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from    the  bishop 


uring  his  pastoral  visit  to  the  United  States  in 
B  April  2008,  Our  Holy  Father  Pope  Benedict 
M  XVI  met  with  Catholic  educators,  including  Dr. 

Michael  Fedewa,  Superintendent  for  Catholic 
Education  and  Formation,  who  represented  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh.  Our  Holy  Father  spoke  these  words:  "Education 
is  integral  to  the  mission  of  the  Church  to  proclaim  the 
Good  News.  First  and  foremost  every  Catholic  educational 
institution  is  a  place  to  encounter  the  living  God  who  in 
Jesus  Christ  reveals  His  transforming  love  and  truth." 


V7 


Catholic  Education 

Integral  to  the  Mission  of  the  Church 


At  the  celebration  of 
Baptism  for  children,  parents 
are  reminded  that  they  are 
the  first  and  primary  teachers 
of  their  children  in  the  ways 
of  faith.  This  is  a  privileged 
vocation.  Rightfully,  parents 
seek  support  in  carrying  out 
this  awesome  responsibility 
and,  thus,  they  turn  to  their 

parishes  and  faith  communities.  Here,  parents  are  supported  as  Catholic  education  and  faith  formation  are 
made  available  on  many  levels  and  in  various  ways.  We  owe  deep  gratitude  to  our  parents  for  the  example 
and  witness  of  their  lives  and  to  all  who  support  them  through  a  deep  commitment  to  Catholic  education  and 
faith  formation. 

This  particular  moment  in  the  life  of  our  Diocese,  as  Cathedral  School  and  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School 
celebrate  100  years  of  providing  Catholic  Education,  allows  us  the  opportunity  to  focus  specifically  on  the 
gift  and  role  of  our  Catholic  schools.  What  is  unique  about  them?  Catholic  schools  are  not  merely  institutions 
which  offer  a  program  of  academic  excellence.  On  a  daily  basis,  they  provide  the  opportunity  for  students 
to  pray  together,  to  speak  the  name  of  Jesus,  to  see  in  their  midst  the  crucifix  and  other  religious  signs 
reminding  them  of  Gods  presence,  to  hear  the  Good  News  proclaimed,  to  learn  the  teachings  of  the  holy 
Catholic  Church,  to  acquire  a  deep  love  and  reverence  for  the  Sacred  Liturgy,  and  to  participate  in  Chnstian 
service.  Catholic  schools  strive  to  help  students  see  all  of  their  studies  through  the  eyes  of  faith  and  grow  in 
their  conviction  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  source  of  all  Truth. 

On  the  occasion  of  this  100th  anniversary  of  providing  Catholic  education  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  we 
extend  sincere  congratulations  to  all  those  associated  with  Cathedral  School  and  Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School  both  today  and  throughout  the  years;  we  express  profound  thanks  to  all  the  priests,  religious,  Catholic 
administrators  and  educators,  and  all  the  lay  faithful  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  this  great  ministry.  Our 
gratitude  is  also  offered  to  the  parents  who  allow  our  Catholic  schools  to  assist  them  in  the  education  and 
formation  of  their  children.  We  thank  you  for  your  many  sacrifices.  Furthermore,  we  are  indebted  to  our  pastors 
and  all  those  in  our  parishes  who  give  of  their  resources  to  demonstrate  a  strong  support  for  Catholic  education. 

Young  people  often  ask  me,  "What  is  the  best  thing  about  being  a  bishop?"  I  usually  respond  by  speaking 
of  my  great  joy  in  visiting  our  Catholic  schools.  I  am  deeply  inspired  by  the  strong  Catholic  identity  which 
permeates  the  building.  I  am  edified  by  the  great  commitment  of  our  Catholic  educators.  I  am  energized  by 
seeing  the  great  ease  with  which  our  young  people  speak  of  their  love  for  Jesus  Christ  and  their  desire  to  learn 
more  about  Him.  I  am  in  awe  of  the  countless  ways  in  which  love  for  God  is  reflected  in  Christian  service. 
Our  children  and  young  people  truly  love  their  Catholic  schools  and  recognize  what  a  precious  gift  they  are 
to  them  and  to  the  entire  Diocese.  I  certainly  agree!  Thus,  I  renew  my  ongoing  commitment  to  our  Catholic 
schools  and  my  pledge  to  make  them  available  to  as  many  students  as  possible. 

As  Our  Holy  Father  stated,  "Education  is  integral  to  the  mission  of  the  Church."  May  all  those  involved 
in  this  great  ministry  be  renewed  in  their  work.  Please  also  join  me  in  praying  that  our  Catholic  schools  will 
continue  to  flourish  and  be  places  where  our  students  "encounter  the  living  God  who  in  Jesus  Christ  reveals 
His  transforming  love  and  truth." 

-  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh 


NC  Catholics  2  January/February  2009  |  www.DioceseofRaleigh.org  |  www.NCCatholics.org    Liturgical  Calendar:  The  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  Mother  of  God  Jan  1 1  St.  Basil  the  Great  and  St.  Grer* 1 


inside 

what  you'll  get 
out  of  this  issue 


from  the  Bishop 

2  Catholic  Education: 

Integral  to  the  Mission  of  the  Church 

-  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidgc 

since  you  asked ... 

8  How  do  we  make  truthful  choices  of 

Conscience?  -  Father  ladeusz  Pacholczyk 


from  the  editor 

9  Learning  to  Know,  Worship  and 
Serve  the  Lord  -  Rich  Reece 

theology  101 

1 0  Mary,  our  mother  and  role  model 

-  Sr.  Maria  Faustina  Showalter,  O.R,  Sr.  John  Mary 
Corbett,  O.P.,  Sr.  Maria  Gemma  Martek,  O  R,  and  Sr. 
Elizabeth  Ann  O'Reilly,  O.R 

saint  of  the  month 

1 2  Saint  Arcadius  of  Mauretania 


for  the  Diocese 


1Q   el  hispano 
0  Catolico 
Una  carta  de 
amor  de  Dios 

-  Sister  Maria  Faustina  Showalter,  O.R, 
Sister  John  Mar)'  Corbett,  O.R,  Sister 
Maria  Gemma  Martek,  O.R,  and  Sister 
Elizabeth  Ann  O'Reilly,  O.R 


Q  u  e  r  i  d  o 
lector 
de  NCC 
►►  Dear  NCC:  cComo 
podemos  tomar 
buenas  decisiones  de 
conciencia? 

-  El  Padre  Tadeusz  Pacholczyk 


*f  Obispo 
mL  I  Burbidge 
►►  La  education 
catolica:  Mision  integral 
de  la  Iglesia 

-  Obispo  Michael  F.  Burbidgc 


Annual  Financial  Report  for 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 


Catholic  Schools  of  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  -  At  a  Glance 


:ianzen,  bishops  and  doctors  of  the  church  J 


local  news 


Five  Women  Religious 
Celebrate  Jubilees 


Catholics 

igazine  of  the  Catholic  Church 
i  Ea>lcm  North  Carolina 


Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge 

PUBLISHER 

Frank  Morock 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS 

Jan./Feb.  2009  •  Vol.  5  :  Issue  1 

Richard  Reece 

EDITOR  IN  CHIEF 

Holly  Stringer 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 

Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
Msgr.  Thomas  Hadden 
Father  Tad  Pacholczyk 

Nancy  Stewart 
Father  Fernando  Torres 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITERS 

Nathalie  Fuerst 

TRANSLATOR 

Denmark  Photo  and  Video  (cover) 

CONTRIBUTING  PHOTOGRAPHERS 

FAITH  Publishing  Service 
Rev  Dwight  Ezop 

CHAIRMAN 

Patrick  M.  O'Brien 

PRESIDENT  AND  CHIEF  EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 

Elizabeth  Martin  Solsburg 

EDITORIAL  DIRECTOR 

Vicki  Bedard 

DIRECTOR  OF  SALES  AND  MARKETING 

Jillane  Job 

EDITORIAL  ASSISTANT 

Patricia  Oliver 

SECRETARY 

Patrick  Dally 

ART  DIRECTOR 

Lynne  Ridenour 

GRAPHIC  DESIGNER/WEB  MASTER 


Janna  Stellwag 
Abby  Wieber 

GRAPHIC  DESIGNERS 

Derek  Melot 

PROOFREADING 

Father  Bill  Ashbaugh 
JoAnne  and  Tom  Fogle 

Father  Joe  Krupp 
Dr.  Cathleen  McGreal 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITERS 

InnerWorkings 

PRINT  MANAGEMENT 


NC  Cathlolics™  (USPS  715-940)  is  a  membership  publica- 
tion of  the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  715  Nazareth  Si,  Ra- 
leigh, NC  27606  Published  Monthly  except  for  February  and 
June.  Subscnption  rates  are  $1 6  per  year  Individual  esues  are 
$2  00.  Advertising  inquiries,  subscription  requests  and  address 
changes  can  be  sent  to  7 1 5  Nazareth  St,  Raleigh,  NC  27606; 
9 1 9.82 1  9700;  fax  9 1 9.82 1 .9705  or  e-mail  ncc@raldioc.org. 
Periodicals  Postage  Paid  al  Ralekjh,  NC  or  additional  offices. 
POSTMASTER;  Send  address  changes  to;  NC  Catholics,  7 1 5 
Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27606  c  2005  FAfTH  Publishing 
Service™-  Catholic  Diocese  of  Lansing,  c  2005  Catholic  Dio- 
cese of  Raleigh  provided  content  No  portion  of  NC  Catholics 
may  be  pubtehed,  broadcast  rewritten  or  otherwise  reproduced 
or  distnbuted  in  whole  or  in  part,  without  prior  written  authority 
of  FAnH  Publehing  Service™  and/or  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  For 
reprint  information  or  other  questions  regarding  use  of  copyright 
material,  contact  NC  Catholics,  Catholic  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 


Give  the  gift  of 

NCQtf  holies: 


Order  a  subscription  today 

919.821.9730 


Five  Sisters  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  will 
celebrate  anniversaries  of  religious  profession 
on  Saturday,  February  7.  A  Mass  of  Thanksgiv- 
ing will  be  celebrated  by  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathe- 
dral at  1  1  a.m.,  followed  by  a  reception  in  the 
Clarion  Hotel  on  Hillsborough  Street. 

Sister  Marion 

McGillicuddy,  S.U.  -  65  Years 

Sister  Marion  McGillicud- 
dy graduated  from  high 
school  in  New  York  City 
at  age  1  7  and  entered 
the  Sisters  of  St.  Ursula. 
Founded  in  1  606  in 
Dole,  France,  the  Ursu- 
line  Order  was  the  first 
non-cloistered  women's 
teaching  order  in  the  Church,  and  Sister  Mari- 
on's field  of  ministry  always  has  involved  teach- 
ing. She  has  taught  elementary  school,  high 
school,  college  and  ESL.  For  several  years  she 
was  Director  of  Education  at  Covenant  House 
in  New  York  City.  Her  final  assignment  was  as 
a  reading  specialist  at  a  public  high  school  in 
Wappinger  Falls  School  District,  N.Y  In  1  997 
she  was  missioned  to  Rome,  Italy,  where  she 
spent  a  year  assisting  religious  women  from  the 
Third  World  with  their  university  studies.  Sister 
came  to  St.  Mary's  parish,  Wilmington,  N.C., 
in  1  998  where  she  began  an  ESL  program 
for  Latino  newcomers.  In  2001 ,  she  moved  to 
Transfiguration  Parish  in  Wallace,  N.C,  where 
she  continued  teaching  and  doing  advocacy 
ministry  for  Latinos  in  a  local  high  school,  at 
a  chicken  processing  plant  and  at  the  convent 
in  the  evenings.  In  2006,  Sister  returned  to 
St.  Mary  to  resume  her  ESL  program.  Sister 
Marion  attributes  her  vocation  to  her  faith-filled 
Irish  parents,  who  kept  God  at  the  center  of 
their  lives.  Gaelic  studies  have  been  a  life-long 
avocation.  She  believes  that  vowed  religious 
women  represent  a  presence  of  God  in  society, 
where  they  serve  in  a  wide  variety  of  profes- 
sional careers  and  live  a  celibate  lifestyle, 
becoming  a  leaven  for  society,  especially  in  the 
struggle  for  justice. 


Sister  Gerry  Megel,  O.P.  -  60  Years 

Sister  Gerry  Megel, 
a  member  of  the 
Dominican  Sisters 
of  Adrian,  Mich., 
taught  for  many 
years  -  the  origi- 
nal apostolate  of 
her  Congregation 
-  and  then  began 
a  series  of  minis- 
tries which  reflect 
the  universal  call 
to  address  social  justice.  Sister  founded 
and  directed  a  shelter  for  families  in  crisis 
in  Columbia,  S.C.  She  then  worked  as  a 
chaplain  at  Harper  Hospital  in  Detroit,  Ml, 
before  returning  to  the  south  to  minister  at  St. 
Paul  the  Apostle  Parish  in  Greensboro,  N.C. 
She  later  moved  to  Toronto,  Canada,  to  help 
establish  Romero  House,  a  refugee  center 
there.  In  1  994  Sister  Gerry  became  the 
Director  of  The  Caring  Place  in  Lebanon,  Ky., 
a  home  for  abused  women  and  children.  In 
2002  she  began  service  in  the  missions.  In 
South  Africa,  she  worked  with  other  religious 
Sisters  at  a  job  skills  program  where  young 
persons  were  given  opportunities  to  learn 
a  trade.  Sister  said  that  she  liked  getting 
programs  started  and  happily  moved  on  once 
they  settled  into  a  good  routine.  The  start  was 
often  discouraging  and  risky;  she  said,  but  at 
each  juncture,  she  believed  that  what  she  was 
doing  was  the  will  of  God  for  her.  Now  retired, 
Sister  lives  with  another  Dominican  Sister 
in  Raleigh  and  serves  with  Catholic  Parish 
Outreach.  She  is  part  of  a  team  that  prepares 
meals  at  Shepherd's  Table,  the  soup  kitchen 
in  downtown  Raleigh.  Sister  Gerry  came  from 
a  devout  Catholic  family  in  Detroit  where  she 
was  encouraged  in  her  vocation.  She  believes 
that  women  continue  to  answer  the  call  to 
serve  the  poor  and  disadvantaged  and  to 
speak  against  injustice.  She  views  a  conse- 
crated religious  vocation  as  being  a  visible 
sign  of  the  compassionate  love  of  Jesus.  Her 
life  is  sustained  by  prayer  and  the  love  of  her 
Sisters,  friends  and  family. 
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Sister  Carol  Loughney,  I.H.M  -  50  Years 

Sister  Carol,  a  member  of  the  Sister 
Servants  of  the  Immaculate  Heart 
of  Mary  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  identifies 
herself  as  a  woman  who  loves  the 
Church  and  has  given  her  life  in 
ministry.  She  has  loved  every  min- 
istry of  her  50  years  as  a  teacher, 
school  administrator,  literacy  teacher 
and  now  Pastoral  Administrator  at 
St.  Bernadette  Church  in  Butner. 
Starting  with  1  5  people  at  Mass  nine  years  ago,  St.  Ber- 
nadette now  welcomes  more  than  200  parishioners  each 
week.  The  spirit  Sister  brings  to  her  ministries  is  open, 
hospitable,  loving,  generous  and,  especially,  reconciling. 
Her  greatest  joy  is  working  with  people  to  be  reconciled 
to  God,  themselves  and  the  Church.  She  most  wants 
people  to  have  peace  in  their  hearts  and  to  be  happy 
again.  In  all  her  ministries,  Sister  has  been  involved  in 
parish  life,  preparing  parishioners  for  the  sacraments  and 
visiting  the  sick.  At  St.  Bernadette,  she  is  delighted  these 
ministries  now  draw  members  of  the  parish  who  prepare 
the  parish  plan,  catechize  children  for  First  Sacraments, 
visit  sick  parishioners  and  assist  with  developing  a  new 
church  building.  Sister  is  now  turning  to  the  many  hospi- 
tals and  prisons  in  Butner  to  develop  a  Catholic  presence 
there,  in  ecumenical  collaboration  with  area  churches. 
Sister  recognizes  that  religious  life  has  changed  since 
she  became  a  Sister.  Sisters  serve  where  there  are  great 
needs  in  the  Church,  finding  community  with  parishioners 
as  well  as  with  strong  bonds  to  the  IHM  Sisters.  Her  life 
is  sustained  by  prayer  and  the  love  of  friends,  family  and 
community. 


Sister  Anne  Heath,  R.S.M.  -  40  Years 


Sister  Anne  Heath  is  a  member  of  the 
Sisters  of  Mercy  of  the  Americas,  a 
relatively  new  congregation  formed  to 
incorporate  smaller  communities  of 
Mercy  Sisters  throughout  North  and 
South  America.  Sister  was  raised  in 
a  family  that  emphasized  a  life  of  ser- 
vice. She  met  the  Mercy  Sisters  early 
in  her  life,  and  the  Mercy  Sisters  were 
her  teachers  in  high  school.  She  recognized  them  as  wom- 
en of  integrity,  compassion,  joy  and  hospitality  who  made 
a  fourth  religious  vow  to  serve  the  poor,  the  sick  and  those 
most  in  need.  Sister  served  as  a  primary  school  teacher  for 
1 4  years.  She  earned  a  master's  degree  in  Pastoral  Studies 
at  Fairfield  College  and  served  as  director  of  faith  forma- 
tion for  the  next  1  7  years,  1 4  as  the  founding  director  of 
faith  formation  at  St  Andrew  Parish.  Sister  found  that  when 
parishioners  approached  her  with  a  problem,  other  parts  of 
their  lives  figured  into  the  situation.  She  wanted  her  skills  to 
be  of  greater  service.  Sister  received  her  master's  in  social 
work  from  the  Catholic  University  of  America  and  is  now 
a  licensed  clinical  social  worker  in  the  Diocesan  Office  of 
Catholic  Charities.  She  values  the  trust  that  adults,  children 
and  families  put  in  her  to  hold  their  vulnerability  while  they 
work  through  critical  areas  in  their  lives.  She  is  grateful  to 
the  Bishop's  Annual  Appeal  that  allows  her  to  assist  clients 
regardless  of  their  ability  to  pay.  Prayer,  the  love  of  people, 
the  mission  of  mercy  in  the  Church  and  the  support  of  her 
family  and  the  Mercy  Sisters  sustain  Sister  Anne.  She  is 
convinced  that  consecrated  life  will  continue  in  the  Church, 
serving  through  a  more  extended  community  of  Sisters  in 
parishes  and  in  the  missions. 


Sister  Jeanne  Morgan,  S.S.J.  -  50  Years 


Sister  Jeanne  Morgan  is  a  Sister  of 
St.  Joseph  of  Chestnut  Hill,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa..  Her  congregation  was 
founded  in  1  650  in  Le  Puy,  France 
to  be  an  apostolic  presence  in  the 
world.  Unlike  the  cloistered  Sisters 
of  that  day,  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph 
were  called  to  go  out  into  the  city  and 
meet  the  needs  of  the  times:  educa- 
tion, caring  for  prostitutes,  and  serving  the  "dear  neighbor" 
through  the  spiritual  and  corporal  works  of  mercy.  In 
1  847,  the  Sisters  traveled  from  St.  Louis  to  Philadelphia 
to  care  for  young  people  and  widows,  and  to  establish 
hospitals  and  schools  in  a  time  of  anti-Catholic  sentiment. 
Sister  taught  in  parochial  schools  for  1  5  years  before 
branching  into  pastoral  ministry  as  a  Director  of  Religious 
Education,  working  with  RCIA,  adult  faith  formation,  and 


spiritual  guidance.  Currently,  Sister  Jeanne  is  Pastoral 
Administrator  at  St.  Elizabeth  of  Hungary  in  Raeford.  St. 
Elizabeth  of  Hungary  dedicated  its  new  church  in  August 
2008,  and  within  weeks,  the  congregation  grew  by  a  third. 
She  loves  the  involvement  with  the  parishioners,  helping 
them  to  see  themselves  differently  in  relationship  to  God 
and  reconciling  them  with  themselves  and  with  the  Church. 
Sister  entered  her  Congregation  when  she  was  1  8, 
inspired  by  the  Sisters  who  had  taught  her  in  elementary 
and  high  schools.  At  each  juncture  in  her  life,  she  recalls 
that  this  is  where  God  wants  her  and  it  is  the  best  place  for 
her  to  be.  Her  community  welcomes  new  members  and 
she  foresees  the  day  when  religious  communities  band 
together  for  ministry.  The  root  of  all  Sisters'  vocation  is  the 
love  of  God,  she  says,  supported  through  prayer  and  the 
strong  support  of  her  religious  congregation  and  the  good 
people  she  works  with  at  St.  Elizabeth  of  Hungary. 


fjpe  Lord  Jan  1 1  |  St.  Hilary,  bishop  and  doctor  of  the  church  Jan  13 1  St  Anthony,  abbot  Jan.  .1  7  |  St.  Fabian,  pope  and  martyr;  St.  Sebastian,  martyr  Jan.  20  |  St.  Agnes,  virgin  and  martyr  Jan.  2 1 1 


mi 


local  news 


mm 


Each  month,  NC  Catholics  will  report  on  various 
initiatives  and  activities  throughout  the  Diocese 
to  incorporate  the  Jubilee  Year  of  St.  Paul  into  the 
spiritual  formation  of  the  faithful.  Watch  this  space!  If  you 
know  of  Pauline  events  occurring,  send  information  and 
or  pictures  to  NC  Catholics  by  emailing  reece@raldioc.org. 


iPaul:  Lessons  From  the  Apostle 

Here  are  some  excerpts  from  podcasts  on  St.  Paul,  available  on  our 
Diocesan  Web  site: 

"Paul  calls  the  church  at  Galatia  to  a  new  freedom,  not  a  freedom 
from,  but  a  freedom  to  come  to  the  heart  and  mind  of  Christ,  to  be 
able  to  live  freely,  without  boundaries,  without  laws,  in  and  through 
the  presence  and  power  of  the  risen  Christ."  -  Father  James  Labosky 

"Paul  tells  the  Corinthians  -  and  us  -  that  each  of  us  is  called  to 
a  particular  service  as  a  follower  of  Jesus,  and  that  we  are  to  work 
together  for  the  common  good."   -  Sister  Joan  Jurski,  OSF 

"Like  all  great  cities  and  one  of  mixed  cultures,  Corinth  had  its  prob- 
lems, and  these  problems  affected  the  infant  Christian  community. . . 
Paul  addresses  the  problem  of  divisions  in  the  local  church. . .  Can 
they  not  realize,  he  says,  that  the  important  thing  is  that  all  are  one  in 
Christ?"    -  Msgr.  Roberto  Keenan 

"In  the  Letter  to  the  Romans,  you  can  find  just  about  everything.  You 
can,  if  you  treat  it  thoroughly  and  with  care  and  sensitivity,  extract  the 
whole  of  Pauline  thought  from  it."  -  Dr.  Paul  Griffiths 

To  subscribe  to  podcasts  on  St.  Paul,  go  to  http://www.dioceseofra- 
leigh.org/how/catechesis/stpaul/ipaul.aspx. 

St.  Mark  Catholic  Church,  Wilmington 

On  Feb.  8,  11  and  13,  Dr.  Paul  Covington  will  speak  during  the  par- 
ish's Generations  of  Faith  Gatherings  on  St.  Paul  and  the  Sacraments. 

St.  Elizabeth  of  Hungary,  Raeford 

A  Retreat  on  the  Theology  of  St.  Paul  will  be  provided  by  Sr.  Jeanne 
Morgan,  SSJ,  Saturday,  March  21,  from  10  am  to  2  pm  at  St.  Elizabeth 
of  Hungary  Church,  6199  Fayetteville  Rd,  Raeford,  NC  28376.  Open 
to  all  adults.  For  more  information  contact  Sr.  Jeanne  at  910.875.8803 
or  stelizabethofhungary@yahoo . com . 


Father  Paul  Check  to  Speak  on 
Courage  and  Encourage  Apostolates 

"I  thought  I  had  the 
homosexuality  under 
control.  I'd  been  a 
Catholic  for  five  years, 
went  to  daily  Mass, 
prayed  the  Rosary 
daily,  went  on  one  or 
two  retreats  a  year  and 
volunteered  at  my  par- 
ish. Yet,  after  a  series 
of  crises  occurred,  I 
once  again  became 
involved  in  addictive, 
homosexual  behavior. 
So  what  happened?" 

These  words  begin  the  story  of  "Mark,"  a  member  of 
Courage,  a  28-year-old  program  designed  to  assist  in- 
dividuals with  same-sex  attraction  (SSA)  in  accordance 
with  the  teaching  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Courage 
embraces  Church  teaching  that  SSA  is  not  in  itself  sin- 
ful, but  that  homosexual  acts  are.  The  program  aims  to 
provide  spiritual,  moral  and  fraternal  support  to  men  and 
women  who  are  attracted  to  members  of  the  same  sex, 
so  that  they  can  live  chaste  lives.  The  five  primary  objec- 
tives of  the  apostolate  are  chastity,  prayer  and  devotion, 
fellowship,  support,  and  serving  as  good  examples  to 
others. 

Courage  has  the  endorsement  of  the  Pontifical 
Council  for  the  Family  and  currently  has  more  than  1  1 0 
chapters  and  coordinators  worldwide.  It  has  become  a 
mainstream  Catholic  Apostolate,  helping  thousands  of 
men  and  women  find  peace  through  fellowship,  prayer 
and  the  sacramental  life  of  the  Church. 

In  2008,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
announced  the  establishment  of  the  Courage  Apostolate 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  and  appointed  the  Reverend 
James  Fukes,  O.F.M.  Conv.,  as  its  spiritual  director. 
(Father  Fukes  primarily  serves  as  pastor  of  St.  Julia  Par- 
ish in  Siler  City,  N.C.)  In  addition  to  Courage,  another 
apostolate,  Encourage,  is  available  for  the  pastoral  and 
spiritual  needs  of  parents,  siblings,  children  and  other 
relatives  and  friends  of  individuals  who  have  SSA. 

On  March  3 1 ,  Father  Paul  Check,  a  priest  of  the 
Diocese  of  Bridgeport  and  national  director  of  Courage, 
will  lead  a  day  of  reflection  for  priests  and  lay  leaders  in 
the  Raleigh  Diocese  to  educate  them  on  SSA  so  they 
can  support  the  apostolate.  An  evening  session  will  be 
open  to  those  seeking  more  information  on  the  Courage 
and  Encourage  Apostolates. 

In  a  recent  interview,  Father  Check  talked  about  his 
experience  in  counseling  those  with  SSA.  "The  problem 
of  same-sex  attraction  does  not  reduce  well  to  a  few 
words,"  he  said.  "It  is  certainly  no  place  for  slogans  or 
hastily  formed  conclusions.  Most  importantly,  it  calls 
for  abundant  and  genuine  charity,  something  that  in  my 
opinion  tends  to  be  conspicuous  in  its  absence  from 
much  of  the  discussion  of  the  topic." 

He  works  with  both  men  and  women,  but  said  that 
the  incidence  of  SSA  is  much  higher  among  men.  "One 


"God  is  able  to  make  every  grace  abundant 
for  you,  so  that  in  all  things,  always  having 
all  you  need,  you  may  have  an  abundance  for 

every  gOOd  WOrk."    (2  Corinthians  9:8) 
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thing  we  see  over  and  over  in  the  background  of  men  with  same-sex 
attraction  is  that  they've  suffered  first  because  of  a  deficit  or  void  in 
their  relationship  with  their  father,  and  that  has  caused  an  estrange- 
ment. The  main  problem  is  not  the  acting  out  of  genital  sex;  that's 
a  symptom.  The  main  problem  was  a  loss  of  something  these  men 
were  very  eager  for  —  the  'shared  delight'  of  a  father-son  relation- 
ship. They  often  suffer  from  what's  called  'defensive  detachment.' 
The  boy  knows  something's  wrong  with  the  relationship  with  his 
dad,  so  to  defend  himself,  he  puts  up  an  emotional  wall.  That  desire 
for  masculine  love,  acceptance  and  affirmation  doesn't  go  away; 
it  manifests  itself  in  a  distorted  way  when  men  seek  homosexual 
relationships." 

NCC  spoke  with  a  Raleigh  woman  active  in  Encourage,  who 
would  agree  with  Father  Check.  Her  son,  whose  father  had  been 
distant  from  him  as  a  child,  was  23  when  he  announced  defiantly 
-  by  e-mail  -  that  he  was  gay.  "I  was  devastated,"  she  says.  "My 
son  was  sinning,  alienating  himself  from  me  and  from  God,  and  I 
didn't  know  how  to  parent  him.  All  I  could  say  to  him  was  'I  love  you 
with  all  my  heart.  Stay  close  to  God.'"  In  her  search  for  compas- 
sion and  support,  she  learned  about  Courage/Encourage  in  2004, 
and  became  an  advocate  for  the  establishment  of  a  chapter  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

The  perception  that  people  with  SSA  are  happy  is  a  myth,  she 
says:  "When  my  son  is  'acting  out'  the  gay  lifestyle,  his  whole 
personality  changes.  He  becomes  distant,  cruel  and  defensive. 
When  he's  not  living  it,  he's  just  the  opposite:  compassionate  and 
energetic." 

"The  problem  of  same-sex  attraction  is  often  vexing  to  those  who 
struggle  with  it,"  Father  Check  concurs.  "Shame,  loneliness  and  a 
sense  of  hopelessness  are  the  enemies.  Often  people  with  SSA  also 
struggle  with  sexual  addiction,  drug  or  alcohol  abuse,  depression, 
anxiety  or  other  mental  illness.  This  remains  true  even  in  the  places 
where  sexual  promiscuity  is  widely  tolerated.  Men  and  women  with 
SSA  —  perhaps  up  to  40  percent  -  may  very  likely  have  been  the 
victims  of  sexual  abuse  as  a  child." 

For  reasons  like  these,  the  Raleigh  mother  stresses,  people  with 
SSA  need  to  feel  safe.  "Many  of  them  are  very  sensitive,"  she  says. 
"They  are  hurting  spiritually,  emotionally  and  mentally."  That  safe 
environment  is  one  of  the  goals  of  Courage.  "Courage  is  not  about 
changing  people,"  she  says.  "It's  about  helping  them  to  a  conversion 
of  heart,  to  chastity  and  trust  in  the  Lord." 

Through  her  attendance  at  Encourage,  she  sees  hope.  "Encour- 
age works  on  me,"  she  explains,  "not  my  son.  We  believe  that  as  we 
grow,  our  children  will  grow  as  well.  And  I  think  my  son  will.  I  believe 
the  Lord  hears  a  mother's  cry.  In  Encourage,  we've  seen  a  lot  of 
rejoicing  out  of  the  tragedy  that  brought  us  together." 

"Regrettably,"  Father  Check  says,  "many  people  think  that  all  the 
Catholic  Church  offers  to  men  and  women  with  SSA  is  'no.'  Like  all 
good  mothers,  the  Church  does  say  'no'  to  the  self-destructive  and 
counterfeit  pleasure  of  sin,  out  of  a  sense  of  love  for  God's  children. 
Yet  that  'no'  is  embedded  in  a  larger  'yes,'  a  yes  to  Him  who  is  Love, 
and  who  gave  Himself  to  the  Father  and  to  us  from  the  Cross.  The 
Lord  asked  St.  Paul  to  find  strength  in  his  weakness  through  the 
power  of  the  Cross.  The  Courage  apostolate  expresses  that  same 
redemptive  paradox  to  men  and  women  with  SSA  and  urges  them 
to  trust  in  what  they  see  in  the  life  of  the  Master  and  His  apostle." 


For  further  information  about  Courage,  Encour- 
age and  Father  Check's  visit  on  March  3 1 ,  contact  Father 
Fukes  at  St.  Julia  Parish,  210  Harold  Hart  Road,  Siler  City, 
N.C  27344,  91  9.742.5584. 


New  African-Ancestry  Ministry 
Director  Appointed 


►►  The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
announced  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Lauren 
Green  to  the  position  of  Diocesan  director 
of  African-Ancestry  Ministry  and  Evangeliza- 
tion, effective  Jan.  5.  The  appointment  was 
made  upon  the  recommendation  of  Rev.  Msgr. 
Thomas  P.  Hadden,  vicar  for  African-Ancestry,  and  the  search  commit- 
tee created  to  fill  the  position. 

A  native  of  Baltimore,  Green  has  a  BA  in  chemistry  from  Randolph- 
Macon  Woman's  College  in  Lynchburg,  Va.  She  has  a  MA  in  history 
from  the  University  of  Colorado  and  has  done  post-graduate  work  at  the 
University  of  Arkansas.  She  and  her  husband,  Kevin,  have  been  involved 
in  RCIA  training  since  their  time  in  Colorado.  They  moved  to  North 
Carolina  in  1  997,  when  she  began  teaching  history  at  St.  Augustine's 
College  in  Raleigh.  She  then  accepted  a  position  assisting  the  adminis- 
trative effort  in  creating  Catholic  schools  at  St.  Michael's  Church  in  Cary 
and  St.  Mary  Magdalene  Church  in  Apex.  Green,  a  parishioner  at  St. 
Michael,  has  been  involved  in  youth  ministry  at  the  parish  since  2000. 
Active  in  the  African-Ancestry  Ministry  and  Evangelization  Chapter  at 
St.  Michael's,  she  became  a  member  of  the  Diocesan  African-Ancestry 
Ministry  Board  in  2002,  taking  over  as  chair  of  the  board  in  May  2008. 

"I  sought  this  position  because  it  was  a  natural  step  in  my  personal 
level  of  commitment  to  the  ministry,"  Green  said.  "I  am  interested  in  tak- 
ing the  office  to  the  next  level.  We  do  ministry  very  well.  The  challenge 
is  to  become  as  good  at  evangelization  as  we  are  at  ministry." 

Msgr.  Hadden  Celebrates  Golden  Jubilee 

Rev.  Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden  celebrated  his  50th 
Anniversary  of  priesthood  with  a  Jubilee  Mass  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  on  Dec.  20,  2008.  Msgr.  Hadden  was 
ordained  in  Rome  in  1  958  as  a  priest  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  upon  his  graduation  from  the  North  American 
College  in  Rome.  Approximately  30  priests  concelebrated 
the  Liturgy  in  the  presence  of  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge.  Rev.  Msgr.  Gerald  L.  Lewis  was  the  homilist. 

In  his  homily,  Msgr.  Lewis  spoke  of  how  Mary  accepted 
the  announcement  that  she  was  chosen  to  be  the  Mother  of  the  Savior. 
He  said,  "As  we  look  forward  to  the  greatest  gift  God  can  give  us,  we 
look  back  to  another  call  more  than  50  years  ago."  Msgr.  Lewis  spoke 
of  the  influence  the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  Sisters  and  Dominican 
priests  at  Saint  Monica's  Parish  in  Raleigh  had  on  young  Thomas  Paul 
and  the  call  he  accepted  to  serve  God. 

Msgr.  Lewis  spoke  of  the  challenges  Msgr.  Hadden  faced  as  a 
seminarian,  having  to  enroll  at  a  preparatory  seminary  in  Mississippi  to 
study  for  the  priesthood  and  how  he  was  invited  to  become  a  seminar- 
ian of  his  home  Diocese  by  Bishop  Vincent  S.  Waters,  the  third  Bishop 
of  Raleigh.  Msgr.  Hadden  faced  another  challenge,  Msgr.  Lewis  said, 
when  he  "became  the  first  African-American  pastor  of  an  historic  and 
predominately  white  parish  in  the  South,"  St.  Paul  Church  in  New  Bern 
He  spoke  of  the  "slights"  Msgr.  Hadden  endured  from  the  people  in 
the  community,  as  well  as  in  the  parish.  "Father  Hadden  continued  his 
daily  pastoring  and  because  of  his  goodness  he  became  accepted  and 
loved,"  Msgr.  Lewis  said.  "Many  who  had  vocally  rejected  him  at  his 
appointment  became  his  ardent  supporters  and  wept  when  eventually 
his  transfer  came." 

In  his  remarks,  Bishop  Burbidge  expressed  gratitude  to  Bishop 
Waters  for  inviting  Thomas  Paul  Hadden  to  serve  as  a  priest  in  the 
Diocese,  noting,  "What  a  great  gift  the  Bishop  gave  to  us." 
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Dear  NCC: 

truthful  choices  of  conscience? 

One  recurrent  theme 
in  bioethical 
discussions  is  the 
idea  that  each  of  us  possesses 
a  basic  awareness  of  the  moral 
law.  This  distinctly  human 
faculty,  which  Western  culture 
has  referred  to  as  "conscience,"  helps  us  to 
choose  correctly  when  confronted  with  basic 
moral  decisions.  Even  children,  when  taught 
about  right  and  wrong,  instinctively  seem  to 
recognize  a  law  higher  than  themselves.  Deep 
within  his  conscience  man  discovers  that 
law  which  he  has  not  laid  upon  himself  but 
which  he  must  obey  Conscience  has  been 
aptly  described  as  mans  most  secret  core  and 
his  sanctuary. 
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This  month  with 
Father  Tad  Pacholczyk 
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Father  Tad  Pacholczyk 

-  Rev.  Tadeusz  Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate  in  neurosci- 
ence  from  Yale  and  did  post-doctoral 
work  at  Harvard.  He  is  a  priest  of 
the  diocese  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and 
serves  as  the  director  of  education 
at  the  National  Catholic  Bioethics 
Center  in  Philadelphia. 
(www.ncbcenter.org) 


As  creatures  of  conscience,  then, 
we  are  moved  to  pursue  good  and  to 
avoid  evil.  Yet,  in  our  fallen  nature, 
we  are  also  drawn,  mysteriously, 
toward  wrong  and  harmful  choices. 
The  dictates  of  conscience  may 
become  muted  or  drowned  out  by 
other  voices  around  us.  As  we  grow 
older,  we  may  even  acquire  a  certain 
finesse  in  justifying  personal  choices 
that  are  not  good,  choices  strongly 
contrary  to  the  law  of  our  own  being. 
The  inner  sanctuary  of  conscience 
is  delicate  and  easily  transgressed, 
requiring  great  attentiveness  on  our 
part  if  we  are  to  remain  faithful  to  it. 

I  recall  a  powerful  story  about 
conscience  involving  a  young  couple 
who  cohabitated  for  many  years. 
Neither  of  them  were  thinking  much 
about  marriage  and  one  day  the  fellow 
learned  his  girlfriend  was  pregnant. 
Being  Catholic,  he  approached  his 


priest.  All  three  of  them  met  one  afternoon, 
had  rather  lengthy  discussions  and  finally 
reached  a  decision  together.  They  decided 
abortion  was  not  an  option.  They  talked 
about  the  possibility  of  marriage  at  some 
time  in  the  near  future. 

Later  the  same  day  the  parents  of  the 
young  woman  came  by  the  couple's  house. 
They  had  been  fairly  open  and  accepting  of 
this  'live-in'  situation.  Over  dinner  it  came 
out  that  she  was  pregnant.  Things  changed 
as  a  result  of  this  revelation.  After  the 
meal,  the  mother  pulled  her  daughter  aside 
saying,  "Look,  you've  got  a  life  to  live.  You 
don't  want  to  spend  the  rest  of  your  life  with 
this  guy.  C'mon,  dear,  you've  got  to  get  an 
abortion." 

The  next  day,  the  young  man  and  the 
young  woman  ran  into  the  priest.  The 
fellow  brought  up  the  discussion  with  the 
mother  and  said  they  were  reconsidering 
the  abortion  option.  The  priest  replied,  "We 
reached  a  decision  on  that  already."  The 
young  man  quickly  answered,  "What  do 
you  mean?  If  I  make  a  decision  today,  1  can 
change  it  tomorrow."  The  priest  responded 
simply,  "For  certain  kinds  of  decisions,  you 
can't  change  your  mind.  If  you  go  back  on 
your  decision  now,  I  won't  know  who  you  are 
anymore  ..." 

The  young  man  was  shaken  by  this 
answer,  but  when  he  reflected  on  it 
later,  he  understood  the  priest  was  right. 
Certain  kinds  of  personal  choices  touch 
us  at  the  very  core  of  our  being.  Accepting 
or  rejecting  a  temptation  to  serious 
wrongdoing  like  abortion  involves  our 
hearts  in  a  far  deeper  way  than  many  of  the 
lesser  decisions  we  have  to  make  each  day. 
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from    the  editor 


Learning  to  Know, 
Worship  and  Serve  the  Lord 


In  the  end,  it  is  our  moral  choices  that 
define  who  we  are  and  what  we  become. 
By  acting  against  an  upright  conscience, 
we  violate  and  disfigure  who  we  are  -  and 
become  less  human.  That's  why  the  priest 
told  the  young  man  that  he  would  not 
know  who  he  was  anymore. 

I  recall  another  true  story  about  the 
gentle  proddings  of  conscience  that 
involved  a  mom  with  three  children. 
When  she  found  out  she  was  pregnant 
yet  again,  she  became  fearful  and  began 
telling  herself  she  couldn't  support  the 
burden  of  another  child.  She  finally 
decided  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
an  abortion.  She  arrived  at  her  decision 
just  before  going  in  for  her  next  check- 
up. The  doctor,  unaware  of  her  plans, 
began  a  routine  ultrasound  to  find  out 
how  the  pregnancy  was  progressing.  She 
had  brought  along  her  three  children, 
and  they  were  busy  playing  together 
on  the  floor  of  the  examination  room. 
As  the  doctor  ran  the  scanner  over  her 
belly  her  little  son  glanced  up  from  his 
toy  airplanes,  pointed  to  the  screen  and 
said,  "Look,  Mommy  —  a  baby!"  She  left 
the  doctor's  office  that  afternoon  with  a 
new  awareness  that  she  couldn't  end  the 
growing  life  within  her. 

Through  the  eyes  and  heart  of  a  child 
we  are  often  reminded  of  what  a  pure 
and  upright  conscience  ought  to  look 
like.  To  form  our  conscience  as  adults 
means  to  learn  virtue,  by  repetitively  and 
determinately  choosing  what  is  good, 
true  and  moral.  Doing  so  brings  order 
to  our  lives  and  engenders  peace  in  our 
hearts.  Ultimately,  we  discover  how  to  be 
fully  human  only  to  the  extent  that  we 
faithfully  follow  that  delicate  voice  of  a 
properly-formed  conscience. 


Send  your  questions  to: 
"Since  you  asked  ..." 

7 1  5  Nazareth  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 
Or: 

reece@raldioc.org 


As  we  celebrate  the  centennials  of  Sacred  Heart  Parochial 
School  and  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School,  and 
conclude  Catholic  Schools  Week,  I'm  reminded  of  this 
fact:  The  overwhelming  majority  of  Catholic  children  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  attend  public  schools.  Fortunately,  almost 
20,000  of  them  learn  to  know,  worship  and  serve  the  Lord 
through  parish  faith  formation  programs,  where  they  are  taught 
by  nearly  3000  catechists,  most  of  them  volunteers. 

Sister  Rose  Adams,  IHM,  Diocesan  Director  of  Evangelization  and  Catechesis, 
explained  that  the  goal  of  these  programs  is  to  form  and  eventually  transform  the 
whole  person  of  each  participant.  Religious  education  begins  by  impaning  basic 
knowledge  of  the  faith  and  the  meaning  of  the  liturgy  and  the  sacraments. 
It  provides  moral  formation  and  an  understanding  of  how  to  pray.  Fi- 
nally, the  students  learn  to  participate  in  the  life  and  mission  of  the 
Church  and  to  live  as  Catholics  in  the  wider  community. 

Equipped  with  the  religious  education  they  receive  through 
the  dedicated  catechists  in  their  parishes,  children  who  attend 
public  schools  in  turn  become  Catholic  educators,  by  word 
and  example,  to  their  peers  of  other  faiths.  This  is  par- 
ticularly true  in  North  Carolina,  where  the  Catholic 
faith  is  still  misunderstood  or  distrusted  by  many. 

In  discussing  faith  formation,  I  would  be  remiss 
if  I  omitted  home  schooling  families,  who  take  it 
entirely  upon  themselves  to  impart  the  fullness  of 
the  faith  to  their  children.  And  the  truth  is,  no 
matter  what  school  a  Catholic  child  attends,  "It 
is  particularly  in  the  Christian  family,  enriched 
by  the  grace  of  the  sacrament  of  matrimony  that 
children  should  be  taught  to  have  a  knowledge  of 
God,  to  worship  Him  and  to  love  their  neighbor." 

(Vatican  II  Declaration  on  Christian  Education,  1965,  #  12) 

One  more  Catholic  school  story:  It's  about  a  non- 
Catholic  boy,  born  in  Raleigh,  whose  loving  education 
by  IHM  Sisters  resulted  not  only  in  his  joining  the 
Catholic  Church  but  in  discerning  a  call  to  the  priest- 
hood. He  was  ordained  in  Rome  50  years  ago  and  has 
served  the  Diocese  faithfully  and  energetically  even  in 
"retirement,"  ever  since.  Among  his  many  activities,  he 
still  finds  time  to  write  a  column  for  each  issue  of  this 
magazine.  NCC  congratulates  Msgr.  Thomas  P  Hadden. 

-  Richard  Reece  is  the  editor  of  NC  Catholics. 


►►  Thank  you  for  your  letters  and  e-mails! 
You  can  write  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  St., 
Raleigh,  NC  27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 
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and  model 

Lumen  Gentium,  Part  1 

part  four  of  a  nine-part  series  on  the  Second  Vatican  Council 


Type  and  model  Lumen  Gentium  calls 
Mary  the  "pre-eminent  member  of  the 
Church"  and  its  "type  and  model"  in  faith 
and  charity.  But  what  exactly  do  these 
words  mean? 


►  Type:  a  person  or  event  that,  while  retaining  its  own 
value,  also  points  to  something  else.  Its  function  is  to 
prepare  or  prefigure  what  is  to  come.  There  are  many 
"types"  in  Scripture.  Mary  is  a  type  of  the  Church  because 
in  her  person  and  in  her  role  in  God's  plan  she  shows  us 
all  that  the  Church  is  and  does,  (lg  64) 

►  Model:  someone  or  something  that  is  to  be  imitated. 
Some  Catholics  reject  Mary's  assistance,  seeing  her 
perfection  as  an  unattainable  standard.  Yet,  it  is  precisely 
because  Mary  is  a  human  creature  like  us  that  she  is  able 
to  help  us  so  much!  Mary  always  leads  us  to  her  Son.  She 
is  the  model  of  all  virtues,  and  by  her  perfect  faith  and 
loving  union  with  Christ  she  teaches  us  how  to  imitate  Him 
and  to  seek  His  will  in  all  things. 


Lumen  Gentium  (The 
Dogmatic  Constitution 
of  the  Church)  aims  at 
leading  all  the  faith- 
ful to  reflect  more  fully  on  the 
Church's  nature  and  universal 
mission.  For  Part  I  of  our  consid- 
eration of  this  important  Vatican 
II  document,  we  will  focus  on 
the  mystery  of  the  communion 
of  saints,  and  specifically  on  the 
role  of  Mary. 

Mary,  Mother  of  the  People  of  God 

The  day  Lumen  Gentium  was  promulgated, 
Pope  Paul  VI  declared  "Mary,  Mother  of  the 
Church"  as  an  official  title  for  Our  Lady.  He 
hoped  that  the  title  -  which  actually  had  been 
used  to  refer  to  Mary  since  the  12th  century 
-  would  promote  greater  devotion  and  recourse 
of  the  faithful  to  invoke  the  Blessed  Virgins  aid  as 
our  mother.  During  the  month  of  May,  which  is 
dedicated  to  Our  Lady,  we  pray  in  a  special  way 
for  her  protection  and  guidance  of  the  Church 
and  all  her  children. 

The  Church  is  a  mystery.  It  is  a  reality  imbued 
with  the  hidden  presence  of  God.  It  lies  hidden 
within  the  very  nature  of  the  Church  to  be  always 
open  to  new  and  ever  greater  exploration."  These 
words,  stated  by  Pope  Paul  VI  in  his  opening  ad- 
dress to  the  second  session  of  Vatican  II,  capture 
the  very  heart  of  one  of  the  central  documents  of 
the  Council:  The  Dogmatic  Constitution  on  the 
Church.  This  pivotal  document,  also  known  by 
its  Latin  name,  Lumen  Gentium,  aims  at  leading  all 
the  faithful  to  reflect  more  fully  on  the  Church's 
"nature  and  universal  mission."  (lg  d 

For  Part  I  of  our  consideration  of  Lumen 
Gentium,  we  will  focus  on  the  mystery  of  the 
communion  of  saints,  and  specifically  on  the  role 
of  Mary  The  Catechism  explains  that  there  are 
three  states  of  the  Church:  the  visible  members 
on  earth,  the  souls  being  purified  in  purgatory 
and  the  souls  in  heaven  enjoying  the  beatific 
vision,  (ccc  954)  It  is  the  constant  teaching  of  the 
Church  that  a  unity  exists  among  believers  in 
Christ,  characterized  by  a  sharing  of  spiritual 
goods.  This  is  the  basis  of  seeking  the  intercession 
of  the  saints  and  taking  them  as  models  for  living 
out  ones  own  faith,  for  "by  their  fraternal  concern 
is  our  weakness  greatly  helped."  (lg  49) 
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The  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  in  Lumen  Gentium 

In  writing  Lumen  Gentium,  the  Council  Fathers  of  Vatican 
II  understood  well  that  that  "Mary's  role  in  the  Church  is  in- 
separable from  her  union  with  Christ  and  flows  directly  from 

it."  (CCC964,  LG  57) 

There  was  considerable  debate  about  whether  Mary  should 
be  discussed  in  an  entirely  separate  document,  or  whether 
she  should  be  included  in  the  document  on  the  Church.  The 
Holy  Spirit  guided  the  Council  Fathers  to  decide  to  emphasize 
Marys  role  as  a  pre-eminent  member  of  the  Church.  In  placing 
the  chapter  on  Mary  in  the  document,  the  Council  Fathers 
wished  to  communicate  to  the  faithful  that  she  is  the  Model  of 
the  Church  and  "unites  and  mirrors  within  herself  the  central 
truths  of  the  faith."  (67) 

Mary,  Mother  of  Christ 

Among  the  principal  aims  of  Lumen  Gentium  was  to  "de- 
scribe with  diligence  both  the  role  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  in  the 
mystery  of  the  Incarnate  Word  and  the  Mystical  Body."  (54)  In 
continuity  with  Church  teaching  over  the  ages,  the  document 
reaffirms  the  integral  role,  willed  by  God,  of  Mary  as  Mother 
of  Christ.  "Embracing  Gods  salvific  will  with  a  full  heart  and 
impeded  by  no  sin,  she  devoted  herself  totally  as  a  handmaid 
of  the  Lord  to  the  person  and  work  of  her  Son,  under  Him  and 
with  Him,  by  the  grace  of  almighty  God,  serving  the  mystery 
of  redemption."  (56) 

Mary  and  the  work  of  redemption 

Lumen  Gentium  states  that  it  pleased  God  not  only  to  place 
Mary  at  Christ's  side  throughout  His  life  as  mother,  but  also 
that  He  willed  for  Mary  to  participate  in  Christ's  work  of 
redemption.  This  unique  share  in  Christ's  redemptive  work 


climaxed  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross.  At  Calvary,  Mary  "faithfully 
persevered  in  her  union  with  her  Son  unto  the  cross,  where 
she  stood,  in  keeping  with  the  divine  plan, 
grieving  exceedingly  with  her  only  begotten  "She  IS  the 

Son,  uniting  herself  with  a  maternal  heart  Model  of  the 

with  His  sacrifice,  and  lovingly  consenting  to  Church  and 
the  immolation  of  this  Victim  which  she  her-  "unites  and 
self  had  brought  forth."  (59)  By  uniting  herself  mirrors  within 
with  Christ's  sacrifice  and  offering  Christ  and  herself  the 

her  own  sufferings  in  union  with  those  of  central  truths 

her  Son,  Mary  participated  in  the  very  act  of  of  the  faith." 
bringing  supernatural  life  to  souls. 


Mary,  Mother  of  the  Church 

"Woman,  behold  thy  son."  (John  19  26)  These  words,  spo- 
ken by  Christ  to  Mary  are  significant  for  all  members  of  the 
Church  today.  Before  breathing  His  last,  Jesus  entrusted  each 
of  His  children  whom  He  was  dying  to  redeem,  represented  by 
John,  to  the  care  of  His  mother.  Mary  was  and  is  the  mother 
of  Christ  in  the  order  of  nature,  and  the  mother  of  all  members 
of  the  People  of  God,  in  the  order  of  grace,  (cf.  Rev  1217) 

"Behold  Thy  Mother."  (John  19:27)  From  His  words  on  the 
cross,  it  is  clear  that  Jesus  wills  for  each  of  His  children  to  not 
only  esteem,  but  to  have  a  special  relationship  to  Mary  as 
spiritual  mother.  By  honoring  Mary,  the  "duties  of  redeemed 
mankind  toward  the  Mother  of  God,  who  is  mother  of  Christ 
and  mother  of  men,  particularly  of  the  faithful"  are  fulfilled.  (54) 


-  Sister  Maria  Faustina  Showalter,  O  R,  Sister  John  Mary  Corbett,  O  R,  Sister 
Maria  Gemma  Martek,  O.R,  and  Sister  Elizabeth  Ann  O'Reilly,  O.R 


Do  Catholics  worship  Mary? 

No.  Although  Mary  is  honored  as  the  mother  of  Jesus,  we 
adore  and  worship  God  alone.  Latria  adoration  or  worship 

-  is  owed  to  God  because  of  His  Divinity 
and  infinite  majesty.  To  the  saints  and  angels, 
we  offer  dulia  veneration  and  reverence 

-  because  of  their  relation  to  God  and 
their  participation  in  the  beatific  vision.  To 
acknowledge  Mary's  unique  and  important 
role  in  salvation  history  as  the  Theotokos 
the  Mother  of  God.  We  offer  her  the  highest 
form  of  veneration:  hyperdulia  However,  the  line  between  our 
devotion  to  Mary  and  the  worship  of  God  remains  distinct. 

Jesus  loved,  honored  and  obeyed  His  mother  while  on  earth. 
As  He  was  dying  on  the  cross,  He  gave  her  to  us  as  our  own 
mother.  Mary's  motherhood  of  mankind  "in  no  way  obscures 
or  diminishes  the  unique  mediation  of  Christ,  but  rather  shows 
its  power"  (lg  60)  Mary  never  takes  the  place  of  her  Son,  but 
brings  us  to  Him  in  the  quickest  and  surest  way.  All  properly 
ordered  devotion  to  Mary  is  always  Christ-centered. 


IShe  is  Mother  of  God  -  Because  Mary  gave 
birth  to  the  second  person  of  the  Blessed  Trinity 
made  flesh,  she  is  truly  the  "Mother  of  God." 

2 She  is  Ever  Virgin  -  Mary  remained  a 
virgin,  before,  during  and  after  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

3 She  is  the  Immaculate  Conception  - 
Mary  was  immaculately  conceived  in  the  womb 
of  her  mother.  She  was  preserved  from  the  stain  of 
original  sin  from  the  very  moment  of  her  conception. 
This  does  not  mean  that  Mary  had  no  need  of 
redemption,  but  rather  that  she  was  redeemed  in  a 
wholly  unique  fashion. 

4 Mary  was  assumed  into  heaven  -  At 
the  end  of  her  life  on  earth,  Mary  was  taken 
up  into  heaven,  body  and  soul,  where  she  continually 
intercedes  with  her  Son  for  us. 


«,  religious  Feb.  1  7  |  St.  Peter  Damian,  bishop  and  doctor  of  the  church  Feb  21  |  St.  Polycarp,  bishop  and  martyr  Feb.  23  |  Ash  Wednesday  Feb.  25 


The  truth  about  Mary 


saint    of    the  month 


o  live 

uretania 


Feast  day:  January  1  2 

Meaning  of  name:  Arcadia  is  a  region  in  Greece,  derived 
from  the  Greek  word  "arktos,"  meaning  bear. 

Claim  to  fame:  At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century, 
Christian  persecution  prevailed  in  the  Roman  Empire. 
Instead  of  burning  sacrifice  to  pagan  gods  to  prove  devotion 
to  the  state,  St.  Arcadius  fled.  In  the  countryside,  he  lived  a 
peaceful  existence  praying  and  waiting  for  an  end  to  the  Chris- 
tian slaughter.  However,  when  Roman  soldiers  investigated  St. 
Arcadius'  disappearance,  they  seized  his  relative  to  use  as  ran 
som,  demanding  St.  Arcadius  return.  Informed  of  his  relative's 
danger  and  not  wanting  him  to  suffer  on  his  behalf,  he  went  to 
the  city  of  Mauritania  and  turned  himself  over  to  the  Roman 
authorities.  At  his  trial,  the  judge  said  he  would  pardon  him 
on  the  condition  he  would  sacrifice  to  the  gods.  St.  Arcadius 
refused,  saying,  "Jesus  Christ  is  my  life,  and  death  is  my  gain. 
Invent  what  torments  you  please;  but  know  that  nothing  shall 
make  me  a  traitor  to  my  God."  The  governor,  in  a  rage,  vowed 
he  would  make  St.  Arcadius  beg  for  death.  "Take  him,  and 
let  him  see  and  desire  death,  without  being  able  to  obtain  it." 
Instead  of  beheading  —  the  punishment  typical  for  Christians 
during  this  period  -  the  judge  punished  St.  Arcadius'  faithful- 
ness to  God  with  dismemberment. 


Why  he  is  a  saint:  Understanding  the  severity  of  torture 
for  crimes  of  Christianity,  St.  Arcadius  refused  to  sacrifice  his 
faith  to  uphold  the  state  religion.  He  said,  "You  who  have  been 
present  at  this  bloody  tragedy  . . .  learn  that  all  torments  seem 
as  nothing  to  one  who  has  an  everlasting  crown  before  his 
eyes  ...  He  alone,  for  whom  I  suffer  and  die,  is  the  true  God 
...  To  die  for  him  is  to  live;  to  suffer  for  him  is  to  enjoy  the 
greatest  delights." 

Best  quote:  As  St.  Arcadius  felt  each  of  his  limbs  sev- 
ered from  his  body,  he  responded  continually,  "Lord,  teach  me 
your  wisdom."  St.  Arcadius'  torturers  had  forgotten  to  remove 
his  tongue. 


San  Arcadio  de  Mauritania 
Fecha  liturgica:  1  2  de  enero 
Significado  del  Nombre: 

Arcadia  es  una  region  de 
Grecia  y  el  nombre  deriva  de 
la  palabra  griega  arktos  que 
significa  soportar 


Es  conocido  por:  A 

principios  del  cuarto  siglo,  la 
persecucion  a  los  cristianos  se 
imponia  en  el  imperio  Romano. 
En  vez  de  ofrecer  sacrificios  a  dioses  paganos  para  demostrar 
su  devocion  al  Estado  el  prefirio  huir.  En  el  campo,  vivio  una 
pacifica  existencia  orando  y  esperando  el  final  de  la  matanza  de 
cristianos.  Sin  embargo  cuando  los  soldados  romanos  investi- 
garon  la  desaparicion  de  Arcadio,  retuvieron  a  un  pariente  con 
rehen,  exigiendo  a  Arcadio  que  regrese.  Al  saber  del  peligro 
que  corria  su  pariente  y  no  queriendo  que  sufra  por  su  culpa, 
el  se  entrego  a  las  autoridades  romanas.  Durante  el  juicio, 
el  juez  ofrecio  perdonarlo  a  cambio  de  una  sacrificio  a  los 
dioses.  Arcadio  rechazo  esto  diciendo  "  Jesucristo  es  mi  vida 
y  la  muerte  es  ganancia  para  mi.  Pueden  inventar  todos  los 
tormentos  que  deseen  para  mi,  pero  sepan  que  nada  me  hara 
traicionar  a  mi  Dios".  El  Gobernador,  lleno  de  furia,  le  juro  que 
lo  haria  rogar  por  su  muerte.  "Llevenselo  y  hagan  que  desee  la 
muerte,  sin  dejar  que  la  obtenga".  En  vez  de  decapitarlo,  como 
a  la  mayoria  de  los  cristianos  en  esa  epoca,  el  juez  castigo  la 
fidelidad  de  Arcadio  hacia  Dios  decretando  que  sus  miembros 
sean  despedazados. 

cPor  que  es  un  santo?:  Sabiendo  de  la  severidad  de  las 
torturas  impuestas  a  los  cristianos,  Arcadio  se  nego  a  rechazar 
su  fe  por  la  religion  del  Estado.  El  dijo:  "listed  que  han  presen- 
ciado  esta  sangrienta  tragedia... .sepan  que  todos  estos  tormen- 
tos no  significa  nada  para  alguien  que  tiene  una  corona  eterna 
frente  a  sus  ojos...  El,  por  quien  sufro  y  muero,  es  el  unico  y 
verdadero  Dios.Morir  por  el  es  vivir  y  sufrir  por  el  es  disfrutar 
de  uno  de  los  gozos  mas  grandes" 

Frase  mas  recordada:  Mientras  Arcadio  sentia  como  le 
iban  cortando  cada  uno  de  sus  miembros,  el  clamaba  constan- 
temente  "Senor,  ensehame  tu  sabiduria".  Los  torturadotes  de 
Arcadio  olvidaron  remover  su  lengua. 


The  Catholic  Church  is 
5    opposed  to  all  forms 
■p    of  stem  cell  research. 

™  Fiction  -  The  fact  is,  the 
Catholic  Church  is  against 

a  only  those  forms  of  stem  cell  ^^^-^7 

^  research  that  involve  the  de- 

+^  struction  of  human  life,  i.e.  embryonic  stem  cell 

Jjj  research.  The  church  is  not  opposed  to  adult 

>2  stem  ce"  research,  which  is  morally  licit. 


mbryos  by  extracting  their  inner  cell 
mass.  This  destroys  the  human  life  contained  in 
the  embryo,  which  would  otherwise  continue  its 
eventual  development  into  an  adult  human  being. 

The  church's  opposition  extends  to  embryonic 
stem  research  on  embryos  created  through 
the  process  of  in  vitro  fertilization.  In  his  1 995 
encyclical  The  Gospel  of  Life,  Pope  John  Paul 
II  wrote:  "Human  embryos  obtained  in  vitro  are 
human  beings  and  are  subjects  with  rights;  their 
dignity  and  right  to  life  must  be  respected  from 


expioitea  as  disposable  biological  materia 

Proponents  of  embryonic  stem  cell  resean 
argue  that  the  possible  good  that  can  be  derived 
from  this  type  of  research  justifies  the  destruc- 
tion of  these  embryos,  especially  of  those  "extra" 
embryos  resulting  from  the  in  vitro  fertilization  pro- 
cess. However,  this  type  of  "a  good  end  justifies 
an  evil  means"  argument  violates  one  of  the  most 
fundamental  principles  of  morality  and  denies  the 
inherent  value  and  dignity  of  human  life. 
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pastor's  perspective 


Time  for  a 
History  Lesson 


la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


Cristo,  nuestra  Esperanza 


We  celebrate  February  as  Black 
History  Month.  Why?  The 
answer  is  simple:  We  have  a 
history  to  make  known.  We 
are  part  of  the  story  of  America. 


It  might  be  a  good  idea  to  buy  and  read  a  book  of  his- 
tory concerning  black  people  in  America.  There  is  a  rich 
history  if  we  would  unveil  it.  We,  as  a  people,  are  still 
making  history. 

We  could  approach  this  history  from  the  Catholic 
perspective.  Father  Cyprian  Davis,  O.S.B.,  of  St.  Memrad 
Archabbey  recently  revised  his  book  The  Histoiy  of  Black 
Catholics  in  the  United  States.  It  is  accepted  as  a  master- 
piece. It  is  filled  with  history  that  lovers  of  the  Church 
should  read.  He  has  written  other  books  on  black  history 
as  well,  and  many  articles  for  various  publications 

In  his  book,  Fr.  Cyprian  highlights  the  courage  of 
Archbishop  Ritter  of  St  Louis,  Archbishop  O'Boyle  of 
Washington  and  our  own  Bishop  Vincent  S.  Waters  of 
Raleigh  who,  between  1947  and  1954,  ended  segregation 
in  their  dioceses. 

Recently  another  chapter  in  black  Catholic  history  was 
written.  Dr.  Joseph  Francis,  president  of  Xavier  University 
in  New  Orleans,  is  celebrating  40  years  as  the  only  black 
president  of  a  Catholic  institution  of  higher  learning.  This 
university  was  founded  by  St.  Katherine  Drexel. 

Catholics  also  took  part  in  the  crusade  of  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  The  TV  screens  were  filled  with  the  pic- 
tures of  priests  and  religious  women  in  their  habits  on  the 
march  for  freedom  and  equality  for  all. 

There  also  is  a  rich  history  in  the  broader  spectrum  of 
our  nation  and  our  state.  There  are  the 
unsung  heroes  who  put  their  lives  in 
danger  to  end  segregation  in  our  na- 
tion and  in  our  states.  In  the  universi- 
ties of  our  state,  there  are  now  black 
'    professors  and  scholars  in  residence. 
Dr.  John  Hope  Franklin  at  Duke 
University  is  a  recognized  historian  of 

Ithe  black  presence  in  our  country. 
He  has  recently  written  Mirror 
to  America:  The  Autobiography  oj 
John  Hope  Franklin.  There  is  Dr. 
Maya  Angelou,  a  poet  who  is  the 
Artist  in  Residence  at  Wake  Forest 
University. 
A  visit  to  various  bookstores, 
including  Catholic  stores,  online  or 
on  foot  can  be  rewarding.  -  Msgr. 
Thomas  E  Hadden 


Al  comenzar  el  ano  tenemos  la  es- 
peranza que  muchas  cosas  van  a 
cambiar  para  mejorar;  confiamos  en 
tener  un  nuevo  presidente,  un  nuevo 
programa  de  gobierno,  unos  suefios  para  tener 
una  reforma  migratoria,  tenemos  retos  tan  grandes 
como  el  de  cambiar  la  economla,  reconciliar  a  los 
pueblos,  restablecer  la  justicia,  la  paz  y  la  dignidad 
de  las  personas,  sanar  al  mundo  de  la  miseria,  del 
hambre,  de  la  opresion  y  de  la  violencia. 

Pero  el  cambio  no  esta  solo  en  las  personas  que  dirigen 
los  pueblos  o  administran  los  servicios  de  la  sociedad,  en 
los  millonarios  o  en  los  que  padecen  la  pobreza  o  sufren 
por  la  guerra  y  la  discrimination  sobre  la  tierra. 

El  verdadero  cambio  se  encuentra  en  cada  ser  humano 
que  busca  recuperar  los  valores,  respetando  la  vida, 
armonizando  la  convivencia,  comprometiendose  con  la 
solidaridad,  Haciendo  de  la  familia  la  primera  Iglesia,  la 
primera  escuela  y  el  mejor  lugar. 

Como  cristianos  estamos  invitados  a  hacer  que  nuestra 
esperanza  brille  como  el  sol,  no  para  ignorar  el  mal,  sino 
para  fecundar  las  decisiones  de  nuestro  obrar,  para  ilumi- 
nar  nuestras  decisiones  y  llevarnos  a  generar  verdaderos 
cambios  en  el  ser  humano,  la  familia  y  la  comunidad. 

No  podemos  sentarnos  a  esperar  que  una  persona  cam- 
bie  los  destinos  del  mundo,  sino  que  tenemos  que  generar 
los  cambios  desde  el  interior  de  cada  persona,  haciendo 
que  beneficien  la  vida,  la  convivencia  y  el  futuro  de  todas 
las  personas. 

No  podemos  acabar  el  mal  por  un  decreto,  por  una  ley 
o  por  la  indiferencia.  Solamente  podemos  hacerlo 
cuando  cada  ser  humano  renuncie  desde  su 
corazon,  se  comprometa  en  transformar  la  oscu- 
ridad  de  su  pecado  con  la  luz  de  la  fe,  la  verdad  y 
la  justicia. 

Cristo  es  esa  fuerza  y  es  la  esperanza  de  todo 
el  mundo.  Cuando  El  reine  en  el  corazon  de  las 
personas,  podra  iluminar  las  institucio- 
nes  y  a  los  que  gobiernan.  Cristo  es  la 
fuerza  de  Dios  que  con  su  amor  trans- 
forma  la  vida  de  los  pecadores,  sana 
el  corazon  de  los  enfermos  y  muere 
para  reconciliar  a  todos.  Por  eso,  no 
olvidemos  en  quien  esta  puesta  nues- 
tra esperanza  y  cual  es  nuestra  mision 
para  ayudar  a  cambiar  nuestra  vida, 
nuestra  familia,  la  comunidad,  la 
Iglesia  y  por  consiguiente  al  mundo. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


How  is  an  institution 
•  like  a  person?  A:  An 
institution  has  a  character  and 
personality  that  can  influence 
the  individuals  around  it. 


V^V    How  is  an  institution  differ 
V^/  •  ent  from  a  person?  A:  At  an 
advanced  age,  say  100,  an  institution 
can  be  stronger  and  more  vigorous 
than  at  any  previous  time  in  its  life. 
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Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  School  and  Cardinal  Gibbo 
High  School  celebrate  their  centennials 


If  you  answered  both  questions  correctly,  perhaps 
you  already  know  something  about  the  history 
of  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  Parochial  School  and 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  in  Raleigh.  As  both 
institutions  celebrate  their  centennials  this  year, 
they  also  celebrate  the  men  and  women  whose  faith 
and  character  they  have  formed,  and  the  vitality 
with  which  they  continue  to  expand  and  enrich 
their  ministries. 

They  celebrate  as  well  the  special  conviction  that 


has  always  been  at  the  center  of  Catholic  education. 
Bishop  Eugene  J.  McGuinness  expressed  it  at  his 
Silver  Jubilee  in  1943,  when  the  world  was  at  war. 
"We  stand  for  parochial  education,"  he  said,  "because 
we  feel  religious  training  is  a  vital  part  of  instruction. 
A  wider  vision  of  God  is  necessary.  Our  very  world 
troubles  today,  in  which  we  see  brother  fighting 
brother,  and  nation  against  nation,  are  caused  by  a 
dethronement  of  thought.  Religion  forgotten,  greed 
and  selfishness  hold  sway." 


 Si 


story 


Today,  in  a  world  where  greed  and 
selfishness  are  still  rampant,  Jason 
Curtis,  the  principal  of  CGHS,  puts 
it  this  way:  "We  want  our  graduates  to  know 
that  God  loves  them  and  has  called  them  to 
love  others,  and  that  this  knowledge  inspires 
them  to  use  the  gifts  that  God  has  given  them 
in  the  service  and  leadership  of  their  Church 
and  community  We  want  them  to  under- 
stand that  they  have  a  great  responsibility  to 
those  around  them,  and  that  by  using  their 
gifts  they  are  giving  glory  to  God." 

The  stories  of  Sacred  Heart  and  Cardinal  Gibbons  are  ex- 
amples of  the  broader  story  of  Catholicism  in  North  Carolina, 
and  their  themes  are  the  same:  perseverance,  solidarity  and  hope 
in  times  of  hardship.  Alumna  Ann  Hall  Marshall,  who  gradu- 
ated with  three  other  students  in  1938,  says  the  most  important 
lesson  she  learned  in  high  school  was  this:  "You  do  the  best  with 
what  you  have."  That  spirit  was  still  strong  when  Frank  Prevo, 
Class  of  '57,  attended  high  school.  "A  lesson  I  have  never  forgot- 
ten, he  says,  "is  that  one  can  accomplish  much  with  little.  1  viv- 
idly remember  the  words  of  our  principal,  Sister  M.  Rose  Imelda, 
OP,  when  the  students  mentioned  it  would  really  be  nice  if  our 
school  had  a  gymnasium  and  a  football  field.  She  said  that  we 
may  not  have  a  gymnasium,  football  field  or  facilities  like  other 


schools,  but  our  textbooks  are  as  good  or  better!  We  laughed, 
made  do  with  what  we  had  and  never  stopped  daydreaming. 
Just  look  at  us  now!" 

Certainly  there  have  been  times  in  the  history  of  both  schools 
when  the  only  reason  to  continue  was  that  it  was  important  to 
the  Church  and  important  to  the  families  in  Raleigh  who  wanted 
their  children  to  have  a  Catholic  education.  Marshall  remembers 
1934,  when  the  high  school  graduated  just  one  student,  who 
almost  missed  the  ceremony  after  being  quarantined  for  measles. 
John  Ruocchio  graduated  from  CGHS  in  1983  and  remembers 
"It  was  a  very  close  environment.  We  were  family.  There  was  not 
much  money  at  the  school  and  sweat  or  family  'equity'  was  often 
used  to  accomplish  tasks." 


Highlights  of  100  Years 

D>T^  1 879:  Father  James  White  purchases  the 
Pulaski-Cowper  Mansion  on  Hillsborough  Street  in 
Raleigh.  The  house  becomes  rectory,  parish  office 
and,  with  the  construction  of  a  chapel  on  the  east 
side  of  the  house,  church  for  Sacred  Heart  Parish. 


1909-1924 


1909:  Sacred  Heart 
Academy,  staffed  by  four 
Dominican  Sisters  of 
Newburgh,  N.Y.,  opens 
 its  doors  to  approximately 


50  students,  grades  1  -9.  The  school  is  housed 
in  the  mansion.  Students  attend  classes  on  the 
first  floor.  The  upper  floors  serve  as  convent 
and  dormitory. 

1 91 2:  The  original  three  ninth-graders,  later 
identified  as  Mrs.  Graham  Andrews.  Mr.  William 
Keyes  and  Mrs.  Herman  Wolff  -  graduate  from 


high  school  in  a  ceremony  at  the  old  Raleigh 
opera  house. 

1 91 8-1 9:  Due  to  the  worldwide  flu  epidemic, 
Sacred  Heart  closes  its  doors  for  the  school  year. 

1 924:  First  Mass  is  celebrated  in  the  new  Sa- 
cred Heart  Church,  named  three  months  later 
as  the  Cathedral  for  the  newly  erected  Diocese 
of  Raleigh.  Sacred  Heart  Academy  is  renamed 
The  Cathedral  School. 


1927-1936 


1 927:  A  new  gran- 
ite convent  is  built  on 
Edenton  Street,  allow- 
ing space  for  Cathedral 
School  to  expand. 


1 935:  The  Pulaski-Cowper  Mansion  is  torn 
down  and  construction  begins  on  the  new 
granite  school.  During  the  transition,  classes  are 


relocated  to  rooms  at  the  First  Baptist  Church 
at  S.  Wilmington  and  Salisbury  Streets. 

1 936:  The  new  school  is  completed.  The  high 
school  is  on  the  third  floor. 


1939-1962 


1 939:  The  school 
receives  state 
accreditation. 

1 947:  A  front  wing  is 
added  to  the  school  to 
a  accommodate  a  library 
and  cafeteria. 


1 948:  The  school  colors,  maroon  and  gold 
for  the  last  1 0  years,  are  changed  to  green 
and  gold,  the  colors  of  Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School  today. 

1 953:  Bishop  Vincent  S.  Waters  decrees  that 
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►►  The  stories  of  Sacred  Heart  and  Cardinal  Gibbons  are  examples  of  the  broader  story  of  Catholicism  in  North  Carolina, 
and  their  themes  are  the  same:  perseverance,  solidarity  and  hope  in  times  of  hardship 


Frank  Prevo  agrees  and  elaborates:  "Not  only  was  the  school 
cohesive,  but  it  was  also  inclusive.  My  class  (1957)  became  the 
first  integrated  class  to  graduate.  I  believe  we  may  have  been  the 
first  school  in  North  Carolina  to  do  so.  We  were  a  place  where 
everyone  mattered." 

Today,  that  attitude  includes  those  outside  the  schools  as  well 
as  "family."  CGHS  senior  Abigail  Bouchon  says  CGHS  helped 
foster  her  passion  for  volunteering.  "When  Hurricane  Katrina 
hit  New  Orleans  in  2005,"  she  says,  "1  didn't  quite  know  what 
I  could  do  to  help;  only  that  I  wanted  to  help.  It  was  the  first 
time  that  I  had  felt  like  I  could  make  a  difference.  A  teacher  at 
Gibbons  recognized  this  desire  in  me  and  introduced  me  to  a 

service  event  called  the  Box-a-Thon,  where 
students  live  the  life  of  a  homeless  teenager 
for  24  hours  and  raise  money  for  disaster 
relief  in  New  Orleans.  The  experience  was 
incredible,  and  my  initial  desire  to  help 
others  turned  into  a  passion  for  volunteer- 
ing, fueled  by  Gibbons'  active  outreach 
program  and  the  continual  support  of 
teachers.  Now  as  a  senior  I'm  leading  the 
Box-a-Thon,  and  this  year  we  had  42  student  participants  raise 
more  than  $15,000  for  local  charities." 

Encouragement  to  service  starts  in  the  early  grades.  Last  year, 
Cathedral  School  representatives  visited  its  sister  school  in  San 
Ramon,  Nicaragua,  to  express  friendship  with  the  children  of 
that  parish.  Cathedral  School  collected  small  toys  and  distributed 
them  to  a  grateful  group  of  school  children  and  their  siblings. 

As  Sacred  Heart  and  Cardinal  Gibbons  turn  100,  both  schools 
look  confidently  toward  a  future  of  working  to  keep  Catholic 


"We  make  an 
effort  each  day  to 
weave  our  Catho- 
lic identity  into 
instruction  and 
our  interactions 
with  each  other." 

-  Donna  Moss 


Ann  Hall  Marshall,  '38        j  H  ^ 

When  Ann  Hall  graduated  in  1 938,  she  was  the  ^^P^ 
only  one  of  her  four-member  class  who  purchased       J**^^  | 

^  Mil  It/  

a  class  ring.  That  ring  became  her  gift  to  Cardinal  -  - 

Gibbons  High  School  on  the  occasion  of  its  v«  if 

centennial.  "I  loved  my  high  school  years,"  she  recalls.  ^  V'« 

"We  knew  everyone  and  we  loved  the  nuns.  No  one 

ever  complained  about  what  we  didn't  have."  tasHBfe3fc.__.M_-.Ji] 
Today,  Mrs.  Marshall  lives  in  Emmitsburg,  Md.,  and  is  an  aspiring  novelist 
working  on  her  second  book  while  looking  for  a  publisher  for  her  first  novel, 
"Catholic  romance"  entitled  Crooked  Lines. 


education  accessible  to  the  families  who  are  committed  to  it, 
while  building  on  a  tradition  of  educational  excellence. 

CGHS  Principal  Jason  Curtis  hopes  this  anniversary  will 
garner  the  attention  of  families  throughout  the  Diocese.  "I  would 
like  people  to  be  open  to  becoming  more  involved  with  our 
school,"  he  says,  "even  if  they  don't  have  children  attending.  To 
be  a  part  of  the  events,  and  then  committed  to  participating  in 
the  vibrant  life  of  our  school.  It  is  our  Diocesan  commitment  that 
will  help  ensure  the  future  of  our  school." 

Donna  Moss,  principal  of  Cathedral  School,  points  to  the 
school  motto:  "At  Cathedral,  we  love  God,  learning  and 
each  other." 

"It  is  a  great  responsibility  to  raise  children  in  our  Catholic 
faith,"  she  says.  "We  take  this  very  seriously  and  make  every 
effort  each  day  to  weave  our  Catholic  identity  into  instruction 
and  our  interactions  with  each  other.  We  expect  it  to  be  obvious 
that  our  students  have  spent  time  with  us,  and  we  hope  that  the 
'Cathedral  Experience'  will  remain  with  them  for  a  lifetime." 


all  racial  segregation  in  Catholic  parishes,  pro- 
grams and  institutions  should  cease. 

1 954:  Cathedral  School  becomes  the  first  fully  in- 
tegrated K- 1  2  school  in  North  Carolina  by  admitting 
St.  Monica  grade  school  students  to  its  high  school. 

1 957:  The  Cathedral  School  population  threatens 
to  outgrow  the  building.  Boosters  begin  raising 
money  for  a  new  school  for  grades  10-12.  (Grade 
9  was  considered  junior  high  in  those  days.) 

1 961 :  Bishop  Waters  moves  the  Diocesan 
offices  to  the  Nazareth  Orphanage  property 
on  Western  Boulevard  to  make  more  room  for 
Cathedral's  growth  as  a  K-9  school. 

1 962:  Bishop  Waters  dedicates  the  new  high 
school  on  the  Nazareth  property  as  Cardinal 
Gibbons  Memorial  High  School.  The  Domini- 
can Sisters  agree  to  continue  staffing  the  high 
school.  Religion  classes  are  taught  by  Diocesan 
priests  attached  to  the  school. 


1967-1999 


1967:  St.  Monica 
students  are  fully 
incorporated  into 
Cathedral  School. 


1970:  The  Do- 
minicans depart  the  high  school.  Four  Sisters 
of  Notre  Dame  in  Chardon,  Ohio,  form  the 
nucleus  of  a  new  faculty  and  staff  at  Cardinal 
Gibbons. 

1 980:  Bishop  F.  Joseph  Gossman  appoints  a 
long-range  planning  board  to  study  the  future  of 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School. 

1 991 :  Cathedral  School  adds  an  all-day  pre- 
Kindergarten  program. 

1 994:  The  Franciscan  Brothers  of  Brooklyn, 
assume  leadership  at  CGHS  and  agree  to  man- 
age the  school  through  its  next  phase  of  growth. 


1 995:  Bishop  Gossman  approves  the  building  of 
a  new  school  to  accommodate  more  than  800  stu- 
dents in  grades  9- 1  2  on  land  just  off  of  Trinity  Road. 

1 999:  The  new  CGHS  is  completed  and  the 
first  school  year  begins  with  760  students. 


!  2006-2007 


]  2006:  Current  Prin- 
'  cipal  Jason  Curtis  and 
two  assistant  principals 
are  appointed. 

2007:  Two  more  as- 


sistant principals  are  appointed,  including  the 
appointment  by  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
of  Fr.  Scott  McCue  as  assistant  principal  for 
spiritual  life. 

2007:  Cathedral  School  receives  the  National 
Blue  Ribbon  School  of  Excellence  award  for  the 
second  time. 


1 


el  hispanoCatolico 


de  amor 

uios 

Eso  es  lo  que  recibimos  de  la  Sagrada  Escritura 


<LSon  estas  ensenanzas  biblicas?  A  veces  se 
piensa  de  los  catolicos  que  sus  creencias  no  son 
biblicas,  pero  esto  no  es  cierto!  No  hay  ninguna 
doctrina  catolica  que  no  este  por  lo  menos 
implicita  en  las  Escrituras.  A  continuation  les 
brindamos  una  breve  sinopsis  de  la  evidencia  de 
las  doctrinas  catolicas  en  las  Escrituras  que  son 
consideradas  como  extraidas  de  la  Biblia. 


►  La  Eucaristi'a  es  el  Cuerpo  y 
la  Sangre  de  Cristo:  1  Corintios 
10:16,  1 1:27-30;  Mateo  26926- 
28;  Marcos  14:22-24;  Lucas 
22:1 9-20;  Juan  6:47-63,66 

►  La  veneration  a  la  Virgen 
Maria:  Lucas  1 :28  41-43,  48; 
Juan  19:25-27;  Apocalipsis 
12:1-6 

►  La  intercesion  de  los  Santos: 

Jeremias  1 5:1 ;  2  Macabeos 
1 5:1 4;  Mateo  22:30;  Lucas 
15:10;  1  Corintios  4:9;  Hebreos 
12:1;  Apocalipsis  5:8,  6:9-10 

►  Reliquias:  Hechos  19:11-12 

►  Poder  de  los  Sacerdotes 
para  perdonar  los  pecados: 


Mateo  16:19,  1 8:1 5-1 8;  Juan 
20:23 

►  Infalibilidad  Papal:  Mateo 
16:18-19;  Lucas  22:31-32;  Juan 
21:15-17 

►  Purgatorio:  Salmos  66:1 2; 
Isaias  4:4,  6:5-7;  Miqueas  7:8- 
9;  Malaqui'as  3:2-4;  2  Mace 

1  2:39-42,  44-45;  Mateo  5:25- 
26,  1  2:32;  Efesios  4:8-10,  1 
Corintios  3:1  1-15;  Apocalipsis 
21:27 

►  Angeles  Guardianes:  Salmos 
34:7,  91:1 1;  Mateo  18:10, 
Hechos  12:15,  Hebreos  1:14 


Quizas  alguna  vez 
hayan  visto  la 
comedia  romantica 
Tienes  un  E-mail 
t  Mail  en  ingles), 
en  ella  refleja  la  emotion 
de  las  personas  al  recibir 
correspondencia  de  sus  seres 
queridos  y  con  esta  carta  de 
Amor  de  Dios,  jtodos  recibimos 
un  correo  y  debemos  sentirnos 
emocionados  al  leerlo! 


La  revelacion  de  Dios  en  la  Escritura  es 
como  un  "manual  de  instruccion"  en  nuestras 
vidas,  pero  en  realidad,  la  Palabra  escrita  de 
Dios  es  similar  a  una  carta  de  amor  y  no  a  un 
manual  de  instruccion.  El  Dei  Verbum  nos 
dice  "...  en  los  libros  sagrados,  el  Padre  que 
esta  en  el  cielo  viene  con  amor  a  recibir  a  Sus 
hijos  y  habla  con  ellos."  (dv  21) 

Pnmero  que  todo,  hay  ciertos  hechos  con 
relation  a  las  Sagradas  Escrituras  que  el  Dei 
Verbum  claramente  expone  y  que  sirve  como 
los  cimientos  de  nuestro  entendimiento. 
Dios  es  el  autor  de  la  sagrada  Escritura  la 
cual  es  la  Palabra  de  Dios  por  escrito  bajo 
la  inspiracion  del  Espiritu  Santo.  La  palabra 
inspirada  significa  literalmente  "espirada  por 
Dios"  porque  El  es  el  autor  y  las  Escrituras 
tienen  el  carisma  de  la  inspiracion. 

Dios  inspiro  a  los  autores  de  la  Biblia  y 
ellos  no  solo  copiaron  lo  que  el  Espiritu 
Santo  les  dictaba,  sino  que  Dios  utilizo  el 
maximo  de  sus  facultades  y  poderes  para 
que  El  actuase  con  ellos  y  por  ellos;  fue  por 
medio  de  estos  autores  que  consignaron  a 
traves  de  la  escritura  todo  lo  que  El  queria 
por  escrito."  (dv  id  La  inspiracion  es  algo 
misteriosa,  pero  entendemos  como  funciona 
si  hacemos  una  analogia  con  la  Incarnation: 
de  la  misma  manera  que  la  segunda  Persona 
de  la  Trinidad  asumio  un  caracter  humano, 
Dios  se  ha  expresado  en  "la  palabra  del 
hombre"  a  traves  de  la  ayuda  de  autores 
humanos.  (dv  13) 

La  Sagrada  Escritura  nos  ensena  la  verdad. 
La  doctrina  de  inerrancia  sigue  logicamente 
la  inspiracion  de  las  Escrituras  y  puesto  que 
Dios  es  el  autor  de  las  Escrituras,  todo  lo 
que  lo  autores  afirman  es  confirmado  por  el 
Espiritu  Santo. 
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Comprension  de  la  sagrada  Escritura 

Dei  Verbum  explica  como  debemos  comprender  o 
interpretar  el  significado  de  las  Escrituras,  por  ejemplo:  Dei 
Verbum  expone  que  debido  a  que  los  autores  son  mismos 
autenticos  es  importante  entender  la  intencion  de  los  mismos 
para  capturar  el  significado  del  pasaje.  Esto  significa  que 
cuando  leemos  la  Biblia,  debemos  preguntarnos  cual  es  el 
proposito  del  autor  al  escribir  cierto  pasaje:  ^La  intencion  del 
autor  fue  la  de  narrar  una  historia,  un  cuento,  una  parabola 
o  una  profecia?  ^El  pasaje  es  una  oracion  o  un  poema?  La 
verdad  es  expresada  de  diferentes  maneras  de  acuerdo  al 
tipo  de  texto.  Muchas  de  las  contradicciones  aparentes  en 
la  Escritura  se  pueden  resolver  teniendo  en  cuenta  que 
la  intencion  del  autor  no  siempre  fue  que  tomaramos  el 
significado  de  forma  literal. 

Sin  embargo,  la  regla  mas  importante  para  comprender 
la  Escritura  dada  por  el  Dei  Verbum,  "debe  leerse  y  ser 
interpretada  bajo  la  luz  del  mismo  Espiritu  por  la  cual  fue 
escrita."  (dv  id  El  Espiritu  Santo  quien  inspire  a  los  autores 
de  la  Biblia  es  el  mismo  Espiritu  que  guia  a  la  Iglesia  hacia  la 
verdad.  (Juan  14:25-26)  Ninguna  verdad  de  la  revelacion  puede 
contradecir  a  otras  verdades  de  la  revelacion.  Una  prueba  de 
autenticidad  de  la  revelacion  es  si  es  consistente  con  ambos, 
el  contenido  y  la  unidad  de  toda  la  Escritura,  y  la  tradicion 
viva  de  la  Iglesia.  (dv  12)  Muchos  de  los  pasajes  de  la  Escritura 
son  malinterpretadas  porque  han  sido  sacadas  de  su  contexto. 

La  Biblia  proviene  de  la  tradicion  viva  de  la  Iglesia  y  no 
viceversa.  Los  sucesores  de  Pablo  y  de  los  Apostoles,  el 
Papa  y  Obispos  en  union  a  El,  autorizaron  los  libros  de  la 
Escritura.  Todavia,  la  tarea  de  interpretar  la  Escritura  hoy  en 
dia  es  realizada  por  el  Papa  y  por  obispos  en  union  a  El  en 


el  Magisterio.  jDebemos  tomar  una  pausa  por  un  momento 
y  considerar  este  gran  don!  Dios  no  nos  dejo  solos  para 
entender  Sus  palabras,  El  nos  ha  garantizado  el  correcto 
entendimiento  de  la  Biblia  por  medio  de  la  Iglesia.  Sin  esta 
autoridad  que  nos  guie,  podriamos  estar  expuestos  a  la 
interpretacion  subjetiva  de  una  sola  persona. 

Jesucristo  es  el  centre  de  las  Escrituras:  Finalmente,  se  debe 
decir  una  palabra  o  dos  del  Evangelio,  el  "corazon  de  toda  las 
Escrituras."  (cic  215)  Jesucristo  es  el  centre  de  toda  revelacion 
y  Su  Evangelio  es  el  centre  o  el  corazon  de  las  Escrituras. 
Todo  lo  incluido  en  el  Antiguo  Testamento  nos  guia  a  Cristo, 
y  todo  lo  que  esta  en  el  Nuevo  Testamento  hace  referenda  a 
El.  San  Agustin  expreso:  "Dios. . .  inteligentemente  organizo 
que  el  Nuevo  Testamento  estuviese  oculto  en  el  Antiguo  y  el 
Antiguo  se  manifieste  en  el  Nuevo." 

Hoy  en  dia,  algunas  personas  cuestionan  la  fiabilidad 
de  los  Evangelios  como  documentos  historicos.  En  la 
superficie,  pareciera  que  los  cuatro  autores  del  Evangelio 
se  contradicen  y  no  pueden  contarse  como  fuentes 
confiables.  Sin  embargo,  es  importante  recordar  que  los 
autores  del  Evangelio  no  tuvieron  la  intencion  de  rendirnos 
"cuentas"  de  la  vida  de  Cristo.  Dei  Verbum  nos  explica  de 
la  siguiente  manera:  "Los  autores  cuando  escribieron  los 
cuatro  Evangelios,  seleccionaron  ciertos  elementos  que 
han  sido  transmitidos  por  via  oral  0  de  forma  escrita;  otros 
sintetizaron  0  explicaron  con  perspective  la  situacion  de  las 
iglesias,  manteniendo  la  predicacion,  siempre  diciendonos  la 
verdad  acerca  de  Jesus."  (dv  19) 


-  Hermana  Maria  Faustina  Showalter,  O  R,  Hermana  John  Mary  Corbett,  O.P., 
Hermana  Maria  Gemma  Martek,  O  P,  and  Hermana  Elizabeth  Ann  O'Reilly,  O  P 


4  maneras  de  incorporar  la  sagrada  nuestra  vida  diaria 


iDe  cualquier  manera  en  la  que  usted  decida 
incorporar  las  Escrituras  en  su  vida,  jamas  se 
arrepentira!  Recuerde  que  El  prometio  lo  siguiente  "el 
que  busca  encuentra"  asi  que  si  quiere  conocer  mejor  a 
Dios  en  Su  Palabra,  sera  bendecido  en  abundancia. 

IReflexione  en  la  lectura  diaria  de  las  Escrituras.  La 
iglesia  se  ha  encargado  de  presentar  la  Palabra  de 
Dios  a  los  feligreses  durante  la  Liturgia  de  la  Palabra 
entre  las  Misas  dominicales  y  las  Misas  semanales. 
El  Leccionario  esta  organizado  en  ciclos  sistematicos 
entre  textos  biblicos  del  Antiguo  y  Nuevo  Testamento 
los  cuales  cubren  una  vasta  representacion  de  las 
Escrituras  durante  el  curso  de  los  anos.  Si  puede  o 
no  asistir  a  Misa,  lea  y  reflexione  las  lecturas  diarias, 
siguiendo  el  Misal  Romano  o  buscando  las  lecturas  en 
su  Biblia. 

2 Ore  en  la  Liturgia  de  las  Horas.  La  Liturgia  de 
las  Horas,  es  realizada  a  diario  por  el  clero,  los 
religiosos  y  los  laicos  del  mundo  entero.  Las  horas 


estan  compuestas  por  salmos  y  lecturas  breves  de  las 
Escrituras,  mas  oraciones  de  alabanza  y  peticiones. 
Puede  obtener  un  breviario,  el  libro  de  oracion  de  la 
Liturgia  de  las  Horas,  en  las  librerias  catolicas. 

3Asista  a  un  grupo  de  estudios  biblicos.  Pregunte 
en  su  parroquia  sobre  los  grupos  de  estudio  para 
conocer  a  Dios  en  la  Escritura  y  estudiar  Su  Palabra 
con  los  demas.  Pregunte  en  su  libreria  catolica  mas 
cercana  por  material  de  estudio  para  aprender  por  su 
cuenta  de  no  estar  disponible  ningiin  grupo  de  estudio 
en  su  parroquia. 

4 Lea  la  Biblia  todos  los  dias.  Dedique  una  parte 
de  su  tiempo  para  leer  la  Biblia  y  reflexionar 
acerca  de  lo  que  Dios  quiere  comunicarle;  puede  ser 
tan  formal  como  un  Lectio  Divina,  metodo  de  lectura  y 
contemplacion  de  las  Escrituras,  o  tan  simple  como  leer 
un  Salmo  o  un  capitulo  de  los  Evangelios  a  diario.  Deje 
que  el  Espiritu  Santo  lo  guie  en  su  seleccion  y  lea  con 
detenimiento,  para  que  asi  le  llegue  hasta  el  corazon. 


Jwerido  lector 
de  NCC 

Por:  Padre  Tad  Pacholczyk 


Dear  NCC:  <LC6mo  podemos 
tomar  buenas  decisiones  de 
conciencia? 

La  idea  de  que  todos  y 
cada  uno  de  nosotros 
es  capaz  de  un 
entendimiento  basico  de  la  ley 
moral  es  un  concepto  siempre 
presente  en  la  argumentation 
bioetica.  Esta  capacidad  distintiva  del  ser 
humano,  que  en  la  cultura  occidental 
conocemos  como  "conciencia",  nos  ayuda 
a  elegir  correctamente  cuando  tenemos 
que  tomar  algunas  decisiones  morales 
basicas.  Hasta  los  ninos  parecen  reconocer 
instintivamente  esta  ley  superior  cuando  se  les 
instruye  sobre  lo  que  esta  bien  y  lo  que  esta 
mal.  El  hombre  descubre  en  lo  profundo  de  su 
conciencia  esa  ley  que  el  no  se  ha  impuesto  a  si 
mismo,  pero  que  debe  obedecer.  La  conciencia 
ha  sido  muy  bien  descrita  como  el  nucleo  mas 
secreto  del  ser  humano  y  su  sagrario. 


Como  creaturas  conscientes  que 
somos,  estamos  orientados  a  aspirar 
al  bien  y  evitar  el  mal.  Pero  debido 
a  nuestra  naturaleza  quebrantada, 
misteriosamente  nos  atraen  de  igual 
manera  las  elecciones  equivocadas 
y  daninas.  Es  posible  tambien  que 
otras  voces  a  nuestro  alrededor  nos 
induzcan  a  silenciar  o  acallar  lo  que 
nuestra  conciencia  nos  dicta.  Conforme 
avanzamos  en  edad  puede  suceder, 
inclusive,  que  logremos  cierto  grado 
de  refinamiento  y  justifiquemos  las 
elecciones  personales  que  no  son  buenas, 
elecciones  totalmente  contrarias  a  la  ley 
de  nuestro  propio  ser.  El  sagrario  interior 
de  la  conciencia  es  muy  fragil  y  podemos 
facilmente  transgredirlo,  por  lo  que  se 
requiere  mucha  atencion  de  nuestra  parte 
si  queremos  permanecer  fieles  a  el. 

Recuerdo  el  caso  de  una  pareja  que 


Padre  Tad  Pacholczyk 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz  Pacholczyk  hizo 
su  doctorado  en  neurociencias  en  la 
Universidad  de  Yale  y  su  trabajo  post- 
doctoral en  la  Universidad  de  Harvard. 
Es  Sacerdote  para  la  Diocesis  de  Fall 
River,  Massachusetts,  y  se  desempefia 
como  Director  de  Education  en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de  Bioetica  en  Phila- 
delphia. The  National  Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www.ncbcenter.org  Traduc- 
tion: Maria  Elena  Rodriguez 


habia  estado  vrviendo  en  union  libre  por 
muchos  afios.  Ninguno  de  los  dos  habia 
pensado  seriamente  en  el  matrimonio,  pero  un 
dia  se  dan  cuenta  de  que  ella  esta  embarazada. 
El  joven,  catolico,  decidio  hablar  con  el 
sacerdote.  Los  tres  se  reunieron  una  tarde, 
platicaron  largamente  y  al  final  decidieron  que 
el  aborto  no  era  una  opcion.  Hablaron  tambien 
sobre  la  posibilidad  de  casarse  en  un  futuro 
proximo. 

Mas  tarde,  ese  mismo  dia,  los  papas  de  la 
muchacha  visitaron  a  la  pareja.  Eran  unos 
padres  flexibles  y  habian  aceptado  bien  la 
situacion  de  que  su  hija  viviera  en  union 
libre.  Durante  la  cena  la  joven  comento  lo  de 
su  embarazo,  y  con  esta  revelacion  las  cosas 
cambiaron.  Cuando  terminaron  de  cenar  la 
mama  llevo  a  la  hija  aparte  y  le  dijo:  "Mira, 
tienes  todo  un  futuro  por  delante.  No  te 
conviene  pasar  el  resto  de  tu  vida  con  este 
muchacho.  Querida,  tienes  que  abortar". 

A  la  mafiana  siguiente,  los  dos jovenes 
regresaron  a  ver  al  sacerdote.  El  muchacho 
menciono  la  conversacion  con  la  mama  de  la 
joven  y  dijo  que  estaban  reconsiderando  la 
opcion  de  abortar.  "Ya  habiamos  tornado  una 
decision  ayer",  dijo  el  sacerdote.  "^Y  eso  que 
importancia  tiene?,  -contesto  el  muchacho-, 
puedo  decidir  algo  el  dia  de  hoy  y  mafiana 
cambiar  de  opinion".  El  sacerdote  le  respondio 
simplemente:  "Para  cierto  tipo  de  decisiones 
no  se  puede  cambiar  de  opinion.  Si  te  retractas 
de  esa  decision  hoy  manana  ya  no  sabre  quien 
eres...". 

Esta  respuesta  desconcerto  al  muchacho, 
pero  al  reflexionar  en  ello  mas  tarde, 
comprendio  que  el  sacerdote  tenia  razon. 
Cierto  tipo  de  decisiones  tocan  hasta  el  mismo 
fondo  de  nuestro  ser.  Aceptar  o  rechazar  la 
tentacion  a  actuar  gravemente  mal,  como 
lo  es  el  abortar,  toca  nuestro  corazon  mas 
profundamente  que  muchas  otras  elecciones 
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La  education  catolica: 

Mision  integral  de  la  Iglesia 


diarias  de  menos  peso.  Al  final, 
son  nuestras  decisiones  morales 
las  que  determinan  quienes 
somos  y  lo  que  llegamos  a  ser. 
Cuando  nos  comportarnos  en 
contra  de  una  conciencia  recta 
estamos  violando  y  desfigurando 
quienes  somos  y  nos  hacemos 
menos  humanos.  A  eso  se  referia 
el  sacerdote  cuando  le  dijo  al 
muchacho  que  ya  no  podria  saber 
quien  era. 

Otro  caso  real  que  recuerdo 
en  relation  a  la  suave  voz  de  la 
conciencia  es  el  de  una  madre  de 
tres  ninos  que,  al  enterarse  de  que 
nuevamente  esta  embarazada, 
empieza  a  tener  dudas  y  a  pensar 
que  no  podra  con  la  carga  de  otro 
hijo.  Finalmente,  cuando  iba  a  su 
siguiente  revision  medica,  decide 
abortar.  El  medico  no  estaba 
enterado  de  esos  planes,  por  lo 
que  initio  con  el  ultrasonido 
de  rutina  para  ver  como  iba 
progresando  el  embarazo.  Los  tres 
ninos,  que  tambien  acompanaron 
a  su  mama  al  consultorio, 
estaban  ocupados  jugando  en 
el  piso.  Cuando  el  doctor  paso 
el  escaner  por  el  abdomen  de 
la  mama,  el  nino  mas  pequeno 
levanto  la  vista  de  los  avioncitos 
de  juguete  para  ver  a  la  pantalla, 
y  dijo:  "jMira  mama,  un  bebe!". 
Esa  misma  tarde,  al  salir  de  la 
consulta  medica,  ella  ya  estaba 
segura  de  que  no  podia  terminar 
con  aquella  vida  que  crecia  en  su 
vientre. 

Muchas  veces,  es  la  mirada  y 
el  corazon  de  un  nino  lo  que  nos 
recuerda  como  es  una  conciencia 
pura  y  recta.  Como  adultos, 
formar  la  conciencia  significa 
practicar  la  virtud  eligiendo  de 
manera  repetitiva  y  terminante  lo 
que  es  bueno,  verdadero  y  moral. 
Esto  trae  orden  a  nuestra  vida  y 
genera  paz  en  nuestro  corazon. 
En  ultima  instancia,  descubrimos 
como  ser  plenamente  humanos 
solo  en  la  medida  en  que 
seguimos  fielmente  la  suave  voz 
de  una  conciencia  que  se  ha  ido 
formando  en  la  rectitud. 


En  el  mes  de  abril  del  afio  pasado  nuestro  Santo  Padre  el  Papa 
Benedicto  XVI,  durante  su  visita  pastoral,  se  reunio  con  educadores 
catolicos,  entre  ellos  el  Dr.  Michael  Fedewa,  Superintendente  de 
Educacion  y  Formacion  Catolica  de  la  Diocesis.  -La  educacion  forma  parte 
de  la  mision  integral  de  la  Iglesia  para  proclamar  la  Buena  Noticia  y  ademas 
toda  institucion  educativa  catolica  es  un  lugar  para  encontrar  al  Dios  viviente 
quien  revela  en  Jesucristo  Su  amor  y  su  verdad  -comento  el  Papa. 


La  celebration  del  bautismo  les  recuerda 
a  todos  los  padres  que  ellos  son  los  maestros 
fundamentales  de  sus  hijos  en  el  camino  a  la 
fe,  y  debe  considerarse  como  una  vocation 
privilegiada.  Los  padres  ademas  buscan  apoyo 
con  esta  gran  responsabilidad  como  lo  es  la 
educacion  en  las  parroquias  y  en  las  comu- 
nidades  de  fe,  y  es  aqui  donde  los  padres 
reciben  el  apoyo  de  la  educacion  catolica  y  de  la 
formacion  de  fe  que  esta  disponible  en  muchas 
maneras  y  niveles.  Es  por  esta  razon  que  les 
debemos  expresar  gratitud  a  nuestros  padres 
por  el  ejemplo  de  sus  vidas  y  a  todos  aquellos 
que  los  apoyaron  en  este  gran  compromiso  de 
la  educacion  y  de  la  formacion  catolica. 

En  este  momento  en  particular  en  la  vida  de 
la  diocesis,  nuestras  escuelas  de  Catedral  y  de 
Cardinal  Gibbons  celebran  su  centesimo  aniver- 
sario  impartiendo  educacion  catolica,  permitie- 
ndonos  la  oportunidad  de  enfocamos  en  el  don 
y  en  el  papel  de  estas  instituciones;  pero  ^Por 
que  son  tan  especiales?  Las  escuelas  catolicas 
no  son  meramente  instituciones  que  ofrecen 
programas  academicos  de  excelencia,  tambien 
le  brinda  a  los  estudiantes  un  lugar  donde  pu- 
eden  orar  juntos  a  diarios,  hablar  de  Jesus,  estar 
rodeados  de  simbolos  como  el  crucifijo  u  otros 
sfmbolos  que  les  recuerde  la  presencia  de  Dios, 
escuchar  la  Buena  Noticia,  aprender  las  ense- 
nanzas  de  la  iglesia  catolica,  aprender  y  rendirle 
reverencia  a  la  Sagrada  Liturgia  y  participar  ante 
los  ojos  de  la  fe  que  nace  por  conviction  que 
Jesucristo  es  la  fuente  de  toda  la  verdad. 

Extendamos  asi,  nuestra  mas  sincera  fe- 
licitation a  todos  los  que  forman  parte  de  las 
escuelas  catolicas  de  Catedral  y  de  Cardinal 
Gibbons  por  todos  estos  aiios  de  labor  y  en  la 
ocasiOn  de  su  centesimo  aniversario  de  edu- 
cation catolica  en  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh;  tam- 
bien expresemos  nuestro  gran  agradecimiento  a 
todos  los  sacerdotes,  religiosos,  administradores, 
educadores  y  personal  laico  que  con  devotion 


han  dado  su  tiempo  en  este  gran  ministerio. 
Tambien  agradecemos  a  los  padres  y  repre- 
sentantes  que  permiten  que  nuestras  escuelas 
catolicas  los  ayuden  en  la  educacion  y  for- 
macion de  sus  hijos.  Estamos  muy  agradecidos 
por  todos  sus  sacrificios.  Ademas  estamos  muy 
agradecidos  con  nuestros  parrocos  y  con  todos 
los  miembros  de  nuestras  parroquias  quienes 
brindan  todos  sus  recursos  para  demostrar  su 
gran  apoyo  por  la  educacion  catolica. 

Los jovenes  me  preguntan  a  menudo 
"iCual  es  la  mejor  parte  de  ser  Obispo?"  y 
con  frecuencia  les  respondo  con  alegria  que  la 
mejor  parte  de  ser  Obispo  son  las  visitas  que 
realizo  a  las  escuelas  catolicas.  Siempre  me 
siento  muy  inspirado  por  la  fuerte  identidad 
catolica  que  impregnan  las  instalaciones  y  me 
siento  identificado  por  el  gran  compromiso 
de  nuestros  educadores  catolicos. 

Es  emocionante  ver  la  gran  facilidad  que 
tienen  estos  jovenes  para  hablar  de  su  amor 
por  Jesucristo  y  el  deseo  de  aprender  mas 
de  El.  Estoy  sorprendido  de  las  incontables 
maneras  que  el  amor  por  Dios  se  ve  refle- 
jado  en  el  servicio  cristiano.  Nuestros  ninos 
y  adultos  realmente  aman  a  sus  escuelas 
catolicas  y  reconocen  el  valor  que  represen- 
tan  para  ellos  y  para  la  diocesis.  jNo  podria 
estar  mas  de  acuerdo!  Por  esta  razon,  renue- 
vo  mi  compromiso  por  nuestras  escuelas 
catolicas  y  mi  juramento  de  brindarle  esta 
oportunidad  a  cuanto  estudiante  sea  posible. 

En  las  mismas  palabras  de  nuestro  Santo  Pa- 
dre "la  educacion  es  parte  integral  de  la  mision 
de  la  Iglesia"  y  todos  los  que  conforman  este 
gran  ministerio  sean  renovados  en  esta  gran  la- 
bor. Por  favor,  unanse  a  mi  en  oration  para  que 
las  escuelas  catolicas  continiien  prosperando  y 
sigan  siendo  el  lugar  donde  nuestros  estudiantes 
"encuentren  al  Dios  viviente  quien  revela  en 
Jesucristo  Su  amor  y  Su  verdad" 

-  Monsenor  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Obispo  de  Raleigh 


Religious  Education  at  the  Movies? 

►►  At  9:30  on  a  Sunday  morning,  the  parking  lot  outside 
Smithfield  Cinemas  is  packed.  A  special  preview  showing  of 
a  new  film?  No.  Students  from  St.  Ann's  Catholic  Church  in 

Clayton  attend  Sun- 
day Faith  Formation 
classes  here. 

St.  Ann's  religious 
education  program 
serves  students  from 
pre-school  to  adults, 
but  the  parish  doesn't 
have  the  facilities  to 
house  it.  So  classes 
were,  until  a  year 
ago,  held  at  Smith- 
field's  Short  Journey 
Center.  "We  outgrew  that  space,"  says  Blanche  Ellison, 
Faith  Formation  Director  at  St.  Ann,  "and  with  gas  prices  as 
high  as  they  were,  the  travel  was  a  burden  to  many  of  our 
families." 

When  the  dilemma  surfaced  at  a  parish  council  meeting, 
St.  Ann  parishioner  John  Shallcross  stepped  forward  with  a 
unique  solution.  Shallcross  is  owner  of  Smithfield  Cinemas. 
He  offered  to  open  the  facility  from  9:15  a.m.  to  1  0:30 
a.m.  on  Sundays  to  accommodate  the  religious  education 
classes.  "It  really  sets  up  well  for  the  purpose,"  Shallcross 
says.  "There  are  1  0  different  auditoriums  and  convenient 
rest  rooms."  The  adult  group  meets  in  the  theater  lobby. 

"We  meet  the  first  three  Sundays  of  each  month,"  Ellison 
explains.  "On  the  fourth  Sunday  we  have  catechist  formation 
at  the  church."  Even  without  the  novelty  of  its  location,  the 
program  is  impressive,  covering  every  age  level  and  educat- 
ing more  than  500  students.  "I  have  amazing  catechists  and 
parent  volunteers,"  Ellison  says.  "It's  thanks  to  their  efforts 
and  John's  generosity  that  this  is  possible." 

Diocese  Celebrates  Our  Lady 
of  Guadalupe  Feast  Day 


On  Dec.  1  2,  Catholic  churches  throughout  the  Western 
Hemisphere  celebrated  the  Feast  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe. 
What  began  primarily  as  a  religious  feast  day  in  Mexico  is 
now  celebrated  in  countries  throughout  Latin  America  and  in 
the  United  States.  In  1  945,  Pope  Pius  XII  proclaimed  Our 
Lady  of  Guadalupe  "Queen  of  Mexico"  and  "Empress  of  the 
Americas,"  a  position  re-affirmed  by  Pope  John  Paul  II  and 
Pope  Benedict  XVI. 

In  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  wind  and  rain  failed  to  discour- 
age worshipers  who  gathered  at  more  than  30  churches 
to  celebrate  the  feast.  At  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Church 
in  Cary,  the  Hispanic  community  arrived  at  4:30  a.m.  for  a 
procession  and  prayer,  then  filled  the  church  to  overflowing 
for  Mass  in  Spanish  celebrated  by  Father  Michael  Spurr,  with 


the  Rev.  Monsignor  Tim  O'Connor  concelebrating.  A  meal  in 
the  parish  hall  followed. 

The  feast  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  commemorates  the 
appearance  of  Mary  to  Juan  Diego,  a  poor  Mexican  laborer, 
on  Dec.  9,  1  531 .  When  Mary  appeared,  she  identified 
herself  as  the  Mother  of  the  True  God,  Creator  of  all  things, 
and  asked  Juan  Diego  to  request  the  Bishop  of  Mexico  to 
build  a  church  on  the  site  of  the  apparition.  The  Bishop  at 
first  hesitated,  telling  Juan  Diego  he  would  like  to  see  a  sign 
from  the  Virgin  Mary. 

Three  days  later,  she  again  appeared  to  Juan  Diego, 


sending  him  to  the  top  of  the  hill 
to  gather  an  assortment  of  roses 
miraculously  blooming  in  mid-De- 
cember. Juan  Diego  placed  the 
flowers  inside  his  tilma,  a  poor- 
quality  cactus  cloth,  and  went  back 
to  the  Bishop.  Standing  before 
him,  Juan  Diego  opened  his  gar- 
ment. As  the  roses  fell  to  the  floor, 
they  revealed  an  image  of  the  Holy 
Mother  on  the  tilma. 

The  Bishop  was  convinced,  and  built  the  first  sanctuary 
in  1  533.  The  current  Basilica  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe 
was  built  in  Mexico  City  in  1  976.  According  to  a  Web  site 
dedicated  to  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe,  an  estimated  1 0  million 
people  visit  the  site  every  year,  making  it  the  most  popular 
Marian  shrine  in  the  world.  Juan  Diego  was  canonized  a 
saint  by  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  2002,  with  his  feast  day 
celebrated  Dec.  9. 

Ministries  Thank  Diocesan  Faithful  for  Support 

Contributions  by  the  faithful  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  to 
special  collections  were  gratefully  acknowledged  recently:  the 
Black  and  Indian  Mission  Office  -  $78,706.92  to  assist  in 
evangelization  efforts  nationwide;  Catholic  Charities  USA  - 
$74,707. 11  and  $1  1 ,  7 1  6.47  for  immediate  relief  and  long 
term  recovery  support  for  victims  of  Hurricane  Ike  and  other 
natural  disasters;  and  the  Collection  for  the  Church  in  Latin 
America -$85, 137.35. 
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Deaths  of  Three  Diocesan  Priests 


►►  Father  Joseph  J.  Klaus,  a 

retired  priest  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh,  died  Dec.  30,  2008.  A 
native  of  New  York,  Father  Klaus 
moved  to  North  Carolina  in  order 
to  do  missionary  work.  He  was  or- 
dained in  1  954  by  Bishop  Vincent 
S.  Waters.  From  1955  until  the 
late  1  970s,  he  served  at  various 
parishes  in  the  Diocese,  as  well  as  ministering  from  the  Di- 
ocesan motor  and  trailer  chapels  and  serving  as  chaplain 
of  St.  Joseph  of  the  Pines  Hospital  in  Southern  Pines.  His 
last  assignment,  in  1  976,  before  retiring  in  1  981 ,  was  as 
pastor  for  the  second  time  of  St.  Anne  Church  in  Edenton. 
His  funeral  Mass  was  celebrated  at  St.  Anne  on  Jan.  5  by 
the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F  Burbidge,  with  Msgr.  Gerald 
L  Lewis  as  homilist.  Father  Klaus  was  buried  in  St.  Anne 
Catholic  Church  Cemetery. 

►►  Father  William  D.  Kowal,  a 

priest  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh, 
died  Dec.  21,  2008,  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  after  a  brief  final  illness. 
Father  Kowal  was  born  July  4, 
1  949,  and  ordained  a  priest  on 
Dec.  1 4,  1  979.  He  served  the 
Diocese  as  associate  pastor  at  St. 
Michael  the  Archangel  Parish,  Cary; 
St.  Paul  Parish,  New  Bern;  and  Holy  Trinity/Our  Lady  of  the 
Atonement  (now  Holy  Spirit)  Parish  in  Kinston. 

Father  Kowal's  funeral  Mass  was  celebrated  on  Dec. 
27  at  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Catholic  Church  in  Newton 


Grove,  with  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  as 
principal  celebrant.  Msgr.  Jerry  M.  Sherba,  who  was  pastor 
in  Kinston  when  Father  Kowal  served  there,  recalled  him 
as  a  man  of  faith,  noting  his  tender  care  for  the  sick  and  his 
perseverance  in  hope.  In  the  later  years  of  his  life,  Msgr. 
Sherba  noted,  Father  Kowal  discovered  a  "vocation  within 
his  vocation,"  the  ministry  of  prayer,  and  spent  the  last  years 
of  his  life  praying  daily  and  fervently  for  the  Diocese  and  its 
faithful,  and  for  his  brother  priests.  Father  Kowal  was  buried 
in  the  Priests'  Section  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Catholic 
Church  Cemetery  in  Newton  Grove. 


►►  Father  Edward  P.  Mahoney, 

76,  a  priest  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh,  died  Jan.  8  in  Durhama 
lr.^y^<Y^f  A  native  of  New  York  City,  Edward 

M    y     M  Mahoney  came  to  North  Carolina 

^a^k         jfi^^ta     in  1  965  to  accept  a  position  as 
i        ■k^gjn  Assistant  Professor  of  Philosophy 

\      0^     y  !   at  Duke  University.  He  became 
hRH&^BB^^B^^M   a  fu||  Professor  in  1  977.  He  was 
ordained  a  priest  in  1  986,  and  continued  teaching  full  time 
at  Duke,  while  ministering  at  St.  Thomas  More  Catholic 
Church  in  Chapel  Hill  and  the  Newman  Catholic  Student 
Center  at  UNC-Chapel  Hill.  Father  Mahoney  was  an  inter- 
nationally respected  scholar  and  lecturer  in  Medieval  and 
Renaissance  Studies  and  a  prolific  author  and  editor.  He 
retired  from  Duke  in  2005.  His  funeral  Mass  was  celebrat- 
ed Jan.  1  2  at  Duke  University  Chapel,  Durham,  with  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  as  Principal  Celebrant. 
Burial  was  in  the  Priests'  Section  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadal- 
upe Catholic  Church  Cemetery  in  Newton  Grove.  Father 
Mahoney  is  survived  by  his  brothers  Patrick,  Kerry,  Myles, 
Stephen  and  the  extended  Mahoney  family. 


Solemn  Vespers  Mark 
Celebration  of  Papal  Honors 

►►  The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
presided  at  Solemn  Vespers  held  Sunday, 
January  1  1 ,  to  celebrate  the  bestowal  of  Papal 
Honors  by  His  Holiness  Pope  Benedict  XVI  on 
The  Reverend  Monsignor  David  D.  Brockman, 
VG,  and  Miss  Kathleen  Walsh. 

The  appointments  were  announced  in  November,  with  Mon- 
signor Brockman  being  elevated  to  the  title  of  Prelate  of  Honor 
and  Miss  Walsh,  director  of  Catholic  Charities  in  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh,  receiving  the  Cross  Pro  Ecclesia  et  Pontifice. 

"Monsignor"  is  a  title  of  distinction  given  by  the  Pope  to 
certain  priests  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  recognition  of 
the  priest's  service  to  the  Church.  Candidates  are  nominated 
for  the  honor  by  their  Bishop  for  consideration  by  the  Holy 
Father.  Everyone  who  holds  the  title  of  monsignor  is  a  part  of 
the  "papal  family"  and  is  allowed  to  attend  Cappella  Pontificia, 


the  time  when  the  Holy  Father  celebrates 
Solemn  Mass.  They  are  also  allowed  to 
participate. 

The  Holy  Cross  Pro  Ecclesia  et  Pontifice 
is  the  highest  award  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  bestowed  by  the  Holy  Father  to  the 
Laity.  The  English  translation  is  "For  Church 
and  the  Pope,"  and  is  also  known  as  the 
"Cross  of  Honor."  Established  in  1  888  by 
Leo  XIII,  it  is  currently  given  for  distinguished  service  to  the 
Church  by  lay  people.  The  design  of  the  medal  is  dictated  by 
the  Holy  Father,  who  bestows  the  honor.  The  medal  or  lapel 
ribbon  may  be  worn  at  any  time  by  the  bearer. 

"We  are  so  happy  that  our  Holy  Father  and  the  Church 
have  recognized  what  we  know  about  Monsignor  Brockman 
and  Kathleen  Walsh,"  Bishop  Burbidge  said.  "What  lifts  us 
up  today  is  not  their  new  titles  or  their  medals,  but  rather  the 
testimony  of  their  lives,  individuals  faithful  to  their  baptismal  call 
and  to  the  particular  vocations  the  Lord  has  entrusted  to  them." 


ignited! 

February  13-14, 2009 

Raleigh  Convention  Center 

Bring  a  friend  and  come  hear 
these  dynamic  Catholic  speakers 

Immaculee  llibagiza 

Rwandan  author  of  Left  to  Tell 

"Story  of  Faith,  Hope  and  Forgiveness" 

Fr.  Larry  Richards 

The  Reason  For  Our  Hope  Foundation 
"The  Truth" 

Tim  Staples 

Catholic  Answers  Apologist 
"Catholics  and  the  Culture  War" 

Joseph  Pearce  A 

Professor  of  Literature  at  Ave  Maria  College 
"The  Evangelizing  Power  of  Beauty" 


FREE  Friday  evening  workshop! 
"Discover  the  Catholic  Church"  7-9:30pm 
No  registration  required 

Full  Program  Saturday  including  Lunch!  8:30am-6pm 

Early  Registration  Discount: 
Adults  $30,  Students  $15,  Groups  of  5  or  more  $20 


Gift  Certificates  Available! 

Vigil  Mass  celebrated  by 
Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 


Bringing  to  light  the  truth  of  the  teachings  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and  igniting  in  our  hearts  a  love  for  our  Faith 


Hunger  No  More 


In  a  world  that  produces  enough  food  to  feed  all  people,  hun- 
ger is  truly  a  scandal.  Yet  it  is  pervasive,  and  it's  not  just  the  poor, 
the  homeless,  or  society's  castoffs  whose  bellies  are  empty.  There 
are  plenty  of  people  working  full  time  who  are  having  trouble  get- 
ting food  on  the  table;  plenty  of  kids  on  free  school  lunch  programs 
who  aren't  eating  between  lunches;  plenty  of  senior  citizens  in  line 
by  9  am  worried  that  the  food  might  run  out  before  they  get  to  the 
pantry  door;  plenty  of  single  moms  working  $6.55  an  hour  jobs 
and  skipping  meals  themselves  so  their  kids  won't  have  to. 


On  Feb.  27  -  28,  the  Franciscan  Coalition  for  Justice  and 
Peace,  a  ministry  of  the  Catholic  Community  of  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi  in  Raleigh,  will  assemble  a  cast  of  distinguished  hunger 
activists  to  offer  the  community  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  root 
causes  of  hunger  and  what  we,  individually  and  collectively,  can  do 
to  solve  hunger  at  home  and  abroad.  The  aim  of  the  conference 
is  to  address  the  current  crisis  in  food  security,  which  has  become 
the  lived  reality  of  millions  around  the  world. 

David  Beckmann,  president  of  Bread  for  the  World  and  global 
leader  in  advocacy  on  behalf  of  the  hungry,  will  headline  the 
conference.  In  a  recent  address,  Beckmann  noted  that  there  has 
been  significant  progress  in  fighting  hunger  and  poverty,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  recent  years.  "But  the  current  economic 
crisis,  which  affects  us  all,  affects  the  poor  and  hungry  most  of  all." 
Beckmann  said.  It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  hungry  people  in 
the  world  has  grown  by  75  million  in  the  last  few  years. 

At  the  Raleigh  conference,  Beckmann  will  be  flanked  by 
distinguished  hunger  advocates  facilitating  six  distinct  workshops: 
The  Global  Hunger  Crisis;  Take  Action  on  Local  Hunger;  Hunger 
Advocacy  and  Public  Policy;  Climate  Change  and  Hunger;  Stu- 
dent Activism;  and  The  Human  Face  of  Hunger  -  Documentary 
Perspectives. 

The  conference,  to  be  held  at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish 
(1  1401  Leesville  Road,  Raleigh,  NC,  27613),  will  open  on 
Friday  night,  Feb.  27,  with  an  OxFam  Hunger  Banquet  -  an 
experiential  component  highlighting  the  disparity  of  access  to 
food  across  the  globe  -  followed  by  a  special  video  presentation 
from  documentary  filmmaker  Gerry  Straub.  Saturday  will  feature 
Beckmann's  keynote  address,  followed  by  a  prayer  service  led 
by  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  and  a  luncheon  and 
special  round  table  discussion  with  clergy  leadership  from  all  over 
North  Carolina.  There  will  be  workshops  in  the  afternoon.  On  both 
Friday  and  Saturday,  the  gathering  will  close  with  interfaith  prayer 
services  reflecting  the  resolve  of  our  diverse  faith  communities  to 
address  this  pressing  issue.  Additional  information  and  registra- 
tion is  available  online  at  www.franciscancoalition.org,  or  by  calling 
919.847.8205. 


For  complete  details  and  online  registration,  visit: 

www.lgnitedByTruth.com 
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The  Latest  from 

St.  Paul  Education  Center,  New  Bern 

►►St.  Paul  Education  Center  (SPEC)  was  started  in 
1  926.  The  Sister  Servants  of  the  Immaculate  Heart  of 
Mary  arrived  from  Scranton,  Pa.,  to  become  its  first  teach- 
ers. Since  then,  St.  Paul  Education  Center  has  gone  from  a 
small  school  in  downtown  New  Bern  to  the  beautiful  cam- 
pus alongside  the  Church,  Convent  and  Family  Life  Center 
we  enjoy  today.  Having  a  generous  playground  and  soccer 


fields  are  among  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy. 

Our  formal  name  is  St.  Paul  Education  Center  because 
the  late  Monsignor  James  Jones,  who  built  the  new  school, 
wanted  the  building  to  be  used  not  only  for  our  Catholic 
schoolchildren,  but  also  for  adult  and  child  faith  formation 
and  for  the  community.  The  Catholic  Daughters  and  the 
Junior  Catholic  Daughters  also  hold  their  meetings  in  our 
school.  We  participate  in  Science  Olympiad  and  the  Na- 
tional Geography  Bee. 

This  year,  our  school  is  focusing  its  teacher  in-services  on 
Differentiated  Instruction.  We  recognize  that  every  student 


Academic  excellence  in  the  Jesuit  Tradition. 

SACS  accredited  and  with  a  diverse,  experienced 
faculty,  we  welcome  all  families  with  children  in 
kindergarten  through  eighth  grade. 

5815  Falls  of  Neuse  Rd,  Raleigh  865-5750 
www.saintraphael.org 


has  gifts  and  it  is  our  goal  to  help  each  child  grow  in  their 
faith  and  knowledge  at  the  same  time  as  learning  what  gifts 
God  has  given  them. 

SPEC  recently  welcomed  a  new  principal,  Monette 
Mahoney,  a  former  principal  of  All  Saints  Catholic  Academy 
in  Rochester,  N.Y.  Mahoney  has  an  MA  in  theology  from  St. 
Bernard's  School  of  Theology  and  a  graduate  certificate  in 
Catholic  school  administration  from  the  University  of  Roch- 
ester. In  addition,  Mahoney  has  been  a  consultant  with  Silver 
Burdett  Ginn  Religion  Company  and  was  on  the  Summer 
Seminar  Speaker  Team  for  1  0  years. 

Mahoney  has  brought  about  many  changes  and  new 
programs  to  the  school.  It  is  with  great  pride  that  our  school 
offers  classes  in  Chinese,  Spanish,  Music,  Technology  and 
Fine  Arts  in  all  grades.  In  addition  we  have  a  newly  formed 
string  group  that  is  taught  twice  a  week.  An  After-School 
Program  and  Enrichment  Clubs  also  are  offered.  Students 
in  grades  3  through  8  publish  their  own  school  newspaper, 
"The  Knight  News,"  four  times  a  year. 

SPEC  focuses  on  developing  the  whole  child  —  intel- 
lectually, spiritually,  socially,  physically  and  emotionally 
-  in  a  safe  environment.  For  more  information,  you  may 
go  to  our  Web  site,  www.stpauleducationcenter.com,  or 
call  252.633.01 00  to  arrange  for  a  tour  of  this  fantastic 

School.  -  Nancy  Stewart 


Please  pray  for  these  deceased  priests 
during  the  upcoming  months 


January 

Msgr.  Charles  J.  O'Connor,  1976 
Rev.  Francis  Connolly,  2008 
Msgr.  Edward  T.  Gilbert,  1983 
Msgr.  Michael  A.  Irwin,  1952 
Msgr.  Eugene  H.  Livelsberger,  1987 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Sweeney,  1958 
Rev.  Robert  J.  MacMillan,  1962 
Rev.  Cletus  J.  Helfrich,  1971 

February 

Rev.  John  G.  O'Brien,  1997 
Rev.  Frank  J.  Stangl,  2008 
Rev.  Richard  E.  Barrett,  1959 
Rev.  Clarence  F.  Hill,  1966 
Rev.  George  A.  Watkins,  1948 
Rev.  James  W.  Kennedy,  1970 

March 

Rev.  Eugene  J.  (Chip)  0'Toole,  1996 
Rev.  John  H.  Huston,  1976 
Rev.  William  McNulty,  M.S.,  1992 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Gorham,  1981 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Morrissey,  1949 
Rev.  Richard  Harper,  S.J.,  1991 
Rev.  Robert  Wilken,  1993 
Msgr.  William  F.  O'Brien,  1960 


Rev.  Kenneth  I.  Parker,  1976 
Rev.  Kevin  C.  Fahey,  2002 
Rev.  Bernard  J.  McDevitt,  1942 
Msgr.  Lawrence  C.  Newman,  1981 
Rev.  Arthur  J.  Racette,  1975 
Rev.  Thomas  E.  Curran,  1983 
Rev.  Philip  J.  0'Mara,  1975 


Rev.  Francis  K.  Brennan,  1962 
Rev.  Edward  J.  Beatty,  1990 
Rev.  Lawrence  J.  Hill,  1985 
Rev.  Vincent  J.  Mahoney,  1977 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Tait,  1988 


Rev.  James  Gallagher,  1950 

Rev.  John  D.  Kelts,  1990 

Rev.  Elias  Zaytoun,  1941 

Rev.  John  M.  Breunig,  1985 

Msgr.  James  E.  McSweeney,  V.G.,  1999 

Rev.  James  E.  Waters,  1996 

Rev.  Justin  P.  Pechulis,  1983 

Rev.  Aloysius  Adler,  1954 
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the  cultures  -  nearly  three  dozen 
-  from  which  his  parishioners 
have  originated. 

Constant,  throughout  the  his- 
tory of  Blessed  Sacrament,  have 
been  the  excellence  and  openness 
of  its  school.  When  there  were 
eight  families  in  the  parish,  the 
school,  staffed  by  the  Sisters  of 
Providence,  educated  25  stu- 
dents, 1 1  of  them  non-Catholic. 
That  ratio  of  Catholics  to  others 
maintains  today,  Father  Benko 
says.  The  school,  in  a  former 
public  elementary  school  building 


In  1971,  when  plans  were  afoot  to  create  the  new 
Diocese  of  Charlotte  from  the  western  half  of  the 
Raleigh  Diocese,  Blessed  Sacrament  in  Burlington 
was  "on  the  bubble."  Some  were  of  the  opinion 
that  Burlington  should  go  to  Charlotte,  since 
the  larger  city  where  Burlingtonites  worked  and 
shopped  was  Greensboro,  to  the  west.  But 
Bishop  Vincent  S.  Waters,  desiring  the 
most  equitable  split  in  territory,  drew  a  line 
as  straight  as  possible  down  the  middle  of  the  state,  and 
Blessed  Sacrament  became  the  westernmost  parish  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh. 


By  then,  Blessed  Sacrament  was 
a  monument  -  one  of  many  -  to 
the  tenacity  of  North  Carolina's 
missionary  priests  in  the  early 
20th  century  Seventy  years  earlier, 
the  legendary  Father  Michael  A. 
Irwin  had  traveled  to  Burlington 
four  times  a  year  by  horse  and 
buggy  from  Newton  Grove  to  say 
Mass  for  the  areas  two  Catholics. 
Although  Blessed  Sacrament  was 
established  as  a  parish  in  1929, 
and  Mass  celebrated  each  Sunday 
in  a  remodeled  home  near  down- 
town, when  the  first  parish  church 
was  built  in  1935,  the  parish  still 
had  only  eight  families.  In  1946, 
Western  Electric  moved  to  Burling- 
ton, bringing  50  Catholic  families 
and  causing  parish  membership  to 
soar  to  86  households. 


Over  the  next  three  decades, 
growth  was  steady.  The  first  Mass 
was  celebrated  in  the  current 
church  on  Oct.  31,  1971,  and 
by  1973,  when  Father  Joseph 
G.  Vetter,  an  alumnus  of  Blessed 
Sacrament  School,  offered  his  first 
Solemn  Mass  there,  the  parish  had 
more  than  400  families. 

Today  immigration  from  the 
North  and  the  South  has  more 
than  tripled  those  numbers.  Ac- 
cording to  Pastor  (and  Dean  of  the 
Piedmont  Deanery)  Father  Robert 
Benko,  OFM  Conv,  more  than 
1,500  families  are  now  registered 
at  Blessed  Sacrament.  He  estimates 
that  as  many  as  2,500  families 
actually  attend  Mass  there.  In  his 
office,  Father  Benko  has  a  wooden 
stand  with  flags  representing  all 
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purchased  in 
1995,  now 
enrolls  225 
students  and 
has  won  the  Blue 
Ribbon  School  of 
Excellence  Award  twice.  And 
it  boasts  a  science  lab  equipped 
more  elaborately  than  any  other 
comparable  school  in  the  state. 

Father  Benko  characterizes  his 
parish  as  especially  "community 
minded,"  and  Blessed  Sacrament 
puts  special  effort  into  fostering 
that  attitude  in  its  youth.  The 
parish  youth  group  takes  an  an- 
nual trip  to  Franciscan  missions 
abroad,  for  example;  recent  trips 
have  taken  them  to  Jamaica  and 
Costa  Rica.  The  opportunity  to  go 
on  the  trip  is  earned  by  local  com- 
munity service  points. 

Challenges?  Not  surpris- 
ingly, the  parish  has  outgrown 
its  church,  and  planning  for 
a  new  facility  is  ongoing.  The 
other  challenge  in  such  a  diverse 
congregation  is  unity.  "That 
takes  work,"  Father  Benko  says, 
"but  that's  something  our  people 
want  to  accomplish." 
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things    to  do 


things  to  do: 


Search  for  Christian  Maturity 
#154,  Feb.  6-8,  Short  Journey 
Center,  2323  Cleveland  Road, 
Smithfield,  NC  27577.  Search  is 
a  weekend  retreat  for  1 1  th- 1 2th 
grade  youth.  Activities  encourage 
self- discovery  and  reflection  on 
relationships  with  others  and  with 
God.  This  is  a  peer-led  retreat  as  the 
Search  "team"  is  made  up  of  other 
teens.  These  past  Searchers  model 
leadership,  faith  sharing,  and  ministry 
with  their  peers.  Adults  in  youth 
ministry  also  attend  and  participate 
in  Search.  Searches  usually  fill  up 
quickly,  so  sign  up  for  the  earliest 
date  possible  to  ensure  yourself  a 
space.  Cost:  $1 05  youth/adults. 
Next  date:  March  20-22.  For  more 
information,  contact  Mike  Hagarty, 
919.821.9770  or  Hagarty® 
raldioc.org. 

Sisters'  Jubilee  Celebration.  The 

Sisters  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  will 
celebrate  anniversaries  of  religious 
profession  on  Sat.,  Feb.  7.  A  Mass 
of  Thanksgiving  will  be  celebrated  by 
the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  at 
1 1  a.m.  A  reception  will  follow  in  the 


Clarion  Hotel  on  Hillsborough  St.  All 
are  invited. 

Scout  Sunday,  Feb.  8.  The  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  celebrates 
annually  in  the  month  of  February 
the  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  Boy  Scout  program  by  Lord 
Baden  Powell  in  England.  The 
Scout  Sunday  tradition  was  started 
in  the  1 940s  to  make  people  in 
church  aware  of  Scouting  and  to 
allow  Scouts  to  live  out  parts  of  what 
is  pledged  each  week.  The  Scout 
Law  says  that  a  "Scout  is  Reverent," 
and  Scouts  of  all  ages  promise  to 
do  their  "Duty  to  God."  These  values 
strengthen  youth  character  in  family, 
community  and  faith.  Catholics  are 
asked  to  do  all  they  can  to  recognize 
those  who  work  on  behalf  of  Catho- 
lic Scouting  on  this  day. 

7th  Annual  Ignited  By  Truth 
Catholic  Conference,  Feb.  1 3, 
7  p.m.-  14,6:30  p.m,atThe 
Raleigh  Convention  Center,  500 
South  Salisbury  St.,  Raleigh,  NC 
27601 .  Join  us  for  the  seventh  an- 
nual Ignited  By  Truth  Catholic  Con- 
ference! Our  mission  is  "bringing 
to  light  the  truth  of  the  teachings  of 
the  Catholic  Church  and  igniting  in 
our  hearts  a  love  for  our  Faith."  Our 
conference  consists  of  a  free  Friday 


evening  program  devoted  to  people 
considering  the  Catholic  Church.  Our 
Saturday  program  is  a  full  day  of  talks 
given  by  dynamic  Catholic  speak- 
ers from  around  the  country.  We 
specifically  address  our  mission  in  all 
areas  of  life,  i.e.,  holiness,  apologetics, 
philosophy,  science  and  the  dignity  of 
human  life.  Visit  www.lgnitedByTruth. 
com  for  more  details. 

Liturgical  Readings  for  Lent,  Online 
Seminar  from  Catholic  Distance  Univ. 
Seminar  starts  Feb.  23  and  runs 
through  March  1 6.  Instructor:  Rev. 
Bevil  Bramwell,  OMI,  PhD.  Cost:  con- 
tinuing education  $1 39;  undergraduate 
credit  $233.  Register  at  www.cdu.edu 
or  by  phone  at  888.254.4238.  Reg- 
istration deadline:  Feb.  1 6.  For  more 
information,  contact  Robert  Jones, 
9 1 9.82 1 .9740  or  Rob.Jones® 
raldioc.org. 

Catechist  Formation  Courses, 

Feb.  1  7-25.  Cycle  2  of  Online 
Courses  from  the  Univ.  of  Dayton. 
Cycle  2  runs  March  1  -April  4.  All 
courses  are  for  adult  faith  formation 
and  catechist  certification.  Courses 
this  cycle  include:  Catholic  Beliefs; 
Catholic  Social  Teaching  2;  Church 
and  Communication;  Church  History 
2;  Ecclesiology:  The  Pilgrim  Church; 
Evangelization  and  Discipleship; 
Images  of  Jesus;  Intro  to  Catechesis; 
Intro  to  Christian  Morality;  Media, 
Faith  &  Values;  the  National  Directory 
for  Catechesis;  Overview  of  the  GDC 
&  NDC;  Sacraments;  Scripture:  OT  & 
NT;  Scripture  and  Justice;  Survey  of 
Catholic  Doctrine.  Cost:  $40.  register 
online  at  http://VLC.UDAYTON.EDU. 
Registration  deadline:  Feb.  25.  For 
more  information,  contact  Robert 
Jones,  9 1 9.82 1 .9740  or  Rob. 
Jones@raldioc.org. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group  for 
Women,  Feb.  1 9,  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9  Eden- 
ton  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27603.  Single 
Catholic  women  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-45  who  are  committed  to  praying 
for  vocations,  growing  in  holiness 
while  in  the  midst  of  the  world,  and 
discerning  the  call  of  Christ  are  invited 
to  the  Vocations  Prayer  Group  for 
Women.  Thursday  evening  meetings 
will  begin  in  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
with  Adoration  of  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment at  7  p.m.  followed  by  Benedic- 
tion. At  8  p.m.  the  group  will  move  to 
the  Office  of  Vocations  for  fellowship 
and  discussions.  Meetings  should 
end  by  9  p.m.  Next  Vocations  Prayer 
Group  for  Women  March  1 9,  same 
time  and  place.  Contact  Father  Ned 
Shlesinger  at  vocations@raldioc.org. 

Priesthood  Discernment  Group, 

Feb.  21,9  a.m.  -  noon  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton  St., 
Raleigh,  NC  27603.  Adult  Catholic 
men  between  the  ages  of  1  7-48 


discerning  a  possible  call  to  Priest- 
hood are  invited  to  the  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group  meetings  held  on 
the  third  Saturday  of  each  month.  If 
you  are  just  beginning  to  contemplate 
a  vocation  or  are  more  serious  about 
a  call  to  priesthood  please  consider 
attending  this  group.  The  Priest- 
hood Discernment  Group  provides 
a  fraternal  environment  in  which  to 
discuss  your  discernment  of  a  pos- 
sible call  to  Priesthood  with  other  men 
who  are  also  examining  the  call.  The 
group  discusses  issues  central  to  the 
call  and  does  so  within  the  context  of 
prayer,  presentations,  and  discussion. 
The  morning  begins  with  Mass.  Cof- 
fee and  doughnuts  will  be  available 
in  the  Office  of  Vocations  (two  doors 
down  from  the  Cathedral)  after  Mass. 
Morning  Prayer,  a  discussion/presen- 
tation about  discernment/Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch  follow. 
Next  discernment  group  March  2 1 , 
same  time,  same  place.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Vocations 
Office,  919.832.6279. 

Challenge  Retreat,  Feb.  20-2 1 . 
Challenge  is  a  Friday-Saturday  over- 
night retreat  for  grades  6-8.  The  re- 
treat focuses  on  community  building, 
self-esteem,  social  justice,  scripture, 
and  relationships  with  friends,  family, 
and  Jesus.  We  will  be  offering  this  re- 
treat at  multiple  sites  on  two  different 
weekends  this  year.  Cost:  $40  youth/ 
adults.  Dates:  Feb.  20-2 1 .  Locations: 
TBA  (one  per  deanery,  two  in  Raleigh 
Deanery).  For  more  information,  con- 
tact Mike  Hagarty,  9 1 9.82 1 .9770  or 
Hagarty@raldioc.org. 

African  Ancestry  Black  History 
Month  Mass  &  Celebration,  Feb. 
21,11  a.m.-1  p.m.,  St.  Anthony 
of  Padua  Catholic  Church,  60  E. 
Vermont  Ave.,  Southern  Pines,  NC 
28387.  Black  History  Month  Mass 
and  Celebration  will  celebrate  the 
contributions  of  African  Ancestry  to 
our  country  and  leadership.  Mass 
Time  1  1  a.m.  Luncheon  to  follow. 
Please  contact  the  AAMEN  Office, 
9 19.82 1.9762,  to  register. 

Volunteers  needed  to  walk  in 
the  Raleigh  St.  Patricks  Day 
Parade,  March  1 4,  with  the  Catholic 
Evangelization  group  One  Bread 
Lay  Apostolate.  Distribute  St.  Patrick 
prayer  cards.  Everyone  (Irish  or 
not)  is  welcome  to  participate  in  this 
family  friendly  evangelization  event 
in  downtown  Raleigh.  Youth  Groups: 
Compete  for  the  4th  annual  "Catholic 
Youth  Evangelization  Award"  by  mak- 
ing signs  to  carry,  wearing  Catholic 
Evangelist  T-shirts,  singing  Catholic 
hymns  or  playing  instruments,  or 
performing  a  Catholic  dance  or 
cheer.  For  information,  contact 
Karen  Matthews  at  91 9.708.6907 
or  1  bread@excite.com,  or  visit 
http:// 1  bread.catholic.org. 


Upcoming  events  at  Avila  Retreat  Center  itfEW 

7 1  1  Mason  Road,  Durham  27712.  To  register  or  for  more  yfj/fflfW 

information,  call  9 1  9.477. 1  285.  IeSfe*S« 

Knowing  God  by  Heart:  A  Day  of  Quiet  uV/L^ 
Reflection  and  Prayer,  Feb.  1 1 ,  9:30  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  To  ^^^^r 
know  God  in  the  world  requires  knowing  God  by  heart.  To 
know  God  by  heart  is  the  purpose  of  reflective  living.  We  long  to  cerate  a 
space  for  God  in  our  lives.  This  guided  silent  retreat  offers  us  that  space  to 
quietly  experience  the  presence  of  God.  Presenter:  Sister  Damian  Marie 
Jackson,  OSF,  MA,  is  director  of  Avila  Retreat  Center  and  has  presented 
many  retreats  along  the  East  Coast  and  in  Canada.  Donation:  $30. 
►►  Prayer:  Our  Connection  With  God,  Feb.  13-15.  Our  relationship 
with  God  is  the  most  significant  of  all  our  relationships.  It  overshadows 
all  others  and  is  the  bedrock  on  which  all  other  relationships  are  based. 
God  is  Love  and  is  always  loving  us,  but  the  life  blood  of  love  is  com- 
munication. Our  challenge  in  communicating  with  God  -  in  prayer  -  is  to 
respond  to  God's  love:  cherish  it,  nourish  it  and  grow  as  a  result.  Explore 
and  experience  various  prayer  styles  to  increase  your  capacity  for  this  most 
important  activity.  Presenter:  Loretta  Brady,  LCSW,  has  been  active  as  a 
psychotherapist  and  spiritual  companion,  as  well  as  a  workshop  and  retreat 
presenter.  Donation:  $1 30. 

►►  Unfinished  Business,  Feb.  20,  7  p.m.  -21,4  p.m.  Lent  is  a 
time  to  reflect  on  what  separates  us  from  God  and  what  we  can  do  to 
amend  our  lives.  This  practice  is  best  begun  with  an  honest  assessment  of 
ourselves.  We  will  look  at  the  "unfinished  business"  God  may  be  calling  us 
to  address  in  one  way  or  another.  Horton  Foote's  Trip  to  Bountiful  will  be 
used  as  a  resource  and  a  metaphor  for  undertaking  a  grace-filled  journey 
"home."  Presenter:  The  Rev.  Dr.  Carol  Jablonski  is  an  Episcopal  priest  who 
has  experience  in  leading  quiet  days  and  parish  retreats.  Before  entering 
full  ministry,  she  taught  communication  at  the  university  level.  She  has  writ- 
ten on  Dorothy  Day  and  the  Catholic  Worker  Movement.  She  is  currently 
serving  St.  Stephen's  Episcopal  Church  in  Durham.  Donation:  $85. 
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Letter  from  the  Bishop 

January  12,  2009 

Dear  Parishioners  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh, 


As  we  reflect  upon  this  past  year, 
we  realize  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  continues  to  experience 
abundant  blessings.  We  are  most  thankful  for  our  priests  and 
their  faithful  ministries  as  well  as  the  dedicated  service  of  our 
deacons,  consecrated  religious,  pastoral  administrators,  and 
laity.  We  are  grateful  for  our  seminarians  and  all  those  pursu- 
ing the  call  to  priesthood  and  we  are  grateful  for  our  increas- 
ing number  of  men  preparing  for  service  as  deacons.  We  are 
blessed  by  the  examples  of  faithful  married  love  and  strong 
family  life.  We  are  most  thankful  that  we  live  in  a  wonderful 
Diocese  which  is  vibrant  in  faith  and  enriched  by  many  dif- 
ferent cultures. 

Through  the  sharing  of  time,  talent,  and  treasure  by  our 
parishioners,  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  been  blessed  with 
the  gifts  of  resources  to  be  used  wisely  and  prudently  to 
advance  the  mission  of  the  Church.  I  convey  my  deep  appre- 
ciation for  these  gifts  so  generously  shared,  especially  at  this 
time  when  there  are  many  financial  and  economic  concerns. 

As  your  Bishop,  I  am  entrusted  with  ensuring  the  proper 
stewardship  of  all  of  our  resources,  including  our  financial 
resources.  As  part  of  that  stewardship,  1  present  this  letter 
regarding  the  finances  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  2008. 


Financial  Audit 

The  independent  accounting 
firm  of  Williams,  Overman, 
Pierce  and  Company  LLP 
audits  the  finances  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  annu- 
ally. Those  financial  state- 
ments can  be  found  on  the 
diocesan  Web  site,  www. 
dioceseofraleigh.org/who/ 
diocese/audit/,  so  that  all  pa- 
rishioners can  have  access  to 
them.  Those  without  access 
to  a  computer  who  would 
like  a  hard  copy  of  the  fi- 
nancial statements,  or  those 
who  have  questions  on  the 
audited  financial  statements, 
can  contact  Russell  C.  Elma- 
yan,  Diocesan  Chief  Finan- 
cial Officer,  at  919.821.9704 
or  at  russ.elmayan@raldioc. 
org.  As  in  past  years,  the 
audit  report  is  accompanied 
by  an  unqualified  opinion. 
This  indicates  the  auditors 
believe  the  financial  state- 
ments fairly  and  accurately 
present  the  financial  picture 
at  the  Diocese.  It  is  our 
policy  to  operate  within  our 
means  and  to  operate  with  a 
balanced  budget. 

The  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
remains  financially  stable, 
and  the  Diocese  ended  the 
year  with  a  small  surplus 
from  our  day-to-day  opera- 
tions. However,  because  of 
non-cash  related  entries  (a 
write-off  of  inactive  pledges 
from  the  Gods  Work  -  Our 
Challenge  capital  campaign, 
an  entry  to  account  for  the 
change  in  market  value  of 
an  interest  rate  swap  related 
to  a  bond  issue  several  years 
ago  to  secure  cash  for  parish 
construction  loans,  an  entry 
for  the  actuarial  projection 
of  long  term  care  for  retired 
priests,  and  the  impact  of 
unrealized  losses  on  the 
Diocesan  endowments  due 


to  the  performance  of  the 
overall  financial  market),  the 
financial  statements  show  a 
decrease  in  net  assets  for  the 
year  ended  June  2008. 

During  this  turbulent 
economic  environment, 
with  the  advice  and  counsel 
of  the  Diocesan  Finance 
Council,  we  have  taken 
several  steps  to  keep  the 
finances  of  the  Diocese  as 
safe  as  possible.  Those  steps 
include:  1)  actively  moving 
surplus  short  term  Diocesan 
and  parish  funds  into  in- 
sured or  the  safest  financial 
instruments;  2)  maintaining 
liquidity  to  provide  for  par- 
ish loans  that  have  been  ap- 
proved, but  not  yet  drawn, 
and  for  parish  loan  requests 
expected  to  be  made  in  the 
coming  years;  3)  assembling 
an  investment  committee  of 
Catholic  investment  profes- 
sionals to  advise  the  Dioc- 
esan Finance  Council  on  the 
investments  in  its  endow- 
ments and  pension  plans; 
and  4)  implementing  a  plan 
to  provide  more  funding  to 
the  priest  pension  plan  in 
order  to  keep  its  funding 
ratios  at  a  prudent  level. 

Virtually  all  of  our  Di- 
ocesan expenditures  are  in 
support  of  parishes  or  parish 
ministry  in  some  form  or 
fashion  -  from  the  expendi- 
tures for  pastoral  ministry, 
to  the  support  from  the  Dio- 
cese of  Raleigh  for  our  local 
Catholic  Charities,  to  the 
grants  given  to  parishes  and 
charitable  institutions,  to  the 
parish  loan  and  insurance 
fund.  All  of  our  resources 
come,  in  some  manner,  from 
parishioners,  either  from 
God's  Work  -  Our  Challenge 
pledge  payments,  Bishops 
Annual  Appeal  gifts,  par- 
ish assessments,  or  wills, 
bequests  or  other  planned 
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gifts.  Therefore,  as  stewards 
of  those  resources,  we  are 
accountable  to  you,  our 
parishioners. 

As  was  the  case  last  year, 
the  financial  statements 
include  an  adjustment  for 
the  remaining  balance  of 
pledges  for  the  Gods  Work 

-  Our  Challenge  capital 
campaign,  since  it  has  been 
determined  that  some  of 
those  pledges  will  not  be 
fulfilled.  To  date,  more 
than  $42  million  of  pledges 
have  been  paid  by  parish- 
ioners across  the  Diocese 
on  pledges  to  Gods  Work 

-  Our  Challenge,  with  more 
than  $15  million  rebated 
back  to  parishes  for  their 
own  local  needs  and  the 
remaining  $27  million  being 
used  for  Diocesan  needs 
(principally  to  fund  endow- 
ments) and  the  campaign 
expenses.  Due  to  unfilled 
pledges,  it  is  unlikely  that 
all  Diocesan  case  elements 
originally  referenced  in  the 
Gods  Work  -  Our  Challenge 
campaign  will  be  funded. 

The  Bishops  Annual 
Appeal  continues  to  be 
the  largest  single  source  of 
income  for  Diocesan  minis- 
tries. Year  in  and  year  out, 
approximately  93  percent  of 
what  is  pledged  is  fulfilled. 

We  have  challenges  to 
meet  in  the  coming  years. 
Those  challenges  include: 
1 )  protecting  the  Diocesan 
assets  during  these  turbu- 
lent economic  times;  2) 
providing  a  just  pension 
benefit  to  lay  employees 
without  negatively  impact- 
ing finances  at  parishes  and 
tuition  at  Catholic  Schools; 
3)  adequately  funding  the 
costs  of  pensions  and  post- 
retirement  medical  costs 
for  priests;  and  4)  helping 
to  fund  the  construction  of 


mission  churches  where  the 
parishioners  are  unable  at 
the  present  time  to  pay  for 
the  construction  of  facilities 
All  of  these  challenges  will 
be  addressed  in  a  planned 
and  prudent  manner  with 
the  consultation  of  the 
Priests  Council  and  the 
Diocesan  Finance  Council. 

Diocesan  Growth 
and  Initiatives 


In  addition  to  our  financial 
prudence,  there  are  many 
signs  that  our  Diocese  is 
healthy  and  vibrant: 

•  The  registered  Catholic 
population  of  the  Diocese 
stands  at  215,863,  which 
is  58  percent  higher  than 
just  10  years  ago.  The 
total  population  of  eastern 
North  Carolina  has  grown 
by  23  percent  in  that  same 
time  period.  The  Catholic 
population  is  growing  at  a 
rate  2.5  times  faster  than 
the  overall  population, 
and  that  does  not  include 
the  large  number  of  Span- 
ish-speaking Catholics 
who  by  custom  often  do 
not  register  at  parishes. 

•  Catholics  now  comprise 
4.9  percent  of  the 
population,  where  the 
Catholic  population  was 
below  1  percent  of  the 
population  less  than  two 
generations  ago. 

•  In  the  last  year  in  our  Dio- 
cese, there  were  more  than 
6,400  baptisms  (3,495  in 
1998),  4,906  first  com- 
munions (2,908  in  1998), 
and  more  than  2,000 
confirmations  (1,366  in 
1998). 

•  Our  Catholic  schools  are 
currently  educating  more 
than  9,000  students,  and 
more  than  28,000  children 


and  adults  are  actively 
involved  in  faith  forma- 
tion programs  in  parishes 
across  the  Diocese. 

•  Responding  to  our  call  as 
disciples  of  Jesus  to  serve 
all,  especially  the  least 
among  us,  in  the  past  year 
Catholic  Charities  had 
more  than  52,000  oc- 
casions to  serve  people, 
regardless  of  religious  af- 
filiation or  station  in  life. 

•  As  of  June  2008,  the 
Diocesan  Deposit  and 
Loan  program  had  107 
outstanding  loans  totaling 
more  than  $49  million  to 
parishes  throughout  the 
Diocese  in  support  of  con- 
struction of  new  schools, 
churches,  and  education 
buildings.  Parishes  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  have 
more  than  $44  million 

on  deposit  in  397  savings 
accounts  with  the  Diocese. 
The  Diocese  has  borrowed 
more  than  $36  million 
from  banks  to  provide 
financing  for  loans  to  be 
made  in  the  near  future. 

•  Even  after  a  decade  of  un- 
precedented expansion  of 
facilities  to  serve  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  there  are  15 
parishes  in  the  planning 
process  for  construction  of 
new  facilities  to  meet  the 
needs  of  our  expanding 
Catholic  population. 

•  As  of  November  2008, 
more  than  11,000  clergy, 
employees,  and  leader- 
ship volunteers  have  been 
trained  in  recognizing  and 
reporting  child  abuse  and 
neglect. 

•  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
Home  Mission  Society 
continues  to  secure  fund- 
ing to  help  support  the 
construction  of  mission 
churches  and  chapels  in 
parts  of  the  diocese  where 


the  Catholic  population 
is  growing,  but  where 
the  parishioners  are  not 
financially  able  at  this  time 
to  pay  for  the  buildings 
needed  to  accommodate 
the  growing  population. 
•  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh, 
along  with  the  Diocese  of 
Charlotte,  has  engaged  the 
North  Carolina  Legisla- 
ture on  initiatives  related 
to  Catholic  teaching  that 
impact  public  policy  on 
matters  such  as  abortion, 
embryonic  stem  cell  re- 
search, the  death  penalty, 
and  comprehensive  im- 
migration reform. 

God  continues  to  richly 
bless  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh, 
and  we  are  privileged  to  be 
His  instruments. 

In  Appreciation 


I  thank  the  dedicated 
members  of  our  Diocesan 
Finance  Council  for  their 
steadfast  service  and  excel- 
lent advice.  Our  15  member 
Council  meets  monthly  and 
comes  from  parishes  across 
the  Diocese.  It  is  composed 
of  four  priests  and  1 1  lay 
professionals  who  graciously 
give  their  time  and  expertise 
in  service  of  the  Church. 

I  am  grateful  to  God 
for  calling  me  to  be  your 
Bishop,  and  I  thank  you  for 
the  countless  ways  you  sup- 
port me  and  our  Diocese.  I 
extend  my  gratitude  for  all 
of  you  and  for  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh,  and  I  assure  you 
of  my  continued  prayers. 

Sincerely  in  Christ, 

Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge 
Bishop  of  Raleigh 


Catholic  Schools  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  - 
At  a  Glance 

Catholic  schools  and  early 
childhood  centers  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh 

•22  elementary  schools 

•  1  high  school 

•  1  private,  independent  high  school 

•  9,116  students  currently  enrolled 

•  830  professionals  staff  the  schools  and 
early  childhood  centers 

•  Teachers  and  principals  are  required  to 
hold,  or  be  able  to  hold,  a  valid  North 
Carolina  license 

Religion/faith  formation 

•  Regular  Masses  and  other  liturgies 

•  Daily  instruction  in  religion  and 
theology 

•  Opportunities  for  service  to  those  less 
fortunate-  putting  faith  into  action 

•  Emphasis  on  vocations  to  the 
priesthood  and  religious  life 

•  Ongoing  formation  of  faculty  and  staff 

•  All  religion  texts  are  in  conformity 
with  the  USCCB 

Service 

►►  All  schools  are  involved  with 
outreach  to  those  in  need.  Examples  of 
this  include: 

•  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School 
students  volunteered  23,000  hours 
of  service  to  the  local 
community.  They  have  thus 
far  raised  more  than  $40,000 
for  charity. 

•  Many  schools  conduct 
fundraisers  for  various 
causes,  including:  a  Catholic 
girls  orphanage  in  Kochi, 
India,  the  Heifer  Project,  and 
Catholic  Charities. 

•  Numerous  food  drives  for 
area  food  distribution  centers. 

•  Sweet  potato  "gleaning"  to  help  feed 
the  hungry  of  North  Carolina. 

•  Sending  care  packages  to  soldiers  in 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 


•  Establishing  "sister  schools"  in  Central 
America 

•  Involvement  with  activities  affiliated 
with  "Respect  Life  Month." 

Academic  Performance 

►►  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School 
offers  more  than  153  courses,  including 
many  honors  and  nearly  20  Advanced 
Placement  classes.  Sixty-one  percent 
of  its  students  are  enrolled  in  honors 
classes  and  26  percent  are  in  AP  classes. 

Cardinal  Gibbons  Class  of  2008 
Results: 

Critical  Reading  Avg.:  572 

Avg.  Math:  574 

Avg.  Writing:  579 

Total  on  1,600  Scale:  1,146 

Total  on  2,400  Scale:  1,725 

2008  Iowa  Test  of  Basic  Skills 
Results-  Percentile  Rank  of 
National  School  Norms: 


Grade 

Reading 

Language 

Math 

Core  total 

percentile 

percentile 

percentile 

percentile 

3 

96 

98 

87 

96 

4 

95 

99 

84 

95 

5 

98 

99 

82 

97 

6 

95 

98 

86 

94 

7 

98 

99 

90 

96 

8 

96 

98 

91 

95 

Plus ... 


Through  the  generosity  of  the 
people  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  who 


contributed  to  the  Diocesan  capital 
campaign  "Gods  Work,  Our  Challenge," 
an  endowment  for  tuition  assistance  was 
established.  This  fund  annually  provides 
more  than  $100,000  to  qualifying 
families  to  help  defray  tuition  costs. 

The  Bishop  E  Joseph  Gossman 
Awards  were  established  to  recognize 
those  volunteers  who  have  given 
extraordinary  service  to  the  schools 
of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  This  annual 
award  is  presented  in  the  spring. 

All  but  one  of  the  schools  of  the 
Diocese  is  accredited  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools, 
a  regional  accrediting  agency.  This 
school  is  currently  a  candidate  for 
accreditation. 

All  schools  hold  membership  in 
the  National  Catholic  Education 
Association. 

Blue  Ribbon  Schools 

North  Carolina  Schools  recognized 
by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Education  as  Blue 
Ribbon  Schools 
include:  Blessed 
Sacrament  Catholic 
School  in  Burlington, 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
Catholic  School  and 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Catholic  School,  both 
located  in  Raleigh, 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  and 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  Catholic  School 
are  currently  celebrating  their  100-year 
anniversaries. 
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ICSC  Regional  Stewardship  Day 

Conference 


Join  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  Archdiocese  of  Atlanta, 
Diocese  of  Charlotte,  Diocese  of  Savannah,  and  Diocese  of  Charleston 

Featuring  our  Keynote  Speaker 

Mary  Kelly 

Stewardship  and  Sacrificial  Giving  Manager 
for  the  Archdiocese  of  Toronto 

topics  include:  •  Spirituality  of  Stewardship  •  Developing  Stewardship  Leaders 
•  Parish  Profile  •  Communicating  the  Stewardship  Message  •  Obstacles  to 
Stewardship  •  Keeping  Stewardship  Alive  in  All  Aspects  of  Parish  Life 

Mark  Your  Calendar! 

Saturday,  March  28,  2009 


8:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  •  Marriott  Gwinnett  Place,  Duluth,  GA 


t-iw  tke  ofa  a,oa 

When  you  live  in  a  warm  and  friendly  community, 
everything's  more  fun!  Pennybyrn  is  a  carefree, 
comfortable  approach  to  healthy  retirement  living 
that  celebrates  who  you  are:  Fulfilled.  Satisfied. 
Content.  A  first-class  retirement  lifestyle  that  puts  you 
in  control  —  a  community  bundled  with  years  of 
credibility.  It's  the  best  neighborhood  ever! 


Visit  us  today,  or  call  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 


pGM  KI YBYtvKl 

atMARYFIELD 

A  Retirement  Living  Community 

Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants 
of  the  Mother  of  God 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 


Every  year  the  ministries  supported  by  the  BAA  continue 
the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ.  Your  generosity  helps  to  make 
these  good  works  possible. 

Please  make  a  pledge  to  the  BAA  this  week  at  your  parish. 

Every  sacrifice  answers  God's  call  to  follow  Christ's 
example  of  caring  for  our  brothers  and  sisters. 


♦♦♦♦♦ 
♦ 
♦ 


Be  rich  in  good  works, 
generous,  and  ready  to  share 

The  first  letter  or  Saint  Paul  to  Timothy 

(CF  1  TiMO-rm  6  IB) 


For  more  information  contact  Michael  Pedley,  Director  of  Stewardship  and  Institutional  Advancement  -  Mike.Pedley@raldioc.org  -  919.821.9721 
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Prayer, 


Fasting, 
Almsgiving 

NC  Catholics  tell  why 
they  practice  the  three 
disciplines  of  Lent 


I In  light  of  the  celebration  of  the  Jubilee  Year  of  Saint  Paul  commemorating 
the  two  thousandth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  Apostle  Paul — a  year 
that  began  on  June  28,  2008  and  will  conclude  on  June  29,  2009 — we 
turn  to  his  example  and  words  as  sources  of  inspiration  for  our  Lenten 
journey  this  year.  Within  St.  Paul's  epistles  the  five  verses  which  follow  can  lead 
us  to  fruitful  Lenten  reflection. 


Saint  Paul  inspires 
our  Lenten  journey 


"Do  you  not  know  that  God's  kindness  is  an  invitation  for  you  to  repent?"  (Romans  2:4). 
Saul,  a  persecutor  of  Christians,  encountered  the  Risen  Lord  on  the  road  to 
Damascus.  The  Lord  penetrated  the  inmost  being  of  Saul,  thereafter  known  as 
Paul,  and  shattered  his  resistance  causing  a 
radical  transformation  of  his  life,  a  complete 
change  of  mind  and  heart.  The  Lord  in  his 
kindness  longs  to  do  the  same  for  each  one  of 
us.  Lent  is  not  a  time  when  we,  on  our  own, 
leave  behind  sinful  patterns  and  destructive 
behaviors  in  order  to  become  a  "new  person." 
Lent  is  a  sacred  season  that  invites  us  to 
intensify  our  encounter  with  the  Lord,  who 
alone  can  change  and  transform  us.  Lent  is  a 
call  to  be  more  fervent  in  prayer,  to  meditate 
frequently  on  the  Word  of  God,  to  celebrate  His  presence  in  the  Sacrament  of  Penance  and  to  be  still  before  Him  in  the 
Most  Blessed  Sacrament.  Lent  is  an  invitation  to  repent,  ever  dependent  on  the  amazing  grace  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to 
make  all  things  new. 

"Woe  to  me  if  1  do  not  preach  the  Gospel"  a  Corinthians  9:16).  Like  Paul  and  the  disciples,  we  are  sent  into  our  homes,  schools, 
workplaces  and  communities  and  called  to  be  witnesses  of  the  Lord  Jesus  both  in  word  and  deed.  We  often  encounter 
those  who  do  not  embrace  the  Truth  of  His  Gospel,  including  the  dignity  of  each  and  every  person  and  reverence  for  all 
human  life  from  the  moment  of  conception  to  natural  death.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  live  and  to  preach  the  Truth.  Yet, 
it  is  possible  and  essential.  Lent  is  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  example  we  offer  and  to  renew  our  commitment  to  be 
authentic  witnesses.  We  must  be  witnesses  who  abandon  all  fear  so  that  in  and  through  us  the  Gospel  is  preached  daily 
with  conviction  and  compassion. 

"May  I  never  boast  of  anything  but  the  cross  of  Christ"  iGaiatians  6:14).  As  an  apostle  of  the  Lord,  Paul  understood  that  following 
Christ  might  lead  to  persecution  and  to  suffering.  Yet,  he  never  ran  from  the  cross  and  neither  must  we!  All  of  us,  in  one  way 
or  another,  share  in  the  sufferings  of  Christ  both  in  body  and  spirit.  During  Lent  we  are  reminded  to  unite  all  of  our  sufferings 
to  Christ  with  renewed  faith  that  Christ,  who  proved  victorious  over  all  suffering,  allows  us  to  share  in  His  victory.  No  matter 
what  your  cross  may  be,  do  not  give  into  despair.  Be  joyful  in  hope  rooted  in  Christ  Jesus,  the  One  who  destroyed  the  power 
of  darkness,  sin,  suffering  and  even  death  itself. 

"Out  of  love  place  yourselves  at  one  another's  service.  The  whole  law  has  found  its  fulfillment  in  one  sentence,  'You  shall  love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself"  (Gahuans  5.n  14).  Paul  constantly  reminds  us  that  we  are  one  body,  united  in  Christ  Jesus.  Lent  is  a  special 
invitation  to  be  reconciled  with  one  another.  Take  the  initiative  to  offer  forgiveness  to  a  family  member  or  friend  with  whom 
you  are  at  odds.  Only  then  can  you  be  at  peace!  Lent  is  also  a  special  call  to  increase  our  efforts  to  assist  and  support  the 
neediest  in  our  midst.  Participate  in  the  countless  charitable  works  within  your  parish  and  community.  Your  generosity 
goodness  and  compassion  are  all  means  that  help  strengthen  the  Body  of  Christ.  Love  never  fails! 

"I  can  do  all  things  in  Him  who  strengthens  me"  (Phikppians4:i3).  Paul  was  aware  of  his  limitations  and  weaknesses.  He  humbly 
acknowledged  them  and,  thus,  became  increasingly  dependent  on  Christ.  And  so  must  we!  Lent  is  a  call  to  leave  behind  sin, 
to  repent  and  to  put  on  the  new  person.  It  is  a  time  to  embrace  suffering  in  joyful  hope,  to  preach  the  Gospel  with  renewed 
conviction,  to  offer  forgiveness  to  those  who  have  hurt  us  and  to  demonstrate  a  love  that  does  not  count  the  cost.  We  are 
blessed  in  knowing  that  our  responses  are  not  dependent  upon  our  own  frail  nature.  Lent  is  a  time  to  intensify  our  encounter 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  to  say  with  renewed  faith  and  confidence,  "I  can  do  all  things  in  Him  who  strengthens  me." 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  this  sacred  Lenten  season  will  be  a  time  of  abundant  spiritual  blessings  for  you  and  all  those  you 
love  and  serve. 
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Liturgical  Calendar:  St.  Katharine  Drexel,  virgin 


Prayer,  Fasting,  Almsgiving 

NC  Catholics  tell  why  they  practice 

the  three  disciplines  of  Lent 


►>  Pope  Benedict  XVI,  in  his  2009 
Lenten  Letter,  urges  "every  family 
and  Christian  community  [to] 
use  well  this  time  of  Lent, 
in  order  to  cast  aside  all 
that  distracts  the  spirit 
and  grow  in  whatever 
nourishes  the  soul, 
moving  it  to  love  of  God 
and  neighbor!'  There 
is  abundant  evidence 
that  this  call  is  being 
heard,  not  just 
during  Lent,  but 
continually  by 
faithful  Catho- 
lics in  the 
Diocese  of 
Raleigh. 

-  Rich  Reece 


el    hispano  Catolico 


99  el 

mmwm,  hispano 

Catolico 

►►  La  cruz  de  Azucena 

Esta  convencida  que  su 
sufrimiento  fue  el  camino 
hacia  su  libertad 

-  Dana  Lorclle 


^%^%  Querido 

mm  mmm  lector 

de  NCC 

►►  Dear  NCC:  "Un  futut 
embarazo  seria  demasiac 
arriesgado" 

-  El  Padre  Tadeusz  Pacholczyk 


from  the  Bishop 

2  Saint  Paul  inspires  our  Lenten 

journey.  -  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 

since  you  asked ... 

8  "A  Future  Pregnancy  Would  Be  Too 

Risky. . ."  -  Father  Tadeusz  Pacholczyk 

from  the  editor 

9  The  Stations  Project 

-  Rich  Reece 

theology  101 

1 0  Looking  at  the  Church  -  a  visible 
and  invisible  reality 

-  Sr.  Maria  Faustina  Showalter,  O.P,  Sr.  John 
Mary  Corbett,  O.P,  Sr.  Maria  Gemma  Martek, 
O.P,  and  Sr.  Elizabeth  Ann  O'Reilly,  O.P 

saint  of  the  month 

1 2  Would  you  give  up  a  kingdom  for 
God?  Saint  Casimir  did. 

voices  in  our  church 

1 3  Lent  Is  a  Time  of  Renewal 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  Hadden 

1 3  Contemplar  la  Cruz  de  Cristo 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 

marriage  matters 

He  says:  She  treats  'our  child 
better  than  'my'  child.  She  says: 
It's  time  for  our  own  child  to  be  the 
focus.  What  do  they  do? 

-  Den.  Tom  and  JoAnn  Fogel 

parenting  journey 

1  5  'I  do  it  myself!'  Can  you  reason 
with  a  pre-schooler? 

-  Dr.  Cathleen  McGreal 

spiritual  fitness 

24  Close  to  Christ 

-  Sister  Ann  Shields 

parish  profile 

30  120  Years  of  Faith 

St.  Mar)7,  Goldsboro  -  Rich  Reece 


Perpetua  and  St.  Felicity,  martyrs  March  7    St.  Frances  of  Rome,  religious  March  9   St.  Patrick,  bishop  March  1  7   St.  Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  bishop  and  doctor  of  the  church  March  1 S 
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Give  the  gift  of 

NCCatholks: 

Order  a  subscription  today 

919.821.9730 


In  January,  NC  Catholics  joined  thousands  of  others  to  demon- 
strate their  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  human  life.  On  Jan.  18,  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge  celebrated  the  annual  Mass  for 
Life  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  at  St.  Joseph  Catholic  Church,  Ra- 
leigh. Later  in  the  day  the  North  Carolina  Rally  for  Life  culminated  in  a 
march  through  the  streets  of  Raleigh  past  the  State  Capitol. 


NC  Catholics  4  Mavch  2009  |  www.DioceseofRaleigh.org  |  www.NCCatholics.org 


St.  Joseph,  hi;  i 


On  Jan.  22,  the  36th  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court's  Roe  v.  Wade  deci- 
sion legalizing  abortion,  Bishop  Burbidge  celebrated  a  Mass  for  Life  at 
the  Basilica  of  the  National  Shrine  of  the  Immaculate  Conception.  The 
Most  Reverend  Peter  J.  Jugis,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Charlotte,  was  the 
homilist  and  principal  concelebrant.  After  Mass,  the  many  North  Carolina  Catholics 
who  had  traveled  to  Washington  joined  more  than  100,000  others  in  the  36th  annual 
National  March  for  Life. 


» '  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary 


St.  Toribio  de  Mogrovejo,  bishop  March  23   Solemnity  of  he  Annunciation  of  the  Lord  March  25 


Each  month,  NC  Catholics  will  report  on  various  initiatives  and  activities 
throughout  the  Diocese  to  incorporate  the  Jubilee  Year  of  St.  Paul  into 
the  spiritual  formation  of  the  faithful.  Watch  this  space!  If  you  know  of 
Pauline  events  occurring,  send  information  and  or  pictures  to  NC  Catho- 
lics by  e-mailing  reece@raldioc.org. 


Diocese  Continues  Year  of  St.  Paul 
Anniversary  Celebration 

The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  continued  its 
celebration  of  the  2,000th  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  St.  Paul  with  a  special  program 
on  Jan.  25.  "Conversion:  The  Beginning 
of  the  Gospel  Journey"  was  sponsored  by 
the  Diocesan  Offices  of  Campus  Ministry 
and  Ecumenism  and  held  at  Duke  Divinity 
School. 

It  featured  three  members  of  the  Duke 
faculty  and  staff.  Dr.  Paul  J.  Griffiths,  War- 
ren professor  of  Catholic  theology,  spoke 
on  "The  Roman  Catholic  Understand- 
ing of  Conversion."  Dr.  Susan  Eastman, 
assistant  professor  of  the  practice  of  the 
Bible  and  Christian  formation,  addressed 
"The  Conversion  of  St.  Paul."  And  Steve 
Hinkle,  campus  minister,  Intervarsity 
Christian  Fellowship,  discussed  "How 
Evangelical  Christians  View  Religious 
Conversion." 

An  ecumenical  prayer  service  was 
held  following  the  presentations  with  a 
reflection  by  the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge. 

The  Bishop  spoke  of  the  paralyzing  na- 
ture of  fear,  especially  in  our  relationship 
with  God,  noting  that  it  is  our  weaknesses, 
sins  and  failings  "that  keep  us  from  asking 
the  Lord  to  make  us  new  creations." 

He  said  that  did  not  stop  St.  Paul, 
who  clearly  understood  how  sin  works 
in  human  nature.  "He  was  not  afraid  to 
acknowledge  his  limitations.  In  fact,  this 
humility  allowed  him  to  be  more  depen- 
dent on  Christ."  The  Bishop  added  that 
Paul  confidently  states,  "I  can  do  all  things 
in  Him  who  strengthens  me"  (Phil.  4:13). 

Bishop  Burbidge  said  each  of  us  faces 
challenges  and  obstacles  as  St.  Paul  did, 
but  with  the  apostle  as  our  model  we  are 
encouraged  "to  embrace  them  not  with 
fear  but  with  joyful  confidence  and  hope. 
May  we  lift  high  the  cross  with  Paul's 
courage,  determination  and  trust  in  God's 
abiding  love!" 

Both  Bishop  Burbidge's  reflection  and 
Dr.  Griffiths'  presentation  can  be  viewed 
on  the  Diocesan  Web  site,  www.dioceseo- 
fraleigh.org/news/view.aspx?id=493.  Dr. 


Griffiths'  presentation  is  also  available  as 
a  podcast  by  going  to: 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org/how/cateche- 
sis/stpaul/ipaul.aspx. 

Wednesdays  in  Lent  on  St.  Paul 

Following  Mass  at  6: 1  5  p.m.  at  Sa- 
cred Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh,  Father 
Jonathan  Woodhall  will  present  a  series  of 
talks  on  St.  Paul. 

March  4:  St.  Paul  and  Christ;  March  1 1 : 

St.  Paul  and  the  Cross;  March  18  (no 
talk)  Community  Stations  of  the  Cross, 
according  to  St.  Paul;  March  25:  St.  Paul 
and  Morality;  April  1 :  St.  Paul  and  the 
Resurrection. 

The  devotional  book  The  Stations  of 
the  Cross  According  to  St.  Paul  by  Father 
Ronald  Witherup  will  be  available  for  sale 
in  Lent  (while  supplies  last)  during  regular 
parish  office  hours,  or  in  the  Cathedral 
before  Wednesday  Mass.  Price  $10. 

St.  Elizabeth  of  Hungary,  Raeford 

A  retreat  on  the  theology  of  St.  Paul 
will  be  provided  by  Sister  Jeanne  Morgan, 
SSJ,  Saturday,  March  2 1 ,  from  1 0  a.m. 
to  2  p.m.  at  St.  Elizabeth  of  Hungary 
Church,  61 99  Fayetteville  Rd,  Raeford, 
NC  28376.  Open  to  all  adults.  For  more 
information  contact  Sister  Jeanne  at 
910.875.8803  or 
stelizabethofhungary@yahoo.com. 

Letters  of  St.  Paul,  Part  II 

An  online  seminar  from  Catholic 
Distance  Univerity  runs  April  20  -  May 
1  1 .  Celebrate  the  Year  of  St.  Paul  with 
this  first  of  two  online  seminars  on  St. 
Paul's  Letters.  This  seminar  will  provide 
an  overview  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
the  life  of  St.  Paul  and  his  first  letters 
to  the  Thessalonians  and  Corinthians, 
as  well  as  his  letters  to  the  Galatians 
and  Romans.  Instructor:  Rev.  Thomas 
Lane.  Cost:  for  continuing  education, 
$1 39;  for  undergraduate  credit,  $233. 
Register  at  www.cdu.edu  or  by  phone  at 
1 .888.254.4CDU.  Registration  dead- 
line: April  1 3. 


Msgr.  Frank  R.  Moeslein 
Celebrates  Golden  Anniversary 


►►  The  Rev.  Msgr.  Frank  R.  Moeslein  marked  the 
50th  anniversary  of  his  priesthood  with  the  celebration 
of  Mass  at  St.  Egbert  Catholic  Church  in  Morehead 
City,  Jan.  24.  Msgr.  Moeslein  is  Pastor  Emeritus  at  the 
church,  where  he  served  as  Pastor  from  1  986  until  his 
retirement.  Priests  serving  in  the  Diocese  concelebrat- 
ed  the  Jubilee  Mass  in  the  presence  of  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge. 

Msgr.  Moeslein  studied  for  the  priesthood  at  North 
American  College  in  Rome,  where  he  was  ordained 
Dec.  20,  1  958.  Also  ordained  on  that  day  was  Rev. 
Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden,  who  celebrated  his  Jubilee 
Mass  on  Dec.  20,  2008. 

Msgr.  Moeslein's  first  pastoral  assignment  was  as 
Assistant  Pastor  at  St.  John  Church  in  North  Wilksboro 
in  1  959,  after  receiving  his  S.T.L.  from  Gregorian 
University  in  Rome  that  year.  His  many  assignments 
included  editor  of  the  NC  Catholic  newspaper  from 
1  962-1  966  and  Chancellor  of  the  Diocese  from 
1982-1984. 

Bishop  Burbidge  thanked  Msgr.  Moeslein  for  the  dedi- 
cated service  he  has  given  and  continues  to  give  to  the 
Diocese.  "We  are  grateful  to  you  for  being  an  effective 
teacher  and  preacher  of  the  Gospel  of  Life,"  the  Bishop 
said,  "and  for  having  brought  to  us  God's  healing  and 
saving  love  as  a  joyful  minister  of  the  sacraments." 

Reflecting  on  the  small  monthly  income  he  received 
as  a  young  priest,  Msgr.  Moeslein  said,  "You  get  a  living 
by  what  you  make  or  receive.  You  get  a  life  by  what 
you  give  of  yourself  to  others."  In  almost  every  parish, 
he  noted,  "there  are  people  who  will  virtually  adopt  us 
(priests)  into  their  families,  with  whom  we  are  as  much 
at  home  as  we  are  with  our  own  kinfolk." 

"I  don't  often  get  the  opportunity  to  tell  young  people 
of  how  richly  rewarding  priestly  life  can  be,"  Moeslein 
said.  "Please  tell  your  children  and  grandchildren." 


"Owe  nothing  to  anyone,  except  to  love  one  another;  for  the  one  who  loves  another 
has  fulfilled  the  law, "  Romans  13:8. 
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Cathedral  School  and  CGHS  Begin 
Centennial  Celebration  with  Liturgy 

►►  Students  from  Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School  hosted  sixth-  through  eighth-grade  stu- 
dents from  Cathedral  School  on  Jan.  26,  as  both 
educational  centers  began  celebration  of  their 
1 00th  anniversary.  Both  have  events  scheduled 
throughout  the  year. 
The  day  began  with  the  celebration  of  Mass  with 


Mass  of  Thanksgiving 
Celebrated  for  Five 
Jubilarians 

►►  A  Mass  of  Thanksgiving  was 
celebrated  Feb.  7,  in  recognition 
of  the  Jubilee  Anniversaries  of 
five  women  religious  serving  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
was  the  celebrant,  with  Bishop 
Emeritus  F.  Joseph  Gossman 
concelebrating. 

Sisters  Marion  McGillicuddy, 
SU,  Gerry  Megel,  OP,  Carol 
Loughney,  IHM,  Jeanne  Morgan, 
SSJ,  and  Anne  Heath,  RSM,  total 
a  combined  265  years  of  service 
to  the  people  of  God.  (See  NCC 
JanVFeb.  2009.) 

"As  a  Diocese,  we  congratulate 
our  Jubilarians,"  Bishop  Burbidge 
said  in  his  homily,  "and  express 
appreciation  for  their  presence 
and  ministries  in  our  midst." 

The  Bishop  spoke  of  the 
importance  for  those  living  con- 
secrated lives  to  have  an  intimate 
relationship  with  God.  "This 
intimacy  is  essential  because  fol- 
lowing Jesus,  as  today's  Gospel 
proclaims,  involves  the  Cross  and 
giving  priority  and  precedence 
to  Him  over  all  other  loves,"  the 
Bishop  said. 

At  the  end  of  Mass,  Sister  Car- 
ol Loughney  offered  a  reflection 
on  behalf  of  the  five  Jubilarians. 


Confirmation  Schedule  Announced  for  Parishes  and  Deaneries 

The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  Confirmation  schedule  has  been  released  for  parishes  and  deaneries  celebrating  the 
Sacrament  this  spring.  Additional  information  on  Formation  for  the  Sacrament  and  Planning  for  the  Confirmation 
Mass  are  available  on  the  Worship  page  of  the  Diocesan  Web  site:  www.dioceseofraleigh.org/what/liturgy.  There, 
teachers,  parents  and  students  also  will  find  the  list  of  questions  students  will  need  to  answer  prior  to  receiving  the 
Sacrament.  The  questions  are  in  English  and  Spanish. 

Confirmation  Mass  Schedule  -  Spring  2009 

•Saturday,  April  18,  2009  Newton  Grove  Deanery  Confirmation  I  -  1  1a.m.  at  Santa  Clara,  Magnolia. 
Parishes  participating:  Maria  Reina,  Mt.  Olive;  Santa  Clara,  Magnolia;  Santa  Teresa,  Beulaville;  Transfigura- 
tion, Wallace. 

Monday,  April  20,  2009  Confirmation  of  University  Students  -  6:30  p.m.  at  Duke  Chapel,  Durham. 
Tuesday,  April  21,  2009  New  Bern  Deanery  Confirmation  -  6:30  p.m.  at  St.  Paul,  New  Bern. 
Parishes  participating:  Annunciation,  Havelock;  Holy  Trinity,  Williamston;  Infant  of  Prague,  Jacksonville; 
Mother  of  Mercy,  Washington;  St.  Egbert,  Morehead  City;  St.  Mildred,  Swansboro;  St.  Paul,  New  Bern. 
Saturday,  April  25,  2009  Fayetteville  Deanery  Confirmation  1-11  a.m.  at  Sacred  Heart,  Pinehurst. 
Parishes  participating:  Sacred  Heart,  Pinehurst;  San  Juan  Diego,  Robbins;  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  Southern 
Pines;  St.  Mary,  Laurinburg;  St.  Stephen,  Sanford. 

Tuesday,  May  5,  2009  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation  I  -  6:30  p.m.  at  St.  Mark,  Wilmington. 
Parishes  participating:  Sacred  Heart  Whiteville;  St.  Jude,  Hampstead;  St.  Mark,  Wilmington;  St.  Stanislaus, 
Castle  Hayne;  St.  Theresa,  Wrightsville  Beach. 

Wednesday,  May  6,  2009  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation  li  -  6:30  p.m.  at  St.  Mary,  Wilmington. 
Parishes  participating:  Immaculate  Conception,  Wilmington;  Sacred  Heart,  Southport;  St.  Brendan,  Shal- 
lotte;  St.  Mary,  Wilmington. 

Saturday,  May  9,  2009  Fayetteville  Deanery  Confirmation  11-11  a.m.  at  St.  Patrick  Parish,  Fayetteville. 
Parishes  participating:  Good  Shepherd  Parish,  Hope  Mills;  St.  Ann,  Fayetteville;  St.  Elizabeth  of  Hungary,  Ra- 
eford;  St.  Isadore,  Stedman;  St.  Patrick,  Fayetteville. 

Wednesday,  May  13,  2009  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Parish  Confirmation,  Cary  -  7  p.m. 
Saturday,  May  16,  2009  Tar  River  Deanery  Confirmation  I  -  10:30  a.m.  at  St.  Peter,  Greenville. 
Parishes  participating:  St.  Elizabeth,  Farmville;  St.  Gabriel,  Greenville;  St.  Peter,  Greenville. 
Monday,  May  18,  2009  Piedmont  Deanery  I  -  7  p.m.  at  Immaculate  Conception,  Durham. 
Parishes  participating:  Blessed  Sacrament,  Burlington;  Holy  Cross,  Durham;  Immaculate  Conception,  Dur- 
ham; Sts.  Mary  and  Edward,  Roxboro;  St.  Matthew,  Durham. 

Wednesday,  May  20,  2009  Tar  River  Deanery  Confirmation  II  -  6:30  p.m.  at  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help, 
Rocky  Mount.  Parishes  participating:  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help,  Rocky  Mount;  St.  Catherine,  Tarboro;  St. 
Therese,  Wilson. 

Thursday,  May  21,  2009  Piedmont  Deanery  II  -  7  p.m.  at  St.  Thomas  More,  Chapel  Hill. 
Parishes  participating:  Holy  Family,  Hillsborough;  Holy  Infant,  Durham;  Newman  Catholic  Student  Center, 
Chapel  Hill;  St.  Julia,  Siler  City;  St.  Thomas  More,  Chapel  Hill. 

Saturday,  May  23,  2009  Newton  Grove  Deanery  Confirmation  II  -  11a.m.  at  St.  Ann,  Clayton. 
Parishes  participating:  Holy  Spirit,  Kinston;  Immaculate  Conception,  Clinton;  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe,  New- 
ton Grove;  St.  Ann,  Clayton;  St.  Mary,  Goldsboro. 

Tuesday,  May  26,  2009  St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Parish  Confirmation,  Wake  Forest  -  6:30  p.m. 
Wednesday,  May  27,  2009  Raleigh  Deanery  I  -  7  p.m.  at  St.  Andrew  the  Apostle,  Apex. 
Parishes  participating:  St.  Andrew,  Apex;  St.  Bernadette,  Fuquay-Varina;  St.  Mary,  Garner. 
Thursday,  May  28,  2009  Raleigh  Deanery  II  -  7  p.m.  at  St.  Raphael  the  Archangel,  Raleigh. 
Parishes  participating:  St.  Eugene,  Wendell;  St.  Raphael,  Raleigh. 

Saturday,  May  30,  2009  Albemarle  Deanery  Confirmation  -  1  1  a.m.  at  Holy  Redeemer,  Kitty  Hawk. 
Parishes  participating:  Holy  Family,  Elizabeth  City;  Holy  Redeemer,  Kitty  Hawk,  St.  Joan  of  Arc,  Plymouth. 
Thursday,  June  4,  2009  Raleigh  Deanery  III  -  6:30  p.m.  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Raleigh. 
Parishes  participating:  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Raleigh;  Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary,  Louisburg;  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  Raleigh;  St.  Joseph,  Raleigh. 

Sunday,  June  7,  2009  St.  John  the  Baptist  Parish  Confirmation,  Roanoke  Rapids  -  1  1 :30  a.m. 


Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  presiding 
and  Bishop  Emeritus  F.  Joseph  Gossman 
concelebrating.  The  occasion  also  marked 
the  start  of  Catholic  Schools  Week  in  the 
Diocese  and  the  nation.  This  year's  theme 
was  Catholic  Schools  Celebrate  Service. 

"At  this  Eucharist  we  give  thanks  to 
the  Lord,"  the  Bishop  said,  "and,  on  this 
happy  occasion,  we  particularly  thank  God 
for  the  gift  that  Cardinal  Gibbons  High 


School  and  Cathedral  School  have  been 
and  continue  to  be  for  you  students  and 
the  entire  Diocese  of  Raleigh  throughout 
these  1 00  years." 

The  Bishop  told  the  students,  "We  are 
also  thankful  for  you.  You  are  the  reason 
these  schools  exist.  You  inspire  us  with  your 
enthusiasm  and  we  are  filled  with  hope  as 
we  anticipate  the  great  leaders  you  will  be 
in  the  Church  and  in  your  community." 


Dear  NCC:  "A  Future 
Pregnancy  Would  Be  Too  Risky. . ." 

Various  medical  conditions 
can  affect  a  woman's  ability 
to  carry  a  pregnancy,  and 
at  times  even  threaten 
her  and  her  child's  life.  Some  of 
these  conditions  include  pulmonary 
hypertension,  Marfan's  Syndrome 
and  certain  congenital  problems  with 
the  aorta.  When  a  doctor  informs 
a  woman  that  she  cannot  become 
pregnant  in  the  future  without  serious 
consequences  to  herself  and  her  baby, 
having  her  tubes  tied  might  seem  to 
be  the  most  appropriate  response. 
Some  would  further  argue  that  since 
the  sterilization  would  be  for  "medical 
reasons,"  it  would  be  an  "indirect 
sterilization"  and  therefore  morally  acceptable. 


ear  NC 

This  month  with 
Father  Tad  Pacholczyk 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the  di- 
rector of  education  at 
the  National  Catholic 
Bioethics  Center  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
(www.ncbcenter.org) 


Yet,  in  point  of  fact,  a  tubal  ligation  to  avoid  a 
future  pregnancy  would  not  be 
an  indirect  sterilization  at  all.  An 
indirect  sterilization  is  a  procedure 
that  in  treating  an  existing 
medical  problem  brings  about 
an  unintended  loss  of  fertility  in 
the  process.  For  example,  when 
a  patient  with  cancer  receives 
radiation  and  chemotherapy  a 
secondary  and  unintended  effect 
may  be  sterility  Or  when  a  man  is 
battling  testicular  cancer,  he  may 
undergo  surgical  removal  of  the 
testes  in  order  to  fight  the  disease, 
with  the  undesired  consequence 
that  he  will  become  sterile. 
Indirect  stenlizations  are  morally 
permissible  whenever  there  is  a 
serious  pathology  involved,  and 
when  the  contraceptive  effects  are 
unintended. 

When  a  woman  suffering  from  pulmonary 
hypertension  chooses  to  tie  her  tubes,  however, 
that  tubal  ligation  does  not  address  or  cure  her 
hypertension;  she  is,  therefore,  opting  for  a  direct 


A  direct  sterilization 
is  morally 
unacceptable 
because  it  involves 
the  decision  to 
directly  mutilate  a 
healthy  system  of 
the  body,  one  that  is 
functioning  normally 
and  properly,  for  the 
sake  of  a  contraceptive 
end.  Such  violations  are 
commonplace  today. 


sterilization.  When  a  man  chooses  a  vasectomy 
because  he  is  worried  about  transmitting  a  faulty 
gene  to  his  offspring,  he  is,  likewise,  opting  for  a 
direct  sterilization.  A  direct  sterilization  is  morally 
unacceptable  because  it  involves 
the  decision  to  directly  mutilate 
a  healthy  system  of  the  body, 
one  that  is  functioning  normally 
and  properly,  for  the  sake  of  a 
contraceptive  end.  Such  violations 
are  commonplace  today.  In  the 
United  States,  an  estimated 
700,000  women  undergo  surgical 
tubal  ligations  each  year,  and 
about  600,000  men  undergo 
surgical  vasectomies. 

Vasectomies  and  tubal  ligations 
do  not  treat  any  existing  ailment 
or  pathology.  When  a  woman 
ties  her  tubes  to  render  any 
future  sexual  acts  infertile,  she  is 
choosing  to  mutilate  a  key  faculty 
of  her  own  body  because  she 
|H    and/or  her  husband  do  not  wish 
i^^^^*^^^    to  practice  periodic  abstinence 
to  avoid  a  potentially  dangerous  pregnancy.  A  tubal 
ligation  under  these  circumstances  would  not,  in  fact, 
be  for  medical  reasons,  but,  for  reasons  of  marital 
convenience.  We  have  a  duty  to  respect  the  integrity 
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rom    the  editor 


The  Stations  Project 


and  totality  of  our  own  bodies,  and  cutting  healthy 
fallopian  tubes  in  a  woman's  body  is  never  a  morally 
defensible  medical  decision. 

One  of  the  key  errors  in  thinking  that  stands 
behind  the  decision  for  surgical  sterilization  is 
the  belief  men  and  women  should  not  really  be 
expected  to  have  control  or  dominion  over  their 
sexual  drives  and  impulses.  So  many  today  seem  to 
have  renounced  the  project  of  pursuing  self-mastery 
within  the  domain  of  sexuality.  While  it  is  clear 
that  we  cannot  survive  without  food  or  water,  it  is 
false  to  assume,  as  our  culture  seems  to  do,  that  we 
cannot  survive  without  sexual  gratification.  Sex  is  not 
necessary  for  individual  survival,  nor  indispensable 
for  a  healthy  and  fulfilled  personal  life.  For  a  single 
person,  in  fact,  a  healthy  and  fulfilled  personal  life 
will  depend  on  the  proper  ordering  of  the  sexual 
faculties  through  the  self-discipline  of  abstinence, 
and  an  attendant  growth  in  virtue.  This  holds  true 
in  marriage  as  well,  where  spouses  must  pursue  the 
discipline  of  sexual  self-restraint  at  various  times  if 
the  marriage  relationship  is  to  grow  and  flourish. 
They  may  have  to  practice  such  discipline  under 
conditions  of  military  deployment,  work-related 
absences,  and  chronic  or  acute  illnesses. 

Whenever  there  may  be  legitimate  reasons 
to  avoid  a  pregnancy,  as  in  the  case  of  a  serious 
threat  to  the  life  of  the  mother  or  child,  married 
couples  will  be  called  upon  to  practice  a  similar 
self-discipline,  by  adverting  only  to  those  means  of 
avoiding  pregnancy  that  properly  respect  the  gift 
of  their  sexuality  and  their  respective  masculinity 
and  femininity.  Practically  speaking,  this  will  entail 
choosing  periodic  abstinence  during  the  known 
fertile  times  of  the  woman's  cycle  as  a  means  of 
avoiding  a  pregnancy  In  the  past  few  decades, 
the  techniques  of  "Natural  Family  Planning"  have 
become  quite  sophisticated  and  precise  in  their 
ability  to  determine  when  a  woman  is  fertile. 
Married  couples  can  use  this  information  to  limit 
sexual  intercourse  to  infertile  periods,  and  practice 
abstinence  during  fertile  periods,  when  serious 
reasons  warrant  it.  Respecting  marital  sexuality  in 
this  way  and  refusing  to  compromise  our  sexual 
faculties  through  vasectomies  or  tubal  ligations, 
promotes  important  personal  virtues  within 
marriage  and  properly  respects  the  God-given  and 
life-giving  designs  of  our  own  bodies. 

Send  your  questions  to: 
"Since  you  asked  ..." 

7 1 5  Nazareth  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 
Or: 

reece@raldioc.org 


For  some  time  now,  I've  had  in  mind  a  special  project  for  a 
Lenten  issue  of  NC  Catholics.  As  with  other  projects  - 1 
hope  I'm  not  the  only  one  who  can  say  this  -  I've  not 
completed  this  task.  My  first  idea  was  simple:  When 
noticed  that  I  was  traveling  to  churches  all  over  the  Diocese  with 
my  camera  in  tow,  I  decided  to  take  photos  of  the  Stations  of 
the  Cross  in  each  parish,  then  publish  a  photo  feature  with 
stations  from  14  different  churches.  I  mentioned  this  idea 
a  couple  of  years  ago  to  Father  Arturo  Cabra,  pastor  of 
Mother  of  Mercy  Catholic  Church  in  Washington,  and 
he  suggested  a  way  to  make  such  a  feature  more  valu- 
able: Include  a  brief  reflection  on  each  Station. 


During  this  season  of  Lent,  when  many  of  you  are  praying  the  Way  of 
the  Cross,  I'm  hoping  readers  can  help  make  this  idea  a  reality  in  Lent 
2010.  Is  there  one  Station  of 
the  14  that  speaks  to  you  in 
a  special  way?  Write  me  and 
tell  me  why.  There's  no  word 
limit  on  what  you  write,  but  I 
expect  the  versions  chosen  for 
the  magazine  will  be  edited 
to  50  words  or  fewer.  You 
need  not  send  your  name, 
if  you  prefer  that  it  not  be 
published;  just  identify  your 
parish.  (The  photos  of  the 
Stations  and  the  reflections 
next  to  them  won't  necessarily 
be  from  the  same  parish.) 

I  already  have  many  pho- 
tographs -  and  I'll  be  taking 
more  this  year  -  but  there  are 
several  I  already  hope  to  in- 
clude. In  the  Tileston  Center 
at  St.  Mary  in  Wilmington, 
there  are  Stations  from  the 
former  St.  Thomas  Church, 
the  first  Catholic  church  in 
Wilmington.  At  the  New  Hill 
rectory,  where  the  Triangle 
Korean  Catholic  Community 
meets  for  Mass,  the  Stations 
are  nailed  to  trees  along  a 
path  on  the  property. 

-  Richard  Reece  is  the  editor  of  NC  Catholics. 

I  hope  a  lot  of  North  Carolina  Catholics  will  want  to  participate  in  this 
feature!  You  can  write  me  at  71  5  Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27606,  or 
reece@raldioc.org. 
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he  Dogmatic  Constitution  of  the  Church,  Lumen  Gentium, 
is  an  invitation  to  all  members  of  the  Church  to  awaken 
to  the  mystery  of  the  Church  and  to  more  deeply  under- 
stand their  individual  roles  in  this  mystery. 


What  benefit  comes  from 
reflecting  on  the  nature  and 
mission  of  the  Church?  What 
does  this  have  to  do  with 
the  daily  challenges  that  are 
part  and  parcel  of  living  one's 
Catholic  faith  authentically? 

Before  answering  these 
questions,  it  is  fitting  to  take 
a  closer  look  at  Chapter  1  of 
Lumen  Gentium  and  reflect 
on  the  reality  of  the  Church 
as  a  mystery.  Mystery  -  from 
the  Greek  mysterion  meaning 
something  hidden  or  secret 
-  can  be  compared  to  a  vast 
ocean.  Standing  on  the  shore, 
one  sees  the  visible  surface  of 
the  ocean,  but  the  great  depths 
are  hidden  and  unfathom- 
able to  the  beholder.  In  other 
words,  there  is  more  to  the 
Church  than  meets  the  eye! 
The  Council  Fathers  reaffirm 
the  constant  teaching  from 
Scnpture  and  Tradition  that 


the  one,  holy,  Catholic  and  ap- 
ostolic Church  to  which  one 
becomes  a  member  at  baptism 
is,  at  the  same  time,  both  a 
"visible  as- 
sembly" and 
a  "spiritual 
community" 
-  an  "earthly 
Church  and 
a  Church 
enriched 
with  heav- 
enly things." 
(lg  8)  The 
Church  has 
both  human 
and  divine 
elements. 

The  lens 
with  which 


When  you  begin  to 
view  your  vocation 
in  the  Church  as  a 
part  of  a  mystery, 

you  begin  to 
recognize  that 
simply  "going  to 
church"  is  not 
enough  of  a  re- 
sponse to  such 
a  profound  call. 


one  views 
the  Church  affects  one's 
receptivity  to  Her  teachings. 
When  one  loses  sight  of 
the  fact  that  the  Church  is  a 


mystery,  there  is  a  tendency 
to  see  the  Church  in  one  of 
two  erroneous  ways.  The 
first  is  to  view  the  Church  in 
strictly  hu- 
man terms, 
reducing 
Her  to  the 
likeness  of 
any  other 
corporate 
institution. 
The  other 
extreme  is  to 
"spiritualize" 
the  Church, 
which 
downplays 
the  role  of 
worship- 
ping with  an 


assembled 
Church  community.  Lu- 
men Gentium  is  a  powerful 
reminder  to  Catholics  that  the 
Church  is  a  holy  society,  with 


The  single  best  way  to  really  grasp  the  teachings  of  the  Second  Vatican  Council  is  to 
read  the  documents.  Log  on  to  the  Vatican's  Web  site:  www.vatican.va/archive/ 


necessary,  visible  structures 
that  were  instituted  by  Christ 
Himself. 

Over  the  course  of  history, 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the 
Church  is  a  mystery,  scholars 
have  used  Scriptural  images 
such  as  the  mystical  body, 
the  sheepfold  and  cultivated 
field  as  a  means  to  meditate 
on  the  nature  of  the  Church. 
The  principal  biblical  image 
incorporated  into  Lumen 
Gentium  by  the  Vatican  II 
Council  Fathers  is  the  Church 
as  the  "People  of  God,"  from 
1  Peter  2:9-10.  Chapter  2  of 
Lumen  Gentium  presents  the 
Church  as  a  body  composed 
of  members  whose  various 
vocations  are  God-given, 
interrelated  and  complemen- 
tary "All  men  and  women  are 
called  to  belong  to  the  new 
People  of  God."  (lg  n)  The 
"People  of  God"  include  the 
laity,  religious  and  hierarchy 

-  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Dea- 
cons. Each  participates  in  the 
mission  of  the  Church  and 
in  Christ's  priestly,  prophetic 
and  kingly  offices  in  different 
ways  according  to  their  voca- 
tion. Other  chapters  of  Lumen 
Gentium  serve  to  reflect 
more  particularly  on  each  of 
these  vocations:  Chapter  3 

-  members  of  the  hierarchy, 
especially  Bishops;  Chapter 
4  -  the  laity;  and  Chapter  6 

-  religious  life. 

A  related  emphasis  of  Lu- 
men Gentium  is  understanding 
the  Church  as  a  communion 
with  Jesus  Christ.  Commu- 
nion with  Jesus  Christ  is,  in 
fact,  the  deepest  vocation  of 
the  Church,  (lg  51)  In  Jesus 
Christ,  all  the  members  of  the 
People  of  God  are  in  com- 
munion with  one  another  in 
their  various  vocations.  Special 
attention  is  given  in  Lumen 
Gentium  to  the  particular  way 
that  Bishops  exist  in  com- 
munion with  one  another  for 
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the  good  of  the  Church.  The 
Church  is  not  a  democracy  or 
a  monarchy,  but  has  a  unique, 
divinely  instituted  manner  of 
exercising  authority  through 
her  Bishops  united  to  the 
pope.  The  exercise  of  such 
authority  is  called  collegiality 
As  the  Catechism  states,  "The 
college  or  body  of  Bishops  has 
no  authority  unless  united 
with  the  Roman  pontiff  as  its 
head."  (ccc  883,  cf.  lg  22)  This 
collegial  character  is  ex- 
pressed most  solemnly  when 
the  Bishops  gather  for  an 
ecumenical  council,  but  also 
during  synods  of  Bishops  and 
through  the  work  of  Bishops' 
conferences. 

Pnor  to  Vatican  II,  a  com- 
mon misconception  was 
prevalent  among  Catholics 
that  only  the  "priests  and  the 
sisters"  could  become  holy,  or 
at  least  they  are  the  only  ones 
who  were  obliged  to  actu- 
ally strive  to  live  a  holy  life. 
However,  Chapter  5  of  Lumen 
Gentium  clarifies  that  "in  the 
Church,  everyone,  whether 
belonging  to  the  hierarchy,  or 
being  cared  for  by  it,  is  called 
to  holiness."  (LG  39)  "All  the 
faithful  of  Christ  are  invited 
to  strive  for  the  holiness  and 
perfection  of  their  own  proper 
state.  Indeed  they  have  an 
obligation  to  so  strive."  (lg  42) 

When  you  begin  to  view 
your  vocation  in  the  Church 
as  a  part  of  a  mystery,  you 
begin  to  recognize  that 
simply  "going  to  church"  is 
not  enough  of  a  response  to 
such  a  profound  call.  Being 
a  Catholic  involves  much 
more  than  that,  and  encom- 
passes the  whole  of  one's  life. 
Lumen  Gentium  is  a  star- 
tling invitation  to  all  of  the 
People  of  God,  with  different 
vocations,  to  recognize  and 
embrace  the  beauty  of  our 
participation  in  the  mission 
of  the  Church. 


Plumbing 
the  Depths 


The  following  images  of 
the  Church  outlined  in  Lu- 
men Gentium  are  all  "varia- 
tions" on  the  central  theme 
of  the  People  of  God. 

The  Sheepfold  -  John 
10:1-15;  Isa  40,  11;  Exod 
34:11  and  following;  1  Pet 

5:4 

A  Cultivated  Field  -  1 

Cor  3:9,  Rom  11:13-26; 
Matt  21:33-43;  Isa  5:1  and 
following 


The  Building  of  God  - 

1  Cor  3:9;  Matt  21:42;  1 
Cor  3:11;  1  Tim  3:15;  Eph 
2:19-22 

A  Spotless  Bride  -  Rev 

19:  7;  21:2;  9:22,  17;  Eph 
5:24,26,  29 


Related 

Conciliar  Documents 


Here  is  a  list  of  some  Vatican  II  conciliar  documents,  which 
aim  at  focusing  on  certain  topics  and  vocations  related  to 
the  Church,  discussed  in  Lumen  Gentium: 

►►  Christus  Dominus:  Decree  on  the  Pastoral  Office  of 

Bishops  in  the  Church  —  on  the  particular  vocation 
of  Bishops  in  shepherding  the  flock  of  Christ. 
Presbyterorum  Ordinis:  Decree  on  the  Ministry  and 
Life  of  Priests  —  on  the  nature  and  richness  of  the 
ministerial  priesthood. 

►►  Optatam  Totius:  Decree  on  the  Training  of  Priests  - 
on  the  preparation  and  formation  of  seminarians. 

►►  Perfectae  Caritatis:  Decree  on  the  Up-to-Date  Re- 
newal of  Religious  Life  -  on  the  renewal  of  religious 
life  -  e.g.  Nuns,  Sisters  and  religious  priests. 

►►  Apostolicam  Actuositatem:  Decree  on  the  Apostolate 
of  Lay  People  —  on  the  indispensible  role  of  the  laity 
in  the  life  of  the  Church. 

►►  Ad  Gentes:  Decree  on  the  Church's  Missionary  Ac- 
tivity —  on  the  universal  plan  of  God  for  the  salvation 
of  humanity,  and  how  it  concerns  you. 

►►  Unitatis  Redintegratio:  Decree  on  Ecumenism  -  on 
the  principles  of  ecumenism  with  baptized  Christians 
who  are  non-Catholic. 


Who  are  the 
People  of  God? 

►►  Let  us  look  to  the  document  Lumen 
Gentium  for  clarity  into  the  distinct  identity 
and  mission  of  the  various  members  of  the 
"People  of  God." 

Pope:  The  pope  is  the  successor  of  St. 
Peter,  the  head  or  leader  of  the  Apostles. 
He  is  the  vicar  of  Christ  on  earth  and  is  the 
visible  head  of  the  Church.  "The  Roman 
Pontiff ...  is  the  perpetual  and  visible  source 
and  foundation  of  the  unity  of  both  the  bish- 
ops and  of  the  whole  company  of  the  faith- 
ful ...  (He)  has  full,  supreme  and  universal 
power  over  the  whole  Church."  (lg  22-23) 
Bishops:  The  successors  of  the  Apostles, 
"the  bishops  receive  the  charge  of  the  com- 
munity, presiding  in  God's  stead  over  the 
flock  of  which  they  are  the  shepherds  in 
that  they  are  teachers  of  doctrine,  ministers 
of  sacred  worship  and  holders  of  office  in 
government."  (lg  20) 
Priests:  Co-workers  with  the  Bishops, 


"Priests  are  consecrated  in  order  to  preach 
the  Gospel,  and  shepherd  the  faithful  as 
well  as  to  celebrate  divine  worship  as  true 
priest  of  the  New  Testament ..."  (lg  28) 
Deacons:  Co-workers  with  Bishops  and 
Priests,  Deacons  assist  at  Mass,  bless 
marriages,  proclaim  the  Gospel,  baptize, 
preside  over  funerals  and  perform  other 
tasks.  The  permanent  diaconate,  which  can 
be  conferred  on  married  men,  was  restored 
at  Vatican  II.  (cf.  lg  29) 
Laity:  The  laity  are  the  baptized  who  "in 
their  own  way  share  the  priestly,  prophetic 
and  kingly  office  of  Christ. ...  All  the  faithful 
except  those  in  Holy  Orders  and  those  who 
belong  to  a  religious  state  approved  by  the 
Church  are  the  laity."  (lg  31) 
Religious:  "Religious  have  the  duty  of 
working  for  the  implanting  and  strengthen- 
ing of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  souls  and 
for  spreading  it  to  the  four  corners  of  the 
earth.  ...  Christ  proposed  to  His  disciples 
this  form  of  life,  which  He,  as  the  Son  of 
God,  accepted  in  entering  this  world  to  do 
the  will  of  the  Father."  (lg  44) 


-  Sister  Maria  Faustina  Showalter,  O.F,  Sister  John  Mary  Corbett,  O.R,  Sister  Maria  Gemma  Martek  OP,  and  Sister  Elizabeth  Ann  O'Reilly,  O.P  are  Dominican  Sisters  of 
Mary,  Mother  of  the  Eucharist,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 


Feast  day:  March  4 

Patron  saint:  Poland  and  Lithuania 

Canonized:  1522 

Meaning  of  name:  A  combination  of  the  Slavic  kazic,  meaning  to 
destroy,  and  mir,  meaning  peace,  so,  literally,  "to  destroy  peace."  Despite 
his  name,  Saint  Casimir  is  known  as  "the  peacemaker" 

Claim  to  fame:  Saint  Casimir  was  born  the  third  son  to  King 
Casimir  IV,  grand  duke  of  Lithuania  and  king 
of  Poland,  on  Oct.  3,  1 458.  His  tutor  was 
Father  Dlugosz  -  a  Polish  historian,  a  canon 
at  Cracow  and,  later,  the  archbishop  of  Lwbw 
—  who  was  a  deeply  religious  man.  He  had  a 
strong  influence  on  Saint  Casimir.  When  Saint 
Casimir's  father  had  to  leave  for  Lithuania  to 
consolidate  his  kingdom,  he  left  Saint  Casimir 
in  charge  of  governing  Poland  for  the  next 
three  years.  Upon  King  Casimir's  return,  he 
was  impressed  with  his  son's  justice  and  piety. 
The  king  gave  him  another  mission  -  to  lead 
the  army  against  the  Turks.  During  this  expedi- 
tion, Saint  Casimir  experienced  conflicts.  He 
believed  the  war  was  wrong,  but  felt  obligated 
to  honor  his  father's  request.  However,  when 
his  troops  deserted  because  they  weren't 
paid,  he  readily  returned  home.  King  Casimir, 
outraged  at  his  son's  behavior,  exiled  him. 
Saint  Casimir  used  his  time  in  exile  to  pray, 
study  and  serve  the  poor. 

Why  he  is  a  saint:  Saint  Casimir  rebelled  against  his  princely 
status,  wore  plain  garments  and  slept  on  cold  stone  floors.  He  refused 
to  marry  Emperor  Frederick  Ill's  daughter  and,  instead,  led  a  celibate 
and  devout  life.  Often,  at  night,  he  would  kneel  and  pray  for  hours  before 
the  locked  doors  of  churches,  regardless  of  the  weather.  He  gave  of 
himself  to  Christ's  poor,  strangers,  the  sick,  those  in  captivity  and  all  who 
suffered. 

Best  quote:  Saint  Casimir  frequently  sang  the  Latin  hymn  to  Mary 
called  "Omni  die  die  Mariae"  f'Daily  Sing  to  Mary"].  Due  to  his  love  for 
the  song,  it  is  known  as  the  "Hymn  of  Saint  Casimir,"  though  he  didn't 
write  it. 

How  he  died:  While  he  was  in  exile,  he  became  ill  from  fasting 
and  mortification.  He  developed  a  lung  disease  and  died  at  age  26.  His 
remains  are  interred  at  the  chapel  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  in  the  Cathedral 


The  pope  cannot  make  mistake! 

Fiction  -  Here  are  the  facts:  The  Catholic 
Church  does  hold  papal  infallibility  as  a  divinel; 
revealed  dogma.  However,  the  Church  limits 
this  "infallibility"  to  the  pope's  ex  cathedra 
teaching,  or  his  teaching  "from  the  chair!'  Infal- 
libility does  not  apply  to  every  doctrinal  and 
personal  act  of  the  pope. 

Certain  conditions  must  be  met  in  order  for  £ 
teaching  to  be  considered  an  ex  cathedra  teach 
ing.  It  must  be  clear  that  the  pope  is  speaking 
as  the  spiritual  head  of  the  universal  church,  not 


Fecha  Liturgica:  4  de  marzo 
Santo  Patron:  De  Polonia  y  Lituania 
Fecha  de  Canonization:  1 522 

Significado  del  Nombre:  Una  combination  de  las  palabras  eslavas 
kazic,  que  significa  destruir,  y  mir,  que  significa  paz.  Literalmente  significa 
destruir  la  paz.  A  pesar  de  este  significado,  a  San  Casimiro  se  le  conoce 
como  "el  pacificador." 


Es  conocido  por:  Casimiro  nacio  el  3  de  octubre  de 
1 458.  Fue  el  tercer  hijo  del  Rey  Casimiro  IV,  gran  duque 
de  Lituania  y  rey  de  Polonia.  Su  tutor  fue  el  Padre  Dlugosz 
-  historiador  polaco,  canbnigo  de  Cracovia  y,  despues, 
arzobispo  de  Lviv  -  quien  fue  un  hombre  muy  religiose 
El  influyo  enormemente  en  la  vida  de  San  Casimiro.  El 
padre  de  San  Casimiro  lo  dejo  a  cargo  del  gobierno  de 
Polonia  por  tres  ahos  cuando  tuvo  que  dejar  Lituania  para 
consolidar  su  reino.  Cuando  el  Rey  Casimiro  regreso, 
quedo  impresionado  con  la  justicia  y  la  piedad  de  su  hijo. 
Entonces,  le  encomendo  otra  mision:  liderar  al  ejercito 
para  luchar  contra  los  turcos.  Durante  esta  expedition,  San 
Casimiro  experimento  conflictos.  No  estaba  de  acuerdo 
con  la  guerra  pero  se  sentia  obligado  a  cumplir  con  la 
petition  de  su  padre.  Sin  embargo,  cuando  sus  tropas 
desertaron  por  falta  de  pago,  retorno  rapidamente  a  casa. 
El  Rey  Casimiro  se  indigno  con  el  comportamiento  de  su 
hijo  y  lo  exilio.  Casimiro  utilizo  el  tiempo  del  exilio  para  orar, 
estudiar  y  servir  a  los  pobres. 


Por  que  es  un  santo?:  Casimiro  se  rebelo  contra  su  condicion 
de  principe,  uso  vestimentas  simples  y  durmib  en  piso  de  piedra  frios. 
Rechazo  casarse  con  la  hija  del  Emperador  Federico  III  y  se  consagro  al 
celibato  y  a  la  vida  piadosa.  Con  frecuencia  en  las  noches,  el  se  arrodillaba 
y  oraba  por  horas  antes  de  las  puertas  cerradas  de  la  iglesia,  sin  importar 
la  condicion  del  clima.  El  se  puso  al  servicio  de  los  pobres  de  Cristo,  los 
extranos,  los  enfermos,  los  encarcelados  y  todo  aquel  que  sufriera. 

Frase  mas  recordada:  San  Casimiro  cantaba  frecuentemente  el 
himno  en  latin  "Omni  die  die  Mariae"  ("Canto  Diario  a  Maria").  A  este 
himno  tambien  se  le  conoce  como  el  "Himno  de  San  Casimiro,"  no 
porque  el  haya  sido  el  autor,  sino  por  la  devotion  de  este  hacia  ese  himno. 

Como  murio:  Cuando  estuvo  exiliado,  se  enfermo  debido  a  los 
largos  ayunos  y  la  mortification.  Desarrollo  una  enfermedad  pulmonar  y 
murio  a  la  edad  de  26  anos.  Sus  restos  se  encuentran  enterrados  en  la 
capilla  de  Nuestra  Senora  de  la  Catedral  de  Vilna  en  Polonia. 
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merely  as  a  theologian,  preacher  or  even  Or- 
dinary of  the  Diocese  of  Rome.  The  pope  also 
must  be  teaching  a  doctrine  of  faith  or  morals 
in  this  capacity,  as  spiritual  head  of  the  universal 
Church,  with  the  clear  intention  to  teach  with  all 
the  fullness  and  finality  of  his  apostolic  authority 
in  order  to  bind  the  whole  Church. 

When  all  these  conditions  are  met,  the 
Church  understands  the  pope's  teaching  to  be 
exempt  from  the  possibility  of  error,  therefore, 
infallible. 

Papal  infallibility  is  a  personal  charisma 
promised  to  St.  Peter  and  his  successors  that 


cannot  be  delegated.  So  for  doctrinal  decisions 
and  instructions  to  be  considered  infallible,  they 
must  be  issued  by  the  pope  himself  in  his  own 
name  according  to  the  conditions  required  for 
an  ex  cathedra  teaching. 

Infallibility  is  different  from  "Divine  Inspira- 
tion," by  which  God  is  the  principal  author  of  the 
inspired  writing  or  utterance,  and  from  "Divine 
Revelation,"  by  which  God  makes  known  some 
previously  unknown  truth.  Infallibility  is  con- 
cerned only  with  the  interpretation  and  effective 
safeguarding  of  truths  already  revealed. 

-  Dong  Culp 


VUlCtS        IN        UUK  CHURCH 


pastor's  perspective 


a   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


Lent  Is  a  Time 
of  Renewal 


One  dictionary  defines  "Lenten" 
as  "pertaining  to  or  suitable 
for  Lent,  as  in  austerity:  mea- 
ger." We  often  home  in  on  that 
idea  and  forget  that  Lent  in  the  Church  is  a 
preparation  for  the  celebration  of  the  Pas- 
chal Mystery,  the  dying  and  rising  of  Jesus, 
the  Lord. 

Lent  is  a  time  to  renew  our  relationship  with  God.  It  is 
a  time  when  we  become  holier  in  the  Lord  than  we  were 
before.  During  this  time,  three  activities  should  permeate 
our  lives:  prayer,  fasting  and  almsgiving.  But  these  are  not 
just  Lenten  practices;  they  should  become  part  of  our  lives 
throughout  the  year. 

Prayer  helps  us  discern  the  will  of  God,  what  it  is  that  He 
calls  us  to  be.  Lent  is  a  time  to  establish  a  daily  time  for  prayer 
and  then  carry  it  over  into  the  rhythm  of  our  living  for  the 
rest  of  our  lives. 

Fasting  helps  us  to  be  less  self-centered  and  more  other- 
centered.  Fasting  also  promotes  healthy  eating  habits.  This  is 
a  way  to  look  after  the  health  of  the  life  that  God  has  given  us, 
thus  showing  respect  for  God's  great  gift  of  life. 
Almsgiving  makes  us  more  aware  of  the  needs  of  others.  It 
helps  us  say  "no"  to  self  indulgence  and  makes 
available  the  means  to  assist  those  most  in 
need. 

I  recently  visited  Catholic  Parish  Outreach 
here  in  Raleigh  to  bring  some  food  and 
money  for  those  in  need.  There  were  people 
outside  waiting  and  in  the  entry  hall  wait- 
ing. The  waiting  room  itself  was  filled  with 
people.  Clearly,  hunger  is  in  our  midst. 

This  was  a  sure  sign  of  people  in  need. 
Fasting  and  almsgiving  would  make 
money  available  to  help  them.  What  a 
wonderful,  loving  way  to  fulfill  the  Lords 
command  to  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe 
the  naked!  Increasing  our  awareness  of 
the  needy  is  a  wonderful  way  for  us  to 
reinvigorate  our  observance  of  the  Holy 
Season  of  Lent.  Through  our  prayers 
and  fasting  and  almsgiving,  we  can  grow 
closer  to  the  Lord  at  the  same  time  as  we 
grow  closer  to  our  needy  brothers  and 
sisters. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden 


ontemplar  la  Cruz 
de  Cristo 


Para  muchas  personas  son 
necesarios  los  dias  de  la  cu- 
aresma  para  dejar  de  comer 
chocolates,  dejar  un  vicio  o 
privarse  de  algo  que  les  gusta,  pero  en 
cuanto  acaba  la  cuaresma  se  vuelve  a 
la  rutina  y  todo  continua  igual. 


Pero  la  cuaresma  es  un  tiempo  de  gracia  que  debe 
ayudarnos  a  vivir  nuestra  conversion  personal  y  corau- 
nitaria.  Debe  ayudarnos  a  descubrir  a  Cristo  en  nuestra 
vida  y  a  poder  valorar  su  amor  por  cada  uno  de  nosotros. 
Debe  ser  la  jornada  que  nos  prepara  a  la  celebration  de 
su  Misterio  Pascual  como  el  tesoro  de  nuestra  fe. 

Por  eso,  contemplar  a  Jesus  en  su  cruz  es  adentrar- 
nos  por  los  caminos  que  hoy  nos  hablan  del  dolor  que 
Cristo  sufre  en  nuestros  hermanos.  Es  verlo  crucificado 
en  la  vida  de  tantos  ninos  que  padecen  hambre,  enfer- 
medad,  abandono,  violencia  y  gritan  para  que  el  mundo 
les  conceda  algunas  gotas  de  amor.  Es  ver  a  los jovenes 
que  buscan  con  desesperacion  la  razon  de  vivir,  pero 
que  necesitan  conocer  a  Cristo  para  aprender  con  El  que 
es  necesario  morir  a  si  mismos  para  ser  libres  y  felices. 

De  igual  manera,  podemos  contemplar  en  la  cruz 
de  Cristo  a  tantos  padres  de  familia  que  viven  el 
miedo  y  el  sin  sabor  del  sufrimiento,  pero  que  no 
han  entendido  que  el  amor  de  Dios  los  llama  a 
una  vida  de  pobreza,  de  renuncias  y  compromi- 
ses; como  camino  para  vivir  el  verdadero  amor  y 
a  construir  la  verdadera  felicidad  en  el  compartir 
y  en  la  solidaridad. 

Podemos  contemplar  a  Cristo  en 
la  cruz  para  entender  la  realidad  del 
mundo,  el  miedo  que  lo  ha  llevado  a 
tantas  esclavitudes  y  la  necesidad  que 
todos  tenemos  de  ver  alll,  en  la  cruz,  no 
solo  el  dolor  y  la  muerte,  sino  el  amor 
que  nos  invita  a  perdonar  y  a  ofrecernos 
en  totalidad  para  ayudar  a  la  salvation 
de  todos. 

Contemplar  a  Cristo  es  dejar  que 
nuestros  ayunos  sean  manjares,  nuestras 
penitencias  sean  alegrias  y  nuestras  ora- 
ciones  verdaderos  dialogos,  donde  Dios 
mismo  nos  inunda  con  su  amor,  nos  com- 
parte  su  caridad  y  nos  cura  con  su  perdon. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


marriage  matters 


She  treats 
'our'  child  better 
than  'my'  child 

flMHBHH     Brian  says:  When  we  got 
HUgAjlj^jfl      ried,  Katie  was  a  wonderful  step- 
f        mother  to  my  daughter,  Amber. 
She  took  her  shopping,  taught  her  how  to  make 
brownies,  things  like  that.  But  after  our  son,  Alex, 
was  born,  all  that  changed.  When  Amber  is  here 
on  my  visitation  weeks,  Katie  does  nothing  but 
demand  help  around  the  house.  And  she  wants  to 
plan  all  our  "fun"  outings  for  the  weekends  Amber 
is  with  her  mother.  Amber  is  hurt  and  confused, 
and  I'm  feeling  angry  and  resentful. 

It's  time  for  our 
own  child  to  be 
the  focus 


she  says 


Katie  says:  Well,  of  course 
I  favor  my  own  child.  What 
f       mother  wouldn't?  Amber  is  a 
nice  girl,  but  she  does  have  a  mother  of  her  own. 
She's  also  old  enough  to  help  out  a  little.  After  Alex 
was  bom,  I  expected  Brian  to  spend  time  with 
him  and  me  alone  -  we  are  a  family  now.  I  feel  as 
if  Brian  is  so  wrapped  up  in  making  sure  Ambers 
feelings  aren't  hurt  that  he's  ignoring  our  son. 

Step-family  dynamics  are  land- 
mines to  be  navigated  with  care 
and  precision.  Raising  step- 
children can  be  a  challenging 
job  -  but  joyful.  When  merging  two  families  with 
children,  thereby  creating  a  step-family  unit,  ex- 
tensive communications  between 
the  two  spouses  is  often  lacking. 
Here,  we're  talking  about  practi- 
cal communications  focused 
on  the  parent-child(s)-parent 
dynamics.  Without  clear  com- 
munication, a  lot  of  unfounded  mmmm^^^^^m 
assumptions  can  come  into  play  ^^^^^^^^B 
-  by  the  parent  and  the  new  step-parent.  Once 
assumptions  are  made,  the  downward  spiral  begins 
to  gain  momentum  and  can  ultimately  lead  to  a 
complete  crash.  Unless  Brian  and  Katie  can  regain 
control  of  the  situation  by  getting  to  the  root  of  the 
issues,  their  relationship  will  deteriorate  and  ulti- 
mately cause  additional  injury  to  Alex  and  Amber. 


He  said 
She  said 


Step-family  dynamics 
are  land-mines  to  be 

navigated  with  care 
and  precision. 


No  one  escapes  being  injured  in 
a  relationship  crash  that  destroys 
a  family  unit.  In  a  step-fam- 
ily, the  biological  parent  most 
always  will  feel  closer  to  his  bio- 
logical child  than  the  step-parent 
will.  That  is  a  natural  phenom- 
enon, and  it 
is  survivable 
if  both  Katie 
and  Brian  can 
focus  on  the 
real  problem. 

  The  problem's 

resolution  may 
be  found  in  strengthening  their 
couple  relationship.  Most  often, 
troubles  between  parents  and 
children  (regardless  of  biological 
connections)  are  manifestations 
of  issues  between  their  parents 
-  in  this  case  between  Katie  and 


Brian.  For 
example, 
Brian's  "ex- 
tra" atten- 
tion to  Amber 
(as  a  result 
of  Katies  be- 
havior toward 
her)  may  be 
aggravating 
Katie,  who 
is  feeling  left 
out.  Likewise, 
Amber's  change 
in  behavior  after 
Alex  arrived  may 
be  aggravating 
Brian,  who  feels 
like  Katie  may  be 
trying  to  sever  his 
relationship  with 
his  biological  child.  The 
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Create  an  I  do  it  myself!' 

emergency  fund        Can  you  reason  with  a  pre-schooler? 


Ominous  headlines  about  layoffs. 
Soaring  prices  at  the  pump.  For-sale 
signs  and  plummeting  stock  markets. 
Everywhere  you  turn  lately,  you  see  a 
test  of  your  financial  faith. 

Never  fear.  Ted  Zale,  a  veteran  financial  coun- 
selor, has  wisdom  to  see  you  through  economi- 
cally troubled  times.  Here  are  common-sense  tips 
to  survive  the  current  money  crunch: 


Create  an  emer- 
gency fund.  This  is  called 
stress  relief.  Stock  away 
enough  cash  to  cover 
six  to  1  2  months  of  bills 
and,  suddenly,  the  swirl- 
ing economic  uncertainty 
doesn't  seem  quite  as 
scary.  Don't  approach 
this  money  as  an  invest- 
ment meant  to  yield 
high-interest  returns.  It's 
a  savings  account,  plain 
and  simple.  Stick  it  in  a 
money  market  account, 
a  short-term  CD  or  any 
dependable  option  you 
can  access  quickly,  Zale 
said.  Avoid  the  tempta- 
tion to  make  this  cash 
"work  for  you"  by  tossing 


Facing  the  new  economic 


It  is 
certainly 
true  that  the 
logic  of  a 
pre-schooler 
doesn't  match 
our  logic. 


CRISIS 


it  into  the  stock  market. 
The  emergency  fund 
does  its  job  by  helping 
you  sleep  at  night.  "One 
of  the  sad  things 
about  our  country 
is  we  do  not  have 
a  high  savings 
rate,"  Zale 
said.  "It's 
even  more 
critical  to  save 
in  tough  times." 


truth  usually  lies  somewhere  in  the  middle; 
and  it  is  for  Brian  and  Katie  to  begin  looking 
at  the  issue  by  focusing  on  their  relationship 
with  each  other  first.  Brian  might  also  ask  what 
he  could  do  to  help  on  the  weekends  when 
Amber  is  visiting.  It  might  even  help  if  some  of 
the  household  chores  could  be  accomplished 
before  Amber  arrives,  then  each  member  of  the 
family  could  plan  a  small  outing.  Tom  believes 
it  has  little  to  do  with  Amber  and  Alex  and  a 
whole  lot  to  do  with  Brian  and  Katie.  Once  Brian 
and  Katie  get  their  relationship  back  on  track, 
they  will  be  amazed  at  how  the  "children"  problem 
will  disappear. 

-  Tom  and  JoAnne  Fogle 


Our  3-year-old  is  driving  me  crazy.  His  favonte 
word  is  "No!"  and  his  favorite  phrase  is,  "I  do  it  by 
myself."  He  is  too  young  to  listen  to  reason,  but  I 
don't  believe  in  spanking.  What's  the  best  way  to 
discipline  a  child  this  young? 

'Reasoning'  with  a  pre-schooler 

It  is  certainly  true  that  the  logic  of  a  pre-schooler  doesn't 
match  our  logic.  In  Isaiah,  when  we  read  that  the  Lord  says 
"For  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts."  (is  55:8)  I've  sometimes 
wondered  if  God  looks  upon  us  as  quizzically  as  we  look  upon 
children.  For  example,  when  my  daughter,  Erin,  was  3, 1  told 
her  to  put  her  mints  where  her  baby  sister,  Kaiti,  couldn't  reach 
them.  I  turned  around  and  saw  that  she  had  placed  them  up  her 
nose.  Not  exactly  what  I  had  in  mind. 

But  we  can  discipline  young  children  despite  their  unusual 
reasoning.  Here  are  some  tips: 

•  Make  your  expectations  very  clear  by  keeping  your  com- 
mands simple:  "In  two  minutes  we'll  be  putting  the  toys  away." 
Then,  "Two  minutes  is  up  and  so  you  need  to  help  pick  up  the 
toys  on  the  rug  and  put  them  in  the  toy  box." 

•  Let  the  child  know  that  he  has  communicated  effectively  even 
if  things  aren't  going  to  go  his  way:  "I  know  you  want  to  take  a 

bath  all  by  yourself,  but  when  a  boy  is  3  then  his  mom  or  his 
dad  stays  in  the  bathroom.  Older  boys  like  your  brother  do 
take  baths  by  themselves." 

,  •  Clarify  likely  outcomes  that  children  cannot  predict 
to  avoid  disciplinary  problems  in  various  contexts:  "At 
Grandma's  house,  there  are  lots  of  cousins  and  that  means 
lots  of  sharing.  What  are  some  toys  we  can  bring  that  are 
good  sharing  toys?"  Obviously  this  is  not  the  place  to  bring  a 
brand-new  toy  that  wouldn't  be  easily  passed  around! 
When  a  child  misbehaves 

►►  Parents  often  find  that  each  of  their  children  responds 
somewhat  differently  to  disciplinary  techniques  and  they 
tend  to  modify  their  discipline  somewhat  based  on  the  child's 
temperament  and  personality  Time-out  can  be  modified  to  be 
effective  with  many  children. 

•  Remove  the  child  from  the  "social  center"  of  the  room  to  a 
designated  "time-out"  spot. 

•  Set  a  timer  for  one-minute  for  each  year  of  age  -  two  minutes 
for  a  2-year-old,  and  so  on. 

•  Explain  the  rule  that  was  broken  in  a  matter-of-fact  way,  rather 
than  an  angry  manner. 

•  If  the  child  leaves  the  spot  early,  explain  that  the  timer  has  to 
be  started  again. 

•  Make  sure  that  the  child  understands  why  she  was  in  time  out! 

•  Re-adjust  as  children  get  older  -  for  example,  introverts  might 
need  a  spot  in  the  social  center  rather  than  away  from  it! 

-  Dr.  Cathleen  McGreal 


c  o  v  e  r    s  t  o  r  y 


NC  Catholics  tell  why 

THEY  PRACTICE  THE  THREE 
DISCIPLINES  OF  LENT 


Throughout  the  universal  Church, 
the  Season  of  Lent  once  again 
calls  Catholics  to  be  renewed  in 
holiness.  Pope  Benedict  XVI,  in 
his  2009  Lenten  Letter,  urges  "every  family 
and  Christian  community  [to]  use  well  this 
time  of  Lent,  in  order  to  cast  aside  all  that 
distracts  the  spirit  and  grow  in  whatever 
nourishes  the  soul,  moving  it  to  love  of  God 
and  neighbor."  There  is  abundant  evidence 
that  this  call  is  being  heard,  not  just  during 
Lent,  but  continually  by  faithful  Catholics 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  ► 


Fasting 


"Fasting,"  says  Christine  Miesowicz, 
Director  of  Life  Long  Learning  at  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  Parish  in  Raleigh,  "is 
about  allowing  yourself  to  be  trans- 
formed by  Christ.  We  pledge  our 
bodies  -  fasting  as  Catholics  usually 
understand  it,  is  about  our  bodies  -  so 
we  may  be  more  available  for  those  in 
need.  So  fasting  isn't  separate  from  the 
other  disciplines;  it  frees  us  for  prayer 
and  almsgiving." 

St.  Francis  recently  hosted  a  two-day 
conference,  "Hunger  No  More,"  to 
raise  awareness  of  the  problem  of  hun- 
ger locally  and  globally.  Megan  Nerz 
is  Director  of  the  Franciscan  Coalition, 
which  sponsored  the  conference.  She 
believes  fasting  "indeed  leads  to  the 
physical  sensation  of  hunger,  which 
prompts  us  to  remember  the  poor,  the 
hungry  and  the  homeless.  But  it  also 
humbles  us,  and  lets  us  bring  that  hu- 


mility to  service.  It  helps  us  to  find  the 
compassion  we  need  for  the  work  God 
says  we  are  to  do." 

Christine  concurs:  "It  helps  us  stand 
in  solidarity  with  those  in  need." 

The  "Hunger  No  More"  conference 
was  planned  for  the  first  weekend  of 
Lent  to  signal  a  commitment  to  fasting 
in  the  parish  that  will  continue  through 
the  Easter  season 
until  Pentecost, 
not  only  through 
events  like  the 
conference 
but  also  liturgi- 
cally.  Christine 
explains,  "It  is  at 
that  Eucharistic 
table  that  we  are 
called  to  act  for 
justice."  The  theme  for  the  gather- 
ing was  "Fasting  to  Feasting,"  and 
this  longer  period  of  faith  community 
awareness  will  address  both. 


"Fasting  also  humbles 
us,  and  lets  us  bring 
that  humility  to  service. 

It  helps  us  to  find  the  com- 
passion we  need  for  the  work 
God  says  we  are  to  do." 


Another  regular  Lenten  activity  at 
St.  Francis  is  the  Friday-night  soup 
supper  and  prayer.  Soup,  bread  and 
water  are  served,  Christine  explains. 
"We  serve  about  one  hundred  fami- 
lies," she  says,  "then  we  move  to  the 
church  for  prayer.  This  year  we  are 
focusing  on  the  Stations  of  the  Cross. 
We  usually  have  additional  families 
who  join  us  just 
for  the  prayer 
portion." 

Fasting  isn't 
only  about  food, 
Christine  con- 
tinues. "There 
is  a  larger 
understanding 
of  fasting  as  a 
spiritual  discipline, 
because  there  are  people  who  cannot 
fast.  Anything  that  gets  in  the  way  of 
your  relationship  with  God  is  up  for 
grabs  in  fasting." 


Almsgiving 


In  his  Lenten  Letter,  the 
Holy  Father  points  out  that 
fasting  leads  naturally  to  the 
third  discipline  of  almsgiving. 
"Fasting  is  an  aid,"  he  writes, 
"to  open  our  eyes  to  the 
situation  in  which  so  many  of 
our  brothers  and  sisters  live 
. . .  Voluntary  fasting  enables 
us  to  grow  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Good  Samaritan,  who  bends 
low  and  goes  to  the  help  of 
his  suffering  brother!' 

For  many,  the  first  thing 
almsgiving  brings  to  mind  is 
money.  And  while  that's  im- 
portant, says  Msgr.  David  D. 
Brockman,  Vicar  General  of 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  alms- 
giving is  a  spiritual  discipline 
that  stems  from  so  much 
more.  "The  Bible  reminds  us 
of  the  value  of  tithing,  giving 
back  to  God  one-tenth  of  the 
blessings  we've  received. 
That's  normal,  our  return  in 
thanks  to  God  for  all  He  has 
done  for  us.  What  we  do 
beyond  that  makes  our  giving 
truly  sacrificial  giving,  giving 
not  just  out  of  our  means,  but 
out  of  our  excess. 

"As  Catholics,  this  spiritual 
discipline  of  tithing  is  one 
that  always  leads  us  not  only 
closer  to 


God,  the 
Source  of 
our  bless- 
ings, but 
also  to  His 
People,  as 
the  resourc- 
es from 
tithing  and 
sacrificial 
giving  are 
used  for  the 
mission  of 
Christ  in  and 
through  His  Church." 

Donald  Bray,  Parish 
Administrator  for  St.  Patrick 
Parish  in  Fayetteville,  agrees 


"Jesus  wants  us 
to  do  more.  And 
service  builds  up 
His  Church.  Peo- 
ple will  come  be- 
cause you  have 
helped  them.  It's 
about  making  a  differ- 
ence in  Jesus'  name." 


"Sacrificial  giving  of  money 
means  I  choose  to  do  without 
something  I  want  or  need  in 
order  to  give  to  the  church 
or  charity.  But  I  believe  when 
you  find  a  person  who  ac- 
cepts and  lives  the  Gospel  as 
a  way  of  life,  you  will  find  a 
person  who  not  only  practic- 
es sacrificial  giving,  but  also 
is  using  their  time  and  talents 
to  build  God's  kingdom." 

Bill  and  Patti  Pollitt,  also  of 
St.  Patrick,  find  stewardship 
goes  beyond  giving  to  "giving 
up."  Bill  Pollitt  says  through 
his  work  with  RCIA,  he  has 
come  to  find  the  term  "period 
of  purification  and  enlighten- 
ment" a  "meaningful  and  mo- 
tivating description  of  Lent. 
When  we  keep  our  eyes  set 
on  Easter  and  the  promises 
and  commitments  encom- 
passed in  our  Baptism,  it  is  a 
little  easier,  at  least  for  me,  to 
see  what  disciplines  need  to 
be  honed  during  this  period." 

Bill  talks  about  "doing 
something  specific,  in  addition 
to  giving.  It  may  be  calling 
someone  or  sending  a  card, 
visiting  a  shut-in.  You  have 
to  sit  down  and  ask  yourself, 
'Where  do  I  go  to  find  some- 
thing extra  I  can  do?'" 
St.  Patrick  parishioner  and 
Hispanic 
Ministry 
Coordina- 
tor Sylvia 
Espada  is 
reluctant  to 
talk  about 
the  various 
services 
she  and  her 
husband 
perform 
whenever 
they  see  a 
need.  "You 
want  God  to  know,"  she 
says,  laughing,  "but  you  don't 
need  to  talk  about  it."  Still  she 
admits  that  in  her  ministry  she 


sees  so  many  needs  that  call 
her  and  Nick  to  respond. 

"You  can  get  comfortable," 
she  says,  "just  obeying  the 
rules  of  the  Church.  But  Je- 
sus wants  us  to  do  more.  And 
service  builds  up  His  Church. 
People  will  come  because 
you  have  helped  them.  It's 
about  making  a  difference  in 
Jesus'  name." 

Sylvia  acknowledges 
service  can  be  sacrificial. 
"Some  days  I  feel  like  I 
can't,"  she  says,  "but  God 
gives  me  strength,  and 
sometimes  you  receive  an 
unexpected  blessing  from  the 
person  you  serve." 

Vince  Mescall  echoes  Syl- 
via when  he  talks  about  alms- 
giving. "You  give  money,"  he 
says.  "How  can  we  hoard  as 
private  treasure  everything 


God  freely  gives?  But  that's 
not  enough."  He  sees  Lent 
as  a  reminder  of  that  truth.  In 
addition  to  his  job  as  Direc- 
tor of  Youth  Ministry  at  St. 
Patrick,  Vince  and  his  wife 
Sue  are  involved  in  Habitat 
for  Humanity  and  sponsor  a 
child  through  the  Christian 
Foundation  for  Children 
and  Aging.  Vince  also  is  in 
formation  for  the  permanent 
diaconate.  Sue  is  a  public 
school  teacher,  and  she  sees 
a  lot  of  needs  in  the  course 
of  her  work  —  kids  who  need 
book  bags  or  jackets,  for 
example. 

"A  friend  of  mine  is  fond 
of  saying,  'You  can  never 
out-give  God,'"  Vince  says. 
"No  matter  how  much  we've 
given,  we  have  never  gone 
wanting." 
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de  Azucena 

J;  Esta  convencida  que  su 
*  sufrimiento  fue  el  camino 
hacia  su  libertad 


Justo  siete  dias  despues  de  que  tres 
balas  atravesaran  su  cuerpo,  frac- 
turando  su  craneo,  quebrando  su 
esternon  en  pedazos,  partiendo 
tres  costillas  las  cuales  perforaron 
ambos  pulmones,  Azucena  del  Rio  necesi- 
taba  la  ayuda  incondicional  de  su  madre 
y  sus  hermanos  para  poder  banarse  y 
vestirse.  Ella  no  podia  hacer  nada  por 
si  misma,  apenas  podia  moverse.  Clara- 
mente,  ella  ya  no  tenia  ningun  control  de 
su  vida;  su  amado  esposo  ahora  era  un 
fugitivo  de  la  justicia  y  sus  hijos  estaban 
bajo  la  custodia  del  Servicio  Social.  En  un 
segundo,  la  vida  que  estaba  construyendo 
se  destruyo  en  mil  pedazos. 

Sin  embargo,  era  un  domingo  por  la  ma- 
nana,  y  ella  tenia  un  sitio  a  donde  ir. 
-Fui  a  la  Iglesia,  porque  tenia  que  dark 
gracias  a  Dios  -comento. 


El  comienzo  de  la 
violencia 

La  historia  de  Azucena  es 
tiene  un  desenlace  positivo 
entre  tanta  maldad;  esper- 
anzadora  en  medio  de  una 
situation  desesperante,  aunque 
comienza  de  forma  comun; 
por  un  embarazo  en  sus  anos 
de  adolescentes  y  un  matrimo- 
nio  a  temprana  edad. 

Su  nombre  era  Joaquin 
Rangel  Ramirez,  y  la  abofeteo 
por  primera  vez  dos  semanas 
despues  de  su  boda. 

El  embarazo  de  azucena, 
solo  aumento  el  nivel  de  pos- 
esion  de  Joaquin;  al  punto  que 
ella  debia  pedirle  permiso  en  la 
noche  para  utilizar  el  bafio;  en 
el  supermercado,  solo  podia 
ver  al  piso  porque  sino  el  po- 
dria  acusarla  de  coquetear  con 
otros  hombres  en  la  tienda.  En 
su  trabajo,  Joaquin  esperaria 
por  ella  en  el  estacionamiento 
para  vigilarla  por  la  ventana; 
tampoco  podia  salir  de  su 
trailer  sola. 

El  se  la  pasaba  borracho  y 
utilizaba  sustancias  ilicitas  con 
frecuencia. 

Todas  las  noches,  antes  de 
dormir  le  decia:  "jsi  te  llego  a 
ver  con  otro  hombre,  te  mato!" 

La  noche  del  10  de 
noviembre  de  2007,  eso  fue 
exactamente  lo  que  trato  de 
hacer.  Azucena  paso  todo  el 
dia  trabajando  como  interprete 
en  el  Hospital  Regional  Betsy 
Jhonson  en  Dunn.  El  dia  no 
fue  nada  facil  para  ella,  puesto 
que  Joaquin  la  llamo  todo  el 
dia  diciendole  que  Uevaria  a 
los  tres  ninos  a  desayunar  o 
amenazandola  con  quemar  el 
trailer  donde  vivian.  Ella  solo 
pensaba  en  buscar  un  lugar 
seguro  para  Uevar  a  sus  hijos 
despues  del  trabajo. 

Sin  embargo,  ella  tenia  un 
mal  presentimiento  -algo  den- 
tro  de  mi  me  decia  que  algo 
terrible  estaba  por  suceder.  Pu- 


edes  sentir  cuando  algo  malo 
esta  por  suceder.  -recuerda.  En 
un  momento,  miro  una  de  las 
camas  del  hospital  donde  tra- 
bajaba  y  se  imagino  acostada 
en  una  de  esas. 

Pero  el  la  sorprendio  en  el 
estacionamiento  del  hospital 
con  sus  hijas.  Le  disparo  una 
vez  entre  las  cejas.  Azucena 
trato  de  correr  y  en  la  distan- 
cia  vio  a  una  mujer  vestida 
de  bianco  cerca  del  hospital. 
-Solo  pensaba  que  si  llegaba 
a  donde  estaba  ella,  estaria 
a  salvo.  No  podia  ver  su 
rostro,  solo  que  estaba  vestida 
completamente  de  bianco. 
-Comento 

Joaquin  le  disparo  de  nuevo 
por  la  espalda.  La  bala  salio 
por  su  pecho,  pero  ella  siguio 
corriendo,  sin  caerse. 

Pero  le  disparo  una  vez  mas. 
Azucena  llego  hasta  la  mujer 
de  bianco  donde  finalmente 
cayo  Uorando:  -jPor  favor 
ayudame!  -y  perdio  el  cono- 
cfmiento. 

Dios  estuvo  alii 

Dios  estuvo  alii  es  noche. 
De  eso  no  tuvo  la  menor  duda 
porque  ella  sabe  que  no  hu- 
biese  sobrevivido  a  ese  tiroteo. 
Lo  sabe  porque  pudo  correr 
y  dos  doctores  del  Centra 
Medico  de  UNC  estuvieron  alii 
esa  noche  tratando  de  estabi- 
lizarla  y  la  llevaron  via  aerea  al 
Centra  Medico. 

Ademas  que  la  bala  en  su 
frente  que  fracturo  su  craneo 
solo  toco  su  cerebro.  Mila- 
grosamente,  las  tres  balas  no 
causaron  danos  permanentes, 
y  que  solo  6  dias  despues,  fue 
dada  de  alta  cuando  tuvo  que 
haber  estado  hospitalizada  por 
meses. 

Cuando  volvio  en  si  rninu- 
tos  despues  de  colapsar,  ella 
recuerda  haber  visto  una  luz 
blanca  y  sintio  una  inmensa 
necesidad  por  orar,  y  lo  hizo 
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una  y  otra  vez.  La  frase  "O  mi 
Dios  voy  a  morir"  invadio  sus 
pensamientos,  pero  ella  siguio 
orando.  "Dios  te  amo,  por  fa- 
vor dejame  vivir  por  mis  hijas." 

Para  evitarle  mas  estres, 
sus  familiares  le  dijeron  que 
Joaquin  habia  sido  capturado 
y  que  sus  hijas  estaban  bien, 
cuando  en  realidad  Joaquin 
seguia  profugo  de  la  justicia  y 
sus  hijas  habian  desaparecido 
por  dos  dias. 

Ella  vive  todos  los  dias 
pensando  que  podria  regresar 
y  que  ella  solo  cuenta  con  la 
proteccion  de  la  gracia  de  Dios. 

Pero  la  noche  del  10  de 
noviembre  fue  suficiente.  -Es 
increible.  Me  disparo  en  la 
cabeza  y  en  los  pulmones  y 
no  me  mori.  Dios  queria  que 
siguiera  viva  porque  El  tiene 
una  mision  para  mi  en  este 
mundo.  -  comento. 

Ella  piensa  a  menudo  de 
la  mujer  de  bianco  que  vio  a 
las  afueras  del  hospital.  Sabia 
que  era  una  enfermera,  pero 
no  podia  verle  la  cara,  pero  el 
vestido  bianco  le  represento 
seguridad  en  ese  momento. 

Tan  solo  puede  sea  una 
coincidencia,  pero  antes  de  lo 
ocurrido,  ella  solo  le  pedia  a 
la  Virgen  Maria  y  los  feligreses 
de  su  parroquia  de  Nuestra 
Senora  de  Guadalupe  en  New- 
ton Grove  constantemente  le 
pedian  a  la  Virgen  Maria  por  la 
recuperacion  y  proteccion  de 
Azucena. 

Al  dia  siguiente  que  le 
dieron  de  alta  del  hospital,  se 
fue  derecho  a  la  iglesia  para 
sorpresa  de  su  parroco  y  de  los 
feligreses  quienes  habian  pe- 
dido  fervientemente  a  Nuestra 
Senora  de  Guadalupe  por  su 
recuperacion. 

O  es  coincidencia  que  ese 
lunes  por  la  manana  ella  le 
imploro  a  la  Virgen  Maria  que 
el  Servicio  Social  le  regresara  a 
sus  hijas  cuando  se  negaban  a 
regresarselas  hasta  que  Joaquin 


fuese  capturado. 

Segundos  mas  tarde,  sonoo 
el  telefono.  Sus  hijas  regresa- 
ban  a  casa. 

Agradecida 


Ella  piensa  que  la  mision 
que  le  encomendo  Dios  es  la 
de  contar  esta  historia.  Ella 
quiere  darles  esperanza  a 
aquellas  mujeres  que  se  en- 
cuentran  en  la  misma  situacion 
que  ella  vivio  una  vez  para 
demostrarles  que  ellas  tambien 
tienen  un  camino  hacia  la 
libenad. 

Ella  estuvo  esclavizada  de 
mas  de  una  manera,  comento 
el  Padre  Patrick  Keane,  par- 
roco de  la  iglesia  de  Nuestra 
Senora  de  Guadalupe  en 
Newton  Grove.  Ella  estuvo 
esclavizada  por  la  circunstan- 
cia,  por  la  presion  financiera 
y  cultural.  Abandonar  a  un 
esposo  abusivo  no  es  tan  facil 
como  cuando  ella  nos  cuenta 
la  historia. 

Joaquin  la  alejo  de  su  familia 
y  de  su  apoyo.  Azucena  no 
podia  visitar  a  su  madre  a  me- 
nos  de  que  el  la  llevara  a  verla. 
Cada  vez  que  la  golpeaba, 
siempre  la  amenazaba  con 
matar  a  su  madre  y  a  su  her- 
mano  si  le  contaba  a  alguien. 
Tambien,  la  amenazaba  con 
suicidarse  si  llegaba  a  aban- 
donarlo. 

Ahora  solo  lo  ve  como  ma- 
nipulacion.  -No  queria  preo- 
cupar  a  mi  madre.  Cuando 
esto  sucede,  siempre  tratas  de 
ocultarlo;  siempre  tratas  de 
convencerte  a  ti  mismo  que 
todo  iba  a  cambiar  y  que  el  se- 
ria  un  buen  hombre  algun  dia. 


Pero  nunca  cambia,  tu  deber 
cambiar.  -comento. 

Ella  estaba  en  ese  proceso  de 
cambio  cuando  fue  balaceada. 
Ella  ya  habia  buscado  un 
trabajo  como  interprete  y  se 
habia  inscrito  en  el  programa 
de  enfermeria  en  la  universi- 
dad,  los  cuales  solo  causaron  la 
furia  de  su  esposo  mas  varias 
golpizas. 

Un  dia  de  abril  del  ano 
2007,  el  la  sorprendio  despues 
de  clase  con  una  pistola.  El 
dejo  a  las  ninas,  incluyendo  a 
la  bebe  de  cuatro  meses,  solas 
en  la  casa  tan  solo  para  decide 
este  mensaje  -si  tu  hubieses 
caminado  con  otro  hombre,  ya 
estarias  muerta. 

En  ese  momento,  Azucena 
sabia  que  tenia  que  irse  porque 
el  la  iba  a  matar. 

En  octubre,  ella  y  sus  tres 
hijos  se  habian  mudado  con  su 
madre,  pero  temerosa  por  su 
vida,  ella  lleno  una  orden  de 
restriccion  contra  Joaquin. 

Un  mes  despues,  el  intento 
matarla. 

"La  Have  a  la 
libertad" 


Desde  el  incidente,  la  mujer 
que  alguna  vez  no  podia  salir 
sola  de  su  trailer,  ahora  es  una 
fuerza  de  inspiration  en  su 
pequeiia  parroquia.  Ella  es 
catequista  de  adolescentes  y 
muchos  de  ellos  la  conocen 
como  "tia."  Algunos  simple  - 
mente  la  buscan  para  Uenarse 
de  esperanza  sabiendo  que  ella 
sobrevivio  triunfante  a  la  peor 
de  las  noches  y  renovo  su  vida. 

Ella  es  lector,  ayuda  con 
los  retiros,  y  da  lo  que  puede 


a  todo  aquel  que  lo  necesite. 
Todo  por  esas  balas. 

Ella  llama  a  esas  balas  como 
"las  tres  Haves  de  la  libertad" 
porque  gracias  a  ellas,  se  ha 
librado  del  abuso  de  Joaquin. 
Esas  balas  son  su  libertad 
fisica,  emocional  y  espiritual,  y 
lo  que  ella  espera  es  que  otras 
mujeres  consigan  esa  libertad 
sin  pasar  por  este  trauma. 

En  noviembre,  fue  honrada 
por  Peace  at  Work,  un  grupo 
con  base  en  Carolina  del  Norte 
para  prevenir  el  abuso  domes- 
tico  en  los  sitios  de  trabajo. 
Ella  recibio  el  premio  de  Peace 
Worker  y  el  premio  Work- 
place Compensation,  el  cual 
la  ayudara  a  costear  sus  gastos 
medicos. 

Ella  ha  ofrecido  su  trabajo 
voluntario  como  interprete  en 
refugios  para  personas  que  han 
sufrido  de  la  violencia  domes- 
tica,  da  charlas  en  las  iglesias 
y  a  grupos,  en  estaciones  de 
radio  y  en  retiros  espintuales. 
Ella  le  dice  a  las  mujeres  que 
estan  siendo  abusadas  que  ex- 
iste  una  salida  al  ver  la  primera 
serial  de  abuso,  porque  sus 
vidas  dependen  de  eso. 

Tambien  les  habia  de  la  bon- 
dad  de  Dios,  y  lo  agradecida 
que  esta  por  cada  momento  de 
su  vida. 

-Es  increible  como  este 
incidente  cambio  mi  vida  y  mi 
forma  de  vivir.  Vivi  deprimida 
por  tanto  tiempo  y  ahora  soy 
tan  feliz  de  estar  viva  y  le  agra- 
dezco  a  Dios  por  poder  mover 
mis  manos  y  permitirme 
respirar.  Pero  se  que  no  tengo 
garantizado  el  tiempo.  jEstoy 
aqui  para  agradecerle  a  Dios 
por  este  milagro! 


Ayuda  para  las  victimas 

►►  Catholic  Charities  de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh  ofrece  ayuda  a  las  victimas  de 
abuso  domestico  en  un  ambiente  seguro.  Si  usted  se  encuentra  en  una  situacion  de 
abuso  domestico,  llame  al  (919)  790-8533  para  localizar  la  oficina  de  Catholic  Charities 
mas  cerca  de  usted.  Tambien  puede  llamar  al  National  Domestic  Violence  Hotline  por  el: 
1  -800-799-SAFE  (7233)  o  por  el  (TTY)  1  -800-787-3224 


i  Y  a    que    usted    lo  pregunta! 


Dear  NCC:  "Un  futuro  embarazo 
seria  demasiado  arriesgado" 

La  capacidad  de  una  mujer  para 
sobrellevar  un  embarazo  puede  verse 
afectada  por  ciertas  condiciones 
medicas,  y  en  ocasiones  hasta  su  propia 
vida  o  la  del  bebe  se  ven  amenazadas. 
La  hipertension  pulmonar,  el  srndrome  de  Marfan  y  algunos  problemas 
congenitos  con  la  arteria  aorta  son  ejemplos  de  estas  condiciones. 
Cuando  el  doctor  infonna  a  la  paciente  que  un  futuro  embarazo  tendria 
consecuencias  serias  para  ella  o  para  su  bebe,  la  ligadura  de  trompas  de 
Falopio  puede  parecer  lo  mas  indicado.  Habra  quien  hasta  afirme  que 
como  la  esterilizacion  es  "por  razones  medicas",  se  trata  entonces  de 
una  "esterilizacion  indirecta"  y  por  lo  tanto  moralmente  aceptable. 

A  decir  verdad,  la  ligadura  de  estos  conductos 
uterinos  para  evitar  un  embarazo  futuro  no  es,  de 
ninguna  manera,  una  esterilizacion  indirecta.  Si  la 
perdida  de  la  fertilidad  fuera  el  resultado  -  no  la 
intencion-  de  un  tratamiento  dirigido  a  un  problema 
medico,  entonces  si  se  trataria  de  una  esterilizacion 
indirecta.  Por  ejemplo,  cuando  un  paciente  con 
cancer  recibe  radiacion  y  quimioterapia,  un  resultado 
secundario  y  no  intencional  puede  ser  la  esterilidad.  O 
en  el  caso  de  un  paciente  que  lucha  contra  el  cancer 
testicular,  es  posible  que  se  requiera  la  extirpacion 
quinirgica  de  sus  testiculos  para  atacar  la  enfermedad, 
con  la  consecuencia  indeseable  de  quedar  esteril.  Las 
esterilizaciones  indirectas  son  moralmente  permisibles 
siempre  que  exista  una  patologia  seria  y  los  efectos 
anticonceptivos  no  sean  la  intencion. 

Sin  embargo,  cuando  una  paciente  con  hipertension 
pulmonar  opta  por  ligar  sus  trompas  de  Falopio,  el 
objetivo  de  este  procedimiento  no  es  tratar  o  curar 
su  hipenension,  por  lo  tanto  esta  optando  por  la 
esterilizacion  directa.  De  igual  manera,  cuando  a  un 
hombre  le  preocupa  el  riesgo  de  transmitir  a  sus  futuros 
hijos  un  gen  defectuoso  y  para  evitarlo  opta  por  la 
vasectomia,  esta  optando  tambien  por  la  esterilizacion 
directa.  Este  tipo  de  esterilizacion  es  moralmente 
inaceptable  ya  que  implica  la  decision  de  mutilar, 
directamente  y  con  fines  anticonceptivos,  un  sistema 
sano  del  cuerpo  que  funciona  normal  y  saludablemente. 
Violaciones  como  estas  son  comunes  hoy  en  dia.  Se 
estima  que  en  Estados  Unidos  unas  700,000  mujeres 
al  ario  se  someten  a  la  ligadura  de  trompas  falopianas  y 
600,000  hombres  se  practican  vasectomias. 

Ni  la  vasectomia  ni  la  ligadura  de  trompas  tratan 
ninguna  enfermedad  o  patologia  existentes.  Cuando  una 
mujer  se  liga  para  quedar  infertil,  lo  que  esta  decidiendo 
es  lesionar  una  importante  facultad  de  su  cuerpo  porque 
ella  y/o  su  esposo  no  desean  practicar  la  abstinencia  en 
ciertos  periodos  y  asi  evitar  un  embarazo  potencialmente 
peligroso.  Una  ligadura  en  estas  circunstancias  no  seria, 
de  hecho,  por  razones  medicas  sino  por  razones  de 
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conveniencia  conyugal.  Tenemos  el  deber  de  respetar  la 
integridad  y  totalidad  de  nuestros  cuerpos,  y  cortar  los 
conductos  uterinos  sanos  de  una  mujer  nunca  sera  una 
decision  medica  moralmente  defendible. 

Uno  de  los  errores  clave  detras  de  la  decision  de 
esterilizarse  quinirgicamente  es  la  creencia  de  que  tanto 
hombres  como  mujeres  son  incapaces  de  controlar  o 
dominar  sus  impulsos  sexuales.  Al  parecer  muchas 
personas  han  renunciado  a  practicar  el  autocontrol  en 
lo  referente  a  la  sexualidad.  Si  bien  es  cierto  que  no 
se  puede  sobrevivir  sin  agua  o  sin  alimento,  es  falso 
asumir,  como  al  parecer  nuestra  cultura  lo  asume,  que 
no  podemos  sobrevivir  sin  gratificacion  sexual.  El 
sexo  no  es  necesario  para  la  sobrevivencia  individual 
ni  tampoco  indispensable  para  una  vida  personal 
saludable  y  plena.  Tratandose  de  una  persona  soltera, 
de  hecho,  una  vida  sana  y  completa  dependera  del 
ordenamiento  de  sus  facultades  sexuales  mediante  la 
autodisciplina  de  la  abstinencia  y  del  crecimiento  en  las 
virtudes.  Esto  tambien  aplica  en  el  matrimonio,  donde 
los  esposos  deben  esforzarse  por  lograr  la  disciplina  de 
la  continencia  sexual  en  determinadas  circunstancias, 
lo  cual  hace  que  la  relacion  matrimonial  madure  y 
florezca.  De  hecho,  algunas  situaciones  obligan  a  poner 
en  practica  esta  disciplina,  por  ejemplo  por  actividad 
militar,  por  razones  de  trabajo  o  por  enfermedades 
cronicas  o  agudas. 

Siempre  que  haya  motivos  legitimos  para  evitar  un 
embarazo,  como  cuando  hay  riesgo  serio  para  la  vida 
de  la  madre  o  la  del  bebe,  los  matrimonios  pueden 
practicar  la  autodisciplina  y  recurrir  unicamente  a  los 
medios  que  respetan  tanto  el  don  de  su  sexualidad 
como  el  de  su  respectiva  masculinidad  y  feminidad. 
Esto  implica  la  abstinencia  durante  los  periodos  fertiles 
del  ciclo  femenino  para  evitar  el  embarazo.  En  las 
ultimas  decadas  los  metodos  naturales  de  planificacion 
familiar  se  han  ido  sofisticando  para  determinar  con 
precision  el  momento  en  que  la  mujer  es  fertil.  Los 
datos  que  se  obtienen  con  estos  metodos  ayudan  a 
los  matrimonios  para  que  sus  relaciones  sexuales  sean 
solo  en  los  periodos  infertiles  y  practicar  la  abstinencia 
durante  los  periodos  fertiles,  cuando  existen  razones 
serias  que  lo  justifiquen.  Al  respetar  de  esta  forma  la 
sexualidad  conyugal  y  negarse  a  lesionar  las  facultades 
sexuales  con  vasectomias  o  ligaduras,  se  promueven 
virtudes  personales  muy  importantes  dentro  del 
matrimonio  a  la  vez  que  se  respeta  el  diseno  de  nuestro 
cuerpo,  regalo  de  Dios  para  dar  vida. 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


San  Pablo  inspira 

nuestro  camino  hacia  la  Cuaresma 


n  vista  de  la  celebracion  del  Ario  Paulino  en  la  que  conmemora- 
mos  el  2000  aniversario  de  su  nacimiento,  comenzando  desde 
el  28  de  junio  de  2008  hasta  el  29  de  junio  de  este  ano,  seguimos  su  ejemplo  y 
sus  palabras  como  fuente  de  inspiration  en  nuestro  camino  hacia  la  cuaresma. 


"cSabes  que  la  bondad  de  Dios  es  una  invitacion  al 
arrepentimiento?"  (Romanes  2:4) 

Saulo,  perseguidor  de  cristianos,  encontro  al  Senor  Resu- 
citado  en  camino  a  Damasco.  El  Senor  adentro  en  lo  mas 
profundo  de  Saulo,  acabando  con  su  resistencia,  causan- 
dole  una  transformacion  radical,  un  cambio  completo 
de  mente  y  de  corazon.  El  Senor  con  su  bondad  espera 
hacer  lo  mismo  con  cada  uno  de  nosotros.  Recuerden, 
la  Cuaresma  no  es  una  temporada  en  la  que  por  nuestra 
propia  cuenta,  abandonamos  comportamientos  destruc- 
tives para  convertirnos  en  una  nueva 
persona;  la  Cuaresma  es  una  temporada 
que  nos  invita  a  intensificar  nuestro 
compromiso  con  el  Senor  quien  tiene  la 
fuerza  para  cambiarnos  y  transformar- 
nos.  La  Cuaresma  es  un  Uamado  a  orar 
fervientemente,  para  meditar  la  Palabra 
de  Dios,  y  para  celebrar  Su  presencia  en 
el  Sacramento  de  Reconciliacion,  y  para 
descansar  frente  a  su  presencia  en  el 
Sacramento  Sagrado.  Esta  temporada  es  una  invitacion  al 
arrepentimiento  por  la  gracia  de  nuestro  Senor  Jesucristo 
para  nuestra  renovation. 

"lAy  de  mi  si  no  predico  el  evangelio!"(i  corintios  9:16) 

Al  igual  que  Pablo  y  sus  Discipulos,  hemos  sido  enviados 
a  nuestros  hogares,  escuelas,  trabajos  y  comunidades  a 
ser  testigos  del  Senor  Jesucristo  en  palabra  y  action.  Con 
frecuencia  encontramos  a  aquellos  que  no  adoptan  la 
Verdad  de  Su  Evangelio,  incluyendo  el  respeto  por  toda 
vida  humana  desde  el  momento  de  su  conception  hasta  el 
momento  de  su  muerte  natural.  No  es  siempre  facil  vivir 
y  predicar  la  Verdad,  sin  embargo,  es  necesario  y  esencial. 
La  Cuaresma  es  una  temporada  sagrada  para  examinar  el 
ejemplo  que  damos  y  para  renovar  nuestro  compromiso 
para  ser  testigos  autenticos  renunciando  al  miedo,  para 
que  el  Evangelio  nos  hable  siempre  con  conviction  y 
compasion. 

"En  cuanto  a  mi,  jamas  se  me  ocurra  jactarme  de 
otra  cosa  sino  de  la  cruz  de  nuestro  Senor  Jesu- 
cristo" (Gaiatas  6:14)  En  su  mision  de  Apostol  del  Senor, 
Pablo,  a  sabiendas  que  podria  ser  perseguido  o  sufrir 
por  seguir  a  Cristo,  en  ningun  momento  se  aparto  de  la 


No  es  siempre  facil 
vivir  y  predicar  la 
Verdad,  sin  em- 
bargo, es  necesario  y 
esencial. 


cruz,  asi  que  nosotros  tampoco  debemos  hacerlo.  Todos 
nosotros,  de  alguna  forma,  compartimos  el  sufrimiento  de 
Cristo  en  cuerpo  y  espiritu. 

"Les  hablo  asi,  hermanos,  porque  ustedes  han  sido 
llamados  a  ser  libres;  pero  no  se  valgan  de  esa  lib- 
ertad  para  dar  rienda  suelta  a  sus  *pasiones.  Mas 
bien  sfrvanse  unos  a  otros  con  amor.1 4  En  efecto, 
toda  la  ley  se  resume  en  un  solo  mandamiento: 
«Ama  a  tu  projimo  como  a  ti  mismo."  (Gaiatas  5:13-14) 
Pablo  nos  recuerda  con  frecuencia  que 
somos  un  mismo  cuerpo  unido  en  el  de 
Jesucristo.  La  Cuaresma  es  una  invit- 
acion especial  para  reconciliarnos  con 
los  demas.  Tome  la  iniciativa  y  perdone 
a  algun  miembro  de  su  familia  o  a  un 
amigo  con  el  que  tenga  alguna  disputa. 
Solo  asi  puede  estar  en  paz!  La  Cuares- 
ma tambien  es  especial  para  aumentar 
nuestros  esfuerzos  para  ayudar  al  mas 
necesitado  entre  nosotros.  Tambien  puede  participar  en 
las  innumerables  obras  de  beneficencia  de  su  parroquia  o 
de  su  comunidad.  Su  generosidad,  bondad  y  compasion 
ayudan  a  fortalecer  el  Cuerpo  de  Cristo  entre  nosotros.  jEl 
amor  nunca  falla! 

"Todo  lo  puedo  en  Cristo  que  me  fortalece"  (rii- 

penses  4:13)  Pablo  tenia  muy  en  cuenta  sus  limitaciones  y 
debilidades,  por  esta  razon,  dependia  mas  y  mas  de  Cristo, 
al  igual  que  todos  nosotros.  Esta  temporada  es  una  opor- 
tunidad  para  dejar  atras  el  pecado,  para  el  arrepentimiento 
y  para  nuestra  renovacion.  Es  un  tiempo  para  aceptar  el 
sufrimiento  con  esperanza,  para  predicar  el  Evangelio 
y  renovar  nuestra  conviccion,  ofrecer  nuestro  perdon  a 
aquellos  que  nos  han  herido  y  demostrar  un  amor  desinte- 
resado.  Somos  bendecidos  al  saber  que  nuestras  respuestas 
no  dependen  de  nuestra  naturaleza  fragil.  Es  un  tiempo 
para  intensificar  el  encuentro  con  nuestro  Senor  Jesucristo  y 
para  decir  con  conviccion  "todo  lo  puedo  en  Cristo  que  me 
fortalece" 

Con  fe,  es  mi  esperanza  que  ustedes,  sus  seres  queridos  y 
todos  los  que  se  benefician  de  su  servicio,  reciban  abundan- 
tes  bendiciones  espirituales  durante  la  Cuaresma. 
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When  I  was  young,  I  was 
introduced  to  the  world  of 
gasoline,  grease,  oil,  brake 
linings,  inner  tubes  and  all 
manner  of  supplies  for  cars.  My  father  owned 
a  gas  station  and  he  repaired  cars.  The  men  he 
associated  with  were,  in  some  respects,  rough 
and  tough,  but  they  were  also  honest  and 
kind.  I  liked  to  be  there,  to  ask  questions,  and 
learn.  As  I  grew,  I  also  began  to  see  a  genuine- 
ness, a  sincerity  about  them.  They  were  men 
of  their  word.  I  liked  them.  Later,  my  father 
also  managed  an  interstate  truck  terminal 
and  many  truckers  would  stop  for  food  and 
a  rest  before  traveling  on.  I  got  to  meet  many 
of  the  "regulars"  and  they  always  treated  me 
with  deference  and  respect  -  even  standing 
if  I  walked  into  the  main  area.  Why?  Well,  I 
think  my  father  had  made  it  clear:  This  is  my 
daughter.  Treat  her  as  I  do  -  and  they  did, 
with  never  an  exception. 

What  does  this  anecdote  have  to  do  with  the  Gospel  of  Mark? 
In  Mark  4:31-35,  we  read:  "And  His  mother  and  His  brothers 
came  and  standing  outside  they  sent  to  Him  and  called  Him. 
And  a  crowd  was  sitting  about  him;  and  they  said  to  Him:  Tour 
mother  and  your  brothers  are  outside,  asking  for  you.'  And  He 
replied,  'who  are  my  mother  and  my  brothers?'  And  looking 
around  on  those  who  sat  around  Him,  He  said,  'Here  are  my 
mother  and  my  brothers!  Whoever  does  the  Will  of  God  is 
brother  and  sister  and  mother.'" 

It  is  a  pivotal  passage  for  any  true  disciple.  Jesus  was  telling 
them  that  they  too  could  be  in  as  close  a  relationship  with  Him 
as  our  most  intimate  family  relationships.  The  litmus  test  was 
whether  you  were  willing  to  do  what  He  asked.  To  the  extent 
that  you  were,  you  were  drawn  into  the  circle  of  those  who  had 
the  same  desires,  the  same  goals.  Jesus  is  extending  the  same 
invitation  to  each  of  you  who  read  this  column.  Because  God's 
Word  is  living,  it  has  the  power  to  make  that  call  real  for  you  at 
this  moment.  Jesus  is  inviting  you  into  a  circle  of  brothers  and 
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sisters  who  want  the  same  thing  -  to  be  intimately  united  in  will 
and  purpose;  to  be  one  family,  in  the  Lord. 

There  were  men  my  father  could  no  longer  employ  because 
they  didn't  have  the  same  work  ethic  or  the  same  honesty. 
Sometimes  he  would  have  talks  with  them  and  they  would 
grow  and  change.  Sometimes  they  chose  not  to  grow  and 

change  and  they  were  the  less 


An  experience  of 

saying  goodbye  -  with  hope 


Jesus  is  extending 
the  same  invitation 
to  each  of  you  who 
read  this  column. 

Because  God's 
word  is  living,  it 
has  the  power 
to  make  that  call 
real  for  you  at 
this  moment. 


for  it.  But  those  who  did  were 
friends  for  life. 

That  is  what  Jesus  wants  for 
us  -  His  sons  and  daughters! 
He  wants  friends,  not  just  for 
life  here  but  for  eternity  He 
wants  a  family  of  sons  and 
daughters  who  are  intimately 
bound  to  him  with  affection 
and  trust  and  a  commitment 
to  follow  His  plan. 

At  my  fathers  funeral,  a  man 
walked  up  to  me.  I  knew  he 
■L    was  a  friend  of  my  dads,  but 
^^^^^^■^^^^^^^^^    I  did  not  know  him  well.  He 
took  my  hands,  expressing  his  sympathy  and  then  he  said,  "Do 
you  know,  your  father  bought  me  my  first  pair  of  shoes  when 
I  was  14.  My  family  had  nothing,  but  your  dad  believed  in  me 
and  helped  me.  I  will  never  forget  -  even  beyond  the  grave,  1 
will  never  forget." 

That's  the  kind  of  relationships  we  all  need  -  and  we  need 
to  work  to  build  them  and  to  receive  them.  It  begins  by 
taking  Jesus'  implicit  challenge  in  these  few  verses  to  heart. 
Whoever  does  the  will  of  my  Father  is  brother  and  sister  and 
mother  to  me." 

-  Sister  Ann  Shields 


A  young  friend  of  mine  (30  years  old)  died  recently  of 
cancer.  I  was  privileged  to  be  with  him  and  with  his  family 
and  friends  in  those  last  weeks  and  days.  It  was  not  easy. 
Death  never  is,  but  I  was  struck  a  number  of  times  by  the 
faith  that  marked  everyone  present.  Many  young  people  in 
their  20s  and  30s  did  not  shy  away  from  death,  but  were 
there  serving  and  praying  -  night  and  day.  It  was  ter- 
ribly hard  to  say  goodbye, 


It  was  terribly  hard 
to  say  goodbye,  es- 
pecially for  his  wife 
of  just  one  year. 

But  never  did  I 
hear  despair  or 
hopelessness. 


especially  for  his  wife  of 
just  one  year.  But  never  did 
I  hear  despair  or  hopeless- 
ness. There  were  plenty  of 
tears  and  grief  -  of  course. 
But  they  were  all  bound 
together  by  the  conviction 
that  they  would  see  him 
again.  They  strengthened 
and  held  one  another  up 


by  that  certainty.  Even  my 

friend  Peter,  in  his  last  days,  could  say  to  me  "Don't  worry 
about  me.  I  will  be  all  right,  but  please  take  care  of  my 
wife.  Focus  your  attention  on  her,  not  me."  Right  then  I 
marveled  that  this  friend,  fighting  for  breath,  should  think 
not  of  himself,  but  of  his  wife.  Where  does  that  strength 
and  selflessness  come  from?  It  comes  from  the  commit- 
ment made  some  years  before  that:  "God  is  the  center  of 
my  life,  I  want  to  follow  Him  and  I  ask  Him  for  friends  who 
will  help  me  on  the  way." 

God  supplied  what  Peter  asked  for,  and  so  He  will  do 
for  you  if  you  tell  Him  that  you  choose  His  will  and  His  way 
above  all. 


How  do  we  become  Jesus' 
brother  or  sister? 

Doing  our  own  will,  our  own  way, 
gets  us  into  trouble.  Ask  the  Lord 
for  grace  to  surrender  our  stubborn- 
ness and  close-mindedness  so  that 
we  can  be  open  by  grace  to  hear  His 
voice  say  to  each  of  us,  "Come,  follow 
me."  Jesus  does  want  a  personal  re- 
lationship with  you.  Then  He  wants  to 
bind  you  to  other  like-minded  individu- 
als who  also  are  seeking  God  so  you 
can  help  one  another. 
Read  the  first  four  chapters  of  the 
Gospel  of  Mark. 

•  If  you  want,  you  can  read  the  whole 
Gospel  to  get  an  overview,  but 
mainly,  over  this  next  month,  spend 
most  of  your  time  on  the  first  four 


chapters.  Just  read  and  re-read.  Let 
God's  Spirit  convict  and  challenge 
and  change  you. 

•  Mark's  Gospel  is  the  shortest  of  the 
four.  Many  biblical  experts  see  this 
Gospel,  which  has  all  the  earmarks 
of  an  eyewitness  account,  to  actu- 
ally be  the  first  Gospel  written.  It 
was  probably  composed  sometime 
around  65-70  AD.  It  is  believed  that 
the  eyewitness  of  Jesus  from  whom 
Mark  got  the  material  for  his  Gospel 
was  none  other  than  Simon  Peter. 

•  Mark  was  a  cousin  of  Barnabas  and 
traveled  with  him  on  some  of  the 
missionary  journeys.  Later,  he  was 
with  Paul  during  the  time  Paul  com- 
posed his  letters  to  the  Colossians 
and  to  Philemon.  Finally,  Scripture 
tells  us  quite  clearly  that  Mark  was 


with  Peter.  (1  Peter  5: 1 3) 

•  The  main  focus  of  the  whole  Gospel 
is  the  proclamation  that  Jesus  is  the 
Son  of  God  and  Son  of  Man.  The 
focus  of  the  Gospel  is  on  the  mighty 
acts  of  Jesus,  rather  than  on  Jesus' 
teaching.  (More  about  that  next 
month) 

Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  yes,  the  Son 
of  GOD,  wants  a  personal  relationship 
with  you.  Commit  or  recommit  your  life 
to  Him.  When  Jesus  sees  in  your  heart 
an  honest  attempt,  with  grace,  to  respond 
to  his  invitation,  He  will  draw  you  more 
deeply  into  companionship  with  Him  and 
with  like-minded  brothers  and  sisters. 
There  is  a  sweetness  and  a  strength  to 
that  fellowship  that  forms  the  basis  for  the 
Church,  a  foretaste  of  the  life  to  come. 


the  Gr 


Just  seven  days  after  three  bullets  tore  through  her 
body  -  fracturing  her  skull,  shattering  her  sternum, 
breaking  three  ribs  and  puncturing  both  lungs  -  Azu- 
cena  del  Rio  begged  her  mothers  and  siblings'  help  in 
dressing  and  bathing.  She  could  do  nothing  herself; 
she  could  barely  move.  Certainly  she  had  ceased  to  have  any 
control  over  her  life;  the  husband  she  once  loved  was  now  a 
fugitive  and  her  children  were  in  the  custody  of  Social  Servic- 
es. In  one  moment,  the  life  she  was  just  starting  to  rebuild  had 
been  ripped  apart. 

But  this  was  Sunday  morning,  and  she  had  someplace  she 
needed  to  go. 

"I  had  to  go  to  church,"  she  says.  "I  had  to  go  tell  God, 
'Thank  you."' 


The  beginning  of  violence 

Azucenas  story  is  one  of  hope  coming 
out  of  despair;  of  good  corning  out  of  evil. 
And  it  begins  in  a  not-uncommon  way:  a 
teenage  pregnancy,  a  young  marriage. 

His  name  was  Joaquin  Rangel  Ramirez, 
and  he  slapped  her  for  the  first  time  two 


weeks  into  their  marriage. 

Her  pregnancy  brought  out  a  new 
degree  of  possessiveness  in  Joaquin.  If  she 
needed  to  use  the  bathroom  during  the 
night,  she  had  to  wake  him  for  permis- 
sion. At  the  grocery  store,  she  learned  to 
look  only  at  the  ground  lest  he  accuse  her 
of  flirting  with  other  men.  At  her  work  as 


a  waitress,  Joaquin  would  wait  in  the  park- 
ing lot,  peeking  through  the  windows. 
She  wasn't  allowed  to  leave  the  trailer  by 
herself. 

He  was  frequently  drunk  and  often  used 
drugs. 

His  final  words  to  her  every  night  before 
they  went  to  bed  were,  "If  you  are  ever 
with  another  man,  1  will  kill  you." 

On  the  night  of  Nov.  10,  2007,  that's 
exactly  what  he  tried  to  do.  She  had 
worked  all  day  as  a  translator  at  Betsy 
Johnson  Regional  Hospital  in  Dunn.  It 
had  been  a  nightmare  day;  Joaquin  called 
her  often,  alternating  between  cheerful 
and  furious,  telling  her  he  was  taking 
their  three  children  out  for  breakfast,  then 
threatening  to  burn  down  their  trailer. 
When  work  ended,  she  just  wanted  to  get 
her  kids  to  safety. 

All  day  a  strange  sense  had  plagued 
her.  "Something  inside  of  me  was  telling 
me  something  bad  was  going  to  hap- 
pen," she  remembered.  "When  some- 
thing bad  is  going  to  happen  to  you,  you 
sense  it."  At  one  point,  she  glanced  at  a 
bed  in  the  emergency  ward  where  she 
was  working  and  imagined  herself  lying 
in  the  bed. 

He  surprised  her  in  the  parking  lot, 
their  daughters  with  him  in  the  pickup 
truck.  He  shot  her  once  above  the  eye.  She 
turned  and  ran.  She  saw  a  lady  in  white  by 
the  hospital.  "I  was  thinking  that  if  1  could 
just  get  to  her,  I  would  be  safe.  I  couldn't 
see  her  face,  just  that  she  was  head-to-toe 
in  white,"  she  said. 

Joaquin  fired  again,  hitting  her  in  the 
back.  The  bullet  came  out  of  her  breast. 
She  ran  still,  without  falling. 

He  fired  once  more.  She  couldn't 
breathe.  She  fell  toward  the  lady,  crying, 
"Please  help  me."  And  she  blacked  out. 

God  was  there 


God  was  there  that  night.  Of  that,  she 
has  no  doubt.  She  knows  it  because  she 
should  not  have  survived  the  shooting. 
She  knows  it  because  she  was  able  to 
run,  because  two  doctors  from  UNC 
Medical  Centers  were  there  that  night 
and  able  to  help  stabilize  her  before  she 
was  air-lifted  to  to  UNC. 

Because  the  bullet  in  her  forehead  that 
fractured  her  skull  did  not  so  much  as 
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touch  her  brain. 

Because  miraculously,  the  three  bullets 
did  no  permanent  damage. 

Because  after  just  six  days  in  the  hos- 
pital, when  she  should  have  been  there 
for  months,  she  went  home. 

When  she  regained  consciousness 
minutes  after  collapsing,  she  remembers 
seeing  a  white  light.  She  felt  the  urgent 
need  to  pray,  and  did  so  over  and  over. 
The  phrase  "Oh  my  God,  I'm  going  to 
die,"  circulated  through  her  head.  She 
kept  saying,  "God,  I  love  you.  Please 
leave  me  here  for  my  children." 

To  spare  her  any  more  trauma,  family 
members  told  her  that  Joaquin  had  been 
caught  and  that  her  daughters  were 
fine.  The  truth  was  that  Joaquin  was 
-  and  still  is  -  at-large.  For  two  days  her 
daughters  were  missing. 

She  lives  every  day  with  the  knowl- 
edge that  he  could  come  back,  and  that 
she  has  no  protection  except  for  the 
grace  of  God. 

But  that  was  enough  that  night  of  Nov. 
10. 

"It  was  just  amazing,"  she  says.  "I  got 
shot  in  the  head  and  lungs.  I  should  be 
dead.  God  wants  me  to  be  alive.  He  has 
a  purpose  for  me  in  the  world." 

She  thinks  often  of  that  woman  in 
white  she  saw  outside  the  hospital.  It 
was  a  nurse,  she  knows,  and  yet  her 
vision  was  of  a  faceless,  white-clothed 
form  that  represented  safety. 

It  could  just  be  coincidence,  that  she 
prayed  often  to  Mary  in  those  days  after 
the  shooting,  and  that  the  parishioners 
from  her  home  parish  of  Our  Lady  of 
Guadalupe  Church  in  Newton  Grove 
constantly  invoked  the  Blessed  Virgin  for 
Azucenas  healing  and  protection. 

The  day  after  her  release  from  the  hos- 
pital, she  shuffled  into  church,  shocking 
the  pastor  and  parishioners  who  had 
been  fervently  praying  to  Nuestra  Senora 
for  her  recovery. 

Nor  is  it  coincidence  that  the  Monday 
morning  after  her  release,  she  fell  to  her 
knees  praying  to  Mary  to  return  her 
children  from  Social  Services  when  the 
organization  was  refusing  to  release  them 
until  Joaquin  was  captured. 

Within  seconds  of  her  desperate  plea 
to  Mary,  her  phone  rang.  Her  children 
were  coming  home. 


Giving  thanks 

What  she  senses  God  wants  her  to 
do  is  to  tell  her  story.  She  wants  to  give 
hope  to  women  who  are  in  situations 
that  she  was  once  in  -  to  show  them  that 
they  too  have  a  pathway  to  freedom  and 
healing. 

She  was  enslaved  in  more  ways  than 
one,  says  Father  Patrick  Keane,  pastor 
of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Church  in 
Newton  Grove.  She  was  enslaved  by  her 
circumstances,  by  pressures  both  financial 
and  cultural.  Leaving  an  abusive  husband 
is  not  as  cut-and-dry  as  it  might  seem 
when  she  tells  her  story  of  abuse. 

Joaquin  had  cut  her  off  from  her  family 
and  support.  She  couldn't  visit  her  mother 
unless  he  drove  her.  Whenever  he  would 
beat  her,  he'd  threaten  to  kill  her  mother 
or  brother  if  she  told  anyone.  He  said  he'd 
commit  suicide  if  she  left  him. 

Now  she  sees  it  for  the  manipulation 
that  it  was.  "I  didn't  want  to  worry  my 
mom,"  she  says.  "When  you  go  through 
this,  you  try  to  hide  it.  You  tell  yourself 
that  it's  going  to  change,  that  he'll  be  a 
good  man  some  day.  But  it  doesn't  change; 
you  have  to  change  it." 

She  was  working  to  change  it  when 
she  got  shot.  She  had  taken  a  job  as  a 
translator  and  had  enrolled  in  the  nursing 
program  at  a  community  college  -  both  of 
which  made  her  husband  furious  and  led 
to  her  several  beatings. 

One  April  day  in  2007,  he  surprised 
her  after  class  with  a  gun.  He  had  left  their 
children  -  including  their  4-month-old 
daughter  -  at  home  alone  to  deliver  this 
message:  "If  you'd  been  walking  with  a 
man,  you'd  be  dead  by  now." 

At  that  point,  Azucena  knew  she  had  to 
get  out  or  that  he  was  going  to  kill  her. 

By  October,  she  and  her  three  children 
were  living  with  her  mother.  Scared  for  her 
life,  on  Oct.  8  she  filed  a  restraining  order 
against  Joaquin. 

One  month  later,  he  tried  to  kill  her. 


'Three  keys  to  freedom" 

Since  the  shooting,  the  woman  who 
once  was  not  allowed  outside  her  trailer 
is  a  force  in  her  small  parish.  She  is  a 
catechist  for  teenagers  and  is  known  to 
many  of  them  as  'Auntie."  Some  have 
called  her  in  their  own  times  of  distress, 
looking  for  hope,  knowing  that  she  has 
lived  through  the  blackest  night  and 
come  out  with  renewed  life. 

She  lectors,  helps  with  retreats  and 
gives  what  she  can  to  those  who  need  it. 
All  because  of  the  bullets. 

She  calls  the  bullets  her  "three  keys  to 
freedom"  because  it  is  thanks  to  them 
that  she  is  free  of  the  abuse  she  suffered 
at  Joaquin's  hands.  They  are  her  physical, 
emotional  and  spiritual  freedoms,  and 
what  she  wants  is  for  other  women  to 
find  their  freedom  without  the  trauma. 

This  November,  she  was  honored  by 
Peace  at  Work,  a  North  Carolina-based 
group  created  to  prevent  domestic 
violence  in  the  workplace.  She  was  given 
the  Peace  Worker  Award  and  the  Work- 
place Compensation  Award,  which  will 
help  pay  her  medical  bills. 

She  has  volunteered  as  a  transla- 
tor at  domestic  violence  shelters,  and 
she  speaks  at  churches  and  to  groups, 
at  radio  stations  and  retreats.  She  tells 
women  who  are  being  abused  that 
there  is  a  way  out,  to  get  out  at  the  first 
red  flag  of  abuse  -  and  that  their  lives 
depend  on  it. 

She  also  tells  them  about  God  and  his 
goodness,  and  how  thankful  she  is  for 
every  moment  of  her  life  now. 

"It's  amazing  how  (the  shooting) 
changed  my  life  and  my  way  of  living," 
she  says.  "For  so  long  I  lived  in  depres- 
sion. Now  I'm  so  happy  to  be  alive.  I 
thank  God  for  being  able  to  move  my 
hands  and  to  be  able  to  breathe.  But  I 
know  that  the  next  moment  is  never 
promised.  I'm  here  to  thank  God  for  do- 
ing this  miracle." 


Help  for  Victims 

►►  Catholic  Charities  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  offers  counseling  and  referrals 
for  victims  of  domestic  abuse  in  a  safe, 
relaxed  and  affirming  environment 

If  you  fear  or  are  experiencing  domestic 


abuse,  call  the  Raleigh  Regional  Office  of 
Catholic  Charities  at  9 1 9.790.8533  for  the 
number  of  the  Catholic  Charities  Regional 
Office  nearest  you.  Help  is  also  available 
by  calling  the  National  Domestic  violence 
Hotline:  1 .800.799.SAFE  (7233)  or  (TTY) 
1 .800.787.3224. 


tilings  to  do: 


Catechist  Formation 
Courses,  Feb.  1  7-25. 
Cycle  2  of  Online  Courses 
from  the  University  of 
Dayton.  Cycle  2  runs  March 
1  -  April  4.  All  courses  are 
for  adult  faith  formation 
and  catechist  certifica- 
tion. Courses  this  cycle 
include:  Catholic  Beliefs; 
Catholic  Social  Teaching 
2;  Church  and  Communi- 
cation; Church  History  2; 
Ecclesiology:  The  Pilgrim 
Church;  Evangelization  and 
Discipleship;  Images  of 
Jesus;  Intro  to  Catechesis; 
Intro  to  Christian  Morality; 
Media,  Faith  and  Values; 
the  National  Directory  for 
Catechesis;  Overview  of  the 
GDC  and  NDC;  Sacra- 
ments; Scripture:  OT  and 
NT;  Scripture  and  Justice; 
Survey  of  Catholic  Doctrine. 
Cost:  $40.  Register  online 
at  http:/A/LC.UDAYTON. 
EDU.  Registration  Dead- 
line: 2/25/09.  For  more 
information  contact  Robert 
Jones,  919.821.9740  or 
Rob.Jones@raldioc.org. 


National  Workshop  on 
Adolescent  Catechesis, 

March  1  1  at  St.  Andrew 
the  Apostle,  3008  Old 
Raleigh  Road,  Apex,  NC 
27502.  Co-sponsored 
by  the  Center  for  Ministry 
Development,  this  day-long 
session  will  explore  the  lat- 
est research  on  adolescent 
catechesis  including  the 
implications  of  the  Sympo- 
sium on  Adolescent  Cat- 
echesis (November  2008). 
Participants  will  also  ex- 
plore the  implications  of  the 
Framework  for  Adolescent 
Catechesis  (USCCB)  and 
its  role  within  parish  youth 
ministry.  Cost:  $49. 

St.  Paul's  Message  for 
Lay  Ministers,  March  1 8, 
9:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  at  Our 
Lady  of  Guadalupe  Catholic 
Church,  Irwin  Drive  /  PO 
Box  1 00,  Newton  Grove, 
NC  28366.  The  Diocese  of 
Raleigh's  Lay  Ecclesial  Min- 
isters' Association  (LEMA) 
invites  all  lay  ministers  to 
join  us  for  a  day  of  reflec- 
tion with  Father  Bill  Quigley, 
CICM.  Advance  registration 
is  required.  Contact  Bea 


Upcoming  events  at  Avila  Retreat  Center 

7 1 1  Mason  Road,  Durham  277 1  2.  To  register  or  for 
more  information,  call  9 1 9.477. 1  285. 


►►  Lenten  Sprituality  Day,  March  1 1 ,  9:30  a.m. 
-  2  p.m.  Come  to  pray  and  reflect  with  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  on  the  place  conversion  and  spiritual 
renewal  have  in  our  hearts  and  lives  during  the  season  of  Lent. 
Donation  $30. 

►►  Life,  Loss  and  Healing,  March  20-22,  Friday  8:30  a.m.  - 
Sunday  1  1  a.m.  We  have  all  lost  someone  or  something.  In  addition 
to  the  death  of  loved  ones,  we  may  lose  health,  relationships,  pets, 
jobs,  homes  and  even  a  childhood.  This  ecumenical  workshop  is  an 
opportunity  to  explore  the  losses  in  our  lives  in  a  safe,  confidential 
and  accepting  setting.  This  is  not  a  weekend  for  quiet  reflection, 
but  rather  an  opportunity  to  experience  the  intensity  of  feelings  and 
learn  safe  ways  to  express  them.  Contact  Nancy  Mullins,  workshop 
leader,  at  41  3.268.7342  or  DavidandNancy@Mullins.info. 


Calleryat919.821.9715 
or  bea.callery@raldioc.org. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  March  19,7 
-  9  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton  St., 
Raleigh,  NC  27603.  Single 
Catholic  women  between 
the  ages  of  1  7-45  who  are 
committed  to  praying  for 
vocations,  growing  in  holi- 
ness while  in  the  midst  of  the 
world  and  discerning  the  call 
of  Christ  are  invited  to  the 
Vocations  Prayer  Group  for 
Women.  Thursday  evening 
meetings  will  begin  in  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  with  Adora- 
tion of  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment at  7  p.m.  followed  by 
Benediction.  At  8  p.m.  the 
group  will  move  to  the  Office 
of  Vocations  for  fellowship 
and  discussions.  Meetings 
should  end  by  9  p.m.  Con- 
tact Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger, 
vocations@raldioc.org. 

Search  for  Christian  Ma- 
turity #155,  March  20-22, 
2009,  Short  Journey  Cen- 
ter, 2323  Cleveland  Road, 
Smithfield,  NC  27577. 
Search  is  a  weekend  retreat 
for  1  1th- 1  2th  grade  youth. 
Activities  encourage  self- 
discovery  and  reflection  on 
relationships  with  others  and 
with  God.  This  is  a  peer-led 
retreat  as  the  Search  "team" 
is  made  up  of  other  teens. 
These  past  Searchers  model 
leadership,  faith  sharing,  and 
ministry  with  their  peers. 
Adults  in  youth  ministry  also 
attend  and  participate  in 
Search.  Searches  usually  fill 
up  quickly,  so  sign-up  for  the 
earliest  date  possible  to  en- 
sure yourself  a  space.  Cost: 
$105  youth/adults. 

Retreat:  The  Theology 
of  St.  Paul,  March  21,10 
a.m.-2p.m.  at  St.  Elizabeth 


of  Hungary  Church,  6199 
Fayetteville  Rd,  Raeford, 
NC  28376.  Presenter: 
Sister  Jeanne  Morgan,  SSJ. 
Open  to  all  adults. 

Safe,  March  25,  6:30- 
9:30  p.m.,  at  St.  Ann 
Catholic  Church,  4057  US 
70  Business  West,  Clayton, 
NC  27520.  St.  Ann  Par- 
ish in  Clayton  will  sponsor 
training  in  recognizing  and 
reporting  child  abuse  and 
neglect  on  Wednesday, 
March  25  at  6:30  p.m. 
This  is  the  safe  environment 
training  that  is  required 
for  all  clergy,  employees 
and  those  in  leadership 
positions  with  children  and 
youth.  Please  call  the  parish 
to  register  and  to  get  direc- 
tions. Parents  are  welcome 
to  attend!  Contact  Blanche 
Ellison,  919.934.2084. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  March  21,9  a.m. 
-  noon  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton  St., 
Raleigh,  NC  27603.  Adult 
Catholic  men  between  the 
ages  of  1  7-48  discerning  a 
possible  call  to  Priesthood 
are  invited  to  the  Priest- 
hood Discernment  Group 
meetings  held  on  the  third 
Saturday  of  each  month. 
If  you  are  just  beginning  to 
contemplate  a  vocation  or 
are  more  serious  about  a 
call  to  priesthood  please 
consider  attending  this  group. 
The  Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  in  which  to 
discuss  your  discernment  of 
a  possible  call  to  Priesthood 
with  other  men  who  are  also 
examining  the  call.  The  group 
discusses  issues  central  to 
the  call  and  does  so  within 
the  context  of  prayer,  presen- 
tations, and  discussion.  The 
morning  begins  with  Mass. 
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What's  New 

in  the  Office  of  Evangelization 
and  Catechesis? 


39th  Annual  Diocesan  Youth  Convention  (ninth- 1 2th  grad- 
ers and  adults  who  work  with  them),  May  15-17,  Greenville  Conven- 
tion Center,  Greenville,  NC.  This  is  the  longest-running,  largest  Catholic 
Youth  Ministry  event  in  the  state.  Participants  will  experience  a  concert 
(by  Matt  Maher,  Catholic  recording  artist  and  winner  of  multiple  Unity 
Awards),  keynote  presentations  and  workshops,  meaningful  prayer  ex- 
periences, reconciliation  and  a  closing  Liturgy  on  Sunday  celebrated  by 
Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge. 

This  Year's  Theme:  "Remain  in  My  Love"  (John  1 5:9-1  7).  To  Reg- 
ister: contact  your  parish  Youth  Minister  or  go  online  for: 

•  Parish  packet: 

www.dioceseofraleigh.org/docs/youth_ministry/programs/conven- 
tion_packet2.pdf 

•  Youth  registration  form: 

www.dioceseofraleigh.org/docs/youth_ministry/programs/yf_conven- 
tion_packet.pdf 

►►  For  information  on  Matt  Maher  and  the  Matt  Maher  band,  go 

to:  www.spiritandsong.com/artists/mattmaher. 
Registration  deadline  April  3. 


Coffee  and  doughnuts  will 
be  available  in  the  Office  of 
Vocations  (two  doors  down 
from  the  Cathedral)  after 
Mass.  Morning  Prayer,  a  dis- 
cussion/presentation about 
d  iscern  ment/  Priesthood , 
Daytime  Prayer  and  lunch 
follow.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

Connections,  March 
27-29  at  Camp  Kanata, 
13524  Camp  Kanata 
Road,  Wake  Forest,  NC 
27587.  Connections  is  a 
weekend  retreat  for  9th- 
1 0th  grade  youth.  Often 
referred  to  as  the  best  kept 
secret  in  Youth  Ministry,  this 
retreat  focuses  on  com- 
munity building,  spiritual 
growth,  self-esteem,  and 
relationships  with  fam- 
ily, friends,  and  God.  The 
retreat  involves  low  ropes 
courses  and  other  physical 
challenge  activities.  Cost: 
$105  youth/adults. 

Catholic  Scouting  Campo- 

ree,  March  27-29  at  Camp 
Tuscarora  (near  Bentonville, 
NC).The  Catholic  Com- 
mittee on  Scouting  for  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  will  be 
sponsoring  a  weekend  of 


camping,  fellowship,  fun, 
workshops,  and  worship 
for  all  registered  Boy  and 
Girl  Scouts  and  leaders. 
The  $1 0  fee  will  include  all 
fees,  awards  and  Saturday 
lunch.  Cost:  $14.  For  more 
information,  contact  Mike 
Hagarty,  919.821.9770  or 
Hagarty@raldioc.org. 

Regional  Stewardship 
Conference,  March  28, 
8:30  a.m. -4:30  p.m.  at  the 
Marriott  Gwinnett  Place,  Du- 
luth,  GA.  Join  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh,  Archdiocese  of 
Atlanta  and  the  Dioceses 
of  Charlotte,  Savannah  and 
Charleston.  Keynote  Speak- 
er: Mary  Kelly,  stewardship 
and  sacrificial  giving  man- 
ager for  the  Archdiocese 
of  Toronto.  Topics  include 
Spirituality  of  Stewardship, 
Developing  Stewardship 
Leaders,  Communicating 
the  Stewardship  Message, 
Obstacles  to  Stewardship 
and  Keeping  Stewardship 
Alive  in  All  Aspects  of  Parish 
Life.  Contact  Cathy  Rusin  at 
919.821.8142  or  rusin® 
raldioc.org. 

The  Cardinal  Gibbons 
High  School  Online 
Auction  is  coming  soon! 


E 


nergized  and  empowered  by  Bishop  Burbidges  vision  for  cat- 
echesis in  the  Diocese,  the  staff  of  the  Office  of  Evangelization 
has  worked  diligently  to  carry  out  his  mandate  for  more  Catho- 
lic doctrine,  theological  updating  and  enhanced  programming. 


All  the  initiatives  are  designed  to  better  meet  the  needs  of  todays 
Catholic.  Three  are  of  particular  significance. 

The  Catechetical  Institute,  which  provides  education  and  formation 
for  catechists,  is  being  expanded  to  include  courses  of  six-weeks  ( 1 2 
hours)  in  length.  They  are:  Methodology,  Creed,  Scripture,  Liturgy, 
Sacraments,  Morality  and  Prayer.  The  Methodolgy  and  Creed  courses 
will  be  piloted  this  winter  at  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe,  Newton  Grove, 
St.  Paul,  New  Bern  and  St.  Ann,  Clayton.  Courses  will  be  available  in 
English  and  Spanish. 

The  Methodology,  Creed  and  Scripture  classes  will  be  available  next 
year,  for  all  members  of  the  Diocese.  Classes  are  designed  to  assist 
people  in  being  more  confident  and  competent  in  their  faith  and  better 
able  to  proclaim  it  to  others. 

The  High  School  Retreat,  formerly  know  as  "Back  to  Earth,"  will  now 
be  entitled  "Disciples  on  the  Journey."  This  new  name  and  new  format 
better  reflect  the  youth  who  present  themselves  to  us  and  desire  more 
knowledge  of  their  faith  and  better  ways  to  practice  it. 

The  Emmaus  Conference  held  each  fall  for  Faith  Formation  Directors 
and  Catechist,  will  now  be  known  as  "The  Catholic  Convocation."  This 
Convocation  will  be  open  for  all  in  the  Diocese  who  want  to  deepen 
their  faith  and  grow  in  ministry  Beside  spirituality,  and  theological  input, 
there  will  be  practical  break-out  sessions  that  offer  skills  to  lay  leaders  in 
the  Church. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  staff  in  the  Office  of  Evangelization  and  Catechesis 
office  that  more  people  of  this  diocese  will  be  served  and  come  to  know 
Jesus  Christ  in  a  more  personal  way  as  a  result  of  these  changes  and 
enhancements  to  our  programs. 


Visit  our  school  Web  site  at 
www.cghsnc.org  to  donate 
a  tax-deductible  item  for 
the  auction  or  for  a  link 
to  the  auction  Web  site. 
Put  March  1  5-28  on  your 
calendar  to  shop  for  a  wide 
variety  of  great  items  from 
your  home  computer!  For 
more  information,  contact 
Laurette  Benton,  CGHS 
Development  Office,  at 
lbenton@cghsnc.org  or 
919.834.1625x277. 

Courage  and  Encourage 
Apostolates,  March  3 1 . 


Fr.  Paul  Check,  national 
director  of  Courage,  will 
lead  a  day  of  reflection  for 
priests  and  lay  leaders  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
An  evening  session  will 
be  open  to  those  seeking 
more  information  on  the 
Courage  and  Encourage 
Apostolates  for  Catholics 
with  Same  Sex  Attrac- 
tion and  their  families.  For 
further  information,  contact 
Father  James  Fukes  at  St. 
Julia  Parish,  210  Harold 
Hart  Road,  Siler  City,  NC 
27344,  919.742.5584. 


Like  many  Catholic  parishes  in  North  Carolina,  St. 
Mary  in  Goldsboro  began  with  a  few  Catholic  fami- 
lies served  by  circuit-riding  clergy  who  celebrated 
Mass  in  private  homes.  One  of  these  priests  was  the 
Servant  of  God  Father  Thomas  Frederick  Price,  who,  in  the 
1880s,  brought  Mass  and  the  Sacraments  to  Catholics  from 
Raleigh  to  Wilmington  from  his  base  in  New  Bern.  It  was  Fa- 
ther Price  who  began  raising  funds  for  a  church  in  Goldsboro 
and  probably  named  the  parish;  St.  Mary  Catholic  Church  was 
dedicated  in  1889., 


At  that  time  the  parish  con- 
sisted of  five  families.  In  1915, 
one  of  their  descendants,  Msgr. 
Arthur  Raine  Freeman,  would 
become  its  first  resident  Pastor. 
Msgr.  Freeman  built  mission 
churches  in  Wilson,  Kinston  and 
Mt.  Olive.  In  1927  he  built  St. 
Mary's  School,  staffed  by  three 
Sisters,  Servants  of  the  Immacu- 
late Heart  of  Mary  (IHM)  from 
Scranton,  Pa.,  who  taught  45 
students  in  grades  1-7. 

The  parish  and  its  school 
thrived.  In  the  early  1950s,  Msgr. 
Edward  T.  Gilbert  purchased  ad- 
ditional property,  on  which  a  new 
school  and  convent  were  built  in 
1956.  In  1962,  Bishop  Vincent  S. 
Waters  split  the  parish,  erecting 
the  new  parish  of  St.  Bernadette 


on  the  grounds 
next  to  the 
recently  built 
St.  Mary's 

School.  At  this  time,  there  was  a 
third  Catholic  parish  in  Golds- 
boro, Sacred  Heart,  which  served 
black  Catholics.  Two  mergers, 
between  St.  Marys  and  Sacred 
Heart  in  1969,  and  St.  Marys  and 
St.  Bernadette  in  1977,  resulted 
in  the  current  St.  Mary  Parish, 
with  church,  school,  rectory  and 
convent  situated  on  the  land 
purchased  by  Msgr.  Gilbert. 

Today,  St.  Mary  is  an  inter- 
estingly diverse  parish.  Pastor 
Father  Tom  Norris,  O.S.FS., 
describes  it  as  an  unusual  com- 
bination of  suburban  and  rural 
church.  Its  members  include 


St  Mary, 
Goldsboro,  NC 

1000  N 
Jefferson  Ave 
Goldsboro,  NC 
27530 

919.734.5033 


active  and  retired  military  per- 
sonnel associated  with  nearby 
Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base; 
Hispanic  immigrants;  families 
who  have  lived  in  Goldsboro 
for  generations;  and  commuters 
with  jobs  in  the  Raleigh  area.  The 
parish  has  been  in  the  care  of  the 
Oblates  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales 
since  1990,  and  Father  Tom  has 
been  in  ministry  there,  as  a  Paro- 
chial Vicar  and  then  as  Pastor,  for 
11  years.  Father  Paul  Brant,  S.J., 
also  resides  at  St.  Mary,  minister- 
ing to  Hispanics  there  and  in 
surrounding  communities. 

Father  Tom  sees  his  parish's 
most  important  challenges  as 
evangelization  and,  where  Catho- 
lics have  drifted  away  from  the 
practice  of  their  faith,  re-evange- 
lization. Adult  faith  formation  is 
one  means  to 
that  end,  and 
the  Pastor 
is  hope- 
ful that  a 
30-member 
Bible  study  group 
begun  last  year 
will  produce  leaders  who 
will  in  turn  evangelize  oth- 
ers. Another  major  evangelizing 
force,  he  points  out,  is  the  parish 
school,  which  enrolls  225  stu- 
dents, many  of  them  non-Catho- 
lic, in  grades  pre-K-8.  The  IHM 
Sisters  departed  in  2008  after  80 
years  with  the  school,  "but  their 
legacy  is  still  strongly  felt,"  Father 
Tom  says.  He  has  seen  more  than 
one  instance  where  non-Catholic 
students  and  their  families  have 
joined  the  Church.  Father  Price, 
the  Tar  Heel  Apostle,  would  be 
pleased. 
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St.  Michael  School 
Holds  Souper  Bowl 
Competition 

.-•  As  most  football  fans 
eagerly  awaited  the  2009  Su- 
per Bowl,  St.  Michael  School 
students  worked  together  to 
collect  2,704  cans  of  soup  and 
crown  their  own  2009  Souper 
Bowl  Champion. 

Every  year,  St.  Michael 
School  participates  in  a  Light 
the  World  campaign  that 
focuses  on  serving  school, 
local  and  global  communities.  This  year,  one  of  the  St.  Michael  School  sixth  grade  service 
programs  used  the  enthusiasm  of  footballs  NFL  Super  Bowl  competition  to  generate  a 
friendly  Souper  Bowl  competition  among  the  entire  K-8th  grade  student  body.  During  the 
week  before  the  Super  Bowl,  each  St.  Michael  School  class  collected  cans  of  soup.  The  class 
that  collected  the  most  cans  of  soup  won  the  championship. 

This  years  Souper  Bowl  Champion  was  Mrs.  McElroys  kindergarten  class,  with  whopping 
433  cans  of  soup.  Mrs.  Krears'  second-grade  class  came  in  with  an  amazing  278  cans  and  Mrs. 
Sondays  kindergarten  class  donated  an  impressive  268  cans.  Mrs.  Navarro's  sixth  grade  not  only 
spent  time  advertising  the  contest  but  also  collected  254  cans  of  soup.  After  the  collecting  all 
the  cans  from  all  the  classrooms,  the  grand  total  was  2,704.  After  all  the  cans  were  collected,  the 
sixth-graders  loaded  the  trucks  that  delivered  the  cans  to  the  local  food  centers. 


St.  MicltaeC 

Catholic  Church  and  School 
Garden  City,  South  Carolina 

Seeking  principal  for  Catholic 
Elementary  School  in  Garden 
City,  SC  for  2009 -2010. 
Qualifications:  practicing 
Catholic,  Master's  Degree  in 
Administration,  principal  certi- 
fication, five  years  teaching 
experience. 

Contact:  Laurence  Bolchoz 
at  (843)  222-921 7;  or  email 

lbolchoz(a)sc.rr.com  by 
March  27,  2009. 
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This  is  a  lifestyle  centered 
around  helping  you  stay  as 
strong  and  independent  as 
possible.  With  someone  else 
doing  the  chores,  you  have 
the  time  to  really  enjoy 
yourself.  You  can  exercise, 
learn  a  new  hobby,  join  a 
book  club,  volunteer,  visit  the  spa  —  you're  truly 
free  to  live  the  life  you  love. 

Visit  us  today,  or  call  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 
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A  Retirement  Living  Community 

Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants 
of  the  Mother  of  God 

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com 

109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
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Did  you  know . . .         You  can  pay  your 
Bishop's  Annual  Appeal  pledge 
with  a  distribution  from  your  IRA? 


The  IRA  Charitable  Rollover,  originally  enacted  as  part  of  the 
Pension  Protection  Act  of  2006,  has  been  extended  through  2009 

How  the  Law  Works:  For  donors  70-1/2  and  older  the  IRA 
rollover  provision  allows  charitable  distributions  of  up  to  $100,000 
from  an  IRA  or  a  Roth  IRA  to  be  excluded  from  your  gross  income. 
In  addition,  the  amount  rolled  over  will  count  against  a  donor's 
minimum  distribution  requirement.  There  is  no  federal  income  tax 
deduction  available  for  these  contributions  in 
addition  to  their  exclusion  from  income. 


Example  On  How  The  Law  Works: 


How  to  Make  a  Gift:  Contact  your  IRA 
custodian  to  transfer  your  desired  gift  amount 
to  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The  gift  must  be 
made  on  or  before  Dec.  31,  2009. 


Pat,  age  80,  has  $450,000  in  an  IRA  and  has  pledged  to  give 
$75,000  to  her  church  this  year.  If  Pat  transfers  $75,000  from 
the  IRA,  she  will  avoid  paying  income  tax  on  that  amount. 
She  cannot,  however,  claim  a  charitable  deduction  —  it  is  a 
pure  "wash."  If  her  spouse  has  an  IRA  and  is  70-1/2  or  older, 
he  can  also  give  up  to  $100,000  each  year. 


To  receive  a  draft  of  a  sample  letter  to  send  to  your  IRA  administrator,  or  for  more  information,  please  call  the 
Office  of  Stewardship  &  Institutional  Advancement  at  (919)  821-9721  or  send  an  email  to:  mike.pedley@raldioc.org 
You  may  also  write  to:  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  715  Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27606. 


7^^)  please 


recycle 


THE  MAGAZINE 


DIOCESE    OF  RALEIGH 


OF  THE  CATHOLIC 


HURCH  IN  EASTERN 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


How  are  NC  Catholics 
coping  with  the  recession? 

Finding  Easter 

HOPE 

in  Trying  Times, 


ost  of  you  will  be  receiving  this  issue  of  NC 
Catholics  during  Holy  Week  -  the  most  sacred 
time  of  the  liturgical  year.  On  Holy  Thursday, 
JL  ▼   JL  Jesus  washed  the  feet  of  His  disciples  and  said 
to  them,  "If  I,  therefore,  the  master  and  teacher,  have  washed 
your  feet,  you  ought  to  wash  one  another's  feet.  I  have  given 
you  a  model  to  follow,  so  that  as  I  have  done  for  you,  you 
should  also  do"  oohn  13:14-15).  On  Good  Friday  Our  Lord  Jesus 
suffered  and  died.  On  Easter  Sunday  He  was  raised  from  the 
dead,  giving  us  the  sure 
and  certain  hope  that 
the  Light  has  conquered 
the  darkness  and  that 
suffering  and  death  have 
no  power  over  us. 


The  humble  service  and 
example  of  Jesus  on  Holy 
Thursday  challenges  us  in  a  particular  way,  especially  in 
light  of  the  current  economic  situation  in  our  state  and 
country.  I  know  many  people  -  within  our  Diocese,  within 
the  state  of  North  Carolina  and  across  the  country  -  are 
experiencing  extremely  difficult  times  because  of  the 
economy.  Unprecedented  numbers  of  people  have  lost  jobs, 
or  fear  the  loss  of  their  jobs.  There  are  serious  concerns 
about  loss  of  homes,  loss  of  health  insurance  and  loss  of 
income. 

Our  Catholic  Charities  offices  across  the  Diocese  continue 
to  serve  thousands  of  people  each  year.  Because  of  the 
downturn  in  the  economy  some  of  those  who  have  been 
volunteers  in  the  past  are  now  being  served  as  clients. 
During  2008,  six  of  the  Catholic  Charities  offices  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  provided  emergency  food  assistance  to 
32,575  people.  Catholic  Parish  Outreach  alone,  which  runs 
the  largest  food  pantry  in  Wake  County,  distributed  775 
tons  of  groceries  to  hungry  families.  The  month  of  January 
2009  saw  an  increase  of  25  percent  in  the  number  of  people 
served  over  a  year  ago.  Thankfully,  the  number  of  volunteer 
hours  has  increased  by  a  similar  percentage.  In  the  midst  of 
this  economic  turmoil,  our  Catholic  faithful  in  the  Diocese 
are  living  out  what  Saint  Paul  called  us  to  do  when  he  said, 
"Bear  one  another's  burdens,  and  so  you  will  fulfill  the  law 
of  Christ"  (Galatians  6:2). 

Our  Diocese  is  not  immune  to  the  turbulence  in  the 
economy.  Regular  salary  increases  for  central  office  Diocesan 
employees  have  been  frozen  through  June  2010.  Our 
dedicated  priests  and  consecrated  religious  also  have  agreed 
to  no  increase  in  their  salaries.  Open  positions  will  not 
automatically  be  filled  without  review,  and  most  budget 
line  items  are  frozen.  Many  of  our  parishes  are  experiencing 
similar  circumstances.  It  is  a  time  for  us  to  focus  on  which 


In  Hard  Times  We  Find 
Strength  in  the  Lord 


needs  and  services  are  most  important  at  this  time. 

Even  the  best  economists  do  not  have  an  immediate 
answer  to  resolve  the  financial  turbulence.  However,  we  can 
find  spiritual  grounding  in  our  Catholic  faith.  The  temporal 
things  of  this  world  are  not  the  things  that  give  lasting 
peace  and  hope.  The  eternal  things  of  this  world  -  the  Body 
and  Blood  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  in  the  Eucharist,  the  Word  of 
God  in  Sacred  Scripture  and  the  teaching  of  the  Church 

-  are  what  offer  us  lasting  peace  and  hope.  Saint  Paul  spoke 
of  that  hope  in  the  midst  of  fear  when  he  said  "knowing 
that  affliction  produces  endurance,  and  endurance,  proven 
character,  and  proven  character,  hope,  and  hope  does  not 
disappoint,  because  the  love  of  God  has  been  poured  out 
into  our  hearts  through  the  Holy  Spirit  that  has  been  given 

tO  US"  (Romans  5:3-5). 

For  those  who  see  the  impact  of  the  economic  crisis  and 
ask  what  they  can  do  to  help,  we  can  turn  once  again  to  the 
words  of  Our  Lord  Jesus:  "For  I  was  hungry  and  you  gave 
me  food,  I  was  thirsty  and  you  gave  me  drink,  a  stranger 
and  you  welcomed  me,  naked  and  you  clothed  me,  ill  and 
you  cared  for  me,  in  prison  and  you  visited  me"  (Matthew 
26:35).  Jesus  then  said,  "Amen,  I  say  to  you,  whatever  you 
did  for  one  of  these  least  brothers  of  mine,  you  did  for  me" 
(Matthew  26:40).  As  Catholics,  we  are  taught  to  see  the  face 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  in  each  of  those  whom  we  encounter, 
especially  in  the  poor  and  the  poor  in  spirit. 

For  those  who  may  be  affected  by  this  difficult  economy, 
please  be  assured  of  my  daily  prayers.  For  those  who  may  be 
losing  hope  because  of  the  ongoing  economic  circumstances, 
I  ask  that  you  place  your  trust  in  the  one  unchanging  truth 

-  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  our  rock  and  the  foundation 
of  our  lives.  As  Saint  Paul  said,  "I  have  strength  for  everything 
through  Him  who  empowers  me"  (Phiiippians4:i3). 
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Pinehurst  Catholics 
Bring  Hope  to  Uganda 


►►  The  distance  to  Uganda  is  great,  but  that  country  is 
never  far  from  David  Johnston's  heart. 

The  parishioner  at  Sacred  Heart  Church  in  Pinehurst 
knew  little  about  Uganda  before  he  chanced  upon  a 
bulletin  from  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Church  in  Cary 
in  early  2005.  There,  he  read  about  an  upcoming  trip 
to  Uganda  organized  by  Father  Emmanuel  Katongole,  a 
Ugandan  priest-in-residence  teaching  at  Duke  Universi- 
ty's School  of  Divinity. 

He  immediately  wanted  to  go.  As  he  describes  it,  it 
was  an  instantaneous  connection,  a  sudden  desire  to 
see  the  place  where  villagers  walked  a  half-mile  to  fill 
their  buckets  with  muddy  water. 

When  he  told  his  wife  Martha  that  he  wanted  to  travel 
to  Uganda,  her  response  was,  "Great!" 

So  that  August,  the  Johnstons  joined  the  St.  Michael's 
group.  For  many  of  them  it  was  a  return  excursion;  the 
Cary  ministry  -  Share  the  Blessings  -  was  already  an 
established  nonprofit  that  resulted  from  a  2002  cultural 
exchange  trip  to  Uganda.  That  ministry  has  since  com- 
pleted 1 3  wells  and  sponsors  about  50  schoolchildren 
every  year. 

With  them,  Johnston  and  his  wife  saw  firsthand  the 
physical  needs  of  the  Ugandan  villagers.  At  the  mud- 
hole  where  they  fetched  their  water,  "I'd  put  my  hand  in 
the  water  an  inch  below  the  surface  and  it  would  disap- 
pear. That's  how  muddy  it  was,"  he  said.  "I  just  kept 
thinking  in  my  heart  that  maybe  I  could  do  something 
for  these  people." 

Fast-forward  almost  four  years.  The  Johnstons,  along 
with  Sacred  Heart  Pastor  Father  William  Pitts,  are 
spearheading  their  own  ministry  to  help  the  people  of 
Uganda.  They  work  through  Father  Emmanuel's  brother. 
Father  Joseph  Kakooza  Nnyanzi  -  Father  Joe,  they  call 
him  -  and  have  completed  seven  wells  and  supported 
numerous  educational  projects,  including  funding  tuition 
for  40  students  to  attend  Catholic  Mission  Schools 
in  Luweero.  They  raised  enough  money  to  build  their 
first  well  in  October  2005  -  just  two  months  after  the 
Johnstons  returned  from  their  first  trip. 

The  ministry  has  snowballed  since  then.  Sacred  Heart 
parishioners  have  underwritten  the  costs  of  a  new  roof 
in  a  regional  school  for  girls,  new  science  laboratory 
equipment  and  computers  for  the  students.  They  also 
purchased  a  laptop  computer  and  gave  tuition  aid  to  a 
Ugan  1  dan  seminarian  studying  in  California.  Johnston 
returned  to  Uganda  in  2007  to  oversee  the  expansion 
of  the  well-building  project. 

The  seven  wells  are  all  in  different  villages  served  by 
Father  Joe.  Each  cost  between  $5,200  and  $7,000. 
Three  of  the  wells  have  been  financed  by  private  indi- 
viduals: Two  by  a  couple  and  one  by  a  man  in  memory 
of  his  wife.  The  last  is  known  as  "Mary's  Well." 

In  June  2007,  Cardinal  Emmanuel  Wamala  of  Ugan- 
da visited  both  Cary  and  Sacred  Heart  Parish  to  deliver 
his  personal  thanks.  The  parishioners,  with  contributions 
from  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  of 
the  Knights  and  Women  of  Sacred  Heart,  presented  him 
with  a  check  for  $8,000. 

Now,  the  wider  Pinehurst  community  is  taking  notice. 
Pope  John  Paul  II  Catholic  School  in  Southern  Pines 
has  adopted  St.  Joseph's  School  in  Uganda  as  its  sister 
school;  the  two  exchange  letters  and  pictures.  The 


American  students  are  raising  money  for  mosquito  net- 
ting for  their  Ugandan  counterparts. 

Johnston  also  has  heard  from  community  groups 
who  want  to  donate  to  the  cause.  He  has  seen  his  own 
generosity  mirrored  in  his  family.  Last  Christmas,  one 
of  his  grandsons  requested  that  his  parents  donate 
to  the  well-building  campaign,  instead  of  buying  him 
Christmas  presents.  When  he  received  the  presents 
anyway,  the  boy  returned  them  to  the  store  and  pre- 
sented his  grandfather  with  the  money. 

Johnston's  next  aspiration,  apart  from  financing 
more  wells  and  continuing  to  increase  the  number 
of  students  sponsored  every  year,  is  to  take  his  son 
and  one  of  his  grandsons  on  his  next  Uganda  trip  and 
hopefully  hand  over  the  reins  of  the  ministry  to  them. 

Johnston's  ministry  remains  separate  from,  but  in- 
spired by,  Share  the  Blessings.  Both  exist  to  serve  the 
people  of  Uganda.  Said  Father  Emmanuel  Katangole, 
"The  impact  has  been  immediate  and  visible.  Commu- 
nities who  had  no  water  now  have  clean  water  -  and 
with  it  the  health  of  those  communities  has  improved. 
Children  now  spend  fewer  hours  going  down  the 
forest  to  the  mud  holes.  Orphans  who  had  no  chance 
of  education  are  in  school,  and  many  are  already 
talking  about  a  future  as  nurses,  doctors,  teachers, 
and  priests.  It  is  the  difference  between  hope  and  no 

hope."  -  Dana  Lorelle 
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40  Days  for  Life 
Begins  on  Ash 
Wednesday 

►►The  annual  40  Days  for 
Life  began  on  Ash  Wednes- 
day in  communities  across 
North  America,  Australia 
and  Northern  Ireland.  One 
of  the  participating  commu- 
nities is  Raleigh,  where  The 


Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  joined  with  others 
at  7  a.m.,  Feb  25  to  pray 
the  Rosary.  The  Bishop  is 
asking  Catholic  faithful  to 
join  him  this  Lenten  season 
in  praying  for  the  protection 
of  human  life  and  to  take 
part  in  the  40  Days  for  Life 
campaign. 
The  campaign  is  an 


international  ecumenical 
effort,  whose  members 
and  partners  participate  in 
peaceful  witness  outside 
abortion  clinics.  In  Raleigh 
the  40-day  prayer  vigil  is 
being  held  at  the  National 
Women's  Health  Organi- 
zation, located  at  361 3 
Haworth  Drive,  Raleigh, 
NO  28273. 


Hunger  No  More  Conference  Draws  400+ 

►►  More  than  400  people  took  part  in  the  "Hunger  No  More"  Inter- 
faith  Conference,  held  Feb.  27-28  at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Church  in 
Raleigh.  The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  Franciscan  Coalition  for 
Justice  and  Peace.  It  featured  Reverend  David  Beckmann,  president  of 
Bread  for  the  World,  a  Christian  organization  advocating  on  behalf  of 
the  hungry  in  the  United  States  and  worldwide. 

Speakers  included  Dr.  William  Whelan, 
Vice  Chairman  of  Jesuit  Volunteers 
International;  Dr.  Bill  Chameides,  Dean  of 
the  Nicholas  School  of  the  Environment  at 
Duke  University;  Jill  Staton  Bullard,  found- 
ing Executive  Director  of  the  Inter-Faith 
Food  Shuttle;  Gary  Gay,  Director  of  Food 
Distribution  in  the  North  Carolina  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Sister  Margaret 
Mary  Kimmins,  President  Pro  Tempore 
of  the  International  Board  of  Directors  for 
Franciscans  International  and  President  of 
the  Franciscan  Action  Network. 

Breakout  sessions  were  held  on  global 
hunger,  local  hunger,  climate  change,  vulnerable  populations  and  ad- 
vocacy. Religious  leaders  from  a  number  of  Protestant  denominations 
joined  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  for  a  roundtable  discussion  on  what 
each  faith  group  was  doing  to  address  hunger,  locally  and  globally. 

Sister  Joan  jurski,  OSF,  Diocesan  Director  of  the  Office  for  Peace 
and  Justice,  explained  the  programs  at  work  in  the  Diocese  that  feed 
the  hungry,  such  as  Loaves  and  Fishes,  Migrant  Meals,  CRS  Rice 
Bowl.  She  said  advocacy  is  a  more  difficult  task,  but  added  that  'Just 
Faith,"  a  30-week  parish  faith  formation  program  with  an  emphasis 
on  justice  and  advocacy,  is  catching  on  and  will  bear  fruit.  Reverend 
Beckmann  noted  that  Bread  for  the  World  has  worked  with  'Just  Faith" 
and  developed  a  curriculum  for  Protestant  churches,  as  well. 

Most  of  the  participants  agreed  that  advocacy  is  one  area  that 
requires  more  effort  and  initiative.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  roundtable, 
Megan  Nerz,  Director  of  the  Franciscan  Coalition,  suggested  a  steering 
committee  be  considered  to  explore  the  establishment  of  a  North  Caro- 
lina Hunger  Coalition,  which  would  advocate  on  behalf  of  the  hungry. 


Catholic  Campaign  for  Human  Development 
Honors  Sister  Joan  Jurski 

►►  The  Catholic  Campaign  for  Human  Development  (CCHD) 
has  named  Sister  Joan  Jurski,  OSF,  its  2009  Diocesan  Director 
of  the  Year. 

The  recognition  is  presented  annually  to  honor  the  daily  and 
often  unsung  efforts  of  the  men  and  women  who  serve  their 
dioceses  as  local  CCHD  directors.  The  award  honors  them  for 
their  effective  service  —  past  or  present  —  and  long-term  work  on 
behalf  of  the  campaign. 

The  ceremony  took  place  Feb.  20  in  Washington,  DC,  during 
the  annual  Catholic  Social  Ministry  Gathering,  co-sponsored  by  a 
number  of  Catholic  organizations,  including  the  United  States  Con- 
ference of  Catholic  Bishops  (USCCB).  CCHD  is  an  office  in  the 
USCCB's  Department  of  Justice,  Peace  and  Human  Development. 

In  presenting  the  award,  Most  Reverend  Roger  P.  Morin,  Aux- 
iliary Bishop  of  New  Orleans  and  Chair  of  the  CCHD  Sub-Com- 
mittee, commended  Sister  Joan  and  the  strong  committee  of 
volunteers  who  assist  her  in  helping  the  CCHD  reflect  the  vibrant 
and  compassionate  presence  of  Christ  and  the  Catholic  Church 
in  eastern  North  Carolina. 

In  learning  of  the  recognition,  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  congratulated  Sister  Joan.  "I  am  pleased  to  see  that 
you  have  been  recognized  for  your  work  in  this  important  area 
of  social  justice  and  Catholic  Social  Teaching,"  the  Bishop  said. 
"Thank  you  for  bringing  honor  upon  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  with 
this  award." 

The  CCHD  Collection  is  held  in  the  Diocese  each  year  in  No- 
vember. In  2007,  parishioners  donated  a  total  of  $1  22,956.96. 
Three-fourths  of  the  collection  is  forwarded  to  the  national  office. 
One-fourth  remains  in  the  Diocese  and  is  distributed  in  local 
grants  each  October  to  self-help  organizations  in  the  Diocese. 

In  accepting  the  award,  Sister  Joan  told  the  Washington 
gathering  that  CCHD  is  one  of  the  most  effective  evangeliza- 
tion efforts  in  the  Diocese.  She  explained  that  for  many  people, 
especially  in  rural  communities,  CCHD  is  very  often  their  first  en- 
counter with  Catholics,  and  that  encounter  comes  in  the  form  of 
providing  important  assistance  to  help  them  improve  their  lives. 
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Celebrate  St.  Paul 


Each  month,  NC  Catholics  will  report  on  various  initiatives 
and  activities  throughout  the  Diocese  to  incorporate  the 
Jubilee  Year  of  St.  Paul  into  the  spiritual  formation  of  the 
faithful.  Watch  this  space!  If  you  know  of  Pauline  events 
occurring,  send  information  and  or  pictures  to  NC  Catholics  by 
e-mailing  reece@raldioc.org. 


Diocese  Continues  Year  of 
St.  Paul  Anniversary  Cel- 
ebration 

On  March  28,  the  Dioc- 
esan Office  of  Evangelization 
and  Catechesis  presented  ALL 
ABOUT  PAUL  Day  in  the  Al- 
bemarle at  Holy  family  Church 
in  Elizabeth  City.  Participants 
learned  more  about  the  life  of 
St.  Paul  and  how  he  relates  to 
evangelization  today.  The  free 
program  featured  speakers  Paul 
Covington,  a  graduate  student 
of  Scripture  at  the  University  of 
Dallas,  and  Robert  Jones,  Direc- 
tor of  the  Catechetical  Institute 
and  Office  for  Evangelization  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

Letters  of  St.  Paul,  Part  II 

Online  Seminar  from 
Catholic  Distance  Univer- 
sity Seminar  runs  April  20 
-  May  1  1 .  Celebrate  the  Year 
of  St.  Paul  with  this  first  of  two 
online  seminars  on  St.  Paul's 
Letters.  This  seminar  will 
provide  an  overview  of  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles,  the  life  of  St. 
Paul  and  his  first  letters  to  the 
Thessalonians  and  Corinthians, 
as  well  as  his  letters  to  the  Ga- 
latians  and  Romans.  Instructor: 


Rev.  Thomas  Lane.  Cost:  for 
continuing  education  $1  39;  for 
undergraduate  credit  $233. 
Register  at  www.cdu.edu  or  by 
phone  at  1 .888.254.4CDU. 
Registration  deadline:  April  13. 

Pope  Benedict  on  St.  Paul 

■>h-  Online  Seminar  from 
Catholic  Distance  Univer- 
sity Seminar  runs  May  1 8 
-  June  8.  The  seminar  will 
focus  on  Pope  Benedict  XVI's 
basic  texts,  speeches,  homilies 
and  addresses  on  St.  Paul. 
Required  Text:  Pope  Bene- 
dict XVI:  St.  Paul,  USCCB, 

2008.  Instructor:  Fr.  Bevil 
Bramwell,  OMI,  PhD.  Cost: 
$1  39,  non-credit  continuing 
education.  Register  online  at 
www.cdu.edu  or  by  phone: 
1.888.254.4238.  Registra- 
tion Deadline:  May  1  1 ,  2009. 

Planning  Underway  for 
Closing  Liturgy 

M>  Bishop  Michael  Burbidge, 
will  conclude  the  Jubilee  Year 
of  St.  Paul  in  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  with  a  Mass  at  St.  Paul, 
New  Bern  on  Sunday,  June  28, 

2009,  at  1  1  a.m.  A  reception 
will  follow. 


"For  we  do  not  preach  ourselves  but  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord,  and 
ourselves  as  your  slaves  for  the  sake  of  Jesus.  For  God  who 
said,  'Let  light  shine  out  of  darkness,'  has  shone  in  our  hearts  to 
bring  to  light  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  on  the  face  of 

JeSUS  Christ"  (2  Corinthians  4:5-6). 
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local  news 


Bishop  Appoints  Adjutant  Judicial 
Vicar,  Assigns  Deacons 

►►  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  has  appointed  Fr.  Joseph 
G.  Mulroney,  JCL,  pastor  of  St.  Luke  the  Evangelist 
Catholic  Church,  Raleigh,  as  Adjutant  Judicial  Vicar  for  the 
Tribunal  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  "I  am  very  grateful  that 
Fr.  Mulroney  has  accepted  the  position,  while  remaining 
as  Pastor  of  St.  Luke  Church,"  Bishop  Burbidge  said.  "Fr. 
Mulroney  brings  his  love  for  the  Church  and  Her  people 
to  this  ministry  for  those  who  seek  justice  according  to  the 
law  of  the  Gospel."  Fr.  Mulroney  replaces  Msgr.  David  D. 
Brockman,  JCL,  who  was  appointed  Vicar  General  of  the 
Diocese  July  1 0. 

In  other  assignments,  Deacon  Michael  Leahy,  currently 
assigned  to  Holy  Infant  Parish,  Durham,  is  assigned  to  Holy 
Family  Parish,  Hillsborough.  Deacon  Leahy  will  serve  Holy 
Family  Parish  in  Hillsborough  during  the  months  in  which  he 
resides  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh;  March  1  -  May  1  7  and 
November  2  -  December  31 ,  2009;  January  1  -  April  30 
and  November  -  December  3 1 ,  201 0. 

Deacon  D.  Thomas  Mack,  currently  assigned  to  Holy 
Infant  Parish,  Durham,  is  assigned  to  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Parish  in  Raleigh,  effective  April  1 9,  2009. 


Students  Invest  Their  Talents 
to  Help  Others 

During  Catholic  Schools  Week,  the  8th  grade  students 
at  St.  Mary  Magdalene  took  the  theme,  "Celebrate  Service," 
and  put  it  into  action.  Students  were  introduced  to  the  proj- 
ect based  on  the  Parable  of  the  Talents  (Matthew  25: 1 4- 
30).  Funded  by  a  donation  of  $1  50,  students  were  broken 
into  groups  and  charged  to  take  $  1 0  and  to  use  their  talents 
to  turn  it  into  more  in  order  to  help  others.  The  students 
rose  to  the  challenge.  As  Bob  Cadran,  principal  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalene  said,  "Catholic  Schools  are  a  message  of  hope, 
prayer,  and  service.  We  need  to  reach  out  to  serve  others 
in  Christ's  name.  This  project  has  taught  that  important 
message  to  our  young  students." 

Students  coordinated  a  variety  of  activities  during  lunch 
periods,  such  as  face  painting,  a  carnival,  raffles,  and  bake 
sales.  Robert  von  Jess,  an  8th  grader,  said,  "Of  all  the 
fundraisers  I've  had  in  my  life,  of  all  the  services  I've  accom- 
plished, Pennies  for  Patients  is  easily  my  favorite.  The  8th 
grade  gets  to  control  this  fundraiser,  and  we  learned  that  we 
can  make  a  difference;  that  we  can  help  out  others." 

"They  just  took  it  and  ran,"  stated  Religion  teacher  Susan 
Parks.  "I  am  confident  that  each  child  gained  much  from 
this  learning  experience  and,  in  addition  to  contributing  a 
large  amount  of  money  to  the  Leukemia  and  Lymphoma 
Society,  they  did  it  on  their  own  using  their  own  resources. 
This  is  something  that  they  will  surely  take  with  them  as 
they  discern  ways  to  serve  others  in  their  parishes  and 
communities."  In  March  students  presented  Jenny  Wayne 
from  the  Leukemia  and  Lymphoma  Society  with  a  check  for 
$1 ,682.54  for  the  Pennies  for  Patients  campaign. 


St.  Peter  Chanel,  \ 


Bishop  Dedicates  Church  in  Beulaville 


►►  On  Sunday,  Jan.  8,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  celebrated  Mass  for  the  faith  community  of  St. 
Therese  of  the  Child  Jesus  in  Beulaville.  The  liturgy  was 
also  marked  by  the  dedication  of  the  mission's  new  church, 
a  building  and  property  purchased  from  a  local  Baptist 
congregation.  In  addition  to  the  worship  space,  the  church 
building  has  a  meeting  room  and  offices.  The  purchase 
also  included  a  house  and  a  large  parking  lot. 

St.  Therese  of  the  Child  Jesus  began  as  a  station  of  Holy 
Spirit  Church  in  Kinston  and  was  originally  located  in  Pink 
Hill,  Lenoir  County.  Later,  the  station  became  part  of  St. 
Mary  Parish  in  Mt.  Olive.  In  2007,  Bishop  Burbidge  cre- 
ated the  parish  of  Maria  Reina  de  las  Americas  (formerly 
Posada  Guadalupana),  naming  St.  Therese  a  mission  of 
that  parish  and  appointing  Fr.  Edgar  Sepulveda  as  pastor. 
Today,  the  faith  community  numbers  more  than  1 00  fami- 
lies, with  Masses  in  Spanish  and  English. 


since    you  asked 


Dear  NCC:  Germany  and  Italy 
Have  Done  It  -  Shouldn't  We? 


Nearly  500,000  human 
embryos  are  currently 
stored  in  liquid  nitrogen 
tanks  in  fertility  clinics 
in  the  United  States,  a  number 
comparable  to  the  population  of  a  mid-sized  city 
like  Cleveland  or  Tucson.  By  contrast,  only  a  handful 
of  human  embryos  have  been  frozen  and  held  in 
storage  tanks  in  the  entire  country  of  Germany 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the  di- 
rector of  education  at 
the  National  Catholic 
Bioethics  Center  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
(www.ncbcenter.org) 


Send  your 
questions  to: 
"Since  you 

asked  ..." 

7 1 5  Nazareth  St. 
Raleigh,  NC 
27606 

On 
reece@ 
raldioc.org 


The  reason  for  this  striking  difference  lies  in  the 
fact  that  Germany  enacted  an  Embryo  Protection 
Law  during  the  1990s  which  included  provisions 
outlawing  the  freezing  of  human  embryos.  Italy  has 
similar  legislation  in  force.  Both  countries  closely 
regulate  in  vitro  fertilization  treatments,  and  allow  the 
production  of  no  more  than  three  embryos  at  a  time, 
all  of  which  must  be  implanted  into  their  mother.  Both 
countries  forbid  the  production  of  extra  embryos, 
experimentation  on  embryos,  embryo  cloning  and 
genetic  testing  of  embryos. 

The  United  States  has  largely  failed  to  establish  any 
reasonable  legal  or  ethical  framework  to  regulate  its 
own  multi-billion-dollar  infertility  industry  The  result 
has  been  aptly  described  as  a  kind  of  "Wild  West  of 
Infertility,"  a  lawless  frontier  where  nearly  anything 
goes,  including  the  routine  freezing  of  scores  of  humans 
who  are  still  in  their  embryonic  stages.  Indeed,  this 
practice  remains  one  of  the  great  ongoing  humanitarian 
tragedies  of  our  time. 

Not  much  ethical  reflection  is  needed  to  appreciate 
the  serious  injustice  involved  in  freezing  another  human 
being.  The  freezing  and  thawing  process  subjects 
embryonic  humans  to  significant  risk,  and  up  to  50 
percent  of  embryos  may  not  survive  the  process.  In 
many  cases,  stored  embryos  end  up  being  abandoned 
by  the  couples  who  create  them,  condemned  to  a 
kind  of  perpetual  stasis,  locked  in  time  in  the  harsh 
wasteland  of  their  liquid-nitrogen  orphanages. 
Countless  parents  then  find  themselves  caught  in 
agonizing  dilemmas  about  what  to  do  with  their 
offspring  held  in  suspended  animation.  This  injustice, 
once  it  has  been  foisted  upon  human  embryos,  is  then 
used  by  others  to  argue  on  behalf  of  an  even  more 
egregious  offense  against  their  dignity  -  namely,  the 
destructive  strip-mining  of  embryos  to  acquire  their 
stem  cells. 

The  argument  that  embryos  will  'just  be  thrown 
away  anyway"  has  been  very  effective  in  convincing 
lawmakers  and  politicians  to  rally  on  behalf  of  scientists 


ear 

This  month  with 
ther  Tad  Pacholczy 


who  desire  to  destroy  human  embryos  for  research. 
By  appealing  to  a  kind  of  American  pragmatism  that 
tries  to  "maximize  return  on  investments,"  the  embryos 
subjugation  has  become  nearly  complete  in  our  society, 
as  he  or  she  is  reduced  to  a  mere  "thing;"  an  object  to 
be  manipulated  -  valuable  primarily  for  how  he  or  she 
can  serve  the  interests  and  desires  of  others. 

Dr.  Chi  Dang,  a  professor  of  medicine  at  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University  School  of  Medicine,  building  on 
the  argument  that  frozen  embryos  will  otherwise  be 
discarded,  put  it  this  way  during  a  recent  interview: 
"The  question  is:  Is  it  ethically  more  acceptable  to 
destroy  these  embryos  by  pouring  acid  on  them,  or 
do  you  deploy  these  clusters  of  cells  to  create  new  cell 
lines  that  could  benefit  us  in  the  future?"  By  promoting 
such  false  dichotomies  and  constructing  these  kinds  of 
ethical  sand  castles,  we  have  begun  to  slip  into  a  kind 
of  complacency,  a  deadening  moral  slumber  regarding 
our  most  basic  duties  toward  the  weakest  and  smallest 
of  humans. 

Writing  in  the  New  York  Times,  Gary  Rosen  once 
observed  that  even  a  basic  course  in  Ethics  101  ought 
to  be  enough  to  let  us  see  the  problem  here,  namely, 
that  we  should  not  be  treating  other  people  as  a  means 
to  our  own  ends,  but  as  ends  in  themselves.  Yet  even 
the  most  basic  ethics  can  be  hard  to  square  with  the 
efficient,  cold,  clinical  discussions  of  "harvesting 
embryos"  and  "deploying  clusters  of  cells."  While  the 
language  of  embryonic  stem-cell  scientists  and  their 
supporters  remains  thoroughly  professional,  it  still 
exudes,  in  the  words  of  Rosen,  "an  unmistakable  whiff 
of  cannibalism." 

In  the  United  States  today,  we  urgently  need  embryo 
protection  laws.  The  temptation  to  dehumanize  our 
own  human  brothers  and  sisters  is  a  perennial  one, 
hearkening  back  to  the  time  in  our  country  when 
slaves  could  be  considered  three-fifths  of  a  person  for 
purposes  of  congressional  representation.  Treating 
embryos  as  zero-fifths  of  a  person  constitutes  an  even 
more  deplorable  human  rights  violation.  The  smallest 
members  of  our  human  family  deserve  legal  protection. 
Laws  like  those  in  Germany  and  Italy,  while  they  would 
not  stop  every  injustice  done  to  embryos,  could  go  a 
long  way  toward  stemming  the  tide  and  assuring  that 
further  forms  of  laboratory  barbarism  and  human 
exploitation  do  not  become  commonplace. 
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Dying,  Rising,  Going  Forth 


local  news 


Cardinal 
Gibbons 
Teacher 
Wins  Lewis 
Award 

Susan 
Goethals,  sci- 
ence teacher 
at  Cardinal 

Gibbons  High  School,  was  chosen  in  March  as  the 
2009  recipient  of  the  Msgr.  Gerald  L.  Lewis  Excel- 
lence in  Teaching  Award.  Mrs.  Goethals  teaches 
ninth-  and  1  2th-grade  biology.  In  her  25  years  as 
an  educator,  Mrs.  Goethals  has  held  administration 
and  faculty  positions  in  middle  and  high  schools; 
and  she  has  served  on  the  Cardinal  Gibbons 
faculty  for  the  last  seven  years.  This  year,  Mrs. 
Goethals  has  been  mentor  to  a  first-year  teacher 
who  happens  to  have  been  a  student  in  her  middle 
school  science  lab.  Mrs.  Goethals  has  received  a 
number  of  awards  and  recognitions  and  is  active  in 
her  parish  and  in  her  community. 

Mrs.  Goethals  was  one  of  three  finalists  for  the 
annual  award,  which  recognizes  individuals  within  the 
Catholic  schools  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  who  have 
served  with  notable  dedication  and  ability.  The  other 
finalists  were  Mrs.  Diane  McGrady  of  Cathedral 
School  in  Raleigh  and  Mrs  Amy  Reitz  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalene  School  in  Apex. 

Mrs.  McGrady  has  34  years  of  teaching 
experience,  the  last  1 4  as  a  first-grade 
teacher  at  Cathedral.  She  has  twice  been 
chosen  Teacher  of  the  Year  at  Cathedral 
School,  had  the  school  yearbook  dedi- 
cated to  her  two  times  and  was  a  Lewis 
Award  finalist  in  the  award's  inaugural 
year.  She  was  active  in  her  children's 
schools,  serving  on  the  PTA  Board  and  other 
school  organizations,  and  has  completed  the 
training  to  be  a  Master  Catechist.  She  is  work- 
ing with  students  at  the  Good  Shepherd  Soup 
Kitchen  in  Raleigh. 

Mrs.  Reitz  has  been  in  teaching  for  1  3 
years,  nine  of  which  have  been  in  the  Ra- 
leigh Diocesan  schools.  She  teaches  second 
grade  at  St.  Mary  Magdalene.  Along  with  her 
students,  she  has  been  recognized  for  her 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Food  Bank  of  NC  and 
the  Helping  Hand  Mission  in  Raleigh.  Among 
her  other  activities,  Mrs.  Reitz  teaches  faith 
formation  classes,  was  an  advisor  to  the  Stu- 
dent Government  Association,  has  coached  a 
cheerleading  squad,  is  a  mentor  teacher  and 
has  been  active  in  technology  initiatives  in  the 
Raleigh  Diocesan  schools. 


A 


few  weeks  ago  I  attended  a  play  in  Raleigh  produced  by  the 
Justice  Theater  Project.  You  may  have  heard  of  this  group 
(www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/).  Their  mission  is  to  use  the 
dramatic  arts  as  a  way  to  call  public  attention  to  the  needs  of  the 
poor,  the  marginalized  and  the  oppressed.  The  play  I  saw,  Someone  Who'll 
Watch  Over  Me  by  Irish  playwright  Frank  McGuinness,  has  stayed  on  my 
mind  as  Easter  approaches,  and  as  each  day  seems  to  bring  its  share  of  bad 
news,  economic  and  political. 


There  are  just  three  characters  in  the  play:  an  American,  an  Irishman  and 
an  Englishman.  They're  civilians,  chained  in  a  Beirut  basement  during  the 
Lebanon  hostage  crisis  of  the  '80s.  The  drama  isn't  political,  though;  its 
human.  It  shows  how  desperate  circumstances  can  lead  people  from  mutual 
hostility  to  the  kind  of  selfless  love  the  Gospel  preaches.  When  everything 
we  value  is  taken  from  us,  the  men  realize,  what  saves  us  is  each  other.  That 
realization  is  life-changing. 
In  this  Lenten  and  Easter  season,  a  similar  realization 
confronts  us  on  a  spiritual  level.  The  ongoing  liturgy 
reinforces  the  theme  of  dying,  rising  and  then  going  forth 
to  serve  and  evangelize.  Our  Bishop's  letter  this  month, 
and  our  cover  story,  speak  particularly  to  the  ways  the 
economy  has  brought  this  realization  home  to  so 
many.  In  these  times,  it's  almost  certain  that  you 
know  someone  -  a  friend  or  family  member  or 
even  yourself  -  who  has  lost  a  job  or  worries  daily 
about  losing  one.  Of  course,  the  financial  effects 
can  be  devastating.  But  the  psychological  and 
spiritual  effects,  and  their  impact  on  families,  can 
be  even  more  painful.  At  the  same  time,  laws  are 
being  changed  in  ways  that  contradict  the  very 
foundations  of  our  faith,  such  as  our  respect  for 
the  dignity  of  human  life. 
It  can  seem  at  times  as  if  we  are  powerless  to  af- 
fect world  events.  As  Catholics,  however,  we  realize 
that  our  hope  is  in  the  Lord,  who  understands  our 
trouble  and  whose  saving  love  we  must  embody 
(as  did  the  men  in  the  play)  for  one  another.  Car- 
dinal Carlo  Maria  Martini,  S.J.,  Archbishop  Emeritus  of 
Milan,  wrote  a  reflection  in  which  he  considered  a  quotation 
from  Dostoevsky,  "Beauty  will  save  the  world."  The  Cardinal 
wondered  what  kind  of  beauty  that  would  be,  and  offered 
a  suggestion  that  seems  especially  resonant  in  this  season  of 
dying  and  rising:  "The  beauty  that  will  save  the  world  is  love 
that  shares  pain." 

-  Richard  Recce  is  the  editor  of  NC  Catholics. 


T 


Story  ideas?  New  features  you'd  like  to  see  in  NCC? 
Write  me  at  71  5  Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27606  or 
reece@raldioc.org. 
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n  Finding  the 

Sacrosanctum  source  and 
Concilium:  Part  l  SI* 


So  far  in  this  series,  we  have  reflected  on  the 
Second  Vatican  Council's  Dogmatic  Constitu- 
tions Dei  Verbum  and  Lumen  Gentium.  Through 
these  documents,  we  have  seen  that  God  has  not 
only  revealed  Himself  to  us  through  His  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
but  has  also  formed  us  into  the  people  of  God  united  in 
Christ,  thus  allowing  us  to  share  intimately  in  the  very  life 
of  the  Trinity.  Now,  we  must  focus  our  attention  on  how 
we  respond  to  these  great  gifts.  Worship  is  the  most  ap- 
propriate response  to  God's  gift  of  His  own  life  in  Christ. 


As  Catholics,  we  worship  God 
through  participating  in  the  liturgy. 
This  is  the  theme  of  The  Constitution 
on  the  Sacred  Liturgy,  also  known  by  its 
Latin  name,  Sacrosanctum  Concilium.  It 
has  been  called  by  Pope  John  Paul  II 
the  "first  fruit"  of  the  Second  Vatican 
Council.  Indeed,  promulgated  on 
Dec.  4,  1963,  it  was  actually  the  first 
document  produced  by  the  council. 
The  purpose  of  this  document  was 
to  lead  all  the  faithful  to  reflect  more 
fully  on  Jesus'  call  to  worship  God  in 
spirit  and  in  truth  and  to  rediscover 
the  treasures  contained  in  the  liturgy, 
(cf.  John  4:  23).  According  to  Sacrosanctum 


Concilium,  the  sacred  liturgy  is  the 
"summit  toward  which  the  activity  of  the 
Church  is  directed;  and  the  same  time,  it 
is  the  fountain  from  which  all  her  powers 
flow. "  (sc  io)  The  desired  fruit  of  this 
document  and  the  liturgical  reforms 
that  followed  was  that  "all  the  faith- 
ful be  led  to  thai  full,  conscious  and 
active  participation  in  liturgical  celebra- 
tions which  is  demanded  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  liturgy,  and  to  which  the 
Christian  People  ...  have  a  right  and 
obligation  by  their  baptism"  (sc  14). 

Before  we  can  understand  how 
the  liturgy  is  the  source  and  sum- 
mit of  the  Church's  life,  we  must  first 


understand  just  what  the  liturgy  is. 
The  word  liturgy  comes  from  the 
Greek  word  for  "public  work  of  the 
people,"  and  "means  the  participation 
of  the  people  of  God  in  the  'work  of 
God.'"  (ccc  1069)  The  "work  of  God"  is 
our  redemption.  The  redemption  of 
mankind  was  won  by  the  suffering, 
death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 
However,  it  is  up  to  each  individual 
to  allow  the  fruits  of  this  redemption 
to  be  personally  applied  to  his  or  her 
soul.  This  is  accomplished  principally 
through  participation  in  the  prayers 
and  sacraments,  which  make  up  the 
liturgy.  The  Council  Fathers  put  it 
beautifully  when  they  wrote,  "The 
liturgy,  'through  which  the  work  of 
of  our  redemption  is  accomplished,' 
most  of  all  in  the  divine  sacrifice  of  the 
Eucharist,  is  the  outstanding  means 
that  enables  the  faithful  to  express  in 
their  lives  and  manifest  to  others  the 
mystery  of  Christ  and  the  real  nature 
of  the  Church."  (sc  2)  It  is  fitting  that  in 
ancient  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  the 
same  word  is  used  for  both  "work"  and 
"worship,"  for  worship  is  the  supreme 
work  of  the  people  of  God. 
While  recognizing  that  the  liturgy  is 
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How  is  Christ  present  in  the  Mass? 

Jesus  is  present  in  the  holy  sacrifice  of  the  Mass: 

►►  In  the  person  of  the  priest:  The  priest  presides  at  the  eucharistic  sacrifice  in 
persona  Christi  —  in  the  person  of  Christ.  By  the  indelible  character  on  his  soul  he  has 
received  in  the  sacrament  of  Holy  Orders,  the  priest  acts  in  the  power  and  place  of 
Christ  Himself. 

►►  In  the  community  of  the  faithful:  Christ  promises  that  "wherever  two  or  three 
are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."  (Matt  18  20)  When 
the  faithful  come  together  to  participate  in  the  commemoration  of  the  paschal  sacri- 
fice, Christ  is  present  among  us. 

In  the  Liturgy  of  the  Word:  When  the  Scriptures  are  read  in  church,  God  Him- 
self speaks  to  His  people,  and  Christ,  present  in  His  Word,  proclaims  His  Gospel,  (sc  9) 
►►  In  the  Eucharist:  Above  all,  Christ  is  present.  In  the  most  holy  Eucharist, 
Jesus  is  truly  and  substantially  present  -  Body,  Blood,  Soul  and  Divinity.  This 
presence  is  described  as  presence  par  excellence,  because  He  is  truly  present 
under  the  appearance  of  bread  and  wine.  For  this  reason,  we  genuflect  to  the 
tabernacle  where  the  Blessed  Sacrament  is  reserved  and  are  encouraged  to 
worship  and  adore  Him  in  eucharistic  adoration. 


not  the  only  work  of  the  Church,  the 
Fathers  of  the  Council  emphasize  that 
the  liturgy  is  the  supreme  work  of  the 
Church  by  referring  to  the  liturgy  as 
the  "summit  of  all  Her  works."  When 
we  participate  in  the  liturgy,  we  are 
given  "a  foretaste  of  that  heavenly 
liturgy  which  is  celebrated  in  the 
holy  city  of  Jerusalem  toward  which 
we  journey  as  pilgrims,  where  Christ 
is  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
minister  of  the  holies  and  of  the  true 
tabernacle."  (sc  8)  Worship  is  the  only 
work  of  the  Church  that  is  eternal, 
for  in  heaven  there  will  be  no  more 
need  for  the  corporal  and  spiritual 
works  of  mercy.  Thus,  worship  is  the 
height  to  which  all  Her  other  works 
should  lead.  Indeed,  all  the  works 
in  which  the  People  of  God  are 
engaged,  large  and  small,  find  their 
fulfillment  when  they  are  offered  as 
worship  and  presented  to  God  in  the 
liturgy  as  spiritual  sacrifices.  "Every 
liturgical  celebration,  because  it  is 
an  action  of  Christ,  is  a  sacred  action 
surpassing  all  others.  No  other  action 
of  the  Church  can  equal  its  efficacy 
by  the  same  title  and  to  the  same 
degree."  (sc  7) 

Not  only  is  the  liturgy  the  summit 
of  the  Church's  life,  but  it  is  also  the 
source.  All  life  and  holiness  comes 
to  us  through  Jesus  Christ.  Through 
the  liturgy,  we  come  into  contact  with 
Christ  in  a  unique  way.  It  is  Christ's 
presence  in  the  liturgy  that  is  the  very 
fountain  or  wellspring  from  which  all 
the  Church's  powers  and  energies  of 
life  and  holiness  flow.  As  The  Constitu- 
tion on  the  Sacred  Liturgy  states,  "From 
the  liturgy,  and  especially  from  the 
Eucharist,  grace  is  poured  forth  upon 
us  as  from  a  fountain,  and  sanctifica- 
tion  of  men  in  Christ  and  the  glo- 
rification of  God  to  which  all  other 
activities  of  the  Church  are  directed, 
as  toward  their  end,  are  achieved 
with  maximum  effectiveness."  (sc  10) 
Since  the  liturgy  is  the  source  of  the 
Church's  very  life,  we,  as  Catholics, 
must  allow  the  grace  of  the  liturgy  to 
permeate  and  transform  every  aspect 
of  our  lives.  For  this  to  happen,  we 
must  dispose  ourselves  to  be  open  to 
the  graces  being  poured  out. 

-  Sister  Maria  Faustina  Showalter,  O.E,  Sister  John  Mary  Corbett,  O.R,  Sister  Maria  Gemma  Martek  O.P  and  Sister  Elizabeth  Ann  O'Reilly,  O  P.  are  Dominican  Sisters  of 
Mary,  Mother  of  the  Eucharist,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 


How  to  get  the  most 
out  of  Mass 

►►  The  following  are  a  few  practical 
suggestions  to  help  make  "full,  con- 
scious and  active  participation"  at  the 
weekly  liturgical  celebration  of  Mass  a 
little  easier: 

1  Be  attentive.  Listen  to  the  prayers 
of  the  Mass.  Pay  close  attention  during 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Word.  Raise  your 
mind  to  God  during  the  eucharistic 
prayer.  The  Mass  itself  can  teach  us 
a  great  deal  about  the  meaning  of  the 
celebration,  if  we  take  care  to  be  atten- 
tive. (If  you  want  to  learn  more,  there 


are  many  good  books  out  there  on  the 
meaning  of  the  Mass.) 

2  Reflect  on  the  readings  ahead  of 
time.  The  Church  recommends  reading 
Scripture  every  day.  Why  not  make  the 
Church's  "reading  plan"  your  own  by 
looking  over  the  daily  readings?  This  will 
make  it  easier  to  pay  attention  during 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Word. 

3  Cultivate  a  sense  of  the  sacred. 
Recall  that  you  are  in  Christ's  presence 
when  you  enter  the  church.  Show  re- 
spect by  keeping  a  sacred  silence  as  far 
as  possible  in  this  holy  place.  Try  to  leave 
your  distractions  at  the  door  and  call  on 
the  Holy  Spirit! 


What  is  the  Divine  Office? 


Since  the  Second  Vatican  Council,  many  of  the  lay  faithful  have  responded  gener- 
ously to  the  Council  Fathers'  encouragement  to  "recite  the  divine  office,  either  with 
the  priests,  or  among  themselves,  or  even  individually"  (sc  100)  In  fact,  in  recent  years, 
it  has  become  increasingly  common  to  encounter  a  layperson  carrying  a  breviary,  or 
to  witness  groups  of  the  laity,  often  led  by  their  local  pastors,  reciting  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Hours  in  small  groups  in  their  local  parish  churches. 

What,  then,  is  the  Divine  Office?  The  Church  is  engaged  in  unceasing  praise  and 
worship  of  God  and  intercession  for  man's  salvation.  This  is  accomplished  chiefly 
through  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharist,  "bur  also  in  other  ways,  especially  by  praying 
the  Divine  Office"  (sc  83)  The  other  common  name  for  the  Divine  Office,  the  "Liturgy 
of  the  Hours,"  reveals  the  purpose  of  this  prayer.  The  Divine  Office  aims  at  sanctifying 
the  whole  day,  with  prayers  for  the  morning,  midday,  evening  and  night.  It  has  been  de- 
scribed as  the  "setting"  for  the  "jewel"  of  the  Mass,  preparing  one  for  the  holy  sacrifice, 
and  extending  the  fruits  of  one's  participation  in  it  over  the  course  of  the  day. 

Ask  your  local  pastor  about  praying  the  Divine  Office.  You  might  begin  by  praying 
one  of  the  hours,  such  as  morning  prayer,  privately,  or  join  a  family  member  or  friend 
to  pray  the  night  prayer  of  the  Church,  called  Compline. 


saint    of    the  month 


Feast  Day:  April  5. 

Patron  saint  of:  Brick  makers,  builders,  construction  workers, 
plumbers  and  tile  makers. 
Canonized:  1455. 

Meaning  of  Name:  From  the  Latin  vincere,  "to  conquer." 

Claim  to  fame:  Born  in  Valencia,  Spain,  in  1 350,  Saint  Vincent 
had  parents  who  were  distinguished  for  their  virtue  and  alms-deeds. 
They  made  it  their  rule  to  distribute  alms 
whenever  they  could.  At  age  1 8,  he  entered  the 
Dominican  Order  during  the  time  of  the  Great 
Schism  -  the  church's  division  under  multiple 
popes.  He  received  his  doctorate  at  Catalonia, 
followed  by  five  years  of  preaching  at  the  Ca- 
thedral in  Valencia.  In  1  394,  Cardinal  Pedro  de 
Luna  set  up  a  papal  court  in  Avignon  and  named 
himself  Benedict  XIII.  He  offered  Vincent  many 
church  positions  -  even  that  of  cardinal.  Saint 
Vincent  refused  them,  taking  only  the  role  of  de 
Luna's  confessor.  Saint  Vincent  campaigned 
fruitlessly  to  end  the  schism  and  relinquished  his 
duties  to  de  Luna  four  years  later  to  become  a 
missionary.  He  spent  the  next  20  years  preach- 
ing throughout  Europe  about  sin,  death,  God's 
judgments  and  eternity.  Saint  Vincent's  sermons 
were  so  powerful  that  many  people  returned  to 
their  Catholic  faith. 

Why  he  is  a  saint:  Saint  Vincent  lay  dying 
when  he  saw  a  vision  of  Christ,  Saint  Francis  of 
Assisi  and  Saint  Dominic.  As  a  result  of  this  vision, 
he  was  miraculously  cured.  He  began  preaching 
about  the  last  judgment  and  the  need  of  penance. 
Because  of  this,  Saint  Vincent  came  to  be  known 
as  the  "Angel  of  Judgment."  Though  he  spoke  only 
his  native  Spanish,  people  of  all  languages  were 

able  to  understand  what  he  said.  His  biographers  believe  he  had  the  abil- 
ity to  speak  in  tongues  to  communicate  the  Word  of  God. 

fag  Best  quote:  Saint  Vincent's  favorite  saying  was,  "Whatever  you 
do,  think  not  of  yourselves,  but  of  God." 

4jft  How  he  died:  Saint  Vincent  died  at  the  age  of  69  from  a  fever. 
He  asked  for  the  passion  of  Christ  to  be  read  from  all  four  Gospels 
because  it  was  the  Wednesday  before  Palm  Sunday,  April  5,  1 41  9. 


Fiesta:  5  de  abril 

Patron  de  Fabricantes  de  ladrillos,  constructores,  trabajadores  de  la 
construction,  plomeros  y  fabricantes  de  losas 
Fecha  de  Canonization:  1 455 

Significado  del  Nombre:  Del  latin  vincere,  que  significa  conquistar. 

Es  conocido  por:  Nacio  en  Valencia,  Espana  en  1 350.  Sus 
padres  fueron  muy  virtuosos  y  conocidos  por  sus  obras  de  caridad. 

Ellos  hicieron  como  regla  de  vida,  el 
dar  limosna  cada  vez  que  podian.  A 
los  dieciocho  ahos,  entro  a  la  Orden 
de  los  Padres  Dominicos,  durante  el 
tiempo  del  cisma  de  Avignon.  San 
Vicente  trabajo  mucho  y  sin  exito 
para  terminar  con  el  cisma.  Paso 
veinte  anos  predicando  por  toda  Eu- 
ropa  sobre  el  pecado,  la  muerte,  los 
juicios  de  Dios  y  la  eternidad.  Los 
sermones  de  San  Vicente  fueron 
tan  elocuentes  que  mucha  gente 
regreso  a  la  fe  catolica. 


<LPor  que  es  santo?:  Vicente 
estaba  moribundo  cuando  tuvo  una 
vision  de  Cristo,  San  Francisco  de 
Asis  y  de  Santo  Domingo.  Despues 
de  esta  vision,  el  se  curb  milagro- 
samente.  Initio  una  predication 
sobre  el  juicio  final  y  la  necesidad 
de  la  penitencia.  Debido  a  esto,  San 
Vicente  paso  a  ser  conocido  como 
el  "Angel  del  Juicio".  Aunque  San 
Vicente  hablaba  en  espanol,  su  len- 
gua  materna,  personas  de  todos  los 
idiomas  pudieron  entender  lo  que 
el  decia.  Sus  biografos  creen  que  el 
tenia  el  don  de  hablar  en  lenguas  para  comunicar  la  Palabra  de  Dios. 

Frase  mas  conocida:  El  dicho  favorito  de  San  Vicente  fue:  "En 
todo  lo  que  hagan  no  piensen  en  ustedes,  sino  en  Dios". 

Como  murio:  Vicente  Ferrer  murio  a  la  edad  de  69  anos  de  una 
fiebre.  Pidio  que  le  leyeran  la  Pasion  de  Cristo  de  los  cuatro  evange- 
lios,  porque  fue  el  miercoles  antes  del  Domingo  de  Ramos,  el  5  de 
abril  de  1419. 


Being  a  disciple  of  Christ  means  that 
you  may  have  to  participate  in  a  war. 

Fact  —  here  are  the  facts: 

There  is  no  question  that  the  Church  is 
called  to  peace-making.  However,  the  Church 
understands  that  peace  is  not  simply  the  absence 
of  war.  The  possibility  of  peace  requires  the 
safeguarding  of  goods  and  of  persons,  free  com- 
munication among  all  humans  and  respect  for  the 
dignity  of  all  people,  individually  and  collectively. 
This  reflects  a  state  of  proper  order  that,  in  turn, 
produces  the  fruit  of  peace  (CCC  2304). 


Because  of  the  disordered  relationships 
among  human  societies,  the  danger  of  war  is 
real.  Consequently,  there  are  moments  when 
it  becomes  necessary  and  morally  legitimate 
for  citizens  and  governments  to  take  up  arms 
in  self-defense  after  all  efforts  at  peace  have 
failed. 

According  to  the  Catechism  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  the  Church  enumerates  strict  condi 
tions  for  the  legitimate  use  of  military  force: 

1 .  The  damage  inflicted  by  the  aggressor  on 
the  nation  or  community  of  nations  m 


lasting,  grave,  and  certain; 

2.  All  other  means  of  putting  an  end  to  it  must 
have  been  shown  to  be  impractical  or  inef- 
fective; 

3.  There  must  be  serious  prospects 
of  success; 

4.  The  use  of  arms  must  not  produce  evils 
and  disorders  graver  than  the  evil  to  be 
eliminated 


The  evaluation  of  these  conditions  as 


justifying  war"  belongs  to  those  who  have  the 
responsibility  for  the  common  good  (2309). 
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Voices     in     our  Church 


la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


The  Day  I  Cincuenta  Dias 

Became  Catholic         de  Pascua 


have  always  treasured  the  celebration 
of  the  Easter  Liturgy.  The  celebration 
of  the  Paschal  Mystery  of  Jesus'  dying 
and  rising  is  central  to  our  worship. 


For  me,  one  of  the 
great  things  the  Sec- 
ond Vatican  Council 
did  was  to  renew 
this  ritual  and 
to  restore  the 
celebration  to 
the  night  of  Holy 
Saturday. 


Holy  Saturday  of  1942  was  the  day  when  I  was  condition- 
ally baptized  into  the  Catholic  Church.  I  had  been  baptized  as 
an  infant  in  St.  Paul  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
on  Edenton  Street  here  in 
Raleigh.  In  those  days  the 
Holy  Saturday  liturgy  was 
celebrated  in  the  morning. 
As  it  is  with  the  most  impor- 
tant events  in  one's  life,  I  can 
remember  the  details  with 
surprising  clarity.  I  remember 
being  prepared  for  the  event 
by  Sister  Marinus,  l.H.M.  Fa- 
ther Jerome  Tiemy  O.E,  was 
the  celebrant. 

This  might  be  the  reason 
that  1  have  always  loved  the  Holy  Saturday  Liturgy  For  me, 
one  of  the  great  things  the  Second  Vatican  Council  did  was  to 
renew  this  ritual  and  to  restore  the  celebration  to  the  night  of 
Holy  Saturday 

The  lighting  of  the  fire,  the  entry  into  the 
darkened  church  with  just  candles  giving 
light,  the  proclamation  of  the  Scripture,  the 
chanting  of  the  Exsultet,  the  Baptism  and 
Confirmation  and  First  Communion  - 1  find 
these  to  be  soul-stirring. 

This  is  a  time  of  new  birth  in  the 
Church.  The  old  Paschal  celebration 
of  our  Jewish  ancestors  in  faith  gives 
way  to  a  new  Passover  celebration  for 
us  Christians.  Thus  we  enter  into  a  new 
covenant  with  God.  The  paschal  lamb 
now  is  unleavened  bread.  We  are  now 
commanded:  "Unless  you  eat  the  flesh 
of  the  Son  of  Man  and  drink  His  Blood, 
you  have  no  life  in  you." 

Thus  we  celebrate  Gods  great 
love  for  us.  Thus  we  treasure  the  new 
Passover  given  us  by  Jesus  and  the 
ritual  for  this  given  us  by  the  Church. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  E  Hadden 


Despues  de  una  larga  pre- 
paration de  cuarenta  dias, 
acompanada  de  sacrificios, 
de  ayunos  y  de  esfuerzos  ver- 
daderos  por  reconocer  nuestra  fragilidad 
humana,  vivimos  los  dias  del  misterio 
Pascual,  donde  renovamos  nuestra  fe  y 
nuestro  compromiso  bautismal. 

Nuestra  vida  contimia  en  la  oracion,  pero  con  la  alegria 
de  saber  que  Cristo  ha  vencido  a  la  muerte  y  al  mal  y  aun 
despues  de  su  resurreccion  sigue  encontrandose  con  sus 
discipulos  para  avivar  nuestra  esperanza,  en  la  reunion 
de  la  comunidad  para  acrecentar  nuestra  caridad  y  en  la 
alegria  del  corazon  para  fortalecer  nuestra  fe. 

Durante  la  pascua,  nuestra  vida  encuentra  eco  en  la  nove- 
dad  de  los  que  descubrieron  la  tumba  vacia,  de  aquellos 
que  se  encontraron  con  Jesus,  comieron  con  El  y  recibieron 
con  su  presencia  la  fuerza  del  Espfritu  Santo  para  vivir  y 
proclamar  al  resucitado  a  todos  los  pueblos  de  la  tierra. 

Durante  nuestra  pascua  estamos  llamados  a  vivir 
nuestro  testimonio,  en  el  mundo  de  nuestra  familia,  de 
nuestra  parroquia,  en  el  area  de  nuestro  trabajo  y  en  el 
circulo  de  amigos  al  que  pertenecemos.  Pero  seguimos 
corriendo  el  peligro  de  no  creer  en  la  resurreccion,  de 
llorar  a  un  Cristo  muerto  o  simplemente  de  creer  que 
con  la  Semana  Santa  se  acaba  nuestra  jornada. 

Seguimos  suplicando  a  Dios  para  que  en  este 
tiempo  nuestros  templos  sean  lugares  de  verdaderos 
encuentros  con  el  resucitado  y  sus  testigos,  que 
nuestros  hogares  brillen  con  la  luz  de  su  pres- 
encia, la  cual  ha  destruido  nuestra  indiferen- 
cia  y  nuestro  pecado.  Que  nuestros  corazones 
se  vean  fortalecidos  en  la  conviccion  que 
Cristo  ha  resucitado  y  vive  en  cada  uno  de 
nosotros. 

Seguimos  luchando,  como  en  la  cuaresma, 
para  no  permitirle  ni  a  los  problemas  ni  a  las 
dificultades  diarias  que  nos  roben  la  paz,  la 
esperanza  y  la  fe.  Para  vivir  cada  momento 
en  el  camino  donde  Cristo  nos  saldra  al  en- 
cuentro  para  explicarnos  la  escritura  y  bend- 
ecir  nuestro  alimento.  Seguimos  predicando  y 
dando  testimonio  que  Cristo  resucito  y  cambio 
la  historia  de  los  que  creemos  en  El. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


marriage  matters 


We  agreed  to 
use  "the  pill" 


she  says 


Lisa  says:  When  we  got  married, 
we  both  agreed  that  we  did  not 
F       accept  the  Church's  teaching  about 
birth  control  and  decided  I  would  take  "the  pill."  Now, 
Kevin  has  decided  the  Church  is  right  and  we  have  to 
should  practice  Natural  Family  Planning  (NFP).  I'm 
not  convinced  NFP  really  works.  Everybody  who  uses 
it  seems  to  have  large  families,  and  I  definitely  don't 
want  that! 

We  need  to 
switch  to  N  FP 


he  says 


Kevin  says:  Lisa  is  right  -  we  did 
agree  to  use  contraception  when 
f       we  got  married.  But  I  have  stud- 
ied more  about  our  faith  and  I  now  see  the  wisdom 
of  the  Church's  teaching  - 1  am  convinced  that  NFP 
is  the  only  method  we  should  use  to  plan  pregnan- 
cies. I'm  afraid  that  if  Lisa  doesn't  agree,  we  will  have 
trouble  in  our  married  relationship. 


what  do 
they  do? 


Making  moral  decisions  within 
the  context  of  marriage  is  seldom 
easy  for  married  couples.  Not 
1  because  they  face  greater  chal- 

lenges and  moral  issues,  but  simply  because  there  are 
two  individuals  trying  to  "become  one."  Within  the 
context  of  marriage,  couples  are  challenged  to  develop 
a  'couple-conscience';  not  what  is  right  or  wrong  for 
'me'  as  an  individual,  but  what  is  right  or  wrong  for 
'us'  as  a  couple,  according  to  God's  Will.  The  method 
of  planning  the  birth  of  children  is  often  the  first  great 
moral  decision  a  couple  faces.  Certainly  part  of  the 
moral  decision-making  process  is  to  gain  understand- 
ing and  knowledge  about  the  issues.  Kevin  is  comfort- 
able with  what  he  has  discovered  about  the  teachings 
of  our  Church.  Lisa  is  not  yet  as  certain  as  Kevin. 

The  decision  however,  does  not  rest  exclusively  with 
Kevin  or  with  Lisa;  it  rests  with  both  of  them.  What 
is  best  for  them  as  a  couple  at  this  time  in  their  life?  It 
may  just  be  to  enter  into  a  period  of  abstaining  from 
marital  intimacy.  Or  it  may  be  to  truly  discern  what 
God  is  calling  them  to  do  as  a  couple  through  prayer 
and  contemplation,  while  gaining  additional  knowl- 
edge. The  reliability  and  methods  of  naturally  plan- 
ning births  of  children  have  dramatically  improved  in 
recent  years.  With  proven  scientific  (and  church-ac- 
cepted) methods,  diligently  applied,  you  can  see  a  95 
percent  effectiveness  rate.  That  means  Lisa  and  Kevin 


He  said 
She  said 

what  do  they  do? 


could  have  a  95  percent  chance  of 
determining  when  to  say  "Yes"  to 
God  and  accept  the  new  life  that  he 
provides.  We  would  recommend 
three  simple  steps  for  Lisa  and 
Kevin: 

•  Begin  to  dialogue  and  pray  with 
each  other,  asking  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  open  your  minds  and  your 
hearts  to  this  aspect  of  your  love 
for  each  other. 

•  Express  your  inner-most  fears  and 
uncertainties  to  each  other  and 
get  in  touch  with  your  feelings. 

•  Seek  out  a  qualified  NFP  practi- 
tioner who  is  willing  to  meet  with 
you,  answer  all  your  questions 
and  assist  you  in  developing  a 
plan  that  will  work  for  the  two 

of you. 

We  certainly  commend  Kevin 
for  doing  the  research  and  agree 


he  is  on 
the  right 
path,  but 
he  needs  to 
also  help  Lisa 
gain  the  same 
understanding 
of  NFP  and 
God's  plan  for 
their  marriage. 
In  a  marriage, 
it  is  all  about 
lifting  up  -  our 
partner  to  God, 
for,  in  doing  so, 
we  become  holy. 
It  is  no  longer 
about  'me,'  it  is 
about  'we'  -  you,  I 
and  God. 

-  Tom  and  JoAnne  Fogle 
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local 


news 


St.  Mark  Lady  Lions  Finish  Season  Undefeated 

In  February,  the  Middle  School  Girls  Basketball  team  of  St. 
Mark  Catholic  School  in  Wilmington  capped  off  a  perfect  1  6-0 
season  with  a  win  in  the  Southeastern  Middle  School  League 
championship  against  Wilmington  Christian  Academy. 

The  championship  game  was  a  hard-fought  battle  between 
SMCS  and  WCA  in  their  third  meeting  of  the  year  —  all  three 
games  coming  to  down  to  the  final  minutes.  The  championship 
game  followed  the  same  pattern,  with  St.  Mark  down  by  six  at 
the  half  and  the  score  tied,  23-23,  with  less  than  2  Vi  minutes 
remaining.  "Our  girls  were  not  going  to  lose  this  game  after  work- 
ing so  hard  throughout  the  year,"  said  Coach  Chris  Kirchoff,  "We 
had  the  perfect  season  going,  which  is  very  challenging  given  the 
level  of  competition  in  this  league."  It  was  a  record-breaker  for 
eighth-grader  Nellie  Leddy,  the  first  SMCS  athlete  to  score  1 00 
points  in  a  season. 

The  wins  mark  the  school's  first-ever  undefeated  season  and 
championship  since  opening  seven  years  ago  and  after  just  two 
years'  participation  in  the  league.  Along  with  St.  Mark  Catholic 
School,  the  league  includes  Cape  Fear  Academy,  Friends  School 
and  Harrells  Christian  Academy. 


The  St.  Mark  Middle  School  Girls  Varsity  Basketball  Team.  Front  row, 
l-r:  Alexis  Smith  (11),  Co-Captain  Nellie  Leddy  (33),  Amanda  Gregory 

(1 5),  Haley  McCaul  (30),  Jennifer  Jensen  (24).  Back  row,  l-r:  As- 
sistant Coach  Erika  McCormick,  Lauren  Atkinson  (34),  Heather  Parra, 
Grade  Cameron  (1 2),  Head  Coach  Chris  Kirchoff,  Co-Captain— Nicki 
Huntley  (1 4),  Katarina  Kirchoff  (31),  Isabella  Farley  (20). 
Not  pictured:Ellen  Liverman. 


St.  Peter's  School 
Stages  Art  Show 


Ministries  Thank 
Diocesan  Faithful  for  Support 


In  January,  the  sixth  Annual  St.  Peter's 
K-8th  Grade  Student  Art  Show  was  on  dis- 
play at  the  Greenville  Museum  of  Art.  Some 
1 80  visitors  attended  the  exhibit,  with  a  re- 
ception at  which  drinks  and  hors  d'oeurves 
were  served  and  music  was  provided  by 
student  violinists.  Works  of  sculpture  by 
all  450  fall  semester  art  students  were  on 
display.  The  pieces  in  the  show  reflected 
a  variety  of  themes,  but  all  were  the  result 
of  lessons  created  by  St.  Peter  art  teacher 
John  Bell  III  to  help  students  improve  their 
spatial  skills  and  their  ability  to  reason  three- 
dimensionally. 

Dr.  Cynthia  Bickley-Green,  an  art  educa- 
tion professor  at  East  Carolina  University  and 
a  past  president  of  the  NC  Association  of  Art 
Educators,  who  has  published  extensively 
on  spatial  skills  and  the  development  of  links 
between  art  and  math,  applauded  the  show. 
"While  confronting  issues  of  design,  self- 
expression  and  fine  motor  skills,"  she  said, 
"Mr.  Bell's  students  are  cultivating  skills  that 
will  serve  them  in  a  myriad  of  professions. 
Researchers  have  documented  the  relation- 
ship between  spatial  skill  and  the  high-level 
thinking  necessary  for  science  and  math." 

Photos  from  the  show  can  be  viewed  at 
www.stpeterscatholicschool.com/.  On  the 
front  page  of  St.  Peter  School's  Web  site 
there  are  links  to  photos  of  the  show  and 
also  a  gallery  of  students'  work. 


►►  Contributions  by  the  faithful  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  to  special 
collections  were  gratefully  acknowledged  recently:  the  Church  in  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe,  for  $73,702.63  to  build  the  pastoral  capacity  of  the 
Church  in  that  area;  and  the  Apostolic  Nunciature  of  the  United  States, 
$7,556  for  the  annual  Peter's  Pence  collection.  (Added  to  the  earlier 
contribution  of  $82,449.51 ,  the  total  Peter's  Pence  donation  from  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  was  $90,005.51 .) 


Christian  Family  Living  Center 
to  Expand  Retreat  Offerings 


For  more  than  20  years,  Christian  Family  Living  Center,  a  lay- 
owned  and-operated  retreat  center  on  North  Topsail  Beach,  has  offered 
affordable  week-long,  Christ-centered  retreats.  CFL  recently  announced 
that  it  has  added  a  new  half-week  program  -  Classic  Light  -  to  its 
summer  schedule  of  family  enrichment  retreats.  The  half-week  retreat 
is  three  nights  and  four  days  of  oceanfront  lodging,  meals  and  pro- 
gram materials.  The  full  weeks  are  five  nights  and  six  days  of  the  same 
amenities.  Also  scheduled  are  retreats  for  families  of  Hispanic  heritage 
and  families  who  home-school  their  children.  Weekend  programs  are 
conducted  throughout  the  year.  The  fully  trained  staff  includes  a  resident 
priest  for  the  entire  program. 

Activities  begin  with  breakfast  and  run  through  the  evening  social  time. 
Days  are  filled  with  skits,  discussion  groups,  lively  family  projects  and 
peer-group  time  (with  age  appropriate  activities  from  babies  to  adults). 
Eucharistic  celebration  and  other  prayer  services  are  a  key  part  of  each 
day  and  focus  on  subjects  such  as  communication, affirmation,  forgive- 
ness and  commitment.  These  basic  concepts  are  the  backbone  of  the 
Christian  Family  Living  Experience  and  are  important  for  each  family  in 
developing  and  strengthening  their  family  values.  For  more  information  or 
to  schedule  a  family  retreat,  contact  CFL  Director  Marilynn  Shackelford  at 
910.328.1  584  or  cfldirector@charterinternet.com. 


c  o:  v  e  v  stars 


Finding  Easter 

t  (  )J 

in  Trying  Times 


As  this  issue  of  NC  Catholics  went  to  press,  unemployment  in  North 
Carolina  had  risen  to  9.7  percent,  third  highest  in  the  U.S.  In  this  sea- 
son of  joy,  when  the  Church  observes  Christ's  saving  victory  over  death, 
many  are  experiencing  a  "little  death,"  the  bewilderment  and  pain  that 
follow  job  loss.  NC  Catholics  spoke  with  three  people  -  an  executive  who 
lost  his  job  after  almost  30  years,  a  Regional  Director  of  Catholic  Chari- 
ties, and  a  priest  of  the  Diocese  -  to  gain  some  personal,  practical  and 
spiritual  perspective  on  the  situation  and  to  point  out  sources  of  help 
and  hope  for  the  unemployed  faithful.  ► 


How  are  NC  Catholics 


u 


story 


Tom 

1 guess  I  went  through  all 
the  stages  of  grief.  Even 
now,  though,  if  I  think 
about  it  too  much,  all 
the  bad  feelings  come  back: 
shame,  fear,  worthlessness." 

Tom  (not  his  real  name),  is  a  resident  of 
Raleigh  and  a  parishioner  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral.  Five  years  ago,  Tom  was  a 
well-paid  executive  with  an  international 
firm  in  New  England.  When  the  com- 
pany was  sold,  the  new  owners  expressed 
confidence  in  his  performance.  Months 
later,  he  was  let  go  and  replaced  with 
someone  from  the  buyers  company. 

"I  came  to  work  on  a  Monday,  was 
called  into  a  meeting  at  8: 15  a.m.  and 
given  the  news.  They  told  me  to  leave 
immediately  and  come  back  after  hours 
to  clean  out  my  office.  I  remember  get- 
ting home  at  9  in  the  morning  -  it  was 
a  golden,  warm  fall  day  -  and  thinking, 
This  is  so  strange.  Its  so  beautiful  and  this 
horrible  thing  just  happened."' 

Tom  was  a  single  father  and  the  sole 
support  of  a  son  in  college  and  a  daughter 
in  high  school.  When  she  got  home  from 
school  that  day,  he  told  her  the  news.  "She 
was  sweet,"  he  remembers.  "She  said,  'Oh, 
Dad,  I'm  sorry'  And  I  was  thinking,  'Sorry? 
This  could  be  the  end,  for  all  of  us!'" 

Tom  had  worked  for  the  same  com- 
pany, before  its  sale,  for  29  years.  "I  didn't 
have  a  back-up  plan,"  he  says.  "I  always 
thought  I'd  retire  from  there.  Now  I  was 
only  in  my  50s,  and  still  had  depen- 
dents." Gradually,  he  faced  the  fact  that  he 
would  need  to  look  for  work,  and  soon. 
The  search  would  take  almost  exactly  a 
year.  On  the  first  anniversary  of  his  layoff, 
he  interviewed  for  the  job  he  now  holds 
in  Raleigh. 

He  still  remembers  vividly  that  year  of 
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joblessness,  though:  "The  first  thing  was 
this  feeling  of  separateness  from  the  rest  of 
the  world.  I'd  drive  to  the  bank  to  deposit 
my  unemployment  check,  and  it  seemed 
like  everyone  else  on  the  road  had  a 
'real'  place  to  go.  And  I  was  ashamed:  I'd 
always  been  proud  -  too  proud,  I  realized 
now  -  of  being  the  provider.  My  identity 
was,  'I  do  important  work  and  I'm  a  good 
father'  Now  I  clearly  was  no  longer  work- 
ing, and  what  kind  of  father,  I  thought, 
can't  support  his  children  materially?" 

At  the  same  time,  Tom  recalls,  his 
feelings  of  helplessness  reinforced  his 
sense  of  dependence  on  God.  "I'm  afraid 
I  was  like  a  lot  of  people.  When  I  was 
riding  high,  I  got  in  the  habit  of  thinking 
I  was  the  one  in  control.  When  I  fell  off 
my  horse,  I  remembered  that  whatever 
abilities  or  success  I'd  had  were  from  the 
Lord.  When  I  finally  was  offered  a  new 
job,  I  actually  wondered  whether  I  could 
do  it.  My  self-confidence  after  a  year  of 
unemployment  and  several  rejections  by 
potential  employers  was  very  low.  But  I 
realized  that  self-confidence  was  miss- 
ing the  point.  I  could  trust  God  to  love 
me  and  to  help  me  through  difficulties.  I 
didn't  need  to  be  afraid." 


The  Social  Worker 


Don't  Know  Where  to  Turn? 

►►  Catholic  Charities'  Family  Support  Services  can  assist  or  direct  you  to  as- 
sistance with  all  the  difficulties  that  follow  job  loss.  All  programs  are  available  to 
individuals  and  families  regardless  of  race,  creed,  religion,  ability  to  pay.  Go  to 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org/how/social/regional_offices.aspx  for  contact  infor- 
mation or  call  the  Raleigh  Office  of  Catholic  Charities  at  91 9.790.8533  for 
information  about  the  Regional  Office  nearest  you. 


Tom's  ordeal  unfolded  before  the 
current  economic  downturn.  Now 
Betty  Byrnes,  director  of  the  Tar  River 
Regional  Office  of  Catholic  Charities, 
in  Greenville,  is  seeing  a  sharp  increase 
in  the  number  of  people  like  Tom, 
people  who  have  never  been  unem- 
ployed before.  "They  are  terribly  lost," 
she  says.  "I  see  desperation,  panic, 
embarrassment.  We're  here  to  say  there 
is  help;  you  only  need  to  ask  for  it. 
And  we'll  show  you  how." 

Catholic  Charities  provides  a  variety 
of  assistance  to  these  individuals  and 
their  families.  Known  collectively  as 
Family  Support  Services,  the  assistance 
begins  with  an  assessment  of  mental 
health  issues,  such  as  depression.  The 
agency  looks  next  at  basic  material 
needs  impacted  by  the  layoff  -  food, 
clothing,  utilities. 

Family  relationships  are  also  given 
attention.  "The  tension  and  uncertainty 
following  job  loss  can  affect  marriages 
and  children,"  Byrnes  says.  "Even  when 
the  adults  try  to  protect  the  children, 
we  see  grades  dropping,  kids  becoming 
withdrawn.  They  may  not  understand 
why  a  parent  is  cranky  or  uncommuni- 
cative, but  they  feel  it.  So  one  thing  we 
stress  is  the  importance  of  communica- 
tion within  the  family. 

"Another  important  thing  for  people 
in  this  situation  is  to  take  good  physi- 
cal care  of  themselves.  When  there's  no 
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Job  Connections  at 
St.  Francis 

In  January,  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  Par- 
ish in  Raleigh  initiated 
Job  Connections,  a 
ministry  to  encourage 
and  support  men  and 
women  while  they  are 
in-between  jobs.  The 
ministry  provides  en- 
couragement, informa- 
tion, networking,  spiritual 
guidance  and  job  search 
skills  training  in  a  Catho- 
lic-Christian setting. 

At  bi-weekly  meet- 
ings (the  second  and 


fourth  Wednesdays  of 
the  month  from  8:30 
a.m.  -  10:30  a.m.), 
professionally  trained 
volunteer  coordinators 
and  volunteer  speak- 
ers provide  answers  to 
questions  concerning 
the  job  search.  Partici- 
pants can  discuss  their 
own  needs  face-to-face 
with  experts.  The  atmo- 
sphere is  friendly  and 
supportive  —  one  where 
participants  can  explore 
employment  and  career 
possibilities  with  guid- 
ance from  coordinators 


trained  to  help  people 
sharpen  their  job-seek- 
ing skills. 

For  more  informa- 
tion, call  Bill  Clark 
at  91 9.528.4473 
or  Ed  Miscovic  at 
919.841.0246. 


income,  the  temptation  is  to  eat  poorly 
and  avoid  the  doctor  or  the  therapist; 
some  people  begin  drinking  too  much 
or  ignore  symptoms  of  depression." 

Another  component  of  Family  Sup- 
port Services  is  education.  "Unlike 
people  who  have  gone  through  many 
episodes  of  unemployment,  these  indi- 
viduals are  unaware  of  all  the  avenues 
of  help  that  are  available,  and  how  to 
access  them,"  explains  Byrnes.  "We 
have  that  information,  and  we  can  teach 
people  about  resources  for  receiving 
government  assistance,  finding  health 
insurance  and  seeking  new  employ- 
ment." 

As  if  their  situation  isn't  difficult 
enough,  people  suddenly  without  jobs 
need  to  be  aware  of  predators  and 


scam  artists.  "A  common  feeling  among 
people  who  have  been  laid  off  is  panic," 
Byrnes  says.  "So  they're  vulnerable  to 
someone  who  will  say,  for  instance, 
'We'll  talk  to  your  creditors  and  get 
your  debt  reduced,  for  a  fee.'  We  tell 
people  never  to  pay  money  up  front 
for  one  of  these  services.  Legitimate 
agencies  don't  operate  that  way.  If  you 
have  doubts,  call  the  Attorney  General's 
Office  or  the  Better  Business  Bureau." 

Betty  Byrnes  says  that  Family  Sup- 
port Services  have  been  shown  to  be 
effective  both  in  shortening  the  time 
between  job  loss  and  re-employment, 
and  in  helping  the  individuals  and 
their  families  to  function  more  health- 
ily than  they  did  even  before  losing 
their  jobs. 


The  Priest 


Father  Dan  Oschwald,  Pastor  of  St. 
Mark  Catholic  Church  in  Wilming- 
ton, says  his  parishioners  have  felt  the 
recession  keenly.  As  a  pastor,  he's  seen 
firsthand  the  sad  effects  of  "losing  the 
dignity  that  work  brings."  He's  also  no- 
ticed an  upturn  in  Mass  attendance.  "I  see 
people  becoming  more  humble  because 
of  economic  troubles,"  he  says.  "They  are 
not  constantly  buying  things,  but  learning 
to  live  more  simply,  and  to  recognize  their 
need  for  God." 

What  comfort  is  there  for  someone 
whose  livelihood  is  suddenly  gone?  "God 
has  a  plan,"  Father  Dan  says.  "We  can 
trust  Him  to  provide  for  us.  In  our  parish, 
people  have  also  become  more  aware  of 
their  spiritual  family,  receiving  help  and 
encouragement  from  their  neighbors. 
And  those  who  are  giving  benefit  as  well." 

As  painful  as  losing  a  job  can  be, 
Father  Oschwald  believes  it  can  be  a 
spiritual  opportunity.  "Anything  that  puts 
someone  on  their  knees,"  he  says,  "can 
bring  them  closer  to  the  Lord.  We  saw  a 
huge  resurgence  of  religious  interest  and 
participation  following  9/11,  but  sadly  it 
faded  before  a  year  had  passed.  I  hope  the 
lessons  of  these  current  difficult  times  will 
stay  with  people.  I  hope  they'll  learn  to 
see  God  not  as  a  Fixer  of  problems  but  a 
Sustamer  of  life." 


Trust  in  God 

►►  Know  that  the  Lord  works  wonders  for  the 
faithful;  the  Lord  hears  when  I  call  out . . . 

Many  say,  "May  we  see  better  times!  Lord,  show 
us  the  light  of  Your  face!" 

But  You  have  given  my  heart  more  joy  than  they 
have  when  grain  and  wine  abound. 

In  peace  I  shall  both  lie  down  and  sleep,  for  You 
alone,  Lord,  make  me  secure.  Psalms  4: 4, 7-9. 


el    hispano  Catolico 


Buscando  A  \ 

la  esperanza  ^ 
en  la  pascua 
de  la  resurrection 
durante  tiempos  \\ 
dificiles  \ 


^Como  NC  Catholics  afronta  la  recesion  economica? 


Mientras  este  ejemplar  de  NC 
Catholics  se  dirigia  a  la  im- 
prenta,  el  desempleo  en 
Carolina  del  Norte  aumentaba 


Tom 

-Pienso  que  experiments  todas  lasformas  de  dolor.  Incluso 
ahora,  si  pienso  mucho  en  eso,  todos  los  malos  pensamientos 
como  la  verguenza,  el  temor,  y  lajalta  de  valor,  regresan. 

Entrevistamos  a  Tom  (su  nombre  ficticio,)  residente  de 
Raleigh  y  feligres  de  la  Catedral  del  Sagrado  Corazon.  Hace 
cinco  anos  atras,  Tom  era  un  ejecutivo  bien  remunerado 


en  una  firma  internacional  de  New  England,  pero  cuando 
vendieron  la  compam'a,  los  duenos  nuevos  los  reemplazaron 
meses  despues,  por  otro  empleado. 

-Vine  al  trabajo  un  lunesy  me  llamaron  a  una  reunion  a  las 
8:15  para  darme  la  noticia.  Me  dijeron  que  mejuera  inmedi- 
atamente  y  que  regresara  despues  para  que  limpiara  mi  oficina. 
Recuerdo  llegar  a  las  9  de  la  manana  a  la  casa,  un  calido  dia 
de  otono,  y  pense  "/Que  extrano!  El  dia  estd  tan  hermoso  y  esta 
cosa  tan  horrible  acaba  de  suceder." 

Tom  es  un  padre  soltero  y  el  unico  sustento  economico 
de  su  hijo  en  la  Universidad  y  de  su  hija  en  la  escuela 
secundaria.  Cuando  su  hija  regreso  del  colegio,  el  le  conto 
lo  sucedido.  -Recuerdo  que  ellajue  tan  dulce  -comento  -Ella 
dip,  lo  siento  mucho  papa.  -Yyo  por  dentro  pensaba  que  esto 
podia  significar  elfin  para  todos  nosotros. 

Tom  trabajo  para  la  misma  compam'a  por  29  anos  antes 
de  que  la  vendieran.  -Yo  no  tenia  un  plan  de  emergencia 
-comento.  -Siempre  pense  que  mejubilaria  de  esa  compania. 
Ahora  a  los  50  todavia  tengo  dependientes.  Con  el  tiempo,  se 
enfrento  al  hecho  de  que  tendria  que  buscar  otro  empleo 


<LNo  sabe  a  donde  acudir? 

- ,  El  Servicio  de  Apoyo  Familiar  de  Catholic  Charities 
puede  ayudarlos  o  guiarlos  con  todas  las  dificultades  que 
trae  la  perdida  del  empleo.  Todos  los  programas  estan 
disponibles  para  individuos  y  familias  sin  importar  la  raza, 
credo,  o  religion.  Ingrese  al  sitio  Web  www.dioceseofra- 
leigh.org/how/social/regional_offices.aspx  o  para  mas 
informacion,  comuniquese  con  la  Oficina  de  Raleigh  de 
Catholic  Charities  por  91  9.790.8533  o  para  solicitar 
informacion  de  la  oficina  mas  cercana  a  usted. 


9.7%,  uno  de  los  mas  altos  porcentajes  en 
los  Estados  Unidos.  En  esta  temporada  de 
celebracion,  cuando  la  Iglesia  conmemora  la 
victoria  de  Cristo  sobre  la  muerte,  muchos 
experimentan  una  "forma  de  muerte,"  debido 
a  la  confusion  y  al  dolor  de  perder  el  empleo. 
NC  Catholics  entrevisto  a  tres  personas:  a  un 
ejecutivo  quien  perdio  su  empleo  de  mas  de 
30  anos,  a  la  Directora  Regional  de  Catholic 
Charities  y  a  un  sacerdote  de  la  Diocesis  para 
obtener  su  perspectiva  personal,  practica  y 
espiritual  de  la  situacion,  ademas  de  brindar 
ayuda  y  esperanza  a  los  fieles  desempleados. 
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Por  Rich  Reece 


urgente,  pero  la  busqueda  se  llevaria  todo  un  ano.  Aun  ano 
de  su  despido,  lo  entrevistaron  para  el  trabajo  que  ahora 
tiene  en  Raleigh. 

Todavla  recuerda  con  exactitud  ese  ano  de  desempleo, 
aunque:  -Los  primero  que  sentijue  una  sensation  de  separation 
del  resto  del  mundo.  Siempre  iba  al  banco  para  depositar  mi 
cheque  de  desempleado,  y  sentia  que  todas  las  demas  personas 
tenian  un  sitio  "real"  a  donde  ir.  Sentia  vergiienza;  siempre  me 
sentia  orgulloso,  demasiado  orgulloso,  y  ahora  me  doy  cuenta 
que  yo  soy  el  unico  que  sustenta  a  lafamilia.  Mi  identidad  era 
la  de  realizar  un  trabajo  importante  y  la  de  ser  un  buen  padre 
para  mis  hijos,  pero  ahora  no  estaba  trabajandoy  me  pregun- 
taba  "ique  clase  de  padre  no  puede  sustentar  a  sus  propios  hijos 
materialmente?" 

Al  mismo  tiempo,  Tom  recuerda  que  su  sentimiento  de 
inutilidad  fortalecio  su  dependencia  por  Dios.  -Pienso  que 
me  sentia  como  la  mayoria  de  las  personas.  Cuando  estaba  en 
lo  mas  alto,  me  sentia  en  control,  pero  cuando  me  cai  de  mi 
nube,  recuerdo  que  todas  mis  habilidades  o  exito  provendrian  del 
Senor.  Cuando  recibi  una  nueva  ojerta  de  trabajo,  me  pregunte 
que  si  podria  hacerlo;  mi  autoestima  estaba  tan  baja  despues  de 
un  ano  de  desempleo  y  de  tantos  rechazos.  Sin  embargo,  aunque 
ya  no  tenia  autoestima,  confie  en  Dios  para  que  me  ayudara 
durante  estos  tiempos  dificiles.  No  tenia  que  sentir  miedo. 

La  trabajadora 
social 

El  tormento  de  Tom  tuvo 
lugar  antes  de  la  actual  crisis 
economica.  Ahora  Betty 
Byrmes,  Directora  de  la 
Oflcina  Regional  de  Catho- 
lic Charities  en  Greenville, 
observa  el  incremento  de 
personas  que  como  Tom, 
nunca  han  estado  desempleados.  -Ellos  estan  terriblemente 
perdidos;  los  veo  desesperados,  con  panico  y  con  verguenza. 
Nosotros  estamos  aqui  para  demostrarles  que  podemos  ayudar- 
los,  tan  solo  tienen  que  decirlo  y  nosotros  les  decimos  que  hacer. 
-comentd. 

Catholic  Charities  brinda  una  variedad  de  servicios  a 
individuos  y  a  familias,  comenzando  con  una  evaluacion 
de  salud  mental,  para  determinar  niveles  de  depresion.  La 
agencia  brinda  ayuda  para  cubrir  las  necesidades  basicas 
impactadas  por  el  desempleo,  como  la  comida,  la  ropa  y  los 
servicios  publicos  esenciales. 

Tambien  debemos  que  tomar  en  cuenta  las  relaciones  per- 
sonales  -la  tension  y  la  incertidumbre  que  siguen  despues  de  la 
perdida  de  un  trabajo  puede  afectar  al  matrimonios  y  a  los  hijos, 
incluso  cuando  los  adultos  tratan  de  proteger  a  los  nihos,  podem- 
os observar  una  disminucidn  en  su  rendimiento  academico,  y  se 
notan  un  tanto  retraidos.  A  lo  mejor  los  nihos  no  entienden  por 
que  los  padres  estan  de  mal  humor  o  poco  comunicativos,  pero  lo 
pueden  sentir,  asi  que  nosotros  aqui  enjocamos  la  importancia  de 
la  comunicacion  entre  las  familias  -comenta  Betty  Byrnes. 

-Otra  cosa  que  las  personas  deben  consideran  en  esta  situ- 


ation es  la  de  cuidarse  fisicamente;  cuando  no  cuentan  con  un 
salario,  la  tendencia  es  de  tener  malos  hdbitos  alimenticios,  dejar 
de  ir  al  doctor,  y  algunos  comienzan  a  beber  bebidas  alcoholicas 
para  ignorar  los  sintomas  de  la  depresion. 

La  education  es  otro  componente  de  los  Servicios  de  Apoyo 
Familiar  -las  personas  que  han  pasado  por  el  desempleo,  no 
tienen  idea  de  todos  los  recursos  que  tienen  a  su  disposition  y 
como  tener  acceso  a  ellos.  Nosotros  contamos  con  esa  infor- 
mation y  podemos  enseharle  a  las  personas  como  recibir  ayuda 
del  gobierno,  conseguir  seguro  medico y  encontrar  otro  empleo 
-comenta  Betty  Byrnes. 

Como  que  si  la  situacion  no  fuese  lo  suficientemente 
dificil,  los  desempleados  tienen  que  tener  cuidado  de  los 
depredadores  y  de  los  artistas  de  la  estafa.  -El  panico  es  un 
sentimiento  muy  comun  entre  los  desempleados  -dice  Betty 
Byrnes  -asi  que  son  vulnerables  a  lo  que  dicen  otras  personas, 
de  hecho,  escuchan  cosas  como:  "nosotros  hablamos  con  los 
acreedores  para  reducir  sus  deudas" y  nosotros  les  decimos  que 
nunca  paguen  nada  por  adelantado  para  recibir  alguno  de  esos 
servicios.  Las  agendas  legitimas  nunca  operan  de  esa  maneray 
si  tiene  alguna  duda,  llame  al  Despacho  del  Procurador  General 
o  al  Better  Business  Bureau  (BBB.) 

Betty  Byrnes  agrega  que  el  Servicio  de  Apoyo  Familiar  ha 
sido  efectivo  a  la  hora  de  disminuir  el  tiempo  para  encon- 
trar otro  empleo,  y  en  la  rehabilitacion  de  los  individuos 
y  sus  familias  a  funcionar  saludablemente  como  lo  hacian 
antes  de  perder  sus  empleos. 

El  Sacerdote 

Padre  Dan  Oschwald,  Par- 
roco  de  la  Iglesia  Catolica 
de  St  Mark  en  Wilmington, 
comenta  que  sus  feligreses 
sienten  el  efecto  de  la  recesion. 
Como  parroco,  ha  presenciado 
el  triste  efecto  de  "perder  la 
dignidad  por  falta  de  empleo." 
Ademas  ha  notado  un  incre- 
mento en  la  asistencia  a  la  Santa  Misa  -Veo  que  las  personas 
son  mas  humildes  debido  a  la  crisis  economica,  porque  no  los  veo 
comprando  constantemente,  pero  estan  aprendiendo  a  llevar  una 
vida  mas  simple,  y  a  reconocer  la  necesidad  de  Dios.  -comenta. 

No  existe  ningun  consuelo  para  alguien  que  haya  perdido 
su  empleo  -Dios  tiene  un  plan,  y  nosotros  debemos  confiar  en 
El  para  que  vele  por  nosotros.  En  nuestra  parroquia,  losfieles 
estan  mas  concientes  de  lafamilia  espiritual,  al  recibir  ayuda  y 
animo  de  los  projimos  -comenta  el  padre. 

El  sentimiento  tan  doloroso  de  perder  un  trabajo,  el 
Padre  Dan  piensa  que  puede  verse  como  una  oportunidad 
espiritual  -todo  lo  que  ponga  a  las  personas  de  rodillas,  puede 
acercarlos  mas  al  Sehor.  Nosotros  fuimos  testigos  del  resur- 
gimiento  de  la  fey  de  la  participation  religiosa  despues  del  11  de 
septiembre,  pero  tristemente  se  desvanecio  despues  de  un  ano. 
Espero  que  todos  hayamos  aprendido  a  ver  a  Dios  no  como  una 
figura  que  anegla  los  problemas,  sino  como  el  proveedor  de  la 
vida  -expresa  Padre  Dan. 


Dear  NCC:  Alemania  e  ItaSia  ya 
lo  hicieron.  IY  nosotros? 

■^^H"""^   stados  Unidos  tiene  actualmente 
I     casi  500,000  embriones  humanos 
nl     almacenados  en  tanques  con  nitrogeno 
liquido  en  clinicas  de  fertilidad,  un 
JKmmmmm  numero  comparable  a  la  poblacion  total 
de  ciudades  como  Cleveland  o  Tucson.  Alemania,  en  contraste,  tiene  en 
todo  el  pais  solo  unos  cuantos  embriones  congelados  y  almacenados. 


La  razon  de  esta  notable  diferencia  es  que  Alemania 
emitio  en  la  decada  de  los  noventas  una  Ley  de 
Protection  al  Embrion  que  prohibe  el  congelamiento 
de  embriones  humanos.  Italia  tiene  en  vigencia  una  ley 
similar.  Ambos  paises  reglamentan  muy  estrictamente 
los  tratamientos  de  fertilizacion  in  vitro,  no  permiten  la 
production  de  mas  de  tres  embriones  a  la  vez  y  todos 
tienen  que  ser  implantados  en  su  madre.  Estos  dos 
paises  prohiben  tambien  la  production  de  embriones 
excedentes,  asi  como  la  experimentation,  la  donation 
y  las  pruebas  geneticas  con  embriones. 

Estados  Unidos  ha  fracasado  rotundamente  al 
no  establecer  un  marco  legislativo  o  etico  razonable 
para  reglamentar  su  multibillonaria  industria  de  la 
fertilizacion,  dando  lugar  asi  a  lo  que  se  describe  muy 
bien  como  "El  Salvaje  Oeste  de  la  Infertilidad",  la  tierra 
de  nadie  donde  todo  se  vale,  hasta  la  congelation 
rutinaria  de  una  gran  cantidad  de  seres  humanos 
en  estado  embrionario.  Ciertamente,  esta  practica 
constituye  una  de  las  mas  grandes  tragedias  humanas 
de  nuestro  tiempo. 

No  se  necesita  mucha  reflexion  etica  para  darse 
cuenta  de  la  grave  injusticia  que  se  comete  al 
congelar  a  un  ser  humano.  El  congelamiento  y 
descongelamiento  somete  a  los  embriones  a  un  alto 
riesgo  y  hasta  un  50%  de  ellos  no  sobrevive  al  proceso. 
En  muchos  casos  estos  embriones  quedan  finalmente 
abandonados  por  sus  padres,  condenados  a  un  estado 
estatico  a  perpetuidad,  atrapados  en  el  tiempo,  en  la 
cruel  desolation  de  los  orfanatos  de  nitrogeno  liquido. 
A  raiz  de  esto  muchos  padres  y  madres  enfrentan 
despues  dilemas  atormentadores  respecto  a  que  hacer 
con  sus  hijos  en  animation  suspendida.  Una  vez 
impuesta  esta  injusticia  vienen  otros  a  argumentar 
a  favor  de  una  ofensa  aun  mas  flagrante  contra  la 
dignidad  de  estos  embriones,  esto  es,  destruirlos  con 
tal  de  extraer  sus  celulas  madre. 

El  argumento  de  que  los  embriones  "se 
tiraran  de  todos  modos"  ha  sido  muy  eficaz  para 
convencer  a  legisladores  y  politicos  para  que 
favorezcan  a  los  tientificos  interesados  en  usarlos 
en  la  experimentation.  Fruto  del  pragmatismo 
estadounidense  que  busca  "maximizar  los 
rendimientos  de  la  inversion",  la  subyugacion  de 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cation en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catblico  de 
Bioetiea  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duction: Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


los  embriones  es  casi  total  en  nuestra  sociedad  al 
reducirlos  a  simples  "cosas",  objetos  que  se  pueden 
manipular,  valiosos  por  lo  que  pueden  aportar  a  los 
intereses  y  deseos  de  los  demas. 

Recurriendo  al  argumento  de  que  los  embriones  se 
tiraran  de  todas  formas,  el  Dr.  Chi  Dang,  profesor  de 
medicina  en  la  Escuela  Medica  de  la  Universidad  Johns 
Hopkins,  dijo  en  una  entrevista  reciente:  "La  pregunta 
es:  <;Es  eticamente  mas  aceptable  destruir  estos 
embriones  echandoles  acido  encima,  o  reorganizar 
estas  celulas  aglomeradas  y  asi  crear  nuevas  lineas 
celulares  que  podrian  benehciamos  en  el  futuro?". 
Cuando  empezamos  a  promover  este  tipo  de  falsas 
dicotomias  y  a  construir  una  etica  de  castillos  de  arena, 
es  que  ya  estamos  cayendo  en  la  complacencia,  en  una 
especie  de  letargo  moral  respecto  a  nuestros  deberes 
elementales  para  con  los  humanos  mas  debiles  y  mas 
pequenos. 

Gary  Rosen  escribia  en  una  ocasion  en  el  New  York 
Times  que  un  curso  de  Etica  para  Principiantes  bastaria 
para  hacemos  ver  cual  es  el  problema  aqui,  es  decir, 
que  no  debemos  tratar  a  otras  personas  como  medios 
para  nuestros  propios  fines  sino  como  fines  en  si 
mismos.  Sin  embargo,  hasta  la  etica  mas  basica  parece 
dificil  de  cuadrar  con  las  frias  y  bien  estructuradas 
discusiones  clinicas  sobre  "aprovechamiento  de 
embriones"  y  "reorganization  de  celulas  aglomeradas". 
Aunque  el  vocabulario  de  los  tientificos  investigadores 
de  celulas  madre  y  quienes  los  apoyan  se  mantenga 
completamente  academico,  no  por  eso  deja  de  tener, 
en  palabras  de  Rosen,  "un  inconfundible  olor  a 
canibalismo". 

En  Estados  Unidos  necesitamos  urgentemente  una 
Ley  de  Protection  al  Embrion.  La  tentacion  de  negar 
la  humanidad  de  nuestros  propios  hermanos  sigue 
presente  y  nos  trae  resonancias  de  tiempos  pasados, 
cuando  con  fines  de  representation  en  el  congreso 
los  esclavos  equivalian  a  solo  tres  quintas  partes  de 
una  persona.  Tratar  al  ser  humano  como  si  no  valiera 
ni  una  quinta  parte  de  una  persona  es  una  violation, 
mas  deplorable  aun,  de  los  derechos  humanos.  Los 
integrantes  mas  pequenos  de  nuestra  familia  humana 
merecen  protection  legal.  Leyes  como  las  de  Alemania 
e  Italia,  aunque  no  podrian  detener  todas  las  injusticias 
contra  los  embriones,  si  impedirian  que  se  Uegue  aun 
mas  lejos  con  otras  formas  de  barbarie  en  el  laboratorio 
y  de  explotacion  humana,  evitando  asi  que  esto  se 
convierta  en  la  norma. 
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En  tiempos  dificiles, 
buscamos  fortaleza  en  el  Senor 


a  mayoria  de  ustedes  recibiran  este  ejemplar  de  NC  Catholics 
durante  la  Semana  Santa,  la  temporada  mas  sagrada  del  ano 
liturgico.  El  Jueves  Santo,  Jesus  lavo  los  pies  de  sus  discipulos  y  les  dijo  -  Pues 
siyo,  el  Sehory  el  Maestro,  les  he  lavado  los  pies,  tambien  ustedes  deben  lavarse 
los  pies  los  unos  a  los  otros.  Les  he  puesto  el  ejemplo,  para  que  hagan  lo  mismo  que  yo  he 
hecho  con  ustedes  yuan  13  u  15)  El  Viernes  Santo,  nuestro  Senor  Jesus  sufrio  y  murio,  y  en  el 
Domingo  de  Pascua  resucito  entre  los  muertos,  asegurandonos  que  la  Luz  conquisto  a  la 
oscuridad  y  que  el  sufrimiento  y  la  muerte  no  tienen  poder  sobre  nosotros. 


El  servicio  humilde  y  el  ejemplo  de  Jesus  el  Jueves 
Santo,  nos  desafia  de  forma  particular  en  vista  de  la  actual 
crisis  economica  en  nuestro  Estado  y  en  toda  la  nacion. 
Se  que  muchas  personas  en  nuestra  Diocesis  de  Carolina 
del  Norte  y  en  todo  el  pais,  estan  pasando  por  tiempos 
extremadamente  dificiles  debido  a  la  crisis  economica. 
Un  numero  sin  precedentes  de  personas  han  perdido  sus 
trabajos,  estan  desempleados,  o  tienen  miedo  de  perder 
sus  trabajos,  tambien  existe  la  preocupacion  por  perder  los 
hogares,  el  seguro  medico  y  los  salarios. 

Nuestras  oficinas  de  Catholic  Charities  a  lo  largo  de 
la  Diocesis  continuan  sus  esfuerzos  para  servir  a  miles 
de  personas  cada  ano.  En  muchos  casos,  aquellos  que 
han  trabajado  como  voluntarios  alguna  vez,  ahora  forman 
parte  de  la  clientela  debido  a  la  crisis  economica.  En  el 
ano  2008,  un  total  de  32.575  personas  recibieron  ayuda 
alimenticia  a  traves  de  las  seis  oficinas  de  Catholic  Chari- 
ties de  la  Diocesis.  La  despensa  mas  grande  del  condado, 
CPO,  distribuyo  775  toneladas  de  alimentos  para  los  mas 
necesitados  el  ano  pasado.  Solo  durante  el  mes  de  enero 
2009,  un  25%  adicional  de  personas  recibieron  asis- 
tencia  en  comparacion  con  el  ano  pasado,  pero  gracias 
a  Dios,  tambien  aumento  el  numero  de  voluntarios  en  un 
porcentaje  similar.  En  medio  de  este  caos  economico,  los 
fieles  catolicos  de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh  estan  viviendo  lo 
que  San  Pablo  nos  dijo  que  hicieramos  "Ayudense  unos  a 
otros  a  llevar  sus  cargas,  y  asi  cumpliran  la  ley  de  Cristo" 

(Galatas  6:2) 

Nuestra  Diocesis  no  es  inmune  a  esta  turbulencia 
economica,  puesto  que  los  aumentos  de  sueldos  que 
reciben  los  empleados  de  la  Diocesis  han  sido  congelados 
hasta  el  2010.  Nuestros  dedicados  sacerdotes  y  religio- 
sos  estan  de  acuerdo  con  esta  decision.  No  se  contratara 
a  nuevo  personal  sin  revision  previa  en  los  puestos  que 
estan  actualmente  disponibles  y  otros  articulos  en  el  presu- 
puesto  han  sido  congelados.  Ademas,  muchas  de  nuestras 
parroquias  estan  pasando  por  situaciones  similares  y  es 
por  eso  que  debemos  enfocamos  en  lo  que  necesitamos 


y  en  los  servicios  que  son  mas  importantes  para  nosotros 
en  estos  momentos. 

En  medio  de  esta  incertidumbre  economica,  incluso  los 
mejores  economistas  no  tienen  una  respuesta  inmediata 
para  solucionar  esta  turbulencia  financiera.  Sin  embargo, 
podemos  buscar  ayuda  espiritual  en  nuestra  fe  catolica. 
Los  objetos  temporales  de  este  mundo  no  les  brindaran 
paz  y  esperanza  eterna.  Las  cosas  etemas  de  este  mundo, 
el  cuerpo  y  la  sangre  de  nuestro  Senor  Jesus  en  la  Eu- 
caristia,  la  Palabra  de  Dios  en  la  Sagrada  Escritura  y  la 
ensenanza  de  la  Iglesia  son  garantes  de  la  paz  y  de  la  es- 
peranza eterna.  San  Pablo  escribio  sobre  la  esperanza  en 
tiempos  de  incertidumbre  "Y  no  solo  en  esto,  sino  tambien 
en  nuestros  sufrimientos,  porque  sabemos  que  el  suf- 
rimiento produce  perseverancia;  la  perseverancia,  entereza 
de  caracter;  la  entereza  de  caracter,  esperanza.  Y  esta 
esperanza  no  nos  defrauda,  porque  Dios  ha  derramado  su 
amor  en  nuestro  corazon  por  el  Espiritu  Santo  que  nos  ha 

dacfO."(Romanos  5:3-5) 

Para  aquellos  que  presencian  el  impacto  de  la  crisis 
economica  y  se  preguntan  que  pueden  hacer  para  ayudar, 
podemos  recurrir  a  las  palabras  de  nuestro  Senor  Jesus 
—  Porque  tuve  hambre,  y  ustedes  me  dieron  de  comer; 
tuve  sed,  y  me  dieron  de  beber;  fui  forastero,  y  me  dieron 
alojamiento;  necesite  ropa,  y  me  vistieron;  estuve  enfermo, 
y  me  atendieron;  estuve  en  la  carcel,  y  me  visitaron."  (Mateo 
25:36-37)  Despues  Jesus  dijo:  "Les  aseguro  que  todo  lo 
que  hicieron  por  uno  de  mis  hermanos,  aun  por  el  mas 
pequeno,  lo  hicieron  por  mi"  (Mateo  25:40)  Como  catolicos, 
nos  ensenaron  a  ver  el  rostro  del  Senor  Jesus  en  cada 
una  de  las  personas  que  encontramos,  en  especial,  en  los 
pobres  y  en  los  pobres  de  espiritu. 

Para  todos  los  afectados  por  la  crisis  economica,  sepan 
que  estan  en  mis  oraciones  diarias;  para  los  que  pierden  las 
esperanzas  debido  a  las  circunstancias,  les  pido  que  confien 
en  Nuestro  Senor  Jesucristo  quien  es  nuestra  fortaleza  y  la 
base  de  nuestras  vidas.  En  palabras  de  San  Pablo  "todo  lo 
puedo  en  Cristo  que  me  fortalece"  (Ripenses4:i3) 


spiritual  fitness 


The  road  to  hope 

how  do  we  deal  with  discouragement 


n  the  Wednesday  after  Eas- 
ter, the  Church  reads  from 
the  Gospel  of  Luke,  Chapter 
24:  13-35.  This  is  the  story  of 
dejected  disciples  leaving  Jerusalem.  They 
seemingly  have  witnessed  the  destruction 
of  their  hope  as  they  saw  Jesus  dying  on 
the  cross.  Shocked  and  in  grief,  they  seek 
to  leave  Jerusalem  and  all  their  friends. 


When  we  are  disheartened  and  discouraged,  in  our  anger 
and/or  confusion,  what  do  we  do?  The  first  thing  we  often 
do  is  to  turn  away  from  God.  We  say,  "I  prayed  and  prayed 
and  nothing  happened."  Therefore,  we  reason,  "God  isn't 
there;  or  God  doesn't  care."  We  are  severely  disillusioned! 
Often  we  turn  away  from  the  source  of  life  and  from  friends 
because  our  expectations  weren't  met  the  way  we  expected 
or  anticipated  or  believed. 

One  of  the  reasons  the  Holy  Spirit  inspired  this  event  to 
be  recorded  in  Scripture  is  to  address  our  pain  of  dashed 
hopes  and  torn  dreams.  The  disciples  said,  "But  we  had 
hoped  that  He  was  the  one  to  redeem  Israel."  Luke  24:21 
They  had  followed  Jesus  for  some  time,  had  become  fairly 
convinced  that  He  was  the  Messiah,  but  when  Jesus  died, 
their  hopes  for  earthly  release  from  their  enemies  were 
dashed.  "We  had  hoped,"  they  said!  But  now,  Jesus  is  dead! 
"Our  hope  is  useless,"  they  reasoned.  How  did  they  express 
that  sense  of  despair?  They  left  the  community  that  Jesus 
had  formed,  the  people  who  had  heard  Jesus  preach  and 
had  believed  in  what  He  taught.  People  often  do  that  -  in 
times  of  difficulty,  they  go  back  to  the  familiar.  "We're  out 
of  here,"  as  we  would  say  today.  How  many  of  us  do  that? 
We  were  attracted  by  the  Gospel  at  one  point,  maybe  drawn 
to  follow  the  Lord  more  closely.  We  had  dreams  of  what  we 
could  do,  accomplish  for  God,  for  His  people.  To  be  a  good 
husband,  a  good  wife,  a  mother,  a  father,  a  true  friend,  an 
educator,  a  missionary,  a  priest,  a  sister,  an  athlete,  a  scien- 
tist, a  . . .  there  are  so  many  dreams.  What  has  happened  to 
them?  Why  didn't  we  follow  through? 

This  Scripture  shows  us  that  even  when  our  dreams  and 
hopes  meet  a  seemingly  insurmountable  road  block,  that 
it  is  never  too  big  for  God.  He  comes  looking  for  us  just 
as  He  did  with  the  disciples.  "What  is  this  conversation 
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that  you  are  holding  with  one  another  as  you  walk?"  These 
disciples  were  not  seeking  Jesus.  They  were  angry  and  in 
pain  because  their  hopes  had  been  dashed.  They  had  turned 
away  from  God,  but  God  did  not  turn  away  from  them!  He 
pursued  them  and  so  He  does  with  you.  He  meets  us  where 
we  are.  He  comes  to  us  even  when  we  are  running  away 
from  Him.  But  the  disciples  were  not  easily  convinced.  "Our 
hope,  the  one  in  whom  we  trusted  is  dead  now  for  three 
days.  Women  said  they  had  seen  Him  ..."  You  can  hear  the 
turmoil,  the  confusion  and  their  response  is  disbelief.  He  is 
dead.  Hope  is  useless.  (How  many  times  do  we  turn  away 
when  we  need  to  persevere;  how  many  times  does  God 
pursue  us  and  we  don't  listen  or  recognize  Him?) 

But  Jesus  does  come  to  the  disciples  and  He  who  is  the 
Word  speaks  the  Word  that  gives  Life:  "O  foolish  men  and 
slow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have  spoken  ..." 


Exercise 


Right  now,  as  you  sit  in  your  chair 
reading  this  article,  Jesus  wants  to  come 
to  you  through  His  Word.  Wherever  you 
are  hopeless,  have  given  up,  can  see  no 
way  through  or  out,  God  desires  to  impart 
hope  that  you  are  not  alone,  that  He  is 
with  you  and  cares  about  your  circum- 
stances and  will  give  you  a  way  through  or 
out  of  them  if  you  put  your  trust  in  Him. 
He  shows  us  two  ways  to  regain  our  hope: 


1 Jesus  explains  the  Scriptures 
to  these  disheartened  dis- 
ciples. God  told  us  He  would  not  leave 
us  orphan,  that  He  would  give  us  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  enlighten  -  just  as  He  did  those 
confused  and  bewildered  followers  of  the 
first  century.  Read  the  Gospel  passage 
slowly  (Luke  24: 13-35)  and,  as  you  read,  say 
to  the  Lord,  "Enlighten  my  mind;  help  me 
understand  the  power  of  Your  Word  to 
comfort,  to  console,  to  challenge  and  convict  me;  give  me 
the  grace  to  apply  Your  Word  to  my  current  circumstances. 
Yes,  it  is  very  good  to  read  a  good  commentary,  attend  a 
Bible  study,  grow  in  your  understanding  of  Gods  Word, 
but  also,  in  faith,  know  that  God  who  knows  the  number 
of  hairs  on  your  head  is  here  to  guide  you.  Sometimes  He 
speaks  through  insight  or  through  a  conversation  with  a 
good  friend  or  a  pastors  words  or  trusted  counselors.  Use 
all  that  God  provides,  especially  when  making  major  deci- 
sions. But  first  of  all,  God  wants  to  increase  your  faith  that 
He  loves  you,  cares  about  you  and  wants  to  strengthen  you 
in  hope  -  sometimes,  right  in  the  middle  of  the  storm.  He 
will  enlighten  you  through  His  Word. 

The  disciples'  hope  was  based  on  earthly  expectations 
-  what  the  Messiah  would  do  to  free  them  from  their 
earthly  oppressors.  But  God's  plan  was  to  lead  them  to  put 


Wherever  you  are 
hopeless,  have 
given  up,  can  see 
no  way  through  or 
out,  God  desires 
to  impart  hope 
that  you  are  not 

alone,  that  He  is  with 
you  and  cares  about 
your  circumstances 
and  will  give  you  a 
way  through  or  out 
of  them  if  you  put 

your  trust  in  Him. 


their  faith  in  Him,  in  who  He  was,  in  who  He  was  for  them. 
God's  goal  was  eternal  life  for  them,  union  with  the  Source 
of  all  hope.  In  your  own  life,  look  at  your  hopes  and  expec- 
tations. Are  they  based  on  Gods  will,  God's  plan  for  you? 
He  wants  more  for  you  than  you  could  ever  hope  for. 

2 The  second  great  grace  that  He  gives  to  these 
downcast  disciples  is  Himself  in  the  Eucharist. 

The  day  is  far  spent  and  Jesus  appears  to  be  leaving  them.  See 
Luke  24:28-29.  What  is  happening  here  is  that  God  is  waiting 
for  an  invitation,  to  be  invited  to  eat  with  them.  That  is  true 
today  as  well.  The  Lord  wants  to  be  invited  into  our  midst, 
our  gathering  of  family  or  friends,  and  most  especially  at  the 
banquet  of  His  Body  and  His  Blood.  It  is  at  the  Eucharist,  at 
the  breaking  of  the  bread  that  they  recognize  Him  for  who 
He  is  -  their  Messiah!  "He  is  not  dead."  "He  is  right  here  with 
us,  now!"  "He  is  risen."  What  a  shock  that 
must  have  been!  "Their  eyes  were  opened." 
Suddenly,  they  knew  the  truth.  Suddenly 
it  all  made  sense.  They  remembered  too, 
"Were  not  our  hearts  burning  within  us  as 
He  explained  the  Scriptures  to  us?"  That 
is  what  God  wants  to  do  for  you  in  the 
Eucharist  -  to  have  your  eyes  opened  and  to 
have  your  heart  burning  within  you  because 
of  the  truth  and  power  of  the  Word  and  the 
Eucharist.  God  wants  to  give  you  the  grace 
to  see  with  the  eyes  of  faith,  to  see  the  truth, 
the  full  truth,  and  to  be  able  to  joyfully  bow 
down  and  worship. 

Bishop  Fulton  Sheen  told  the  marvelous 
story  of  a  young  girl  whose  parish  in  China 
back  in  the  1950s  was  raided  by  enemy  sol- 
diers during  Mass.  The  Eucharist  was  dashed 
to  the  floor.  Everyone  scattered.  Each  night, 
this  little  girl  would  sneak  into  the  church  and 
take  one  host.  (She  had  been  taught  in  school 
that  you  could  only  receive  once  a  day)  There 
were  32  consecrated  hosts  scattered  from  the 
ciborium  and  31  nights  little  Li  was  able  to 
safely  consume  Our  Lord.  On  the  32nd  night,  a  noise  wakened 
one  of  the  sleeping  guards  and  Li  was  martyred  for  her  faith  in 
Our  Lord.  How  strong  is  your  faith?  How  strong  is  mine?  What 
would  I  have  done  if  I  had  been  in  similar  circumstances?  Bishop 
Sheen  said  that  of  all  the  people  he  had  known  in  life  -  many  of 
them  very  famous  -  no  one  had  inspired  his  life  and  faith  as  12- 
year-old  Li.  Let  us  ask  the  Lord  to  increase  our  faith  in  the  greatest 
gift  God  could  ever  give  us  -  Himself  in  the  Eucharist. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  put  your  hope  in  Him  today,  no  matter 
what  you  experienced  in  the  past,  to  trust  Him  today,  to 
draw  near  to  Him  that  He  might  show  you  what  is  most 
important  and  how  to  embrace  His  Will,  with  joy  and  hope. 

-  Sister  Ann  Shields  is  a  renowned  author  and  a  member  of  the  Servants  of  God's 
Love.  Questions  can  be  addressed  to  Sister  Ann  Shields,  Renewal  Ministries, 
230  Collingwood,  Suite  240,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48103. 


Pope  Benedict  has  declared  this  to  be  the  Year 
of  St.  Paul.  In  this  special  report,  we  explore 
some  of  the  facets  of  the  Apostle  to  the 
Gentiles  -  the  man  who,  other  than  Jesus,  is 
most  responsible  for  the  spread  of  Christianity. 


Some  ask,  "Why  is  St.  Paul  considered  an  apostle  if  he 
never  actually  met  Jesus?" 

An  apostle  is  an  appointed  messenger  of  the  founder 
of  a  movement,  a  commissioned  officer  representing  the 
authority  of  the  one  in  whose  name  he  is  sent.  One  does  not 
make  himself  an  aposde;  rather,  one  is  commissioned  by  the 
s\  i  .  ■       •  ■  u      authorities  sending 

One  does  not  make  himself   hm  5 
an  apostle;  rather,  one  is 
commissioned  by  the  authorities 
sending  him. 


The  original 
Twelve  Apostles 
were  commis- 
sioned by Jesus 
■     as  the  College  of 
Apostles,  some- 
times called  The  Twelve.  Paul  shared  in  their  relation- 
ship with  Jesus. 

Saul,  a  Jewish  Pharisee,  had  been  sent  by  his  reli- 
gious authorities  to  stamp  out  what  was  seen  as  a  Jewish 


movement  that  was  deviating  from  orthodox  Jewish 
customs,  regulations  and  laws,  specifically  those  who 
were  following  The  Way  -  the  way  of  Jesus  Christ.  Paul 
had  a  conversion  experience  later  reported  in  the 
Book  of  Acts: 

On  one  such  occasion  I  was  traveling  to 
Damascus  with  the  authorization  and  com- 
mission of  the  chief  priests.  At  midday, 
along  the  way,  O  king,  I  saw  a  light  from 
the  sky,  brighter  than  the  sun,  shining 
around  me  and  my  traveling  compan- 
ions. We  all  fell  to  the  ground  and  I 
heard  a  voice  saying  to  me  in  Hebrew, 
'Saul,  Saul,  why  are  you  persecuting  me? 
It  is  hard  for  you  to  kick  against  the  goad.' 
And  I  said,  "Who  are  you,  sir?' And  the  Lord 
replied,  'I  am  Jesus  whom  you  are  persecuting. 
Get  up  now,  and  stand  on  your  feet.  1  have  appeared 
to  you  for  this  purpose,  to  appoint  you  as  a  servant  and 
witness  of  what  you  have  seen  of  me  and  what  you  will  be 
shown. '  (Acts  26-.12-2&  A  further  account  appears  in  Acts, 
chapter  9. 

In  the  years  that  followed,  Paul  repeatedly  checked 
out  his  teachings  with  the  Christian  leadership  in 
Jerusalem  and  then  went  on  to  establish  a  number  of 
Christian  communities  throughout  Asia  Minor  (todays 
Turkey).  Subsequently,  false  teachers  appeared  among 
them,  particularly  those  who  demanded  that  Christians 
should  observe  the  laws  and  practices  of  the  Pharisees. 
Paul  disputed  them,  claiming  he  shared  the  authority 
and  teachings  of  the  Apostles.  (See  Acts,  chapter  15). 

To  delve  into  the  topic  more  extensively,  you  need 
to  go  to  the  Book  of  Acts,  Chapters  9  and  15;  Pauls 
Letter  to  the  Galatians,  chapters  1  and  2;  and  Pauls 
Second  Letter  to  the  Corinthians,  along 
with  his  letters  to  the  other  churches 
he  founded. 

The  question  "Why  is  St.  Paul 
considered  to  be  an  apostle?"  is 
a  good  one;  it  leads  to  an- 
other important  question  that 
should  be  addressed  to 
all  preachers  and  teach- 
ers: "By  what  author- 
ity do  you  preach  and 
teach?"  Many  claim  to 
be  Christian  preachers 
and  teachers,  but  cannot 
demonstrate  that  they  are 
teaching  what  the  Apos- 
tles taught.  If  St.  Paul  was 
challenged  to  do  so,  and 
successfully  met  the  chal- 
lenge, so,  too,  should  any 
other  professed  Christian 
preacher  and  teacher. 
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For  the  love  of  God 

St.  Paul's  teaching  about  love 


t  the  beginning 
of  St.  Paul's  first 
Letter  to  Timo- 
thy, we  find  St.  Paul's 
calling  and  mission, 
which  he  transmits  to 
Timothy.  Here  are  some 
important  excerpts: 

Paul,  apostle  of  Christ 
Jesus  appointed  by  the 
command  of  God  our 
Savior  and  of  Christ  Je- 
sus our  hope,  to  Timothy 
. . .  When  I  was  setting 
out  for  Macedonia  I 
urged  you  to  stay  on  in 
Ephesus  to  instruct  cer- 
tain people  not  to  spread 
wrong  teaching  or  to  give 
attention  to  myths  and 
unending  genealogies; 
these  things  only  foster 
doubts  instead  of  further- 
ing God's  plan  which  is 
founded  on  faith.  The 
final  goal  at  which  this  in- 
struction aims  is  love,  is- 
suing from  a  pure  heart, 
a  clear  conscience  and 
a  sincere  faith.  Some 
people  have  missed 
the  way  to  these  things 
and  turned  to  empty 
speculation,  trying  to  be 
teachers  of  the  law;  but 
they  understand  neither 
the  words  they  use  nor 
the  matters  about  which 


they  make  such  strong 
assertions. 

I  thank  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord,  who  has  given 
me  strength.  By  calling 
me  into  his  service  he  has 
judged  me  trustworthy, 
even  though  I  used  to  be 
a  blasphemer  and  a  per- 
secutor and  contemptu- 
ous. Mercy,  however,  was 
shown  me,  because  while 
I  lacked  faith  I  acted  in 
ignorance;  but  the  grace 
of  our  Lord  filled  me  with 
faith  and  with  the  love  that 
is  in  Christ  Jesus.  Here  is 
a  saying  that  you  can  rely 
on  and  nobody  should 
doubt:  that  Christ  Jesus 
came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners.  I  myself  am 
the  greatest  of  them;  and 
if  mercy  has  been  shown 
to  me,  it  is  because  Jesus 
Christ  meant  to  make  me 
the  leading  example  of  his 
inexhaustible  patience  for 
all  the  other  people  who 
were  later  to  trust  in  him 
for  eternal  life. 

Who,  then,  can  say 
they  are  such  great 
sinners  that  God  cannot 
love  them?  Only  those 
who  use  sin  as  an  excuse 
to  keep  themselves  away 
from  the  heart  of  God. 


Sometimes,  we  think  of 
St.  Paul  as  being  focused 
on  rules  -  what's  the 
real  story? 

►►  On  the  surface,  St. 
Paul  appears  to  be  edgy, 
tough  and,  well  -  hard- 
nosed.  He  was  not  one  with 
whom  one  easily  relates. 
A  Pharisee  who  famously 
converted  after  the  risen 
Christ  encountered  him  on 
the  road  to  Damascus,  Paul 
lived  with  a  total  commit- 
ment to  love.  He  loved 
Christ  and  he  loved  the  converts 
who  followed  him  in  The  Way.  He 
was  a  doctor  of  the  law,  a  teacher 
of  the  law,  a  Pharisee  who  knew 
the  612  commandments  of  the 
Torah  by  heart.  Later,  as  a  fol- 
lower of  Christ,  Saul  (now  Paul) 
governed  his  life  on  the  love  of 
Christ  and  the  rules  of  love.  In 
Christ,  we  are  to  love  our  selves, 
our  family,  friends,  aliens,  the 
poor,  the  outcast  and,  yes,  even 
our  enemies.  Only  with  God's  love 
can  we  do  all  of  that. 

There  are  those  who  claim 
religion  is  nothing  but  obser- 
vance of  a  lot  of  laws,  rules  and 
regulations.  Many  see  Catholi- 
cism as  nothing  but  a  collec- 
tion of  "Thou  shalt  nots,"  while 
conveniently  overlooking  the 
gentleness  and  compassion  found 


in  the  Church's  members  and  in 
its  great  saints. 

In  his  Epistles,  St.  Paul  writes 
again  and  again  of  love.  In 
Chapter  13  of  his  First  Letter  to 
the  Corinthians,  he  wrote  of  love 
in  words  that  are  read  throughout 
the  centuries  in  countless  wed- 
ding ceremonies:  "If  I  speak  in  the 
tongues  of  men  and  of  angels  . . . 
but  do  not  have  love,  I  am  noth- 
ing." What  follows  is  a  profound 
look  into  what  it  means  to  love. 

Only  one  who  knows  all  about 
love  could  have  written  it. 

Paul,  for  all  of  his  sufferings, 
and  the  toughness  required  to 
endure  them,  was  an  Apostle  of 
the  heart  of  Jesus.  Tough  love 
is,  after  all,  love.  It  is  not  merely 
sentimental  fluff.  It  is  found  in 
commitment,  a  commodity  that 
Hollywood  knows  not  of. 


Did  St.  Paul  hate  women? 

Or  is  he  getting  misunderstood? 

►►  Some  of  St.  Paul's  more  contro- 
versial teachings  revolve  around  the 
concept  of  wifely  submission.  What 
did  he  really  mean? 

St.  Paul's  Letter  to  the  Ephesians  5:21- 
31  really  upsets  folks,  particularly  women. 
In  it,  St.  Paul  wrote:  Wives  should  be  sub- 
ject to  their  husbands  as  to  the  Lord,  since, 
as  Christ  is  head  of  the  church  and  saves 
the  whole  body,  so  is  a  husband  the  head 


of  his  wife;  and  as  the  church  is  subject  to 
Christ,  so  should  wives  be  to  their  hus- 
bands, in  everything.  Husbands  should  love 
their  wives,  just  as  Christ  loved  the  church 
and  sacrificed  himself  for  her. . . 

What  is  overlooked  is  the  burden  laid 
on  husbands  to  sacrifice  themselves  for 
the  sake  of  their  wives.  The  thought  ends 
with  St.  Paul  declaring:  This  is  why  a  man 
leaves  his  father  and  mother  and  becomes 
attached  to  his  wife,  and  the  two  become 
one  flesh. 

As  for  being  subject,  the  verse  just  before 


"Wives  should  be  subject  to  their  hus- 
bands. . ."  is  this:  Be  subject  to  one  another 
out  of  reverence  for  Christ. 

Thus,  St.  Paul  is  misunderstood.  In  St. 
Paul's  thinking,  the  wife  represents  the 
Church  and  men  should  sacrifice  them- 
selves for  their  wives  as  Christ  did  for  His 
bride,  the  Church.  That's  hardly  the  theology 
of  one  who  does  not  care  for  the  dignity  of 
women.  Once  again,  this  demonstrates  the 
problem  many  Bible-quoters  have:  They  fail 
to  see  their  Bible  quotes  in  the  full  contexts 
that  surround  them. 


community 


New  Director/Campus 
Minister  Appointed  for  UNC- 
Wilmington  Newman  Center 

v-  Bishop  Mi- 
chael E  Burbidge 
has  appointed 
Sister  Rosemary  G. 
McNamara,  SU, 
Director  and  Cam- 
pus Minister  at  the 
Newman  Center 
for  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Wilmington,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  search  committee 
and  Reverend  Joseph  G.  Vetter,  Diocesan 
Director  of  Campus  Ministry.  Sisters  ap- 


pointment is  effective  June  1,  2009. 

Sister  Rosemary  McNamara  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Sisters  of  Saint  Ursula,  Rhine- 
beck,  N.Y.  She  previously  served  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  as  Director  of  Social 
Ministry  for  Saint  Mary  Parish,  Wilm- 
ington (1991-1998).  Sister  has  been  a 
campus  minister  at  Emmanuel  College 
in  Boston  and  has  served  as  Treasurer 
of  her  religious  community.  She  holds 
Masters  degrees  in  Divinity  and  Mathe- 
matics Education  and  a  Bachelors  degree 
in  psychology. 

"We  are  pleased  to  welcome  Sister 
Rose  back  to  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  for 
campus  ministry,"  Father  Vetter  said. 
"Sister  has  the  pastoral  and  administrative 


experience  necessary,  a  strong  commit- 
ment to  young  people,  experience  with 
university  life  and  the  added  blessing  of 
many  friends  in  the  Wilmington  area." 
Bishop  Burbidge  extends  his  gratitude  to 
the  Sisters  of  Saint  Ursula  for  their  current 
service  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  as  well 
as  their  commitment  of  Sister  Rose  to  this 
important  ministry. 

Bishop  Burbidge  and  Father  Vetter 
extend  appreciation  to  Mr.  Seung  Beom 
Yu,  who  will  complete  three  years  as 
Director  and  Campus  Minister  at  the 
UNC-W  Newman  Center  at  the  end  of 
May.  Father  Al  Dash  will  continue  to 
provide  part-time  priestly  ministry  to  the 
UNC-W  community. 


things  to  do: 

Vocations  Prayer  Group  for 
Women,  April  1 6,  7p.m.  -  9 
p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathe- 
dral, 219  Edenton  St.,  Raleigh, 
NC  27603.  Single  Catholic 
women  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-45  who  are  committed  to 
praying  for  vocations,  growing 
in  holiness  while  in  the  midst 
of  the  world  and  discerning 
the  call  of  Christ  are  invited  to 
the  Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women.  Thursday  evening 
meetings  will  begin  in  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  with  Adoration 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  7 
p.m.  followed  by  Benediction. 
At  8  p.m.  the  group  will  move 


to  the  Office  of  Vocations  for 
fellowship  and  discussions. 
Meetings  should  end  by  9  p.m. 
Contact  Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger, 
vocations@raldioc.org. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  April  1  8,  9  a.m. -noon 
at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral, 
219  Edenton  St.,  Raleigh, 
NC  27603.  Adult  Catholic 
men  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-48  discerning  a  possible 
call  to  Priesthood  are  invited 
to  the  Priesthood  Discern- 
ment Group  meetings  held 
on  the  third  Saturday  of  each 
month.  If  you  are  just  begin- 
ning to  contemplate  a  vocation, 
or  are  more  serious  about 
a  call  to  priesthood,  please 


consider  attending  this  group. 
The  Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  provides  a  fraternal  en- 
vironment in  which  to  discuss 
your  discernment  of  a  possible 
call  to  Priesthood  with  other 
men  who  are  also  examining 
the  call.  The  group  discusses 
issues  central  to  the  call  and 
does  so  within  the  context  of 
prayer,  presentations  and  dis- 
cussion. The  morning  begins 
with  Mass.  Coffee  and  dough- 
nuts will  be  available  in  the 
Office  of  Vocations  (two  doors 
down  from  the  Cathedral) 
after  Mass.  Morning  Prayer, 
a  discussion/presentation 
about  discernment/Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch 
follow.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

St.  Francis'  Centering  Prayer 
group  presents  An  Introduc- 
tion to  Centering  Prayer 

on  Saturday,  April  1  8,  9a.m. 
-  noon  in  the  Conference 
Room  of  St.  Anthony  Hall  at 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Catholic 
Church  in  Raleigh.  For  more 
information,  contact  Alice 
Stanford  at  919.781 .5860  or 
astanford@nc.rr.com. 

Jamboree,  April  25,  Short 
Journey  Center,  Smithfield. 
This  high  energy  Saturday 
event  is  for  grades  6-8  to 
gather  for  social  action  ac- 
tivities, outdoor  liturgy,  picnic, 
keynote  speaker,  community 
building  and  lots  of  fun!  Cost: 
$40,  youth/adults. 


A  Taste  of  Europe.  The  adult 
choirs  of  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion Church,  Durham,  are  host- 
ing an  evening  of  wine  tasting, 
raffles,  silent  auction,  hors 
d'oeuvres  and  entertainment 
on  Saturday,  April  25th,  7-10 
pm  in  the  Clive  Tree  building 
and  courtyard  of  Immaculate 
Conception  Church,  81 0  W. 
Chapel  Hill  St.  Durham,  NC. 
Tickets  are  $10,  available 
through  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion choir  members  or  at  the 
door.  Each  entry  ticket  also 
includes  one  free  raffle  ticket. 
Additional  raffle  tickets  are  $5 
each,  or  5  for  $20.  For  more 
information,  or  for  info  about 
joining  our  choir  pilgrimage  to 
Austria  in  201 0,  contact  Brian 
Eggers  at  91  9-682-3449. 

Bishop's  Lecture  Series, 

May  8,  7p.m.-9  p.m.  at  St. 
Thomas  More,  940  Carmi- 
chael  St.,  Chapel  Hill,  NC 
27514.  Dr.  Patrick  O'Connell 
will  discuss  Theology  of  the 
Body/Reproductive 
Technologies. 

St.  Mary  Magdalene  Mon- 
archs  in  Motion  5K  Race/ 
Walk,  Saturday,  May  1  6,  8 
a.m.  The  starting  point  is  in  the 
STMM  parking  lot.  Proceeds 
go  to  the  Parish  Building  Fund. 
Last  year's  race  raised  more 
than  $6,000  for  the  parish. 
For  sponsorship/ race/gen- 
eral information,  contact  Mike 
Grace  at  mike5kGrace@gmail. 
com  or  91  9.349.4543.  You 
can  also  visit  STMM.net. 


Upcoming  events  at  Avila  Retreat  Centei 

71 1  Mason  Road,  Durham  2771 2.  To  register  or  for 
more  information,  call  91 9.477.1  285. 

►►  Weekend  for  Engaged  Couples,  April  24-26, 
Friday  7  pm  -  Sunday  noon.  Contact  Linda  Bedo,  Marriage  Preparation 
and  Enrichment  Consultant,  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  at  9 1 9-82 1  -9753. 

►►  Having  a  Mary  Heart  in  a  Martha  World,  Tuesday,  April  28, 
9:30  am  -  2:30  pm.  "Come  and  see,"  Jesus  said.  See  how  Chris- 
tian action  finds  its  source  at  Jesus'  feet.  Ponder  the  Spirit's  power 
to  bring  you  balance  and  wholeness.  Presenters:  Laurie  Coffman 
has  been  Pastor  of  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  in  Durham 
for  1 4  years.  A  listener  for  the  heartbeat  of  God,  she  thrives  on 
contemplative  spirituality,  social  justice  and  finding  meaning  in  thin 
places.  Dr.  Ann  Stalings  Smith  is  the  Minister  of  Nurture  at  Duke 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  She  loves  to  study  the  Bible  in 
small  groups,  and  is  a  Stephen  leader.  Donation:  $30. 
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St.  Bernadette  Breaks 
Ground  for  Expansion 


On  March  22,  St.  Bernadette  Catholic  Church  in 
Fuquay-Varina  broke  ground  for  a  Parish  Learning  Center, 
the  first  stage  of  a  phased  expansion  of  the  parish  cam- 
pus. The  Learning  Center  is  expected  to  be  completed  in 
November  and  will  provide  much  needed  space  for  faith 
formation  classes  and  parish  meetings.  The  next  phase  will 
be  expansion  of  the  church  building,  followed  by  a  second 
learning  center,  a  family  life  center  and  a  free-standing  cha- 
pel for  Eucharistic  Adoration. 

The  Reverend  Monsignor  David  D.  Brockman,  Vicar 
General  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  presided  at  the  liturgy  for 
the  groundbreaking.  John  Byrne,  mayor  of  Fuquay-Varina  and 
a  St.  Bernadette  parishioner,  was  master  of  ceremonies  at 
the  groundbreaking,  joined  by  other  civic  officials.  A  Mexican 
meal  was  prepared  by  Hispanic  parishioners.  Fr.  Mark  Betti, 
Pastor  of  St.  Bernadette,  praised  the  support  of  all  his  parish- 
ioners for  the  ongoing  expansion.  "The  spectacular  growth 
of  the  Catholic  population  in  this  area  has  been  a  challenge," 
he  said,  "but  also  an  opportunity,  and  our  members  have 
responded  generously  with  their  time,  talent  and  treasure." 


Diocesan  Director  of  Vouth 
and  Voung  Adult  Ministry 


The  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  NC,  a  growing,  vibrant  diocese,  is  seek- 
ing candidates  for  the  position  of  Director  of  Youth  and  Young 
Adult  Ministry.  Responsibilities  include  assisting  parishes  by  devel- 
oping, coordinating  and  administering  an  effective  and  compre- 
hensive ministry  for  both  junior  and  senior-high  youth  and  young 
adults.  The  Director  also  provides  leadership  to  and  supervision  of 
staff  members  and  volunteers  involved  in  this  ministry.  He/she 
works  to  assist  youth  and  young  adults  in  strengthening  their  com- 
mitment to  Jesus  Christ  and  His  Church.  Requirements  include  a 
master's  degree  in  pastoral  ministry,  theology  or  related  fields,  and 
a  minimum  of  five  years  ministry  experience.  Bilingual  skills 
(English  and  Spanish)  preferred. 

Interested  candidates  are  invited  to  send  a  cover  letter  and  re- 
sume to:  Sr.  Rose  Marie  Adams,  IHM,  Director  of  Evangelization 
and  Catechesis,  Catholic  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  715  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606. 


Students  Hit  the  Boards  at 
STMM  Chess  Challenge 

More  than  1 00  students  from  seven 
Diocesan  schools,  as  well  as  home- 
schoolers,  participated  in  the  ninth  annual 
St.  Mary  Magdalene  Chess  Challenge 
Saturday,  March  7. 

Students  from  as  far  west  as  Burlington 
traveled  to  the  one-day  tournament,  which 
began  bright  and  early  at  9  a.m.,  and  was 
finished  by  2  p.m.  Five  rounds  of  play  in 
grade-level  groups  from  kindergarten  to 
eighth  grade  were  mixed  with  breakfast 
and  lunch  breaks  and  the  final  presentation 
of  trophies  at  the  end  of  a  busy  day. 

While  most  students  are  part  of  chess 
teams  at  their  respective  schools,  not  all 
participants  are  able  to  benefit  from  such 
routine  play  and  coaching.  Fifth-grader 
Kyle  Grauer,  from  Blessed  Sacrament 
School  in  Burlington,  has  participated  in 
the  tournament  for  the  last  several  years, 
but  is  not  currently  part  of  a  team.  Accord- 
ing to  his  father,  Kyle's  motivation  and  de- 
termination make  up  for  any  coaching  he 
may  not  receive.  "He's  ready  for  a  coach 
now,  and  we're  happy  he  can  come  here 
every  year  and  meet  other  kids  playing  at 
such  a  high  level,"  Kyle's  dad  says. 

Other  students  were  also  vocal  about 
their  dedication  to  chess.  Fifth-grader 


Chiagoziem  Ngwadom,  from  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  School  in  Raleigh,  sees 
several  positive  sides  to  the  game.  "It's  not 
a  physical  game,"  Ngwadom  says  with  a 
smile,  "but  it's  a  game  that  you  play  with 
your  mind."  Ngwadom  has  been  playing 
since  kindergarten,  and 
credits  a  good  friend  with 
helping  him  become  and 
stay  excited. 

Ngwadom's  classmate 
from  Cathedral  school, 
third-grader  Lloyd  Troop, 
says  that  he  also  has 
been  playing  chess  for 
a  long  time.  According 
to  Troop,  "When  I  am 
playing  chess  I  am  more 
competitive.  I  want  to 
win."  Troop  also  said  that 
playing  chess  is  some- 
thing he  has  always  done 
with  his  father,  who  was 
present  during  the  day  to  offer  support. 

Sixth-grader  Isabel  Perry,  from  St. 
Mary  Magdalene,  says  that  chess  is 
different  from  other  sports.  "It  makes 
you  think  more.  When  you  are  going 
to  move,  you  have  to  think  about  it,  be- 
cause if  you  make  a  bad  move,  that  per 
son  could  get  your  piece,"  Isabel  says. 
She  enjoys  being  on  the  team  because 


she  gets  to  meet  other  chess  players. 

Event  coordinator  Jenny  Kosnik,  who 
has  been  a  part  of  this  annual  tourna- 
ment since  2005,  says  that  even  though 
she  has  not  always  been  a  chess  player, 
it's  something  that  has  her  coming  back 
every  year.  "It  was  the  one 
thing  my  younger  kids 
could  do  at  schoo.  After 
my  first  tournament,  back 
in  2005, 1  was  hooked!" 
Kosnik  says.  She  has  two 
children  who  participate  in 
the  yearly  event. 

Three  ribbons  -  for 
first,  second,  and  third 
place  -  were  awarded 
to  each  grade  level,  in 
addition  to  one  team 
trophy.  Overall  team 
honors  went  to  St.  Mary 
Magdalene  School. Grade 
level  winners  were: 
Kindergarten  -  Jacob  Labaza  (STMM); 
First  grade  -  Andrew  Owens  (STMM); 
Second  grade  -  Alex  Imm  (Cathedral); 
Third  grade  -  Nicholas  Labaza  (STMM); 
Fourth  grade  -  Chris  DiSerafino; 
Fifth/sixth  grade  -  Joey  DiSerafino,  and 
Seventh/eighth  grade  -  Zachary  Ang 
(STMM). 

-  By  Amanda  Cadran  (Photo  by)  Ann  Marie  DiSerafino 
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have  seen  their  nest  eggs  shrink- 
ing. "Our  offertory  is  down,"  she 
says,  "and  requests  for  assistance 
are  up." 

Ms.  Marcelais  praises  St. 
Stephen  as  a  welcoming  church, 
however,  in  hard  times  as 
well  as  good  ones.  "We  have  a 
strong  sense  of  community  and 
hospitality,"  she  says,  recalling 
her  own  arrival  at  the  parish 
years  ago.  "Our  Pastor  would 
ask  new  members  to  stand  up 
and  be  recognized  at  the  end  of 
Mass,"  she  says.  "After  Mass,  a 


"Catholics  Take  Care 
of  Each  Other" 


St.  Stephen  the  First  Martyr,  Sanford 


The  town  of 
Sanford  sits 
where  white 
beach  sand 
from  the  coast  meets  the 
reddish  clay  of  the  Pied- 
mont. Thus,  it  has  the  right  ingredients  to  be  a  large  producer 
of  clay  bricks.  In  1959,  Sanford  produced  10  percent  of  the 
bricks  in  the  United  States  and  was  named  "Brick  Capital  of 
the  USA."  Three  years  later,  Bishop  Vincent  S.  Waters  dedi- 
cated a  Catholic  church  there.  It  was  made  of  brick,  of  course, 
and  named  after  the  patron  saint  of  bricklayers,  St.  Stephen, 
the  First  Martyr. 


St.  Stephen  merged  two  exist- 
ing parishes  in  Sanford.  The 
older,  St.  Marcella,  had  been 
established  as  a  mission  of  Fay- 
etteville  in  1933.  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes,  where  Catholics  of  Af- 
rican Ancestry  worshipped,  had 
been  in  operation  since  1942. 
(An  interesting  note:  Bishop 
Fulton  Sheen  took  an  interest  in 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  and  was  a 
benefactor.  He  gave  the  church 
his  chalice,  which  is  now  owned 
by  the  Diocese.) 

The  current  St.  Stephen 
Church,  also  of  brick,  was  dedi- 
cated by  Bishop  F  Joseph  Gos- 
sman  in  2005.  According  to  St. 
Stephens  Pastor,  Fr.  Steve  Carl- 
son, the  community  envisions  a 


new  church  on 
the  prop- 
erty, with 
the  present 

church  being  converted  into  a 
parish  social  hall.  At  the  mo- 
ment, he  says,  there  isn't  space 
for  large  indoor  gatherings,  a 
noticeable  need  in  a  parish  of 
around  1,400  families.  The 
congregation  is  about  half  His- 
panic and  half  Anglo,  with  the 
Anglo  half  comprising  mostly 
retirees.  The  economy  has  had  a 
significant  impact  on  both  these 
groups,  according  to  Parish  Ad- 
ministrator Cindy  Marcelais:  The 
Hispanics  have  suffered  from  the 
slowdown  in  the  construction 
industry,  and  some  of  the  retirees 


St  Stephen 
the  First  Martyr, 
Sanford 

901  N  Franklin 
Dr,  Sanford,  NC 

919.776.1532 


woman  came  up  to  me  and  said 
she  worked  at  the  local  phar- 
macy, and  to  be  sure  to  stop 
in.  We  Catholics  have  to  take 
care  of  each  other,'  the  woman 
said.  'There  aren't  so  many  of  us 
down  here.'" 

Fr.  Carlson 
speaks  to  a 
challenge 
1  facing  many 
parishes  in 
the  Diocese 
with  large  His- 
panic populations: 
unity.  'There  are  Anglo 
and  Hispanic  members  who 
embrace  the  idea  of  working 
and  worshipping  together,"  he 
says,  "and  there  are  segments 
of  both  groups  who  prefer,  for 
a  myriad  of  reasons,  to  stay 
separate.  What  the  Church 
teaches  is  that  our  core  iden- 
tity is  Catholic  -  as  St.  Paul 
says,  There  is  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  there  is  neither  slave 
nor  free  ...  for  you  are  all  one 
in  Christ  Jesus.'  Our  challenge 
is  to  live  that." 
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"Best  in  Fair"  for  St.  Mark  Student 


Brittany  Williams,  a  seventh-grader  at  St.  Mark 
Catholic  School  in  Wilmington,  won  the  Wayne 
Hanson  Best  in  Fair  award  for  her  science  project  at 
the  Southeast  Regional  Science  Fair.  The  regionals 
include  all  the  public  schools  through  high  school  in  an 
eight-county  region,  and  are  held  annually  at  UNC-W. 
This  year,  there  were  2 1 6  students  in  grades  3- 1  2 
registered,  representing  57  public  and  private  schools.  Wlliams'  project  also 
won  first  place  in  the  physical  science  junior  division.  St.  Mark  eighth-grader 
Tatum  Jacaruso  was  a  second-  place  winner  in  the  biological  science  junior 
division.  Both  students  advanced  to  the  state  competition. 

St.  Mary  Magdalene  Students  Collect  Pajamas 


Please  pray  for  these  deceased 
priests  during  the  upcoming  months 


In  February,  fourth-graders  at  St.  Mary 
Magdalene  Catholic  School  in  Apex  collected 
new  pajamas  and  bedtime  story  books  for  local 
foster  children.  Under  the  leadership  of  Lynne 
Lachetta,  President  of  the  NC  Chapter  of 
The  Pajama  Program,  a  nationally  recognized 
501 C  organization,  the  students  organized  and 
advertised  the  collection,  which  netted  more  than  1 00  pairs  of  pj's  and  raised 
awareness  of  the  needs  of  foster  children  in  their  community.  "Many  of  these 
children  never  owned  their  own  pair  of  pajamas,"  said  fourth-grade  Language 
Arts  and  Religion  teacher  Mrs.  Theresa  DiBenedetto.  "Many  times,  they  are 
placed  in  foster  homes  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  sleep  in  the  clothing  on 
their  backs."  Mrs.  DiBenedetto  said  the  students  gained  an  awareness  of  how 
many  children  lack  basic  items  that  luckier  youngsters  take  for  granted. 


April 

Rev.  Chan  H.  Chase,  1997 
Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Griffin,  1931 
Rev.  James  H.  Tevlin,  1966 
Rev.  Corbin  W.  Ketchersid,  2003 
Rev.  James  F.  Keenan,  1988 
Rev.  Joseph  F.  Gallager,  1946 
Rev.  Francis  J.  McCourt,  1982 
Rev.  Howard  V.  Lane,  1967 

May 

Rev.  Eugene  P.  Carroll,  1937 
Rev.  Henri  Blanc,  1972 
Rev.  Joseph  F.  Bumann,  1989 
Rev.  William  T.  McShea,  1973 
Msgr.  Michael  Francis  O'Keefe,  1994 
Most  Rev.  William  J.  Hafey,  1954 


June 

Msgr.  John  Roueche,  2000 
Rev.  Edward  L.  Gross,  1963 
Rev.  Hugh  Kennedy,  1968 
Rev.  Philip  B.  Edelen,  1944 


Rev.  Walter  F.  Higgins,  1981 
Msgr.  Cornelius  Murphy,  1954 
Rev.  Guido  John  Carcich,  2002 
Rev.  Michael  W.  Murphy,  1990 
Rev.  Herman  Bosschermuller,  1966 
Msgr.  Charles  Gable,  1977 
Rev.  James  A.  Manley,  1940 


Rev.  C.  Ralph  Monk,  1985 
Rev.  John  J.  Harper,  2003 
Rev.  James  J.  Noonan,  1992 
Most  Rev.  George  E.  Lynch,  2003 
Rev.  John  A.  Beshel,  1955 


Rev.  Msgr.  James  R.  Jones,  2008 
Rev.  Michael  A.  Jordan,  S.J.,  1999 
Rev.  Nicholas  Listen,  1955 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Gallagher,  1931 
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This  is  a  lifestyle  centered 
around  helping  you  stay  as 
strong  and  independent  as 
possible.  With  someone  else 
|iS      ™     doing  the  chores,  you  have 
\|  mi  the  time  to  really  enjoy 

B^^^™H»i     yourself.  You  can  exercise, 
learn  a  new  hobby,  join  a 
book  club,  volunteer,  visit  the  spa  —  you're  truly 
free  to  live  the  life  you  love. 

Visit  us  today,  or  call  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 
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HOME  MISSION 
SOCIETY 


If  you  would  like  to 
make  a  donation  to  the 
Home  Mission  Society, 
please  send  your  gift  to: 
Michael  Pedley,  Director  of 
Stewardship  and  Institutional 
Advancement,  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  Home  Mission 
Society,  715  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606. 


The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  Home  Mission  Society 

The  Home  Mission  Society  was  established  to  provide  funding  for  the 
construction  and  furnishing  of  mission  churches  and  chapels  in  the 
mission  areas  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The  Home  Mission  Society 
is  our  participation  in  the  Gospel  mandate  to  proclaim  the  Good 
News  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  and  works  toward  establishing 
Catholic  churches  throughout  the  small  towns  and 
rural  areas  of  Eastern  Northern  Carolina. 


ROMAN  CATHOLIC 
DIOCESE  OF  RALEIGH 


How  may  I  contribute: 

You  can  help  this  ministry  by  including  it  in  your  will  using  the 
following  suggested  wording: 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  his  successors 

in  office  percent  of  my  estate  [or  the  sum  of$  ,  or  a 

specific  piece  of  property]  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  Home  Mission  Society 

You  should  speak  to  your  attorney  regarding  how  this  might  fit  into  your  estate  plan. 
For  more  information,  please  call  (919)  821-9721  or  email:  mike.pedley@raldioc.org 


please  recycle 


TEENS  TELL  WHY  THEY  SEEK 

CONFIRMATION 


In  this  Easter  Season,  the  Sacrament  of 
Confirmation  is  frequently  celebrated  in  the 
parishes  and  deaneries  throughout  the  Diocese. 
It  is  a  deep  joy  for  me  as  Bishop  to  confirm  our 
youth  and  young  adults  and  seal  them  with  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  through  the  imposition  of  hands  and  the 
anointing  with  the  sacred  chrism. 


As  a  custom,  I  meet  with 
the  candidates  prior  to  the 
Confirmation  and  am  always 
inspired  by  their  exuberant 
love  for  Our  Lord  Jesus  and  His 
Church.  As  Catholics,  they  are 
usually  in  the  minority  within 
their  school  communities  and 
circles  of  friends.  Thus,  I  am 
edified  to  see  the  great  witness  of  our  Confirmation 
candidates  as  they  proudly  profess  their  faith 
and  acknowledge  their  desire  and  intention  to 
be  confirmed  in  Christ  Jesus.  To  all  of  us  who 
are  baptized  and  confirmed  in  Christ  they  are  a 
reminder  of  the  call  to  share  our  love  for  the  Lord 
with  others  and  to  be  proud  of  the  gift  of  our  holy 
Catholic  faith. 

At  every  celebration  and  as  I  write  to  you  now, 
I  join  the  newly-confirmed  in  thanking  God  for 
bestowing  the  gift  of  faith  upon  them  and  for 
His  abiding  presence  through  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  We  also  express  gratitude  to  the  parents 
who  nourish  the  seeds  of  faith  and  help  their 
children  to  grow  in  their  intimate  relationship 
with  the  Lord.  Special  thanks  are  also  given  to 
the  sponsors  who  are  chosen  because  of  their 
great  example  of  living  and  practicing  the  faith. 
Deep  appreciation  is  also  extended  to  the  pastors, 
deacons,  religious,  pastoral  administrators, 
faith  formation  directors  and  catechists  for  their 
generous  service  in  supporting  and  assisting 
our  youth  and  young  adults  in  their  ongoing 
formation.  You  are  gifts  to  our  candidates,  to  the 
Diocese  and  to  the  Church! 

We  also  celebrate  the  fact  that  many  adults 
were  baptized,  confirmed  and  received  First 
Eucharist  at  the  Easter  Vigil  and  within  this 
joyful  season.  It  was  a  privilege  to  celebrate  the 
Sacrament  of  Confirmation  for  22  university  and 
college  students  who  are  members  of  our  Catholic 
campus  ministry  programs.  As  we  rejoice  in  the 
confirmation  of  our  youth,  young  adults,  and 
adults  we  recognize  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  truly 
alive  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh! 

We  also  use  this  special  time  in  the  life  of  our 


We  Celebrate  the  Gift 
of  the  Holy  Spirit 


Diocese  to  recall  the  teaching  of  the  Church 
regarding  the  Sacrament  of  Confirmation  (Catechism 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  1285-1321).  The  Sacraments  of 
Baptism,  Confirmation  and  Holy  Eucharist  are 
the  Sacraments  of  Initiation.  The  Sacrament  of 
Confirmation  brings  an  increase  and  deepening  of 
baptismal  grace.  Both  can  be  received  only  once, 
for  they  imprint  "on  the  soul  an  indelible  spiritual 
mark,  the  'character',  which  is  the  sign  that  Jesus 
Christ  has  marked  a  Christian  with  the  seal  of 
His  spirit  .  .  .  with  power  from  on  high  to  be  His 
witnesses"  U304). 

"The  effect  of  the  sacrament  of  Confirmation 
is  the  full  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  once 
granted  to  the  apostles  on  the  day  of  Pentecost" 
(1302)  The  graces  of  Confirmation  are  the  same 
as  those  experienced  by  the  Apostles:  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  evangelize,  charisms  to  build 
the  community,  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  daily  life,  fuller  membership  in  a 
loving  community  and,  finally,  holiness  of  life  in 
the  Spirit.  The  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (wisdom, 
understanding,  counsel,  fortitude,  knowledge, 
piety  and  fear  of  the  Lord)  and  the  graces  of 
Confirmation  help  us  to  be  true  witnesses  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  word  and  action. 

All  of  us  baptized  and  confirmed  in  Christ  are 
daily  called  to  be  such  witnesses  of  the  Risen 
Lord.  We  must  help  others  recognize  His  abiding 
presence  through  the  holiness  and  integrity  of 
our  lives  and  the  generous  service  we  offer  to  the 
community  and  those  in  most  need.  With  God's 
grace,  may  the  example  of  our  lives  let  everyone 
know  that  we  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  are 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  and  are  on  fire  with  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit! 
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John  "Vic"  Gournas  to  Be  Ordained 
to  the  Transitional  Diaconate 

On  June  6  at  St.  Luke  the  Evangelist  Church 
in  Raleigh,  John  Victor  "Vic"  Gournas  will  be 
ordained  to  the  Transitional  Diaconate,  the  final 
step  in  a  seminarians  journey  before  ordination 
to  the  priesthood. 

Gournas  is  a  Raleigh  native  and  the  son  of 
Johnny  and  Helen  Gournas.  He  has  two  older 
sisters,  Liz  and  Toni.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gour- 
nas have  passed  away  but  Toni  Davis  and  her 
family  live  in  Raleigh;  Liz  Taylor  currently 
resides  in  Blue  Springs,  Mo.,  with  her  family. 

Gournas  grew  up  in  Raleigh  and  attended 
schools  in  the  North  Hills  area  -  starting  at  EC 
Brooks  Elementary.  He  graduated  from  Sander- 
son High  School.  In  1984,  he  graduated  from 
NC  State  University  with  a  bachelor  of  science 
degree  in  textiles  and  a  minor  in  quality  control. 
He  received  his  master's  of  science  degree  in  tex- 
tiles with  a  minor  in  statistics  in  1987  also  from 
NC  State. 

After  college,  he  worked  in  various  roles 


St.  Francis  Parish 

blesses  ground 

for  three  new  buildings 

The  Catholic  Commu- 
nity of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
in  Raleigh  blessed  ground 
March  22,  on  land  that  will 
accommodate  additions  to 
its  growing  campus.  The 
approximately  $1  0  million 
project  includes  three  new 
buildings  and  a  main  drop- 
off portico.  Construction  will 
begin  shortly  on  Our  Lady  of 
the  Angels  Chapel,  the  Assisi 
Community  Center  and  the 
Elizabeth  Hall  Early  Child- 
hood Learning  Center. 

The  structures  will  be 
"green,"  utilizing  a  "whole- 
building"  approach  that 
includes  sustainable  site 
development,  water  savings, 
energy  efficiency,  material 
selection  and  indoor  environ- 
mental quality. 

The  Assisi  Community 
Center  will  serve  as  the  hub 
of  social,  athletic  and  cultural 
activities.  It  will  include  a 


gymnasium,  senior 
center,  youth  room, 
kitchen,  reception 
area  and  lounge. 

Our  Lady  of  the 
Angels  Chapel  will 
provide  a  small, 
simple,  sacred  space 
in  the  heart  of  the 
parish  campus  where 
daily  Eucharist  will  be 
celebrated.  Faith  For- 
mation and  Franciscan 
School  students  will 
pray  there.  Meditation, 
centering  prayer,  ro- 
sary and  other  prayer 
groups  will  also  gather 
there  for  prayer.  This 
chapel  also  will  be  ide- 
al for  parish  retreats, 
small  weddings,  funerals  and 
liturgical  prayer. 

The  Early  Childhood 
Learning  Center  expan- 
sion will  accommodate  the 
parish's  pre-school  needs, 
and  enable  young  parents 
to  serve  in  parish  ministries. 
The  center  will  include  five 
new  classrooms,  a  work- 


room, a  conference  room, 
office  area  and  a  teacher 
lounge. 

The  blessing  of  the  ground 
was  conducted  by  The 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge.  The  project  is 
scheduled  to  be  completed 
and  dedicated  on  Pentecost 
Sunday,  2010. 
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within  the  textiles  apparel  industry  with 
companies  such  as  Russell  Athletics,  Bassett 
Walker  Knitting  -  sales  to  Nike  Inc.,  and 
Jasper  Textiles.  Vic  lived  in  various  places: 
Alabama,  Virginia,  New  York  City  and 
North  Carolina. 

Gournas  remembers  wondering  all  along 
about  the  priesthood.  "As  a  young  man," 
he  says,  "I  remember  a  priest  who  instilled 
in  me  an  appreciation  for  the  priesthood. 
Although  I  was  attracted  to  the  virtues  of 
this  holy  vocation,  I  was  not  sure  that  God 
was  calling  me.  1  wanted  to  attend  univer- 
sity and  find  a  career  and  maybe  marriage. 
I  would  later  realize  that  God  was  call- 
ing me  to  marriage,  but  the  bride  was  the 
Church. 

"After  spending  time  developing  a  career 
I  was  moved  to  become  more  involved  in 
the  Church.  God  used  this  period  to  draw 
me  toward  the  idea  of  the  priesthood  as  a 
vocation  -  especially  when  I  began  earnestly 
spending  time  reading  and  praying  over  the 
sacred  Scriptures.  Gods  Word,  as  well  as 


a  number  of  people  placed  in  my  life  -  all 
with  a  wonderful  love  for  Gods  people  and 
the  Church  -  began  to  transform  my  life. 

"A  few  years  later  my  mother  was  diag- 
nosed with  emphysema.  I  became  her  care- 
giver. My  mothers  gift  to  me  during  this 
time  was  a  realization  of  the  beauty  of  the 
self-giving  love  required  when  caring  for  the 
sick.  The  time  spent  by  my  mothers  bedside 
re-affirmed  my  commitment  to  accept  God's 
gracious  gift  of  priesthood." 

Gournas  attended  Saint  Marys  Seminary 
and  University  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  from  the 
fall  of  2005  until  the  fall  of  2007,  when  he 
transferred  to  Saint  Charles  Borromeo  Semi- 
nary in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  After  his  ordination 
in  June,  he  will  serve  a  summer  assignment 
as  a  Deacon  at  Saint  Catherine  of  Siena  Parish 
in  Wake  Forest.  He  will  also  join  a  mission 
trip  to  Honduras  with  Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger. 
In  the  fall,  he  will  return  to  Saint  Charles 
Borromeo  Seminary  for  one  more  academic 
year,  while  he  continues  his  preparation  for 
Ordination  to  the  priesthood. 


New  Spiritual  Life  Center 
for  St.  Peter,  Greenville 

►>  On  March  27,  St.  Peter's  Catholic 
Church  in  Greenville  broke  ground  for  a  new 
Spiritual  Life  Center.  The  25,000-square- 
foot  facility  will  incorporate  a  portion  of  the 
existing  Parish  Hall  and  feature  a  large  meet- 
ing area  sufficient  to  seat  approximately  400. 
It  will  house  a  state-of-the-art  kitchen.  The 
first  floor  also  will  provide  a  nursery,  a  music 
room  and  Peter's  Way  for  religious  articles 
and  books.  In  addition,  the  St.  Vincent  DePaul 
Society,  which  provides  food,  clothing  and 
other  assistance  to  the  needy  of  Pitt  County, 
will  now  have  sufficient  space.  The  sec- 


ond floor  will  have  large  and  small  meeting 
rooms,  particularly  for  the  youth  of  the  parish, 
evangelization  and  many  other  parish  organi- 
zations. Some  offices  and  adequate  storage 
space  also  will  be  supplied. 

The  need  for  the  new  facility  has  been 
great,  according  to  St.  Peter's  pastor,  Fr. 
Justin  Kerber,  CP.  There  are  more  than  37 
meetings  and  activities  of  church  organiza- 
tions and  support  groups  occurring  through- 
out each  month.  "I've  been  elated,"  Fr. 
Kerber  said,  "over  the  success  of  the  capital 
campaign  and  the  overwhelming  cooperation 
of  the  parishioners  in  raising  the  $2.3  million 
cost  of  this  project."  Anticipated  completion 
of  the  Spiritual  Life  Center  is  Dec.  27,  2009. 


Third  Installment 
in  Bishop's  Lecture 
Series  Scheduled 
for  May  29 

►►  Dr.  Patrick  O'Connell 
will  deliver  the  third  presen- 
tation in  the  2008-2009 
Bishop's  Lecture  Series  on 
May  29th  from  7-9  pm  at 
St.  Thomas  More  Church  in 
Chapel  Hill.  Dr.  O'Connell, 
an  internist  with  the  Duke 
University  Health  System, 
will  speak  on  John  Paul  ll's 
Theology  of  the  Body  as  it 
pertains  to  issues  such  as  in 
vitro  fertilization  and  sterility. 

In  his  first  talk,  "a  super- 
condensed"  version  of 
Theology  of  the  Body"  Dr. 
O'Connell  said  he  hopes 
to  impart  "a  fundamental 
understanding  of  John 
Paul's  view  of  human  sexu- 
ality, and  its  implications 
for  married  couples."  In  his 
second  talk,  the  doctor  will 
discuss  treatments  avail- 
able for  infertility,  which 
ones  are  incompatible  with 
Catholic  teaching,  and  why, 
and  which  treatments  are 
completely  morally  accept- 
able. "Some  of  this  mate- 
rial can  be  very  scientific," 
Dr.  O'Connell  said,  "so  I 
want  to  make  this  portion 
of  the  evening  as  practical 
and  useful  as  possible  for 
infertile  couples." 


Spiritual  reading  conference 
in  Spanish  draws  hundreds 


►►  On  March  28,  at  St.  Mary  Catholic  Church  in  Goldsboro,  more  than 
200  Spanish-speaking  Catholics  from  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  gathered  for 
a  conference  on  reading  and  praying  the  Bible,  or  Lectio  Divina.  The  goal  of 
the  free  gathering,  according  to  Fr.  Carlos  Arce,  Diocesan  Vicar  for  Hispan- 
ics,  was  twofold:  First,  to  train  participants  in  the  method  of  Lectio  Divina; 
and  second,  to  charge  the  participants  to  train  others.  "We  hope  that  each 
participant  can  teach  this  method  of  worship  to  ten  others,"  Fr.  Arce  said. 

The  impetus  for  this  evangelization  effort  comes  most  recently  from 
the  Latin  American  Bishops,  who,  at  their  meeting  in  Aparecida,  Brazil, 
in  2007,  emphasized  the  importance  of  integrating  Scripture  and  prayer. 
An  organization  based  in  Miami,  Lectionautas,  has  taken  as  its  mission 
the  propagation  of  Lectio  Divina,  and  two  members  of  that  mission  led 


the  training  in  Goldsboro.  Every  attendee  was  given  a  Spanish  Bible  and 
materials  for  learning  the  basics  of  this  method  of  worship. 

Lectio  Divina  is  a  traditional  Catholic  practice  of  prayer  and  Bible  read- 
ing intended  to  bring  one  closer  to  God  and  to  increase  one's  knowledge 
of  His  Word.  Lectio  is  typically  practiced  daily  for  one  continuous  hour. 
A  selection  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  chosen  ahead  of  time,  often  the 
Gospel  reading  for  that  day.  First,  one  reads  the  scriptural  passage  slowly 
and  attentively  several  times.  One  may  write  down  words  in  the  passage 
that  attract  one's  attention  during  this  moment. 

Next,  one  thinks  about  the  passage  or  one  of  its  words,  putting  oneself 
in  God's  presence  and  trusting  in  the  Holy  Spirit  to  impart  spiritual  under- 
standing of  the  sacred  text.  Christian  to  grasp  the  revelation  contained  in 
the  Scripture.  This  is  followed  by  an  opening  of  the  heart  to  prayer  and  an 
internal  conversation  with  God.  Eventually  this  prayer  becomes  contem- 
plation -  a  simple,  wordless,  loving  focus  on  God.  The  last  element  of 
/ecf/b  is  action,  namely  sharing  this  method  of  prayer  with  others. 
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Each  month,  NC  Catholics  will  report  on  various  initiatives 
and  activities  throughout  the  Diocese  to  incorporate  the 
Jubilee  Year  of  St.  Paul  into  the  spiritual  formation  of  the 
faithful.  Watch  this  space!  If  you  know  of  Pauline  events 
occurring,  send  information  and  or  pictures  to  NC  Catholics  by 
e-mailing  reece@raldioc.org. 


Closing  liturgy  for  the  Year 
of  St.  Paul 

The  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop 
of  Raleigh,  will  conclude  the 
Jubilee  Year  of  St.  Paul  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  with  a  Mass 
at  St.  Paul  Catholic  Church, 
New  Bern,  on  June  28  at  1  1 
a.m.  A  reception  will  follow. 

"All  Paul"  in  the  Albemarle 

W  On  March  28,  the  Diocesan 
Office  of  Evangelization  and 
Catechesis  presented  All  About 
Paul  Day  in  the  Albemarle 
Deanery  at  Holy  Family  Church 
in  Elizabeth  City.  Participants 
learned  about  Saint  Paul 
from  speakers  including  Paul 
Covington,  a  graduate  student 
of  Scripture  at  the  University 


of  Dallas,  and  Robert  Jones, 
director  of  the  Catechetical 
Institute  and  Office  for  Evan- 
gelization in  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh. 

Pope  Benedict  on  St.  Paul 

NJ»  An  online  seminar  from 
Catholic  Distance  University 
runs  May  1  8  -  June  8.  The 
seminar  will  focus  on  Pope 
Benedict  XVI's  basic  texts, 
speeches,  homilies  and  address- 
es on  St.  Paul.  Required  Text: 
Pope  Benedict  XVI:  St.  Paul, 
USCCB,  2008.  Instructor: 
Fr.  Bevil  Bramwell,  OMI,  PhD. 
Cost:  $1 39,  non-credit  continu- 
ing education.  Register  online 
at  www.cdu.edu  or  by  phone: 
1 .888.254.4238.  Registration 
Deadline:  May  1  1 . 


All  About  Paul  Day  in  the  Albemarle  Deanery.  Left  to  right,  Fr.  Jim  Buch- 
holz,  Pastor  of  Holy  Family  Church  in  Elizabeth  City;  featured  speaker 
Paul  Covington;  Fr.  Doug  Reed,  Pastor  of  St.  Anne  Church  in  Edenton. 


"Then  let  us  no  longer  judge  one  another,  but 
rather  resolve  never  to  put  a  stumbling  block  or 
hindrance  in  the  way  of  a  brother"  (Romans  14:13). 


In  2009,  NC 
Catholics  Have 
been  active  on 
behalf  of  life 

Faithful  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  have 
been  involved  in  a  vari- 
ety of  pro-life  activities 
during  2009,  according 
to  the  Diocesan  Office 
for  Peace  and  Justice: 

Freedom  of  Choice 
Act  (FOCA)  Follow- 
up.  During  the  final 
two  weekends  of  January,  many  parishes  in  the 
Diocese  completed  a  postcard  campaign  against 
FOCA.  More  than  54,000  postcards  were  mailed 
to  Washington,  D.C.  The  faithful  can  continue  to 
stay  attuned  to  developments  on  this  act,  as  well  as 
send  e-mails,  at 

www.usccb .  org/prolife/issues/FOCA/index.  shtml . 

Lent  2009-  40  Days  for  Life.  During  Lent, 
many  parishes  participated  in  40  Days  for  Life, 
praying  at  abortion  clinics,  individually  or  in 
groups,  at  parishes,  or  in  homes  to  end  abortions 
and  for  non-violence  in  our  country  and  world. 

Child  Abuse  Prevention  Month.  April  was 
National  Child  Abuse  Prevention  Month.  The 
Secretariat  of  Child  and  Youth  Protection  compiled 
a  number  of  materials  for  use  at  the  Diocesan  and 
parish  levels. 

North  Carolina  Second  Chance  Alliance. 
The  NC  Second  Chance  Alliance  is  calling  on  the 
NC  General  Assembly  (House  Bill  H527,  Senate 
Bill  S496)  to  establish  a  study  commission  to  ex- 
amine the  barriers  facing  those  who  were  formerly 
incarcerated  or  have  criminal  records.  We  can  no 
longer  afford  to  pour  our  resources  and  dollars 
into  a  revolving  door  criminal  justice  system.  We 
need  to  offer  people  an  opportunity  to  live  lives  of 
dignity  once  they  have  served  their  sentences.  For 
more  information  and  to  get  involved  in  the  NC 
Second  Chance  Alliance,  contact  Louisa  Warren  at 
the  NC  Justice  Center  by  phone  919.856.2183  or 
by  e-mail  at  louisa@ncjustice.org. 

Moratorium  on  the  Death  Penalty  in  North 
Carolina.  Now  is  the  time  to  contact  your  state 
representatives  on  this  respect  life  issue.  Visit 
www.pfadp.org  and  find  out  more.  Click  on  "Take 
Action"  to  learn  and  join  your  voice  in  solidarity 
with  a  growing  list  of  city  governments,  agencies, 
people  and  organizations.  The  Holy  See  has  reiter- 
ated its  long-stated  opposition  to  capital  punish- 
ment, this  time  calling  it  "not  just  a  negation  of  the 
right  to  life,  but  also  an  affront  to  human  dignity." 
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Catholics  confront  global  poverty 

Recently  the  United  States  Conference 
of  Catholics  Bishops  and  Catholic  Relief 
Services  launched  the  much-anticipated 
Catholics  Confront  Global  Poverty  initiative. 
Bishop  Howard  J.  Hubbard,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  International  Justice  and 
Peace  at  the  USCCB,  announced  the  launch 
and  urged  Catholics  around  the  country  to 
join  the  effort. 

The  two-year  nationwide  effort,  inspired 
by  Pope  Benedict  XWs  2009  World  Day  of 
Peace  Message,  "Fight  Poverty  to  Build  Peace," 
calls  on  1  million  Catholics  to  confront  global 
poverty  by  learning  about  it  and  taking  action 
to  defend  the  life  and  dignity  of  the  poor.  The 
initiative  focuses  on  seven  issues  that  are  key  to 
confronting  global  poverty: 

1  increasing  and  improving  international 
assistance 

:  strengthening  international  peacekeeping 
and  peace  building 

■  reforming  U.S.  trade  and  agricultural 
policies 

:  completing  debt  relief 

■  addressing  global  climate  change 

supporting  transparency,  participation  and 
consent  of  local  communities  in  natural 
resource  extraction,  and 
•  addressing  the  root  causes  of  migration. 


There  are  several  ways  that  members  of  the  Dio- 
cese of  Raleigh  can  participate  in  this  program: 

Sign  up.  Individuals  and  Groups  (parishes, 
schools,  etc.)  can  sign  up  to  be  part  of  1 
million  Catholic  voices  raised  up  to  confront 
global  poverty.  (See  Web  site  address  below.) 
Encourage  social  concerns  committees  and 
parishioners  to  read,  utilize  and  publicize 
available  materials. 
•  Join  Bread  for  the  World,  a  partner  organiza- 
tion of  the  USCCB.  For  more  infoomnation 
go  to  www.bread.org. 

■  Pray:  for  people  throughout  the  world  seek- 
ing to  rise  from  the  indignities  of  poverty  . . . 
for  U.S.  policies  that  can  help  make  it  happen 
...  for  all  who  stand  in  solidarity  with  the 
world's  poor. 

8  Learn  more  about  Catholic  Social  Teaching, 
U.S.  economic  policies  and  the  poor. 
Educate  people  in  your  parish  and  com- 
munity about  Catholic  Social  Teaching,  U.S. 
economic  policies  and  the  world's  poor. 

■  Advocate  by  contacting  your  elected  officials 
to  make  the  case  for  trade,  aid  and  debt 
policies  that  overcome  poverty  and  promote 
development  for  impoverished  people.  Ask 
the  question:  How  will  the  decisions  of  U.S. 
policy-makers  impact  the  poor,  both  in  the 
United  States  and  overseas? 

Go  to  www.usccb.org/sdwp/globalpoverryy 
for  more  information  about  this  campaign! 


Diocesan  faithful  generously  support  foreign  missions 

Parishioners  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  donated  $162,368.52  in  2008  to  support  the 
work  of  31  missionary  organizations  and  foreign  dioceses  in  need.  The  amount  set  a  new 
diocesan  record  for  the  annual  appeal,  which  is  conducted  in  about  45  percent  of  the  par- 
ishes in  the  Diocese. 

Each  year,  the  Diocese  invites  representatives  from  Missionary  Orders  and  poor  Dioceses 
to  make  a  weekend  appeal  at  a  designated  parish.  Father  Robert  J.  Kus,  Diocesan  Director 
for  Pontifical  Mission  Societies  and  chair  of  the  Diocesan  Missionary  Cooperation  Plan,  said 
the  Diocese  receives  requests  from  approximately  150  organizations  each  year,  but  can  ac- 
commodate between  30  and  35. 

The  missionaries  come  for  a  weekend  to  speak  during  the  Masses  at  their  assigned  parish. 
The  collection  taken  up  at  the  Masses  of  each  participating  parish  is  then  combined  and 
divided  equally  among  the  religious  organizations  and  foreign  dioceses.  Father  Kus  said  last 
years  collections  provided  approximately  $5,000  for  each  organization. 

"The  people  that  these  missionaries  represent  are  the  poorest  of  the  poor,"  Father  Kus 
said.  "They  don't  have  benefactors  whom  they  can  call  on  to  help  provide  for  their  needs. 
They  are  totally  at  the  mercy  of  the  generosity  of  people  in  our  country  and  in  other  devel- 
oped countries.  They  are  most  grateful  for  the  support  we  can  provide." 

Father  Kus  said  his  committee  has  recently  reviewed  this  year's  applications  and  is  now  in 
the  process  of  extending  the  2009  invitations.  The  2009  Missionary  Cooperation  Plan  will 
focus  on  the  Indian  subcontinent,  but  will  include  groups  from  all  over  the  world. 


Cathedral  School  wins 
international  award 

On  March  3 1 ,  the  makers  of 
Inspiration  Software  announced 
that  Cathedral  School  and  its  media 
specialist,  Kim  Seder,  had  been  chosen 
as  one  of  three  Gold  Star  winners  of 
the  2008-09  Inspired  Visual  Learning 
Awards.  The  Inspired  Visual  Learning 
Awards  recognize  three  Gold  Star  and 
12  Silver  Star  schools  for  creatively 
using  the  company's  visual  learning 
software  tools  -  Inspiration®,  Kidspira- 
tion®  and  InspireData®  -  in  their  class- 
rooms. More  than  220  entries  from  1 1 
countries  competed  in  the  inaugural 
year  of  this  award  program. 

All  1 5  winners  receive  a  new  Intel- 
powered  convertible  classmate  PC. 
donated  by  Intel  Corp.  The  three  Gold 
Star  winners  also  receive  $2,500  to 
support  professional  development 
and/or  classroom  technology  pur- 
chases; a  10-pack  volume  license  for 
one  of  Inspiration  Softwares  visual 
learning  software  tools,  along  with  the 
supporting  lesson  plan  books;  and  a 
six-month  Atomic  Learning  training 
videos  subscription.  Inspiration's  and 
Cathedral's  award-winning  site  can  be 
seen  at  wwwinspiredleamingcommu- 
nity.  com/home. 

Death  of 
Sister  Eileen 
Malloy, 
CS.C 

Sister  Eileen 
Malloy  (formerly 
Sister  John  Mary) 
died  March  23  at  her  home  in  Mis- 
souri Valley,  Iowa.  She  was  bom  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  1933.  Sister 
Eileen  was  a  teacher  for  34  years, 
including  five  years  at  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  School  in  Raleigh.  Sister's 
funeral  service  was  March  30  at  Our 
Lady  of  Loretto  Church  and  interment 
was  at  Our  Lady  of  Peace  Cemetery, 
Saint  Marys,  Notre  Dame,  Ind. 
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Verbal  engineering  and  the 
swaying  of  public  conscience 

Jt  ver  the  years,  a  number 

jj         M  of  unjust  laws  have 
M        W  come  to  be  replaced  by 

^^arS  more  just  ones.  Laws 
overturning  the  practice  of  slavery,  for  example, 
were  a  significant  step  forward  in  promoting  justice 
and  basic  human  rights  in  society.  Yet,  in  very 
recent  times,  unjust  and  immoral  laws  have,  with 
increasing  frequency,  come  to  replace  sound  and 
reasonable  ones,  particularly  in  the  area  of  sexual 
morality,  bioethics  and  the  protection  of  human 
life.  Whenever  longstanding  laws  are  reversed,  and 
practices  come  to  be  sanctioned  that  were  formerly 
forbidden,  it  behooves  us  to  examine  whether  such 
momentous  legal  shifts  are  morally  coherent  or  not. 


Concerns  about  moral  coherence  have  always 
influenced  the  crafting  of  new  laws,  as  they  did 
in  1879  when  the  state  of  Connecticut  enacted 
strong  legislation  outlawing  contraception, 
specified  as  the  use  of  "any  drug,  medicinal  article 
or  instrument  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
conception."  This  law,  like  the  anti-contraception 
laws  of  various  other  states,  was  in  effect  for  nearly 
90  years  before  it  was  reversed  in  1965.  It  codified 
the  longstanding  dictate  of  the  public  conscience 
that  contraception  was  harmful  to  society  because 
it  promoted  promiscuity,  adultery  and  other  evils. 
It  relied  on  the  nearly  universal  sensibility  that 
children  should  be  seen  as  a  help  and  a  blessing 
to  society,  and  that,  as  Joseph  Sobran  puts  it,  "a 
healthy  society,  however  tolerant  at  the  margins, 
must  be  based  on  the  perception  that  sex  is 
essentially  procreative,  with  its  proper  locus  in  a 
loving  family." 

Such  a  view  had  been  remarkably  deeply 
ingrained  in  Western  society  for  millennia. 
Interestingly  until  as  late  as  the  1930s,  all 
Protestant  denominations  agreed  with  Catholic 
teaching  condemning  contraception.  Not  until 
the  1930  Lambeth  Conference  did  the  Anglican 
Church,  swayed  by  growing  societal  pressure, 
announce  that  contraception  would  be  allowed 
in  some  circumstances.  Soon  after,  the  Anglicans 
yielded  entirely,  allowing  contraception  across 
the  board.  Since  then,  every  major  Protestant 
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-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the  di- 
rector of  education  at 
the  National  Catholic 
Bioethics  Center  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
(www.ncbcenter.org) 


denomination  has  followed  suit,  even  though  their 
founders,  including  Luther,  Calvin  and  Wesley,  had 
all  unhesitatingly  condemned  contraception  and 
insisted  that  it  violated  the  right  order  of  sexuality 
and  marriage.  Today,  it  is  only  the  Catholic  Church 
which  teaches  this  traditional  view. 

How  is  it  that  modern  times  have  seen  such 
a  striking  reversal  of  this  ancient  view  of  the 
moral  unacceptability  of  contraception?  How  is 
it  that  our  age  continues  to  witness  a  seemingly 
endless  stream  of  legislative  activity  that  promotes 
contraception  through  exorbitant  government 
funding  initiatives  in  nearly  every  major  country 
of  the  world,  with  American  taxpayers  providing, 
for  example,  more  than  $260  million  of  Planned 
Parenthood's  total  income  for  2004?  Can 
something  almost  universally  decried  as  an  evil 
in  the  past  suddenly  become  a  good,  or  is  such  a 
legislative  reversal  indicative  of  a  significant  misuse 
of  law  and  of  a  collective  loss  of  conscience  on  an 
unprecedented  scale? 

Whenever  widespread  social  engineering  of 
this  magnitude  occurs,  it  is  invariably  preceded 
by  skillful  verbal  engineering.  The  late  Msgr. 
William  Smith  observed  that  the  argument  about 
contraception  was  basically  over  as  soon  as 
modern  society  accepted  the  deceptive  phrase, 
"birth  control"  into  its  vocabulary.  "Imagine  if  we 
had  called  it,  life  prevention',"  he  once  remarked. 
The  great  Gilbert  Keith  Chesterton  put  it  this 
way:  "They  insist  on  talking  about  birth  control 
when  they  mean  less  birth  and  no  control,"  and: 
"Birth  control  is  a  name  given  to  a  succession  of 
different  expedients  by  which  it  is  possible  to  filch 
the  pleasure  belonging  to  a  natural  process  while 
violently  and  unnaturally  thwarting  the  process 
itself." 

Fast  on  the  heels  of  such  seismic  cultural 
shifts  over  contraception  was  even  more  radical 
legislation  permitting  abortion-on-demand.  Since 
the  early  1970s,  such  legislation  has  effectively 
enabled  the  surgical  killing  of  1  billion  human 
beings  worldwide  who  were  living  in  the  peaceful 
environment  of  a  womb.  Here  too,  sophisticated 
verbal  engineering  was  necessary,  since  nobody 
could  reasonably  expect  the  abortion  ethic  to 
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Strength  in  the  Lord 


Sister  Mary  Isaac  Koenig 
Receives  Service  Award 

►>  On  April  25,  Sister  Mary 
Isaac  Jogues  Koenig,  S.U.,  who 
has  been  serving  at  St.  Mary 
Parish  in  Wilmington  for  many  years,  received  the 
Alumni  Service  to  the  Community  Award  from 
Marquette  University  in  Milwaukee.  Her  citation 
read,  "Part  caseworker,  part  religious  representa- 
tive, Sister  Isaac  is  often  called  'the  Mother  Teresa 
of  Wilmington,  N.C  Through  her  ministry,  Tileston 
Social  Outreach,  she  has  provided  food,  financial 
assistance,  shelter,  clothing,  comfort,  a  welcoming 
smile  and  a  listening  ear  to  North  Carolina's  work- 
ing poor  for  nearly  25  years." 


advance  by  saying,  "Lets  kill  the  kids."  Many 
things  simply  cannot  be  achieved  when  it  is  clear 
to  everyone  what  is  going  on;  obfuscation  is 
essential. 

The  growing  child  in  the  womb  was  thus  recast 
as  a  "mass  of  tissue"  or  a  "grouping  of  cells." 
The  abortion  procedure  itself  was  re-described 
as  "removing  the  product  of  conception"  or 
"terminating  a  pregnancy"  or  simply,  "the 
procedure."  Those  who  were  "pro-choice" 
obfuscated  as  to  what  the  choice  was  really 
for.  As  one  commentator  put  it,  "I  think  a 
more  realistic  term  would  be  'pro-baby 
killing'." 

Euphemism,  of  course,  has  a  serious 
reason  for  being.  It  conceals  the  things 
people  fear.  It  is  defensive  in  nature, 
offsetting  the  power  of  tabooed  terms  and 
otherwise  eradicating  from  the  language 
those  matters  that  people  prefer  not  to  deal 
with  directly.  A  healthy  legislative  process, 
however,  will  abstain  from  euphemism  and 
obfuscation,  zeroing  in  on  truth  and  moral 
coherence.  It  will  safeguard  and  promote  an 
enlightened  public  conscience,  particularly 
when  crafting  laws  dealing  with  the  most 
foundational  human  realities  like  sexual 
morality,  bioethics  and  the  protection  of 
human  life. 


Send  your  questions  to 

"Since  you  asked ..." 

7 1 5  Nazareth  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 
Or: 

reece@raldioc.org 


When  I  was  interviewing  young  people 
for  this  months  cover  story  on  Con- 
firmation, I  found  their  answers  to 
one  question  particularly  interesting.  I 
asked,  "What  was  the  toughest  part  of  preparing  to  be 
confirmed?"  One  said  "commitment"  -  the  program  re- 
quired a  lot  of  activities  over  a  long  time.  Another  said, 
"Trying  to  remember  that  God  is  always  with  me."  A 
third  said,  "Picking  a  saint  for  my  Confirmation  name." 

It  struck  me  that  all  of  these  tasks  -  commitment,  trust  in  the  Lord  and 
choosing  the  ideals  that  form  our  identity  -  are  lifelong  tasks.  They  are  the 

very  sort  of  tasks  that  draw  on  the  strength  and  grace  of  Confir- 
mation. One  of  the  teens  spoke  about  her  happiness  at  becom- 
ing a  "full-fledged  adult"  in  the  Church.  What  adults  learn, 
in  all  aspects  of  life,  perhaps  especially  in  the  spiritual  realm, 
is  that  greater  freedom  demands  a  more  secure  and  realistic 
sense  of  self,  and  the  commitment  to  make  sacrifices  in  the 
pursuit  of  ideals.  The  young  people  who  spoke  to  me 
seemed  eager  to  meet  that  challenge,  aware  of  their 
dependence  on  the  Lord  and  confident  in  His  help. 

Another  young  person  featured  this  month,  Amy 
Hutton,  showed  the  same  kind  of  fortitude.  When 
she  realized  at  age  18  that  she  was  pregnant,  she 
placed  her  baby's  well  being  ahead  of  her  own  emo- 
tions. You  can  read  her  story  on  page  20. 
And  don't  miss  pages  14-15.  Although  Easter  is 
past,  the  Church  observes  the  Easter  Season  until 
Pentecost,  May  31.  With  that  in  mind,  we're  re- 
membering Holy  Week  with  images  of  the  liturgies 
and  events  of  that  week  from  various  churches  in 
our  Diocese.  We're  grateful  to  various  photographers 
who  generously  donated  their  time  and  talents  for 
this  feature. 

I  wanted  to  remind  readers  again  about  the  Stations 
Project  I  initiated  in  our  Lenten  issue.  Does  one  Station  of  the 
Cross  speak  especially  to  you?  Please  write  a  brief  reflection 
on  that  Station  and  send  it  to  me.  I'm  hoping  to  feature  reader 
reflections  in  NC  Catholics  in  Lent  2010.  Several  readers  have 
responded  already,  but  there  is  still  room  for  more. 


Richard  Reecc  is  the  editor  of  NC  Catholics. 


Thanks  for  your  letters  and  comments.  You  can 

send  them  to  71  5  Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  or  reece@ 
raldioc.org 


J 
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Last  month,  we  reviewed  the  document  on  the  Sacred 
Liturgy,  Sacrosanctum  Concilium.  The  primary  aim  of 
this  document  was  twofold  -  to  enable  the  faithful 
to  rediscover  the  treasures  of  the  Church's  liturgy, 
which  is  the  "source  and  summit"  of  the  Church's  life,  and  to 
lead  us  to  a  more  "full,  conscious,  and  active  participation  in 
liturgical  celebrations."  The  greatest  of  the  Church's  liturgical 
celebrations  is  the  Mass;  therefore,  the  Constitution  on  the 
Liturgy  gives  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  it. 


The  unchanging  Liturgy 

In  order  to  bring  about  "full, 
conscious  and  active  participation" 
during  the  Mass,  Sacrosanctum  Concilium 
introduced  several  revisions  in  the 
Rite  of  the  Mass  that  have  affected  the 
way  in  which  the  Mass  is  celebrated. 
It  is  important  to  stress,  however,  that 
the  Second  Vatican  Council  did  not 
change  the  essence  of  the  Mass.  The 


Mass  celebrated  today  is  the  same  Mass 
celebrated  by  the  Apostles;  it  is  the 
sacramental  representation  of  Jesus' 
sacrifice  on  the  cross  -  allowing  us  to 
participate  in  these  saving  events  by 
making  them  present  to  us.  The  essence 
of  the  Mass  can  never  change,  because 
Our  Lord  Himself  instituted  it.  However, 
the  way  in  which  the  Mass  is  celebrated 
is  subject  to  revision. 


What  is  participation? 

Before  we  take  a  closer  look  at  the 
revisions  instituted  by  Sacrosanctum 
Concilium,  we  must  try  to  gain  a  better 
understanding 

The  Church 
recognizes 
that  we  are 
both  body 
and  soul,  and 
authentic  wor- 
ship requires  the 
use  of  both. 


of  this  "full, 
conscious, 
and  active 
participation" 
to  which  the 
Church  is 
inviting  each 
one  of  us. 
Many  have 
misinterpreted 
this  phrase  to 
mean  merely 
external 

displays  of  participation,  such  as  vocal 
responses,  physical  gestures,  reading 
at  Mass  or  carrying  the  gifts  to  the 
altar.  However,  these  external  forms  of 
participation  should  lead  to  a  deeper 
internal  participation,  by  which  one 
is  conscious  of  the  mysteries  that  are 
made  present  at  the  Mass.  The  Church 
recognizes  that  we  are  both  body  and 
soul,  and  authentic  worship  requires 
the  use  of  both.  Therefore,  what  we  do 
with  our  bodies,  whether  it  be  through 
our  voices,  our  postures  or  actions, 
should  reflect  the  engagement  of  both 
mind  and  heart  in  the  mysteries  taking 
place  in  the  liturgy. 

Changes  in  the  celebration: 
The  constitution's  decrees 

In  order  to  foster  the  internal  and 
external  participation  necessary  for  us 
to  fully  reap  the  fruits  of  the  Mass,  the 
constitution  issued  some  important 
decrees: 

p-P"  Simplifying  the  rituals:  The  Rite 
of  the  Mass  was  revised,  omitting  those 
rites  which  "with  the  passage  of  time 
came  to  be  duplicated,  or  were  added 
with  little  advantage,"  while  restoring 
other  rituals  which  had,  "through 
accidents  of  history,"  been  lost,  (sc  50) 
Mfc*  More  Scripture  readings:  "The 
treasures  of  the  Bible  are  to  be  opened 
up  more  lavishly  so  that  a  richer 
fare  may  be  provided  for  the  faithful 
at  the  table  of  Gods  word."  (sc  511 
This  resulted  in  a  three-year  cycle 
of  readings,  rather  than  a  one-year 
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cycle;  a  second  reading  before  the 
Gospel;  and  the  introduction  of  the 
responsorial  psalm. 

►►  Greater  emphasis  on  the  homily: 

The  homily  is  the  means  by  which 
"the  mysteries  of  faith  and  the  guiding 
principles  of  the  Christian  life  are 
expounded  from  the  sacred  text  during 
the  course  of  the  liturgical  year." 
►►  Reinsertion  of  the  Prayer  of  the 
Faithful:  This  ancient  Christian  custom 
takes  place  after  the  homily  and  just 
before  the  Liturgy  of  the  Eucharist.  Here, 
the  faithful  pray  for  the  needs  of  the 
Church,  civil  authorities,  the  salvation 
of  the  world,  all  those  in  need,  and  the 
special  needs  of  the  local  community. 

Eucharist: "...  the  faithful  should 
receive  the  Blessed  Sacrament  consecrated 
at  that  Mass."  This  is  "a  more  perfect  form 
of  participation  in  the  Mass." 

One  single  act  of  worship:  The 
Mass  is  made  up  of  two  parts  -  the 
Liturgy  of  the  Word  and  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Eucharist.  These  two  parts  are  "so  closely 
connected  with  each  other  that  they  form 
one  single  act  of  worship."  Therefore, 
there  is  an  emphasis  on  the  importance 
of  being  present  for  the  entire  Mass, 
especially  on  Sundays  and  holy  days. 

The  primary  purpose  of  all  these 
decrees  was  to  encourage  us  to  participate 
more  fully  and  to  be  actively  engaged, 
both  internally  and  externally  in  the  Mass, 
which  is  the  supreme  act  of  worship  and 
the  "source  and  summit  of  Christian  life." 
By  reading  this  beautiful  document,  may 
we  be  inspired  to  participate  in  this  great 
act  of  worship  in  such  a  way  that  we  give 
perfect  praise  to  our  Father. 


The  celebration 
of  the  Mass 
through  the  centuries 


►►  While  the  appearance  of  the 
liturgy  has  changed  a  great  deal,  the 
essential  elements  remain  intact.  Gen- 
erally, the  development  of  the  liturgy 
from  the  Last  Supper  to  its  present 
form  may  be  divided  into  five  stages: 

Early  Church: 

33  A.D.  -  Christ  celebrated  the  Last 
Supper  with  his  Apostles.  The  entire 
liturgy  of  the  Church  is  derived  from 
this  simple  meal  at  which  Our  Lord 
fulfilled  the  Jewish  Passover  by  insti- 
tuting the  eucharistic  sacrifice. 
1 00  A.D.  —  The  Jewish  custom  of 
reading  Scripture  on  the  Sabbath  was 
soon  added  to  the  sacrificial  meal. 
By  the  end  of  the  first  century,  all  the 
essential  elements  of  the  Mass  were 
present:  the  Liturgy  of  the  Word  grew 
out  of  the  reading  of  Scripture,  and  the 
Liturgy  of  the  Eucharist  from  theFrac- 
tion  Rite,  blessings  and  prayers. 

A  diversity  of  practices  grew  up 
around  the  major  ecclesiastical  sees, 
such  as  Rome,  Jerusalem,  Constan- 
tinople and  Antioch.  This  variety 
was  always  in  non-essential  things, 
however,  while  the  essential  core  of 
the  celebration,  deriving  from  Christ 
himself,  remained  unchanged. 
270  A.D.  —  The  liturgy  was  translated 
into  Latin,  the  official  language  of  the 
Roman  Empire. 

,  _  ,  _     .  — 


St.  Gregory  the  Great: 

6th  century  -  Pope  Gregory  the 
Great  enacted  large-scale  liturgical 
reform,  giving  definitive  wording  to 
liturgical  formulas  and  to  the  chants 
of  the  Mass,  the  latter  of  which  came 
to  be  known  as  Gregorian  chant.  The 
Roman  rite  became  gradually  more 
widespread,  replacing  or  assimilating 
local  rites  wherever  it  was  introduced. 
For  example,  in  the  8th  century,  Char- 
lemagne made  the  Roman  liturgy  the 
official  form  of  worship  in  his  realm; 
other  rulers  did  the  same. 

Middle  Ages: 

9th  to13th  centuries  -  This  was  a 
time  of  great  diversification  in  litur- 
gical practice.  Many  Dioceses  and 
religious  orders  devised  a  variation  of 
the  Roman  rite  for  use  in  their  region 
or  religious  houses.  Many  poetic  and 
dramatic  elements  were  added  to  the 
liturgy. 

The  reforms 

of  the  Council  of  Trent: 

1 6th  century  -  The  Council  of 
Trent  standardized  the  celebration  of 
worship  by  preparing  and  publishing 
definitive  and  official  liturgical  books, 
such  as  the  Roman  Missal,  based  on 
the  ancient  texts. 

20th  century: 

Liturgical  reform  took  the  form  of  a  "li- 
turgical movement"  at  the  beginning  of 
the  century,  culminating  in  the  reforms 
of  the  Second  Vatican  Council. 


-  Sister  Maria  Faustina  Showalter,  O.E,  Sister  John  Mary  Corbett,  O.P,  Sister  Maria  Gemma  Martek  O.E  and  Sister  Elizabeth  Ann  O'Reilly,  O.P  are  Dominican  Sisters  of 
Mary,  Mother  of  the  Eucharist,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 


How  to  live 
a  more 
liturgical  life 

►►  The  Church  calendar 
is  a  wonderful  mixture  of 
feasting  and  fasting,  marked 
by  changing  seasons.  The 
colors  of  the  liturgical  vest- 
ments and  the  altar  cloths 
indicate  which  season  we 


are  celebrating.  Through  our 
active  participation  at  Mass, 
reading  daily  scripture  along 
with  the  Church  calendar  and 
being  aware  of  the  rhythm  of 
the  liturgical  year,  we  can  live 
more  liturgical  lives. 

Our  lives  comprise  times 
of  joy,  times  of  sorrow  and 
a  great  number  of  ordinary 
times.  We  can  live  in  sync 
with  the  liturgical  year  by 


cultivating  awareness  of  the 
Church's  calendar  and  adjust- 
ing our  lives  accordingly.  For 
example,  during  Advent,  when 
we  prepare  our  hearts  with 
expectant  joy  to  receive  our 
Savior,  we  could  abstain  from 
some  favorite  food  or  enjoy- 
ment to  make  our  longing  for 
Jesus  more  keen,  and  un- 
dertake a  spiritual  practice  or 
work  of  mercy  to  serve  Him 


in  our  neighbor.  Lent  is  a  time 
of  prayer,  fasting  and  almsgiv- 
ing, leading  us  to  the  beautiful 
liturgies  of  Holy  Week  and 
Easter.  The  Easter  season 
lasts  until  Pentecost  -  a  great 
celebration  of  the  Resurrec- 
tion— and  then  the  Church 
re-enters  Ordinary  Time. 
Sprinkled  throughout  are 
beautiful  holy  days  dedicated 
to  Our  Lady  and  the  saints. 


the  Nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  June  24  St.  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  bishop  and  doctor  of  the  church  June  27   Solemnity  of  Peter  and  Paul,  apostles  June  29 


santo 

ilary  de  Aries 


Feast  day:  May  5 
Patron  saint:  Of  France 

Meaning  of  name:  Derived  from  the  Latin  Maris, 
meaning  cheerful. 

Claim  to  fame:  Born  in  fifth-century  France,  Saint  Hilary  entered 
the  abbey  of  Lerins  at  a  young  age.  At  age  29  he  succeeded  his  kins- 
man, Saint  Honoratus  (Saint  Honore),  as  archbishop  of  Aries  in  429. 
Following  the  example  of  Saint  Augustine,  he  is 
said  to  have  organized  his  cathedral  clergy  into 
a  congregation,  devoting  a  great  part  of  their 
time  to  social  exercises  of  ascetic  religion.  How- 
ever, Saint  Hilary  encountered  difficulty  in  his 
relationships  with  other  Bishops  over  whom  he 
had  some  jurisdiction.  He  unilaterally  deposed 
one  Bishop.  He  selected  another  bishop  to 
replace  one  who  was  very  ill  but,  to  complicate 
matters,  did  not  die.  Pope  Leo  I  the  Great  kept 
Saint  Hilary  a  Bishop,  but  stripped  him  of  some 
of  his  powers.  Saint  Hilary  was  deprived  of  his 
rights  to  consecrate  bishops,  call  synods  or 
oversee  the  church  in  the  province.  The  pope 
secured  the  edict  of  Emperor  Valentinian  III  so 
that  the  papal  claims  were  made  imperial  law 
and  a  violation  of  them  subject  to  legal  penalties. 

Why  he  is  a  saint:  Saint  Hilary  was  born  to 
a  wealthy  family  from  northern  Gaul  in  401  and 
was  groomed  to  enter  religious  life.  At  the  urging 
of  his  relative,  Saint  Hilary  gave  up  his  wealthy 
lifestyle  and  offered  all  his  possessions  to  the 
poor.  He  submitted  to  a  life  of  Scripture  study.  As 
archbishop,  he  continued  to  live  a  strict  monastic 
life,  earned  money  for  the  poor  doing  manual 
labor,  sold  sacred  vessels  to  ransom  captives, 
traveled  everywhere  on  foot  and  wore  simple 
clothes  unusual  to  his  high  status  as  archbishop. 

Best  quotation:  "Complain  as  little  as 
possible  of  your  wrongs,  for  as  a  general  rule 
you  may  be  sure  that  complaining  is  sin  ...  be- 
cause self-love  always  magnifies  our  injuries." 

How  he  died:  Little  is  known  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
May  5,  449,  at  the  age  of  49.  Pope  Leo  the  Great  testified  to  Saint 
Hilary's  memory  as  a  man  of  extreme  piety,  who  learned  through 
hardship  how  to  be  a  bishop. 


Dfa  de  la  fiesta:  5  de  mayo 

Santo  patron:  De  Francia 

Significado  del  nombre:  Derivado  del  latin  Maris, 

que  significa  alegre. 

Famoso  por:  Nacido  en  Francia  en  el  siglo  cinco,  San  Hilario 
entro  en  la  abadia  de  Lerins  presidida  por  su  pariente  Honoratus.  Le 
sucedio  a  Honoratus  como  arzobispo  de  Aries  en  el  429  a  la  edad 

de  29  anos.  Siguiendo  el 
ejemplo  de  San  Agustin, 
se  dice  que  el  organizo  al 
clero  de  su  catedral  en  una 
congregacibn,  dedicando 
una  gran  parte  de  su  tiempo 
a  ejercicios  sociales  de  la 
religion  asceta. 

Por  que  el  es  un  santo: 
A  insistencia  de  su  pariente, 
Hilario  renuncio  a  su  estilo 
de  vida  acaudalado  y  ofrecio 
todas  sus  posesiones  a  los 
pobres.  Como  arzobispo, 
continuo  viviendo  una  vida 
de  monasterio  estricta, 
ganb  dinero  para  los  pobres 
haciendo  labores  manuales, 
vendio  recipientes  sagrados 
para  pagar  recompensas  por 
los  secuestrados,  viajaba  a 
todas  partes  a  pie  y  vestia  ropa 
sencilla  poco  comun  para  su 
alto  puesto  de  arzobispo. 

Mejor  cita:  "Quejese  lo 
menos  posibles  de  sus  males, 
pues,  como  regla  general, 
puede  estar  seguro  de  que 
quejarse  es  pecado  ...  porque 
el  amor  propio  siempre 
exacerba  nuestras  aflicciones." 
Como  murio:  Se 
conoce  muy  poco  sobre  su  muerte  que  ocurrio  el  5  de  mayo  de  449 
a  la  edad  de  49.  El  Papa  Leo  el  Grande  testified  sobre  la  memoria  de 
San  Hilario  como  un  hombre  de  extrema  piedad,  quien  aprendio  por 
medio  de  situaciones  dificiles  como  ser  un  arzobispo. 


Pope  Pius  XII  was 
complicit  in  the  Holocaust 

Here  are  the  facts:  While  it  is  true  the 
Church  entered  into  the  Concordat  of  1  933 
with  Hitler's  government  in  an  attempt  to  pro- 
tect its  rights  in  Germany  (i.e.  Catholic  educa- 
tion and  Church  organized  meetings  were 
guaranteed  by  the  Concordat),  the  Nazis 
almost  immediately  began  to  violate  each  of 
the  Concordat's  articles.  The  Catholic  press 
was  censored  and  Catholic  schools  and  trade 
unions  were  nearly  destroyed  by  1  939. 
►►  Far  from  being  an  ally  of  Hitler,  the 
Church  was  viewed  as  a  dangerous  opponent 


to  be  controlled  and  eventually  destroyed. 
In  fact,  it  is  estimated  that  3  million  Catho- 
lics were  killed  in  the  Holocaust  in  addition 
to  6  million  Jews. 

As  to  the  charges  of  complicity,  Pope 
Pius  XI  issued  the  1 937  encyclical  "Mit 
brennender  Sorge"  (With  Burning  Anxi- 
ety/Sorrow) that  firmly  condemned  Nazi 
doctrines.  Pius  XII  spoke  out  against  both 
Hitler  and  totalitarianism  in  his  Christmas 
messages  in  1941  and  1942. 

The  messages  were  clearly  targeted 
at  the  Third  Reich  although  both  leaders 
refrained  from  explicitly  naming  Hitler  and 


cations.  They  knew  that  maintaining  Vatican 
neutrality  was  critical  to  preserving  Vatican 
City  as  a  refuge  for  war  victims.  Further,  if 
they  had  spoken  out  directly  against  Hitler, 
the  Nazis  would  have  retaliated  severely 
against  prisoners,  as  they  had  done  in  Hol- 
land in  1  942  after  an  archbishop  authored 
a  pastoral  letter  protesting  the  Jewish 
persecutions  in  that  country. 

In  addition,  despite  Hitler's  power  and 
the  vulnerability  of  the  Church's  position, 
it  is  estimated  that  the  Catholic  Church 
under  Pius  XII  was  instrumental  in  saving 
between  750,000  and  860,000  Jews 
from  the  Nazi  deat 
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Voices     in     our  Church 


la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


Fr. 

and  Dr.  Franklin 


El  Mes  De  Mayo 


For  the  last  few  years,  I  have  been  available  in 
the  Cathedral  rectory  each  Wednesday  morning 
to  hear  confessions  and  talk  with  people.  One 
Wednesday,  a  parishioner  came  carrying  a  book, 
The  History  oj  Black  Catholics  in  the  United  States  by  Fr. 
Cyprian  Davis,  O.S.B.  He  is  a  monk  of  St.  Meinrad  Arch- 
abbey  in  Indiana.  Fr.  Cyprian  and  I  entered  the  seminary 
at  St.  Meinrad  the  same  year. 

This  gentleman  was  dumbfounded  by  what  he  read. 
He  had  majored  in  history  in  a  Catholic  college  and  never 
heard  or  read  what  Fr.  Cyprian  revealed  in  his  book.  He 
was  amazed  to  find  that  the  true  history  of  black  people  in 
the  United  States  was  not  written  until  our  era. 

This  gentleman  was  shocked  to  find  out  that  priests  and 
religious  orders  had  slaves. 

This  included  the  first  Bishop  of  our  nation,  Bishop 
John  Carroll.  It  is  also  good  to  note  that  it  was  the  Popes 
of  that  era  who  constantly  called  for  an  end  to  slavery. 
Likewise  they  called  for  evangelization  among  the  Ameri- 
can black  people. 

The  first  writer  to  write  the  history  of  the  South  that 
was  inclusive  of  African  Americans  was  Dr.  John  Hope 
Franklin  in  Up  From  Slavery.  This  book  was  the  opening  of 
an  organized  presentation  of  the  history  of  the  South.  Dr. 
Franklin  was  very  similar  in  thought  to  Dr.  King.  Both  had 
similar  visions  of  what  the  future  should  be. 
Dr.  Franklin  was  dean  of  the  History  De- 
partment at  Duke  University.  He  passed 
away  in  March. 

Much  of  the  leadership  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Movement  came  from  men  edu- 
cated in  the  black  educational  institutions 
that  were  clustered  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood in  Atlanta.  Dr.  King  and 
others  were  educated  at  Morehouse 
College  for  Men  in  that  complex. 
It  was  here  that  the  leaders  were 
imbued  with  the  vision  Dr.  Franklin 
articulated. 

The  works  of  these  two  stalwart 
gentlemen  of  faith  -  Fr.  Davis  and  Dr. 
Franklin  -  are,  and  should  be,  fore- 
most in  our  minds  as  we  still  strive 
to  bring  African  Ancestry  Americans 
into  an  ever  more  prominent  and 
active  role  in  our  Church  and  our 
society. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  R  Hadden 


Durante  el  mes  de  mayo  vivi- 
mos  diferentes  momentos  que 
ayudan  a  intensificar  nuestra 
celebration  del  tiempo  Pascual: 
En  los  domingos  la  liturgia  nos  regala 
hermosas  imagenes  de  CristoResucitado: 
el  Buen  Pastor,  la  imagen  del  Vinador,  la 
marca  de  su  vida,  muerte  y  resurrection 
que  es  el  amor  y  el  momento  de  su  As- 
cension al  cielo,  con  la  mision  de  la  Igle- 
sia  de  ir  por  todo  el  mundo  a  anunciar  el 
Evangelio. 

Todo  esto  enmarcado  con  el  gran  regalo  del  dia  de 
Pentecostes  donde  el  Espiritu  Santo  nos  renueva,  nos 
santifica,  nos  vivifica  y  nos  consagra  para  que  la  vida  de  la 
Iglesia  siga  no  solo  anunciando  a  Cristo  por  toda  la  tierra, 
sino  que  ese  anuncio  se  haga  con  el  signo  del  amor,  la 
caridad  y  la  justicia  que  caracterizo  la  mision  terrenal  de 
Cristo  y  el  continuo  esfuerzo  de  toda  la  Iglesia  de  perman- 
ecer  unidos  a  El  para  dar  frutos  de  vida,  guiados  por  el 
mismo  Cristo  en  medio  de  los  diferentes  momentos  de  la 
historia. 

Todo  esto  es  hermoso  de  verdad,  pero  es  la  mision 
de  cada  cristiano  y  de  toda  la  Iglesia,  poder  ver  mas 
alia  de  los  acontecimientos  del  mundo,  mas  alia  de 
los  planes  y  las  obras.  Mas  alia  de  los  discursos  y  los 
silencios  que  hacemos,  mas  alia  de  las  tareas  cumpli- 
das  y  de  las  obras  pendientes.  Nuestra  mision 
es  poder  hacer  que  el  amor  de  Dios  mueva 
nuestra  vida,  llevandonos  a  la  unidad  con 
Cristo  y  nuestros  hermanos  y  viviendo  la 
humildad  para  seguir  bajo  la  guia  de  Cristo 
como  nuestro  Pastor. 

De  esta  manera,  este  mes  nos  ayuda  a  cel- 
ebrar  la  vida  de  todos  los  que  conformamos 
la  vida  de  la  Iglesia  (el  Papa,  los  obispos,  los 
sacerdotes,  los  religiosos,  todos  los  laicos,  los 
que  ejercen  la  mision  en  el  hogar  de  padres, 
madres  e  hijos,  los  que  sirven,  los  que  sufren, 
los  que  son  ninos,  jovenes  o  adultos)  y  nos 
ayuda  a  consagrar  a  cada  uno  bajo  la  accion 
del  Espiritu  Santo  para  vivir  en  la  unidad  y 
la  gracia  que  nos  comunica  con  Dios  y  nuestros 
hermanos  para  poder  ser  instrumentos  del  amor  J 
de  Cristo.  -  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


holy  week 


Images  of 

Holy  week 

►►  Throughout  Holy 
Week,  faithful  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh 
gathered  to  celebrate 
the  solemn  culmina- 
tion of  Lent  and  the 
holiest  feast  of  the 
Church  Year,  Easter. 


2 


cover  story 


Becca  Morris 


n  a  Sunday  evening  in  March,  Bishop  Michael  F  Burbidge  was  scheduled  to 
V  celebrate  Mass  with  the  youth  of  St.  Peter  Parish  in  Greenville,  followed  by 
W  a  chance  to  speak  and  meet  with  the  youngsters.  At  the  same  time,  the  UNC 
Tar  Heels  were  scheduled  to  play  basketball  with  Oklahoma  for  the  chance  to 
be  in  the  NCAA  Final  Four.  There  was  speculation  about  the  drawing  power  of  the  reli- 
gious event  versus  the  athletic  one. 

The  verdict  was  quickly  in,  though, 
as  more  than  300  youth  and  their  family 
members  arrived  for  Mass.  Afterwards, 
in  the  school  gym  decorated  in  a  coffee 
house  motif,  the  young  people  posed 
questions  to  Bishop  Burbidge.  Some  of 
the  questions  reflected  how  all  youth  are 
searching  to  understand  their  faith,  and 
an  observer  could  see  that  all  of  the  youth 
took  the  answers  seriously. 

Especially  attentive  were  those  who 
were  preparing  for  or  had  recently 
received  the  Sacrament  of  Confirmation. 
Their  expressions  said  that  their  Catholic 
faith  matters  to  them,  matters  enough  for 
them  to  undergo  two  years  of  study  and 

service  in  preparation  for  the  Sacrament.       for  Confirmation  was  commitment.  Like 

— ^  many  teenagers,  Robert  has  a  busy  sched- 
ule, and  finding  the  time  and  the  will  to 
be  heavily  involved  in  church  is  a  chal- 
lenge. "I  know,  though,"  he  explained, 
"that  this  involvement  makes  me  a  better 
person." 

Becca  Morris,  who  was  confirmed 
in  2008,  echoed  Roberts  sentiments. 
"Confirmation  is  something  you  have  to 
accept  for  yourself,"  she  said.  Her  mother, 
Carolyn,  saw  her  daughter  arrive  at  this 
realization.  "She  started  out  lukewarm," 
Carolyn  said,  "but  went  from  seeing 
Confirmation  as  something  she  had  to  do 
to  something  she  wanted  to  do.  At  some 
point  you  could  see  that  she  actually 
realized  what  Confirmation  meant  to  her 
journey  to  adulthood  in  the  Church."  Part 
of  Becca's  adult  Catholicism  now  is  serv- 
ing next  to  her  mom  as  an  extraordinary 
minister  of  Holy  Communion. 

The  achievement  of  Catholic  maturity 
was  a  "dream"  for  Hannah  Daly,  who 
will  be  confirmed  this  year.  "I've  been  a 
member  of  St.  Peters  since  I  was  little," 
she  said,  "and  I've  watched  my  parents' 
dedication  and  wanted  to  be  like  them." 
Hannah  said  that  the  most  difficult  part 
of  the  journey  was  keeping  her  focus  on 
the  Lord.  "The  toughest  thing,"  she  said, 


Why  be  confirmed?  The  Church 
teaches  that  the  sacrament  brings 
an  increase  and  deepening  of  bap- 
tismal grace: 

•  it  roots  us  more  deeply  in  our  role  as 
God's  children 

•  it  unites  us  more  firmly  to  Christ; 

•  it  increases  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  us; 

•  it  renders  our  bond  with  the  Church 
more  perfect; 

•  it  gives  us  a  special  strength  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  spread  and  defend 
the  faith  by  word  and  action  as  true 
witnesses  of  Christ,  to  confess  the 
name  of  Christ  boldly,  and  never  to  be 
ashamed  of  the  Cross. 


Carolyn  Morris 


Robert  Davis,  17,  saw  the  Sacrament  as 
the  culmination  of  a  lifetime,  until  now, 
of  Catholic  practice  and  guidance  from 
his  family  "It's  a  huge  step,"  he  said,  "in 
confirming  that  you  are  going  to  be  and 
stay  Catholic."  He  said  that  becoming  bet- 
ter informed  about  his  faith  had  changed 
him  as  a  person.  "A  relationship  with  God 
is  number  one  in  my  life  right  now,"  he 
said.  Change  isn't  easy,  he  admitted.  He 
believed  the  toughest  part  of  preparation 


"is  trying  to  keep  my  mind  in  the  right 
place  and  remembering  God  is  with  me. 
Sometimes  I  will  stray  and  feel  like  I've 
let  Him  down,  but  I  know  He  is  always 
there,  loving  me." 

Part  of  the  preparation  for  all  confirma- 
tion candidates  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
is  service.  At  St.  Peter,  youth  have  a 
special  opportunity  to  serve  each  year  on 
parish  mission  trips  to  Passionist  missions 
in  Pittsburgh  or  West  Virginia.  Robert, 
Becca  and  Hannah  have  all  participated 
on  these  trips.  Hannah  has  been  on  four 
mission  trips.  "This  year  we  rebuilt  a 


By  Rich  Reece 


Are  you  smarter 
than  a  Confirmation 
Candidate? 


T 


hose  who  are  being  con- 
firmed know  the  answers 
to  the  questions  below.  Do 
you?  Answers  on  page  26. 


1 .  Define  the  mystery  of  the  Trinity. 

2.  What  are  the  foundations  for 
Catholic  Church  teachings? 

3.  What  are  the  four  Marks  of  the 
Church?  Briefly  explain. 

4.  What  is  a  Sacrament? 

5.  What  are  the  seven  Sacraments? 
Name  the  Sacraments  of  Initiation. 

6.  How  is  Christian  initiation  brought 
about  through  the  Sacraments? 

7.  When  did  Jesus'  disciples  first 
experience  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit?  How  does  Sacred  Scripture 
describe  the  event? 

8.  How  does  the  Bishop  confirm? 

9.  What  is  Sacred  Chrism  and  why 
is  it  used?  Why  does  the  Bishop 
anoint  in  the  form  of  the  cross? 

1 0.  Name  the  seven  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit?  Describe  briefly. 

1 1 .  What  is  the  Paschal  Mystery? 

1 2.  How  is  Christ  present  in  the 
Eucharist? 

1 3.  What  is  conscience?  How  do  we 
develop  a  well-informed  con- 
science? 

14.  What  are  the  Ten  Commandments? 

1 5.  What  is  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount?  Where  is  it  found  in 
Sacred  Scripture?  What  are  the 
Beatitudes? 

16.  What  is  mortal  sin?  What  is 
venial  sin? 

1 7.  What  are  the  three  central  teach- 
ings of  our  Church  about  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary? 

1 8.  Name  the  Joyful,  Sorrowful,  Glo- 
rious and  Luminous  Mysteries  of 
the  Rosary.  Briefly  explain  them. 

1 9.  What  are  the  seven  corporal 
works  of  mercy? 

20.  Define  Virtues  and  list  the  four 
Cardinal  Virtues  and  three  Theo- 
logical Virtues. 


stone  wall  for  a  man  in  West  Virginia 
and  his  special-needs  son,"  she  said.  "He 
thanked  us  in  a  \ideo.  It  was  really  touch- 
ing." In  addition,  the  teens  have  variously 
volunteered  at  a  local  soup  kitchen,  a 
home  for  teens  with  intellectual  dis- 
abilities. Habitat  for  Humanity  and  other 
parishes  in  the  Diocese. 

All  three  teens  put  careful  consider- 
ation into  choosing  their  "Confirma- 
tion names."  The  choosing  of  a  new 
patron  saint  for  whom  one  has  a  special 
admiration  or  affinity  at  Confirmation 
is  a  centuries-old 
tradition  in  west- 
em  Catholicism. 
It  is  not  a  require- 
ment, though.  The 
Church  sees  Con- 
firmation less  as  a 
new  stage  of  Chris- 
tian life  than  as 
an  opportunity  to 
deepen  the  graces 
of  Baptism.  But  it 
is  also  an  occasion 
for  the  candidates 
to  reflect  on  how 
they  should  live 
out  their  baptismal 
commitment  in  the 
future,  imitating 
the  holy  men  and 

women  of  previous  ages.  These  saints 
drew  upon  the  gifts  of  God's  Holy  Spirit 
and  the  graces  of  the  sacramental  life  of 
the  Church  in  order  to  be  the  holy  people 
we  revere  today. 

Robert  Da\is  had  this  in  mind  when  he 
chose  Jogues  as  his  Confirmation  name, 
after  St.  Isaac  Jogues.  the  Jesuit  martyr 
and  missionary  to  native  Americans. 
"He  walked  a  road  that  reminded  me  of 
Jesus  walk  to  Calvary,"  Robert  said  of  the 
saint.  He  admired  St.  Isaacs  courage  and 
willingness  to  suffer  for  Christ. 

Becca  Morris  said  that  choosing  her 
Confirmation  name  was  difficult.  She 
wanted  to  honor  her  Italian  heritage  by 
choosing  an  Italian  saint  as  a  patron,  and 
finally  chose  St.  Cecile,  a  holy  woman 
and  Roman  martyr  of  the  second  century. 
Hannah  Daly  chose  St.  Rose  of  lima  as  her 
patron.  "Rose  was  beautiful,"  Hannah  ex- 
plained, "and  attracted  so  much  attention 
that  she  purposely  disfigured  herself  in 


The  Church  sees  Con- 
firmation less  as  a  new 
stage  of  Christian  life 
than  as  an  opportunity 
to  deepen  the  graces 

Of  Baptism.  But,  it  is  also 
an  occasion  for  the  candi- 
dates to  reflect  on  how  they 
should  live  out  their  baptismal 
commitment  in  the  future, 
imitating  the  holy  men  and 
women  of  previous  ages. 


order  not  to  be  distracted  from  God."  like 
Becca  and  Robert.  Hannah  was  impressed 
by  the  capacity,  and  sometimes  the  neces- 
sity, of  radical  sacrifice  for  one's  faith. 

The  young  people  also  stressed  the 
importance  of  their  sponsors.  Roberts 
sponsor  is  his  grandfather.  "He's  always 
been  the  rock  of  our  family,"  Robert  said, 
"a  huge  role  model.  He  teaches  me,  not 
just  about  being  a  better  Catholic  but 
about  being  a  better,  holy  person." 

"A  sponsor  has  to  be  someone  you  can 
look  up  to,"  Becca  explained.  She  chose 
one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  St.  Peter 
mission  trips. 

Hannahs  spon- 
sor was  the  leader 
of  her  small  group 
in  the  Confirma- 
tion preparation 
program  at  St. 
Peter.  She  charac- 
terized a  sponsor 
as  "someone  who 
watches  over  you, 
someone  who 
can  answer  your 
questions  and 
guide  you  in  your 
spiritual  life." 
^^^^^^^^^^H  he 

confers  the  Sacra- 
ment of  Confirmation,  the  Bishop  tells  the 
candidates,  ""You  must  be  witnesses  before 
all  the  world  to  Jesus'  suffering,  death, 
and  resurrection;  your  way  of  life  should 
at  all  times  reflect  the  goodness  of  Christ. 
Christ  gives  varied  gifts  to  His  Church, 
and  the  Spirit  distributes  them  among  the 
members  of  Christ's  body  to  build  up  the 
holy  people  of  God  in  unity  and  love.  Be 
active  members  of  the  Church,  alive  in 
Jesus  Christ.  Under  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  give  your  lives  completely  in 
the  service  of  all,  as  did  Christ,  who  came 
not  to  be  served  but  to  serve." 

The  youth  at  St.  Peter  -  like  many 
young  people  approaching  Confirma- 
tion in  parishes  throughout  the  Diocese 
—  seem  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  the  chal- 
lenges before  them,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  a  close  relationship  and  dependence  on 
the  Lord.  To  speak  with  them  is  to  come 
away  with  renewed  hope,  for  the  Church 
and  the  world. 


y  story 


What  was  best  for 
Deanna,  all  ultimately 
agreed,  was  for  the 
Dollars  to  adopt  and 
raise  her;  and  the 
Dollars  say  they 
are  blessed  to 
have  been  given 
such  a  gift. 


PrePTignt  at 

'o   

Amy  Huttori 
facec  a  narci  crioice. 


She  chose  love 

Amy  Hutton,  dressed  in  jeans  and  ballet  flats,  looked  like  a  typical  college  student 
when  she  strolled  into  the  coffee  shop  near  NC  States  sprawling  campus  on  a  cool, 
gray,  March  morning.  But  as  the  22-year-old  birth  mom  spoke  candidly  about 
sharing  the  gift  of  life  through  the  open  adoption  of  her  daughter,  Deanna,  nearly 
four  years  ago,  it  became  clear  she  is  far  from  typical. 


When  Amy  was  a  senior  in  high 
school  in  Pittsburgh,  she  seemed 
destined  to  have  a  great  year.  She 
was  crowned  homecoming  queen 
and  dreamed  of  attending  Penn  State 
University  on  a  swimming  scholarship. 
Then  she  learned  she  was  pregnant.  "It 
was  like  a  balloon  deflating,"  said  Amy, 
a  devout  Catholic  and  pro-life  advocate. 

She,  along  with  Robbie  Leonard, 
Deannas  biological  father,  and  both 


their  families,  struggled  with  what  to 
do  next.  Fate  intervened  in  February, 
2005,  when  Amy  and  Robbie  met  De 
and  Don  Dollar,  both  40  with  solid  jobs 
and  hopes  of  adopting  a  child.  Together 
they  learned  about  open  adoption 
-  which  offers  birth  and  adoptive  par- 
ents, as  well  as  the  child,  the  potential 
to  develop  a  relationship  based  on  open 
communication. 
Betty  Rogosich,  director  of  Birthchoice, 


a  Raleigh-based  family  services  group, 
said  that  with  open  adoptions,  the  birth 
mother  also  has  "the  comfort  of  knowing 
that  her  baby  is  alive  and  being  taken  care 
of  by  a  family  she  personally  chooses." 

While  Amy  said  she  initially  clung  to 
the  idea  of  raising  Deanna,  the  Dollars' 
sincerity  and  the  prospect  of  remaining 
part  of  her  daughters  life  chipped  away 
at  her  resolve.  "I  wasn't  sure  I  could 
give  up  part  of  myself,"  she  said.  "But 
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By  Rachelle  D.  Garbarine 


I  realized  that  it  wasn't  about  me  and 
what  I  wanted,  but  what  was  best  for 
Deanna." 

What  was  best  for  Deanna,  all  ulti- 
mately agreed,  was  for  the  Dollars  to 
adopt  and  raise  her;  and  the  Dollars 
say  they  are  blessed  to  have  been  given 
such  a  gift.  From  their  shared  convic- 
tion, Amy,  Robbie,  De  and  Don  formed 
a  relationship  founded  on  trust.  "With 
lots  of  prayer  and  frank  discussions 
with  Robbie  and  Amy,  we  decided  open 
adoption  could  work,"  said  Don.  "It 
was,"  De  added,  "a  leap  of  faith." 

The  families  started  to  build  their 
relationship  early  in  Amy's  pregnancy. 
They  toured  the  hospital  and  attended 
birthing  classes  together  and  De  ac- 
companied Amy  to  the  doctor.  All  that 
helped  quell  initial  doubts  that  one 
family  would  sever  the  arrangement, 
which  neither  is  legally  bound  to  up- 
hold. Over  time,  their  relationship  grew 
into  a  bond.  Robbie  said  he  considers 
the  Dollars  part  of  his  family;  and  Don 
described  their  families  as  "intermingled 
forever."  Dee  added  that  when  she  and 
Don  adopted  Deanna,  they  adopted  the 


Hutton  and  Leonard'  families. 

They  have  stayed  part  of  each  other's 
lives  throughout  Amy's  and  Robbie's 
years  at  NC  State;  Robbie  graduated  in 
December  with  a  sports  management 
degree  and  Amy  will  graduate  in  May 
with  a  degree  in  communication.  Even 
the  Dollars'  move  from  Cary  to  Myrtle 
Beach  and  Amy's  and  Robbie's  separation 
haven't  broken  their  bond.  Their  visits 
have  been  as  frequent  as  possible,  with 
the  Dollars  attending  Robbie's  football 
games  or  visiting  the  Huttons  in  Pitts- 
burgh or  the  Leonards  in  Cary;  and  Amy 
and  Robbie,  alone  or  together,  dropping 
by  to  see  Deanna  and  the  Dollars. 

There  are  no  secrets.  Deanna,  who 
has  Amy's  blonde  hair  and  Robbies 
brown  eyes,  knows  she  is  adopted  and 
that  Amy  and  Robbie  are  her  biologi- 
cal parents.  "Deanna  will  be  able  to  ask 
questions  throughout  her  life  to  Amy, 
Robbie,  us  and  other  family  members. 
This  will  help  throughout  her  develop- 
ment," said  Don.  "She  will  experience 
the  love  from  each  of  her  extended 
families  and  know  how  much  she 
means  to  everyone." 


Seeing  Deanna,  who  turns  4  in  July, 
so  happy  has  helped  Amy  and  Robbie 
know  they  made  the  right  decision.  "I 
get  through  the  tough  times  by  looking 
at  what  good  parents  the  Dollars  are 
and  seeing  the  life  Deanna  has  ahead  of 
her,"  said  Robbie.  Amy  agreed,  adding 
that  she  now  realizes  the  benefits  of 
her  experience.  It  made  her  stronger 
and  motivated  her  to  help  others  going 
through  unexpected  pregnancies,  she 
said,  her  blue  eyes  bright  with  deter- 
mination. As  a  student,  Amy  has  been 
involved  with  Real  Choices,  a  pro-life 
group  on  campus,  and  after  gradua- 
tion she  would  like  to  start  a  nonprofit 
group  that  promotes  awareness  of  open 
adoption,  which  she  said  worked  for 
her,  but  is  not  for  everyone. 

When  asked  if  she  has  any  regrets, 
Amy  explained  the  deal  she  made  with 
God  in  the  hospital  just  before  signing 
the  adoption  papers:  "I  said  to  Him,  'If 
I  do  what  You  are  asking  me  to  do  and 
allow  these  people  to  raise  my  daughter, 
the  only  thing  I  ask  is  that  I  will  never 
regret  this  decision.'  Ever  faithful,  God 
has  never  broken  His  promise." 


Learn  more 

about  open  adoption 

Open  adoption  always  has  been  an  option  among  adoptions  done  through  attorneys  or  facilitators.  In  the  last  two  decades, 
however,  it  has  become  a  more  accessible  option  for  all  birth  parents,  according  to  Sandy  M.  Cook,  executive  vice  president  of 
programs  at  the  Children's  Home  Society  of  N.C.  In  2001 ,  state  law  allowed  licensed  child-placing  agencies  to  offer  it  as  well. 

There  are  no  specific  statistics  for  open  adoptions  in  North  Carolinia,  but  figures  from  the  state  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  show  that,  in  2008,  there  were  3,441  adoptions  in  the  state.  According  to  DHHS  Director  Tammy  Johnson,  adoptions 
have  been  increasing  slowly  in  North  Carolinia,  with  approximately  30  more  each  year. 

But  where  do  women  experiencing  unexpected  pregnancies  go  to  receive  help  with  and  information  about  adoptions  in  general 
and  open  adoptions  in  particular?  Here  are  some  places  to  start: 


1 .  Amazing  Grace  Adoptions 

1215  Jones  Franklin  Road,  Suite  202 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 
91 9.858.8998/info@agadoptions 
or  www.agadoptions.org 

2.  Bethany  Christian 
Adoption  Services 

4008  Barrett  Drive  Suite  206 
Raleigh,  NC,27609 
919.510.951  1 
www.bethany.org 

3.  Birthchoice 

3820  Merton  Drive,  Suite  219 
Raleigh,  NC,  27609 
919.781.5433  or 
www.birthchoicewake.org 


4.  Christian 
Adoption  Services 

624-1  34  Matthews-Mint  Hill  Road 

Matthews,  North  Carolina 

28105-1775 

704.847.0038 

24-hour  birth  mother  hotline 

1.800.453.101  1 

cas@christianadopt.org 

www.christianadopt.org 

5.  Gabriel  Project 

c/o  Birthchoice 

3820  Merton  Drive,  Suite  219 
Raleigh,  NC,  27609 
919.781.5433  or 
www.birthchoicewake.org 


6.  Gateway 
Center 

1  306  Hillsborough  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27605 
www.gatewaycampus.org 
919.833.0096 
(mainline) 
919.872.2442 
(24-hour  helpline) 
info@gatewaycampus.org 

7.  LifeCare 
Pregnancy  Center 

1001  Navaho  Drive  Suite  101 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919.873.2440 
www.lifecarenc.org 


Ingenieria  Verba!  y  e)  Vaiven  de 
la  Conciencia  Publica 

Atraves  de  los  anos  hemos  visto 
que  algunas  leyes  injustas  se  han 
ido  sustituyendo  con  leyes  mas 
justas.  Las  leyes  que  prohiben  la 
esclavitud,  por  ejemplo,  han  sido 
un  paso  decisivo  en  la  promocion  de  la  justicia  y 
los  derechos  humanos  fundamentales  en  nuestra 
sociedad.  Sin  embargo,  en  anos  recientes  y  cada  vez  con  mas 
frecuencia,  particularmente  en  lo  referente  a  la  moralidad  sexual,  la 
bioetica  y  la  reproduccion  humana,  hemos  visto  lo  contrario  cuando 
leyes  solidas  y  razonables  se  han  reemplazado  con  leyes  injustas 
e  inmorales.  Reversiones  asi  nos  obligan  a  analizar  si  existe  o  no 
coherencia  moral  en  estos  cambios  tan  cruciales. 


La  preocupacion  por  la  coherencia  moral 
siempre  ha  sido  de  influencia  al  momento  de 
elaborar  nuevas  leyes,  como  lo  fue  en  1879, 
cuando  el  Estado  de  Connecticut  (Estados 
Unidos)  ratified  una  legislacion  muy  firme 
que  prohibia  la  anticoncepcion,  especificada 
como  el  uso  de  "cualquier  sustancia,  artefacto 
medico  o  instrumento  con  el  fin  de  impedir  la 
concepcion".  Esta  ley,  al  igual  que  las  leyes  anti- 
anticoncepcion  de  otros  estados,  habia  estado 
vigente  por  casi  90  anos.  Con  ella  se  ponia  en 
codigo  el  dictado  de  la  conciencia  publica  de 
que  la  anticoncepcion  danaba  a  la  sociedad  pues 
promovia  la  promiscuidad,  el  adulterio  y  otros 
males.  Partia  del  razonamiento  casi  universal  de 
que  los  ninos  deben  considerarse  como  un  apoyo 
y  una  bendicion  para  la  sociedad  y  de  que,  citando 
a  Joseph  Sobran,  "una  sociedad  sana,  aunque 
tolerante  en  los  margenes,  debe  fundamentarse 
en  el  entendimiento  de  que  el  sexo  es  en  esencia 
procreativo  y  que  su  lugar  esta  en  una  familia 
amorosa". 

Este  entendimiento  estuvo  arraigado 
profundamente  en  la  sociedad  occidental  durante 
milenios,  y  es  de  notar  que  hasta  1930  todas 
las  denominaciones  protestantes  coincidian 
con  las  ensenanzas  catolicas  que  condenaban  la 
anticoncepcion.  No  fue  sino  hasta  la  Conferencia 
Lambeth  en  1930  que  la  Iglesia  Anglicana, 
persuadida  por  la  creciente  presion  social,  declaro 
que  la  anticoncepcion  seria  permisible  en  algunas 
circunstancias.  Al  poco  tiempo  cedio  por  completo 
permitiendo  totalmente  la  anticoncepcion.  Desde 
entonces  todas  las  denominaciones  protestantes  se 
adhirieron  a  esto  a  pesar  de  que  sus  fundadores, 
incluyendo  Lutero,  Calvino  y  Wesley,  condenaban 
sin  reservas  la  anticoncepcion  afirmando  que  viola 
el  orden  correcto  de  la  sexualidad  y  el  matrimonio. 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doetoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cacion  en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duccion:  Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


Actualmente  la  Iglesia  Catolica  es  la  unica  que 
predica  esta  perspectiva  tradicional. 

c A  que  se  debe  tan  impresionante  reversion  de 
aquella  percepcion  clara  de  que  la  anticoncepcion 
es  moralmente  inaceptable?  tA  que  se  debe 
que  hoy  estemos  viendo  una  interminable 
corriente  de  actividad  legislativa  que  promueve  la 
anticoncepcion  en  casi  todos  los  paises  grandes 
del  mundo  con  iniciativas  subsidiadas  con 
fondos  gubernamentales  exorbitantes;  con  los 
contribuyentes  de  impuestos  estadounidenses 
aportando,  por  ejemplo,  mas  de  260  millones 
de  dolares  del  presupuesto  total  asignado  a 
Planeacion  de  la  Familia  (Planned  Parenthood) 
en  2004?  cSera  posible  que  algo  entendido 
como  malo  casi  universalmente  en  el  pasado  se 
convierta  repentinamente  en  bueno?  cNo  sera 
que  esa  reversion  legislativa  es  un  indicador  de  la 
mala  aplicacion  de  la  ley  y  de  una  perdida  de  la 
conciencia  publica  nunca  antes  vista? 

Una  ingenieria  social  de  tal  magnitud  siempre 
va  precedida,  invariablemente,  de  una  astuta 
ingenieria  verbal  .  Monsenor  William  Smith, 
fallecido  recientemente,  decia  que  el  debate  sobre 
la  anticoncepcion  se  acabo  cuando  la  sociedad 
moderna  incorporo  a  su  vocabulario  la  enganosa 
frase  "control  de  la  natahdad"  .  "Imaginemos 
-decia  -  que  habria  sido  si  en  su  lugar  hubiesemos 
incorporado  "evitacion  de  la  vida".  El  gran  Gilbert 
Keith  Chesterton  lo  planteaba  asi:  "Insisten  en 
hablar  de  Control  de  la  Natalidad  cuando  lo  que 
eso  significa  es  menos  nacimientos  y  nada  de 
control",  y  "Control  de  la  Natalidad  es  el  nombre 
que  se  le  da  a  una  serie  de  metodos  mediante  los 
cuales  es  posible  quitarle  lo  gozoso  a  un  proceso 
natural  al  mismo  tiempo  que,  de  manera  violenta  y 
antinatural,  se  frustra  el  proceso  mismo". 

Despues  de  estos  sismicos  cambios  culturales 
vendria  una  legislacion  aun  mas  radical  sobre 
la  anticoncepcion,  que  daria  paso  al  aborto  a  la 
orden.  Desde  principios  de  los  anos  70  esta  ley  ha 
permitido  matar  quirurgicamente,  en  la  paz  del 
vientre  materno,  a  mil  millones  de  seres  humanos 
en  el  mundo.  La  ingenieria  verbal  aqui  tambien 
fue  necesaria  pues,  logicamente,  no  era  facil  que 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


Celebrando  el  Don  del  Espiritu  Santo 


E 


n  estas  Pascuas,  se  celebra  con  frecuencia  el  sacramento  de  la  Con- 
firmation en  las  parroquias  y  vicarias  en  toda  la  Diocesis.  Como  Obispo,  es  una  gran 
alegria  para  mi  conf irmar  a  nuestros  jovenes  y  adultos  jovenes  y  marcarlos  con  el  don 
del  Espiritu  Santo  a  traves  de  la  imposition  de  las  manos  y  la  uncion  con  el  santo  crisma. 


Como  es  costumbre,  me  reuno  con  los  candidates  antes  de  la 
Confirmation  y  siempre  me  inspira  su  exuberante  amor  por  nuestro 
Senor  Jesucristo  y  su  Iglesia.  Como  catolicos,  ellos  usualmente  son 
la  minoria  en  sus  escuelas,  comunidades  y  circulos  de  amigos.  Por 
esto,  me  siento  muy  edificado  al  ver  el  gran  testimonio  de  nuestros 
candidates  a  Confirmation  que  profesan  orgullosamente  su  fe  y 
hacen  conocer  su  deseo  e  intention  de  ser  confirmados  en  Jesu- 
cristo. A  todos  los  que  fuimos  bautizados  y  confirmados  en  Cristo, 
ellos  nos  recuerdan  el  llamado  a  compartir  con  otras  personas 
nuestro  amor  por  el  Senor  y  de  estar  orgullosos  del  don  de  nuestra 
fe  catolica. 

En  cada  celebration  y  al  escribir  en  este  momenta,  me  uno  a  los 
nuevos  confirmados  en  agradecer  a  Dios  por  concederles  el  don  de 
la  fe  y  por  su  perdurable  presencia  a  traves  del  don  del  Espiritu  San- 
to. Tambien  expresamos  nuestra  gratitud  a  los  padres  que  alimen- 
taron  las  semillas  de  la  fe  y  ayudaron  a  sus  hijos  a  crecer  en  su  intima 
relation  con  el  Senor.  Agradecemos  especialmente  a  los  promotores 
que  fueron  escogidos  por  su  gran  ejemplo  de  vida  y  practica  de  la  fe. 
Extendemos  nuestra  profunda  apreciacion  a  los  pastores,  diaconos, 
administradores  pastorales,  directores  de  formation  de  fe  y  los 
catequistas  por  su  servicio  generoso  en  apoyar  y  ayudar  a  nuestros 
jovenes  y  adultos  jovenes  en  su  formation  continua.  iUstedes  son 
una  bendicion  para  nuestros  candidates,  la  Diocesis  y  la  Iglesia! 

Tambien  celebramos  el  hecho  que  muchos  adultos  se  bau- 
tizaron,  confirmaron  y  recibieron  la  Primera  Comunion  en  la  Vlgilia 
de  Pascua  y  durante  estas  alegres  celebraciones.  Para  mi  fue  un 
privilegio  dar  el  sacramento  de  la  Confirmation  a  22  estudiantes  de 
universidades  y  escuelas  superiores  que  son  miembros  de  nuestros 
programas  de  ministerio  en  las  universidades  catolicas.  Al  regoci- 
jamos  en  la  confirmation  de  nuestros  jovenes,  adultos  jovenes  y 
adultos,  reconocemos  que  i  el  espiritu  de  Dios  esta  realmente  vivo 


en  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh! 

Tambien  aprovechamos  este  tiempo  especial  en  la  vida  de  nuestra 
Diocesis  para  recordar  la  ensefianza  de  nuestra  Iglesia  sobre  el 
sacramento  de  la  Conf  irmacion  {catecismo  de  la  iglesia  Catolica  1 285- 1321.) 
Los  sacramentos  del  Bautismo,  Confirmation  y  Sagrada  Eucaristica 
son  sacramentos  de  initiation.  El  sacramento  de  la  Confirmation 
aumenta  y  profundiza  la  gracia  bautismal.  Ambos  pueden  ser  recibi- 
dos  solo  una  vez  ya  que  imprime  "en  el  alma  una  marca  espiritual 
indeleble,  el  "caracter"  que  es  el  signo  de  que  Jesucristo  ha  marcado 
a  un  Cristiano  con  el  sello  de  su  Espiritu. ...con  el  poder  de  lo  alto 
para  que  sea  su  testigo."  (1 304) 

"El  efecto  del  sacramento  de  la  Confirmation  es  la  efusion 
especial  el  Espiritu  Santo  como  fue  concedida  en  otro  tiempo  a 
los  Apostoles  en  el  dia  de  Pentecostes"  (1302).  Las  gracias  de  la 
Confirmation  son  las  mismas  que  experimentaron  los  Apostoles:  el 
poder  del  Espiritu  Santo  para  evangelizar,  carismas  para  fortalecer 
la  comunidad,  la  guia  y  direction  del  Espiritu  Santo  en  la  vida  diaria, 
membresia  absoluta  en  una  comunidad  amorosa,  y  finalmente,  la 
santidad  de  una  vida  en  el  Espiritu.  Los  dones  del  Espiritu  Santo 
(sabiduria,  entendimiento,  consejo,  fortaleza,  ciencia,  piedad  y  temor 
de  Dios)  y  la  gracia  de  la  Confirmation  nos  ayuda  a  ser  verdaderos 
testigos  de  Jesucristo  en  palabra  y  action. 

Todos  los  bautizados  y  confirmados  en  Cristo  estamos  llama- 
dos  diariamente  a  ser  tales  testigos  de  nuestro  Senor  Resucitado. 
Debemos  ayudar  a  otros  a  reconocer  su  omnipresencia  a  traves  de 
la  santidad  e  integridad  de  nuestras  vidas  y  el  generoso  servicio  que 
ofrecemos  a  la  comunidad  y  a  aquellos  que  mas  lo  necesitan.  Con  la 
gracia  de  Dios,  permitamos  que  el  ejemplo  de  nuestras  vidas  haga 
conocer  a  los  demas  que  en  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh,  iSomos  discipu- 
los  de  Jesucristo  y  estamos  encendidos  con  la  gracia  del  Espiritu 
Santo! 


la  etica  del  aborto  se  abriera  paso  con  un  "Matemos  a  los 
Ninos".  Muchas  cosas  simplemente  no  se  pueden  conseguir 
cuando  la  realidad  de  lo  que  sucede  es  tan  clara;  confundir 
es  esencial. 

El  nino  que  crecia  en  el  vientre  materno  paso  a  llamarse 
"masa  de  tejido"  o  "conjunto  de  celulas".  El  procedimiento 
mismo  del  aborto  se  describiria  ahora  como  "elimination 
del  producto  de  la  concepcion",  "termination  del 
embarazo",  o  simplemente  "el  procedimiento".  Aquellos 
"a  favor  de  la  eleccion  personal"  (pro-choice)  no  vieron 
claramente  lo  que  estaban  eligiendo.  Como  alguien 
comentara,  "creo  que  una  frase  mas  realista  seria  'a  favor  de 


matar  bebes'". 

Usar  un  lenguaje  enganoso  tiene,  desde  luego,  su  razon 
de  ser.  Encubre  aquello  que  tememos;  es  de  naturaleza 
defensiva;  suaviza  los  terminos  tabu,  y  deja  fuera  del 
vocabulario  los  temas  que  no  se  quieren  enfrentar 
directamente.  Un  proceso  legislativo  sano,  sin  embargo,  se 
abstiene  de  la  ambigiiedad  y  del  disimulo;  se  fundamenta 
en  la  verdad  y  en  la  coherencia  moral;  protege  y  promueve 
una  conciencia  publica  elevada,  especialmente  al  momento 
de  elaborar  leyes  relacionadas  con  realidades  humanas 
fundamentales  como  son  la  moralidad  sexual,  la  bioetica  y 
la  proteccion  de  la  vida  humana. 


r, 
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Amy  Hutton  aposto  por  la  vida. 


Lo  mejor  para  Deanna, 
a  lo  que  todos  acorda- 
ron,  la  familia  Dollar 
podia  adoptar  y  criar  a 
la  niha.  Los  Dollar  ad- 
mitieron  sentirse  muy 
bendecidos  al  recibir 
este  maravilloso  regalo 
de  la  vida,  y  ademas, 
crearon  una  relacion 
basada  en  la  confianza 
con  Amy  y  Robbie. 


Amy  Hutton,  en  jeans  y  zapatil- 
las  de  ballet,  aparentaba  ser  una 
tipica  estudiante  universitaria  al 
entrar  en  una  cafeteria  cerca  del 
campus  de  la  Universidad  Estatal  de  Carolina 
del  Norte  (NC  State)  en  un  dla  frio  y  gris  de 
marzo.  Sin  embargo,  a  los  22  anos  de  edad, 
compartio  el  regalo  de  la  vida  a  traves  de  la 
adoption  de  su  hija,  Deanna,  hace  cuatro  arios 
y  era  evidente  que  no  era  una  j oven  comun. 

El  ultimo  afio  de  la  secundaria  parecio  ser  un  buen  ano  para 
Amy;  fue  coronada  como  la  reina  del  baile  y  sonaba  con  estudiar 
en  Perm  State  University  con  la  ayuda  de  una  beca  en  la  discip- 
lina  de  natation,  pero  quedo  embarazada.  -Me  senti  como  un 
balon  desinflado  -comento  Amy  una  catolica  devota  y  defensora 
de  la  vida. 

Amy  Robbie  Leonard  (el  padre  biologico  de  Deanna),  y  ambas 
familias  debatieron  los  pasos  a  seguir.  El  destino  intervino  en 
febrero  2005,  cuando  Amy  y  Robbie  conocieron  a  De  y  a  Don 
Dollar,  una  pareja  de  40  anos  con  solidos  trabajos  que  estaban 
ansiosos  por  adoptar.  Juntos,  aprendieron  sobre  la  adopcion 
abierta,  la  cual  ofrece  a  los  padres  biologicos  y  a  los  adoptivos 


comunicarse  abiertamente. 

Betty  Rogosich,  Directora  de  Bithchoice,  un  grupo  de  servicios 
familiares  con  sede  en  Raleigh,  comenta  que  con  las  adopciones 
abiertas,  los  padres  biologicos  tienen  "el  consuelo  de  saber  que 
su  bebe  esta  vivo  y  que  esta  bajo  el  buen  cuidado  de  la  familia 
adoptiva  de  su  election." 

Amy  estaba  aferrada  a  la  idea  de  criar  a  Deanna,  pero  la  familia 
Dollar  y  futuros  candidatos  a  formar  pane  de  la  vida  de  la  nina 
ayudaron  con  la  resolution:  -Yo  nunca  pense  que  podia  renun- 
ciar  una  parte  de  mi,  pero  me  di  cuenta  que  no  se  trataba  de  mi, 
sino  lo  que  era  mejor  para  Deanna  -comento. 

Lo  mejor  para  Deanna,  a  lo  que  todos  acordaron,  la  familia 
Dollar  podia  adoptar  y  criar  a  la  nina.  Los  Dollar  admitieron  sen- 
tirse muy  bendecidos  al  recibir  este  maravilloso  regalo  de  la  vida, 
y  ademas,  crearon  una  relacion  basada  en  la  confianza  con  Amy 
y  Robbie.  -Despues  de  tanta  oration  y  de  amplia  discusion  con 
Robbie  y  Amy,  decidimos  acceder  a  la  adopcion  que  la  adopcion 
abierta  podria  funcionar.  jTodo  un  acto  de  fe!  -comento  Don. 

Las  familias  comenzaron  con  el  proceso  de  adaptation  du- 
rante el  embarazo  de  Amy,  visitaron  el  hospital,  tomaron  clases 
y  Dee  la  acompanaba  en  las  visitas  regulares  al  doctor.  Lodo  esto 
ayudo  a  disipar  las  dudas  en  cuanto  al  acuerdo  de  adopcion. 
Con  el  tiempo  lograron  establecer  un  vinculo.  Robbie  considera 
a  los  Dollar  como  parte  de  su  familia;  Don  describe  las  familias 
como  una  "mezcla  etema;"  y  Dee  agrego  que  cuando  adoptaron 
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a  Deanna,  tambien  adoptaron  a  las  familias  Hutton  y  Leornard. 

Dollars.  Ellos  han  vivido  parte  de  sus  vidas  en  los  anos  aca- 
demicos  de  Robbie  y  Amy  en  NC  State.  En  diciembre,  Robbie 
terminara  sus  estudios  en  Administracion  Deportiva  y  Amy  en 
comunicacion;  aunque  la  familia  Dollar  se  traslado  de  Cary  a 
Myrtle  Beach,  el  vinculo  entre  las  familias  sigue  vigente  y  las 
visitas  se  hacen  lo  mas  frecuente  posible. 

No  hay  secretos.  Deanna,  tiene  el  cabello  rubio  como  Amy  y 
los  ojos  cafes  de  Robbie,  sabe  que  es  adoptada  y  que  ellos  son  sus 
padres  biologicos.  -Deanna  podra  hacer  preguntas  a  lo  largo  de 
su  vida  a  sus  padres  biologicos  y  a  otros  miembros  de  la  familia, 
esto  la  ayudara  a  desarrollarse.  Ella  puede  disfrutar  del  carino  de 
ambas  familias  y  saber  lo  que  significa  para  todos.  -comento  Don 

Ver  a  Deanna,  a  sus  cuatro  anos,  tan  feliz  les  ayuda  a  confir- 
mar  que  hicieron  lo  correcto.  -Me  conforta  saber  que  los  Dollar 
son  una  buena  familia  y  saber  que  le  aguarda  un  buen  futuro 
-comenta  Robbie.  Amy  agrega  que  ahora  se  da  cuenta  del  ben- 
eficio  de  esta  experiencia;  ahora  se  siente  mas  fuerte  y  motivada 
para  ayudar  a  otras  personas  con  embarazos  imprevistos.  Como 
estudiante,  Amy  participa  en  muchos  grupos  universitarios,  y  al 
graduarse,  le  gustaria  comenzar  su  propia  organizacion  sin  fines 
de  lucro  que  promueva  la  adopcion  abierta,  la  cual  ha  funcio- 
nado  muy  bien  para  ella,  aunque  pueda  que  esta  no  sea  una 
opcion  para  los  demas. 

Cuando  le  preguntamos  si  sentia  algun  remordimiento,  ella 
nos  respondio  que  hizo  un  pacto  con  Dios  antes  de  firmar  los 
papeles  de  adopcion  -Le  dije,  "si  permito  que  esta  familia  crie  a 
mi  hija,  solo  te  pido  que  por  favor  nunca  me  arrepienta  de  esto" 
y  El  nunca  ha  roto  nuestra  promesa. 


I 


Conferencia  sobre  lecture 
espiritual  atrae  a  cientos 

El  sabado  28  de  marzo  en  la  Iglesia 
Catolica  de  St  Mary  en  Goldsboro,  se 
reunieron  mas  de  300  hispanos  catolicos 
de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh  para  la  confer- 
encia sobre  lectura  y  oracibn  de  la  Biblia 


o  lectio  divina.  La  reunion,  de  acuerdo  con  el  Padre  Carlos  Arce,  vlcario 
Diocesano  para  los  Hispanos,  tenia  doble  finalidad:  la  de  ensehar  a  los  par- 
ticipantes  en  el  metodo  de  lectio  divina  y  para  que  los  participates  entrenen 
a  otros  -Esperamos  que  cada  participate  pueda  ensenar  este  metodo  a  por 
lo  menos  diez  mas  -comento  el  Padre  Carlos. 

El  impetus  de  este  esfuerzo  de  evangelization  proviene  de  los  Obispos 
Latinoamericanos,  quienes  se  reunieron  en  Aparecida,  Brasil  en  2007  para 
destacar  la  importancia  de  la  integration  de  la  Escritura  y  de  la  oracion. 
Una  organizacion  con  sede  en  Miami  bajo  el  nombre  de  Lectionautas,  han 
tomando  como  mision  la  propagacion  de  lectio,  y  dos  miembros  de  la  mision 
dirigieron  el  entrenamiento  en  Goldsboro.  Cada  participate  recibio  una 
Biblia  en  espanol  y  materiales  para  aprender  el  metodo  basico  de  culto. 

Lectio  divina  es  una  practica  tradicional  catolica  de  oracion  y  lectura  de 
la  Biblia  con  la  intention  de  acercar  al  individuo  mas  a  Dios  e  incrementar 
el  conocimiento  de  Su  Palabra.  Lectio  se  practica  diariamente  por  una 
hora;  se  escoge  una  selection  de  Escrituras  con  una  hora  de  anticipation, 
con  frecuencia  es  la  lectura  del  Evangelio  del  dia,  luego,  se  lee  el  pasaje 
con  detenimiento  varias  veces.  Tambien  puede  escribir  palabras  del  pasaje 
que  le  llamen  a  la  atencion  durante  este  momento.  Despues,  se  hace  una 
reflexion  sobre  el  pasaje,  situandose  ante  la  presencia  de  Dios  y  de  la 
confianza  del  Espiritu  Santo  para  que  impartan  el  entendimiento  espiritual 
del  texto  sagrado  y  absorber  la  revelation  contenida  en  la  Escritura.  Luego, 
abrir  el  corazon  hacia  la  oracion  y  la  conversation  interna  con  Dios,  la  cual 
se  convierte  en  contemplation,  un  enfoque  simple,  silencioso  y  amoroso  en 
Dios.  El  ultimo  elemento  de  lectio  es  la  action  de  compartir  este  metodo  de 
oracion  con  los  demas. 


Mas  sobre 
adopcion 

La  adopcion  abierta  siempre  ha  sido  una  op- 
cion realizada  a  traves  de  abogados  o  de 
facilitadotes.  En  los  ultimas  dos  decadas.  sin 
embargo,  es  un  proceso  accesible  para  muchos 
padres,  como  lo  dice  Sandy  M.  Coook,  vicepresidente 
ejecutiva  de  la  Sociedad  de  Ninos  de  Carolina  del  Norte 
(Children's  Home  Society  of  N.C)  En  el  2001 ,  la  ley  en 
Carolina  del  Norte  ahora  le  permite  a  las  agencias  ofrecer 
esta  opcion. 

No  existen  estadisticas  concretas  con  respecto  al  numero 
de  adopciones  abiertas  en  este  Estado,  pero  segun  cifras  del 
Departamento  de  Estado  de  la  Salud  y  de  Servicios  Humanos 
(DHHS  por  sus  siglas  en  ingles)  indican  que  se  realizaron 
3,441  adopciones  en  el  Estado.  De  acuerdo  con  la  Directora 
de  DHHS,  Tammy  Johnson,  se  han  incrementado  las  adopcio- 
nes con  un  aproximado  de  30  a  ano. 

Pero,  6a  donde  pueden  acudir  estas  mujeres  a  pedir 
ayuda  acerca  d  embarazos  imprevistos  y  sobre  adopcio- 
nes? A  continuation  se  encuentra  una  lista  de  lugares  a  los 
que  pueden  acudir. 


1 .  Amazing  Grace  Adoptions 

1215  Jones  Franklin  Road, 
Suite  202, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 
919.858.8998/ 
info@agadoptions,  o 
www.agadoptions.org 

2.  Bethany  Christian  Adoption 
Services 

4008  Barrett  Dr.  Suite  206, 
Raleigh,  NC.27609 
919.510.951  1 
www.bethany.org 

3.  Birthchoice 

3820  Merton  Drive,  Suite  219, 
Raleigh,  NC,  27609 
919.781.5433  0 
www.birthchoicewake.org 

4.  Christian  Adoption  Services 

624-1  34  Matthews-Mint  Hill  Rd 
Matthews,  North  Carolina 
28105-1775  704.847.0038 
24-hour  birth  mother  hotline  1  - 
800.453.101  1 
cas@christianadopt.org 
www.christianadopt.org 


5.  Gabriel  Project 

c/o  Birthchoice 

3820  Merton  Drive, 

Suite  2 19, 

Raleigh,  NC,  27609 

919.1781.5433  6 

www.birthchoicewake.orgo 

7  Gateway  Center 

306  Hillsborough  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27605 
www.gatewaycampus.org 
919.833.0096 
(mainline) 
919.872.2442 
(24-hour  helpline) 
info@gatewaycampus.org 

8.  LifeCare 

Pregnancy  Center 

1001  Navaho  DrSte  101 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919.873.2440 
www.lifecarenc.org 


Confirmation  questions 
and  answers 

From  The  Catechism  of  the  Catholic  Church  (CCC) 


1 .  Define  the  mystery  of  the  Trinity,  (ccc  253-255) 

•  One  God  is  an  eternal  community  of  three  Divine  "Persons" 
(Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit),  separate  yet  fundamentally  equal, 
all  of  whom  have  existed  and  always  will  exist,  who  live  in  a 
constant  exchange  of  love. 

2.  What  are  the  foundations  for  Catholic  Church  teachings? 

(CCC  95) 

•  Scripture,  Tradition  (precepts  of  the  faith  continuously  transmitted  from 
the  Apostolic  Church  to  present  day),  and  the  Magisterium  (teaching 
authority  of  the  Church)  are  so  closely  united  with  each  other  that  one 
of  them  cannot  stand  without  the  others.  Working  together,  each  in  its 
own  way,  under  the  action  of  the  one  Holy  Spirit,  they  all  contribute 
effectively  to  the  salvation  of  souls.  (CCC  Compendium  #1 7) 

3.  What  are  the  four  Marks  of  the  Church?  Briefly  explain,  (ccc 

813-870) 

•  One,  Holy,  Catholic  and  Apostolic 

•  The  Church  is  one  because  of  Her  source,  foundation  and  bonds  of 
unity  in  Christ.  The  Church  is  holy  because  She  is  united  with  Christ, 
Who  through  the  Church  sanctifies  all  people  making  possible  holi- 
ness in  life.  The  Church  is  catholic  in  that  the  Church  is  universal,  that 
is,  She  is  present  to  all  people  in  all  times  and  places.  The  Church  is 
apostolic  because  She  can  trace  Her  teaching  and  authority  back  to 
the  Apostles  and  thus  to  Christ. 

4.  What  is  a  Sacrament?  (ccc  1113-1131) 

•  The  Sacraments,  instituted  by  Christ  and  entrusted  to  the  Church,  are 
efficacious  signs  of  grace  perceptible  to  the  senses.  Through  them 

divine  life  is  bestowed  upon  US.  (CCC  Compendium  #224) 

•  A  Sacrament  is  an  outward  (visible)  sign  instituted  by  Christ  to  give 
grace. 

5.  What  are  the  seven  Sacraments?  Name  the  Sacraments  of 
Initiation,  (ccc  1210-1211) 

•  Baptism,  Confirmation,  Holy  Eucharist,  Penance,  Anointing  of  the 
Sick,  Holy  Orders,  and  Matrimony  are  the  seven  Sacraments. 

•  Baptism,  Confirmation  and  Holy  Eucharist  are  the  Sacraments  of 
Initiation. 

6.  How  is  Christian  initiation  brought  about  through  the  Sacra- 
ments? (ccc  1212) 

•  Christian  Initiation  is  accomplished  by  means  of  the  Sacraments, 
which  establish  the  foundations  of  Christian  life.  The  faithful  bom 
anew  by  Baptism  are  strengthened  by  Confirmation  and  are  then 
nourished  by  the  Eucharist. 

(CCC  Compendium  #251) 

7.  When  did  Jesus'  disciples  first  experience  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit?  How  does  Sacred  Scripture  describe  the  event? 

•  The  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  the  disciples  on  the  feast  of  Pentecost, 
50  days  after  Easter. 


•  When  the  time  for  Pentecost  was  fulfilled,  they  were  all  in  one  place 
together.  And  suddenly  there  came  from  the  sky  a  noise  like  a  strong 
driving  wind,  and  it  filled  the  entire  house  in  which  they  were.  Then 
there  appeared  to  them  tongues  as  of  fire,  which  parted  and  came  to 
rest  on  each  one  of  them.  And  they  were  all  filled  with  the  holy  Spirit 
and  began  to  speak  in  different  tongues,  as  the  Spirit  enabled  them  to 
proclaim.  (Acts  2:  1-4) 

8.  How  does  the  Bishop  confirm?  (ccc  1299) 

•  First  the  Bishop  extends  his  hands  over  the  whole  group  of  persons 
to  be  confirmed  and  calls  upon  the  Holy  Spirit.  Next  the  Bishop  lays 
his  hand  upon  the  head  of  each  Candidate,  anoints  the  forehead  with 
the  sacred  chrism,  and  says: 

"  (Name) ...  be  sealed  with  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  candidate  responds  "Amen" 
Finally  the  Bishop  says,  "Peace  be  with  you." 
Candidate  responds,  "And  also  with  you." 

9.  What  is  Sacred  Chrism  and  why  is  it  used?  (ccc  1293-1296) 

•  Oil  mixed  with  balsam  and  consecrated  by  the  Bishop  used  for 
anointing  in  the  Rite  of  Confirmation. 

•  In  treating  the  rite  of  Confirmation,  it  is  fitting  to  consider  the  sign  of 
anointing  and  what  it  signifies  and  imprints:  a  spiritual  seal. 

•  Anointing,  in  Biblical  and  other  ancient  symbolism,  is  rich  in  meaning: 
oil  is  a  sign  of  abundance  and  joy;  it  cleanses  and  limbers;  oil  is  a  sign 
of  healing,  since  it  is  soothing  to  bruises  and  wounds;  and  it  makes 
radiant  with  beauty,  health,  and  strength. 

Why  does  the  Bishop  anoint  in  the  form  of  the  cross? 

(CCC  1303) 

•  The  Bishop  anoints  the  forehead  in  the  form  of  a  cross  to  remind  us 
that  we  belong  to  Christ  and  that  we  must  defend  our  faith  and  never 
be  ashamed  of  the  Cross. 

1 0.  Name  the  seven  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  Describe  briefly. 

1 .  Wisdom 

2.  Understanding 

3.  Knowledge 

4.  Counsel 

5.  Fortitude 

6.  Piety 

7.  Fear  of  the  Lord 

•  Wisdom  helps  us  to  know  God's  will  for  our  lives.  Understanding  en- 
ables us  to  appropriate  the  faith  to  make  it  our  own.  Knowledge  allows 
us  to  come  to  know  God  better,  that  we  may  have  a  personal  relation- 
ship with  Him.  Fortitude  helps  us  to  be  courageous  in  the  defense  of 
our  faith.  Counsel  aids  us  in  making  right  judgments.  Piety  will  make 
us  more  prayerful,  reverent,  and  holy.  Fear  of  the  Lord  is  a  holy  and 
healthy  awe  and  reverence  for  God,  the  creator  of  heaven  and  earth! 
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1 1.  What  is  the  Paschal  Mystery?  (ccc  571, 1362-1372) 

•  Jesus'  "Passover"  from  death  to  Life.  By  rising  from  the  dead  He 
conquered  sin  and  showed  us  the  promise  of  eternal  Life.  His 
resurrection  showed  conclusively  His  authority  over  death  and  His 
divinity. 

•  Christ's  work  of  redemption  accomplished  principally  by  his 
Passion,  death,  Resurrection,  and  glorious  Ascension,  whereby 
"dying  he  destroyed  our  death,  rising  he  restored  our  life".  The 
paschal  mystery  is  celebrated  and  made  present  in  the  liturgy  of 
the  Church,  and  its  saving  effects  are  communicated  through  the 
sacraments,  especially  the  Eucharist,  which  renews  the  paschal 
sacrifice  of  Christ  as  the  Sacrifice  offered  by  the  Church. 

12.  How  is  Christ  present  in  the  Eucharist?  (ccci  373-1 375, 

1413) 

•  Jesus  Christ  is  present  in  the  Eucharist  in  a  unique  and  incompa- 
rable way.  He  is  present  in  a  true,  real  and  substantial  way,  with 
His  Body  and  His  Blood,  with  His  Soul,  and  His  Divinity.  In  the 
Eucharist  therefore,  there  is  present  in  a  sacramental  way,  that  is, 
under  the  Eucharistic  species  of  bread  and  wine,  Christ  whole  and 
entire,  God  and  man.  (CCC  Compendium  #282) 

13.  What  is  conscience?  How  do  we  develop  a  well-in- 
formed conscience?  (ccc  1 776-1 780, 1 783-1 788, 1795-1797, 

1799-1800) 

•  Conscience  is  our  God-given  capacity  to  understand  the  law  of 
God  written  on  the  heart  of  every  human  being.  In  building  our 
relationship  with  God,  we  form  our  conscience  in  harmony  with  the 
teachings  of  Christ  through  the  Church  and  through  fervent  prayer. 

•  An  upright  and  true  moral  conscience  is  formed  by  education  and 
by  assimilating  the  Word  of  God  and  the  teaching  of  the  Church.  It 
is  supported  by  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  helped  by  the  advice 
of  wise  people.  Prayer  and  an  examination  of  conscience  can  also 
greatly  assist  one's  moral  formation.  (CCC  Compendium  #374) 

1 4.  What  are  the  Ten  Commandments? 

1 . 1  am  the  Lord  your  God;  you  shall  not  have  strange  Gods 
before  me. 

2.  You  shall  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  your  God  in  vain. 

3.  Remember  to  keep  holy  the  Lord's  day. 

4.  Honor  your  father  and  mother. 

5.  You  shall  not  kill. 

6.  You  shall  not  commit  adultery. 

7.  You  shall  not  steal. 

8.  You  shall  not  bear  false  witness  against  your  neighbor. 

9.  You  shall  not  covet  your  neighbor's  wife. 

1 0.  You  shall  not  covet  your  neighbor's  goods. 

1 5.  What  is  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount?  Where  is  it  found  in 
Sacred  Scripture?  What  are  the  Beatitudes?  (ccc  1716- 

1719) 

•  The  Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  the  first  public  "homily"  or  sermon  giv- 
en by  Jesus  Christ.  It  begins  with  the  Beatitudes,  but  contains  many 
other  exhortations  on  the  life  lived  according  to  the  will  of  God. 

•  The  Gospel  of  Matthew  chapters  5-7. 

•  The  teachings  of  Jesus  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  on  the  way  to 
true  happiness.  These  teachings  reflect  the  promises  made  to  the 
chosen  people  since  Abraham;  they  portray  the  countenance  of 
Christ  and  describe  his  charity.  Moreover,  by  shedding  light  on  the 
actions  and  attitudes  of  the  Christian  life,  they  describe  the  vocation 
of  all  the  faithful. 

1 .  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

2.  Blessed  are  they  who  mourn,  for  they  will  be  comforted. 

3.  Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  will  inherit  the  land. 

4.  Blessed  are  they  who  hunger  and  thirst  for  righteousness,  for 
they  will  be  satisfied. 

5.  Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  will  be  shown  mercy. 


6.  Blessed  are  the  clean  of  heart,  for  they  will  see  God. 

7.  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  will  be  called  children  of 
God. 

8.  Blessed  are  they  who  are  persecuted  for  the  sake  of  righteous- 
ness, for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

16.  What  is  mortal  sin?  (ccc  1 855,1857)  What  is  venial  sin? 

(CCC  1862) 

•  A  grave  infraction  of  the  law  of  God  that  destroys  the  divine  life  in  the 
soul  of  the  sinner  (sanctifying  grace),  constituting  a  turn  away  from 
God.  For  a  sin  to  be  mortal,  three  conditions  must  be  present:  grave 
matter,  full  knowledge,  and  full  consent  of  the  will. 

•  One  commits  a  venial  sin,  which  is  essentially  different  from  a  mortal 
sin,  when  the  matter  involved  is  less  serious  or,  even  if  it  is  grave, 
when  full  knowledge  or  complete  consent  are  absent. 

17.  What  are  the  three  central  teachings  of  our  Church  about 
the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary?  (ccc  490-493, 966) 

•  Immaculate  Conception:  Mary  was  immaculately  conceived. 
During  the  normal  course  of  human  procreation  between  Mary's 
earthly  parents,  God  the  Father  kept  Mary  free  from  original  sin.  He 
accomplished  this  in  anticipation  of  the  merits  of  Christ  on  the  Cross. 
It  does  not  mean,  therefore,  her  sinless  life,  perpetual  virginity  or 

the  miraculous  conception  of  Our  Divine  Lord  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  Immaculate  Conception  is  a  dogma  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

•  Perpetual  virginity:  Mary  was  a  perpetual  virgin.  To  further  illustrate 
that  it  is  God's  work  that  saved  us,  the  fact  that  Mary  remained  a  virgin 
after  the  birth  of  Jesus  was  defended  by  such  fathers  of  the  early 
Church  as  St.  Ambrose,  Pope  Leo  I  and  St.  Augustine.  It  was  defined 
by  the  Church  at  the  second  Council  of  Constantinople  in  A.D.  553. 

•  Assumption:  Mary  was  assumed  body  and  soul  into  Heaven.  Finally 
the  Immaculate  Virgin,  preserved  free  from  all  stain  of  original  sin, 
when  the  course  of  her  earthly  life  was  finished,  was  taken  up  body 
and  soul  into  heavenly  glory,  and  exalted  by  the  Lord  as  Queen  over  all 
things,  so  that  she  might  be  the  more  fully  conformed  to  her  Son,  the 
Lord  of  lords  and  conqueror  of  sin  and  death."  (506)  The  Assumption 
of  the  Blessed  Virgin  is  a  singular  participation  in  her  Son's  Resurrec- 
tion and  an  anticipation  of  the  resurrection  of  other  Christians: 

•  Pope  Pius  XII  solemnly  defined  this  doctrine  of  faith  on  Nov.  1 , 

1 950.  Mary  currently  enjoys  what  we  all  hope  to  share  with  Her. 

18.  Name  the  Joyful,  Sorrowful,  Glorious  and  Luminous  Mys- 
teries of  the  Rosary.  Briefly  explain  them. 

•  JoyfulMysteries:  Annunciation,  Visitation,  Nativity  of  Our  Lord, 
Presentation,  Child  Jesus  in  the  Temple. 

•  SorrowfulMysteries:  Agony  in  the  Garden,  Scourging  at  the  Pillar, 
Crowning  with  Thorns,  Carrying  the  Cross,  Crucifixion. 

•  GloriousMysteries:  Resurrection,  Ascension,  Descent  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  Assumption  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  Coronation  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary. 

•  LuminousMysteries:  Baptism  of  Our  Lord,  Miracle  at  the  Wed- 
ding Feast  of  Cana,  Proclamation  of  the  Kingdom,  Transfiguration, 
Institution  of  the  Eucharist. 

1 9.  What  are  the  seven  corporal  works  of  mercy? 

1 .  Feed  the  hungry.  2.  Give  drink  to  the  thirsty.  3.  Clothe  the  naked. 
4.  Shelter  the  homeless.  5.  Visit  the  imprisoned.  6.  Visit  the  sick. 
7.  Bury  the  dead. 

20.  Define  virtues  and  list  the  four  Cardinal  virtues  and  three 
Theological  virtues? 

•  Virtues  are  the  power  from  God  to  accomplish  some  kind  of 
moral  good. 

•  The  four  Cardinal  Virtues  are  prudence,  justice,  fortitude  and 
temperance. 

•  The  three  Theological  Virtues  are  faith,  hope,  and  charity  (love). 


community 


things  to  do: 

Catholic  Golden  Age  will 
meet  at  1 :30  p.m.,  on  May  3 
at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Cath- 
olic Church,  Fallon  Center, 
2718  Overbrook  Drive,  Ra- 
leigh, NC  27608.  Call  Mary 
Ruth  at  919.21  7.9580  or 
Michaeline  at  9 1  9.832.2974 
regarding  the  meeting,  as 
well  as  to  obtain  informa- 
tion on  CGA's  5:30  p.m. 
dinner  get-togethers  every 
third  Thursday  of  the  month 
throughout  the  year. 

Bishop's  Lecture  Series, 

May  29,  7p.m.-9  p.m.  at  St. 
Thomas  More,  940  Carmi- 
chael  St.,  Chapel  Hill,  NC 
27514.  Dr.  Patrick  O'Connell 
will  discuss  Theology  of  the 
Body/  Reprod  uctive 
Technologies. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group  for 
Women,  May  1 4,  7p.m. -9 
p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathe- 
dral, 219  Edenton,  Raleigh, 
NC  27603.  Single  Catholic 
women  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-45  who  are  committed  to 
praying  for  vocations,  growing 
in  holiness  while  in  the  midst 
of  the  world,  and  discerning 
the  call  of  Christ  are  invited  to 
the  Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women.  Thursday  evening 
meetings  will  begin  in  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  with  Adoration 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  7 
p.m.  followed  by  Benediction. 
At  8  p.m.  the  group  will  move 
to  the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  fellowship  and  discus- 
sions. Meetings  should  end 
by  9  p.m..  Contact  Fr.  Ned 
Shlesinger, 

vocations@raldioc.org. 

39th  Annual  Diocesan 
Youth  Convention  (ninth- 
1  2th-graders  and  adults  who 
work  with  them),  May  1  5- 
1  7,  Greenville  Convention 
Center,  Greenville,  NC.  This 
is  the  longest-running,  largest 


Catholic  Youth  Ministry  event 
in  the  state.  Participants  will 
experience  a  concert  (by  Matt 
Maher,  Catholic  recording  art- 
ist and  winner  of  multiple  Unity 
Awards),  keynote  presentations 
and  workshops,  meaningful 
prayer  experiences,  reconcili- 
ation and  a  closing  Liturgy  on 
Sunday  celebrated  by  Bishop 
Michael  F.  Burbidge.  This 
year's  theme:  "Remain  in  My 
Love"  (John  15:9-17). 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  May  1  6,  9  a.m. -noon 
at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral, 
219  Edenton  St.,  Raleigh, 
NC  27603.  Adult  Catholic 
men  between  the  ages  of  1  7- 
48  discerning  a  possible  call 
to  Priesthood  are  invited  to 
the  Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  meetings  held  on  the 
third  Saturday  of  each  month. 
If  you  are  just  beginning  to 
contemplate  a  vocation,  or 
are  more  serious  about  a 
call  to  priesthood,  please 
consider  attending  this  group. 
The  Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  in  which  to 
discuss  your  discernment  of 
a  possible  call  to  Priesthood 
with  other  men  who  are  also 
examining  the  call.  The  group 
discusses  issues  central  to 
the  call  and  does  so  within 
the  context  of  prayer,  presen- 
tations, and  discussion.  The 
morning  begins  with  Mass. 
Coffee  and  doughnuts  will 
be  available  in  the  Office  of 
Vocations  (two  doors  down 
from  the  Cathedral)  after 
Mass.  Morning  Prayer,  a 
discussion/presentation  about 
discernment/ Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer  and  lunch 
follow.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

Project  Rachel  Retreat, 

May  1  5,  6  p.m.  -  May  1  7, 
2  p.m.  at  Short  Journey 
Center,  2323  Cleveland 
Road,  Smithfield,  NC  27577. 


Jack  Ratz  Jr.  Memorial  Endowed  Scholarship 
Fund  Endowment  Luncheon,  May  1 9  at  Cardinal  Gib- 
bons High  School.  20th  Annual  Golf  Tournament  sched- 
uled for  Monday,  August  3  at  Wildwood  Country  Club. 
Registration  and  $45  entry  fee  due  July  27.  For  more 
information  contact  Margie  Clugston,  91  9-834-1  625. 
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Jn  Mis  flame 

"Your  Catholic  Store" 


1-800-735-4566 
or 

www.inhisname.com 


This  is  a  time  for  men  and 
women  to  heal  after  abor- 
tion. Participation  is  strictly 
confidential.  The  week-end 
combines  discussions,  spiri- 
tual exercises,  Sacrament  of 
Reconciliation  and  a  Memo- 
rial Mass.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  91  9.852.1021  or 
e-mail  projectrachel.nc.rr. 
com.  The  contact  person  is 
Jackie  Bonk. 

Wedding  Anniversary 
Mass,  May  1  7,  3  p.m.  at  Our 
Lady  of  Lordes,  2718  Over- 
brook  Drive,  Raleigh,  NC 
27608.  Bishop  Burbidge  will 
celebrate  Mass  for  Jubilar- 
ians  (25,  50  and  50-plus 
wedding  anniversaries).  For 
information  contact  Linda 
Bedo  at  919.821.9753  or 
bedo@raldioc.org. 

St.  Mary  Magdalene 
Monarchs  in  Motion  5K 
Race/Walk,  May  1  6, 

8am.  The  starting  point  is 
in  the  STMM  parking  lot. 
Proceeds  go  to  the  Parish 
Building  Fund.  Last  year's 
race  raised  over  $6,000 
for  the  parish.  For  sponsor- 
ship/race/general informa- 


tion, contact  Mike  Grace  at 
mike5kGrace@gmail.com 
or  91  9.349.4543.  You  can 
also  visit  STMM.net. 

Vocations  Holy  Hour,  June 

5,  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral. 
Hour  sponsored  by  the  Office 
of  Vocations.  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge will  be  the  presider  and 
homilist.  The  Vocations  Holy 
Hour  provides  the  people  of 
the  Diocese  an  opportunity 

to  pray  before  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  for  an  increase  in 
vocations  to  the  Priesthood 
and  Religious  Life.  This  Holy 
Hour  will  also  be  an  opportu- 
nity to  pray  especially  for  Vic 
Gournas  who  will  be  ordained 
to  the  Transitional  Diaconate 
the  following  day.  All  Catho- 
lics are  invited  to  join  Bishop 
Burbidge  at  this  Diocesan 
event  of  adoration  and  prayer 
for  vocations.  A  reception  will 
follow  the  Holy  Hour. 

Diaconate  Ordination,  June 

6,  1 0  a.m.  at  St.  Luke  Catho- 
lic Church,  1  2333  Bayleaf 
Church  Road,  Raleigh,  NC 
27614.  Transitional  Diacon- 
ate Ordination  for  John  Vic 
Gournas. 
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St.  Patrick's  students  raise 
more  than  $3,000  in  five  days 


►►  In  March,  the  approximately  250  students  of  St.  Patrick 
Catholic  School  in  Fayetteville  raised  $3,302.92  in  a  five-day 
friendly  competition  called  a  Penny  War.  The  goal  of  their 
conflict  was  to  raise  money,  in  a  spirit  of  Lenten  sacrifice  and 
generosity,  to  help  their  sister  parish,  St.  Joan  of  Arc  in  Plym- 
outh, N.C. 

Each  grade  level  had  a  clear  plastic  jug,  into  which  students 
dropped  pennies.  Each  cent  was  worth  one  point.  Silver  coins 
and  paper  bills  also  tallied  one  point  for  each  cent.  But  any 
silver  put  in  a  class  jar  by  an  opposing  team  resulted  in  the  sub- 
traction of  points  for  that  class.  So  one  quarter  in  the  jug  would 
mean  minus-25  points. 

Kindergarteners  faced  off  against  the  teachers  and  staff,  the 
first-  and  second-graders  dueled,  third-  and  fourth-graders 
squared  off,  fifth-  and  sixth-graders  went  head-to-head,  and 
it  was  the  seventh  versus  the  eighth  grade.  According  to  the 
mother  of  a  sixth-grader,  the  Penny  War  achieved  its  goal  of 
helping  the  children  develop  a  spirit  of  sacrifice  and  generos- 
ity. She  told  a  teacher  how  her  son  asked  her  if  she  would  buy 
the  two  $20  gift  cards  that  he  had  received  for  his  birthday  so 
he  could  donate  the  $40  to  the  Penny  War.  Another  student 
brought  in  his  entire  piggy  bank,  donating  more  than  $100. 

Sometimes  the  competition  extended  into  strategy.  The 


eighth-graders  hid  all  of  their  donations  in  the  homeroom 
teacher's  locker  to  lure  their  seventh  grade  opponents  into  a 
false  sense  of  security.  When  the  last  day  of  the  Penny  War 
came,  the  money  came  out  and  the  eighth  grade  finished  ahead 
of  the  seventh  grade. 

The  money  collected  will  be  used  to  purchase  catechism 
materials,  as  well  as  greatly  needed  technology  items  for  St. 
Joan  of  Arc.  The  school's  charitable  efforts  were  not  restricted  to 
money,  however.  The  schoolchildren,  along  with  the  Religious 
Education  (Sunday  School)  students,  have  also  collected  soap, 
toothpaste,  shampoo  and  other  personal  care  items.  All  items 
and  money,  as  well  as  Easter  baskets  for  the  children  of  St.  Joan 
of  Arc  Parish,  were  personally  delivered  during  Holy  Week. 


Statement  of 
Non-Discriminatory  Policy 
as  to  Students 


As  Catholic  schools  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  the  following  schools 
have  a  racially  non-discriminatory  policy  for  all  students,  as  our 
schools  admit  students  of  any  race,  color,  national  and  ethnic  origin 
or  sex  to  the  rights,  priviledges,  programs  and  activities  to  students 
at  the  schools. 

These  schools  do  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
national  and  ethnic  origin  or  sex  in  administration  of  educational 
policies,  admissions,  and  athletics  and  other  school-administered 
programs. 


Office  of  Catholic  Formation  and  Education 


Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa 

Superintendent 
of  Catholic  Formation  and  Education 


Schools  and  Early  Childhood  Centers 

Annunciation  Catholic  School,  Havelock  Pre-K-8 

Blessed  Sacrament  Catholic  School,  Burlington  Pre-K-8 

Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School,  Raleigh  9-12 

Cathedral  School,  Raleigh  Pre-K-8 

Immaculata  Catholic  School,  Durham  Pre-K-8 

Infant  of  Prague  Catholic  School,  Jacksonville  Pre-K-8 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic  School,  Raleigh  K-8 

Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  Catholic  School,  Rocky  Mount  Pre-K-7 

Pope  John  Paul  II  Catholic  School,  Southern  Pines  Pre-K-6 

Sacred  Heart  Early  Childhood  Center,  Pinehurst  Pre-K 

St.  Andrew  Early  Childhood  Center,  Apex  Pre-K&K 

St.  Ann  Catholic  School,  Fayetteville  Pre-K-8 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic  School,  Wake  Forest  K-8 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Early  Childhood  Center,  Wake  Forest  Pre-K 

St.  Egbert  Catholic  School,  Morehead  City  K-5 

St.  Francis  of  Assisi  ECLC,  Raleigh  2,3,4  yr  olds 

St.  Joseph  Catholic  Preschool,  Raleigh  Pre-K 

St.  Mark  Catholic  School,  Wilmington  K-8 

St.  Mark  Montessori  Catholic  Preschool,  Wilmington  Pre-K 

St.  Mary  Catholic  School,  Wilmington  Pre-K-8 

St.  Mary  Child  Development  Center,  Gamer  Pre-K 

St.  Mary  Magdalene  Catholic  School,  Apex  Pre-K-8 

St.  Mary  School,  Goldsboro  Pre-K-8 

St.  Michael  Catholic  School,  Cary  Pre-K-8 

St.  Michael  Early  Childhood  Center,  Cary  Pre-K&K 

St.  Patrick  Catholic  School,  Fayetteville  Pre-K-8 

St.  Paul  Education  Center,  New  Bern  Pre-K-8 

St.  Peter  Catholic  School,  Greenville  Pre-K-8 

St.  Raphael  Catholic  School,  Raleigh  K-8 

St.  Raphael  Early  Childhood  Center,  Raleigh  Pre-K&K 

St.  Therese  Catholic  School,  Wilson  Pre-K-5 

St.  Thomas  More  Catholic  School,  Chapel  Hill  Pre-K-8 

The  Franciscan  School,  Raleigh  K-8 
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have  our  first  totally  Hispanic 
first  Communion  this  year." 
He  also  makes  weekly  visits  to 
three  prisons  in  the  area,  in- 
cluding Caledonia  Correctional 
Institution,  a  high-security  fa- 
cility for  long-term  and  violent 
offenders. 

St.  John  the  Baptist  could  use 
more  space.  The  church  build- 
ing is  80  feet  from  pulpit  to 
vestibule;  the  small  parish  hall, 
with  its  aging  kitchen,  limits 
church  activities.  The  parish 
rents  its  hall  daily  to  Halifax 


Although  the 
first  Catho- 
lic Church 
in  Roanoke 
Rapids  was  dedicated  in 
1931,  Catholics  were  living  in  the  Roanoke  Valley  in  the  early 
1800s.  Many  of  them  were  Irish  farmers.  When  a  priest  was 
available,  they  would  gather  for  Mass  in  private  homes.  In 
1889,  a  church  was  built  in  Halifax,  N.C.  That  church,  Im- 
maculate Conception,  stands  today,  one  of  only  two  remaining 
church  buildings  in  the  Diocese  built  by  Servant  of  God  Fr. 
Thomas  Frederick  Price.  The  population  drawn  to  Roanoke 
Rapids  by  the  textile  mills  in  the  20th  centu- 
ry was  probably  the  reason  the  church 
was  eventually  relocated. 


Fr.  Michael  Butler,  pastor  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  grew  up 
in  Roanoke  Rapids  and  con- 
siders it  home.  He  describes 
the  current  makeup  of  the 
250-family  parish  as  a  diverse 
mix  of  cultures  and  ages.  The 
Irish  and  Lebanese  have  always 
been  pillars  of  the  Church 
there.  Lake  Gaston  to  the  north 
draws  retirees.  There  is  a  small 
number  of  African  Americans. 
Filipino  and  Indian  families 
have  arrived  as  teachers  and 
doctors  and  health-care  work- 
ers. The  Hispanic  population  is 
noticeable,  but  not  as  large  as  in 


some  other  parts  of  the  Dio- 
cese due  to  the  scarcity  of  jobs 
-  Halifax  County  is  one  of  the 
three  poorest  counties  in  North 
Carolina.  There  are  younger 
families  whose  children  attend 
faith  formation  classes.  "We  also 
get  a  fair  number  of  visitors," 
Fr.  Butler  says,  "because  we're 
midway  between  New  York  and 
Florida." 

With  such  a  diverse  parish 
community,  the  pastors  work 
is  also  varied.  "I  do  a  lot  of 
convalidations  of  marriages, 
Hispanic  baptisms  and  anoint- 
ing of  the  sick,"  he  says.  "We'll 


the  Diocese  of 

Raleigh 


resource 


St  John 
the  Baptist, 
Roanoke  Rapids 

900 

Hamilton  St 
Roanoke 
Rapids,  NC 
27870 

252.537.4667 


Community  College  for  adult 
development  classes  for  the 
intellectually  challenged.  "We 
have  property  to  build  a  new 
church,"  Fr.  Butler  says,  "and 
it  would  be  wonderful  to  have 
one  and  a  larger  parish  hall 
with  lots  of  meeting  space.  But, 
right  now,  we 
l  can't  afford  to 
build  them." 

Asked  how 
he  would 
characterize 
his  parish,  Fa- 
ther Butler  doesn't 
hesitate:  "We're  a  family," 
he  says.  "Everybody  knows 
everyone  else.  On  Sundays,  I 
know  if  someone  is  missing. 
When  anyone  is  sick  or  needs 
something,  people  always 
pitch  in  to  clean  the  house  or 
bring  food.  When  I  was  in  the 
hospital  a  couple  of  years  ago, 
people  were  very  good  to  me. 
The  cleaning  of  the  church  and 
the  hall  is  done  completely 
by  volunteers.  It's  amazing 
the  way  we  take  care  of  each 
other." 
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By  Rich  Reece 


IN  the  FOOTSTEPS 


ok  rut  Tarheel  apostles 


m ! 

PRAY  FOR  OUR  SEMINARIANS 
BY  NAME,  ESPECIALLY 

VIC  GOURNAS 

as  he  prepares  for 
ordination  to  the 
transitional  dlaconate 
on  Saturday,  June  6,  2009 


ARE  you  CALLED  to  follow  "in  the 

CX)  I  ST  LPS  OF  THE  TARHEEL  APOSTLES?" 

Contact  Father  Ned  Shlesinger  919.832.6280  /  vocations@raldioc.org 


Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Raleigh 

www.raleighvocations.org 


Create  the  lifestyle  of  your  choice  in  a 
Pennybyrn  cottage. 


It's  all  here:  the  ambiance  of  a  charming  neighborhood, 
walking  trails  and  gardens,  friendly  neighbors,  and 
gracious  cottages  that  welcome  you  home.  Each  with 
a  bright,  open  design  and  generous  appointments.  And 
just  steps  from  your  door,  the  Pennybyrn  Community  & 
Wellness  Center  and  complete  Fitness  Center.  No  yard 
work.  No  repair.  No  worries!  Just  full-service  retirement 
living  that  frees  you  to  live  the  life  you  love.  In  a  new 
community  built  on  tradition  and  credibility  and  just 
10  minutes  from  Greensboro.  Call  or  come  by  today. 

(336)  821-4050  or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343 
www.PennybyniAtMaryfield.com 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
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Thank  your  for  your  support  of  the  2009  Bishop's  Annu.» 

Appeal.    This  year,  over  28,000  people  across  the  Diocese  i 
Raleigh  have  made  a  donation.   By  fulfilling  your  pledge,  yc 
enable  Catholic  Charities  and  other  essential  ministries  of  t 
Diocese  to  continue  to  reach  out  in  service  and  compassion  in 
hese  challenging  economic  times. 

If  you  have  a  balance  on  your  pledge,  you  should  be: 
receiving  monthly  pledge  reminders  by  email  or  through 
regular  mail.  For  any  questions  about  your  pledge,  pl|U 
contact  the  BAA  Office  at  919-821-8142. 


Be  rich  in  good  works, 
generous,  and  ready  to  share 
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from    the  bishop 


ne  of  the  most  joyful  days  in  my  life  was 
August  4,  2006,  the  day  I  was  installed  as 
the  fifth  Bishop  of  Raleigh.  As  I  reflect  on 
the  past  three  years,  I  am  overwhelmed 
with  gratitude  for  the  Lords  goodness  in  allowing  me 
to  serve  in  such  a  vibrant  and  faith-filled  Diocese.  I 
was  particularly  blessed  to  be  installed  on  the  day  the 
universal  Church 
celebrates  the  feast  of 
one  of  my  favorite  saints, 
Saint  John  Vianney  the 
150th  anniversary  of 
whose  death  occurs  this 
year.  He  is  the  model 
and  patron  for  all  priests, 
and  identified  by  Pope 

Benedict  XVI  as  "a  true  exemplar  of  a  pastor  at  the  service  of  Christ's  flock." 


In  This  Year  for  Priests, 
Pray  for  Us 


In  declaring  the  Year  for  Priests  from  June  19,  2009  to  June  19,  2010,  our  Holy  Father  has  held  up 
the  example  of  Saint  John  Vianney  for  priests  and  for  all  of  us.  His  unwavering  pursuit  of  holiness,  his 
profound  love  for  Jesus  in  the  Most  Blessed  Sacrament,  his  complete  trust  in  the  Lord's  mercy,  his  tireless 
commitment  to  prayer  and  his  zealous  service  inspired  the  lives  of  those  he  served  and,  with  the  grace  of 
God,  transformed  the  French  village  of  Ars  and  his  entire  parish  community. 

The  Year  for  Priests,  as  explained  by  Pope  Benedict  XVI,  is  a  grace-filled  moment  to  encourage  priests, 
in  imitation  of  Saint  John  Vianney,  to  strive  for  the  spiritual  perfection  on  which,  above  all,  the  effective- 
ness of  their  ministry  depends.  Like  you,  I  am  deeply  inspired  by  the  holiness  and  faithfulness  of  the 

priests  serving  in  this  Diocese.  They  love  Our  Lord 
Jesus  and  strive  daily  to  offer  their  lives  in  worthy 
service  of  Him  and  His  Church.  My  brother  priests 
and  I  know  that  we  can  only  do  this  with  God's 
Divine  assistance  and  with  your  prayers  and  sup- 
port, for  which  we  are  most  grateful.  In  a  special 
way  throughout  the  Year  for  Priests,  we  ask  for  your 
renewed  prayers  as  you  encourage  us  to  grow  in 
holiness  and  spiritual  perfection. 

Specifically  I  ask  that  you  and  your  families  pray 
daily  the  Diocesan  Prayer  for  Priests,  included  in 
this  edition  of  our  magazine.  Please  also  find  ways  in  your  parish  communities  to  celebrate  the  life  and 
ministry  of  your  priests.  Refer  to  our  Diocesan  web  site  and  magazine,  which  will  provide  additional 
resources  and  materials  related  to  the  celebration  of  the  Year  for  Priests.  Pray  especially  that  more  men 
will  hear  and  respond  to  the  Lord's  call  to  serve  as  priests  and  that  our  Diocese  will  also  be  blessed  with 
an  increase  of  vocations  to  consecrated  life. 

In  my  installation  homily,  I  quoted  Saint  John  Vianney's  challenge  to  his  people:  "Let  us  break  the 
bonds  of  sin,  let  us  live  in  God,  let  us  promise  anew  fidelity  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  let  us  stand  firmly  in 
faith."  My  brothers  and  sisters,  the  Year  for  Priests  is  an  opportunity  for  all  priests  and  all  the  faithful  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  the  Gospel  and  the  words  of  Saint  John  Vianney.  If  we  do,  then  all  of  us  and  our 
entire  Diocese  will  experience  a  radical  transformation  and  we  will  grow  in  spiritual  perfection. 

With  God's  grace,  may  the  Year  for  Priests  be  a  time  of  deep  spiritual  renewal  for  all  our  priests  and 
a  source  of  abundant  blessings  for  the  entire  Diocese.  Mary,  Mother  of  Priests,  and  Saint  John  Vianney 
pray  for  us! 


The  Year  for  Priests,  as  explained  by  Pope 

Benedict  XVI,  is  a  grace-filled  moment  to 
encourage  priests,  in  imitation  of  Saint 

John  Vianney,  to  strive  for  the  spiritual  per- 
fection on  which,  above  all,  the  effectiveness  of 
their  ministry  depends. 
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Liturgical  Calendar:  Blessed  Junipero  Serra,  priest  July  1    Feast  of  St. 
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The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Bur- 
bidge  ordained  John  Vic  Gournas 
to  the  Order  of  Deacon  in  a  sol- 
emn ceremony,  June  6,  at  St.  Luke 
the  Evangelist  Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh. 
More  than  250  people  attended  the  Mass,  in- 
cluding Deacon  Gournas'  sisters,  Toni  Davis 
and  Liz  Taylor,  family  and  friends. 

A  native  of  Raleigh,  Deacon  Gournas  is  the  son  of  Johnny 
and  Helen  Gournas,  both  of  whom  passed  away.  A  graduate 
of  Sanderson  High  School  in  Raleigh,  he  holds  bachelor  of 
science  and  master  of  science  degrees  from  North  Carolina 
State  University. 

In  an  interview  prior  to  the  ordination,  Deacon  Gournas 
expressed  his  "excitement  at  entering  into  a  whole  new  life,  a 
life  that  is  not  my  own."  Coming  from  an  evangelical  Protes- 
tant background,  Gournas  experienced  a  "spiritual  renewal, 
and  a  renewal  of  hope"  in  his  30s  that  led  to  his  joining  the 

Catholic  Church.  "I 

In  an  interview  prior  to 
the  ordination,  Gournas 

expressed  his  "excite- 
ment at  entering 
into  a  whole  new 
life,  a  life  that  is  not 
my  own." 


think  in  the  Protestant 
church  the  empha- 
sis was  more  on  the 
individual  and  one's 
emotional  response," 
Deacon  Gournas  said. 
"Reading  about  the 
Catholic  Church,  I 
found  it  tremendously 
reassuring  to  learn  we 


didn't  have  to  reinvent 
the  Church;  it  came  from  Jesus.  And  worship  didn't  depend 
on  how  I  felt;  I  could  always  go  to  the  Eucharist  and  know 
that  I  could  participate  and  be  nourished." 

In  his  homily  at  the  ordination,  Bishop  Burbidge  spoke  of 
the  support  Deacon  Gournas  has  received  from  his  family, 
friends,  Diocesan  clergy  and  faithful  and  from  his  fellow 
seminarians.  "What  a  profound  blessing  to  know  that  you 
are  never  alone,"  Bishop  Burbidge  said.  "You  know  you  can 
depend  on  the  powerful  intercession  of  Mary  our  Mother 
who  will  walk  with  you  each  and  every  day"  the  Bishop 
added. 

Deacon  Gournas  will  serve  a  summer  assignment  as 
Deacon  at  Saint  Catherine  of  Siena  Parish  in  Wake  Forest, 
before  returning  to  Saint  Charles  Borromeo  Seminary  in 
Philadelphia  for  his  final  year  of  Theology  in  preparation  for 

Priesthood  Ordination  next  June.  -  Photography  by  Paul  Tomas 


doctor  of  the  church  July  1  5  Our  Lady  of  Mount  Carmel  July  1  6  St.  Camillus  de  Lellis,  priest  July  1 8  St.  Apollinarius,  bishop  and  martyr  July  20  St.  Lawrence  of  Brindisi,  priest  and  doctor  of  t 


Tekakwitha  Conference: 
National  Meeting  Convenes  in 
Raleigh 

►►  The  Native  Americans  and  their  support- 
ers who  gathered  at  the  Raleigh  Convention 
Center  from  July  1  -5  represented  1  55  tribes 
from  the  United  States  and  several  foreign 
countries,  but  they  counted  one  central  thing 
in  common:  their  Catholic  religion. 

Under  the  patronage  of  Blessed  Kateri 
Tekakwitha,  the  70th  Annual  Tekakwitha  Con- 
ference opened  on  Wednesday  evening  with 
welcomes  from  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
of  Raleigh,  Raleigh  Mayor  Charles  Meeker 
and  Archbishop  Charles  Chaput,  OFM, 
of  Denver,  the  only  archbishop  of  Native 
American  descent  and  also  the  Tekakwitha 
Conference  Episcopal  Moderator.  Organiz- 
ers expected  more  than  700  to  attend,  with 
registration  open  through  the  conference. 

Centered  on  the  theme  "With  Kateri 
We  Spread  God's  Word,"  the  conference 
focused  on  the  goals  of  North  America's  only 
Catholic  Native  American/  Aboriginal  orga- 
nization: To  unify  Native  American  Catholics 
while  respecting  tribal  differences,  and  to 
empower  them  to  live  in  harmony  with  their 
Catholic  and  native  spirituality. 
"The  expectation  of  people  who  come  to  the 
conference  is  that  they'll  experience  spiritual 
renewal  and  healing,  especially  during  prayer 
time,"  said  Sister  Kateri  Mitchell,  SSA, 
executive  director  of  the  Tekakwitha  Confer- 
ence. "It's  for  enrichment  as  far  as  gaining  a 
deeper  understanding  of  native  tradition  and 
spirituality,  and  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  how  native  and  traditional 
ways  are  compatible  with  each  other!' 
Founded  in  1 939,  the  Tekakwitha  Confer- 
ence represents  almost  a  half-million  Native 
Catholics  who  are  members  of  more  than 
300  tribes  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
It  works  through  Kateri  Circles  (parish-based 
prayer  circles  for  youth  and  adults),  regional 
mini-conferences,  and  by  providing  educa- 
tional and  support  materials  to  Native  Ameri- 
cans and  to  those  who  minister  to  them. 
Tekakwitha,  as  she  was  named,  was  bom  in 
1 656  to  a  Catholic  Algonquin  mother  and 
a  Mohawk  chief.  After  a  smallpox  epidemic 
claimed  her  parents  and  young  brother  and 
left  her  badly  scarred  and  vision-impaired, 


II 


she  was  adopted  by  her  aunt  and  uncle  at 
age  four. 

Influenced  by  a  nearby  mission,  Tekakwitha 
sought  baptism  and  on  April  5,  1  676  was 
baptized  and  given  the  name  Kateri.  She  left 
her  Mohawk  village  for  Sault  St.  Louis,  and 
on  Christmas  Day  of  1677  she  received  her 
first  Holy  Communion.  After  a  life  of  chastity 
devoted  to  teaching  children  and  caring  for 
the  sick  and  aged,  she  died  on  April  1  7, 
1  680  at  age  24.  Her  last  words  were  "lesos 
konoronkwa":  'Jesus,  I  love  you." 

Immediately  after  she  died,  those  with  her 
witnessed  the  disappearance  of  the  smallpox 
scars  on  her  face,  and  in  1 980  she  was 
beatified  by  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  Rome. 

One  of  the  conference's  missions  was  to 
pray  for  her  canonization. 
Throughout  the  conference,  workshops  and 
speakers  addressed  the  life  of  Blessed  Kateri. 
Following  the  Thursday  morning  parade  of 
participants  in  traditional  native  costume, 
Archbishop  Chaput  spoke  on  "A  Comparison 
of  the  Spiritualities  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  and 
Blessed  Kateri."  Other  sessions  focused  on 
"Wellness  of  Body,  Mind  and  Spirit  Through 
Kateri's  Love"  and  "Walking  with  Kateri 
Today." 

There  was  also  emphasis  on  integrating 
Blessed  Kateri's  spirituality  into  personal 
prayer  and  parish  life,  such  as  establishing 
or  rejuvenating  Kateri  Circles.  Chris  Keffer, 
the  conference  chair  and  a  descendant  of 
the  Onandaga  tribe,  is  the  head  of  the  Kateri 
Circle  at  St.  Mary  Church  in  Gamer.  "It's  a 
great  opportunity  for  people  to  see  there  are 
other  cultures  within  the  Catholic  Church," 
she  said  of  the  conference. 


Fr.  Wiesenbaugh  marks  50  Years  as  a  Jesuit 

►►  At  a  special  Mass  June  1  2,  at  the  Alumni  Memorial  Chapel 
at  Loyola  College  in  Maryland,  Fr.  Robert  D.  Wiesenbaugh,  S.J., 
along  with  1  2  other  Jesuits  of  the  Maryland  Province,  marked 
the  50th  anniversary  of  his  entrance  into  the  Society  of  Jesus. 
A  Philadelphia  native,  Fr.  Wiesenbaugh  is  parochial  vicar  of  St. 
Raphael  Parish  in  Raleigh,  and  has  ministered  at  several  other 
North  Carolina  parishes,  as  well  as  in  Bolivia.  He  was  previous- 
ly a  college  chaplain  with  assignments  that  included  Chaplain  to 
Saint  Joseph's  University. 


Each  day  began  with  prayer.  "Prayer  times 
are  key  for  us,"  said  Sister  Kateri.  "Prayer  is 
what  binds  us  together!'  In  the  mornings  and 
afternoons  were  workshops:  Keffer  presented 
on  North  Carolina  Natives,  Father  Eduardo 
Chavez  of  Mexico  City  gave  an  introduction  to 
St.  Juan  Diego  and  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe, 
and  others  gave  accounts  of  Blessed  Kateri's 
life  and  their  own  experiences  with  her. 

There  were  also  sessions  for  regional 
Kateri  circles  and  gatherings  for  indigenous 
and  religious  clergy  sharing. 

Keynote  speakers  included  Sister  Judy 
Gomila,  MSC,  of  New  Orleans,  who  spoke 
on  the  conference's  theme,  and  Sarah  Snake, 
who  presented  to  both  adults  and  youth  on 
"My  Walk  with  Kateri."  Bishop  Burbidge  and 
Archbishop  Chaput  offered  Mass,  and  on 
Thursday  evening  a  healing  and  reconciliation 
service  was  held. 

Concurrently,  a  youth  agenda  offered 
crafts,  talks  on  native  pride,  workshops 
on  spirituality  and  Kateri  circles,  the  life  of 
Blessed  Kateri,  games  and  a  talent  show,  and 
visits  to  Raleigh  sites. 

After  a  Rosary  and  the  transfer  of  the 
Kateri  traveling  statue  to  the  201 0  host  com- 
mittee, the  conference  closed  on  Saturday 
evening  with  Mass  offered  by  Father  Wayne 
Passe,  executive  director  of  Black  and  Indian 
Missions  of  Washington,  DC. 

"Overall,"  said  Sister  Kateri,  "Everyone 
who  came  to  the  conference  came  to  recon- 
nect with  family  -  we  are  all  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  extended  family  is  very  important 
in  our  tradition.  We  were  glad  to  see  a  wide 
span  of  ages,  from  infants  on  up  to  elders." 

-  Dana  Lorelle 

Sister  Marcella  Francis 
Milhouse,  O.S.F. 

►►  Sister  Marcella  Francis  Milhouse,  OSF 
63,  died  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  on  May  9. 
Sister  Marcella  Francis  served  for  six  years  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  From  1 992-1 995 
she  served  at  St.  Stanislaus  Parish  in  Castle 
Hayne  and  from  1 997-2000  she  was  in 
pastoral  ministry  at  Sea  Breeze  Evangelization 
and  Community  Outreach  in  Carolina  Beach. 
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Diocesan 
Seminarians 
Instituted  in 
Ministries  of 
Acolyte  and  Lector 


•  Two  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
seminarians  have  been  instituted 
in  the  Ministry  of  Acolyte,  while 
a  third  has  been  instituted  in  the 
Ministry  of  Lector.  The  minis- 
tries are  steps  along  the  way  to 
Priestly  ordination. 

Brendan  Buckler  and  Juan 
Manuel  Lopez,  both  completing 
their  second-year  Theology,  be- 
came Acolytes  at  a  Mass  held  at 
St.  Charles  Borromeo  Seminary 
in  Philadelphia  on  May  1 ,  with 
Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  in 
attendance. 

An  Acolyte  is  appointed  to 
aid  the  deacon  and  to  minister 
to  the  priest  at  the  altar  and  as 
special  ministers  to  give  Holy 
Communion  to  the  faithful 
at  the  liturgy  and  to  the  sick. 
Acolytes  may  also  expose  the 
Eucharist  for  public  adoration  in 
the  absence  of  a  priest  of  dea- 
con. During  the  institution  Lit- 
urgy, candidates  are  reminded 
that  they  will  have  a  special  role 
in  the  Church's  ministry,  since 
the  summit  and  source  of  the 
Church's  life  is  the  Eucharist, 
which  builds  up  the  Christian 
community  and  makes  it  grow. 
The  candidates  are  asked  to 
show  a  sincere  love  for  Christ's 

Korean  Parish 

Erected  in  Diocese  

On  May  6,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  will  erect  the  Triangle  Korean 
Catholic  Community  (TKCC)  as  a  parish 
under  the  patronage  of  Saint  Ha-Sang  Paul 
Jung,  a  Korean  layman  who  was  martyred  in 
1839. 

The  community  of  1  50  registered  families 
was  formed  approximately  20  years  ago.  It 
celebrates  Mass  each  Saturday  evening  at  St. 


Mystical  Body,  God's  holy 
people  and  especially  for  the 
weak  and  the  sick. 

Don  Maloney,  who  is  complet- 
ing his  first-year  Theology,  was 
instituted  in  the  Ministry  of  Lector 
at  a  ceremony  at  St.  Charles 
Borromeo  on  April  25. 

The  Ministry  of  Lector 
provides  for  the  reading  of 
the  sacred  Scripture  in  the 
liturgical  assembly,  except  for 
the  gospel  in  the  Mass.  During 
the  institution  of  Lector  Liturgy, 
candidates  are  instructed  that 
through  the  proclamation  of 
the  word,  they  will  instruct 
children  and  adults  in  the  faith 
and  "bring  the  message  of 
salvation  to  those  who  have  not 
yet  received  it."  The  concluding 
prayer  calls  on  those  gathered 
to  pray  "that  they  may  be 
faithful  to  the  Word  entrusted 
to  them,  proclaim  Christ  to  the 
world,  and  so  give  glory  to  our 
Father  in  heaven." 


Fourteen  Men 
Instituted  As  Acolytes 

►►  On  June  1 3,  at  a  Mass  at 
St.  Mary  Catholic  Church  in 
Goldsboro,  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of 
Raleigh,  instituted  1 4  men  in  the  Ministry  of  Acolyte,  the  third  stage 
in  their  progress  toward  the  diaconate.  In  1  972,  Pope  Paul  VI 
established  three  stages  (two  of  which  are  termed  ministries)  that 
men  would  receive  before  entrance  into  the  clerical  state,  when 
they  are  ordained  deacons.  The  first  stage  is  candidacy,  which  is 
a  public  acknowledgement  of  intent  to  study  for  Holy  Orders  and 
the  Bishop's  public  acceptance  of  the  men  who  wish  to  do  so.  The 
second  stage  is  Institution  in  the  Ministry  of  Lector.  At  this  stage, 
they  are  to  be  the  ordinary  readers  of  Sacred  Scripture  in  the  lit- 
urgy and  are  charged  with  frequent  and  prayerful  study  and  reading 
of  those  Scriptures.  The  institution  as  Acolytes  means  that  they  will 
be  ordinary  ministers  of  the  altar  and  of  the  Eucharist  -  no  longer 
extraordinary  ministers  of  Holy  Communion.  They  can  publicly 
expose  and  repose  the  Blessed  Sacrament  (without  Benediction 
-  since  they  have  no  authority  to  give  blessings)  and  they  are  to  be 
regularly  involved  in  serving,  acting  as  masters  of  ceremony,  train- 
ing altar  servers,  and  distribution  of  Holy  Communion  when  there 
are  not  sufficient  priests  or  deacons. 

2008-09  Bishop's  Lecture  Series  Concludes 


•  On  May  29,  Dr.  Patrick  O'Connell  delivered  the  third  installment 
of  the  2008-09  Bishop's  Lecture  Series.  Speaking  to  more  than  1 00 
attendees  at  St.  Thomas  More  Church  in  Chapel  Hill,  Dr.  O'Connell,  an 
internist  with  Duke  Health  Care  who  is  certified  by  the  National  Catholic 
Center  for  Bioethics,  presented  his  talk  in  two  parts.  First,  he  summa- 
rized the  basic  themes  of  Pope  John  Paul  ll's  Theology  of  the  Body. 

In  part  two,  drawing  on  this  theology  and  on  Donum  Vitae,  a 
1  987  instruction  from  the  U.S.  Bishops,  Dr.  O'Connell  explained  the 
various  treatments  available  for  infertility  and  considered  them  in  the 
light  of  Catholic  teaching. 

The  2009-1 0  Bishop's  Lecture  Series  will  re-commence  in  the 
fall,  2009. 


Michael  the  Archangel  Church  in  Cary,  with 
a  Sunday  morning  and  Wednesday  evening 
Mass  celebrated  at  its  rectory  in  New  Hill.  Its 
pastor  is  Rev.  Daegun  Andrew  Choong  Seob 
Kim. 

Bishop  Burbidge's  announcement  of 
creating  a  parish  was  based  on  a  recommen- 
dation by  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh's  Council  of 
Priests.  The  community  requested  the  parish 
be  named  in  honor  of  Saint  Ha-Sang  Paul 
Jung,  who  was  canonized  by  Pope  John  Paul 
II  on  May  6,  1 984.  Saint  Paul  Chong  was  a 


leader  of  the  early  Korean  Catholic  Church, 
who  kept  the  Korean  Catholics  energized 
following  the  killing  of  all  Catholic  clergy  in  the 
country  in  the  early  1 800s.  When  the  Vatican 
and  Church  in  China  began  sending  priests 
back  into  the  country,  Paul  Chong  entered  the 
seminary.  In  1 839,  he  was  executed  before 
he  could  be  ordained. 

The  new  parish  of  Saint  Ha-Sang  Paul 
Jung  has  begun  plans  to  construct  its  own 
parish  buildings  in  the  near  future,  by  purchas- 
ing land  in  southwest  Wake  County. 


Death  of  Father 
Michael  Langell 

Father  Michael 
Langell,  70,  a  native 
of  St.  Claire  Shores, 
Mich.,  and  a  Glenmary 
Home  Missioner  for 
more  than  40  years, 
died  April  29  in 
Wndsor.  following  a 
brief  illness.  Father  Langell  was  ordained  in 


1968  and  served  home  mission  counties 
in  Kentucky,  Texas,  Tennessee,  Georgia  and 
North  Carolina.  In  2004,  Father  Langell 
arrived  in  eastern  North  Carolina  and  called 
together  the  Catholic  Community  of  Bertie 
County,  the  first  Catholic  congregation  to  be 
established  in  the  county.  He  was  serving  as 
pastor  of  that  community,  as  well  as  the  St. 
Joan  of  Arc  mission  in  nearby  Plymouth,  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

"Father  Langell  was  a  quiet,  deeply  com- 
passionate man  whose  commitment  to  his 


home  mission  ministry  and  to  those  living  in 
the  missions  was  unparalleled,"  said  Father 
Dan  Dorsey,  President  of  the  Glenmary 
Home  Missioners.  "He  was  a  gifted  homilist 
whose  extraordinary  talents  lent  themselves 
to  outreach  efforts  that  included  his  radio 
program  and  his  newspaper  columns. 

"The  past  five  years  in  Bertie  County  were 
the  happiest  of  Father  Langell's  life,"  Father 
Dorsey  continued.  "Although  calling  together 
a  new  mission  community  is  challenging,  he 
rose  to  the  challenge  and  thrived  in  it." 
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local  news 


2009  Bishop  F.  Joseph  Gossman 
Awards  Presented  to  School  Volunteers 

The  2009  Bishop  F.  Joseph  Gossman  Award  was  presented  to  volun- 
teers from  five  Catholic  schools  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The  individuals 
were  honored  at  a  reception  and  dinner  May  8  at  the  Fallon  Center  at  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  Church  in  Raleigh.  The  event  was  attended  by  Bishop 
Emeritus  Gossman  and  Msgr.  David  D.  Brockman,  Vicar  General  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

Those  recognized  are  Mrs.  Pam  Christenson,  Mr.  Mark  Falgout,  Dr.  RK. 
and  Mrs.  Ann  Lim,  Mrs.  Monica  Mense  and  Mrs.  Nanette  Walsh. 

The  award  was  established  to  recognize  individuals  who  have  made  out- 
standing contributions  to  Catholic  education  in  the  Diocese  through  extraordi- 
nary service.  It  could  come  in  the  way  of  time,  talent  and/or  treasure. 

Mrs.  Christenson  has  been  actively  involved  in  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  the  school  library  at  St.  Mark  Catholic  School  in  Wilmington.  Since 
2002,  she  has  volunteered  more  than  2,800  hours  cataloguing  books, 
working  the  circulation  desk  and  preparing  displays.  In  addition,  she  created 
a  volunteer  area,  donated  furniture  and  designed  and  made  costumes  for  the 
school  musical.  Staffers  call  her  a  blessing  to  the  school. 

For  the  last  five  years,  Mr.  Falgout  has  served  as  the  adviser  for  the  school 
newspaper  at  Immaculata  School  in  Durham.  Executive  producer  for  special 
projects  with  WTVD/ABC- 1  1  in  Durham,  he  guides  students  in  developing 
creative  thinking  skills,  effective  research  and  reporting  techniques  and  has 
inspired  written  articles.  Mr.  Falgout  also  is  involved  with  the  school's  major 
fundraiser,  "Filmfest."  His  nomination  form  noted,  "Mr.  Falgout  is  an  excellent 
example  of  selfless  giving  that  benefits  others." 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lim  have  been  actively  involved  with  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
School  since  their  three  children  attended  the  school.  Both  have  provided 
many  years  of  volunteer  service.  Mrs.  Lim  is  a  classroom  volunteer  and  chief 
organizer  of  "International  Night."  Dr.  Lim  works  with  the  state-ranked  Science 
Olympiad  team  and  served  on  a  committee  to  refurbish  the  middle  school  sci- 
ence lab.  According  to  the  school's  principal,  "They  truly  put  into  action  their 
baptismal  mandate  to  serve  God  and  others." 

Mrs.  Mense  has  been  associated  with  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  School  for  the 
last  1  7  years,  volunteering  in  a  variety  of  capacities.  They  include  Science 
Olympiad  coach,  homeroom  parent,  substitute  teacher,  receptionist  and 
Catholic  Schools  Week  coordinator.  She  continues  to  live  the  gospel  value  of 
stewardship  to  school  and  parish. 

Mrs.  Walsh  was  nominated  by  St.  Patrick  School  in  Fayetteville  for  her 
many  years  of  volunteerism,  including  service  as  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  parent  volunteer  organization,  youth  group  leader,  Cub  Scout  repre- 
sentative, field  trip  chaperone  and  tutor  to  individual  students.  According  to 
the  school  principal,  "Mrs.  Walsh  is  an  amazing  steward  for  all  at  St.  Patrick 
Catholic  School  and  an  ongoing  testimony  of  God's  abundant  goodness." 

A  $500  grant  will  be  awarded  in  the  name  of  each  honoree  to  the  scholar- 
ship fund  of  the  school. 
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Third  Annual 
Wedding  Anniversary 
Mass  Honors  1 50 
Jubilarian  Couples 

The  Most  Reverend  Mi- 
chael F.  Burbidge  paid  tribute 
to  more  than  1  50  couples  who 
are  marking  milestone  wed- 
ding anniversaries  in  2009. 
The  Bishop  celebrated  a 
Wedding  Anniversary  Mass  for 
the  jubilarians  on  May  1  7  at 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church 
in  Raleigh.  Those  attending  are 
celebrating  their  25th,  50th 
and  50-plus  years  of  marriage. 

The  number  of  years  totaled 
more  than  6,300,  a  fact  that 
Bishop  Burbidge  attributed 
as  a  testament  to  each  couple 

St.  Thomas 
More  Church 
Begins 
Expansion 
Project 


and  their  decision  to  make 
Jesus  the  foundation  and 
center  of  their  marriage  and 
family  life.  "Today,  you  help 
us  to  lift  up  the  vocation  of 
marriage  defined  by  God  and 
taught  by  the  Church  as  the 
sacred  union  of  one  man  and 
one  woman,  as  the  visible 
sign  of  the  love  He  has  for 
His  people;  a  love  from  which 
flows  the  precious  gift  of  life." 


A  groundbreak- 
ing was  held  at  St. 
Thomas  More  Church 
in  Chapel  Hill  May 
1  6  for  the  parish 
community's  newest 
building  project.  It's 
the  second  phase  of 
a  construction  plan  that  began  in  the  late  1  990s.  The  first  phase, 
a  new  church  and  middle  school,  was  completed  in  1  998  on  the 
Carmichael  Road  property  that  has  housed  the  K-5  grade  school 
for  almost  40  years.  The  new  project  includes  a  Parish  Center 
with  social  hall,  offices  and  meeting  rooms;  new  art  and  music 
building;  a  new  gymnasium;  athletic  fields;  additional  parking;  and 
improved  access  to  the  campus. 

The  expansion  will  allow  St.  Thomas  More  to  better  serve  the 
more  than  3, 1 00  registered  families  and  the  approximate  440 
students  enrolled  at  the  school. 

Hope  Inspires  Mini-Relay  for  Life 


►►  Saint  Michael  School  held  a  Mini-Relay  for  Life  on  April  22. 
Students  walked  for  six  hours  in  30-minute  rotations  in  order  to 
pray  and  especially  honor  one  of  their  fellow  St.  Michael  class- 
mates who  lost  her  battle  with  leukemia  in  August.  The  Mini-Relay 
for  Life  also  honored  the  friends,  family  and  community  members 
who  are  battling  cancer,  have  survived  cancer  or  have  lost  their 
lives  to  this  disease. 

The  students  embraced  the  theme  of  "Hope"  during  the  Mini- 
Relay  for  Life,  and  the  huge  wooden  H-O-P-E  sign  could  be  seen 
every  time  students  and  families  walked  around  their  chalk-drawn 
track.  Additionally,  more  than  500  students  and  parents  wrote 
the  names  of  people  affected  by  cancer  on  a  huge  prayer  board, 
which  was  then  hung  in  the  school  cafeteria  for  all  to  remember 
in  their  prayers.  The  Mini-Relay  for  Life  is  a  Saint  Michael  School 
service  program  that  serves  as  a  tribute  to  the  many  national  and 
local  Relay  for  Life  running  events  benefiting  the  ACS. 
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Susan  Goethals 
Honored  with  2009 
Msgr.  Gerald  L 
Lewis  Award 

Susan  Goethals,  science 
teacher  at  Cardinal  Gibbons 
High  School,  was  presented 
the  2009  Msgr.  Gerald  L. 
Lewis  Excellence  in  Teaching 
Award  during  a  ceremony  at 
the  school  on  April  22. 

Mrs.  Goethals  teaches  9th 
and  1  2th  grade  bbiology.  In 
her  25  years  as  an  educa- 
tor, Mrs.  Goethals  has  held 
administration  and  faculty 
positions  in  middle  and  high 
schools;  she  has  served  on 
the  Cardinal  Gibbons  faculty 
for  the  last  seven  years.  This 
year,  Mrs.  Goethals  has  been 
mentor  to  a  first-  year  teacher 
who  happens  to  have  been  a 
student  in  her  middle  school 
science  lab.  Mrs.  Goethals  has 
received  a  number  of  awards 
and  recognitions;  and  is  active 
in  her  parish  and  in  her  com- 
munity. 

Four  banners  were  hung 
with  comments  from  students 
expressing  gratitude  for  her 
guidance.  One  read,  "Thank 
you  for  helping  me,  inspiring 
me  and  loving  me."  Another 
read,  "I  have  developed  a  true 
love  for  biology  and  want  to 
major  in  bio  in  college."  And 
another,  "When  I  was  scared 
of  dissections,  you  were  under- 
standing and  kind." 

The  award,  an  engraved 
silver  plate,  was  presented  to 
Mrs.  Goethals  by  Bishop  Mi- 


chael F.  Burbidge,  Msgr.  Lewis 
and  Anne  Stahel,  chair  of  the 
Lewis  Award  Committee. 
Mrs.  Goethels  also  received  a 
$1 ,500  check  and  Cardinal 
Gibbons  High  School  received 
a  $500  check  for  being  home 
to  the  award  winner. 

Since  1992,  the  Lewis 
Award  has  been  presented 
annually  to  one  teacher  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  to  recog- 
nize, promote  and  encourage 
excellent  in  teaching.  The 
Award  is  named  in  honor  of 
Monsignor  Lewis,  a  priest,  pas- 
tor and  administrator  who  has 
served  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
for  more  than  four  decades. 


Immaculate 
Conception,  Clinton, 
Celebrates  Centennial 

►►  On  May  3 1 ,  Pentecost  Sunday, 
hundreds  of  faithful  gathered  at  the 
Sampson  County  Agri-Exhibition  Cen- 
ter in  Clinton  to  celebrate  the  1 00th 
anniversary  of  Immaculate  Conception 
Parish.  The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
celebrated  the  bilingual  Mass  and  Father  Fernando  Torres,  Pastor  of 
Immaculate  Conception,  gave  the  homily  in  English  and  Spanish. 

At  the  Offertory,  gifts  were  presented  by  parishioners  in  native 
costumes  representing  the  ethnic  and  cultural  diversity  of  the  parish.  At 
the  end  of  Mass,  Bishop  Burbidge  delivered  remarks  to  the  assembly. 
"Many  priests  and  religious  and  so  many  lay  faithful  have  offered  gen- 
erous service  to  Immaculate  Conception  throughout  its  history,"  the 
Bishop  said.  "I  express  my  profound  gratitude  and  pray  that  Almighty 
God  keep  you  all  strong  in  faith  and  steadfast  in  hope."  Congratulations 
were  also  offered  by  Mr.  Lew  Starling,  mayor  of  Clinton.  Mass  was 
followed  by  a  dinner  and,  in  the  evening,  a  candlelight  prayer  service. 

The  few  Catholics  in  Clinton  at  the  turn  of  the  1 9th  century  were 
served  by  famed  missionary  and  Servant  of  God  Fr.  Thomas  Freder- 
ick Price,  who  solicited  the  funds  to  build  a  mission  church  in  1  907. 
Fr.  Michael  Irwin  was  the  first  Pastor,  and  his  parish  had  six  registered 
families.  Today  more  than  250  families  are  registered,  and  many  more 
attend  Mass  at  the  church. 

From  its  small  beginnings,  Immaculate  Conception  would  eventually 
become  the  mother  church  of  Catholic  communities  in  Mount  Olive, 
Magnolia  and  Ingold,  among  others.  In  its  history,  the  parish  has  been 
served  by  many  Diocesan  priests,  as  well  as  Redemptorist  priests, 
women  religious  from  the  Third  Order  of  St.  Francis  Philadelphia 
Foundation  and,  currently,  Sisters  of  Divine  Providence. 


St.  Michael  Student  Finishes  Third  in  National  Essay  Contest 

►►  In  April,  Anthony  Kokur,  a  sixth-grader  from  Saint  Michael  School,  was  presented  the  Maryknoll  Mag- 
azine's Essay  Contest  Award  and  a  check  by  Maryknoll  Father  Robert  Jalbert.  Father  Jalbert  presented 
Anthony  with  the  award  for  his  winning  essay,  "My  Faith  Grows,"  which  was  about  Anthony's  father  being  a 
witness  for  Jesus  in  Honduras.  This  year's  writing  contest  topic  was  "You  Will  Be  My  Wtness"  and  attracted 
more  than  5,000  entries  nationwide. 

Students  competed  in  two  age  categories  —  grades  6-8  (Division  I)  and  9-1  2  (Division  II)  —  by  submit- 
ting essays  of  500-750  words.  A  panel  of  Maryknoll  missioners  and  employees  chose  a  winner  from 
each  category  for  1  st,  2nd  and  3rd  Place  honors.  The  six  student  winners  will  share  nearly  $3,000  in  cash 
prizes. 
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On  May  28,  the  Most  Reverend  Cyprien  Mbuka,  Bishop  of 
Boma  in  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo,  met  with  Bishop 
  Michael  F.  Burbidge  at  the  Catholic  Center. 


On  May  27,  with  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  in 
attendance,  Saint  Egbert  Parish  in  Morehead  City  honored 
Mrs.  Lesley  Ferguson,  retiring  after  32  years  as  Principal  of 
St.  Egbert  Catholic  School.  Above,  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Rosalie 

Innacelli,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Schools;  Fr.  Doug 
Smiley,  Pastor  of  St.  Egbert;  Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa,  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools;  Mrs.  Lesley  Ferguson. 


John  Mary  Vianney,  priest  August  4  Feast  of  the  Transfiguration  of  the  Lord  August  6  St.  Sixtus  II,  pope  and  martyr,  and  his  companions,  martyrs  August  7  St.  Dominic,  priest  August  8 


Official  Announcements 


Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
announces  the  following  priest  appointments. 

Effective  May  22, 2009 

Reverend  J.  William  Long,  Administrator  of  Saint  Charles 
Borromeo  Parish  in  Ahoskie,  is  appointed  Pastor  of  Saint  Charles 
Borromeo  Parish  in  Ahoskie. 
Effective  June  7,  2009 

Reverend  Michael  P.  Cassabon,  on  assignment  from  the 
Diocese  of  Charleston,  is  appointed  Parochial  Vicar  of  Saint  Patrick 
Parish  in  Fayetteville. 


Effective  June  30, 2009 

Reverend  R.  Bruce  Bavinger,  SJ.,  Parochial  Vicar  for  Hispanic 
Ministry  at  Saint  Therese  Parish  in  Wilson  and  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual 
Help  Parish  in  Rocky  Mount,  is  additionally  appointed  Parochial  Vicar 
for  Hispanic  Ministry  at  Saint  John  the  Baptist  Parish  in  Roanoke 
Rapids. 

Reverend  Paul  W.  Brant,  SJ.,  Priestly  Minister  to  Saint  Mary 
Parish  in  Goldsboro  and  Holy  Trinity  Parish  in  Williamston,  is  tempo- 
rarily appointed  Priestly  Minister  to  the  Catholic  Community  of  Bertie 
County  in  Windsor,  Holy  Trinity  Parish  in  Wlliamston  and  Saint  Joan  of 
Arc  Parish  in  Plymouth. 

Reverend  Michael  A.  Butler,  Pastor  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist 
Parish  in  Roanoke  Rapids,  is  appointed  Pastor  of  Saint  Gabriel  Parish 
in  Greenville. 


Stem-Cell  Decision 

Crosses  a  Significant  Ethical  Line 


P 


resident  Obama,  on  March  9,  2009, 
signed  an  important  executive  order  that 
vastly  expanded  federal  funding  for  human 
embryonic  stem-cell  research  and  crossed 
a  significant  and  troubling  ethical  line.  This  decision,  and 
the  rhetoric  during  the  signing,  encouraged  scientists  and 
researchers  to  enter  the  moral  quagmire  of  taking  some  human  lives  in  order  to 
benefit  others.  During  his  signing  speech,  in  order  to  support  his  decision,  the 
president  invoked  the  name  of  Christopher  Reeve  and  other  patients  desperate 
to  find  cures  for  their  ailments. 


Desperation,  however,  rarely  makes  for  good  ethics. 

I  once  heard  a  true  story  that  brought  this  point  home  for 
me  in  a  dramatic  way.  The  story  involved  a  father  and  his 
two  young  sons.  They  had  a  favorite  swimming  hole  out  in 
the  countryside,  which  they  would  visit  on  hot  summer  days. 
The  father,  however,  had  never  learned  to  swim,  while  the 
boys  had  learned  when  they  were  younger  and  could  swim 
moderately  well. 

Their  father  would  sit  on  the  shore  while  the  boys  would 
swim  inside  a  line  of  bright  red  buoys  that  marked  where 
the  shelf  on  the  floor  of  the  swimming  hole  would  drop  off 
steeply.  Each  year,  the  father  would  tell  his  sons  not  to  cross 
that  line,  because,  if  they  did,  he  would  not  be  able  to  swim 
out  and  rescue  them.  Each  year  they  would  faithfully  obey. 
This  particular  year,  however,  they  decided  to  challenge  their 
dad's  authority  and  venture  beyond  the  buoys. 

As  they  swam  beyond  the  line,  their  father  saw  them  and 
called  out  to  them  to  return,  but  they  feigned  they  couldn't 
hear  him  and  continued  to  swim  out  even  further.  Their  dad 
got  nervous  and  began  to  walk  out  into  the  water,  as  it  got 
deeper  and  deeper;  suddenly  he  moved  into  the  drop-off 
section  and  began  sinking. 

From  a  distance,  the  boys  spotted  him  flailing  around  in 
the  water,  gasping  for  breath,  trying  to  keep  his  head  above 
water  and  slapping  the  water  with  his  hands.  They  suddenly 
realized  he  was  drowning  and  swam  towards  him.  As  they 
got  near  him,  he  yelled  at  them  not  to  come  any  closer. 
He  cried  out,  "Get  away!  Don't  touch  me!"  In  fear,  they 
kept  their  distance  until  he  stopped  struggling  in  the  water, 
and  began  to  sink  beneath  the  surface,  with  gurgling  and 
bubbling. 

As  he  slipped  into  unconsciousness,  the  boys  approached 
him  and  grabbed  him  as  best  they  could  and  dragged  him 
back  to  shore,  where  he  sputtered  and  revived  and  finally 
coughed  out  the  water  he  had  taken  in.  Later,  the  boys  asked 
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him  why  he  shouted  at  them  to  stay  away.  He  said  he  was 
afraid  if  he  put  his  hand  on  them,  he  would  drag  them  under 
the  water  with  him.  He  knew  that  a  desperate  person  would 
reach  for  almost  anything  nearby  in  order  to  save  himself, 
maybe  even  his  own  children.  He  didn't  want  to  do  that. 

We  must  be  similarly  concerned  in  our  society  when 
scientists  and  desperate  patients  are  tempted  to  put 
their  hand  onto  our  embryonic  children  in  a  bid  to 
alleviate  suffering  or  even  to  save  themselves.  Sadly, 
the  president's  stem-cell  decision  encourages  this  kind 
of  unethical  behavior  by  an  emotional  appeal  to  patient 
desperation.  The  president's  ethical  mistake  is  further 
compounded  by  the  fact  that  remarkable  and  powerful 
scientific  alternatives  exist,  such  as  cellular  reprogramming 
on  the  one  hand,  or  the  use  of  adult/umbilical  cord  stem 
cells  on  the  other,  neither  of  which  requires  ever  laying  a 
hand  on  a  human  embryo. 

His  stem-cell  decision  also  manifests  a  troubling  shift 
toward  a  more  widespread  and  systemic  form  of  oppression 
within  our  society.  The  president  is  offering  Americans  the 
prospect  of  using  the  powers  of  science  to  oppress,  or 
more  accurately,  to  suppress  the  youngest  members  of 
the  human  family  to  serve  the  interests  of  older  and  more 
wealthy  members.  He  is  offering  Americans  the  prospect  of 
reducing  fellow  human  beings  to  cogs  and  commodities  in 
the  assembly  line  of  the  medico-business  industrial  complex. 

Many  Americans,  however,  seem  only  vaguely  aware 
of  what  has  transpired  in  the  president's  decision. 
Supreme  Court  Justice  William  O.  Douglas  once 
commented  on  the  way  that  oppression  can  subtly  arise 
in  our  midst:  "As  nightfall  does  not  come  at  once,  neither 
does  oppression.  In  both  instances,  there's  a  twilight 
where  everything  remains  seemingly  unchanged,  and  it 
is  in  such  twilight  that  we  must  be  aware  of  change  in  the 
air,  however  slight,  lest  we  become  unwitting  victims  of 
the  darkness." 

Some  would  suggest  that  perhaps  the  darkness  is 
already  upon  us.  But  a  few  moments  of  twilight  may  still 
remain,  in  which  Americans  can  turn  back  the  moral 
darkness  that  threatens  our  society  and  our  future. 
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Behind  the  News 


Reverend  Stephen  V.  Carlson,  Pastor  of  Saint  Ste- 
phen the  First  Martyr  Parish  in  Sanford,  is  appointed  Pastor 
of  Saint  Mark  Parish  in  Wilmington. 

Reverend  Thomas  R.  Davis,  Pastor  of  Infant  of 
Prague  Parish  in  Jacksonville,  is  granted  temporary 
medical  leave. 

Reverend  Anthony  V.  DeCandia,  Parochial  Vicar  of 
Saint  Patrick  Parish  in  Fayetteville,  is  appointed  Parochial 
Vicar  of  Infant  of  Prague  Parish  in  Jacksonville. 

Reverend  James  G.  Dull,  Parochial  Vicar  of  Saint 
Bernadette  Parish  in  Fuquay-Varina,  is  appointed  Parochial 
Vicar  of  Saint  Catherine  of  Siena  Parish  in  Wake  Forest. 

Reverend  John  L  Gillespie,  Parochial  Vicar  of  Infant 
of  Prague  Parish  in  Jacksonville,  is  appointed  Pastor  of 
Saint  Francis  de  Sales  Parish  in  Lumberton. 

Reverend  Francisco  Javier  Garcia  Gonzalez, 
Parochial  Vicar  of  Holy  Family  Parish  in  Elizabeth  City, 
is  appointed  Parochial  Vicar  of  St.  Bernadette  Parish  in 
Fuquay-Varina  and  to  Diocesan  Hispanic  Ministry. 

Reverend  John-Alex  Gonzalez,  Campus  Minister 
and  Chaplain  at  the  Doggett  Center  for  Catholic  Campus 
Ministry  at  North  Carolina  State  University,  is  additionally 
appointed  Parochial  Vicar  for  Hispanic  Ministry  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh. 

Reverend  Monsignor  Gerald  L.  Lewis,  Diocesan 
Archivist,  is  appointed  Administrator  of  Saint  Paul  Parish 
in  New  Bern.  Msgr.  Lewis  will  continue  to  serve  as  Dioc- 
esan Archivist. 

Reverend  Scott  E,  McCue,  Assistant  Principal  for 
Spiritual  Life  at  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  in  Raleigh,  is 
additionally  appointed  as  Priestly  Minister  to  Our  Lady  of  the 
Rosary  Parish  in  Louisburg. 

Reverend  Thanh  Nguyen,  Pastor  of  Good  Shepherd 
Parish  in  Hope  Mills,  is  reappointed  to  a  six-year  term  as 
Pastor  of  Good  Shepherd  Parish  in  Hope  Mills. 

Reverend  Daniel  D.  Oschwald,  Pastor,  Saint 
Mark  Parish,  Wilmington,  is  appointed  Rector  of 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  Raleigh. 

Very  Reverend  Ernest  J.  Ruede,  V.F.,  Pastor  of 
Saint  Paul  Parish  in  New  Bern,  is  appointed  Pastor  of 
Infant  of  Prague  Parish  in  Jacksonville.  Fr.  Ruede  will 
continue  to  serve  as  Dean  of  the  New  Bern  Deanery. 

Reverend  Monsignor  Girard  M.  Sherba, 
Rector,  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  Raleigh,  Judicial 
Vicar,  Chancellor  and  the  Bishop's  Delegate  to 
Religious  is  appointed  to  full-time  responsibilities  as 
Judicial  Vicar,  Chancellor,  Bishop's  Delegate  to  Reli- 
gious and  Priestly  Minister  to  Saint  Bernadette  Parish  in 
Butner.  Reverend  Monsignor  Girard  M.  Sherba  will  be 
in  residence  at  the  home  of  the  Most  Reverend  F.  Joseph 
Gossman,  Bishop  Emeritus  of  Raleigh. 

Reverend  Robert  R  Staley,  in  residence  at  Saint 
Bernadette  Parish  in  Fuquay-Varina,  is  appointed  Paro- 
chial Vicar  of  Saint  Bernadette  Parish  in  Fuquay-Varina. 

Reverend  William  J.  Upah,  Pastor  of  Saint  James 
Parish  in  Henderson,  is  reappointed  to  a  six-year  term  as 
Pastor  of  Saint  James  Parish  in  Henderson. 

Very  Reverend  Pius  Wekesa,  Parochial  vicar  of 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh  and  Adjutant  Vicar  for 
African  Ancestry  and  Evangelization  Ministry,  is  appointed 
Administrator  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist  Parish  in  Roanoke 
Rapids.  Fr.  Wekesa  will  continue  to  serve  as  Adjutant  Vicar 
for  the  African  Ancestry  and  Evangelization  Ministry. 

Reverend  Monsignor  Stephen  C  Worsley,  vice 
President  of  Saint  Joseph  Hospital  in  Nashua,  NH,  is  ap- 
pointed Pastor  of  Saint  Stephen  the  First  Martyr  Parish  in 
Sanford. 


One  of  the  purposes  of  NC  Catholics  is  to  let 
readers  know  about  all  the  events  going  on 
in  this  vibrant  Diocese.  Well,  there's  almost 
never  space  for  all  the  events,  but  we  try  to 
include  as  many  as  we  can.  Still,  as  I'm  compiling  lists  of 
anniversaries,  special  liturgies,  awards,  milestones  and  im- 
portant announcements,  I'm  aware  of  how  inadequately  a 
brief  news  story  often  conveys  the  human  story  at  its  heart. 

For  example,  you'll  read  in  this  issue  about  the  passing  of  Glenmary  Father  Mike 
Langelle.  But  if  you  could  have  attended  his  funeral  Mass  in  Windsor  in  early  May, 
you  would  have  seen  the  real  grief  and  sensed  the  deep  affection  of  the  Catholic 
Community  of  Bertie  County  for  its  first  Pastor. 
You'll  read  that  some  150  couples  attended  the  Bishops  Mass 
for  those  celebrating  25,  50  or  more  than  50  years  of  marriage. 
But  to  be  at  the  Mass,  to  see  the  expressions  on  the  faces  of  the 
husbands  and  wives,  the  pride  of  their  children  and  grandchil- 
dren, was  to  realize  that  behind  the  event  were  150  complex 
stories  of  love,  patience,  respect  and  faith.  I  wish  there 
were  space  to  convey  even  one  of  those  stories. 
There's  not  room  in  a  photo  caption  about  the  Mass 
of  Thanksgiving  honoring  Mrs.  Lesley  Ferguson, 
retiring  after  32  years  as  principal  of  Saint  Egbert 
School,  to  mention  a  moment  during  that  Mass  that 
brought  complicated  tears  -  parts  nostalgia  and 
gratitude  and  mutual  affection  -  to  almost  every- 
one there,  when  the  schoolchildren  stood  and  sang 
to  Mrs.  Ferguson  You've  Got  a  Friend. 

I  attended  a  Mass  celebrated  in  French  by  Bishop 
Cyprien  Mbuka  from  Congo  for  a  congregation 
mostly  composed  of  African  immigrants.  The 
important  human  story  behind  that  event  -  you 
could  feel  it  -  was  the  experience  of  leaving  a  familiar 
culture  behind  and  seeking  a  home  and  a  role  in  a 
very  different  place;  the  tension  between  proud  cultural 
identity  and  the  pressure  for  assimilation,  a  tension  in  some 
way  mitigated  by  Catholic  faith. 

These  are  just  a  few  examples  of  "moments"  that 
happen  every  month.  Without  a  doubt,  one  part  of  my  job  for 
which  I'm  most  grateful  is  the  opportunity  to  travel  around 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  and  experience  these  stories  behind  the 
stories.  They  reinforce  my  faith. 

-  Richard  Reece  is  Editor  of  NC  Catholics. 
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►►  Thanks  for  your  letters  and  comments.  You  can 

send  them  to  71  5  Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27606  or 
reece@raldioc.org 
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st  1  1  ■  St.  Jane  Frances  de  Chantel,  religious  August  1  2  -  St.  Pontian,  pope  and  martyr  and  St.  Hippolytus,  priest  and  martyr  August  1 3  -  St.  Maximillian  Mary  Kolbe,  priest  and  martyr  August  1 4 


Hermit 
of  Egypt 

Saint  Pambo 


Anacoreta 
de  Egipto 

San  Pambo 


Feast  day:  July  1 8 
Patron  saint:  of  silence  and  humility 

Claim  to  fame:  As  a  young  man,  he  moved 
to  the  Egyptian  desert  to  become  a  follower  of 
Saint  Anthony,  father  of  Egyptian  monasticism. 
He  lived  a  life  of  extreme  asceticism  with  long 
fasts,  hard  manual  labor  and  continual  prayer. 

Why  he  is  a  saint:  Saint  Pambo  taught 
the  necessity  of  silence.  He  was1  known  as  the 
new  Solomon  for  his  ability  to  settle  disagree- 
ments and  for  his  sage  advice.  Before  answer- 
ing a  question,  he  would  carefully  deliberate 
and  pray. 

Best  quotation:  A  patriarch  asked  Saint 
Pambo  to  give  a  speech.  He  spoke  to  the  gathering  saying,  "If  he 
is  not  edified  by  my  silence,  he  will  not  be  edified  by  my  speech." 

How  he  died:  He  died  at  the  age  of  70,  without  any  sick- 
ness or  pain,  while  braiding  a  basket  for  one  of  his  followers. 


fact    or  fiction? 


f 


Fecha  liturgica:  1 8  de  julio 
Patron:  Del  silencio  y  la  humildad 

cPor  que  es  conocido?  Porque  siendo 
joven,  fue  a  vivir  al  desierto  en  Egipto,  siguiendo 
a  su  maestro  San  Antonio,  quien  seria  el  padre 
de  la  vida  monastica  en  ese  lugar.  Vivio  una  vida 
ascetica  extrema,  con  largos  ayunos,  con  fuertes 
trabajos  manuales  y  con  una  oration  continua. 

<LPor  que  es  santo?  El  enseno  la 
necesidad  del  silencio.  Fue  conocido  como  el 
nuevo  Salomon,  por  su  capacidad  para  resolver 
conflictos  y  dar  consejos  sabios.  Oraba  mucho 
y  pensaba  cuidadosamente  antes  de  responder 
a  alguna  pregunta. 


Frase  mas  conocida:  Un  patriarca  le  pidio  a  San  Pambo 
que  diera  un  discurso.  El  le  dijo  a  la  comunidad  reunida:  "Si  mi 
silencio  no  les  edifica,  tampoco  lo  haran  mis  palabras." 

iComo  murio?:  Murio  a  los  70  anos,  sin  ninguna  enfermedad 
ni  dolor,  mientras  tejia  un  canasto  para  uno  de  sus  discipulos. 


Each  person  has  the  right  to  act  solely 
according  to  his  or  her  own  conscience 
when  it  comes  to  making  moral  decisions. 

fact  or  fiction? 

Here  are  the  facts:  The  primacy  of  conscience 
is  at  the  heart  of  the  Church's  moral  teaching. 
The  Catechism  of  the  Catholic  Church  teaches 
us  that  a  person  must  not  be  forced  to  act  contrary  to  or  be  pre- 
vented from  acting  according  to  his/her  conscience,  "especially 
in  religious  matters"  (1782). 

Unfortunately,  this  teaching  has  been  used  to  justify  relativ- 
ism and  subjectivism.  The  primacy  of  conscience  seems,  at  first 
glance,  to  support  claims  that  moral  decisions  reside  with  the 
individual  and  are  therefore  personal  and  beyond  the  scope  and 
judgment  of  Church  authority.  In  fact,  recent  surveys  of  U.S. 
Catholics  identify  the  Church's  moral  teaching  as  only  peripheral 
to  what  it  means  to  be  Catholic. 

However,  this  view  ignores  an  essential  pre-condition  for  the 
appeal  to  conscience:  proper  formation.  The  Catechism  instructs 
that  conscience  "must  be  informed  and  moral  judgment  enlight- 


ened..  .  [as  a]  well-formed  conscience  is  upright  and  truthful" 
d  783).  A  moral  conscience  seeks  to  do  good  and  avoid  evil. 
Consequently,  the  lifelong  education/formation  of  the  conscience 
is  crucial  in  helping  people  to  withstand  the  negative  influences 
of  society  and  the  temptation  to  "prefer  their  own  judgment  and 
to  reject  authoritative  teachings"  (1 783).  In  short,  the  Word  of 
God,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  witness  and  advice  of  others,  and  the 
authoritative  teaching  of  the  Church  are  all  needed  to  aid  and  to 
guide  the  proper  formation  of  conscience.  -DougCuip 
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Voices     in     our  Church 


pastor's  perspective 


la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


In  Siglo  Como 
omunidad  De  Fe 


In  2002,  the  Name  of  African  American  Ministry 
was  changed  to  African  Ancestry  Ministry  and 
Evangelization  (AAME).  This  was  done  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Father  JaVan  Saxon,  who  was  aware  of 
the  increasing  immigration  of  Africans  into  our  Diocese. 

Shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  James  Mwaniki,  who  had  read 
about  our  ministry,  asked  me  to  start  a  monthly  Mass  for 
the  people  of  Kenya.  1  offered  the  Mass  in  English  for  the 
Celebrants  part;  the  rest  was  done  in  Swahili. 

Bishop  Gossman  invited  Archbishop  Indingi  of  Nairobi 
to  visit  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  Upon  the  request  for 
a  Kenyan  priest,  the  Archbishop  assigned  Father  Pius 
Wekesa. 

At  present,  we  have  Masses  for  the  various  African  peo- 
ple monthly.  Our  African  priests  also  are  frequently  called 
on  by  their  people  for  pastoral  ministry.  Father  Wekesa 
celebrates  Mass  for  the  Swahili  speakers.  Fr.  Malonda, 
Parochial  Vicar  at  St.  Mary,  Mother  of  the  Church  in  Gar- 
ner, is  from  Congo  and  celebrates  Mass  at  St.  Mary  for  the 
French-speaking  Africans.  The  Igbo-speaking  people  have 
a  different  priest  monthly  to  celebrate  their  Mass.  Bishop 
Burbidge  is  seeking  the  ministry  of  an  Igbo  priest  to  come 
from  Nigeria  to  serve  the  whole  Nigerian  community. 
Meanwhile  Father  Alex  Nakireru,  a  professor  at  Fayette- 
ville  State  University,  has  been  celebrating  Mass  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  for  the  Nigerians. 

Mr.  William  Gibbs  of  St.  Mary  in  Wilm- 
ington has  agreed  to  form  an  Evangeliza- 
tion Committee  to  nurture  those  in  the 
Church,  to  reinvigorate  our  outreach  to 
those  who  have  fallen  away  and  to  invite 
into  the  Church  those  who  are  looking 
for  a  Church  home.  We  also  have  reor- 
ganized our  Advisory  Board.  With 
members  from  each  parish  Chapter 
and  from  each  African  Community, 
this  group  meets  quarterly. 

We  have  a  youth  group  that  meets 
monthly.  One  of  our  goals  is  to  get 
these  youths  to  participate  in  Dioc- 
esan youth  activities. 

Our  goal  is  to  renew  our  ministry 
and  make  it  seen  and  heard.  Mrs. 
Lauren  Green,  our  Director,  is  the 
powerhouse  behind  this  renewal. 
May  God  prosper  us  in  this  en- 
deavor! 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden 


Al  celebrar  el  primer  centenario 
como  comunidad  de  fe, 
damos  gracias  al  Dios  Trino 
por  su  presencia,  su  accion  y 
su  misericordia  para  con  la  comunidad 
parroquial  de  la  Inmaculada  Concepcion. 

Porque  inspiro  al  Padre  Michael  A.  Irwin  que  con  tan 
solo  seis  familias  establecio  esta  comunidad  que  ahora, 
despues  de  cien  anos  cuenta  con  mas  de  250  familia,  gracias 
tambien  a  los  esfuerzos  de  tantos  otros  sacerdotes  y  laicos 
que  han  trabajado  y  vivido  dando  testimonio  de  su  fe. 

Porque  Dios  con  su  presencia  real  ha  alimentado  la 
vida  de  nuestros  feligreses  desde  la  gracia  del  Bautismo 
hasta  el  dia  de  su  sepultura;  a  traves  de  su  Palabra,  de 
la  Sagrada  Eucaristia  y  los  ha  llamado  a  la  conversion; 
bendiciendolos  siempre  en  su  vida  personal,  familiar  y 
comunitaria. 

Dios  ha  bendecido  a  esta  parroquia  con  Sacerdotes, 
religiosos  y  laicos  que  han  servido  a  la  comunidad 
haciendola  diversa,  multicultural  y  que  da  la  bienvenida 
a  todos  los  que  abrazan  la  fe  y  se  comprometen  a  vivir 
la  caridad  en  la  fraternidad  en  la  parte  Este  de  Carolina 
del  Norte. 

Dios  tambien  ha  bendecido  esta  comunidad,  al  hacerla 
participe  de  una  Diocesis  misionera  que  le  ha 
permitido  ser  una  parroquia  madre  de  varias 
comunidades  que  ahora  son  independientes  y 
autonomas,  tales  como  Saint  Mary  en  Mount  Olive, 
Maria  Reina  de  las  Americas  en  Duplin  County  y 
las  misiones  de  Santa  Clara  en  Magnolia 
y  San  Juan  en  Ingold.  Gracias  a  1  apoyo 
economico  y  pastoral  de  la  diocesis  y  de 
feligreses  generosos,  esto  ha  sido  posible. 

Por  eso  damos  gracias  a  Dios  y  le 
pedimos  que  continue  bendiciendo  a 
esta  comunidad  bajo  la  proteccion  e 
intercesion  de  la  Santisima  Virgen  Maria 
como  Patrona,  bajo  la  advocation  de  la 
Inmaculada  Concepcion. 

Que  esta  celebration  ayude  a 
continuar  construyendo  la  Iglesia  de 
Cristo,  para  seguir  siendo  un  signo  de 
la  unidad  y  del  amor  de  Dios,  como 
comunidad  de  fe  en  el  condado  de 
Sampson  County. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres  Parroco 


b  ,  priest  August  1  9   St.  Bernard,  abbot  and  doctor  of  the  church  August  20  St.  Pius  X,  pope  August  2 1    Queenship  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  August  2  2   Feast  of  St.  Bartholor™ 


Year  for  Priests 

The  Faithfulness  of  Christ, 
The  Faithfulness  of  Priests 


hrough  his  own  humanity  every  priest  must 
be  well  aware  that  he  is  bringing  to  the  world 
Another,  God  himself.  God  is  the  only  trea- 
sure which  ultimately  people  desire  to  find  in 

a  prieSt.     (Pope  Benedict  XVI) 


With  those  words,  Pope  Benedict 
XVI  proclaimed  June  19,  2009  to 
June  19,  2010  the  Year  for  Priests,  a 
worldwide  celebration,  which  the  Holy 
Father  said  should  help  priests  "redis- 
cover the  grace  and  the  goal  of  priestly 
ministry."  The  theme  for  the  celebra- 
tory year  is: 


The  Faithfulness  of  Christ, 
The  Faithfulness  of  Priests. 


In  announcing  this  special  year,  the 
Holy  Father  spoke  of  the  "aspiration 
to  moral  perfection  that  must  dwell  in 
every  authentically  priestly  heart."  He 
further  explained  the  purpose  of  the 
year  is  to  encourage  priests  that  it  is  in 
"this  striving  for  spiritual  perfection, 
on  which,  above  all,  the  effectiveness 
of  their  ministry  depends." 

In  a  letter  to  the  faithful  on  June  14, 
2009,  The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F 
Burbidge  announced  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  will  participate  in  the  universal 
Church's  celebration  of  the  vocation  of 
the  ordained  priest.  Bishop  Burbidge 
offered  sincere  gratitude  for  the  en- 
couragement and  support  given  to  the 
priests  who  serve  the  Diocese,  adding, 
"With  Gods  grace,  this  year  will  also 
lead  priests  to  an  even  deeper  commit- 
ment to  their  spiritual  lives." 

During  this  special  Year,  the  Holy 
Father  announced  he  will  proclaim 
Saint  John  Marie  Vianney  the  "Patron 
Saint  of  all  Priests  of  the  world."  The 
saint  is  considered  a  "wonderful  model 
here  on  earth  of  a  true  Pastor  at  the 
service  of  Christ's  flock."  The  proclama- 
tion will  take  place  on  August  4,  2009, 
the  feast  day  of  Saint  John  Vianney, 
which  coincidentally  marks  the  150th 
anniversary  of  his  death.  Pope  Benedict 
also  announced  Special  Indulgences  for 
priests  and  the  faithful  for  the  Year. 

Pope  Benedict  inaugurated  the  Year 
by  presiding  at  Vespers  on  June  19  be- 
fore the  relics  of  Saint  Vianney.  Bishop 
Burbidge  marked  the  commencement 
of  the  Year  for  Priests  in  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  with  the  celebration  of  Mass  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  on  June  2 1 . 


Image:  Icon  depicts  Christ  in  Latin  Rite  vestments.  The  borders  contain  an  altar,  and  smaller  icons  of  Melchizedek  and  Saint  John 
Vianney.  Rights  provided  by  iconographer  Marek  Czarnecki  of  Seraphic  Restorations,  Meridien,  CT. 


•►  Key  dates:  June  1 9, 2009  Year  for  Priests  commenced.  June  21 , 2009  Bishop  Burbidge  celebrated  opening  Mass  for  Year 
>r  Priests.  August  4,  2009  St.  John  Marie  Vianney  Proclaimed  Patron  of  All  Priests.  June  1 9,  201 0  Year  for  Priests  concludes. 


The  Importance  of  the  Cure  of 
Ars  for  Priests  Today 

When  parish  priests  of  our  time  take  a  pil- 
grimage to  the  shrine  of  their  great  patron,  St. 
John  Vianney,  in  the  diminutive  French  town 
of  Ars-sur-Formans,  there  are  many  ways  by 
which  our  Lord  gains  access  to  their  hearts. 
Depending  on  the  time  of  year,  the  small  town 
of  Ars  is  surprisingly  quiet  and  peaceful,  much 
as  one  imagines  it  would  have  been  during  the 
life  of  its  great  Cure. 

Yet,  beyond  the  impressive  basilica  built  in 
his  honor,  the  presbytere  where  the  saint  lived 
in  humble  simplicity  for  so  many  years,  and 
the  characteristic  gift  shop  filled  with  the  usual 
souvenirs  one  might  expect  to  find  in  such 
holy  places,  one  may  find  the  tucked-away, 
emmarbled  outdoor  sanctuary  of  the  Chapelle 
du  Cceur,  in  which  is  enshrined  the  saint's 
very  heart,  the  same  heart  that  was  emptied, 
filled,  emptied  and  refilled  countless  times  with 
Christ's  Charity  and  Divine  Wisdom  during 
the  41  years  St.  John  Vianney  served  as  the 
Cure  d'Ars.  During  my  own  pilgrimage  there 
nine  years  ago,  other  than  being  allowed  to 
use  St.  John  Vlanney's  chalice  for  Mass,  it 
was  the  dedicatory  inscription  over  the  door  of 
the  Chapelle  du  Cceur  which  made  the  most 
lasting  impression.  The  inscription  reads:  "A 
Saint  Jean  Marie  Vianney  -  Patron  de  Tous  les 
Cures  de  I'Univers" 

However  one  chooses  to  translate  these 
beautiful  words,  it  is  the  designation,  "Patron 
de  Tous  les  Cures  de  I'Univers"  which  con- 
tinues, even  now,  to  penetrate  my  own  heart. 
This  is  true  particularly  when  considering  the 
importance  of  St.  John  Vianney  for  parish 
priests  of  today  as  we  prepare  to  celebrate, 
with  gratitude,  the  upcoming  "Year  for  Priests" 
announced  by  our  Holy  Father  on  March  1 6th 
of  this  year. 

Literally,  the  words  mean,  "Patron  of  all 
Parish  Priests  of  the  Universe."  Not  "of  the 
Church,"  or  even  "of  the  world,"  but  the 
humble  Cure  of  Ars  is  the  patron  saint  of 
all  the  priests  of  the  Universe.  Clearly,  such 
words  remind  us  of  the  universal  scope  of  St. 
John  Vianney's  patronage.  Beyond  this,  simul- 
taneously emerging  from  the  same  phrase, 
is  an  allusion  to  a  more  sublime  dimension  of 
the  saint  as  pastoral  exemplar,  who  embodied, 
during  his  earthly  life,  the  timeless  truth  that 
Jesus  Christ,  Lord  and  Master  of  all  creation, 
continues  to  exercise  His  own  High  Priest- 
hood for  the  salvation  of  souls  through  the 
ministry  of  His  willing  priestly  vessels. 

In  other  words,  Christ  transcends  the 
seemingly  stark  contrasts  between  our  own 
time  and  the  time  during  which  the  Cure  of 
Ars  lived.  Through  the  flawed  nature  of  the 
sinner  He  has  called  to  be  a  priest  (and  saint) 
-  whether  he  be  a  village  priest  striving  to 
rebuild  the  Faith  from  the  cultural  and  religious 
ruination  which  characterized  so  much  of 
early  1 9th  century  France,  or  whether  he  be 


a  newly  ordained  parochial  vicar  stationed  in 
an  urban  parish,  striving  to  live  faithfully  the 
promises  he  has  made  to  his  Bishop  -  Christ 
renews  His  saving  Sacrifice  through  the 
actions  and  intentions  of  His  priestly  vessels 
(unworthy  as  we  are)  each  time  any  of  my 
brother  priests  or  I  "go  up  to  the  Altar  of  God." 

As  parish  priests  living  in  occasionally 
unsettling  times,  it  is  more  important  than  ever 
that  we  look  to  our  patron  saint  for  his  ex- 
ample and  intercession.  At  first  glance,  how 
could  anyone  not  be  daunted  (and  perhaps, 
a  little  ashamed)  when  examining  his  own 
priestly  life,  with  all  its  modem  and  technologi- 
cal accouterments,  in  comparison  to  that  of 
the  simple  Cure  of  Ars?  This,  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  St.  John  Vianney  is  the  only  iden- 
tifiable saint  who  lived  and  died  as  a  Diocesan 
parish  priest,  is  enough  to  remind  us  of  the 
need  for  simplicity  and  a  greater  dependence 
on  God. 

Nonetheless,  if  we  can  move  past  the 
temptations  of  pride  which  allow  us,  all  too  of- 
ten, to  dismiss  fearfully  the  potential  changes 
involved  in  undergoing  continual  conversion, 
we  might  just  discover  something  so  beautiful, 
so  true,  so  timeless  that  no  fear,  temptation 
or  circumstantial  darkness  can  overcome  it. 
The  "way"  shown  to  us  by  the  saintly  Cure  of 
Ars  must  be  the  way  we  follow,  as  well,  just 
as  his  task  must  be  our  task.  The  way  is  a  life 
absorbed  in  the  resplendent  love  of  Christ 
for  His  Bride,  the  Church.  The  task  is  that  of 
building  and  strengthening  a  Catholic  culture 
and  a  Catholic  identity  in  our  own  day,  which 
is  not  at  all  dissimilar  to  the  times  of  St.  John 
Vianney. 


Did  You  Know? 


►►  There  are  a  total  of  1 74  Priests  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  including  active 
and  retired. 

93  Diocesan  Priests 

31  Extern  Priests  ( Priest  from  other 

Dioceses  serving  in  the  Diocese  of 

Raleigh) 

50  Religious  Order  priests  from  the  fol- 
lowing Religious  Orders: 

Congregation  of  the  Immaculate  Heart 
of  Mary  (C.I.C.M.) 

Conventual  Franciscans  (O.F.M.  Conv.) 

Franciscans  (O.F.M.) 

Missionaries  of  Our  Lady  of  LaSalette 

(M.S.) 

Order  of  Preachers  (OP) 

Order  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales  (O.S.F.S.) 

Passionists  (CP) 

Society  of  the  Atonement  (S.A.) 

Society  of  Jesus  (S.J.) 


In  both  respects,  as  priestly  vessels  of 
Christ's  Sacrifice,  we  offer  our  own  lives,  as 
did  the  Patron  de  Tous  les  Cures  de  I'Univers, 
for  the  Glory  of  God,  the  Holy  Church,  and 
the  salvation  of  souls. 

-  Father  Paul  Parkerson,  Pastor  of  Sacred  Heart  Parish 
in  Dunn,  NC. 


3t  August  25  St.  Monica  August  27   St.  Augustine,  bishop  and  doctor  of  the  church  August  28   Martyrdom  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  August  29 


Watch 

These  Pages! 

►►  Throughout  the  Year 
for  Priests,  NC  Catholics 
will  publish  news  and  infor- 


mation on  parish  activities 
involving  the  Year,  and  on 
our  priests  themselves. 

In  addition,  a  special 
page  on  our  Diocesan  web 
site  will  feature  updates, 


event  announcements  and 
a  host  of  resources  for  the 
Year  for  Priests.  Just  go  to 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org 
and  click  on  the  Year  for 
Priests  icon. 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop 
of  Raleigh,  Adrienne  Friesen,  Salutatorian, 
Matthew  Enzweiler,  Valedictorian,  and  Jason  D. 


Curtis,  Principal 

Lauren  Alfieri 

Jay  Bell 

Alexandria  Amato 

Kamal  Bell 

Sarah  Amos 

Christopher  Betz 

Kyle  Ancharski 

Jeremy  Billow 

Morgan  Andrews 

Sarah  Blaser 

Devon  Anhut 

Eric  Blum 

Charlie  Apter 

Kathleen  Bok 

Paige  Armstrong 

Veronica  Bonner 

Jack  Aschenbrenner 

Sarah  Bono 

Rebecca  Ashland 

Abigail  Bouchon 

Thomas  Ayres 

Rodger  Brannum 

Seph  Babington 

Allison  Bruno 

Molly  Baker 

Mary  Buckley 

Scott  Boron 

Julia  Buckner 

Megan  Barrett 

Joshua  Bumgardner 

Kevin  Barron 

Kathryn  Burdge 

Jordan  Baskett 

Kelly  Burge 

Colin  Bayard 

Bryce  Burkey 

Jeffrey  Beale 

Lindsey  Byrd 

Abby  Lynn  Becherer 

Elizabeth  Caldwell 

Devon  Beers 

Ruthie  Calloway 

Joshua  Beil 

Lindsay  Carter 

Thank You 

To  our  parishes  for  supporting 

The  Class  of  2009 

Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  20 

Holy  Cross  2 

Holy  Infant  3 

Immaculate  Conception  1 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  38 

St.  Andrew  the  Apostle  29 

St.  Ann  1 

St.  Bernadette  2 

St.  Joseph  4 

St.  Luke  the  Evangelist  4 

St.  Mary  Magdalene  23 

St.  Mary, 

Mother  of  the  Church  1 

St.  Matthew  2 

St.  Michael  the  Archangel  "-41 
St.  Raphael  the  Archangel  •■•13 

St.  Stephen  1 

St.  Thomas  More  16 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena  3 

St.  Francis  of  Assisi  35 


The  Board  of  Trustees,  Adri< 

Cardinal  Gibbt 

Salute  the  Graduj 
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Cardinal  Gibbons  High  S 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Ralei 
men  and  women  of  faith, 


1909 — Sacred  Heart — 1924 


Christina  Casson 

Melissa  Guido 

Julia  Leonard 

William  Casterlin 

Cameron  Guthery 

Brett  Leumas 

Chris  Clark 

■             1  Ll_ll 

Amanda  Halk 

Ana  Lima 

Gabnelle  Clement 

Daniel  Hamilton 

Christopher  Lockard 

Mork  Cloos 

Stephen  Hampton 

Thomas  Lotrecchiano 

Laffy  Coker 

Kathleen  Hardin 

Ryan  Luby 

Michelle  Corriveau 

Reonno  Hawkins 

Mark  Luke 

Matthew  Costa 

Jason  Hozinski 

f  L      •      A"       _    U__  J,  1  J 

Christina  Mocdonold 

Christina  Cromwell 

Matthew  Hepburn 

Casey  MacRae 

Jay  Cronley 

Lindsay  Herrel 

Douglas  MacRae 

Cameron  Dailey 

Anna  Hickey 

Eric  Moher 

Alina  Dawson 

Callan  Hoerdemann 

Brenna  Maloy 

Daniel  del  Rosario 

Conor  Hogan 

Alexandra  Mancini 

Stefanie  Denning 

Michael  Holgado 

Harry  Manning 

Paige  Derouin 

ii   ■ • t        II   n*  _■ 

Matthew  Holhster 

William  Martin 

Sarah  Derr 

Steven  Hoppe 

Cristel  Martinez 

Joseph  DeRusso 

Lindsea  Houghtlin 

Sofia  Martinez-Oronoz 

Davis  DiLillo 

Michaela  Houghtlin 

Diano  Mattson 

James  Dodson 

Matthew  Huber 

Russell  Maxwell 

Brian  no  Donabedian 

Jason  Hull 

Christopher  McAdams 

Patrick  Donahue 

Kristine  Hull 

Megan  McBride 

Ki  Mirr  Douglas 

Christopher  Hurley 

Alana  McCarthy 

Allison  Driskill 

Kristyn   Belle  Hydock 

George  McCormick 

Alexandra  Duffy 

John  Hyzak 

Meghan  McDonald 

Kenneth  Dunkle 

Jowi  Igwe 

Joshua  McGee 

Matthew  Enzweiler 

Gillian  Izlar 

Allison  McKinley 

Kirsten  Esplin 

Mary  Jackson 

Meghan  McMullen 

Katie  Farwick 

Clarence  James 

Taylor  Meiburg 

Jonothon  Fedorkowicz 

Kevin  James 

Halsey  Merritt 

Luciano  Fenu 

Kathleen  Jones 

Kennedi  Miller 

Ben  Feole 

Annette  Jochum 

Marcus  Miller 

Caitlin  Ferguson 

Victoria  Jones 

Matthew  Milner 

Dylan  Figlo 

Sterling  Jukes 

Carol  Milroy 

Cameron  Figuers 

Hatu  Kanu 

Brionne  Monahon 

Michael  Finch 

Caroline  Kelly 

Zachary  Monson 

Erika  Fischer 

Elise  Kersey 

Daniel  Montero 

Sara  Fitzhenry 

Brooke  Kessing 

Eric  Mooney 

Lillie  Fleming 

Ernest  Kirstein 

Robert  Moreland 

Matthew  Freeman 

Victoria  Kosciuszko 

Hannah  Morgan 

Marcia  Fresquez 

Alexandra  Kozak 

John  Morgan 

Adrienne  Friesen 

Meghan  Krasnow 

Daniel  Morgenstern 

Taylor  Gaffney 

Mary-Martha  Krull 

Alexander  Moster 

Benjamin  Galligan 

Nathaniel  Lambeth 

Patrick  Mueller 

Alfredo  Garcia 

Jordan  Lang 

Daniel  Myers 

William  Garvey 

Michael  Lanzone 

David  Nanney 

Sarah  Gibbons 

David  Lapin 

RJ  Nealon 

Leila  Gleich 

Amanda  Law 

Michelle  Nemesi 

Matthew  Greczyn 

Chloe  LeBlanc 

Matthew  Nolan 

William  Gressel 

Tae  Lee 

Sarah  Norris 

Anthony  Griffith 

John  Legg 

Sydney  Norton 

1924 — Cathedra 


Graham  O'Connor 
Alexander  Olinger 
Anthony  Owen 
Olivia  Owen 
Amanda  Palm 
Christopher  Palmer 
Frances  Parsons 
Chris  Patterson 
Benjamin  Pecot 
Nick  Pennington 
Casey  Perriccio 
Ellen  Peterson 
Michoel  Petilli 
Lauren  Phillips 
Amanda  Pie pe r 
Cole  Podraza 
Caroline  Racher 
Allison  Rauh 
Tyler  Raymond 
Jonathan  Rende 
Kristyn  Repke 
Michael  Reynolds 
Jordan  Ridge 
Kerry  Rom 
Daniel  Ruck 
Simone  Saleh 
Richard  "Rick"  Schaefer 
Michael  Scott 
Julia  Servoss 
Myanda  Servoss 


1401  Edwards  Mill  Road    ■  Raleigh 


stration,  Faculty  and  Staff  of 

High  schooi- 
ing  Class  of  2009 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidgc,  Bishop  of  Raleigh 
John  H.  Ruocchio,  'Si  -  Chair  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa  -  Superintendent  of  Catholic- 
Formation  &  Education 
Jason  D.  Curtis  -  Principal 


il  is  a  college  preparatory  school  of  the  Roman 
We  embrace  the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ:  to  form 
ce,  and  leadership  in  church  and  community. 


itin — 1962     "fr    1962 — Cardinal  Gibbons — 2009 


Alan  Sheridan 

Ashleigh  Tyndall 

i_  l      f  L  III 

John  Sherrill 

Avalon  Tysinger 

Coyla  Shorttey 

Shanley  Urbanski 

Colin  Sikora 

Anthony  Ursetto 

Dustin  Simons 

Stephen  Vornum 

Jana  Sims 

Kobert  vaugnan 

Aaron  Smith 

Maria  Venezie 

Catherine  Smith 

Andrew  Vo 
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William  Ned  Smith 

Shannon  Walk  lei 

Sarah  Snyder 

Erin  Walter 

Brian  Spellman 

Hannah  Walters 

Cedric  Stapleton 

Megan  Warren 

Erin  Starkweather 

Devon  Watson 

Sean  Steigerwald 

John  Wayand 

Alexey  Stepankov 

Christopher  D.  Williams 

Zochary  Summers 

Melanie  Williams 

Michael  Summerville 

Sarah  Willis 

Oliver  Swain 

Austin  Willoughby 

Joseph  Szarek 

Rachel  Wilson 

David  Szilezy 

Erin  Winsch 

Eve  Tanas 

Richard  Wright 

Joseph  Thelen 

Matthew  Wyker 

Jacob  Thomann 

Michelle  Yanik 

Seth  Thomas 

Evan  Yonkers 

James  Todd 

Rebecca  Young 

Melissa  Tolentino 

Ellen  Zagrobelny 

Chelsea  Torres 

Caitlin  Zango 

Loyd  Trimmer 

William  Zarzour 

Lauren  Troxler 

Melissa  Zidar 

Allyson  Tucker 

Michael  Zimmerman 

Members  of  the 
Class  of  2009 
have  been  accepted 
to  the  following 
Colleges  and  Universities 


Auburn  University 

Lenoir-Rhyne  University 

UNC-Asheville 

Bard  College 

Louisburg  College 

UNC-Chapel  Hill 

Barnard  College 

Louisiana  State  University 

UNC-Charlotte 

Barton  College 

Loyola  College 

UNC  Greensboro 

Belmont  Abbey  College 

Loyola  University,  New  Orleans 

UNC-Pembroke 

Belmont  University 

Loyola  University,  Chicago 

UNC  Wilmington 

Boston  College 

Marquette  University 

Univ.  of  Maryland,  Baltimore  County 

Boston  University 

Mary  Baldwin  College 

Univ.  of  Maryland,  College  Park 

Brandeis  University 

Marymount  Manhattan  College 

Universal  Technical  Institute 

Brevard  College 

Mercer  University 

University  of  Alabama,  Birmingham 

Camden  Military  Academy 

Meredith  College 

University  of  Arizona 

Campbell  University 

Methodist  College 

University  of  California  at  Berkely 

Carnegie  Mellon  University 

Miami  University,  Ohio 

University  of  Chicago 

Catawba  College 

Michigan  State  University 

University  of  Cincinnati 

Catholic  University 

Middle  Tennessee  State  University 

University  of  Dallas 

Chowan  University 

Monmouth  University 

University  of  Florida 

Christian  Brothers  University 

Montreal  College 

University  of  Georgia 

Christopher  Newport  University 

Morehouse  College 

University  of  Houston 

Clemson  University 

Mount  St.  Mary's,  MD 

University  of  Iowa 

Coastal  Carolina  University 

Mt.  Olive  College 

University  of  Kansas 

College  of  Charleston 

NC  Central  University 

University  of  Kentucky 

Columbia  College,  Chicago 

NC  State  University 

University  of  Louisville 

Corcoran  College  of  Art  &  Design 

New  York  University 

University  of  Mary  Washington 

Cornell  University 

North  Carolina  AST 

University  of  Mass  Amherst 

Drexel  University 

Northeastern  University 

University  of  Miami 

Duke  University 

Northwestern  University 

University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor 

Duquesne  University 

Ohio  University 

University  of  Notre  Dame 

Earlham  College 

Peace  College 

University  of  Pittsburgh 

East  Carolina  University 

Penn  State  University 

University  of  South  Carolina 

Elon  University 

Pfeiffer  University 

University  of  Tampa 

Embry-Riddle  University 

Pratt  Institute 

University  of  Tennessee 

Emory  University 

Providence  College 

University  of  Toronto 

Ferrum  College 

Purdue  University 

University  of  Vermont 

Florida  Gulf  Coast  University 

Queens  University 

University  of  Virginia 

Florida  International  University 

Randolph  Macon  College 

University  of  Washington 

Florida  State  University 

Rhodes  College 

US  Air  Force  Academy 

Fordham  University 

Rose-Hulman  Institute 

US  Coast  Guard  Academy 

Franciscan  University 

Rutgers  University 

US  Military  Academy 

Franklin  &  Marshall  College 

Salem  College 

US  Navol  Academy 

Furmon  University 

Savannah  School  of  Art  &  Design 

Villanova  University 

Gardner-Webb  University 

Shimer  College 

Virginia  Commonwealth 

George  Mason  University 

Southwestern  University 

Virginia  Tech 

George  Washington  University 

St.  Andrews  College 

Wagner  College 

Georgetown  University 

St.  John's  University 

Wake  Forest  University 

Georgia  Tech 

St.  Joseph's  University 

Woke  Technical  Comm.  College 

Guilford  College 

Stetson  University 

Washington  &  Lee  University 

Hampton  University 

SUNY  Purchase 

West  Virginia  University 

High  Point  University 

Syracuse  University 

Western  Carolina  University 

Howard  University 

Texas  A&M  University 

Western  Washington  State  University 

Indiana  University,  Bloomington 

The  Citadel 

Wingote  University 

James  Madison  University 

The  College  of  William  &  Mory 

Winston-Salem  State  University 

John  Hopkins  University 

Tulane  University 

Xavier  University 

Kings  College 

Tusculum  College 
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Three  priests,  three  journeys,  one  goal: 


To  embrace 


d's  Will 


Father  Acero, 
Father  Byron  and 
Father  Kerber  share 
their  stories  with 
NC  Catholics. 


In  his  March  address  establishing  the  special  "Year  for  Priests"  that  began  on  June  19th,  Pope 
Benedict  XVI  spoke  about  the  need  for  every  priest  to  realize  that  "through  his  own  humanity. . . 
he  is  bringing  to  the  world  Another,  God  Himself."  Not  surprisingly,  then,  to  talk  with  priests 
about  their  lives  and  vocations  is  to  learn,  ultimately,  about  God:  the  mystery  of  His  Will  and  the 
blessings  He  gives  to  those  who  strive  to  discern  and  embrace  it. 

The  origins  and  experiences  of  the  three  priests  NCC  interviewed  for  this  story  are  as  differ- 
ent as  their  personalities,  but  all  three  have  this  in  common:  They  love  the  Lord,  and  they  have 
always  trusted  Him  completely. 
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Father  Paul  Byron  relates  that  he  was  seven  years  old  in 
1928  when  he  announced  to  his  Irish  Catholic  family 
in  Albany,  NY,  that  he  was  going  to  be  a  priest.  That 
was  welcome  news.  "The  Church  was  the  center  of 
our  lives  and  our  neighborhood,"  Father  Byron  recalled.  "I  don't 
think  I  met  a  Protestant  until  I  was  14."  His  uncle  was  a  priest, 
and  he  had  a  particular  admiration  for  his  pastor,  "a  man  of  great 
intellect  and  determination,  and  a  student  of  the  liturgy." 


But  the  young  mans  road  to  the  priest- 
hood took  an  unexpected  turn.  After  one 
year  in  an  especially 
strict  seminary, 
he  accumulated 
enough  demerits  for 
small  rule  infrac- 
tions, mostly  talking 
during  times  of 
mandatory  silence, 
that  he  was  sus- 
pended. His  influen- 
tial family  stormed 
the  chancery  to  get 
him  transferred  to  another  seminary, 
but  their  Catholic  connections  weren't 
enough  to  persuade  the  local  Bishop. 

His  pastor,  however,  came  to  the  res- 
cue. He  had  a  friend  who  was  a  Bishop, 
the  Most  Reverend  Eugene  J.  McGuin- 
ness,  Bishop  of  Raleigh.  A  meeting  was 
arranged.  The  North  Carolina  Bishop 
accepted  the  young  man  on  the  spot 
and  arranged  for  the  rest  of  his  seminary 
training.  "I  learned  later,"  Father  Byron 
recalls,  "that  my  pastor  had  written 
Bishop  McGuinness  a  personal  check 
for  $10,000  for  the  missions  in  North 
Carolina.  So  I  wound  up  in  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh,  which  was  unlike  anything 
I  had  ever  known  about  the  Catholic 
Church. 

"It  was  so  different  from  what  I'd 
expected  in  the  priesthood,  and  the  way  I 
got  here  was  so  funny,"  Father  Byron  says 
today  with  a  grin,  "that  I  really  felt  it  had 
to  be  God's  Will."  Father  Byron  began  his 
priesthood  in  Delco,  in  Bishop  Vincent 
S.  Waters'  "apostolate,"  traveling  far  and 
wide,  knocking  on  doors  with  the  goal  of 
making  "every  North  Carolinian  a  Catho- 
lic." His  first  parish  was  in  Asheboro, 


Father  Byron  says  he  nev- 
er once  doubted  that  the 
priesthood  was  where  he 
was  meant  to  be,  but  that 
he  only  realized  with 
time  the  many  joys  his 
vocation  would  bring. 


"seventy-two  souls  in  three  counties," 
followed  by  stints  in  Morehead  City,  Dur- 
ham and  Charlotte, 
where  he  was  the 
first  pastor  of  St.  Ga- 
briel Parish.  "I  still 
have  friends  there," 
he  says,  "and  had  a 
chance  to  preach  at 
the  50th  anniversary 
in  a  vast  church  that 
didn't  exist  when  I 
was  there." 
Father  Byron  says 
he  never  once  doubted  that  the  priest- 
hood was  where  he  was  meant  to  be, 


but  that  he  only  realized  with  time  the 
many  joys  his  vocation  would  bring. 
"When  I  was  young,"  he  recalls,  "much 
of  my  motivation  was  devotional.  I 
wanted  to  be  the  one  on  the  altar,  doing 
that  thing  that  only  priests  could  do. 
And  that  still  thrills  me,  ministering 
in  the  liturgical  and  sacramental  life  of 
the  people.  But  gradually  I  also  learned 
the  joy  of  being  a  pastor,  a  guide  for 
people's  souls.  Later,  in  the  1960s,  my 
friend  Father  Charlie  Mulholland  intro- 
duced me  to  and  encouraged  me  to  be 
involved  in  peace  and  social  justice  is- 
sues." Father  Byron  also  started  the  first 
Cursillo  in  North  Carolina,  a  movement 
which  would  be  a  tremendous  spiritual 
success.  "At  the  very  first  Cursillo,"  he 
remembers,  "we  invited  a  group  from 
Baltimore  to  join  us.  One  of  those  who 
came  was  a  likeable  young  Monsignor  F 
Joseph  Gossman." 

Ordained  now  for  63  years,  Father 
Byron  looks  back  on  a  journey  with 
unexpected,  unsought  twists  and  turns, 
but  says,  "I  always  knew  that  God  would 
enable  me  because  it  was  His  Will  that 
directed  the  path." 


One  year  after  his  ordina- 
tion, Father  Romen  Acero  is 
serving  at  St.  Thomas  More 
Church  in  Chapel  Hill.  He 
says  he  is  "happier  than  I  have  ever  been 
in  my  life."  His  road  to  the  priesthood  was 
not  an  easy  one,  but  it  led  him  to  a  deeper 
appreciation  of  Gods  Providence. 

Growing  up  in  Bogota,  Colombia,  "I  knew  at  14  that  God 


was  calling  me  to  be  a  priest,"  Father  Acero  says.  "I  had 
been  an  altar  server,  and  was  very  involved  in  a  pastoral 
group.  I  saw  the  ministry  of  the  priests  and  sisters,  and  I 
wanted  to  participate  in  that."  His  family  was  poor,  though, 
and  counted  on  his  support.  So  instead  of  entering  the 
seminary,  he  became  a  Catholic  high  school  teacher,  teach- 
ing Spanish  grammar,  philosophy  and  religious  education 
for  nine  years.  "All  that  time,"  he  recalls,  "I  wanted  to  be  a 
priest.  1  enjoyed  teaching,  but  I  was  very  frustrated  because 
it  seemed  like  the  priesthood  wasn't  in  Gods  plan  for  me." 

At  a  meeting  in  Bogota,  however,  the  teacher  met  Father 
Fernando  Torres,  a  Colombian  native  serving  in  the  Dio- 
cese of  Raleigh.  "He  invited  me  to  apply  for  the  vocations 

program  in  Raleigh.  It  was 
unbelievable!"  Father  Ro- 
men says. 

"Now  there  are  mo- 
ments every  day  that  bring 
grace,"  he  continues.  A 
new  discovery  for  the 
young  priest  was  ministry 
for  the  sick.  He  is  on  call 
at  all  times  for  the  needs 
of  patients  at  UNC-Chapel 
Hill  Hospitals.  "I  began 
thinking  'How  will  I  help 
these  people?'  but  they  are 
the  ones  who  make  me 
stronger.  It  is  always  an 
incredible  experience.  One 
call  can  change  your  whole 
plan  for  the  day,  and  also 
bring  totally  unexpected 
blessings.  I  never  know 
how  things  will  turn  out, 
but  I  always  know  that  I 
will  experience  God's  grace. 
At  day's  end  I  can  always 
say,  Thank  You,  Lord.'" 

Father  Acero  says  his 
"ministry  is  all  about  telling 
people  how  God  loves  them, 
and  I  can  tell  them  that 
from  experience,  because 
I  feel  His  love  every  day." 
As  a  priest  he  strives  to  "be 
aware  of  the  current  context 
of  people's  needs"  and  to 
"connect  Jesus'  proclamation 
to  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world.  His  Word  can  answer 
any  questions  people  have 
about  the  meaning  of  hu- 
man existence." 
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Father  Justin  Ker- 
ber,  CP.,  radiates 
joy  when  he  talks 
about  his  parish 
and  his  pastoral  ministry. 
Yet  12  years  ago,  when 
he  was  assigned  to  the 
parish,  St.  Peter  in  Green- 
ville, he  wept. 

Father  Kerber  can't  remember  a  time 
when  he  didn't  want  to  be  a  priest.  "I 
never  entertained  anything  else,"  he 
says.  As  a  boy  in  New  Jersey  he  went 
on  a  retreat  and  met  Passionist  Father 
Michael  Anthony.  "I  got  there  early 
and  he  said,  'Come  talk  with  me.'  He 
showed  me  his  breviary,  and  there 
were  all  these  dates  in  the  back  that  he 
explained  to  me:  This  is  the  date  my 
parents  died.  This  is  the  date  I  went  to 
China. . ..'  And  he  started  talking  to  me 
about  how  he  was  imprisoned  for  five 
years  and  tortured,  how  he  had  seen 
some  of  his  parishioners  martyred. 
And  I  thought,  This  sounds  like  the 
early  Church!  This  man  must  really 
love  Jesus.  I  want  to  be  like  him!'" 

The  youngster  begged  his  parents 
to  let  him  join  the  Passionists  when 
he  finished  eighth  grade.  His  father 
wanted  him  to  go  to  high  school  first. 
But  one  night  he  heard  his  mother 
talking  to  his  father  in  their  room.  "I 
don't  want  him  to  leave,"  she  said, 

"but  I  keep  thinking  about  Jesus  in  the  temple  saying,  '1  must  be  about  my  Father's  business.'"  Their  12-year-old  son 
entered  the  novitiate  and  was  ordained  in  1972. 

"I  joined  the  Passionists  because  I  wanted  a  life  that  emphasized  prayer  and  reflection,"  Father  Kerber  explains.  And  he 
wasn't  disappointed.  But  his  abilities  were  recognized  and  over  the  years  he  was  called  on  to  preach  retreats,  direct  vocations, 
oversee  the  Order's  finances,  direct  Passionist  students  and  serve  as  rector  of  a  monastery.  "In  37  years  as  a  priest,"  Father 
Kerber  says  today,  "1  never  said  no.  Whatever  they  ask,  I  decided,  I  don't  need  time  to  consider.  I'll  take  that  as  God's  Will." 

Saying  yes  to  an  assignment  as  a  parish  priest  was  difficult,  though.  "When  I  arrived  at  St.  Peter,"  he  recalls,  "I  went 
into  the  chapel  and  knelt  before  the  Blessed  Sacrament  and  cried.  I  prayed  for  two  hours  and  I  said  to  Jesus,  'You  sent  me 
here.  So  I  am  here,  even  if  it's  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  I  will  do  this  with  all  my  heart.' 

"And  twelve  years  later,"  he  says,  beaming,  "behold!"  He  discovered  that  he  loved  pastoral  ministry.  In  fact,  he  has  a  list 
with  the  names  of  every  baby  he  has  ever  baptized,  so  he  can  pray  for  them.  "In  my  first  26  years  as  a  priest  I  baptized  21 
babies,"  he  says,  "but  since  I  became  a  pastor,  500." 

Father  Kerber  is  adamant  when  he  says,  "The  priesthood  is  not  a  job.  It's  a  relationship  with  a  person,  and  that  person 
is  Jesus.  He  is  my  heart.  He  is  at  the  center  of  everything.  He  is  why  I  want  to  be  a  priest."  In  37  years,  Father  Kerber  has 
celebrated  Mass  every  day  but  one  (due  to  a  surgical  emergency).  His  advice  for  men  contemplating  priesthood:  Think  of 
Christ's  needs  before  your  own,  and  center  your  life  around  the  Eucharist." 


By  Rich  Reece  I  Pictures  by  Denmark  Photo  &  Video 


In  the  spirit  of  St.  Paul,  "Called  to  Mission"  was  the 
theme  of  this  year's  Diocesan  Young  Adult  Mission 
Trip  to  Honduras.  I  had  the  honor  and  blessing  of 
accompanying  this  optimistic,  energy- filled,  excited 
group  of  18  people  to  work  with  Fr.  Marcos  Ayala  in  San 
Juan  Pueblo,  Honduras,  on  March  24,  2009.  Fourteen 
young  adults  and  four  young-at-heart  adults  from  dif- 
ferent walks  of  life,  occupations  and  parishes  around 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  came  together  as  a  team  to  travel 
and  serve  on  this  annual  mission  trip.  We  began  meeting 
months  in  advance  to  plan  the  trip  and  gather  supplies 
for  the  clinic  and  special-needs  school  in  San  Juan  Pueb- 
lo. Several  fundraisers  were  held  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathe- 
dral and  Newman  Catholic  Student  Center  Parish,  along 
with  the  "Three  to  Get  Ready"  school  project,  to  raise 
money  and  awareness  about  the  mission  efforts. 


We  were  a  diverse  group  in  age, 
occupations  and  experiences,  which 
gave  the  team  a  wonderful  variety  and 
richness  practically  and  spiritually.  Our 
team  included  a  banker,  a  lawyer,  recent 
college  graduates,  scientists,  contractors, 
IT  professionals,  doctors,  health-care 
professionals,  teachers  and  lay  ministers. 

We  focused  our  efforts  on  three  main 
projects  for  this  trip:  working  in  the 
local  clinic,  opening  a  temporary  school 
building  for  special-needs  classes  and 
painting  the  permanent  school  build- 
ing. The  clinic  team  provided  medical 
diagnosis  and  treatments,  including 
dental  hygiene  and  pulling  teeth.  Our 
on-site  pharmacy  was  stocked  with 
needed  medications  and  medical  sup- 
plies, which  were  dispensed  by  team 
members.  We  distributed  glasses  to 
those  in  need.  The  construction  team 
served  by  providing  electricity  to  the 
temporary  school  building,  a  task  that 
involved  digging  a  50-yard  trench  to 
run  power  cable  from  the  church  build- 
ing and  wiring  the  school  building  for 
lights  and  receptacles.  On  the  last  night, 
the  lights  in  the  school  were  turned  on, 
and  we  were  recognized  at  the  evening 
liturgy.  The  whole  parish  celebrated 
with  great  joy! 

Later,  some  of  the  team  members 
shared  their  experience  and  insights 
as  they  reflected  on  the  time  with  our 
sisters  and  brothers  in  Honduras: 

"So  how  cool  is  it  that  1 8  people, 
basically  strangers  to  each  other, 
with  incredible  amounts  of  diver- 
sity in  terms  of  personal  logistics, 
mission  experience,  life  experi- 
ence, and  language  skills  could 
come  together  in  faith  to  travel  to 
a  developing  country  to  serve  our 
Lord  and  our  neighbors  in  Hondu- 
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By  Brent  Heiser 


ras?  Well,  how  cool  and  incredible  is 
God?  We  worked  hard,  served  hard, 
prayed  hard,  rested  hard,  played  hard, 
and  even  rode  the  bus  hard.  Essen- 
tially, we  came  together  to  create  a 
truly  Christian  community.  I  think  that's 
what  lies  at  the  center  of  our  joy.  Now, 
our  challenge  is  to  bring  that  message 
to  others:  that  there  is  incredible  joy, 
satisfaction,  and  love  in  a  life  based  in 

Service  to  Him."  -  Lori  Schweichert 

As  I  prepared  for  the  mission  to 
Honduras,  I  was  challenged  in  my 
willingness  to  give.  I  thought  of  all 
the  things  I  was  going  to  be  able  to  do 
for  these  poor  people  I  had  never  met. 
I  was  really  leaving  my  comfort  zone 
in  so  many  ways  (not  being  in  charge, 
going  to  a  new  place,  not  speaking  the 
language,  not  being  a  doctor  or  dentist, 
going  with  a  group  of  strangers,  etc),  and 
I  expected  that  I  would  grow  quite  a  bit 
from  that  -  but  I  had  no  idea  how  much. 
By  not  being  in  charge,  I  learned  lessons 
in  humility  and  trust.  These  people,  who 
had  so  little,  were  willing  to  give  what 
they  had.  They  welcomed  us  into  their 
homes  and  their  lives  with  open  arms. 
They  showed  Christ  to  me,  when  I  was 
fully  expecting  to  show  Christ  to  them." 

—  Amanda  Livermore 

'The  most  remarkable  part  of  this 
journey  was  the  people  of  Hon- 
duras. They  are  profoundly  poor,  they 
live  such  simple  a  lives,  yet  they  are 
as  genuine,  happy,  and  inspiring  as 
anyone  I've  ever  met.  After  witnessing 
these  peoples'  lives,  it  is  almost  embar- 
rassing to  realize  that  what  I  thought 
was  important  in  my  everyday  life  is 
trivial.  When  I  feel  pressures  creeping 
in,  I  just  relax,  take  a  breath,  and  think 
back  to  our  mission  week."  -Tom  Knosier 


"As  I  reflect  on  our  mission  trip 
in  Honduras,  I  become  tongue- 
tied.  I  am  not  sure  where  to  begin,  let 
alone  how  to  find  the  perfect  words  to 
express  what  we  all  experienced.  Each 
day  was  extreme  and  overpowering. 
The  people  were  full  of  love  and  pa- 
tience. They  were  warm  and  welcom- 
ing. The  sweet  children  just  radiated  joy 

—  pure  joy.  They  brought  smiles  and 
love  to  all  of  us  throughout  our  days  at 
the  clinic,  schools,  and  churches.  They 
live  with  so  little,  but  are  so  happy." 

—  Jessica  Smith 

"I'm  glad  I  experienced  a  moment 
of  solidarity  with  the  people  of 
Honduras.  My  experiences  in  their  par- 
ish showed  me  that  we  are  one  people 
and  one  family,  and  I  am  now  even 
more  encouraged  to  work  to  reduce  the 
burden  of  suffering  of  the  global  poor." 

—  Don  Lucas 

"Every  one  of  us  contributed  to 
a  whole  that  was  bigger  than  the 
sum  of  us  all.  We  functioned  as  one 
in  our  tasks  though  we  came  from 
different  backgrounds.  It  was  a  magi- 
cal happening  that  is  affecting  me  to 
this  day.  I  truly  feel  changed  from  this 
experience  in  the  most  positive  way  I 
could  imagine.  It's  all  about  centering 
yourself  with  LOVE  and  acting  in  a  way 
that  expresses  that  LOVE.  What  a  gift  of 

realization!"  -  Bill  (Slack)  Rogers 

"The  most  extraordinary  experi- 
ence of  the  mission  for  me  is 
summed  up  in  one  word  -  love. 

Love  in  the  giving,  love  in  the  serving, 
love  in  the  sharing,  love  in  the  receiv- 
ing. As  Blessed  Teresa  of  Calcutta  said, 
'Prayer  in  action  is  love,  and  love  in 
action  is  service.  Try  to  give  uncondi- 


tionally whatever  a  person  needs  at  the 
moment.  The  point  is  to  do  something, 
however  small,  and  show  you  care 
through  your  actions  by  giving  your  time 
...  Do  not  worry  about  why  problems  ex- 
ist in  the  world  just  respond  to  people's 
needs.  Let  us  love  as  Christ  loves  us.'" 

—  Jamie  McDuffie 

"I  felt  more  love  in  that  week  than  I 
have  in  a  really  long  time.  Our  week 
in  Honduras  was  the  best  because  I  got 
to  spend  it  with  some  of  the  most  inspir- 
ing people  I've  ever  met  and  because 
I  got  to  get  out  of  my  daily  routine  and 
really  make  a  difference  through  God's 

love  and  Compassion."  -  Marianna  Garcia 

"We  ended  each  day  with  dinner, 
followed  by  Mass  and  reflections. 

I  have  to  admit  that  some  evenings 
it  was  pretty  late  by  the  time  we  got 
ready  for  reflections  and  I  prepared 
myself  to  just  "suffer  through  it."  But 
even  on  the  evenings  that  I  was  most 
tired,  God  shifted  my  focus  to  listening 
to  what  each  person  was  saying  and  I 
was  struck  by  the  beauty  of  each  indi- 
vidual there  ...  truly  being  able  to  see 
God  in  each  one.  We  often  asked  the 
question,  "Where  did  you  see  Jesus  to- 
day?" During  the  eight  days  that  I  spent 
with  the  mission  team,  I  saw  Jesus 
in  each  one  of  the  team  members.  I 
recognized  Jesus  in  the  people  that  we 
were  serving;  I  saw  Him  in  the  beauty 
of  the  land  around  us.  My  heart  ached 
as  I  recognized  Him  in  the  children 
that  we  saw  sleeping  on  the  street. 
Over  the  last  week,  I  have  truly  seen 
that  God  is  in  all  things  and  all  people. 
It  is  my  daily  prayer  that  I  will  be  able 
to  continue  to  recognize  Jesus  in  all 
things  and  all  people,  and  even  when  I 
can't,  to  love  them  anyway."  -  Marcia  Edge 


i  Y  a    que   usted   lo  pregunta! 


La  decision  sobre  Celulas 
Madres  cruza  la  linea  etica 


El  9  de  marzo  de  2009 
el  Presidente  Obama 
firmo  una  importante 
orden  ejecutiva  que 
incrementa  considerablemente  los 
fondos  federales  para  la  investigation  con  celulas 
madre  embrionarias  humanas,  y  cruzo  una  linea 
etica  significativa  y  preocupante.  Esta  decision,  y 
la  retorica  utilizada  durante  la  firma,  alentaron  a 
cientificos  e  investigadores  a  entrar  en  el  terreno 
pantanoso  de  tomar  unas  vidas  humanas  para 
beneficiar  a  otras.  Para  sustentar  su  decision,  el 
Presidente  Obama  recurrio  durante  su  discurso  a 
invocar  el  nombre  de  Christopher  Reeve  y  el  de 
otros  pacientes  desesperados  por  encontrar  curas  a 
sus  padecimientos. 


La  desesperacion,  sin  embargo,  rara  vez  favorece  a 
una  buena  etica. 

En  una  ocasion  escuche  una  historia  de  la  vida 
real  que  me  conmovio.  Se  trataba  de  un  padre  y  sus 
dos  jovenes  hijos.  Ellos  tenian  un  lugar  en  las  afueras 
donde  les  gustaba  nadar  y  que 
acostumbraban  visitar  durante 
el  verano.  El  padre  nunca  habia 
aprendido  a  nadar  pero  los  hijos  si, 
cuando  eran  mas  pequenos,  y  lo 
hacian  mas  o  menos  bien. 

El  padre  acostumbraba  sentarse 
en  la  orilla  mientras  los  muchachos 
nadaban  en  aquel  lugar,  que 
tenia  una  linea  de  boyas  de 
color  rojo  brillante  para  indicar 
donde  la  profundidad  aumentaba 
abruptamente.  Cada  ano  el 
padre  les  decia  a  sus  hijos  que  no 
cruzaran  esa  linea  pues  si  lo  hacian 
el  no  podria  nadar  para  rescatarlos. 
Los  muchachos  obedecian 
fielmente  ano  tras  ano,  pero  un 
verano  en  particular  decidieron 
desafiar  la  autoridad  de  su  padre  y 
se  aventuraron  a  cruzar  las  boyas. 

Cuando  cruzaron  la  linea  el 
padre  los  vio  y  les  grito  que  regresaran,  pero  ellos 
fingieron  no  escucharlo  y  siguieron  nadando  aun  mas 


uerido  lectc 
de  NCC 

Or:  Padre  Tad  Pacholczyk 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cacion  en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duccion:  Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


El  presidente  Obama 
les  esta  ofreciendo  a 
los  estadounidenses 
la  perspectiva  de 
recurrir  al  potencial 
de  la  ciencia  para 
oprimir,  o  mas 
precisamente,  suprimir 
a  los  integrantes  mas 
pequenos  de  la  familia 

humana  para  servir 
a  los  intereses  de 
los  mas  grandes  y 
mas  ricos. 


lejos.  El  papa  se  puso  nervioso  y  empezo  a  entrar  al 
agua,  que  se  hacia  mas  y  mas  profunda,  cuando  de 
pronto  cayo  en  el  desnivel  y  empezo  a  hundirse. 

A  cierta  distancia,  los  muchachos  vieron  a  su  papa 
que  agitaba  los  brazos  en  el  agua,  luchando  por 
respirar  y  mantener  la  cabeza  fuera  y  golpeando  el 
agua  con  sus  manos.  Se  dieron  cuenta  de  que  su  padre 
se  ahogaba  y  nadaron  hacia  el.  Cuando  estaban  ya 
cerca  el  papa  les  grito  que  no  se  acercaran.  "jAlejense! 
jNo  me  toquen!",  les  gritaba.  Atemorizados,  los 
muchachos  guardaron  distancia,  hasta  que  el  papa 
dejo  de  luchar  y  empezo  a  hundirse  dejando  burbujas. 

Al  perder  el  padre  el  conocimiento,  los  muchachos 
se  acercaron  y  lo  sujetaron  lo  mejor  que  pudieron, 
arrastrandolo  a  la  orilla,  donde  empezo  a  arrojar  el 
agua  y  recuperar  la  conciencia,  hnalmente  expulsando 
toda  el  agua.  Mas  tarde  los  hijos  le  preguntaron  por 
que  les  gritaba  que  se  alejaran.  Les  dijo  que  temia  que 
al  ponerles  la  mano  encima  los  hundiria  junto  con 
el.  Sabia  que  una  persona  desesperada  se  aferra  a  lo 
que  sea,  incluso  hasta  de  sus  propios  hijos,  con  tal  de 
salvarse,  y  el  no  queria  hacer  eso. 

Nosotros  tambien  debemos 
preocuparnos  de  manera  similar 
cuando  en  nuestra  sociedad  los 
cientificos  y  pacientes  desesperados 
estan  tentados  a  poner  la  mano 
encima  de  nuestros  ninos  en 
embrion,  en  un  intento  por 
aliviar  el  sufrimiento  o  salvarse 
a  si  mismos.  Tristemente,  la 
decision  del  Presidente  sobre  las 
celulas  madre  alienta  este  tipo 
de  comportamiento  no  etico  al 
recurrir  a  una  apelacion  emocional 
a  la  desesperacion  de  los  pacientes. 
El  error  etico  del  Presidente  se 
acentua  por  el  hecho  de  que 
existen  alternativas  cientificas 
notables  y  solidas,  tales  como  la 
reprogramacion  celular,  por  una 
parte,  o  el  uso  de  celulas  madre 
de  cordon  umbilical  de  adulto  por 
otra,  ninguna  de  las  cuales  requiere  ponerle  la  mano 
encima  a  un  embrion  humano. 
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En  este  Ano  Sacerdotal,  V 
oren  por  nosotros 


Uno  de  los  dias  mas  felices  de  mi  vida  ha  sido  el  4  de  agosto 
de  2006,  cuando  me  nombraron  el  quinto  Obispo  de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh. 
En  los  ultimos  tres  anos,  no  he  dejado  de  sentirme  abrumado  por  mi  inmensa 
gratitud  hacia  la  bondad  del  Senor  al  permitirme  servir  en  esta  Diocesis  vibrante 
y  llena  de  fe.  Precisamente,  mi  nombramiento  coincide  con  el  dia  en  que  la  iglesia  universal 
conmemora  el  1  50°  aniversario  de  la  muerte  de  a  uno  de  mis  santos  predilectos,  San  Juan 
Maria  Vianney,  figura  y  patron  de  todos  nuestros  sacerdotes;  y  como  lo  indica  nuestro  Papa 
Benedicto  XVI  "es  un  verdadero  ejemplo  de  un  pastor  al  servicio  de  rebano  de  Cristo" 


Al  proclamar  el  Ano  Sacerdotal  a  partir  del  1  9  de  junio 
de  este  ano,  hasta  el  1  9  de  201 0,  nuestro  Sumo  Pontifice 
ha  nombrado  a  San  Juan  Maria  Vianney  como  ejemplo  para 
los  sacerdotes  y  para  todos  nosotros.  Su  inquebrantable 
busqueda  por  la  santidad,  su  profundo  amor  por  Jesus  en  el 
Sagrado  Sacramento,  su  completa  confianza  por  la  misericor- 
dia  del  Senor,  su  perseverante  compromiso  por  la  oracion,  y 
su  ferviente  servicio,  inspira  las  vidas  de  aquellos  a  los  que 
ha  servido,  transformando  con  la  gracia  de  Dios  toda  la  villa 
francesa  de  Ars. 

El  Aho  Sacerdotal,  como  lo  explica  nuestro  Papa  Benedicto 
XVI,  es  un  momento  lleno  de  gracia  para  exhortar  a  sacer- 
dotes, a  imitar  la  vida  de  San  Juan  Maria  Vianney,  siempre 
en  busqueda  de  la  perfeccion  espiritual  de  la  cual  depende 
la  efectividad  de  sus  ministerios.  Al  igual  que  ustedes,  me 
siento  profundamente  inspirado  por  la  santidad  y  fidelidad  de 
los  sacerdotes  al  servicio  de  la  diocesis;  ellos  aman  a  nuestro 
Senor  Jesus  y  luchan  cada  dia  ofreciendo  sus  vidas  al  ser- 
vicio del  Senor  y  Su  Iglesia.  Mis  hermanos  sacerdotes  y  yo 
sabemos  que  solo  podemos  lograrlo  con  la  asistencia  divina 
de  Dios,  con  sus  oraciones  y  con  todo  su  apoyo  del  cual  es- 
tamos  muy  agradecidos.  En  este  Ano  Sacerdotal,  le  pedimos 
por  sus  oraciones  para  motivarnos  a  crecer  en  santidad  y  en 
perfeccion  espiritual. 

La  decision  del  Presidente  sobre  las  celulas  madre  tambien 
manifiesta  un  giro  preocupante  hacia  una  forma  de  opresion 
aun  mas  pervasiva  y  sistemica  en  nuestra  sociedad.  El 
presidente  Obama  les  esta  ofreciendo  a  los  estadounidenses  la 
perspectiva  de  recurrir  al  potencial  de  la  ciencia  para  oprimir, 
o  mas  precisamente,  suprimir  a  los  integrantes  mas  pequenos 
de  la  familia  humana  para  servir  a  los  intereses  de  los  mas 
grandes  y  mas  ricos.  Les  esta  ofreciendo  a  los  estadounidenses 
la  perspectiva  de  reducir  a  nuestros  congeneres  a  partes  y 
componentes  en  la  linea  de  ensamblaje  del  complejo  industrial 
en  el  negocio  de  la  medicina. 

Sin  embargo,  muchos  ciudadanos  de  Estados  Unidos, 
parecen  no  estar  muy  enterados  de  las  implicaciones  de  la 


En  especial,  les  pido  que  eleven  a  diario  la  oracion  dioce- 
sana  por  los  sacerdotes  incluida  en  esta  edicion  de  la  revista. 
Por  favor  encuentren  maneras  de  celebrar  la  vida  y  el  minis- 
terio  de  sus  sacerdotes  en  sus  parroquias.  Tambien  pueden 
obtener  recursos  y  materiales  adicionales  relacionados  a  este 
tema  en  nuestro  sitio  Web  y  en  la  revista.  En  especial,  oren 
para  que  mas  hombres  escuchen  y  respondan  al  llamado  del 
Senor  para  servir  como  sacerdotes  de  la  Diocesis  y  para  que 
sean  bendecidos  con  un  incremento  de  vocaciones  a  la  vida 
consagrada. 

En  mi  homilia  de  instalacion,  cite  las  siguientes  palabras  de 
San  Maria  Vianney  a  su  pueblo:  "Rompamos  las  cadenas  del 
pecado,  vivamos  en  Dios,  prometamos  fidelidad  a  Jesucristo, 
y  mantengamonos  firmes  en  nuestra  fe"  Mis  hermanos  y 
hermanas,  el  Ano  del  Sacerdote  es  una  oportunidad  para  los 
sacerdotes  y  para  todos  los  fieles  para  responder  al  llamado 
del  Evangelio  y  a  las  palabras  de  San  Juan  Maria  Vianney.  Si 
lo  hacemos,  la  diocesis  entera  vivira  una  transformacion  radi- 
cal en  vias  a  la  perfeccion  espiritual. 

Con  la  gracia  de  Dios,  que  este  Aho  Sacerdotal  sea  un 
tiempo  para  profundizar  la  renovacion  espiritual  para  todos 
nuestros  sacerdotes  y  sea  la  fuente  de  abundantes  bendicio- 
nes  para  la  diocesis.  i  Maria,  Madre  de  los  Sacerdotes,  y  San 
Juan  Maria  Vianney  rueguen  por  nosotros! 


decision  del  Presidente.  El  Juez  de  la  Suprema  Corte  William 
O.  Douglas  comento  en  una  ocasion  sobre  como  la  opresion 
puede  irse  estableciendo  entre  nosotros  sin  que  nos  demos 
cuenta:  "Asi  como  la  noche  no  llega  en  un  instante,  la 
opresiOn  tampoco  llega  asi.  En  ambos  casos  hay  un  momento 
de  crepusculo  en  el  que  todo  parece  seguir  igual,  y  es  en 
ese  crepusculo  que  debemos  estar  conscientes  del  cambio 
que  se  esta  dando  para  no  terminar  siendo  victimas  de  la 
obscuridad". 

Habra  quien  opine  que  quiza  ya  nos  cubrio  la  noche.  Pero 
tal  vez  todavia  queden  algunos  momentos  de  crepusculo  en  los 
cuales  los  estadounidenses  pueden  hacer  retroceder  la  obscuridad 
moral  que  amenaza  a  nuestra  sociedad  y  a  nuestro  future. 
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Reflexiones  del  viaje 
misionero  de  los 
adultos  jovenes        """^  4*^  ^ 


hispano  Catol 

i  c  o 

n  el  espiritu  de  San  Pablo,  bajo  el 
lema  de  este  ano  "llamados  a  la 
mision",  tuve  el  honor  de  acom- 
panar  a  ese  grupo  de  jovenes 
entusiastas  para  trabajar  con  el  Padre  Mar- 
cos Ayala  en  San  Juan  Pueblo,  Honduras,  el 
24  de  marzo  de  este  ano.  Catorce  jovenes  y 
cuatro  adultos  de  diferentes  grupos,  pro- 
fesiones  y  parroquias  de  las  Diocesis  de 
Raleigh,  se  reunieron  para  viajar  y  servir 
en  esta  mision  anual.  Nos  reunimos  con 
varios  meses  de  anticipation  para  organizar 
el  viaje  y  juntar  suministros  para  la  clinica 
y  la  escuela  especial  de  San  Juan  Pueblo; 
realizamos  varias  colectas  en  la  Catedral  del 
Sagrado  Corazon  y  en  el  centra  parroquial 
Newman  de  estudiantes  catolicos,  ademas 
de  tres  proyectos  escolares  con  la  finalidad 
de  recolectar  fondos  y  crear  conciencia  de 
los  esfuerzos  de  la  mision. 


El  grupo  estaba  compuesto  por  personas  de  diferentes 
edades,  profesiones,  y  experiencias,  las  cuales  le  dieron  al 
equipo  una  rica  composition  de  practicidad  y  espiritualidad. 
Entre  los  miembros  del  grupo  incluian  a  un  banquero,  un 
abogado,  un  recien  egresado  de  la  universidad,  un  cientifico, 
un  contratista,  un  doctor,  maestros,  y  ministros  laicos. 

Nos  enfocamos  en  los  tres  proyectos  principales  de  nuestro 
viaje:  la  clinica  local,  abrir  una  escuela  temporal  para  impartir 
clases  especiales,  y  prntar  la  escuela.  El  equipo  de  la  clinica 
brindo  diagnostico  medico  y  tratamientos,  incluyendo  higiene  y 
extraction  dental.  Nuestra  farmacia  y  los  miembros  del  equipo 
contaban  con  los  medicamentos  y  recursos  necesarios;  distribui- 
mos  anteojos  para  los  necesitados.  El  equipo  de  construction 
se  encargo  del  cableado  electrico  de  la  estructura  temporal  de 
la  escuela,  la  cual  requirio  la  excavation  de  una  zanja  de  45 
metros  para  el  cable  electrico  proveniente  de  la  iglesia  y  conectar 
las  luces  y  los  receptores  de  la  estructura  temporal.  La  ultima 
noche,  logramos  encender  las  luces  de  la  escuela,  y  recibimos  un 
reconocimiento  en  la  liturgia  de  esa  noche.  jLa  parroquia  entera 
celebro  el  evento  con  mucho  entusiasmo! 

Despues,  algunos  miembros  del  equipo  compartieron  su 
experiencia  y  vision  con  nuestros  hermanos  Hondurenos. 

"Fue  demasiado  super  que  1 8  personas,  en  su  may- 
ona  desconocidos,  pero  increiblemente  diverso  en 
terminos  logisticos,  experiencia  en  misiones,  habili- 
dades  linguTsticas,  pudieran  reunirse  a  traves  de  la  fe 
y  viajar  a  una  nation  en  vi'as  de  desarrollo  para  servir 
a  nuestro  Senor  y  a  nuestros  projimos  de  Honduras. 
iDios  es  increible!  Trabajamos  arduamente,  servimos,  ora- 
mos,  descansamos,  nos  divertimos,  y  hasta  incluso  maneja- 
mos  el  autobus,  en  fin,  trabajamos  para  crear  una  verdadera 
comunidad  cristiana.  Pienso  que  esa  es  la  razon  de  nuestra 

alegria."  -  Lori  Schweichert 

"Mientras  me  preparaba  para  la  mision  de  Honduras, 
me  daba  palmaditas  en  la  espalda  por  mi  buena  vol- 
untad.  Pense  en  todas  las  cosas  que  podria  hacer  por  esta 
gente  humilde  a  la  que  no  conocia  y  dejar  todas  mis  comodi- 
dades  (no  estar  en  control,  visitar  un  lugar  nuevo  sin  hablar 
el  idioma,  sin  ser  un  doctor  o  dentista,  ademas  de  ir  con  un 
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Por  Brent  Heiser 


grupo  de  personas  desconocidas,  etc.)  Me  imagine  que  iba 
a  madurar  un  poco  con  esa  experiencia,  pero  no  sabia  que 
seria  tanto.  Solo  por  el  hecho  de  no  estar  en  control,  aprendi 
una  leccion  de  humildad  y  de  confianza.  Estas  personas,  que 
no  tienen  nada,  estaban  dispuestas  a  dar  lo  poco  que  tenian, 
a  darnos  la  bienvenida  en  sus  hogares  y  en  sus  vidas  con 
brazos  abiertos.  Ellos  me  mostraron  a  Cristo  cuando  yo  tenia 
la  intencion  de  mostrarselos  a  ellos."  -  Amanda  Livermore 

"Lo  mas  extraordinario  de  esta  jornada  fue  el  pueblo 
Hondureno.  Ellos  viven  en  una  situation  de  extrema  po- 
breza,  viven  vidas  simples  y  despreocupadas,  y  sin  embargo, 
son  ingenuos,  felices  como  ningun  otro.  Despues  de  convivir 
con  ellos,  me  da  vergiienza  darme  cuenta  de  lo  que  yo  con- 
sideraba  importante  en  mi  vida  es  trivial  en  comparacion.  Si 
me  siento  presionado,  me  relajo,  respiro  profundo,  y  recuerdo 
los  dias  en  la  mision"  -  Tom  Knosier 

"Mientras  reflexiono  acerca  de  nuestro  viaje  a  Hondu- 
ras, me  quedo  sin  habla.  No  estoy  segura  donde  comen- 
zar,  y  mucho  menos,  encontrar  las  palabras  perfectas  para 
expresar  lo  que  vivimos.  Cada  dia  fue  diferente  y  abrumador. 
La  gente  estaba  llena  de  amor  y  paciencia,  y  atencion.  Los 
ninos  irradiaban  pura  felicidad  y  compartieron  sus  sonrisas  y 
amor  con  todos  nosotros  a  los  largo  de  nuestra  estadia  en  la 
clinica,  en  las  escuelas,  y  en  las  iglesias.  Ellos  viven  con  tan 
poco,  y  sin  embargo  son  tan  felices."  -  Jessica  Smith 

"Estoy  muy  contento  de  haber  compartido  un  momen- 
ta de  solidaridad  con  el  pueblo  Hondureno.  Mi  experi- 
encia en  su  Iglesia  me  demostro  que  somos  la  misma  gente, 
una  sola  familia,  y  ahora  tengo  mas  ganas  de  trabajar  para 
reducir  el  sufrimiento  de  los  pobres  en  general."  -  Don  Lucas 

"Cada  uno  de  nosotros  contribuyo  a  un  todo  que  era 
mucho  mas  grande  que  la  suma  de  todos  nosotros.  A 

pesar  de  que  todos  eramos  diferentes,  funcionamos  como 
uno  solo  en  nuestras  tareas.  Fue  una  experiencia  magica  que 
sigue  cambiando  mi  vida  a  diario.  Pienso  que  esta  experi- 
encia me  cambio  de  la  manera  mas  positiva  que  me  pueda 
imaginar.  Solo  se  trata  de  concentrarte  en  AMOR  y  actuar 


de  una  forma  que  transmita  AMOR.  iQue  regalo  tan  maravil- 

loso!"  -  Bill  (Slack)  Rogers 

"La  experiencia  mas  extraordinaria  de  esta  Mision  la 
puedo  resumir  en  una  sola  palabra,  amor.  El  amor  de 
dar,  de  servir,  de  compartir,  y  de  recibir.  Al  igual  que  la  Madre 
Teresa  de  Calcuta  comento  una  vez  "La  oracion  en  accion 
en  el  amor,  y  el  amor  en  accion  es  el  servicio.  Traten  de  dar 
incondicionalmente  lo  que  la  persona  necesite  en  el  momen- 
to.  El  punto  es  hacer  algo,  sin  importar  que  tan  pequenos,  y 
demostrar  que  estan  interesados  a  traves  de  sus  acciones  y 
su  tiempo. . .  No  se  preocupen  pensando  porque  existen  los 
problemas  en  el  mundo,  solo  respondan  a  las  necesidades  de 
las  personas. . .  Amemos  de  la  misma  manera  que  Cristo  nos 

ama."  —  Jamie  McDuff  ie 

"Senti  mas  amor  durante  esa  semana  que  en  mucho 
tiempo.  Nuestra  semana  en  Honduras  fue  la  mejor  porque 
comparti  con  las  personas  mas  inspiradoras  que  jamas  haya 
conocido  y  tambien  porque  sali  de  mi  rutina  diaria  para  hacer 
la  diferencia  por  medio  del  amor  y  de  la  compasion  de  Dios. 

—  Marianna  Garcia 

"Concluimos  cada  noche  con  una  cena,  y  la  Santa 
Misa.  Tengo  que  admitir  que  algunas  noches  ya  era  tarde 
para  prepararnos  para  las  reflexiones  y  prepararme  para  "su- 
frir",  pero  incluso  las  noches  en  la  que  estaba  mas  agotada, 
Dios  me  dio  la  fuerza  para  concentrarme  y  escuchar  lo  que 
cada  persona  tenia  que  decir,  y  me  llego  al  corazon  la  belleza 
de  cada  persona  alii  presente. . .  y  permitirme  ver  a  Dios  en 
cada  uno  de  ellos.  Nos  preguntamos  a  menudo  "ien  donde 
viste  a  Jesus  hoy?"  y  a  lo  largo  de  los  8  dias  que  comparti- 
mos  con  el  equipo  de  la  Mision,  vi  a  Jesus  en  cada  uno  de  los 
miembros  del  equipo.  Reconoci  a  Jesus  en  cada  una  de  las 
personas  y  vi  a  Jesus  en  la  belleza  del  lugar  que  nos  rodeaba. 
Lo  sentia  en  el  corazon  cada  vez  que  reconocia  a  Jesus  en 
los  ninos  que  veia  durmiendo  en  la  calle.  La  semana  pasada, 
vi  a  Dios  en  todas  las  cosas  y  en  la  gente,  es  por  eso  que 
incluyo  en  mi  oracion  diaria  que  pueda  seguir  reconociendo  a 
Jesiis,  incluso  cuando  no  pueda,  amarlos  de  todas  maneras. 

—  Marcia  Edge 


community 


Diocesan  Teens  Celebrate 
Their  Faith  at  Annual  Convention 

►►  Approximately  650  students,  staff  and  volunteers  from  parishes 
across  the  Diocese  gathered  in  Greenville  May  15-17  for  the  39th 
annual  Diocesan  Youth  Convention. 

This  year's  theme  was  "Remain  in  My  Love"  (John  1 5:9).  Work- 
shops included  "Marriage  Takes  3:  A  Match  Made  in  Heaven,"  "Staying 
Connected  with  Your  Faith  after  You  Move  Away  from  Home,"  "My 
Body,  My  Choice,"  and  'Uesus  in  the  Media."  Other  sessions  covered 
mission  work,  communicating  with  parents  and  supporting  fair  trade 
products. 

The  convention  concluded  with  Mass  on  Sunday,  celebrated  by 
Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge.  Reflecting  upon  the  conference  theme, 
Bishop  Burbidge  asked  in  his  homily  rf  the  students  noticed  that  in  the 
day's  Gospel  reading  that  Jesus  did  not  say  "earn  My  love"  or  "work  for 
My  love."  "Remain  in  My  love  are  the  words  Jesus  spoke,"  the  Bishop 
said,  "because  His  love  is  a  pure  gift  from  a  generous  and  faithful  God." 
Noting  the  Eucharist  is  the  "perfect  example  of  love,"  Bishop  Burbidge 
asked  the  students  to  "never  go  a  Sunday  without  celebrating  and 
receiving  the  Eucharist!' 

Sister  Donna  O'Neill,  S.P. 

Sister  Donna  O'Neill,  S.P,  78,  died  April  22  in  St.  Mary  of  the 
woods,  Ind.  She  entered  the  Congregation  of  the  Sisters  of  Providence 
in  1 948  and  was  given  the  name  Sister  Laurence  Therese.  In  her  60 
years  as  a  Sister,  she  served  in  education  for  43  years  in  schools  in  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  North  Carolina  and  Texas.  She  served  at  St.  Therese  School 
in  Wilson,  N.C,  from  1 964-1 966. 

Bishop  Designates 

August  30th  Lay  Ministry  Sunday 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  has  designated  August 
30th  Lay  Ministry  Sunday,  encouraging  parishes  throughout  the  Diocese 
to  recognize  on  this  date  the  lay  people  who  serve  them.  On  Saturday, 
August  29th,  the  Bishop  will  preside  at  a  Mass  at  St.  Raphael  at  which 
those  celebrating  significant  anniversaries  as  lay  ministers  will  be  hon- 
ored. The  Bishop  will  then  join  attendees  for  lunch  and  conversation. 

Office  of  Diaconate  Accepting  Applications 


•  The  Office  of  the  Diaconate  is  accepting  applications  for  English- 
speaking  men  who  are  interested  in  studying  to  become  permanent 
deacons.  Bilingual  men  are  welcome  to  apply,  but  must  be  able  to  study 
in  English.  All  applications  must  be  received,  in  full,  by  Aug.  1 ,  2009, 
for  consideration.  If  you  wish  to  receive  an  application  or  have  any  ques- 
tions, please  contact  Mr.  Eric  Brown  or  Deacon  Felix  Saez  in  the  Office 
of  the  Diaconate  at  9 1 9.658.4023. 


diings  to  do: 


The  70th  Annual  Tekak- 
witha  Conference  will  be 
held  at  the  Downtown  Raleigh 
Convention  Center  July  1  -5. 
The  Tekakwitha  Conference 
represents  nearly  500,000 
Native  American  Catholic 
members  of  more  than  300 
tribes  and  nations  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

Concerning  the  Baptized, 

July  10,  8:30  a.m.  -  July  1  1, 
4:45  p.m.  in  Richmond,  Va.  This 
two-day  institute  from  the  North 
American  Forum  on  the  Cat- 
echumenate  deals  with  baptized 
adults  who  are  completing  their 
initiation  or  seeking  reception 
into  full  communion  with  the 
Catholic  Church.  Participants 
from  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
may  apply  for  Pearl  Streb  Pow- 


ers Scholarship  assistance.  For 
more  information,  contact  Bea 
Calleryat919.821.9715or 
bea.callery@raldioc.org. 

African  Ancestry  Unity 
Mass/Picnic,  July  1 8,  1 1  am 
-3  p.m.  at  St.  Alphonsus  Center, 
Wilson.  Gathering  of  everyone 
from  across  the  Diocese  of  Ra- 
leigh. Mass  time  1  1  a.m.;  picnic 
will  follow.  Please  bring  your 
favorite  picnic  item. 

Catholic  Golden  Age  will 
meet  Sunday,  1 :30  p.m.,  on 
May  3  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Catholic  Church,  Fallon  Center, 
2718  Overbrook  Drive,  Raleigh, 
NC  27608.  Call  Mary  Ruth  at 
9 1 9.2 1  7.9580  or  Michaeline 
at  91 9.832.2974  regarding 
regarding  the  meeting  as  well 
as  info  on  CGA's  5:30  p.m. 
dinner  get-togethers  every  third 
Thursday  of  the  month  through- 
out the  year. 
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Upcoming  events 
at  Avila  Retreat  Center 

71  1  Mason  Road,  Durham.  2771  2.  To  register 
or  for  more  information,  call  9 1 9.477. 1  285. 

Joyfully  Living  the  Life  of  Faith,  July 
17-19,  Fri.  7p.m.  -  Sun.  1  1  a.m..  This  retreat 
will  focus  on  the  wisdom  of  Blessed  Julian  of  Norwich,  who  said, 
"The  greatest  honor  you  can  give  Almighty  God,  greater  than  your 
penances  and  mortifications,  is  to  live  joyfull  because  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  God's  love."  The  retreat  will  have  two  parts:  1 .  Establishing 
the  validity  of  joy  as  part  of  the  essential  message  of  Jesus  Christ; 
and  2.  Teaching,  in  practical  terms,  the  best  way  to  achieve  this  joy. 
There  will  also  be  a  section  called  "Prayer  Made  Joyful  and  Simple." 
Presenter:  Fr.  John  Catoir,  well  known  author  and  Director  of  Evan- 
gelization/Communications for  the  Diocese  of  Paterson,  N.J.  and 
President  of  the  St.  Jude  Media  Ministry.  Fr.  Catoir  was  the  Director 
of  The  Christophers  from  1 978  to  1 985.  Donation:  $1  20. 

Weekend  for  Engaged  Couples,  July  24-26,  Fri.  7p.m. 
-  Sun.  noon.  Contact  Linda  Bedo,  Director,  Marriage  and  Fam- 
ily Ministry  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  9 1  9.82 1 .9753. 


Vocations  Prayer  Group  for 
Women,  Aug.  1 3,  7-9  p.m. 
at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral, 
219  Edenton  St.,  Raleigh,  NC 
27603.  Single  Catholic  women 
between  the  ages  of  1 7-45  who 
are  committed  to  praying  for 
vocations,  growing  in  holiness 
while  in  the  midst  of  the  world, 
and  discerning  the  call  of  Christ 
are  invited  to  the  Vocations 
Prayer  Group  for  Women. 
Thursday  evening  meetings  will 
begin  in  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
with  Adoration  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  at  7  p.m.,  followed 
by  Benediction.  At  8  p.m.  the 
group  will  move  to  the  Office 
of  Vocations  for  fellowship  and 
discussions.  Meetings  should  end 
by  9  p.m..  Next  meeting  is  Sept. 
3.  Contact  Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger, 
vocations@raldioc.org. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  Aug.  1 8,  9  a.m.-noon 
at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral, 
219  Edenton  St.,  Raleigh,  NC 
27603.  Adult  Catholic  men 
between  the  ages  of  1 7-48 
discerning  a  possible  call  to 
Priesthood  are  invited  to  the 
Priesthood  Discernment  Group 
meetings  held  on  the  third 
Saturday  of  each  month.  If  you 
are  just  beginning  to  contemplate 
a  vocation  or  are  more  seri- 
ous about  a  call  to  priesthood 
please  consider  attending  this 
group.  The  Priesthood  Discern- 
ment Group  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  in  which  to  discuss 
your  discernment  of  a  possible 
call  to  Priesthood  with  other 
men  who  are  also  exa.m.ining 
the  call.  The  group  discusses 
issues  central  to  the  call  and  does 
so  within  the  context  of  prayer, 
presentations,  and  discussion. 
The  morning  begins  with  Mass. 
Coffee  and  doughnuts  will  be 
available  in  the  Office  of  Voca- 
tions (two  doors  down  from  the 


Cathedral)  after  Mass.  Morning 
Prayer,  a  discussion/presentation 
about  discernment/Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch  follow. 
Next  Discernment  Group  is 
Sept.  1  2.  For  more  information 
contact  the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

Parish  Respect  Life  Confer- 
ence, Aug.  22,  9:30  a.m.-2 
p.m.,  St.  Mary  Mother  of  the 
Church,  Garner,  A  confer- 
ence for  all  parish  Respect 
Life  leaders  and  committee 
members,  the  day  will  begin 
with  a  keynote  presentation  on 
the  sacredness  of  life  and  will 
provide  workshops  on  current 
life  issues.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Sister  Joan  Jurski, 
Jurski@raldioc.org. 

Lay  Ministry  Sunday,  Aug. 
30.  Bishop  Burbidge  has  es- 
tablished Lay  Ministry  Sunday 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  to 
celebrate  God's  call  to  all  the 
baptized  to  use  their  gifts  in 
service  to  others  and  to  the 
Church.  Parishes  are  invited  to 
take  advantage  of  this  Sunday 
to  acknowledge  both  the  sanc- 
tity of  God's  call  and  the  gener- 
ous response  of  lay  ministers. 

The  second  annual  Mo- 
torcycle Memory  Ride  to 

benefit  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Chapter  of  the 
Alzheimer's  Association  will 
take  place  in  conjunction  with 
the  annual  Memory  Walk  in 
Moore  County  on  Sept.  1 9. 

Last  year,  the  ride  helped 
drive  the  donations  sent  to 
the  association  to  more  than 
the  established  goal.  The  goal 
for  2009  for  the  combined 
events  is  $30,000.  Corporate 
sponsors  can  donate  money, 
raffle  prizes,  gift  certificates 
and  donuts  for  the  registration, 


15th  Annual  5K 


To  benefit  'Jjgg 


m 


The  LifeTree  is  a  23-foot  frame  strung  with  more  than  4,000  pairs  of 
baby  booties,  serving  as  a  memorial  and  visual  reminder  of  the  almost 
4,000  lives  lost  to  abortion  each  day  in  the  United  States.  LifeTree's 
original  mission  has  been  expanded  into  an  educational  effort  to  raise 
awareness  throughout  North  Carolina  about  the  need  to  protect  life, 
from  its  earliest  beginnings  to  its  end. 

Saturday,  August  29, 2009 
1  Mile  Fun  Run/Walk:  8:30  am 
5K  Run  for  Life:  9:00  am 

Location:  Wake  Med  Soccer  Park;  210  Soccer  Park  Drive,  Cary,  NC 
Register  to  RUN:  www.raleighrunforlife.org 

Sponsorship  or  donations: 

919.815.1369  or  919.815.3237  or  email:  blk4jmj@juno.com 

For  more  information  about  the  Run  for  Life  go  to: 


or  food  -  hot  dogs,  burgers, 
and  salads  -  for  the  after-ride 
lunch  for  the  hungry  bikers.  St. 
Joseph  of  the  Pines  volunteers 
will  be  barbecuing  and  serving. 
Individual  contributors  can 
sponsor  a  biker  for  $25  and 
be  a  guest  at  the  finale  lunch  at 
Belle  Meade  of  St.  Joseph  of 
the  Pines. 

For  Memory  Ride  regis- 
tration information,  please 
contact  Jeralie  Andrews  at 
910.246.1  139,  103  Gos- 
sman  Drive,  Southern  Pines, 
NC  28387.  E-mail: 
stjoesbikers@gmail.com. 

For  information  on  contrib- 
uting to  and  sponsoring  the 
Memory  Ride,  please  call  Su- 
sie Buchanan,  community  rela- 


tions director  for  St.  Joseph  of 
the  Pines,  at  246.3125. 

Raleigh  -  St.  Joseph's 
AAME  Chapter  will  again 
host  the  St.  Joseph's  Gospel 
Choir  from  Alexandria,  Va., 
in  a  benefit  concert  on  July 
25  at  5  p.m.  at  St.  Joseph 
Catholic  Church,  281  7  Poole 
Road,  Raleigh.  "Singing  for 
Scholars"  is  an  annual  benefit 
concert  for  foster  children  of 
Wake  County.  The  admission 
is  simply  school  supplies.  Book 
bags  are  a  much  needed  item. 
Monetary  donations  also  are 
accepted.  Contact  Daphne 
Randolph  with  questions 
9 1  9.829.9486  or  Adriene 
Gamble-  919.832.2387. 


Saint  Michael's  Girls'  Teams  Are 
Unbeatable 

►►  The  Saint  Michael  School  2008-09  girls' 
varsity  athletic  program  finished  their  sports 
year  with  a  remarkable  overall  record  of  56-0-5 
following  their  soccer  team's  championship  in 
the  Triangle  Catholic  School  Athletic  Conference 
(TCSAC).  All  three  Saint  Michael  teams  -  vol- 
leyball, basketball  and  soccer  -  won  their  regular 
season  conference  tournaments  and  their  end-of- 
season  championships. 


The  volleyball  team  started  off  the  winning  year 
by  going  2 1  -0.  Besides  winning  their  conference 
championship,  the  team  also  won  the  Joe  Uniacke 
Memorial  Tournament,  which  included  1 6  public 
and  private  school  teams  from  the  Triangle  area. 

The  basketball  team  kept  the  winning  streak 
alive  by  going  23-0.  In  addition  to  winning  their 
conference  championship,  they  also  won  the 
annual  Shamrock  Tournament  in  Charlotte.  The 
Shamrock  Tournament  included  34  Catholic 
schools  from  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia. 

The  Saint  Michael  soccer  team  concluded  the 


year  by  finishing  the  season  at  1  2-0-5.  They 
were  undefeated  and  won  the  championship 
game  by  defeating  the  St.  Raphael  "Guardians"  of 
Raleigh  in  a  2- 1  battle.  The  Saint  Michael  Angels' 
victory  over  the  Guardians  made  it  official:  the 
Angels  were  the  victors  during  every  2008-09 
female  athletic  season! 

The  winning  teams  were  each  made  up  of 
6th-  through  8th-grade  Saint  Michael  student- 
athletes.  Only  one  athlete,  Marie  DeRusso,  played 
on  all  three  championship  teams.  Marie  has  been 
recognized  as  the  Saint  Michael  School  Female 
Star  Athlete  of  the  Year. 


parish  profile 


In  1928,  renowned  Passionist  missionary  Fr.  Egbert  Al- 
bert was  traveling  through  eastern  North  Carolina  in  a 
railway  car,  the  St.  Peter  chapel,  which  the  priest  called, 
in  an  article  he  wrote  for  Extension  Magazine  "the  Steel 
Apostle."  He  moved  from  town  to  town,  con- 
ducting four-  and  five-day  missions. 


He  wasn't  always  welcome.  In 
Morehead  City,  the  priest  was  met 
by  a  mob  who  threatened  to  harm 
him  if  he  didn't  leave  town.  He 
returned  a  few  days  later,  but  the 
mob  was  back  again.  So  he  left,  but 
as  the  train  departed,  he  quoted 
Jesus'  words  to  His  disciples: 

"If  anyone  does  not  receive  you 
or  listen  to  what  you  have  to  say, 
leave  that  house  or  town,  and  once 
outside  it,  shake  the  dust  from 
your  feet.  I  assure  you,  it  will  go 
easier  for  the  region  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  on  the  day  of  judgment 
than  it  will  for  that  town"  (Matthew 

10:14-15). 

Less  than  a  day  later,  a  disastrous 
fire  struck  the  town.  Attributing 


their  mis- 
fortune to 
the  "curse  of 

God"  pronounced  by  Father  Albert, 
the  people  sent  an  executive  com- 
mittee to  appeal  for  his  return.  So 
the  chapel  car  came  once  again  to 
Morehead  City.  This  time,  the  good 
priest  was  unmolested.  He  decided, 
in  fact,  that  Morehead  City  would 
be  a  good  place  to  establish  a 
Catholic  church,  and  persuaded  a 
local  businessman  to  buy  land  for 
that  purpose. 

Father  Albert  did  not  live  to  see 
his  dream  realized.  Only  a  few 
months  later,  he  died  of  pneumo- 
nia at  the  age  of  37.  News  of  his 
passing  sparked  a  fundraising  drive 


706  Evans  St, 
Morehead  City 
NC,  285 

252.726. 


to  build  a  chapel  in  his  memory. 
On  June  23,  1929,  Bishop  Wil- 
liam J.  Hafey  dedicated  St.  Egbert 
Church  to  the  glory  of  God  in 
honor  of  Fr.  Albert's  patron  saint. 

The  new  church  was  served  by 
priests  from  New  Bern,  who  lived 
weekends  in  the  sacristy  until  a  rec- 
tory was  built  in  1936.  Franciscan 
pnests  served  the  parish  from  1939 
until  1954,  when  priests  from  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  were  assigned 
there.  In  1956,  under  Pastor  Fr. 
J.  Paul  Byron,  St.  Egbert  School 
opened.  By  1979,  the  growing  con- 
gregation required  a  new  church, 
which  was  planned  and  built  un- 
der the  guidance  of  Msgr.  Louis  E. 
Morton  and  dedicated  by  Bishop  F 
Joseph  Gossman 
in  1980. 
The  num- 
bers contin- 
ued to  swell 
in  the  90s, 
but  now,  according 
to  Pastor  Fr.  Doug 
Smiley,  they  have  more  or  less 
stabilized  at  850  registered  fami- 
lies. He  calls  the  church  a  "wonder- 
ful blend"  of  longtime  residents,  re- 
tirees from  the  Northeast,  younger 
families  and  summer  vacationers. 
"We're  a  stable,  Catholic  commu- 
nity that  opens  its  doors  to  lots  of 
visitors,"  he  says.  Lesley  Ferguson, 
who  is  retiring  after  32  years  as 
principal  of  the  K-5  parish  school, 
cites  the  "welcoming"  atmosphere 
at  St.  Egbert.  "Even  people  who 
only  visit  in  the  summer,"  she  says, 
"feel  at  home  here." 


the  Diocese  of 


Rakigh 
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By  Rich  Reece 


Nestled  on  100  beautifully  manicured  acres 
lies  an  extraordinary  continuing  care  retirement  community  -  Belle  Meade. 

Located  in  the  relaxing 
resort  area  of  Pinehurst  & 

Southern  Pines,  Belle 
Meade  offers  an  array  of 
floor  plans  and  excellent 
services  and  amenities. 
Enjoy  golf  privileges  at  five 
premier  courses. 


At  Belle  Meade,  life  is 
anything  but  mundane. 
Residents  enjoy  a  casually 

elegant  lifestyle,  secure 
environment,  and  extensive 
health  care  services. 


BELLE  MEADE 

at  ST.  JOSEPH  of  the  PINES 

Impressive 
Distinctive 
Exceptional 

THERE'S  ONLY  ONE. 

Retirement  Living  at  its  Finest 

910.246.1008  or  toll-free  800.343.7463 

www.sjp.org 
Nationally  Accredited 


Get  in  the  spirit  of  cottage  living 
at  Pennybyrn. 


It's  all  here:  the  ambiance  of  a  charming  neighborhood, 
an  Adoration  Chapel  and  two  other  chapels,  walking  trails 
and  gardens,  friendly  neighbors,  and  gracious  cottages 
that  welcome  you  home.  Each  with  a  bright,  open  design 
and  generous  appointments.  And  just  steps  from  your 
door,  the  Pennybyrn  Community  &  Wellness  Center  and 
complete  Fitness  Center.  Full-service  retirement  living 
with  a  whole  new  spirit,  where  daily  Mass  is  offered 
on-site.  A  new  community  built  on  tradition  and 
credibility  and  just  10  minutes  from  Greensboro.  Call 
or  come  by  today 

(336)  821-4050  or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343 
www.PennybyniAtMaryfield.com 


109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
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atMARYFIELD 
A  Retirement  Living  Community 


Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 
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"When  I'm  gone,  who  will 
receive  the  gifts  God  gave  me?' 


The  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Raleigh 


^5)please 


A  will  is  jour  answer  to  the  question. 

60-70%  of  Americans  die  without  a  valid  will.  If  you  die  without  a  will,  the  laws  of  the 
state  you  live  in  will  determine  how  your  assets  are  divided,  including  assets  to  your 
family.  Without  a  will  or  other  charitable  estate  plan,  your  charitable  wishes  for  your 
parish,  Catholic  school,  campus  ministry  or  the  Diocese  will  be  ignored. 
Don't  let  jour  answer  be  silence. 

If  you  would  like  to  include  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  or  your  parish  in  your  estate  plan  you  might 
consider  our  suggested  language  below: 

/  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  his  successors  in  office  percent  of  my  estate  [or  the  sum 

of  $  ,  or  a  specific  piece  of  property]  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  Diocese  of 

Raleigh  Jot  its  general  uses  and  purposes  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Bishop  may  direct  [or for 
name  of  parish  or  school] 

As  always  we  strongly  suggest  that  you  review  this  with  your  attorney  and  advisors  as  to  how  this 
might  fit  into  your  estate  plan. 

To  receive  the  free  booklet  "Better  Estate  Planning"  contact  Michael  Pedley,  Director  of 
Stewardship  &  Institutional  Advancement,  919-821-9721;  715  Nazareth  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27606; 
mike.pedley@raldioc.org  or  visit  our  website  for  more  information,  www.dioceseofraleigh.org 
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Hombres  que 
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"Si,  Jesus" 

Tres  sacerdotes, 
tres  caminos, 
un  mismo  destino: 
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A  Country 
Church  Turns 

Sts.  Mary  and 
Edward, 
Roxboro 


f  r  o  m    t  he  bishop 


On  Sept.  10,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Bur 
bidge  will  celebrate  Mass  at  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel  Church  in  Cary  to  mark  25  years 
since  his  1984  ordination  as  a  priest  for  the 
Archdiocese  of  Philadelphia.  NCC  had  the  opportunity  to 
speak  with  Bishop  Burbidge  about  his  Priesthood. 


Bishop,  when  did  you  initially 
consider  becoming  a  priest?  It  was 

in  my  junior  year  of  high  school.  We 
were  really  blessed  in  that  school.  If 
you  can  imagine,  we  had  30  Diocesan 
priests  on  the  faculty!  Every  day  I  saw 
Diocesan  priests  who  had  a  great 
fraternity,  who  were  a  great  witness, 
and  I  admired  them  tremendously.  And 
one  of  them  asked  me  if  I'd  considered 
the  Priesthood;  he  thought  I'd  be  a 
good  priest.  At  the  same  time,  a  newly 
ordained  priest  was  assigned  to  our 
parish,  and  I  was  in  awe  of  him.  And  he 
repeated  the  invitation. 

So  it  got  to  the  point  where  I  thought, 
"If  I  don't  at  least  try  this,  I'm  not  going 
to  be  happy  doing  anything  else."  But  I 
still  thought,  "Well,  I'll  try  the  seminary, 
fulfill  this  mandate,  and  then  move  on." 

How  many  priests  were  in  your  Or- 
dination class?  There  were  eight.  And 
we  were  the  smallest  class  ordained  for 
the  Archdiocese  of  Philadelphia  in  1 00 
years!  But  we  kept  telling  them  it  was 
about  quality,  not  quantity. 

Even  as  vocations  were  declining, 
Philadelphia  retained  a  reputation 
for  producing  good  numbers  of 
priests.  Yes,  certainly  the  emphasis 
was  always  there.  I  think  it  was  also  an 
advantage  to  have  a  seminary  within  the 
Archdiocese.  We  had  an  established 
tradition. 

Are  the  challenges  for  priests 
today  greater  than  they  were  in 
1984?  Each  moment  in  time  presents 
its  own  challenges,  so  I  don't  know 
if  I'd  say  "greater."  But  certainly  the 
voices  in  secular  society  seem  to  be 
louder  today  and  the  distractions  more 
numerous  that  increase  the  challenge 
of  proclaiming  the  Gospel.  The  break- 
down of  family  life  and  of  married  love, 


Celebrating 

25  Years  of  Priesthood 


the  rise  of  moral  relativism  -this  makes 
the  priest's  work  especially  challenging. 
Twenty-five  years  ago,  there  seemed 
to  be  a  lot  more  support  of  the  Gospel 
message  --  in  families,  in  schools  and 
in  entertainment. 

When  you  entered  the  Priesthood, 
it  was  cause  for  joy  in  your  family. 

Absolutely.  When  I  chose  to  become  a 
priest,  that  decision  was  supported  and 
lifted  up.  And  when  I  entered  the  semi- 
nary, that  was  the  case  with  99  percent 
of  the  men  there.  Today  it's  not  uncom- 
mon to  have  parents  or  peers  outright 
reject  the  decision,  saying,  "Why  are 
you  doing  this?"  So  I  sometimes  say  to 
our  seminarians  that  I  think  I  had  it  too 
easy  compared  to  them.  I  admire  them 
for  being  able  to  say  yes  today,  often 
without  the  support  I  had. 

Bishop,  it  seems  that  from  the  be- 
ginning of  your  Priesthood  you've 
been  marked  for  administrative 
and  leadership  assignments.  You 
never  were  given  a  parish  -  you 
were  given  a  Diocese  instead!  And 
yet,  as  a  Bishop,  you  have  been 
extremely  pastoral.  I  think  the  heart 
of  any  Diocesan  priest  is  being  a  pastor, 
a  spiritual  leader  and  shepherd.  That's 
what  draws  you  into  the  seminary  and 
you  never  lose  that,  even  though  you 
may  be  asked  to  take  on  other  respon- 
sibilities. In  my  role  here  I'm  charged 
with  teaching,  sanctifying  and  governing, 


but  my  greatest  joy  is  being  with  God's 
people  and  doing  those  things  that  are 
unique  to  being  a  priest:  celebrating  the 
Mass,  preaching  the  Gospel,  hearing 
confessions,  visiting  the  sick. . .  and  I  still 
find  my  greatest  joy  in  those  things. 

Many  of  the  responsibilities  you 
were  asked  to  take  on  were  sur- 
prises. Yes,  in  fact,  I  think  you  could 
characterize  my  25  years  so  far  as 
"mostly  surprises."  I  really  just  longed 
to  be  a  parish  priest  and  someday  a 
pastor.  And  I  still  regret  not  having  that 
chance.  I  really  never  saw  myself  as 
a  high  school  teacher,  as  a  rector  of  a 
seminary,  as  a  secretary  to  a  Cardinal, 
certainly  not  as  a  Bishop.  And  when 
those  things  were  asked  of  me  I  was 
somewhat  anxious.  They  weren't  what 
I  desired  or  what  I  thought  I  would 
be  best  at.  I  was  probably  even  more 
surprised  that  the  Lord  gave  me  the 
grace  to  do  these  things.  But  whatever 
the  Lord  asks  He  gives  you  the  grace  to 
do.  And  I  reflect  on  that;  I  never  want  to 
take  it  for  granted. 

What  advice  would  you  have  for  a 
newly  ordained  priest?  I  would  tell 
him  to  always  be  mindful  of  the  rhythm 
of  life  instilled  in  the  seminary.  He  must 
continue  that,  even  though  he'll  need  to 
figure  out  how  to  apply  it  to  a  new  sched- 
ule. What  is  that  rhythm?  It's  beginning 

Continued  on  page  20 
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►►  Keeping  the  Faith  on  Two  Fronts 
-  How  a  Fayettteville  family  lives 
out  their  commitment  to  God,  coun- 
try and  neighbor  By  Rich  iu<<. 


0  Fathers  Betti  and  Mulroney  Attend  YFP  Opening  in  Rome. 


Did  You  Know?  This  month,  Father  Doug  Reed,  Pastor  of  St. 
Anne  Parish,  Edenton,  and  Father  Ned  Shlesinger,  Director 
of  Vocations. 
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from  the  Bishop 

2  Celebrating  25 
Years  of  Priesthood 

since  you  asked ... 

1 0  What  Should  We  Do  with  the 
Frozen  Embryos? 

-  Father  Tadeusz  Pacholczyk 

from  the  editor 

1 1  No  Greater  Love.  -  Rich  Reece 

theology  1 01 

1 2  What  is  the  meaning  of  life?  Where 
does  the  church  fit  in? 

saint  of  the  month 

1 4  The  Flying  Saint  -  Saint  Joseph  of 
Cupertino. 

fact  or  fiction 

1 4  Catholics  do  not  need  to  go  to 
Sunday  Mass  if  they  are  good 
persons  who  try  to  live  charitable 
lives.  -  Doug  Cuip 

voices  in  our  church 

1  5  St.  Peter  Claver,  Slave  of  Slaves. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  Hadden 

1 5  ^Necesitamos  estudiar 

el  Catecismo?  -  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


el  hi 


Catolico 


your  marriage  matters 

7  He  says:  Her  mom  needs  to  go  to  a 
nursing  home.  She  says:  1  can  take 
care  of  Mom  in  our  home.  What  do 

they  do?  -  Tom  andJoAnne  Fogle 

parish  profile 

30  A  Country  Church  Turns  75 
Sts.  Mary  and  Edward,  Roxboro. 

-  Rich  Reece 


"cQue  Hacer 
con  los  Embriones 
Congelados?" 

-  El  Padre  Tadeusz  Pacholczyk 


Celebrando  25  anos  Hombres  que  dicen 


del  sacerdocio 

-  Obispo  Michael  F.  Burbidge 


a  diario  "Si,  Jesus" 

Tres  sacerdotes,  tres 
caminos,  un  mismo  destino: 
aceptar  la  voluntad  de  Dios 


-  Brent  Heiser 
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Pope  Benedict  XVTs  new 
encyclical,  Caritas  in 
Veritate  ("Charity  in 
Truth") ,  is  a  call  to  all 
people,  governments,  businesses 
and  organizations  that  ethical  and 
moral  values  are  essential  in  every 
aspect  of  our  lives.  The  primary 
themes  of  the  Holy  Father's  third 
encyclical  focus  on  the  dignity  of 
human  life  and  human  develop- 
ment in  "charity  and  truth."  The 
encyclical  speaks  to  the  impor- 
tance of  putting  ones  wealth  at 
the  service  of  the  poor.  It  also 
addresses  the  current  global  eco- 
nomic crisis,  noting  "the  primary 
capital  to  be  safeguarded  and 
valued  is  man,  the  human  person 
in  his  or  her  integrity." 

On  the  dignity  of  life,  Pope  Benedict  XVI 
writes,  "If  human  conception,  gestation  and  birth 
are  made  artificial,  if  human  embryos  are  sacri- 
ficed to  research,  the  conscience  of  society  ends 
up  losing  the  concept  of  human  ecology  and, 
along  with  it,  that  of  environmental  ecology." 

Pope  Benedict  has  consistently  placed  en- 
vironmental ethics  at  the  center  of  his  social 
teaching.  In  chapter  four  of  the  encyclical,  he 
brings  forth  that  concern,  calling  for  environ- 
mental justice  and  solidarity.  "The  environment 
is  Gods  gift  to  everyone,  and  in  our  use  of  it  we 
have  a  responsibility  towards  the  poor,  towards 
future  generations  and  towards  humanity  as  a 
whole,"  Pope  Benedict  says. 

"In  nature,  the  believer  recognizes  the 
wonderful  result  of  God's  creative  activity,"  he 
continues,  "which  we  may  use  responsibly  to 
satisfy  our  legitimate  needs,  material  or  other- 
wise, while  respecting  the  intrinsic  balance  of 
creation." 

Pope  Benedict  XVI  speaks  of  the  need  for 


individuals  to  become  involved  in  civic  and 
political  life  and  its  culture  in  order  to  promote 
the  common  good.  "Denying  the  right  to  profess 
one's  religion  in  public  and  the  right  to  bring  the 
truths  of  faith  to  bear  upon  public  life  has  nega- 
tive consequences  for  true  development,"  the 
Holy  Father  explained.  "The  exclusion  of  reli- 
gion from  the  public  square  —  and,  at  the  other 
extreme,  religious  fundamentalism  —  hinders  an 
encounter  between  persons  and  their  collabora- 
tion for  the  progress  of  humanity." 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge 
encourages  all  the  faithful  to  read  the  encyclical 
in  its  entirety.  Commenting  on  the  encyclical, 
Bishop  Burbidge  said,  "In  stating  that  we  are 
not  just  a  product  of  our  own  labors,  but  de- 
pend always  on  God,  our  Holy  Father  reminds 
us  that  we  cannot  bring  about  true  progress  in 
our  society  without  God's  help. 

"Our  Lord  does  indeed  guide  us  to  under- 
stand how  the  individual  rights  we  so  cherish 
are  always  connected  to  the  duties  we  have 
toward  others,  especially  with  regard  to  the  gift 
and  proper  care  for  human  life  and  for  all  of 
our  natural  resources,"  Bishop  Burbidge  added. 
"In  light  of  Caritas  in  Veritate  and  with  God's 
Truth  to  direct  us,  let  us  be  more  mindful  of 
the  duties  which  come  with  all  the  choices  we 
make  and  how  they  are  to  benefit  the  common 
good  of  others  both  in  the  local  and  global 
community." 
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Masses  Mark  Year 
for  Priests  in  Dio- 
cese, Feast  of  Saint 
John  Vianney 

The  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh,  marked 
the  opening  of  the  Year 
for  Priests  with  a  Mass 
celebrated  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  on  Fathers  Day, 
Sunday,  June  2 1 .  Concele- 
brants  at  the  Mass  were  the 
Most  Reverend  F.  Joseph 
Gossman,  Bishop  Emeritus 
of  Raleigh,  and  the  Rev- 
erend Salvatore  Busichio, 
Parochial  Vicar  at  Sacred 
Heart. 

Pope  Benedict  XVI  has 
proclaimed  June  1  9,  2009 
to  June  19,  2010  the  Year 
for  Priests  ,  a  worldwide 


Official 

Announcement 

►►  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of 
Raleigh,  announces  the  fol- 
lowing appointment. 
Effective  July  14,  2009, 
Reverend  Joseph  Kalu  Oji, 
C.S.Sp.,  a  Priest  of  the  Con- 
gregation of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  has 
been  appointed  Parochial 
Vicar  at  Saint  Michael  the 
Archangel  Parish  in  Cary 
and  Chaplain  to  the  Nigerian 
Community  in  Raleigh. 

Deacon  Candidates 
Request  Prayers 

►►  On  Oct.  2-4,  our 
Diocesan  candidates  for  the 
Permanent  Diaconate  and 
their  wives  will  be  on  retreat. 
The  prayers  of  all  the  faithful 
are  requested  as  these  candi- 
dates continue  their  prepara- 
tion for  Ordination  in  201 0. 


celebration,  which  the  Holy 
Father  said  should  help 
priests  "rediscover  the 
grace  and  the  goal  of  priest- 
ly ministry."  In  his  homily  on 
Sunday,  Bishop  Burbidge 
said  that  "nothing  can  be 
more  important  in  the  life 
of  the  priest  than  to  grow 
in  his  intimate  relationship 
with  the  Lord,  the  One  who 
has  called  us,  anointed  us 
in  His  very  person  and  sent 
us  forth  in  His  name.  This 
Year  is  a  time  for  priests  to 
rekindle  priestly  holiness, 
integrity,  joy  and  zeal. 

"To  respond,"  the  Bishop 
continued,  "we  depend  on 
God's  grace  and  the  sup- 
port of  you,  my  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ."  He 
asked  that  all  the  faithful 
in  the  Diocese  "renew  the 


Bishops  Urge 
Immigration  Reform 

►►  On  June  1 8,  at  the 
spring  meeting  of  the  U.S. 
Bishops  in  San  Antonio, 
Cardinal  Francis  E.  George 
of  Chicago,  President  of  the 
U.S.  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  (USCCB),  called 
on  President  Barack  Obama 
and  Congress  to  enact 
comprehensive  immigration 
reform  before  the  end  of 
2009.  Writing  on  behalf  of 
the  full  USCCB,  Cardinal 
George  stated,  "It  has  been 


commitment  to  pray  daily 
for  priests,  as  individuals 
and  as  a  family."  Following 
the  homily,  the  Bishop  and 
the  congregation  prayed 
the  Diocesan  Prayer  for 
Priests,  which  was  distrib- 
uted at  the  Mass. 

On  August  4th,  the 
Memorial  of  Saint  John  Vi- 
anney, Patron  of  all  Priests, 
Bishop  Burbidge  cel- 
ebrated Mass  in  the  saint's 
commemoration  at  Sacred 


clear  for  years  that  the  United 
States  immigration  system 
requires  repair  and  that 
reform  legislation  should  not 
be  delayed." 

The  Cardinal  urged 
"respect  and  observance  of 
all  just  laws"  and  said  the 
Bishops  "do  not  approve  or 
encourage  the  illegal  entry 
of  anyone  into  our  country." 
But  he  continued,  "Only 
through  comprehensive 
reform  can  we  restore  the 
rule  of  law  to  our  nation's 
immigration  system." 

The  Most  Reverend  Mi- 


Heart  Cathedral.  The  liturgy 
continued  the  Diocesan 
observance  of  the  Year  for 
Priests,  and  also  marked 
the  third  anniversary  of 
Bishop  Burbidge's  installa- 
tion as  Bishop  of  Raleigh. 

During  the  Mass,  the 
Bishop  blessed  a  statue  of 
Saint  John  Vianney  that  will 
travel  to  the  eight  deaneries 
of  the  Diocese  throughout 
the  year  for  Masses  and 
other  liturgical  prayer. 


chael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of 
Raleigh,  voiced  his  support  of 
the  USCCB  statement.  "Like 
my  brother  Bishops,"  he  said, 
"I  recognize  that  our  Church 
has  always  been  blessed  with 
the  strong  faith  of  immigrants. 
They  continue  to  bring  to  the 
Church  a  deep  and  vibrant 
faith. 

"With  my  brother  Bish- 
ops, I  hope  and  pray  that 
comprehensive  immigration 
reform  becomes  a  reality 
ever  respectful  of  the  laws  of 
our  country  and  the  dignity  of 
each  and  every  person." 


Mass  in  the  Extraordinary  Form 
to  Be  Offered  Monthly 


►►  A  regular  Mass  in  the  Extraordinary  Form  is  now  offered 
at  St.  Mary's  Parish  and  Shrine  in  Wilmington  on  the  last 
Sunday  of  each  month  at  7  p.m.  The  first  of  these,  a  Solemn 
High  Mass,  took  place  on  Aug.  30,  with  the  Reverend  Paul 
M.  Parkerson  as  principal  celebrant. 

The  Forma  extraordinaria,  commonly  referred  to  as  the 
Tridentine  Mass,  is  also  offered  in  four  other  churches  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh:  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  4:30  p.m.  on  the  first  Sunday  of  every  month;  Sacred  Heart  Church  in  Dunn,  at 
noon  every  Sunday;  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  Church  in  Rocky  Mount,  at  6  p.m.  every 
Sunday;  and  St.  Bernadette  Church  in  Fuquay-Varina,  at  9  a.m.  every  Tuesday. 


and  martyr  September  1  6  St.  Robert  Bellarmine,  bishop  and  doctor  of  the  Church  September  17  St.  Januarius,  bishop  and  martyr  September  1  9  Feast  of  St.  Matthew,  apostle  and  evangelist  September  2 1 


Cardinal  Egan  to  Celebrate 

Red  Mass  in  Raleigh  October  9th 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  has  invited  all  members  of 
the  legal  and  government  community  to 
attend  a  Red  Mass  at  noon  on  October 
9th  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh. 
His  Eminence  Cardinal  Edward  M.  Egan, 
Archbishop  Emeritus  of  New  York,  will  be 
the  principal  celebrant  and  homilist  for  the 
Mass,  which  will  be  followed  by  a  recep- 
tion at  the  Clarion  Hotel,  one  block  from 
the  Cathedral. 

The  Red  Mass  recognizes  government 
officials  and  all  who  work  in  the  legal 
profession.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  1  3th 
Century  and  was  first  introduced  in  the 
United  States  in  1 928.  The  Mass  gets 
its  name  from  the  red  vestments  worn  by 
the  celebrant  and  concelebrants  to  sym- 
bolize the  Holy  Spirit,  whose  guidance  is 
invoked  to  assist  all  those  who  seek  justice. 

"As  you  continue  to  serve  the  people  of  the 


State  of  North 


Carolina,"  Bishop  Burbidge  wrote  in  his  letter  of  invitation, 
"may  Our  Lord  bless  you  with  strength  of  insight,  courage 
in  your  faithfulness,  and  renewed  commitment  to  authentic 

justice  for  all  those  entrusted  to  your  care." 
The  Bishop  expressed  special  thanks  to 
members  of  the  legal  community  who 
have  been  assisting  in  planning  the  Mass 
and  reception:  Judge  Allyson  Duncan, 
Judge  Terrence  Boyle,  Judge  James 
Dever,  Judge  Ann  Marie  Calabria,  Judge 
Paul  Gessner,  Mr.  Tom  Lindgren,  and  Mr. 
Kieran  Shanahan. 

Cardinal  Edward  M.  Egan  was  born  in 
Oak  Park,  III.  in  1  932.  He  was  ordained 
a  priest  for  the  Archdiocese  of  Chicago  in 
1  957  in  Rome.  He  holds  a  doctorate  in 
canon  law  from  the  Pontifical  Gregorian 
University  and  was  appointed  an  Auditor  of 
the  Tribunal  of  the  Roman  Rota  in  1  972. 
In  1 985  he  was  appointed  Auxiliary 
Bishop  of  New  York  and  was  made  Bishop 
of  Bridgeport  in  1 988.  In  2000  he  was 
made  Archbishop  of  New  York,  where  he  served  until  his 
retirement  earlier  this  year. 


Franciscan  Sisters  Who  Served 

the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  Celebrate  Jubilees 

On  June  1  4,  more  than  250  members  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Francis  of  Phil- 
adelphia gathered  in  Our  Lady  of  Angels  Chapel  in  Aston,  Pa.,  to  give  witness 
to  the  lives  and  service  of  the  congregation's  45  jubilarians.  Celebrating  75,  70 
and  50  years  of  religious  profession,  the  jubilarians  represent  an  accumulated 
2,41  5  years  of  service  in  1  8  states  and  37  Dioceses,  five  of  the  Sisters  recog- 
nized served  in  elementary  education  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh: 

Diamond  Jubilarian  (70  years)  Sister  Anne  McMahon,  OSF,  (formerly  Sister 
Catherine  Philomena)  taught  at  Holy  Spirit  School  in  Jacksonville  from  1 974-1  978. 
Currently  she  lives  in  Aston,  Pa.. 

Four  Golden  Jubilarians  (50  years)  previously  served  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh: 

2  Sister  Donna  Desien,  OSF,  was  principal  of  Holy  Spirit  School  in  Jack- 
sonville from  1  984-1  986.  She  now  serves  as  a  member  of  the  leadership 
team  for  the  Sisters  of  St.  Francis. 

Sister  James  Maureen  Maguire,  OSF,  taught  at  Immaculate  Conception 
School  in  Clinton  from  1961-1  965.  She  now  works  in  pastoral  care  at  St. 
Francis  Medical  Center  in  Trenton,  N.J. 

Sister  Joan  Cecilia  Rehiel,  OSF,  (formerly  Sister  Miriam  Cecilia)  taught  at 
Holy  Spirit  School  in  Jacksonville  from  1  987-1  990.  She  teaches  at  St.  Corne- 
lius School  in  Chadds  Ford,  Pa. 

5  Sister  Christa  Marie  Thompson,  OSF,  taught  at  Immaculate  Conception 
School  in  Clinton  from  1961-1  963.  She  is  currently  the  director  of  the  Fran- 
ciscan Spiritual  Center  in  Aston,  Pa. 


Hispanic  Youth 
Gather  to  Worship 


Nearly  600  Hispanic  youth  and 
their  leaders  gathered  at  Cardinal 
Gibbons  High  School  in  Raleigh  on 
June  20,  for  the  4th  annual  Encuentro 
Juvenil.  The  one-day  retreat  combined 
music,  workshops,  friendly  competi- 
tion and  worship  to  evangelize  Span- 
ish-speaking youth.  A  high  point  was 
a  presentation  by  renowned  Catholic 
speaker  and  musician  Marcos  Chau. 
Attendance  this  year  was  the  highest 
ever,  and  included  youth  from  North 
Carolina  and  other  states  who  at- 
tended in  groups  from  their  parishes. 

The  retreat  closed  with  a  Vigil 
Mass  celebrated  in  Spanish  by  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh.  Father  Carlos 
Arce,  Diocesan  Vicar  for  Hispanics, 
was  the  concelebrant  and  homilist. 
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Two  Diocesan  Women  Entering  Religious  Orders 


This  fall,  two  women  from  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  are  entering  religious  con- 
gregations. On  Aug.  23,  Alexandra  Larsen,  28,  entered  the  Benedictine  Sisters 
of  Ferdinand,  Ind.  The  Ferdinand  Sisters  describe  themselves  as  "monastic 
women  seeking  God  through  the  Benedictine  tradition  of  community  life, 
prayer,  hospitality,  and  service  to  others."  This  month,  Kathryn  Sharpe,  33,  will  begin 
formation  with  a  cloistered  congregation  of  contemplative  nuns,  the  Poor  Clares  of  Per- 
petual Adoration,  in  their  newest  foundation  in  Black  Canyon  City,  Ariz. 


Alex  Larsen  moved  to  Chapel  Hill,  N.C., 
from  Madison,  Wis.,  at  age  3.  Her  parents 
divorced  when  she  was  8.  "I  did  all  the  usual 
girl  things,"  she  says.  "Girl  Scouts,  ballet."  She 
attended  St.  Thomas  More  School  through 
fifth-grade;  in  high  school,  she  joined  the 
church  choir  with  her  mom.  "I  was  consider- 
ing religious  life  by  the  time  I  was  confirmed," 
she  says.  "I  even  had  an  order  picked  out." 
When  Larsen  announced  her  intentions, 
however,  her  mother  was  firm.  "She  said, 
'No,  I'm  your  mother,  you're  my  only  child, 
and  I'm  putting  my  foot  down.  You're  going  to 
college.'"  So  Larsen  attended  Belmont  Abbey 
College,  a  time  she  now  calls  "the  best  four 
years  of  my  life."  Active  in  campus  ministry, 
she  volunteered  at  the  Sisters  of  Mercy's 
homeless  shelter.  One 
year,  she  was  chosen 
Volunteer  of  the  Year. 

She  also  became 
a  member  of  what 
was  called  the 
Faithful  Daughters 
Household.  "We 
lived  together, 
prayed  together, 
served  together 
and  attended  Mass 
together,"  Larsen 
recalls.  "We  actually 
reserved  a  part  of 
the  dorm  and  had 
morning  and  evening 
prayer  together.  So  it  was  really  an  experi- 
ence of  community  life." 

Larsen  majored  in  early  childhood  develop- 
ment. After  college,  she  started  working  in 
day  care.  But  her  sense  of  vocation  remained 
"I  dated  in  college  and  a  year  after,"  she 
says,  "but  didn't  think  it  was  for  me.  So  my 
friends  said,  'Well  maybe  you're  called  to  be 
a  single  lay  person.'  But  I  said,  'You  know,  I'm 
too  outgoing  to  be  single.  I  want  someone 
to  come  home  to;  I  want  to  be  connected  to 
other  people.'" 

Two  years  ago,  she  contacted  the  Ferdi- 
nand Benedictines.  When  she  visited  them, 
she  knew  she'd  found  her  future:  "You  know 
how  at  the  end  of  a  long  day  you  get  home, 
you  see  your  house,  your  driveway,  and  you 
feel  this  inner  peace?  You  relax  and  you  say, 


Tm  home,  this  is  the  best  place  ever!  That's 
exactly  what  I  feel  at  that  community. 

"There's  a  huge  range  of  ages  and  I  can 
talk  to  all  the  Sisters  and  I  learn  so  much 
from  them.  They  have  a  variety  of  ministries 
-  teachers,  social  workers,  a  veterinarian, 
Sisters  in  hospitals  and  parishes.  When  you 
go  for  the  Benedictine  Life  week  you  can 
follow  some  of  the  Sisters  'on  mission.'  They 
may  live  in  a  house;  they  pray  together  in  the 
morning,  go  to  their  jobs,  then  reconnect  in 
the  evening." 

Larsen 's  formation  will  begin  with  classes  at 
St.  Meinrad  seminary,  and  will  last  three  to  six 
years.  "The  Community  has  been  so  welcom- 
ing," Larsen  says.  "So  many  of  the  Sisters 
have  sent  cards.  I  heard  that  when  my  com- 


Alex  Larsen 


mitment  and  acceptance  were  announced 
at  the  community  meeting,  there  was  loud 
applause  and  even  cheers.  I'm  very  happy.  I 
can't  wait  to  get  started!" 

Kathryn  Sharpe  says  that  for  years,  "I 
never  thought  of  religious  life."  The  adopted 
daughter  of  two  doctors,  she  grew  up  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  -  Alabama, 
Connecticut,  Illinois,  Tennessee.  "My  parents 
weren't  real  devout  Catholics,"  she  says,  "but 
my  mother  put  my  brother  and  me  in  Catholic 
boarding  school  when  we  were  teens,  and  we 
both  loved  it."  Her  brother  eventually  joined 
the  Franciscan  Friars  of  the  Renewal.  Sharpe 
pursued  a  degree  in  industrial  engineering, 
recently  completing  her  Ph.D.  in  marketing 
from  Duke  University. 

She  had  a  corporate  career  with  compa- 


nies like  Home  Depot,  and  several  long-term 
relationships.  "I  just  didn't  feel  like  God  wasn't 
calling  me  to  that,  though,"  she  says.  Some 
friends  suggested  religious  life,  but  Sharpe 
didn't  think  that  was  her  path,  either.  "I  thought 
if  God's  call  was  real,  it  would  be  like  getting 
hit  over  the  head  with  a  2x4.  But  you  have 
to  stay  still  enough  and  quiet  enough  to  hear 
Him."  After  a  third  relationship  ended,  Sharpe 
decided  to  take  a  break.  "I  thought,  'You  know, 
I  haven't  been  single  in  1 0  years.  I'm  going  to 
give  the  Lord  a  year!" 

Asked  how  she  decided  on  the  Poor 
Clares,  Sharpe  laughs.  "God  decided.  I  had 
been  investigating  a  Franciscan  community 
where  I  would  have  been  teaching  or  run- 
ning a  hospital,  exactly  my  skill  set.  But  then 
through  my  brother 
I  met  a  couple  of 
Poor  Clares  who 
were  starting  a  new 
foundation.  I  visited, 
and  when  I  came  back 
I  rededicated  myself  to 
discerning  God's  Will." 
Like  Alex  Larsen, 
Kathryn  Sharpe  radi- 
ates joy  as  she  speaks 
about  the  future.  "I 
finally  feel  like  I'm 
coming  home  and  do- 
ing what  God  created 
me  to  do.  All  my  life 
I've  been  doing  and 
fixing  and  jumping  in  to  solve  situations,  and 
now  I  see  how  much  He  loves  me  just  the 
way  I  am.  People  ask,  'How  can  you  do  this?' 
but  I'm  amazed,  and  so  grateful  that  He  would 
ask  this  of  me!  Before  I  go  to  Arizona  we're 
having  a  Mass  of  Thanksgiving,  and  it's  not  a 
sending  away  but  a  Mass  of  gratitude. 

"We  know  people  throughout  the  Diocese 
are  praying  for  vocations  but  they  don't 
always  know  what's  happening,  and  I  want 
them  to  know  that  I'm  the  beneficiary  of  those 
prayers!  And  also  the  people  who  are  praying 
for  life!  I  was  adopted,  and  recently  met  my 
birth  mother  and  learned  that  I  was  conceived 
in  a  rape  when  she  was  1  6  years  old.  Imag- 
ine! Only  God  could  take  a  rape  and  turn  that 
situation  into  a  contemplative  vocation.  That's 
the  triumph  of  the  Cross!" 


s:  September  26  St.  Wenceslaus,  martyr  September  28    Feast  of  St.  Michael,  St.  Gabriel  and  St.  Raphael,  archangels  September  29  |  St.  Jerome,  priest  and  doctor  of  the  Church  September  30 


Diocese  Sponsors  Parish 
Respect  Life  Conference 


P  P  A  Parish  Respect  Life  Conference, 
sponsored  by  the  Diocesan  Office  of  Re- 
spect Life,  Justice  and  Peace,  was  held  Aug. 
22  at  Saint  Mary,  Mother  of  the  Church  in 
Garner.  The  seminar  was  primarily  for  parish 
respect  life  leaders  and  committee  members 


and  parishioners  interested  in  respect  life 
and  social  ministry  activities. 

Father  Louis  Cannino,  OFM,  executive 
director  of  Saint  Francis  Prayer  Center  in 
Stoneville,  gave  the  keynote  address,  "The 
Sacredness  of  Life  in  the  Spirit  of  Saint 
Francis  of  Assisi." 

Mr.  Jim  Hynes,  formation  director  at  Saint 
Thomas  More  Church  in  Chapel  Hill,  spoke 
on  Dignitas  Personae  (The  Dignity  of  the 


Person)  and  included  Pope  Benedict  XVI's 
recent  encyclical  Carkas  in  Veritate  (Charity 
in  Truth).  Ms.  Melissa  DuCharme,  with  the 
Diocesan  Office  of  Respect  Life,  Justice 
and  Peace,  facilitated  a  session  on  "Best 
Practices  for  Respect  Life  Committees."  She 
offered  strategies  to  develop  an  annual  plan, 
recruit  and  maintain  volunteers  and  develop 
a  balanced  respect  life  ministry  at  the  parish 
level. 


Intern  in  Diocesan  Office: 
"Faith  Should  Change 
Your  Life" 

"Absolutely  life-changing"  is  the 
way  Sarah  Eby,  summer  intern  for  the 
Diocesan  Office  of  Evangelization  and 
Catechesis,  describes  her  recent  expe- 
rience in  Rome.  Earlier  this  year,  Eby, 
a  senior  at  Belmont  Abbey  College, 
completed  a  three-month  international 
leadership  semester  in  the  Eternal 
City.  The  recently  instituted  program, 
whose  tag  line  is  "Intensify  Your  Life!", 

is  sponsored  by  the  Legionaries  of  Christ.  It  brings  college  students  to 
Rome  for  leadership  coaching,  roundtable  discussions,  public  speaking 
workshops,  ministry  opportunities,  retreats  and  spiritual  direction. 

"It  was  much  more  of  a  spiritual  experience  than  just  an  academic 
one,"  Eby  says.  "I  came  out  of  that  program  so  proud  to  know  the  Truth, 
and  eager  to  bring  that  Truth  to  other  young  people."  Eby  is  majoring  in 
theology  at  Belmont,  and,  for  two  summers,  has  interned  at  the  Diocese 
with  a  focus  on  youth  and  young  adult  ministry.  A  native  of  Pittsburgh, 
she  came  to  Raleigh  with  her  family  at  the  beginning  of  high  school,  and 
found  a  vibrant  youth  program  in  her  new  Diocese.  Today,  the  license 
plate  on  her  car  reads  "SERCH  1 41 ,"  a  reference  to  a  weekend  youth 
retreat  she  still  sees  as  a  turning  point  in  her  faith  journey. 

At  Belmont,  missionaries  from  the  Fellowship  of  Catholic  University 
Students  (FOCUS)  conduct  a  wealth  of  social,  spiritual  and  service 
activities  for  students.  They  emphasize  meeting  young  men  and 
women  "where  they  are."  Even  on  a  Catholic  campus,  many  of  the 
youth  are  swayed  by  secular  values.  Eby  endorses  the  FOCUS  ap- 
proach. "But  you  can't  stay  where  they  are,"  she  explains.  'Jesus  met 
the  fisherman  in  their  workplace,  but  He  called  them  to  leave  that  place 
behind  and  follow  Him." 

In  her  work  with  youth  and  young  adults,  Eby's  goal  is  to  help  them 
"own  their  faith  and  to  be  authentically  Catholic  and  to  help  them  un- 
derstand what  they  say  they  believe.  Our  faith  and  our  relationship  with 
God  supports  our  entire  life.  It's  not  the  section  of  carrots  next  to  the 
meatloaf  and  potatoes,  it's  the  plate  on  which  everything  else  rests."  She 
acknowledges  that  this  can  be  a  difficult  task.  "Owning  all  of  your  faith  is 
so  hard  in  today's  society,"  she  says.  "And  it  has  to  start  with  the  youth 
minister.  If  he  or  she  doesn't  understand  the  need  for  this  ministry  to  be 
truly  life-changing,  then  they  can't  offer  what  youth  need  to  be  fully  fed." 

One  part  of  successful  outreach  to  young  adults  is  a  willingness  in 
parishes  to  utilize  their  enthusiasm  by  offering  opportunities  for  involve- 
ment, Eby  says.  When  college  students  come  home  for  the  summer, 
many  are  eager  to  reconnect  with  their  friends  from  youth  ministry 
days  and  to  continue  to  be  a  part  of  that  ministry  in  their  home  parish, 
perhaps  as  mentors  and  models. 

Looking  at  her  own  future,  Eby  sees  numerous  possibilities 
-  graduate  study,  full-time  ministry,  missionary  work  -  but  she  has 
complete  confidence  in  God's  plan  for  her.  "No  matter  where  a 
person  is  tomorrow,"  she  says,  "if  they  have  a  good  foundation  in 
Christ-centered  leadership,  then  their  relationship  with  God  will 
underlie  everything  they  do." 


Elon  Catholic  Students  Get 
New  Catholic  Newman  Center 

Catholic  Campus  Ministry  students  at  Elon  University  will  have  a 
new  home  when  classes  begin  for  the  2009- 1 0  school  year.  Through 
a  collaborative  agreement  between  the  university  and  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh,  the  Holland  House,  a  4,000-square-foot  building,  will  become 
the  home  of  the  new  Catholic  Newman  Center  on  the  campus.  The 
house  once  served  as  the  official  home  of  two  Elon  presidents. 

"We  appreciate  the  generous  financial  support  of  a  few  major  donors 
who  provided  transformative  gifts  to  make  this  a  reality,"  said  Bishop 
Michael  F.  Burbidge.  "Catholic  Campus  Ministry  at  Elon  pledges  to  use 
this  new  facility  to  enhance  and  support  the  spiritual  lives  of  students, 
faculty  and  staff  at  Elon." 

The  center  will  provide  students  with  a  library  and  meeting  space 
and  a  place  to  hold  weekly  programs  and  dinners.  "It  will  be  a  place 
students  can  call  home,"  said  Father  Gary  Waterman,  OFM,  Conv.,  di- 
rector of  the  Elon  Campus  Ministry  program.  "It  will  also  help  establish 
our  identity  and  nourish  our  faith  community,  which  is  so  important  as 
an  undergrad  on  campus." 

Father  Robert  Benko,  OFM,  Conv,  dean  of  the  Piedmont  Deanery 
and  pastor  of  Blessed  Sacrament  Church  in  Burlington,  said  the  new 
Catholic  facility  demonstrates  the  growth  of  Catholicism  in  the  South. 
"It's  a  testament  of  how  the  faith  is  taking  root,"  Father  Benko  said.  "We 
so  often  hear  that  our  young  people  are  not  that  involved  in  their  faith. 
The  response  and  the  participation  we  are  seeing  at  Elon  College  sug- 
gests otherwise." 

Twenty-two  percent  of  Elon  students  are  Catholic.  Approximately 
1 80  students  are  regular  participants  in  Catholic  Campus  Ministry 
programs. 

The  house  is  undergoing  renovation,  after  being  moved  a  half  mile 
from  its  original  location  to  land  adjacent  to  Holt  Chapel  on  south 
campus.  In  addition  to  the  library  and  social  activities  space,  the  facility 
includes  living  quarters  for  three  Catholic  students  and  a  newly  hired 
peer  ministry  coordinator.  Students  interested  in  living  in  the  Holland 
House  should  contact  Brian  O'Shea,  assistant  to  Vice  President  Jack- 
son, at  boshea@elon.edu. 
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October  Gala 

Crucial  in  the  Crusade  for  Life 


One  morning  outside  a  Raleigh 
abortion  facility,  a  family  with 
two  young  boys  unloaded  from 
a  taxi.  The  mother  was  crying. 
When  several  pro-life  witnesses  approached 
and  asked  if  they  could  help,  the  story  came 
out:  The  family  was  in  the  country  illegally,  the 
father  had  a  low-paying  job  and  they  sim- 
ply could  not  afford  a  third  child.  They  were 
Hindu  and  valued  life,  yet,  without  substantial 
help,  abortion  seemed  the  only  option. 

Their  baby  girl  -  the  one  destined  that  morning  for  death  -  is 
now  an  eight-year-old.  The  family  calls  her  a  blessing  from  God. 

It  took  the  teamwork  of  several  pro-life  organizations  to  trans- 
form the  parents  from  their  ready-to-abort  stance  to  one  in  which 
they  cherish  their  child.  Birthchoice,  a  Raleigh  medical  clinic  that 
serves  women  across  the  state  and  beyond, 
performed  a  pregnancy  test  and  counseled 
the  family  about  its  options.  When  it  became 
evident  that  the  family  did  not  want  the  abor- 
tion, Birthchoice  pledged  to  help.  Volunteers 
took  the  family  to  Catholic  Parish  Outreach 
for  groceries;  within  a  week,  volunteers  from 
the  Gabriel  Project  had  outifitted  the  family's 
barren  apartment  with  furniture,  donated  toys 
for  the  children,  arranged  for  the  mother's  pre- 
natal medical  care  and  helped  the  father  find  a 
better  job.  Someone  even  donated  a  car. 

This  story  and  the  dozens  of  similar  ones 
illustrate  how  the  pro-life  organizations  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  work  together  to  care  for 
mothers  and  babies  and  often  entire  families. 
Beyond  a  dedication  to  upholding  life,  they 
share  another  commonality:  They  could  not 
operate  without  funds  from  the  annual  Benefit 
for  Life  Gala,  which  is  scheduled  this  year 
for  Oct.  9  at  North  Ridge  Country  Club  in 
Raleigh. 

The  gala  raises  funds  for  four  groups:  Birthchoice;  the  parish- 
based  Gabriel  Project  that  is  supported  by  Birthchoice  and  that 
mentors  mothers-to-be  and  provides  necessary  baby  items  and 
support;  Project  Rachel,  a  post-abortion  healing  retreat  and  sup- 
port group;  and  Family  Honor,  a  national  Catholic  nonprofit  that 
supports  parents  in  raising  virtuous  children. 

The  gala's  formal  sit  down  dinner  will  feature  Bishop  Burbidge 
as  a  guest  of  honor.  The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Deirdre  Mc- 
Quade,  Assistant  Director  for  Policy  and  Communications  for  the 
Pro-Life  Secretariat  of  the  United  States  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  (USCCB).  There  will  also  be  a  silent  auction  and  prog- 
ress reports  from  the  program  directors.  Organizers  expect  about 
500  attendees. 

It  costs  $270  per  day  to  operate  Birthchoice.  Last  year,  the 


team  of  30  volunteers,  a  medical  director,  a  nurse  manager  and 
a  sonographer  served  41  6  women  by  administering  pregnancy 
tests  and  limited  ultrasounds  to  determine  gestational  age  and 
counseling  pregnant  women  about  their  situations  and  options,  in- 
cluding the  facts  of  abortion.  Of  the  1  49  abortion-minded  women 
who  came  to  the  clinic,  62  elected  to  save  their  babies  after  view- 
ing their  ultrasounds. 

The  Gabriel  Project,  which  is  supported  by  Birthchoice,  helps 
women  both  during  and  after  pregnancy.  The  "Angels"  on  the  par- 
ish-based teams  provide  transportation  to  doctors'  appointments, 
meals,  mentoring,  housing  and  items  for  the  baby  and  mother. 
They  also  help  negotiate  with  Social  Services,  secure  job  training 
and  arrange  baptisms.  Some  remain  in  touch  with  the  mothers 
long  after  the  birth.  Carol  Lee  and  Susan  Bobo  are  co-coordi- 
nators of  the  Gabriel  Project  at  St.  Raphael  Church  in  Raleigh. 
Last  year,  they  assisted  1  75  women  who  were  referred  to  them 
through  Birthchoice  and  a  program  at  Wake  Medical  Center. 

The  women  who  choose  abortion  are  not  forgotten,  either. 
Project  Rachel  holds  two  retreats  yearly,  with  support  groups 
leading  up  to  the  retreat  for  first-time  participants.  These  weekend 
retreats  are  for  both  men  and  women  and  include  breakout 
groups  where  participants  share  their  stories,  reconciliation,  expo- 
sition of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  a  memorial  service  and  a  Mass 
of  Resurrection.  Letters  written  to  the  unborn  children  are  buried 
at  the  memorial  garden  at  Saints  Cyril  and 
Methodius  Church  in  Cary  beneath  its  monu- 
ment to  the  unborn.  Donated  funds  also  help 
Project  Rachel  contribute  to  the  groundskee- 
ping  of  the  garden. 

Donations  also  help  provide  training  for 
volunteers  and  to  maintain  Yellow  Pages 
advertising,  support  telephone  counsel- 
ing, produce  and  distribute  brochures  and 
materials,  and  to  sponsor  clients  wishing  to 
attend  a  retreat.  Some  funds  are  also  used  to 
subsidize  counseling  for  those  in  need. 

The  final  recipient  of  Benefit  for  Life  Gala 
funds  is  the  local  affiliate  of  Family  Honor, 
Inc.,  a  national  Catholic  nonprofit  that  con- 
nects parents  and  teenagers  on  important  life 
values,  especially  chastity  and  the  truth  and 
meaning  of  God's  gift  of  sexuality.  Estab- 
lished in  2007,  the  local  group  of  volunteers 
travels  to  parishes  and  gives  two  presenta- 
tions held  one  week  apart.  Donations  fund  the 
presentation  stipends  and  expenses,  provide 
teaching  training  tuition  and  pay  for  the  annual  affiliate  fee  and 
program  promotion. 

"As  chairperson  of  the  planning  committee  for  the  BFL  Gala 
for  the  third  consecutive  year,"  said  Deb  Oronzio,  "I  remain  in 
awe  of  the  dedication  and  generosity  of  the  people  who  attend  the 
Gala  and  contribute  generously  to  support  these  organizations. 
As  an  active  volunteer  for  Project  Rachel,  I  can  personally  attest 
to  the  transformational  healing  that  our  participants  experience 
-  it  is  worth  its  weight  in  gold!  All  of  these  organizations  depend 
on  the  generosity  of  donors  to  keep  their  doors  open  serving  our 
Catholic  call  to  honor  the  sanctity  of  human  life.  We  encourage 
those  who  have  not  attended  the  gala  to  join  us  this  year.  You  will 
be  transformed  as  you  learn  of  the  good  works  that  these  organi- 
zations provide  for  the  citizens  of  North  Carolina."  -  Dana  Lorelle 


To  receive  more  information  about  the  gala,  e-mail  bflgala@gmail.com  or  call  Ms.  Oronzio  at  91 9.280.5228. 


What  Should  We  Do  with  the 
Frozen  Embryos? 


hen  I  give  talks 
on  stem-cell 
research  or  in 
vitro  fertilization, 
people  invariably  ask,  "What  should  be 
done  with  all  the  frozen  embryos?"  It  is 
usually  asked  with  a  sense  of  urgency,  even 
desperation,  as  they  reflect  on  the  fate 
of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  human 
embryos  cryopreserved  in  liquid  nitrogen 
at  fertility  clinics.  The  simple  answer  is  that 
ethically  there  is  very  little  we  can  do  with 
the  frozen  embryos  except  to  keep  them 
frozen  for  the  foreseeable  future.  No  other 
morally  acceptable  options  seem  to  exist. 


The  question  of  what  to  do  with  the 
frozen  embryos,  I  sometimes  remind  my 
audiences,  is  no,t  in  fact,  the  most  pressing 
question  we  face.  A  much  more  urgent  issue 
is  how  to  stop  the  relentless  manufacture  and 
freezing  of  new  embryos  occurring  each  day, 
with  clockwork-like  regularity, 
in  every  major  city  in  the 
United  States. 

The  infertility  industry  has 
become  an  embryo  mass- 
production  line,  with  virtually 
no  legal  oversight  or  national 
regulation.  Catering  to 
strong  parental  desires,  it  is  a 
multibillion-dollar  business 
aptly  described  as  the  "wild 
west  of  infertility."  To  start  to 
bring  this  into  check,  strong 
laws  and  regulations  like 
those  found  in  Germany  and 
Italy  are  urgently  needed. 
In  those  countries,  no  more 
than  three  embryos  may  be 
produced  for  each  infertility  treatment,  and 
all  three  must  be  implanted  into  their  mother. 
Extra  embryos  may  not  be  produced  or  frozen; 
as  a  result,  there  are  essentially  no  frozen 
embryos  stored  in  German  and  Italian  fertility 
clinics. 


e 

This  month  with 
Father  Tad  Pacholczyk 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctor- 
ate in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the 
director  of  educa- 
tion at  the  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

(www.ncbcenter.org) 


A  much  more  urgent 
issue  is  how  to  stop 
the  relentless  manu- 
facturing and  freez- 
ing of  new  embryos 

which  is  occurring 
each  day,  with 
clockwork-like 
regularity,  in  ev- 
ery major  city  in 
the  United  States. 


For  those  embryos  that  do  end  up  abandoned 
in  liquid  nitrogen,  the  question  often 
arises:  Would  it  be  morally  permissible  to  give 
them  up  for  "embryo  adoption,"  whereby  other 
couples  could  implant,  gestate  and  raise  them 
as  if  they  were  their  own  children? 

There  is  ongoing  debate  among 
reputable  Catholic  theologians  about  this 
matter;  technically,  it  remains  an  open 
question.  A  recent  Vatican  document, 
Dignitas  Personae,  expressed  serious  moral 
reservations  about  the  approach,  without, 
however,  explicitly  condemning  it  as 
immoral.  But  we  can  easily  see  reasons  why 
the  promotion  of  embryo  adoption  would 
be  imprudent.  If  embryo  adoption  were  to 
become  standard  practice  in  the  current,  largely 
unregulated  climate  of  the  infertility  industry, 
this  could  actually  stimulate  the  production 
of  yet  more  embryos;  IVF  clinic  operators 
would  be  able  to  placate  themselves  by  saying, 
"We  really  don't  need  to 
worry  about  producing  extra 
embryos,  because  there  will 
always  be  somebody  willing  to 
adopt  any  that  are  left  over." 
It  could  offer  the  clinics  an 
excuse  to  continue  and  even 
expand  their  current  immoral 
practices. 

Some  have  suggested 
that  a  morally  acceptable 
solution  to  the  frozen  embryo 
problem  might  come  through 
applying  the  principle  that 
"extraordinary"  means  do 
not  have  to  be  undertaken 
to  prolong  human  life. 
They  argue  that  to  sustain 
an  embryos  life  in  a  cryogenic  state  is  to  use 
extraordinary  means  and  this  is  not  required. 

In  fact,  however,  the  decision  to  continue 
cryopreserving  an  embryo  in  liquid  nitrogen  is 
probably  not  an  instance  of  using  extraordinary 
means,  since  the  burden  and  costs  involved  in 
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No  Greater  Love 


taking  care  of  embryonic  children  in  this  way 
are  actually  minimal.  When  we  have  children, 
we  have  a  duty  to  clothe,  feed,  care  for  and 
educate  them,  all  of  which  costs  plenty  of 
money.  When  our  children  are  frozen,  we  don't 
need  to  clothe,  feed  or  educate  them;  our  care 
for  them  can  only  be  expressed  by  paying  the 
bill  each  month  to  replenish  the  liquid  nitrogen 
in  their  storage  tanks.  This  way  of  caring  for 
our  children  is  obviously  unusual,  but  it  does 
not  seem  morally  extraordinary  in  terms  of 
achieving  the  desired  end  of  safeguarding  their 
physical  integrity. 

In  my  opinion,  parents  have  an  obligation  to 
care  for  their  children  in  this  way  until  some 
other  option  becomes  available  in  the  future 
(maybe  a  sophisticated  "embryo  incubator"  or 
"artificial  womb"  of  some  kind),  or  until  there 
is  a  reasonable  certainty  that  they  have  died 
on  their  own  from  decay  or  "freezer  burn," 
which  may  occur  whenever  frozen  embryos 
are  stored  for  extended  periods.  Perhaps  after 
a  few  hundred  years,  all  the  stored  embryos 
would  have  died  on  their  own,  and  they  could 
finally  be  thawed  and  given  a  decent  burial 
This  approach  would  not  involve  us  in  the 
direct  moral  agency  of  ending  their  lives  by 
withdrawing  their  life-sustaining  liquid 
nitrogen. 

Frozen  embryos,  clearly,  can 
never  be  donated  to  science.  Such  a 
decision  would  amount  to  handing 
over  not  cadavers,  but  living  human 
beings,  for  dismemberment  at  the 
hands  of  stem-cell  researchers.  This 
would  always  be  a  radical  failure  in 
the  parents'  duty  to  protect  and  care 
for  their  offspring. 

These  considerations  indicate  the 
difficulty  of  answering  the  question 
about  the  disposition  of  frozen  human 
embryos.  We  are  reminded  how  sinful 
choices  have  consequences,  and  how 
the  original  decision  to  violate  the  moral 
law  by  doing  IVF  invariably  has  grievous 
repercussions,  including  the  kinds  of 
quandaries  considered  here,  for  which  no 
moral  resolution  is  apparent. 

Send  your  questions  to: 
"Since  you  asked ..." 

7 1 5  Nazareth  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 

Or:  reece@raldioc.org 


o  one  has  greater  love  than  this, 
that  one  lay  down  ones  life  for 
ones  friends"  uohn  i5:n) 
These  words  of  Jesus  in  Johns 
Gospel  were  easy  to  remember  as  1  spoke  with  Col.  Mike 
Thomas  and  his  family,  the  subjects  of  this  months  cover 
story.  At  one  point,  I  asked  Mike  to  name  someone  he 
considered  a  hero.  He  was  momentarily  overcome  with 
emotion.  After  a  moment  he  answered,  "I  guess  I'd  just 
say  'the  American  soldier.'"  Recently  returned  from  de- 
ployment in  Iraq,  Mike  has  seen,  firsthand,  men  and 
^      women  laying  down  their  lives  -  and  sometimes 
losing  them  -  so  that  others  can  be  safe. 

Reflecting  on  their  sacrifices,  though,  I  wondered  how  often 
I've  seen  ordinary  people,  in  less  dramatic  fashion,  laying  down 
their  lives  for  their  loved  ones:  workers  for  their  families, 
Hfek    parents  for  their  children,  grown  children  for  their  par- 
ents. Priests,  vowed  religious,  teachers,  lay  ministers. 
Perhaps  a  good  question  for  prayer  is  this:  "For  whom 
am  I  laying  down  my  life?" 

It's  easy  to  see  this  love  in  the  many  pro-life  efforts 
in  our  Diocese,  some  of  which  you  can  read  about  on 
p.  31,  and  especially  in  the  selfless  love  of  women 
who  choose  life  for  their  unborn  children  despite  the 
most  difficult  circumstances.  I  learned  of  an  amaz- 
ing example  of  this  kind  of  love,  and  what  God  can 
do  with  it,  while  interviewing  Kathryn  Sharpe,  one 
of  two  women  from  our  Diocese  who  are  entering 
religious  life  this  year.  (Their  story  is  on  p.  15.) 

Kathryn,  33,  was  adopted  as  a  baby.  Recently,  after 
deciding  to  enter  the  Poor  Clares  of  Perpetual  Adoration, 
she  researched  her  adoption  records  and  initiated  contact 
with  her  birth  mother.  It  was  a  happy  reunion,  but  Kathryn 
learned  some  stunning  information.  She  had  been  conceived  when 
her  mother  was  16  as  a  result  of  rape.  "Only  God,"  she  marveled, 
"could  turn  this  tragedy  into  a  contemplative  vocation."  Only  God, 
and  a  teenager  who  was  willing  to  lay  down  her  life  for  another. 

Thank  you  for  all  the  positive  feedback  on  our  last  issue, 
which  initiated  our  coverage  of  the  Year  for  Priests.  This  cover- 
age will  continue,  and,  by  year's  end,  I  guarantee  you  will  know 

your  priests  better.  -  Richard  Reece  is  Editor  of  NC  Catholics. 


You  can  write  me  at  715  Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC 
27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 


ave  you  ever  stopped  to  consider  questions 
such  as,  Who  are  we?  Why  were  we  created? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  suffering  and  death? 
JHL   JLm  How  is  the  Church,  a  seemingly  ancient  in- 
stitution, relevant  to  modern  history?  Many  things  in  the 
world  clamor  for  our  attention.  But  sometimes,  perhaps 
while  walking  in  the  woods  or  standing  on  a  mountain 
peak,  gazing  in  awe  at  the  tiny  fingers  of  a  newborn  baby 
or  comforting  a  loved  one,  these  questions  may  surface 
from  the  depths  of  the  soul. 


The  fourth  pillar  document  of  Vatican 
II,  Gaudium  et  Spes,  seeks  to  answer  the 
fundamental  questions  which  occupy 
the  human  heart.  Lumen  Gentium  pro- 
claimed to  the  world  who  the  Church 
is;  Gaudium  et  Spes  goes  further  by 
declaring  how  she  interacts  with  the 
world  and  humanity.  This  beautiful,  rich 
document  is  both  doctrinal  and  pastoral, 


as  it  restates  fundamentals  and  seeks  to 
emphasize  them  in  todays  context.  In 
light  of  the  confusion  wrought  over  the 
last  several  centuries,  it  is  a  particularly 
appropriate  reminder  of  who  we  are 
in  the  light  of  eternity,  and  a  beautiful 
statement  of  the  Church's  relevance  in 
modem  society. 
The  fundamental  message  of  the 


-  Sr.  Maria  Faustina  Showalter,  O.P,  Sr.  John  Mary  Corbett,  O.P,  Sr.  Maria  Gemma  Martek,  O.P., 

and  Sr.  Elizabeth  Ann  O'Reilly,  O  R,  are  Dominican  Sisters  of  Mary,  Mother  of  the  Eucharist,  Ann  Arbor 


first  part  of  Gaudium  et  Spes  is  that  our 
dignity  is  rooted  in  our  creation  in  the 
image  and  likeness  of  God.  (cf.  Gn  1:26) 
We  were  created  for  God,  to  live  in 
community  with  other  human  beings, 
to  be  a  steward  of  created  things,  and 
ultimately  to  come  to  eternal  life  in  the 
loving  union  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  We  are 
both  material  body  and  immortal  soul, 
and  thus  find  the  source  of  our  being 
and  our  ultimate  end  in  God,  although 
we  dwell  on  earth  in  the  material  plane. 
God  has  inscribed  His  law  on  our  hearts, 
and  has  given  us  the  precious  gift  of  free 
will,  for  it  is  only  in  freedom  that  we  can 
turn  toward  what  is  good. 

No  matter  how  advanced  technol- 
ogy becomes,  we  can  put  off  death,  but 
can  never  fully  avoid  it.  This  knowledge 
haunts  us,  and  we  run  from  it.  For  this 
reason,  atheism  is  an  insidious  injustice, 
robbing  us  of  our  desire  for  eternity  by 
convincing  us  that  this  life  and  world 
are  all  there  is,  squelching  the  hope  for 
eternal  union  with  God. 

Only  by  being  baptized  into  Christ 
Jesus,  who  frees  us  from  death  and  wins 


NC  Catholics  "|  2  September  2009  |  www.DioceseofRaleigh.org  |  www.NCCatholics.org 


Let  s  talk  about... ATHEISM 


•  Gaudium  et  Spes  seeks  to  engage 
us  in  dialogue  about  atheism.  Atheism 
simply  means  the  denial  of  God.  As 
Gaudium  et  Spes  points  out,  atheism  can 
take  many  forms,  from  the  suburbanite 
who  is  focused  only 
on  material  success 
and  who  lives  as  if 
God  did  not  exist, 
to  the  systematic  ex- 
pressions of  atheism 
professed  by  some 
totalitarian  forms  of 
government. 

While  atheism  can 
be  a  willful  decision, 
it  can  also  be  caused 
by  the  bad  example 
of  believers  who  give  a  false  image  of 
God  and  religion,  or  by  ignorance,  or 
as  a  reaction  to  the  presence  of  evil  in 
the  world.  Atheistic  systems  of  govern- 
ment seek  to  make  this  world  an  end 
in  itself,  and  maintain  that  belief  in 
God  is  a  limit  to  human  freedom  and 


dignity.  Still  others  argue  that  belief  in  a 
future  life  causes  people  to  neglect  the 
concerns  of  this  world. 

What  is  the  Church's  answer  to  these 
claims  put  forth  by  the  world?  The 
Church  professes  that  belief  in  God  is  in 
no  way  hostile  to  human  dignity,  since 
that  dignity  lies  pre- 
cisely in  the  fact  that 
we  have  been  made 
by  God  to  share  in 
His  own  divine  life 
of  self-giving  love. 
Belief  in  heaven 
does  not  distract  us 
from  our  duties  on 
earth;  in  fact,  current 
events  suggest  the 
greatest  abuses  to 
human  dignity  arise 
when  there  is  no  hope  for  an  afterlife. 
Without  God,  the  human  person  and 
human  life  remain  an  "unsolved  puz- 
zle." (Gaudium  et  Spes,  n.21)  It  is  only 
in  Jesus  Christ,  light  of  the  world,  that 
the  meaning  of  our  lives  and  our  calling 
to  share  in  the  divine  life  is  made  clear. 


Prayer  of 
Saint  Augustine 


You  are  great,  O  Lord,  and  greatly 
to  be  praised:  great  is  your  power  and 
to  your  wisdom  there  is  no  limit.  And 
man,  who  is  a  part  of  your  creation, 
wishes 
to  praise 
you,  man 
who  bears 
within 
himself  his 
mortality, 
who  bears 
within 
himself 
testimony 
to  his 
sin  and 

testimony  that  you  resist  the  proud. 
Yet  man,  this  part  of  your  creation, 
wishes  to  praise  you.  You  arouse  him 
to  take  joy  in  praising  you  for  you  have 
made  us  for  yourself,  and  our  heart  is 
restless  until  it  rests  in  you. 

-  cf.  Confessions,  Book  I,  1  (CCC  30) 


eternal  life  for  us  by  His  passion,  death 
and  resurrection,  can  we  find  our  eternal 
dwelling  place.  Jesus  is  the  fulfillment  of 
God's  loving  promise  to  send  us  a  Savior, 
made  when  Adam  and  Eve's  sin  brought 
death  and  destruction  to  the  human 
race  -  it  is  Christ  who  fully  reveals  us  to 
ourselves  and  brings  to  light  our  most 
high  calling.  This  is  the  basis  for  the 
majority  of  Pope  John  Paul  Us  writings 
-  the  "wheels  of  the  pope -mobile,"  so 
to  speak.  Christ's  self-emptying,  by  be- 
coming human  and  dying  for  us  on  the 
cross,  purchases  for  us  eternal  life  and 
reconciles  us  to  our  loving  and  merciful 
Father.  By  being  conformed  to  the  image 
of  the  Son  who  is  the  firstborn  of  many 
brothers  (cf.  Rom  8:29),  a  Christian  receives 
the  "first  fruits  of  the  Spirit"  (cf.  Rom  8  23) 
by  which  he  or  she  may  fulfill  the  new 

law  of  love.  (cf.  Rom  8: 1 -ll) 

The  meaning  of  our  reclaimed  dignity 
in  Jesus  Christ  is  that  we  can  live  in 
community  with  others,  as  we  were 
designed  to  do  from  the  very  beginning, 
embodying  the  fulfillment  of  the  law  by 
loving  our  neighbors  as  ourselves,  (cf.  1  jn 


4:20)  Baptized  into  the  mystical  body  of 
Christ,  the  Church,  we  enjoy  the  com- 
munion and  solidarity  of  all  the  faithful. 
Because  of  our  dignity  in  being  created 
for  God,  we  can  discover  our  true  selves 
only  in  a  sincere  giving  of  self.  Jesus  is 
the  perfect  model  of  the  total  gift  of  self, 
in  that  He  became  a  man  and  offered 
Himself  as  the  innocent  victim  for 
our  redemption. 

We  are  by  nature  social 
creatures,  and  were  not  made 
to  be  solitary  entities  unto 
ourselves.  We  work  out  our 
salvation  as  baptized  mem- 
bers of  the  mystical  body 
of  Christ  in  unity  with 
others  -  one  sin  affects  the 
whole  mystical  body,  as  one 
virtuous  act  builds  up  the 
Church.  Because  of  the  sub- 
lime dignity  of  each  human 
person,  we  must  build  a 
society  in  which  human  life 
is  protected  and  cherished, 
where  neighbors  render 
mutual  assistance,  love 


and  pray  for  one  another  -  including 
enemies,  and  work  to  achieve  a  just  and 
equitable  social  order.  This  solidarity  of 
humanity  must  be  increased  constantly 
until  it  is  brought  to  fulfillment;  on  that 
day,  saved  by  grace,  we  shall  offer  perfect 
glory  to  God  as  the  family  beloved  of 
God  and  of  Christ  our  brother. 


saint    of    the  month 


The  Flying  Saint 

Saint  Joseph  of  Cupertino 


El  Santo  Volador 

San  Jose  de  Cupertino 


Feast  day:  Sept.  1 8 

Patron  saint:  of  air  travelers,  aviation,  astronauts,  people  with  men- 
tal handicaps,  test  takers  and  students. 
Canonized:  1 767 

Meaning  of  the  name:  derived  from  the  Hebrew  name  Yosef, 
meaning  he  will  add. 


Claim  to  fame:  At  the  age  of  1 7,  he  applied 
to  the  Capuchins  and  was  accepted  as  a  lay 
brother,  but  he  experienced  continual  ecsta- 
sies that  made  him  unfit  for  work,  so  he 
was  dismissed.  He  did  not  lose  hope.  He 
continued  to  pray  and  finally  obtained  per- 
mission to  work  in  the  stable  as  an  oblate 
at  the  Franciscan  convent  near  Cupertino. 
His  personality  changed.  He  became 
humble  and  obedient,  and  he  loved  to  do 
penance.  Three  years  later,  in  1 628,  he  was 
ordained  a  Franciscan  priest. 


Why  he  is  a  saint:  Saint  Joseph  was  a  mystic.  His 
life  was  a  long  succession  of  visions  and  other  heavenly  favors. 
Anything  that  in  any  way  made  a  reference  to  God  or  holy  things 
would  bring  on  an  ecstatic  state.  Frequently  he  would  be  raised  from 
his  feet  and  remain  suspended  in  the  air. 

Best  quotation:  "When  a  man  trains  himself  to  acts  of  virtue,  it 
is  with  the  help  of  grace  from  God  from  whom  all  good  things  come 
that  he  does  this.  The  will  is  what  man  has  as  his  unique  possession." 

How  he  died:  He  died  from  a  fever  on  Sept.  1 8,  1 663. 


fiction? 


Catholics  do  not  need  to  go  to  Sunday 
Mass  if  they  are  good  persons  who  try  to 
live  charitable  lives. 

fact  or  fiction? 

Here  are  the  facts: 

The  catechism  is  clear  on  this  point:  "On  Sun- 
days and  other  holy  days  of  obligation,  the  faithful 
are  bound  to  participate  in  the  Mass"  (2i80).  In  fact,  the  catechism 
indicates  that  unless  one  is  excused  for  a  serious  reason  (illness, 
the  care  of  an  infant)  or  dispensed  by  one's  pastor,  he  or  she 
commits  a  grave  sin  by  not  fulfilling  this  obligation  (ccc  21 81). 

The  foundation  of  the  Church's  teaching  on  the  obligation  to 
attend  the  Sunday  celebration  of  the  Eucharist  is  the  moral  corn- 


Fiesta:  1 8  de  septiembre 

Patron:  de  los  viajeros  aereos,  aviation,  astronautas,  personas 
con  incapacidades  mentales,  personas  que  toman  examenes  y 
estudiantes. 
Canonizado:  1 767 

Significado  del  nombre:  derivado  del  nombre  hebreo  Yosef,  que 
significa  el  anadira. 


Es  conocido  por:  A  sus  1 7  anos,  solicito  ingresar  a 
los  Capuchinos  y  fue  aceptado  como  hermano  laico;  sin 
embargo,  pero  experimento  extasis  tan  continuos  que  lo 
hicieron  incapaz  de  trabajar  asi  que  lo  despidieron.  El 
no  perdio  las  esperanzas.  Continuo  orando  y  finalmente 
obtuvo  permiso  para  trabajar  en  el  establo  como  oblato 
en  el  convento  de  los  franciscanos  cerca  de  Cupertino. 
Su  personalidad  cambio.  Se  torno  humilde,  obediente  y 
hacia  constantemente  penitencias.  Tres  anos  mas  tarde, 
en  1 628,  fue  ordenado  como  sacerdote  franciscano. 


Por  que  es  un  santo:  San  Jose  fue  un  mistico.  Su  vida 
fue  una  larga  sucesion  de  visiones  y  otros  favores  celestiales.  Todo 
lo  que  de  alguna  manera  tenia  que  ver  con  Dios  o  cosas  sagradas 
lo  hacia  entrar  en  un  estado  de  extasis.  Con  frecuencia  se  elevaba  y 
se  mantenia  suspendido. 

Mejor  cita:  "Cuando  un  hombre  se  entrena  a  si  mismo  en 
los  actos  de  virtud,  es  con  la  ayuda  de  la  gracia  de  Dios  que  todas 
las  cosas  buenas  llegan  para  que  lo  haga.  La  voluntad  es  lo  que  el 
hombre  tiene  como  su  unica  posesion". 

Como  murio:  Murio  de  una  fiebre  el  1 8  de  septiembre  de 
1663. 


mandment  "inscribed  by  nature  in  the  human  heart  to  render  to 
God  an  outward,  visible,  public,  and  regular  worship"  as  a  sign  of 
God's  goodness  to  all.  (21 76) 

The  Sunday  Eucharist  is  indeed  the  heart  of  the  church's  life 
(2177);  the  celebration  of  the  paschal  mystery  —  Jesus'  life,  death 
and  resurrection  —  through  which  we  are  saved  and  participate 
in  the  very  life  of  God.  It  is  not  only  the  foundation  of  Christian 
practice,  it  is  the  confirmation  of  this  practice.  (2181) 

Participation  in  the  "communal  celebration  of  the  Sunday 
Eucharist  is  a  testimony  of  belonging  and  of  being  faithful  to 
Christ  and  his  church."  It  is  a  means  of  mutually  strengthening 
each  other  in  the  faith  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is 
the  affirmation  of  our  belief  in  God's  holiness  and  of  our  hope  of 
salvation.  (21 82) 

In  short,  Sunday  Mass  is  essential  to  what  it  means  to  be 
Catholic.  -  Doug  Culp 
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Voices     in     our  Church 


FT 


pastor's  perspective 


la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


St.  Peter  Claver,         iNecesitamos  estudiar 

slave  of  slaves  el  Catecismo? 


Among  the  Saints  honored  in 
September  is  Saint  Peter  Claver 
(1580-1654).  In  the  United 
States,  this  is  an  obligatory 
memorial.  Saint  Peter  Claver  was  from 
Catalonia  in  Spain.  He  became  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  popularly  known  as 
the  Jesuits,  and  served  in  the  Missions  of 
Colombia  for  38  years. 

Saint  Peter  Clavers  ministry  was  to  the  slaves  brought 
in  chains  from  Africa  to  work  in  Colombia.  He  dedicated 
himself  to  caring  for  them  in  Cartegena,  Colombia's  chief 
slave  port,  and  baptized  more  than  300,000  slaves.  He  called 
himself  "The  slave  of  slaves  forever."  The  Church  declared 
him  a  saint  in  1888,  and,  in  1896,  he  was  named  the  patron 
of  all  missions  to  black  people. 

In  the  United  States,  Saint  Peter  Claver  has  long  been  held  in 
esteem  by  African  Americans.  This  esteem  led  to  the  founding 
of  the  Knights  of  Saint  Peter  Claver  in  1909  in  Mobile,  Ala. 

Seven  men  founded  the  order:  four  priests  of  St.  Josephs 
Society  of  the  Sacred  Hean,  known  as  the  Josephites,  and 
three  African-American  laymen.  The  priests,  whose  order  was 
founded  for  evangelization  among  African  Americans,  included 
^^^^   Father  John  Harry  Dorsey  one  of  the  first 
JisS-      Hk  African-American  priests  in  modem  times, 
HL ,  Father  Conrad  Rebesher,  Father  Samuel  J. 

■    *        Kdl\  and  Father  |oM.-ph  1'  Van  Faar.  The  lay 
mm    founders  were  citizens  of  Mobile:  the  Hon- 
orable Frank  Collins,  the  Honorable  Gilbert 
Faustina  and  the  Honorable  Frank  Trenier. 
Three  years  ago,  the  Knights  became 
part  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  and  the 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  St.  Peter  Claver 
are  now  a  growing  group  within  the 
Diocese.  Race  is  not  a  criterion  for 
membership;  the  group  at  the  Cathe- 
dral, for  example,  is  composed  of  more 
than  African  Americans.  The  Council  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  meets  monthly. 
Part  of  their  work  is  to  "turn  out"  in 
proper  regalia  on  important  occasions 
in  the  Cathedral.  I  feel  especially  hon- 
ored that  the  Council  at  the  Cathedral 
is  named  "The  Monsignor  Thomas  R 
Hadden  Council." 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  P  Hadden 


Seguramente  creemos  que  ya 
no  hay  necesidad  de  estudiar, 
porque  ya  hemos  recibido  los 
sacramentos  de  iniciacion,  tal 
vez  creemos  que  sabemos  lo  suficiente, 
de  pronto  creemos  que  la  fe  es  algo  que 
no  se  puede  entender  o  que  no  tenemos 
tiempo  para  invertir  en  el  conocimiento 
de  nuestra  fe. 

Pero  para  vivir  la  fe,  hoy  mas  que  nunca,  necesitamos 
conocer  mejor  las  verdades  que  la  componen  y  la  forma 
como  debemos  vivirla  en  medio  de  nuestro  mundo 
diario. 

Pues  en  el  pasado  creiamos  que  teniamos  que  recibir 
los  sacramentos,  aprender  de  memoria  las  oraciones, 
rezar  el  rosario  e  ir  a  la  Misa.  Eso  era  suficiente  para  ser 
un  buen  cristiano. 

En  el  presente  nos  damos  cuenta  que  tenemos  otros 
retos;  especialmente  cuando  vivimos  en  medio  de 
tantos  credos  y  no  conocemos  el  nuestro.  Cuando  hay 
tantas  expresiones,  tantos  cultos  y  tantas  practicas  pero 
no  conocemos  ni  entendemos  nuestras  celebraciones. 
Cuando  cada  persona  y  cada  cultura  tiene  una  escala 
de  valores  diferente  y  nos  exige  a  cada  uno  tener 
nuestros  valores  deftnidos  y  practicarlos  de 
verdad.  Siempre  la  pregunta  es  ^Como  nos 
reconocemos  hoy  como  cristianos  catolicos? 

De  la  misma  manera  en  el  futuro  tendremos 
que  responder  a  la  misma  pregunta,  como 
ninos,  jovenes  y  como  adultos,  no  como 
definition  sino  con  nuestros  actos, 
nuestras  obras  y  nuestras  practicas 
religiosas.  Tendremos  que  responder  por 
nosotros,  por  nuestra  familia,  nuestra 
comunidad  y  con  el  mundo  entero. 

Por  eso  tenemos  que  responder 
al  reto  de  ver  el  "Catecismo  de  la 
Iglesia  Catolica"  como  un  regalo  que 
nos  brinda  las  verdades  de  nuestra 
religion,  para  vivirla  en  nuestro 
presente  y  poder  tener  en  el  futuro  el 
fortalecimiento  de  nuestra  fe,  de  nuestra 
comunidad  y  la  presencia  viva  del  Reino 
de  Dios  en  el  mundo.  Hagamos  tiempo 
para  estudiar  el  Catecismo  de  la  Iglesia 

Catolica.  -  Padre  Fernando  Torres 
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cover  story 


►►  "The  forms  and  tasks  of  life  are  many,  but  there  is  one  holiness,  which  is  cul- 
tivated by  all  who  are  led  by  God's  Spirit  ...  All,  however,  according  to  their  own  gifts 
and  duties  must  steadfastly  advance  along  the  way  of  a  living  faith,  which  arouses  hope  and 

works  through  love."  -  The  Second  Vatican  Council  (1964)  Dogmatic  Constitution  on  the  Church,  #41 


By  Rich  Reece  \  Photography  by  Denmark  Photo  &  Video 


cover  story 


Tolstoy  famously  wrote,  "All  happy  families  are  alike." 
That  may  not  be  true  of  all  holy  families,  however. 
Each  family  faces  different  challenges,  circumstantial 
and  spiritual,  on  its  faith  journey.  What  holy  fami- 
lies seem  to  have  in  common  are  a  commitment  to  that  journey, 
a  conviction  that  God  will  sustain  them  in  every  part  of  it  and  a 
love  that  shines  beyond  their  own  household. 

Mike  and  Mary  Thomas  and  their  children,  Ashley,  16,  and 
Luke,  1 1,  are  a  happy  family  They  would  never  describe  them- 
selves as  holy  They  share  the  same  beliefs  and  goals  as  many 
Catholic  families  in  North  Carolina.  But  their  commitment  to 
those  beliefs  and  goals  is  something  you  can  see  -  and  the  love 
that  springs  from  their  faith  is  something  you  can  feel. 

The  Thomases  have  been  members  of  St.  Patrick  Parish  in 
Fayetteville  for  20  years.  Mike  is  a  full-time  Army  reservist,  a 
colonel  with  the  XVIII  Airborne  Corps,  recently  returned  from  a 
14-month  deployment  in  Iraq.  Mary  teaches  academically  gifted 
third-graders  in  the  nearby  elementary  school.  Both  children 
are  active  in  church  and  athletics.  Luke  is  an  altar  server  at  St. 


8  years  old,"  he  recalls,  "and 
he'd  send  these  three-inch 
reel-to-reel  tapes  so  we  could 
hear  his  voice.  I  remember 
actually  talking  back  to  the 
tapes."  By  the  '90s,  technol- 
ogy had  advanced  -  a  little. 
"Besides  letters,  we'd  ex- 
change cassettes,"  Mike  says, 
"and  I  think  that  communica- 
tion really  accelerated  our  relationship  and  helped  us  get  to 
know  each  other." 

By  the  time  of  his  recent  deployment,  staying  in  touch  was 
much  easier  but,  Mike  and  Mary  realized,  just  as  crucial.  "Most 
of  the  time,"  Mike  says,  "we  could  just  pick  up  the  phone,  or 
even  call  each  other's  cell  phones." 

Mary  phoned  as  often  as  she  could  and  every  day  sent  com- 
prehensive e-mails.  "Details  of  the  day,"  Mary  says,  "anything 
that  happened  with  Luke  or  Ashley  so  we  didn't  lose  what  was 
going  on  and  Mike  always  felt  a  part  of  what  was  happening 
here,  whether  it  was  church  or  something  with  the  children." 
Mike  has  saved  all  those  e-mails. 


Patrick's,  and  enjoys  basketball  and  golf.  Ashley,  through  St.  Pat- 
rick's youth  ministry,  recently  completed  a  stint  in  Homeworks, 
a  program  that  recruits  youth  to  rehab  homes  for  the  poor.  She's 
also  on  a  volleyball  team.  (In  fact,  when  the  family  was  photo- 
graphed for  NCC,  Ashley  was  away  at  a  teen  volleyball  camp.) 
The  whole  family  is  into  cycling;  Mike  leads  a  team  of  cyclists 
from  Fort  Bragg  and  Fayetteville  who  have  raised  thousands  of 
dollars  for  various  charitable  causes.  Asked  about  his  heroes, 
Luke  named  two:  his  dad  and  Lance  Armstrong. 

As  a  family,  the  Thomases  seem  to  have  it  all  together.  But  that 
closeness  hasn't  come  without  challenges.  For  most  of  the  last 
two  years,  they've  been  apart. 

Keeping  the  Faith  in  Iraq 

When  Mike  was  sent  to  Iraq  the  first  time,  in  1990,  he  was 
courting  a  young  Indiana  woman  he'd  only  just  met.  He'd 
learned  as  a  youngster  the  importance  for  a  soldier  of  staying 
in  touch  with  loved  ones.  "My  dad  was  in  Vietnam,  and  I  was 


Mike  e-mailed  extensively,  as  well,  and  sent  photos  of  activi- 
ties, comrades  and  examples  of  Iraqi  culture.  Mary  remembers 
one  photo  in  particular  of  some  Iraqi  children  playing  in  the 
street.  "That  was  in  Samarra,  where  the  golden  dome  of  the 
mosque  had  been  bombed,  and  the  Shiite-Sunni  tension  was 
really  high,"  Mike  explains.  "But  when  our  soldiers  were  walking 
through  the  streets,  these  kids  came  out  to  play  because  they  felt 
it  was  safe." 

Mike's  Catholic  faith,  which  had  always  been  strong,  was  a 
powerful  force  for  peace  and  solace  for  him  and  many  of  his 
colleagues  in  Iraq.  "I  saw  a  lot  of  Catholics  who  hadn't  been 
active  returning  to  church  and  attending  Mass  there,"  he  re- 
calls. At  one  point,  he  was  listed  on  an  e-mail  request  from  a 
St.  Patrick's  family  whose  child  was  going  on  a  search  retreat. 
They  asked  for  letters  of  spiritual  support  and  encouragement 
for  their  son.  "I  wrote,"  Mike  says  with  a  smile,  "and  hope- 
fully got  the  award  for  'letter  from  farthest  away'  But  I  said 
that  spiritual  faith  is  very  important  for  a  soldier,  especially  a 
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deployed  soldier,  in  finding  a  sense  of  peace." 

In  Baghdad,  Mike  worked  in  Victory  Base  Complex,  a  sprawl- 
ing administrative  center,  including  Saddam  Husseins  Al  Faw 
Palace.  There  were  three  Catholic  Masses  every  weekend  and 
sometimes  Mike  attended  all  of  them.  He  was  a  Reader,  Ex- 
traordinary Minister  of  Holy  Communion  and  -  he  laughs  here 
-  "unofficial  director  of  liturgy" 

There  were  some  70,000  people  in  the  area  of  the  complex, 
he  explains,  in  roughly  three  categories:  U.S./Coalition  forces, 
civilian  contractors  and  "third-country  nationals,  folks  typically 
from  the  Philippines,  Nepal  or  India,"  who  provided  personal  ser- 
vices, everything  from  laundry  to  haircuts,  and  worked  7  a.m.  to 
7  p.m.  seven  days  a  week.  "We  had  a  Mass  at  8  p.m.  on  Saturday 
evenings  especially  to  allow  those  workers  to  attend,"  Mike  says, 
"and  I  know  we  were  the  only  Church  community  that  did  that." 

The  Sunday  evening  Mass  was  actually  held  in  the  palace,  in 
a  space  that  was  normally  a  conference  room.  "This  was  where 
operational  war  planning  took  place,"  Mike  says.  "In  that  room 
had  sat  the  vice  president  of  the  U.S.,  the  Secretary  of  Defense, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  the  Iraqi  leadership  and 
the  senior-senior  military  leadership  of  all  the  troops  involved." 
Mass  was  held  there  especially  for  the  benefit  of  that  top  Army 
leadership,  a  surprising  number  of  whom,  Mike  explains,  are 
Catholic.  "And  when  that  room  became  sacred  space  for  45  min- 
utes a  week,"  Mike  says,  "I  couldn't  help  but  think  that  somehow 
that  Mass  might  permeate  the  atmosphere  for  the  rest  of  the 
week,  and  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  deliberations  that  went 
on  there." 

Keeping  the  Faith  at  Home 

During  Mikes  deployment,  Mary  treasured  the  support  of 
their  friends  at  church.  Every  week,  she  says,  people  would 
come  up  to  her  after  Mass  and  ask  how  Mike  was  doing  and 
reassure  her  of  their  prayers.  "I  was  so  aware  of  the  loving 
nature  of  our  parish,"  she  says.  St.  Patricks  has  a  significant 
number  of  military  families,  and  is  particularly  sensitive 
to  their  needs.  Each  week,  those  who  are  being  deployed 
or  re-deployed  are  asked  to  stand  and  receive  a  special 
blessing.  "It's  a  real  simple  gesture,"  Mike  says,  "but  it  really 
meant  a  lot  to  me." 

The  warmth  of  a  Catholic  community  is  some- 
thing Mary  experienced  before  she  was  Catholic. 
She  grew  up  Baptist  in  Indiana,  but  St.  Meinrad 
Seminary  was  nearby  and  there  was  a  large  Catho- 
lic presence  in  the  area.  "A  lot  of  my  friends  were 
Catholic,"  Mary  says,  "and  I  was  always  intrigued 
by  Catholicism.  My  first  year  of  teaching  was  in  a 
Catholic  school,  and  an  older  nun,  Sister  Bea,  took 
me  under  her  wing.  I  loved  that  sense  of  commu- 
nity, and  I  loved  the  Sisters.  I  really  think  that  was 
the  beginning  of  my  journey  into  the  Church." 

Ashley  also  found  faith  support  with  other 

Mike  Thomas:  "When  our  soldiers  were  walking 
through  the  streets  of  Samarra,  these  kids  came 
out  to  play  because  they  felt  it  was  safe." 


youth  from  her  parish  while  her  dad  was  away.  She  found 
the  recent  Homeworks  experience  especially  empower- 
ing. When  the  beneficiaries  of  the  project  expressed  their 
thanks,  Mary  says,  her  daughter  realized  that  teenagers 
really  could  make  a  difference  in  peoples  lives.  "I  think  she 
found  it  very  moving." 

Mike  and  Mary  are  strongly  aware  of  their  role  in  showing 
their  children  the  kind  of  lives  to  which  their  faith  calls  them. 
"Well  think  of  someone  while  we're  in  the  car  and  pray  for 
them.  We  read  Bible  stories,"  Mary  says.  "But  I  think  the  way 
that  we  live  our  lives  speaks  most  loudly" 

She  mentions  Mike's  cycling.  He  and  his  fellow  cyclists 
have  organized  many  rides  to  benefit  charities  such  as  the 
MS  Society,  the  Lance  Armstrong  Foundation  and  victims 
of  histiocytosis,  a  disease  that  took  the  life  of  a  young  St. 
Patrick's  parishioner.  Mike  has  also  gone  on  a  mission  trip 
with  Father  Pat  Keane  to  Santo  Domingo  de  Guzman  m 
El  Salvador,  and  Mike  and  Mary  have  been  talking  about 
taking  their  daughter  on  one  of  those  trips.  The  long  list  of 
the  couples  various  roles  at  St.  Patrick's  "probably  makes  us 
the  most  boring  family  in  the  Diocese,"  Mike  jokes.  Pastoral 
Council,  Stewardship  Committee,  involving  military  fami- 
lies in  stewardship,  men's  spirituality  group. . .  Mary  was  for 
seven  years  involved  with  Nazareth  House  -  part  of  an  m- 
terfaith  hospitality  effort  of  several  churches  in  Fayetteville 
to  help  families  in  need  of  shelter,  food  and  employment. 
"The  message  for  our  children,  hopefully,"  Mary  says,  "is 
that  we  give  of  what  we  have  -  our  time,  talent  and  also  our 
treasure  -  to  those  who  are  in  need." 

On  the  back  of  Mike  Thomas's  business  card  is  this  quo- 
tation: "If  there  must  be  trouble,  let  it  be  in  my  day,  that  my 
child  may  know  peace." 

"Like  all  parents,"  Mike  says,  "we  want  our  kids'  lives  to 
be  better  than  ours.  I  never  forget  how  blessed  we  are  to 
live  in  this  country.  And  that's  important  to  me  on  both  a 
personal  and  professional  level." 

It's  clear,  though,  that  the  legacy  Mike  and  Mary  want  to  leave 
their  children  is  much  more  than  safety  It's  an  understanding  of 
the  Gospel,  and  a  loving  example  of  how  to  live  it. 


Year  for  Priests 


Fathers  Betti  and 
Mulroney  Attend 
YFP  Opening  in 
Rome 

►►  Two  priests  from  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  were  pres- 
ent in  St.  Peter's  Basilica  on 
June  1 9,  when  Pope  Benedict 
XVI  formally  opened  the  Year 
for  Priests.  Father  Joseph 
Mulroney,  Pastor  of  St.  Luke 
the  Evangelist  Parish  in  Raleigh, 
and  Father  Mark  Betti,  Pastor 
of  St.  Bernadette  Parish  in 
Fuquay-Varina,  were  in  a  line 
that  began  forming  in  the  piazza 
some  two  hours  before  the 
Friday  Vespers  service.  "It  was  a 
hot  day,"  Father  Betti  says,  "and 
most  of  us  in  line  were  priests 
and  religious,  all  in  habits. 

"They  let  us  in  about  an  hour 
before  the  service,"  Father  Betti 
recalled.  "There  was  reserved 
area  in  front  for  Cardinals  and 
Bishops,  and  after  we  had  gone 
through  the  metal  detectors 
we  sat  some  distance  back.  At 
some  point,  however,  an  usher 


came  forward  and  said  in  Ital- 
ian, 'Priests,  go  higher,'  so  we 
moved  up." 

Father  Betti  says  that  when 
the  Holy  Father  entered, 
everyone  stood  and  applauded: 
"He  turned  first  and  processed 
to  a  side  chapel  dedicated  to  St. 
John  Vianney,  where  he  vener- 
ated the  saint's  relics.  Then  the 
procession  went  up  the  main 
aisle  and  the  service  began. 
Father  Betti  is  of  Italian  extrac- 
tion, and  he  was  able  with  effort 
to  follow  the  Pope's  homily. 

"The  problem  was  that  he'd 
say  something  particularly 
striking  or  insightful,  and  while  I 
thought  about  it  I'd  miss  the  next 
thing,"  Father  Betti  says.  "What 
I  remember  most  is  when  he 
said,  "The  Church  needs  holy 
priests."  For  the  rest  of  the  trip, 
I  contemplated  those  words 
and  tried  to  think  about  ways 
I  could  be  more  holy.  When 
we  returned,  I  was  delighted  to 
open  Bishop  Burbidge's  letter 
on  the  Year  for  Priests,  in  which 
he  gave  us  six  suggestions  for 
renewing  our  spiritual  lives." 


From  Pope  Benedict's  Homily  on  the  Opening  of 
the  Year  for  Priests  :  "A  lovely  and  touching  saying  of 
[Saint  John  Vianney's]...  comes  immediately  to  mind:  'The 
Priesthood  is  the  love  of  the  heart  of  Jesus'  How  can  we  fail 
to  be  moved  when  we  recall  that  the  gift  of  our  priestly  minis- 
try flows  directly  from  this  heart?  How  can  we  forget  that  we 
priests  were  consecrated  to  serve,  humbly  yet  authoritatively, 
the  common  Priesthood  of  the  faithful?  Ours  is  a  mission 
which  is  indispensable  for  the  Church  and  for  the  world,  a 
mission  which  calls  for  complete  fidelity  to  Christ  and  con- 
stant union  with  Him.  To  abide  in  His  love  entails  constantly 
striving  for  holiness,  as  did  Saint  John  Mary  Vianney." 


Continued  from  page  2 


each  day  with  prayer  and  celebration  of 
the  Eucharist  and  ending  each  day  with 
prayer.  It's  finding  ways  to  serve,  to  build 
up  the  community,  to  continue  to  leam 
and  to  grow  in  your  relationship  with 


God,  and  taking  care  of  yourself  physi- 
cally, emotionally  and  spiritually.  Those 
things  can't  change  as  a  priest. 

Can  you  think  of  a  "best  day"  in 
your  years  as  a  priest?  Certainly 
you  never  forget  the  day  of  Ordination 


and  your  first  Mass.  Beyond  that. . .  My 
priesthood  has  really  been  a  continuous 
joy.  There  are  challenges  and  occasion- 
al setbacks,  but  there  has  been  so  much 
joy  in  the  last  25  years  that  a  specific 
day  doesn't  really  stand  out. 

How  can  the  laity  best  support 
our  priests?  Well,  during  this  Year 
for  Priests  we  are  asked  to  be  spiritu- 
ally renewed.  And  we  really  can't  do 
that  alone.  So  we  ask  the  laity  first  for 
their  prayers.  Pray  for  your  priests  and 
pastors  by  name!  And  encourage  them. 
Priests  need  to  hear  that  they  are  mak- 
ing a  difference,  and  when  we  hear  that, 
it  really  helps.  So  tell  the  priest  specifi- 
cally what  he  is  doing  that  makes  a  dif- 
ference to  you;  let  him  hear  that. 

Left:  Father  Michael  F.  Burbidge  and  Father 
Paul  C.  Brandt  on  the  day  of  their  Ordina- 
tion to  the  Priesthood,  May  1 9, 1 984. 
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Did  You  Know? 

Each  month,  priests  of  the  Diocese  will  answer  questions 
about  their  interests  and  activities,  in  an  effort  to  help  readers 
know  them  better.  You  can  find  more  of  these  facts  on  the  Dioc- 
esan Web  site,  www.dioceseofraleigh.org  by  clicking  on  the  Year 
for  Priests  icon  on  the  home  page. 

Father  Doug  Reed,  Pastor 
of  St.  Anne  Parish,  Edenton 

Who  is  your  favorite  saint?  St.  Francis 
of  Assisi. 

What  was  your  most  memorable 
spiritual  pilgrimage?  The  Worldwide 
Marriage  Encounter  (WWME)  commu- 
nity's pilgrimage  lo  Lourdes  and  Rome 
in  1 976.  Before  returning  to  the  U.S.,  I 
spent  a  week  in  Assisi  getting  closer  to  St. 
Francis. 

Who  was  the  greatest  influence  on 
your  vocation?  Another  priest.  He  was 
happy  with  his  vocation,  a  spiritual  man,  a 
caring  pastor,  excited  about  celebrating  lit- 
urgy for  the  people  -  and  a  good  teacher. 
Do  you  have  a  hobby  or  leisure  activity?  In  January  of  2008, 
I  made  the  decision  to  learn  how  to  oil  paint.  To  date  I  have  com- 
pleted seven  pictures,  including:  a  landscape  of  Montrose,  Pa.;  a 
lighthouse  at  Cape  Cod;  a  sailboat  on  Edenton  Bay;  a  self  portrait; 
a  basket  of  fruit;  a  portrait  of  my  grandniece;  and  an  amaryllis  in  a 
vase. 

What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do  you  cook  it  yourself?  My 

favorite  food  is  chicken  and  dumplings,  which  1  do  cook  myself.  I  like 
to  cook  and  bake. 


Favorite  sport?  Favorite  team?  I  lean  toward  football,  since 
I  played  football  in  high  school.  My  favorite  college  team  is  Syra- 
cuse University.  My  favorite  professional  team  is  the  Cleveland 
Browns,  a  family  tradition  dating  back  to  when  Jim  Brown  went 
from  Syracuse  University  to  the  Browns. 
Favorite  author  and/or  book?  My  favorite  book  is  "The 
Source"  by  James  Michener. 

Favorite  movie?  The  most  recent  "Star  Trek:  The  Beginnings." 

Music  you  enjoy/artist?  I  enjoy 
listening  to  George  Gershwin's  "Rhap- 
sody in  Blue"  and  "American  in  Paris"; 
anything  Barbra  Streisand;  Mantovani's 
String  Albums;  and  Mannheim  Steam- 
roller Christmas  albums. 
Any  fact  that  your  parishioners 
would  be  interested  in  knowing? 
When  I  was  in  college  in  the  '60s  I 
made  a  Cursillo,  a  spiritual  weekend 
which  taught  me  to  focus  on  prayer,  the 
spiritual  and  corporal  works  of  mercy, 
and  study  as  basic  to  my  spiritual  life. 

In  Theology,  my  favorite  subject 
was  Scripture.  My  seminary  professor 
was  not  the  most  dynamic  teacher,  but 
my  hunger  to  know  more  about  sacred 
Scripture  continues  even  today,  38  years  after  Ordination.  I  con- 
tinue to  prepare  fresh  homilies  every  week  from  several  different 
source  materials.  I  am  excited  by  the  Word  of  God.  It  is  a  living 
Word,  continually  new  and  applicable  to  our  daily  lives. 

I  have  been  involved  with  the  WWME  movement  since  1  973 
when  I  was  transferred  from  Bridgeport,  N.Y,  to  Burlington, 
Ontario,  Canada.  The  Marriage  Encounter  weekend  taught  me  as 
a  priest  to  have  a  deep  concern  for  my  relationship  to  God  and  to 
the  People  of  God  in  my  parish,  and  in  my  Diocese. 


Father  Ned  Shlesinger, 
Diocesan  Director  of  Vocations 

Who  is  your  favorite  saint?  The  Blessed  Mother  is  my 
favorite.  I  especially  admire  St.  Joseph,  St.  Therese  of 
Lisieux,  St.  Bernard  of  Clairvaux  (my  patron),  St.  Ignatius 
of  Loyola  and  St.  Francis  of  Assisi. 
What  was  your  most  memorable  spiritual  pilgrim- 
age? Every  retreat  that  I  have  made  has  been  a  spiritual 
pilgrimage.  As  far  as  a  site  -  Lourdes,  France. 
What  was  the  greatest  Influence  on  your  vocation 
as  a  priest?  The  example  of  my  parents. 
Do  you  have  a  hobby  or  favorite  leisure  activity?  I 
enjoy  hiking  and  sports  -  golf. 

What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do  you  cook  it  yourself? 

Steak  and  a  baked  potato  and  salad.  I  am  not  a  great  cook 
but  I  can  grill. 

Favorite  sport?  Favorite  team?  Football.  I  root  for  Vir- 
ginia Tech,  my  alma  mater,  and  the  Washington  Redskins 
Favorite  author  or  book?  Charles  Dickens,  A  Tale  of 
Two  Cities 

Favorite  movie?  Ben  Hur 

Music  you  enjoy?  All  kinds.  I  like  the  Beatles,  the  Eagles. 
Any  fact  that  our  readers  would  be  interested  in 
knowing?  I  was  a  pilot  in  the  Air  Force  before  I  was  a 
priest,  and  flew  C-1 30  Hercules  transports. 


Watch 

These  Pages! 


Throughout  the  Year  for 
Priests,  NC  Catholics  will 
publish  news  and  informa- 
tion on  parish  activities 
involving  the  Year,  and  on 
our  priests  themselves. 


In  addition,  a  special 
page  on  our  Diocesan  web 
site  will  feature  updates, 
event  announcements  and 
a  host  of  resources  for  the 
Year  for  Priests.  Just  go  to 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org 
and  click  on  the  Year  for 
Priests  icon. 


"cQue  Hacer  con  los  Embriones 

Congelados?" 


'*%  uando  doy  platicas  sobre 

m  la  investigation  con 

B  celulas  madre  o  sobre 

la  fertilization  in  vitro, 
invariablemente  la  gente  me  pregunta, 
"cQue  se  debe  hacer  con  todos  los  embriones 
congelados?".  Generalmente  la  pregunta  es  en 
sentido  urgente,  casi  desesperada,  reflexionando 
en  el  destino  de  los  cientos  de  miles  de  embriones 
humanos  crioconservados  en  nitrogeno  liquido  en 
clinicas  de  fenilidad.  La  respuesta  es  simplemente 
que  en  un  futuro  proximo  poco  podemos 
hacer  eticamente  con  estos  embriones,  excepto 
mantenerlos  congelados.  No  parece  haber  alguna 
otra  option  moralmente  aceptable. 


Que  hacer  con  los  embriones  congelados,  le 
recuerdo  a  mi  auditorio,  no  es  la  pregunta  mas  seria 
que  enfrentamos.  Mucho  mas  urgente  es  como 
detener  la  produccion  y  congelacion  de  embriones, 
realizada  diaria  y  sistematicamente,  con  la  regularidad 
de  un  horario  de  trabajo,  en  todas  las  ciudades  grandes 
de  Estados  Unidos. 

La  industria  de  la  infertilidad  se  ha  convertido 
en  una  linea  de  produccion  masiva  de  embriones, 
virtualmente  sin  supervision  legal  o  legislacion  a  nivel 
nacional.  Se  trata  de  un  negocio  de  muchos  billones 
de  dolares,  que  bien  ha  sido  descrita  como  "el  salvaje 
Oeste  de  la  infertilidad",  hecho  para  satisfacer  los 
fuertes  deseos  de  patemidad.  Para  empezar  a  poner 
freno  a  esto,  necesitamos  urgentemente  leyes  y  normas 
como  las  que  tienen  Alemania  e  Italia.  En  esos  paises 
no  se  pueden  producir  mas  de  tres  embriones  en  cada 
tratamiento  de  infertilidad,  y  estos  tres  embriones 
tienen  que  ser  implantados  en  su  madre.  No  se 
permite  producir  o  congelar  embriones  adicionales; 
resultado  de  esto  es  que  en  las  clinicas  de  fertilidad  de 
Alemania  e  Italia  practicamente  no  existen  embriones 
almacenados. 

Respecto  a  los  embriones  que  terminan 
abandonados  en  nitrogeno  liquido,  frecuentemente 
surge  esta  pregunta:  cSeria  moralmente  permisible 
darlos  en  adopcion  a  otras  parejas  para  implantaros, 
gestarlos  y  criaros  como  hijos  propios? 

El  debate  sobre  este  asunto  continua  entre  teologos 
catolicos  de  recta  formacion,  y  tecnicamente  el  tema 
sigue  abierto.  Un  reciente  documento  vaticano, 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cacibn  en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duction: Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


Dignitas  Personae  (Dignidad  de  la  Persona),  manifesto 
serias  reservas  morales  sobre  esta  aproximacion, 
aunque  sin  condenarla  explicitamente  como 
inmoral.  Pero  es  facil  ver  algunas  razones  por  las 
que  seria  imprudente  promover  la  adopcion  de 
embriones.  En  el  clima  actual  que  prevalece  en  la 
industria  de  la  fertilidad,  donde  predornina  una 
enorme  ausencia  de  reglamentacion,  si  la  adopcion 
de  embriones  se  convirtiese  en  una  practica  estandar, 
lo  que  se  estimularia  en  realidad  seria  la  produccion 
de  mas  embriones;  los  encargados  de  las  clinicas 
de  fertilizacion  in  vitro  estarian  mas  a  sus  anchas 
pensando:  "No  tenemos  de  que  preocupamos  si 
producimos  embriones  adicionales  pues  siempre  habra 
alguien  dispuesto  a  adoptar  los  sobrantes".  Esto  daria 
a  las  clinicas  un  pretexto  mas  para  continuar,  e  incluso 
expandir,  sus  actuales  practicas  inmorales. 

Hay  quienes  sugieren  que  quiza  una  solucion 
moralmente  aceptable  para  el  problema  de  los 
embriones  congelados  podria  estar  en  la  aplicacion 
del  principio  de  que  no  es  obligado  recurrir  a  medios 
"extraordinarios"  para  prolongar  la  vida  humana. 
Sostienen  que  mantener  la  vida  de  un  embrion  en 
estado  criogenico  es  usar  un  medio  extraordinario  y 
que  no  hay  obligacion  de  hacerlo. 

Sin  embargo,  de  hecho,  la  decision  de  continuar 
crioconservando  un  embrion  en  nitrogeno  liquido 
quiza  no  sea  recurrir  a  medios  extraordinarios,  ya 
que  la  carga  y  los  costos  que  implica  el  cuidar  de 
esta  manera  a  los  bebes  en  embrion  son  minimos. 
Cuando  tenemos  hijos,  tenemos  el  deber  de  vestirlos, 
alimentarlos,  cuidarlos  y  educarlos,  todo  lo  cual 
cuesta  mucho  dinero.  Cuando  nuestros  hijos  estan 
congelados,  no  hay  necesidad  de  vestirlos,  alimentarlos 
o  educarlos;  cuidamos  de  ellos  unicamente  pagando 
el  recibo  mensual  para  reabastecer  el  nitrogeno  liquido 
en  los  tanques  de  almacenamiento.  Esta  forma  de 
cuidar  a  nuestros  bebes  es  obviamente  inusual,  pero 
no  parece  moralmente  extraordinaria  en  terminos  de 
hacer  posible  el  fin  de  salvaguardar  su  integridad  fisica. 

En  mi  opinion,  los  padres  estan  obligados  a  cuidar 
a  sus  hijos  de  esta  forma  hasta  que  se  tenga  otra 
opcion  en  el  futuro  (quiza  una  sofisticada  "incubadora 
de  embriones"  o  un  "utero  artificial"  o  algo  asi),  o 
hasta  que  tengamos  una  certeza  razonable  de  que 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


Celebrando  25  anos  del 


V 


Monsenor  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
celebrara  el  1 0  de  septiem- 
bre,  la  Santa  Misa  en  con- 
bi  memoracion  de  los  25  anos 
de  su  ordenacion  al  sacerdocio  en  1 984 
en  la  Archidiocesis  de  Filadelfia,  en  la  Iglesia 
Catolica  St.  Michael  Archangel  en  Cary.  To- 
dos  los  fieles  estan  cordialmente  invitados  y 
la  revista  NC  Catholics  tuvo  la  oportunidad 
de  entrevistar  al  Obispo  Burbidge  sobre  lo 
que  ha  sido  su  sacerdocio. 

Obispo,  ccuando  consider©  el  sacer- 
docio? -Antes  de  terminar  la  secundaria; 
nosotros  fuimos  muy  bendecidos  en  esa 
escuela.  Imaginate,  contabamos  con  30 
sacerdotes  diocesanos  en  la  facultad. 
Todos  los  dias  interactuaba  con  sacerdotes 
diocesanos  muy  fraternales  quienes  eran 
excelentes  testigos,  y  a  quien  admiraba 
muchisimo. 

dCuantos  sacerdotes  estaban  en  su 
clase  de  ordenacion? 

-Unos  ocho  y  una  de  las  clases  mas 
pequena  de  ordenacion  en  la  Archidiocesis 
de  Filadelfia  en  1 00  anos;  pero  siempre 
deciamos  que  se  trataba  de  calidad  y  no  de 
cantidad. 

cConsidera  que  los  sacerdotes  de  hoy 
en  dia  enfrentan  mas  desafios  que 
los  de  1 984?  Ciertamente  pienso  que  la 
sociedad  secular  tiene  mas  voz  hoy  en  dia  y 
pero  las  distracciones  son  mas  numerosas 
a  la  hora  de  proclamar  el  Evangelic  El  rom- 
pimiento  de  la  vida  familiar  y  del  amor  mat- 
rimonial, el  incremento  del  relativismo  moral 


-esto  hace  que  el  trabajo  de  los  sacerdotes 
sea  mas  desafiante-  hace  veinticinco  anos 
se  apreciaba  mucho  mas  apoyo  al  mensaje 
del  Evangelio  por  parte  de  las  familias,  las 
escuelas,  y  del  mundo  del  espectaculo. 

Cuando  se  unio  al  sacerdocio,  £fue 
una  causa  de  alegna  en  su  familia? 

-Absolutamente.  Cuando  decide  formar 
parte  del  sacerdocio,  recibi  apoyo  incondi- 
cional  por  mi  decision.  Hoy  en  dia,  es 
comiin  que  lo  padres  de  familia  y  las  amist- 
ades  rechacen  en  su  totalidad  la  idea,  -dpor 
que  estas  hacienda  esto?-  Por  esa  razon, 
algunas  veces  le  comento  a  nuestros 
seminaristas  que  para  mi  en  ese  sentido 
fue  mas  facil  en  comparacion  a  ellos,  y  me 
causa  gran  admiration  que  puedan  decir  si 
aun  sin  contar  con  el  apoyo  que  yo  tuve. 

Obispo,  parece  ser  que  desde  el 
comienzo  de  su  sacerdocio  solo  ha 
realizado  asignaciones  administrati- 
vas  y  de  liderazgo  -nunca  le  asign- 
aron  una  parroquia  -  pero  le  asign- 
aron  una  Diocesis,  y  sin  embargo  en 
su  papel  de  Obispo  siempre  ha  sido 
muy  pastoral.  -En  mi  opinion,  el  corazon 
de  todo  sacerdote  reside  en  su  tarea  de 
parroco,  de  lider  espiritual  y  de  pastor.  Eso 
es  lo  que  te  atrae  al  seminario  y  nunca  lo 
pierdes,  incluso  cuando  tienes  que  asumir 
otras  responsabilidades.  Mi  mayor  felicidad 
es  estar  con  el  pueblo  de  Dios  y  realizar  el 
trabajo  unico  del  sacerdote  como  lo  es  la 
celebration  de  la  Santa  Misa,  promulgar  el 
Evangelio,  escuchar  confesiones,  y  visitar  a 
los  enfermos. 


Muchas  de 

estas  responsabilidades  fueron  toda 
una  sorpresa.  -Si,  de  hecho,  estos  25 
anos  han  sido  puras  sorpresas.  En  realidad 
mi  anhelo  es  ser  padre  en  una  parroquia  o 
parroco,  incluso  hoy  en  dia  me  arrepiento 
de  no  haber  tenido  esa  oportunidad.  Tam- 
poco  pense  ser  maestro  de  secundaria, 
rector  de  seminario,  secretario  de  Carde- 
nal,  y  mucho  menos  Obispo,  pero  el  Senor 
te  da  la  gracia  para  realizar  todo  lo  que  te 
encomiende. 

cOue  le  aconseja  a  los  sacerdotes  re- 
cien  ordenados?  -Les  diria  que  siempre 
sea  conciente  del  ritmo  de  vida  inculcado 
en  el  seminario,  6a  cual  ritmo  me  refiero?- 
al  de  comenzar  cada  mahana  con  una 
oracion,  celebrar  la  Eucaristia,  y  terminar 
el  dia  igualmente  con  una  oracion;  ademas 
de  buscar  maneras  de  servir,  construir  la 
comunidad,  continuar  con  el  aprendizaje, 
mejorar  la  relation  con  Dios,  y  cuidarse  en 
el  aspecto  fisico,  espiritual  y  mental. 

<LDe  que  manera  pueden  apoyar  los 
fieles  a  nuestros  sacerdotes?  -Bueno, 
durante  este  aho  sacerdotal,  debemos 
renovar  nuestra  espiritualidad  y  no 
podemos  hacerlo  solos.  Por  esta  razon,  les 
pedimos  a  nuestros  fieles  por  sus  oracio- 
nes;  oren  por  sus  sacerdotes  y  parrocos 
por  su  nombre.  Los  sacerdotes  necesitan 
escuchar  que  estan  haciendo  la  diferencia, 
porque  en  cuanto  escuchamos  palabras 
alentadoras,  en  realidad  ayuda.  Asi  alienten 
a  sus  sacerdotes,  en  especial,  que  estan 
haciendo  la  diferencia  en  ustedes. 


han  fallecido  por  propio  deterioro  o  por  "quemadura  por 
congelamiento",  que  puede  presentarse  cuando  los  embriones 
permanecen  congelados  por  periodos  largos.  Quiza  despues  de 
algunos  cientos  de  anos  todos  los  embriones  congelados  habran 
fallecido,  y  podran  fAnalmente  ser  descongelados  y  recibir 
una  sepultura  digna.  Por  esta  via  no  nos  involucramos  en  la 
eleccion  directa  de  acabar  con  sus  vidas  retirandoles  el  nitrogeno 
liquido  que  los  mantiene  vivos. 

Sin  lugar  a  dudas,  los  embriones  congelados  nunca  deberan 
ser  donados  a  la  ciencia.  Tal  decision  signincaria  entregar,  no 
cadaveres,  sino  seres  humanos  vivos,  para  ser  desmembrados 


por  las  manos  de  cientificos  que  investigan  con  celulas  madre. 
Esto  seria  una  falta  rotunda  de  los  padres  en  cuanto  a  su  deber 
de  proteger  y  cuidar  a  sus  hijos. 

Estas  consideraciones  nos  hacen  ver  lo  diftcil  que  es 
contestar  la  pregunta  de  que  hacer  con  los  embriones  humanos 
congelados.  Nos  recuerdan  tambien  que  las  decisiones 
pecaminosas  tienen  consecuencias,  y  que  la  decision 
primera  de  violar  la  ley  moral  recurriendo  a  la  fertilization 
in  vitro  invariablemente  trae  consecuencias  graves,  como  los 
predicamentos  aqui  considerados,  y  para  los  cuales  parece  no 
existir  solution  moral. 


el    hispano  Catolico 


Tres  sacerdotes,  tres  caminos,  un  mismo  destino: 

aceptar  la  voluntad  de  Dios 


Hombres  que 
dicen  a  diario 


I  ri  /      -  r 

P-L,  J  ^ 


En  su  discurso  del  mes  de  marzo,  nuestro  Papa  Benedicto  XVI,  anuncio  el  Ano 
Sacerdotal  a  partir  del  19  de  junio,  para  establecer  la  necesidad  que  tienen 
todos  los  sacerdotes  de  saber  que  "a  traves  de  su  propia  humanidad. . .  el 
le  brinda  al  mundo  otro,  Dios."  Para  nadie  es  sorpresa  que  hablar  con  los 
sacerdotes  acerca  de  sus  vidas  y  de  sus  vocaciones,  es  aprender  sobre  Dios:  el  misterio 
de  Su  Voluntad  y  la  bendicion  que  el  derrama  sobre  aquellos  que  luchan  en  el  proceso 
de  discernimiento  y  en  los  que  la  aceptan.  Los  origenes  y  las  experiencias  vividas  por 
los  tres  sacerdotes  entrevistados  por  NCC  son  diferentes  al  igual  que  sus  personalidades, 
pero  los  tres  comparten  algo  en  comun:  aman  y  confian  plenamente  en  el  Senor. 
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«u*  En  1928,  Padre  Paul  Byron  nos  cuenta  que  a  los  siete  anos 
de  edad,  le  anuncio  a  su  familia  catolica  de  origen  irlandes,  que 
seria  sacerdote.  La  noticia  fue  muy  bien  recibida  y  -la  Iglesia  se 
convirtid  el  centro  de  nuestras  vidas,  al  igaal  que  nuestra  comunidad 
y  no  recuerdo  haber  conocido  a  ningun  protestante  hasta  que  cumpli 
14  ahos.  -comento.  Su  tiofue  sacerdote,  y  ademds  sentia  una  gran 
admiration  por  su  pdrroco  que  como  nos  cuenta  -era  un  hombre  de 
mucha  sabiduria,  determination,  y  burn  estudiante  de  la  liturgia. 

Sin  embargo,  el  camino  del  j oven  hacia  al  sacerdocio  dio  un 
vuelco  inesperado.  Despues  de  un  ano  en  un  seminario  muy 
estricto,  el  j  oven  acumulo  suficientes  demeritos  por  haber 
cometido  una  leve  infraction  durante  su  entrenamiento;  en  su 
mayoria  por  hablar  durante  el  tiempo  de  silencio  obligatorio  por 
lo  cual  termino  suspendido.  Su  familia  acudio  a  la  chancilleria 
para  solicitar  su  transferencia  a  otro  seminario,  pero  sus 
conexiones  no  fueron  suficientes  para  persuadir  al  Obispo  de 
turno. 

Sin  embargo,  su  parroco,  acudio  al  rescate.  Su  amigo, 
Monsenor  Eugene  J.  McGuinnes,  Obispo  de  Raleigh  en  aquel 
entonces,  acepto  al  joven  y  realizo  los  arreglos  necesarios  para 
reanudar  su  entrenamiento  en  el  seminario.  -tiempo  despues  me 
entere  que  mi  pdrroco  le  entrego  un  cheque  personal  por  $10,000 
a  la  mision  de  Carolina  del  Norte.  Entonces  termini  en  la  Diocesis 
de  Raleigh,  la  cual  no  se  paretia  en  nada  al  concepto  de  Iglesia 
Catolica  que  tenia  en  mente.  -Era  mas  dijerente  de  lo  que  esperaba, 
y  la  manera  en  que  llegue  hasta  alldjue  algo  gratiosa.  -recordo 
sonriente.  -Me  senti  como  si  verdaderamentejue  la  Voluntad 
de  Dios.  Padre  Byron  comenzo  su  sacerdocio  en  Delco,  en  el 
apostolado  del  Obispo  Vincent  Waters,  recorriendo  largos 
caminos,  tocando  de  puerta  en  puerta,  con  la  finalidad  de 
convertir  a  cada  residente  de  Carolina  del  Norte  al  catolicismo. 
Su  primera  parroquia  fue  en  Asheboro,  "Setenta  y  dos  almas 


en  tres  condados"  seguido 
por  Morehead  City,  Durham 
y  Charlotte,  en  donde  fue 
el  primer  parroco  de  la 
parroquia  de  St  Gabriel. 
-Todavia  tengo  amistades  alii,  y 
tuve  la  oportunidad  de  predicar 
en  el  50°  aniversario  en  una 
iglesia  que  no  existia  en  mis 
tiempos. 

Jamas  dudo  ni  por  un 
momento  que  el  sacerdocio 
era  para  el,  aunque  tiempo 
despues  se  dio  cuenta  la  gran 
satisfaction  que  le  traeria  su 
vocation.  -Cuando  era  joven, 
gran  parte  de  mi  motivation 
se  debio  a  mi  devotion. 
Siempre  quise  ser  el  que 
estaba  frente  al  altar,  haciendo 
lo  que  solo  los  sacerdotes 
podian  hacer.  Aun  me  causa 
emotion  formar  parte  de  la 
liturgia  y  de  la  vida  sacramental  del  pueblo.  Tiempo  despues 
comence  a  disfrutar  la  tarea  de  ser  parroco,  y  el  guia  espiritual 
del  pueblo.  En  1960,  mi  amigo  sacerdote  Charlie  Mulholland 
me  recomendo  que  participara  mas  en  los  programas  de  paz 
y  justicia  social.  Padre  Byron  tambien  comento  que  el  primer 
Cursillo  en  Carolina  del  Norte,  fue  un  movimiento  de  tremendo 
triunfo  espiritual.  -En  el  primer  Cursillo  recuerdo  que  imntamos  a 
un  grupo  de  Baltimore,  y  uno  de  sus  miembros  era  el  joven  Monsenor 
E  Joseph  Gossman. 

Despues  de  63  anos  de  su  ordenacion,  Padre  Byron  sigue  en 
busqueda  de  lo  inesperado,  de  las  vueltas  que  da  la  vida,  porque 
-siempre  supe  que  Dios  me  daria  la  fuerza  puesto 

c#Un  ano  despues  de  su  ordenacion,  Padre  Romen  Acero  sirve 
actualmente  en  la  Iglesia  de  St.  Thomas  More  en  Chapel  Hill. 
-Estoy  mas  feliz  que  nunca  en  mi  vida  -comenta.  Su  camino  al 
sacerdocio  tampoco  fue  nada  facil,  pero  lo  llevo  a  apreciar  con 
fervor  la  Providencia  de  Dios. 

En  Bogota,  Colombia  -a  los  14  anos  de  edad  supe  que  Dios 
me  hizo  el  llamado  al  sacerdocio.  Siempre  jue  monaguillo,  y  estuve 
involucrado  en  el  grupo  panvquialy  siempre  me  llamo  la  atention 
el  ministerio  de  los  sacerdotes  y  de  las  hermanas.  -comento.  Su 
familia,  de  escasos  recursos  economicos,  siempre  le  brindo  todo 
su  apoyo;  pero  en  vez  de  ingresar  al  seminario,  se  convirtio 
en  maestro  de  una  secundaria  catolica,  ensenando  gramatica 
del  castellano,  filosofia,  y  education  religiosa  por  un  periodo 
de  nueve  anos.  -En  todo  ese  tiempo,  siempre  quise  ser  sacerdote, 
y  auque  disfrutaba  mucho  ser  docente,  mejrustraba  saber  que  el 
sacerdocio  no  era  lo  que  Dios  tenia  planeado  para  mi 

En  una  reunion  en  Bogota,  el  maestro  conociO  al  Padre 
Fernando  Torres,  un  sacerdote  oriundo  de  Colombia  el  cual 
servia  en  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh.  -Me  invito  a  insaibirme  en  el 
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hispano  Catol 

i  c  o 

programa  de  vocationes  en  Raleigh  y  no  lo  podia  creer  -agrego. 

-A  menudo  vivo  momentos  de  gratia,  -continuo.  Un 
descubrimiento  para  el  j  oven  sacerdote  fue  el  ministerio  de 
los  enfermos.  Por  esta  razon,  siempre  esta  de  guardia  para 
cumplir  con  las  necesidades  de  los  pacientes  del  hospital  de  la 
Universidad  de  Carolina  del  Norte,  (NC-Chapel  Hill) 

-Comence  a  pensar:  icomo  puedo  ayudar  a  estas  personas?, 
porque  elhs  son  los  que  me  dan  jortaleza.  jEs  una  experiencia 
inertible!  Una  simple  llamada  puede  cambiar  el  curso  del  dia,  ademds 
de  traer  bendiciones  inesperadas.  Nunca  se  lo  que  sucederd,  pero 
siempre  estoy  seguro  que  sentire  la  Gratia  de  Dios,  y  al  final  del  dia 
termino  diciendo  "gratias,  Dios  mio" 

Padre  Acero  asegura  que  -su  ministerio  se  trata  de  decirle  al 
pueblo  lo  mucho  que  Dios  los  ama,  y  se  los  puedo  detir  por  conviction 
propia  porque  siento  Su  amor  a  diario.  Como  sacerdote  se  esfuerza 
en  "entender  el  contexto  actual  de  las  necesidades  del  pueblo" 
a  la  vez  de  "conectar  la  proclamation  de  Jesus  con  los  sucesos 
del  mundo.  Su  Palabra  puede  responder  las  incognitas  sobre  la 
existencia  de  la  humanidad" 


verdaderamente  a  Jesus  y  \yo  tambien  quiero  ser  como  el!  -expresd. 

El  joven  luego  les  suplico  a  sus  padres  que  lo  dejaran  formar 
parte  de  los  Pasionistas  en  cuanto  culminara  octavo  grado, 
pero  su  padre  quiso  que  terminara  la  secundaria  primero.  Sin 
embargo,  una  noche  escucho  a  su  madre  hablar  con  su  padre  en 
la  habitation  -no  quiero  que  se  vaya  -comento  la  madre  -pero  sigo 
pensando  sobre  Jesus  en  el  templo  cuando  dip  "iNo  sabian  que  tengo 
que  estar  en  la  casa  de  mi  Padre?"  En  seguida  el  joven  de  12  anos 
comenzo  su  noviciado  y  fue  ordenado  en  1972. 

-Me  uni  a  los  Pasionistas  porque  queria  una  vida  enjocada  en  la 
oration  y  en  la  reflexion  -comento  Jamas  se  decepciono,  y  al  pasar 
de  los  anos  lo  invitaron  a  predicar  en  retiros,  vocaciones  directas, 
a  dirigir  a  estudiantes  pasionistas,  y  servir  de  director  de  un 
monasterio.  -Dcspues  de37  anos  de  sacerdocio,  nunca  digo  que  no  a 
nada.  Decidi  que  no  necesito  considerar  cualquicr  cosa  que  me  pidan 
porque  lo  tomo  como  la  Voluntad  de  Dios. 

Aceptar  el  cargo  de  sacerdote  parroquial  fue  muy  dificil. 
-Al  llegar  a  St.  Peter,  jui  directo  a  la  capillay  me  arrodxlle  Jrente  al 
Sagrado  Sacramento  y  llore.  Ore  por  dos  boras  y  le  dije  a  Jesus  "Tu 
me  enviaste  aqui,  y  aqui  estoy,  aunque  sea  por  el  resto  de  mi  vida. 
Hare  esto  de  corazon. 

Doce  anos  despues,  descubrio  que  le  encanta  el  ministerio 
parroquial.  De  hecho,  tiene  una  lista  con  los  nombres  de  todos 
los  bebes  que  ha  bautizado,  para  continuar  orando  por  ellos.  -En 
mis  primeros  26  anos  de  sacerdote,  bautxce  a  21  bebes,  pero  desde  que 
soy  pdrroco,  he  bautizado  a  unos  500. 

Padre  Kerber  fue  enfatico  al  decir  que:  -el  sacerdocio  no  es  un 
trabajo,  es  una  relation  con  una  persona  y  esa  persona  es  Jesus.  El  es 
mi  corazon,  el  centro  de  todo.  El  es  la  razon  por  la  que  soy  sacerote. 
En  37  anos,  el  Padre  Kerber  ha  celebrado  la  Santa  Misa  todos 
los  dias  menos  uno,  debido  a  una  cirugia  de  emergencia.  Su 
consejo  para  todos  los  hombres  que  contemplan  la  vocation  al 
sacerdocio  es  -piensen  en  la  necesidad  de  Cristo  primero  ante  de  la 
de  ustedes,  y  centren  su  vida  en  la  Eucaristia. 


Padre  Justin  Kerber,  CP,  irradia  de  alegria  cuando  habla 
de  su  parroquia  y  de  su  ministerio.  Sin  embargo,  hace  12 
anos  atras,  cuando  lo  asignaron  a  la  parroquia  de  St  Peter  en 
Greenville,  lloro. 


Padre  Kerber  no  recuerda  que  en  ningun  momento  dudo 
de  su  vocation.  -Nunca  pense  en  otra  cosa  -comenta.  Cuando 
pequeno  en  Nueva  Jersey,  asistio  a  un  retiro  y  conocid  al  Padre 
Michael  Anthony. 

-Recuerdo  que  llegue  bien  tempranoy  me  pidid  que  hablara  con 
el.  Luego  me  mostro  su  breviario,  y  me  explico  el  significado  de  cada 
una  de  las  fechas:  "esta  es  lajecha  cuando  mis  padres  Jallecieron. 
Esta  es  lajecha  de  mi  viaje  a  China. . .  "y  luego  me  canto  cuando  lo 
encarcelaron  por  tinco  anosy  lo  torturaron,  ademds  de  presentiar  que 
algunos  de  sus  Jeligreses  se  convirtieron  en  mdrtires.  En  ese  momento 
pense  "eso  suena  como  a  la  antigua  iglesia"  Este  hombre  debe  amor 
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Padre  Justin  Kerber 


marriage  matters 


Her  mom 
needs  to  go  to 
a  nursing  home 


he  says 


Jim  says:  Gina's  mother  came 
to  live  with  us  a  couple  of  years 
f       ago.  At  first,  everything  was 
fine,  but  now  Mom  is  losing  her  mental  faculties 
and  doesn't  even  know  where  she  is  most  of  the 
time.  She's  wandered  out  of  the  house  before,  and  I'm 
afraid  she's  going  to  injure  herself.  She's  also  become 
extremely  irritable  and  loud  -  the  kids  don't  even  want 
to  be  in  the  house  on  weekends  anymore.  I  think  it's 
time  she  went  to  a  facility  where  she  can  get  more  care. 

I  can  take  care  of 
Mom  in  our  home 


she  says 


Gina  says:  This  is  my  mother 
we're  talking  about!  She  took  care 
"  T'      of  me  when  I  was  little  and  needed 
her;  now,  it's  my  turn.  I  think  Jim  is  just  inconve- 
nienced by  having  someone  around  who  needs  care 
-  he  seems  to  think  life  is  all  about  fun  on  the  week- 
ends. I  am  not  putting  my  mother  in  some  home  -  I 
can  take  care  of  her  myself.  And  frankly,  I  think  it  does 
the  kids  good  to  know  that  this  is  what's  expected. 
Does  Jim  want  them  putting  us  in  a  home  when  it's 
convenient? 

Jo  and  I  are  at  the  age  where  we 
have  experienced  this  scenario 
firsthand.  None  of  us  wish  to  put 
'Mom'  into  a  nursing  home  or 
extended-care  facility;  however,  sometimes  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  'Mom'  and  for 
our  immediate  families.  Scripture  tells  us  to  honor  our 
mother  and  father,  but  it  should  not  come  at  a  price 
beyond  reason  -  such  as  destroying  Jim  and  Gina's  re- 
lationship and  family  unit.  Honoring  your  mother  and 
father  is  not  the  same  as  letting  them  become  the  focus 
of  our  own  family  unit,  in  the  same  way  that  children 
should  not  become  the  center  of  the  family  unit.  The 
core  of  every  family  unit  is  the  husband,  wife  and  God. 
When  we  marry,  a  new  core  begins  as  we  leave  our 
former  families  to  become  our  own  family  unit.  The 
first  task  of  a  married  couple  is  to  emotionally  separate 
from  their  families  of  origin.  We  can  honor  our  fathers 
and  mothers,  but  that  is  not  the  same  as  including 
them  as  core  members  of  our  new  family  unit.  The 
older  and  more  fragile  our  parents  become,  the  more 
likely  we  will  try  and  include  them  within  our  core 


He  said 
She  said 

what  do  they  do? 


family  unit  -  often  with  devastating 
consequences  for  the  couple.  This 
is  beginning  to  show  with  Jim  and 
Gina. 

As  parents,  we  would  not  want 
to  be  the  cause  of  splitting  up  our 
children's  marriages.  Most  of  us 
are  sensitive  to  that  scenario.  Yet, 
when  it  is  our  parents  who  need  us, 
we  feel  strongly  that  we  should  be 
their  primary  care-givers  because, 
as  Gina  said,  "Mom  took  care  of  me 
when  I  was  little  and  now  it  is  my 
turn."  These  are  admirable  words 
and  highly  commendable,  but  are 
of  little  consequence  if  Gina's  actions 
destroys  her  marriage  to  Jim.  Hav- 
ing an  invalid  parent  in  the  house 
affects  all  members  of  the  house, 
not  just  the  primary  care-giver.  Jo 
and  I  would  highly  recommend 
Gina  and  Jim  have  a  discussion 
about  their  own  wishes  for  how 
they  would  want  their  children  to 
treat  them  if  they  are  incapacitated. 
Once  that  is  agreed  on,  apply  the 
same  solution  to  Mom.  She  may  or 
may  not  understand,  but  your  chil- 
dren will  leam  a  far  greater  lesson 
than  what  they  are  seeing  currently 


-  that  Grandma  is  tearing  their 
parents'  relationship  apart. 
We  would  also  recommend  that 
Jim  and  Gina  seek  the  input  of 
medical  professionals  and  so- 
cial workers.  They  are  skilled  in 
handling  these  situations,  provide 
an  objective  view  and  can  provide 
valuable  information  that  may  help 
with  the  decision  making  process. 
But  the  best  person  to  turn  toward 
for  assistance  is  God.  Through 
prayer,  tell  him  your  fears  and 
expectations.  Pray  for  empathy  and 
understanding,  and  pray  for  his 
guidance  and  wisdom  to  do  what  is 
best  for  your  relationship  and  your 
family  unit.  It  is  possible  that  an 
alternative  solution  may  work  best. 
Such  as  bringing  mother  to  the 
house  for  a  few  hours  during  the 
week  or  on  an  afternoon  when  the 
family  can  gather  and  give  mother 
some  extra  love  and  care  that  she 
may  relish  at  this  stage  in  her  life. 
Whatever  the  solution  is,  it  should 
not  be  at  the  expense  of  Jim  and 
Gina's  relationship.  Mother  would 
not  appreciate  it. 

-Tom  and  JoAnne  Fogle 


f 


community 


National  Tekakwitha 
Conference  Concludes 


The  70th  Annual  National  Tekakwitha  Conference  con- 
cluded July  4  with  a  dinner  and  talent  show  for  the  more 
than  500  Native  American  Catholics  who  attended  the 
annual  gathering,  held  at  the  Raleigh  Convention  Center. 

The  four-day  event  featured  a  number  of  sessions,  in- 
cluding "An  Introduction  to  Saint  Juan  Diego  and  Our  Lady 
of  Guadalupe."  Most  of  the  sessions  focused  on  Blessed 
Kateri  Tekakwitha,  her  life,  her  spirituality  and  the  remaining 
steps  necessary  for  her  sainthood,  with  the  major  one  a 
miracle  of  healing  attributed  to  her. 

Most  Reverend  Charles  Chaput,  Archbishop  of  Denver 
and  Episcopal  Moderator  of  the  Native  American  Confer- 
ence, presented  a  workshop  on  "A  Comparison  of  the 
Spiritualities  of  Saint  Francis  of  Assisi  and  Blessed  Kateri." 
The  Archbishop  noted  that  while  St.  Francis  came  from  a 
strong  Catholic  culture,  Blessed  Kateri  was  introduced  to 
the  faith  and  grew  in  it.  Citing  similarities,  he  pointed  out 
that  both  experienced  rejection  by  their  families  at  the  start 
of  their  faith  journey;  both  had  a  tremendous  love  of  the 
cross;  and  both  shared  a  commitment  to  Christ  that  was 
simple,  yet  deep. 

The  Archbishop  celebrated  Mass  for  the  conference  on 
July  3,  Feast  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle.  In  his  homily,  he 
spoke  of  the  significance  of  St.  Thomas  being  a  doubter. 
He  said  Saint  Thomas  being  invited  by  Jesus  to  touch  his 
wounds,  helps  us  to  heal  our  doubts.  Archbishop  Chaput 
added,  human  beings  need  the  experience  to  believe.  "We 
are  not  going  to  be  Christian  unless  we  have  the  experi- 
ence of  Jesus,"  the  Archbishop  said.  "Today  we  get  that 
experience  from  one  another." 

Next  year's  conference  is  scheduled  for  Phoenix. 


things  to  do: 


Project  Rachel  Support 
Group.  Abortion  is  one  of  the 
most  common  procedures 
in  the  U.S.,  experienced  by 
millions  of  women,  many  of 
whom  are  Catholic.  Abortion 
creates  a  deep  wound  in 
post-abortive  woman,  one 
that  affects  them  spiritually, 
mentally  and  emotionally. 
Project  Rachel  helps  bring 
truth  and  healing  to  women 
and  men  who  have  been 
wounded  by  abortion.  There 
is  a  support  group  beginning 
in  the  Triangle  area  in  late 
August,  concluding  with  a 
retreat  weekend  Oct.  23- 
25.  For  more  information, 
contact  Project  Rachel  at 
919.852.1021  ore-mail 
projectrachel@nc.rr.com  or 
go  to  http://projectrachelnc. 
org/.  Calls  and  appointments 
are  kept  strictly  confidential. 

Catholic  Golden  Age  will 
meet  at  1 :30  p.m.  on  Oct.  4  at 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic 
Church,  Fallon  Center,  271  8 
Overbrook  Drive,  Raleigh,  NC 
27608.  Call  Mary  Ruth  at 
919.21  7.9580  or  Michaeline 


at  919.832.2974  regarding 
the  meeting,  as  well  as  info  on 
CGA's  5:30  p.m.  dinner  get- 
togethers  every  third  Thursday 
of  the  month. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  Sept.  3,  7 
p.m.-9  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  219  Edenton  St., 
Raleigh,  NC  27603.  Single 
Catholic  women  between 
the  ages  of  1  7-45  who  are 
committed  to  praying  for 
vocations,  growing  in  holiness 
while  in  the  midst  of  the 
world,  and  discerning  the  call 
of  Christ  are  invited  to  the 
Vocations  Prayer  Group  for 
Women.  Thursday  evening 
meetings  will  begin  in  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  with  Adoration 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  7 
p.m.  followed  by  Benediction. 
At  8  p.m.  the  group  will  move 
to  the  Office  of  Vocations  for 
fellowship  and  discussions. 
Meetings  should  end  by  9 
p.m..  Next  meeting:  Oct.  1  5. 
Contact  Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger, 
vocations@raldioc.org. 

Quo  Vadis  Group,  Sept. 
8,  7  p.m.-9  p.m..  High 
school-age  boys  are  invited 
to  attend  the  Quo  Vadis 
Group,  which  meets  on 


Upcoming  events 
at  Avila  Retreat  Center 

71  1  Mason  Road,  Durham.  27712. 
To  register  or  for  more  information,  call 
919.477.1285. 

►►  Lectio  Divina:  A  Way  to  Pray  With  the  Scrip- 
tures, September  10,  9:30  a.m. -2  p.m.  One  simple 
yet  profound  way  of  prayer,  arising  early  in  the  history 
of  the  Christian  community,  is  lectio  divina.  Much  more 
than  reading,  this  is  a  way  of  attending  to  the  Word  of 
God  in  Scripture  as  it  relates  to  our  lives  today.  We  will 
explore  and  practice  the  elements  of  this  prayer  form 
through  presentations,  sharing,  "Reading"  art,  journaling 
and  time  for  solitude  and  reflection.  Beginners  or  those 
experienced  in  this  way  of  prayer  are  welcome.  Pre- 
senter: Sr.  Joanna  Walsh,  CSF  Her  congregation  seeks 
to  foster  awareness  of  God's  faithful  presence  with  us  in 
all  life's  circumstances.  Joanna's  ministry  includes  spiri- 
tual direction,  retreat  leading  and  leadership  in  spiritual 
formation  and  pastoral  care  with  seminarians  at  Duke 
divinity  School.  Donation:  $30. 

 j 
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the  second  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  Quo  Vadis  provides 
a  fraternal  environment 
and  an  opportunity  to 
gather  for  fellowship, 
prayer  and  a  discussion 
on  discernment  and 
vocations.  Please  contact 
the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  more  information  at 
919.832.6279. 

25th  Anniversary  Mass, 

Sept.  10,  6  p.m..  The 
Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  will  celebrate 
the  25th  anniversary  of  his 
priestly  ordination  with  Mass 
at  St.  Michael  the  Archangel 
Catholic  Church  in  Cary. 

RCIA:  Canonical  Concerns, 
Sept.  1  2,  10  a.m. -3  p.m., 
St.  Mary,  Goldsboro, 
1000  N.  Jefferson  Ave., 
Goldsboro,  NC  27530. 
Monsignor  Jerry  Sherba, 
JCD,  will  explore  those 
areas  in  which  Canon  Law 
is  important  to  the  process 
of  Christian  Initiation. 
Topics  will  include  marriage 
questions,  sponsors,  change 
of  rite,  and  other  concerns. 
Advance  registration 
is  required  to  facilitate 
preparation  of  materials. 
Sign  in  and  hospitality  will  be 
available  at  9:30  a.m..  For 
more  information,  contact 
Bea  Callery,  919.821.9715 
or  callery@raldioc.org. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  Sept.  1  2  and  1 8,  9 
a.m.-noon  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton  St., 
Raleigh,  NC  27603.  Adult 
Catholic  men  between  the 
ages  of  1  7-48  discerning  a 
possible  call  to  Priesthood 
are  invited  to  the  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group  meetings 
held  on  the  third  Saturday  of 
each  month.  If  you  are  just 
beginning  to  contemplate  a 
vocation  or  are  more  serious 
about  a  call  to  priesthood 
please  consider  attending 
this  group.  The  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group  provides  a 
fraternal  environment  in  which 
to  discuss  your  discernment  of 
a  possible  call  to  Priesthood 
with  other  men  who  are 
also  examining  the  call. 
The  group  discusses  issues 


central  to  the  call  and  does  so 
within  the  context  of  prayer, 
presentations,  and  discussion. 
The  morning  begins  with 
Mass.  Coffee  and  doughnuts 
will  be  available  in  the  Office 
of  Vocations  (two  doors 
down  from  the  Cathedral) 
after  Mass.  Morning  prayer, 
a  discussion/presentation 
about  discernment/ 
Priesthood,  daytime  prayer, 
and  lunch  follow.  Next 
discernment  group:  Oct. 
1  7.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

Diocesan  Charismatic 
Prayer  Meeting,  Sept.  1  2, 
9  a.m.-noon,  St.  Eugene 
Church,  608  Lions  Club 
Road  /  PO  Box  1  88, 
Wendell,  NC  27591. 
Faithful  are  invited  to  attend  a 
morning  of  prayer  and  praise, 
sponsored  by  the  Diocesan 
Charismatic  Ministry.  The 
morning  will  include  prayer 
for  healing  and  personal 
needs.  Contact  Tony  and 
Jackie  Tucci,  252.353.4433 
or  ccsraleigh@earthlink.net. 

The  Light  Weigh.  Feed 
yourself  emotionally  -  gain 
Jesus  and  lose  weight,  www. 
Iightweigh.com  The  Light 
Weigh  Group  that  meets 
each  Tuesday  evening  at  All 
Saints  Academy  near  Capital 
Blvd  and  I-540  (Directions 
at  www.allsaintsacademy.net) 
has  room  for  more  members. 
The  Light  Weigh  (seen 
on  EWTN)  is  a  1  2-week 
Catholic  spiritual  growth 
and  weight-loss  program 
based  on  the  spirituality 
of  St.  Therese  of  Lisieux 
and  St.  Ignatius  of  Loyola. 
Participants  experience 
weight  loss  and  grow  closer 
to  the  Lord  and  the  Church. 

There  will  be  an 
orientation  for  all  those 
interested  in  learning 
more  about  the  program 
on  Sept.  8  at  7  p.m.  The 
next  1  2-week  session  will 
begin  Sept.  1  5.  To  find  out 
more  and  RSVP  for  the 
orientation,  contact  Colleen 
Henion  at  91  9.649.7667 
or  chenion@nc.rr.com.  Cost 
for  new  members  is  $1  35 
(plus  s/h),  which  includes  a 


Please  pray  for  these  deceased  priests 
during  the  month  of  september 


Msgr.  John  A.  Brown,  1986 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Colgan,  1968 

Rev.  William  J.  Dillon,  1941 

Msgr.  P.J.  Doherty,  1941 

Msgr.  Hugh  Dolan,  1981 

Msgr.  Arthur  R.  Freeman,  P.A.,  V.G.,  1962 


Rev.  Patrick  Gallagher,  1983 
Rev.  James  H.  King,  1978 
Msgr.  Louis  E.  Morton,  1986 
Msgr.  Francis  K.  O'Brien,  1988 
Rev.  Thomas  F.  Price,  1919 


Knights  of  Columbus 


North  Carolina  State  Council 


lifetime  membership  and  all 
materials  for  the  session. 

Fourth  Annual  Mass  for 
Homeschool  Families, 

celebrated  by  Bishop 
Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Sept. 
19,10  a.m.  at  St.  Joseph's 
Catholic  Church,  281  7 
Poole  Road,  Raleigh  NC 
27604.  Reception  will 
follow.  Hosted  by  ARCH 
for  Raleigh  and  Cary. 
Please  register  at  www. 
RaleighDioceseHomeschool. 
org  and  RSVP  for  the  Mass, 
as  well  as  join  the  e-mail 
list  for  invitations  to  home- 
school  events  throughout 
the  year.  Get  connected  with 
other  Catholic  home-school 
families! 

The  Second  Annual 
Motorcycle  Memory  Ride 

to  benefit  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Chapter  of  the 
Alzheimer's  Association  will 
take  place  in  conjunction 
with  the  annual  Memory 
Walk  in  Moore  County  on 
Sept.  19. 

Last  year,  the  ride 
helped  drive  the  donations 
sent  to  the  association  to 
more  than  the  established 
goal.  The  goal  for  2009 
for  the  combined  events 
is  $30,000.  Corporate 
sponsors  can  donate  money, 
raffle  prizes,  gift  certificates, 
and  donuts  for  the 
registration,  or  food  -  hot 
dogs,  burgers,  and  salads 
-  for  the  after-ride  lunch  for 
the  hungry  bikers.  St.  Joseph 
of  the  Pines  volunteers  will 
be  barbecuing  and  serving. 
Individual  contributors  can 
sponsor  a  biker  for  $25  and 


be  a  guest  at  the  finale  lunch 
at  Belle  Meade  of  St.  Joseph 
of  the  Pines. 

For  Memory  Ride 
registration  information, 
please  contact  Jeralie 
Andrews  at  910.246.1  139, 
1  03  Gossman  Drive, 
Southern  Pines,  NC  28387. 
E-mail:  stjoesbikers@ 
gmail.com.  For  information 
on  contributing  to  and 
sponsoring  the  Memory 
Ride,  please  call  Susie 
Buchanan,  community 
relations  director  for  St. 
Joseph  of  the  Pines,  at 
246.31  25. 

Italian  Mass  in  honor  of  St. 
Padre  Pio,  Sept.  23,  7:30 
p.m.  at  St.  Joseph  Catholic 
Church,  Raleigh.  A  reception 
will  follow.  Call  Rosemary 
at  91  9.453.0438  or  Judy 
at  919.  488.4848,  for 
questions  on  this  blessed 
event. 

Contrada  Day  Festival  of 
the  Flags,  Saturday  October 
10,  10  am  -  8pm.  At  St. 
Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic 
Church  in  Wake  Forest,  NC. 
This  will  be  a  new  tradition  for 
the  parish  that  will  promote 
commUNITY  in  Christ's 
name.  The  tradition  actually 
dates  back  to  the  early 
1  300s,  when  the  mother 
parish,  Saint  Catherine  of 
Siena,  in  Italy,  initiated  the 
Seventeen  Contrade  of 
Siena.  The  term,  Contrada, 
translates  as  neighborhood. 
Each  Contrada  is  represented 
by  a  flag.  Once  a  year  in 
Siena,  the  Contrade  compete 
in  a  festival  famously  named 
//  Palio. 


A  Country 
Church  Turns  75 

Sts.  Mary  and  Edward,  Roxboro 


Roxboro's  Catholic  community  predates  the  1935 
parish  founding.  In  the  1920s,  Roxboro  Catho- 
lics were  served  by  priests  from  St.  Paul  Church 
in  Henderson,  who  celebrated  Mass  in  the  dining 
rooms  and  parlors  of  private  homes. 


In  1934,  Father  Eugene  Carroll, 
pastor  of  St.  Paul,  borrowed  $900 
from  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  to 
buy  land  for  a  church  in  Roxboro. 
George  Kane,  a  local  contractor, 
donated  the  labor;  Mary  Hyde,  at 
the  urging  of  her  brother,  Edward 
Kelly  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  donated 
$6,000  for  matenals.  In  1935, 
Bishop  William  J.  Hafey  dedicated 
the  new  church,  named  for  the 
patron  saints  of  its  benefactors. 

The  mission  church  had  25 
members,  mostly  families  who  had 
come  from  Pennsylvania  to  work 
with  Collins  and  Aikman  Corpora- 
tion, a  manufacturer  of  automotive 
components.  But  during  World 
War  II,  the  church  was  often  filled 
to  capacity  by  Catholic  soldiers  of 


the  78th  Infan- 
try Division 
at  Camp 
Burner. 

A  memoir  written  by  parishioner 
"Bo"  Currier  recalls  the  missions 
early  days:  "Our  mission  was  truly 
rural.  One  Sunday  morning  as 
Father  was  presenting  his  sermon. 
Mr.  Dilly  Walkers  mule  wandered 
into  the  church  yard  and  poked  his 
head  into  an  open  window,  much 
to  the  dismay  of  Mrs.  Kane,  the 
organist,  and  to  the  delight  of  the 
children." 

For  decades,  Sts.  Mary  and  Ed- 
ward was  served  by  various  priests 
from  neighboring  parishes.  In 
1967,  however,  additional  property 
was  purchased  and  its  structures 


resource 


Sts.  Mary 
and  Edward, 
Roxboro 

615  N.  Main  St. 
Roxboro,  NC 
27573-5040 

336.599.4122 


renovated  for  a  rectory  and  parish 
hall;  that  year,  Bishop  Vincent  S. 
Waters  raised  the  mission  to  the 
status  of  a  parish.  In  1969,  Father 
John  Paro  of  the  Society  of  St. 
Edmund  became  the  first  resident 
pastor,  and  the  first  of  four  Edmun- 
dite  priests  who  served  the  parish 
until  1982. 

Sts.  Mary  and  Edward  has  grown 
over  the  years,  but  not  as  rapidly  as 
some  predicted.  Today,  the  parish 
counts  around  400  registered  fami- 
lies, half  Anglo  and  half  Latino,  and 
the  large  territory  it  serves  is  still 
mostly  rural,  a  place  where  neigh- 
bors know  and  help  each  other. 
Throughout  its  history,  Saints  Mary 
and  Edward  has  been  distinguished 
by  its  dedication  to  service. 

Father  William  Rodriguez,  a 
native  of  Colombia,  has  been 
pastor  for 
almost  three 
years.  His 
ministry  re- 
quires much 
time  on  the 
road,  visiting  the 
sick  in  the  health- 
care centers  near  Durham, 
blessing  homes  and  trailers, 
and  facilitating  the  sacramental 
life  of  his  diverse  flock.  He  is 
proud  that  this  years  confirma- 
tion class  numbered  13.  As  with 
many  multicultural  parishes  in 
North  Carolina,  one  challenge 
is  unity.  "The  day  of  my  instal- 
lation was  very  special,"  Father 
Rodriguez  says.  "Everyone  was 
here  to  share  the  occasion."  He 
hopes  that  the  parish's  75th  an- 
niversary, on  May  23,  2010,  will 
be  another  such  celebration. 
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By  Rich  Reece 


CATHOLIC  VOICES  ARE 

FAR  TOO  SILENT 
IN  THE  PUBLIC  SQUARE. 

JOIN  US  AS  WE 
TURN  UP  THE  VOLUME. 


Archbishop 
Charles  J.  Chaput 


Fr.  John 
CORAPI,  sour 


Carl. 
Anderson 


George 
Weigel 


min  max 


Join  us  as  we  honor  Archbishop  Charles  J.  Chaput  as  the  Envoy 
of  the  Year  in  recognition  of  his  superb  book  Render  unto 
C  aesar,  and  for  his  lifelong  courageous  witness  to  the  Truth. 
You'll  hear  stirring  tributes  from:  George  Weigel,  author  of 
The  C  ourage  to  be  Catholic  and  Witness  to  Hope;  Joseph  Bottum, 
Editor  of  First  things  magazine;  Carl  Anderson,  Supreme 
Knight  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus;  and  Father  John  Corapi, 
S.O.L.T.  The  evening,  hosted  by  the  Envoy  Institute  of 
Belmont  Abbey  College  and  emceed  by  Patrick  Madrid,  will  be 
culminated  by  an  inspiring  talk  by  Archbishop  Chaput  himself. 


ANNOUNCING  THE  ENVOY  OF  THE  YEAR  GALA 
HONORING  ARCHBISHOP  CHARLES  CHAPUT 

OCTOBER  8,  2009  -  HILTON  CHARLOTTE  (NC)  CENTER  CITY 
GO  TO  WWW.ENVOYlNSTITUTE.NET  TO  REGISTER. 

( )r  you  may  also  contact  Joan  Bradley  atJoanBradley@bac.edu  or  704.46 1 .6009  to  register. 
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CHAPEL  HILL  NC  27BM 


For  the  latest  diocesan  neu-js-  & 


information  logon  to  wuu.  diooes-eofraleiQh.  orSf 


Get  in  the 


of  cottage  living  at  Pennybyrn. 


tewar 


It's  all  here:  the  ambiance  of  a  charming  neighborhood, 
walking  trails  and  gardens,  friendly  neighbors,  and 
gracious  cottages  that  welcome  you  home.  Each  with 
a  bright,  open  design  and  generous  appointments.  And 
just  steps  from  your  door,  the  Pennybyrn  Community 
&  Wellness  Center  and  complete  Fitness  Center 
where  you  can  focus  on  your  health.  And  when 
you  need  time  to  nurture  your  spirit,  visit  the 
Perpetual  Adoration  Chapel,  Meditation  Chapel, 
or  Main  Chapel  where  daily  Mass  is  offered  on-site. 


A  new  community  where  retirement  living  takes 
on  a  whole  new  spirit!  Call  or  come  by  today. 
(336)  821-4050  or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343 

Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 


peHMVBVKKl 

atMARYFIELD 


Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 


www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com  ~  109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
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In  this  time  of  economic  turmoil,  we  do  well  to  re- 
flect upon  the  need  to  grow  rich.  For  those  baptized 
in  Christ,  we  are  not  meant  to  grow  rich  accord- 
ing to  the  standards  of  the  world.  Rather,  we  are  to 
grow  rich  in  the  sight  of  God. 


In  order  to  do  so,  we  must  evalu- 
ate our  priorities.  Think  about  the 
time,  money  and  effort  we  spend  on 
our  projects,  hobbies,  sports  and 
leisure  activities.  Think  about  how 
work  consumes  us.  Think  about 
how  the  desire  to  succeed  distracts 
us.  How  does  this  compare  to  the 
time  and  energy  we  are  giving  to 
God,  to  prayer  and  to  the  practice 
of  your  faith? 

To  grow  rich  in  the  sight  of  God, 
we  must  offer  constant  praise.  We 
must  be  mindful  of  all  the  bless- 
ings that  are  ours  each  and  every 
day;  recognize  God  as  the  Source 
of  them  and  give  constant  thanks. 
Take  a  moment  and  think  about  the 
many  gifts  you  so  often  take  for 
granted.  Be  ever  mindful  of  the 
abundant  blessings  God  has  show- 
ered upon  you. 


Think  about  the  many 
gifts  you  so  often  take 
for  granted.  Be  ever 
mindful  of  the  abundant 
blessings  God  has 
showered  upon  you. 


Growing  rich  in 
the  sight  of  God 
means  to  "let 
go"of  the  mate- 
rial things  we 
simply  do  not 
need.  Whenever 
we  decide  to 
do  a  thorough 
cleaning  of  our 
homes,  we  are  often  surprised  with 
what  we  have  accumulated.  In  or- 
der to  be  free,  we  must  periodically 
remove  the  clutter  and  chaos  of  our 
lives.  If  we  are  going  to  grow  rich  in 
the  sight  of  God,  we  must  acknowl- 
edge what  is  truly  necessary  and 
what  is  not  and  make  the  decision 
to  "let  go." 

If  we  realize  that  all  our  blessings 
are  from  God  and  that  we  have 
more  than  we  need,  the  next  step  is 
obvious:  We  must  share  generously 


our  blessings  with  others.  It  is  often 
said  that  our  true  wealth  is  found 
not  in  what  we  keep  but  rather  in 
what  we  give  away.  On  that  day 
God  calls  us  to  Himself  we  will  be 
accountable  for  the  extent  to  which 
we  have  shared  our  blessings, 
resources  and  gifts  with  others, 
especially  those  in  most  need. 

For  further  reflection  upon  what  it 
means  to  grow  rich  in  the  sight  of 
God,  please  try  to 
find  time  to  read 
the  Holy  Father's 
recent  encyclical, 
Caritas  in  Veritate 
(Charity  in  Truth). 
See  the  link  on  our 
Diocesan  website. 
In  this  encyclical, 
Our  Holy  Father 
encourages  us  to 
remember  that  in  the  midst  of  the 
problems  and  difficulties  we  are  fac- 
ing in  our  nation  and  throughout  our 
world,  we  have  a  solution.  Basically, 
we  must  begin  with  love;  a  love  that 
expresses  itself  in  truth.  We  must 
assure  that  every  person  has  dignity 
and  is  recognized  and  accept  that 
we  have  an  urgent  duty  to  share 
the  earth's  resources  equitably  and 
safeguard  the  environment  for  future 
generations.  Our  Holy  Father  notes 
the  world's  current  financial  situation 
and  states  that  "the  current  crisis 


obliges  us  to  re-plan  our  journey, 
to  set  ourselves  new  rules  and  to 
discover  new  forms  of  commitment 
to  build  on  positive  experiences 
and  to  reject  negative  ones.  The 
crisis  thus  becomes  an  opportunity 
for  discernment,  in  which  to  shape 
a  new  vision  for  the  future"  (21). 

This  edition  of  our  Diocesan 
magazine  highlights  the  800th 
anniversary  of  papal  approval  of 
the  Rule  of  Saint  Francis.  What  a 
perfect  example  of  simplicity  and 
humility,  of  how  we  grow  rich  in 
the  sight  of  God.  We  may  wish  to 
read  anew  some  of  Saint  Francis' 
writings  and  study  the  important 
lessons  he  taught. 

Certainly,  we  can  meditate  upon 
these  words  of  Saint  Francis  of 
Assisi:  "Where  there  is  char- 
ity and  wisdom,  there  is  neither 
fear  nor  ignorance.  Where  there 
is  patience  and  humility,  there  is 
neither  anger  nor  vexation.  Where 
there  is  poverty  and  joy,  there  is 
neither  greed  nor  avarice.  Where 
there  is  peace  and  meditation, 
there  is  neither  anxiety  nor  doubt." 

Through  the  intercession  of  Saint 
Francis  of  Assisi,  may  we  find 
ourselves  living  charity  in  truth  so 
that  we  may  grow  rich  in  the  sight 
of  God. 
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from  the  Bishop 

How  we  live  charity  in  truth 

-  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidgc 
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8  The  Authentic  Transformation  of 
"Useless"  Human  Suffering 

-  Father  Tadeusz  Pacholczyk 
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1 0  Praying  together.  Why  people  need 
each  other  through  the  Church 

saint  of  the  month 

1 2  The  "star  of  the  sea"  saint 
Blessed  Mary  Angela  Truszkowska 

voices  in  our  church 

1 3  Saint  Benedict  the  Moor 

—  Msgr.  Thomas  Hadden 

1 3  Celebration  de  la  Hispanidad 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 
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1 8  Meet  Six  New 
Seminarians 
for  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh 

"Dear 

Seminarian  ..." 
Did  you  know? 
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iciscanos 
0  anos  de 
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-  Rich  Reece 
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From  left  to  right:  Most  Reverend  Peter  J.  Jugis,  Bishop  of  Charlotte;  Most  Reverend  J.  Kevin  Boland,  Bishop 
of  Savannah;  Most  Reverend  Wilton  D.  Gregory,  Archbishop  of  Atlanta;  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh;  Most  Reverend  F.  Joseph  Gossman,  Bishop  Emeritus  of  Raleigh;  Most  Reverend  Robert  E. 
Guglielmone,  Bishop  of  Charleston;  Right  Reverend  Placid  Solari,  OSB,  Abbot  of  Belmont. 


St.  Callistus  I.  pope  and  martyr  October  1 4  |  St " 


Bishop  Burbidge 
Celebrates  25th 
Anniversary  of  Priesthood 


The  Most  Rever- 
end Michael  F. 
Burbidge  cele- 
brated his  25th 
anniversary  of  Priesthood 
surrounded  by  family, 
friends,  ordained  clergy, 
faithful  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  and  five  dignitar- 
ies from  the  Atlanta  Prov- 
ince. The  Anniversary 
Mass  was  celebrated  at 
Saint  Michael  the  Arch- 
angel Church  in  Cary, 
Thursday  evening  Sep- 
tember 10. 

Addressing  those  gathered, 
Bishop  Burbidge  spoke  of  the 
strong  foundation  he  received 
from  his  parents  "who  planted  and 
nurtured  the  seeds  of  faith  in  me 
and  supported  and  encouraged  my 
priestly  vocation."  He  also  thanked 
all  those  who  were  instrumental  in 
his  education,  formation  and  in  his 
ministry  throughout  the  years. 

"One  of  the  concerns  I  had  about 
departing  my  home  Archdiocese  to 
become  the  Bishop  of  Raleigh  was 
leaving  the  strong  priestly  frater- 
nity I  enjoyed,"  the  Bishop  said."  "I 
could  never  have  imagined  that  I 
would  immediately  be  welcomed, 
encouraged  and  uplifted  by  Bishop 
Gossman  and  my  brother  priests 
here  in  this  great  Diocese.  For  the 
gift  of  a  priestly  vocation  and  for  all 
the  special  people  God  has  placed 
in  my  life,  I  offer  profound  thanks." 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mass, 
Archbishop  Gregory  read  a  letter 
of  congratulations  from  Archbishop 
Pietro  Sambi,  Vatican  Nuncio  to 
the  United  States. 

-  Photos  by  Paul  Tomas 


F  Jesus,  virgin  and  doctor  of  the  church  October  1  5  |  St.  Hedwig,  religious;  St.  Margaret  Mary  Alacoque,  virgin  October  1  6  |  St.  Ignatius  of  Antioch,  bishop  and  martyr  October  1 7 


Seminarians  Reflect  on  their 
Summer  Assignments 

The  formation  of  Diocesan  seminarians 
is  not  restricted  to  living  in  a  seminary.  Various 
opportunities  are  provided  to  each  seminarian 
during  the  summer  in  order  to  strengthen  him 
in  his  vocation  and  to  help  prepare  him  for 
living  the  life  of  a  priest. 

This  past  summer,  four  of  our  seminarians, 
Brendan  Buckler,  Don  Maloney,  Nick  Cottrill 
and  Ryan  Elder,  participated  in  the  Institute 
for  Priestly  Formation's  Summer  Program 
for  Seminarians  at  Creighton  University  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska.  This  ten-week  program 
began  with  an  eight-day  silent  retreated  utiliz- 
ing the  Spiritual  Exercises  of  St.  Ignatius  of 
Loyola.  Nick  Cotrill  says: 

"Initially  it  was  hard  for  me  to  enter  into 
the  spirit  of  silence,  but  I  soon  realized  that  in 
order  for  me  to  hear  the  Lord  speak  to  me,  I 
had  to  quiet  my  spirit.  One  of  the  graces  that 
the  Lord  revealed  to  me  is  that  my  primary 
identity  is  that  of  a  'Beloved  Son  of  the  Father 
-  with  whom  He  is  well  pleased!  This  took 
a  while  for  me  to  acknowledge  and  accept. 
How  can  God  be  pleased  with  me?  Only  by 
His  perfect  love  and  Mercy." 

The  silent  retreat  led  into  nine  weeks  of 
classes  and  apostolic  service.  The  classes 
covered  topics  such  as  the  identity  and  spiri- 
tuality of  the  Diocesan  priest,  as  well  living  the 
liturgy  in  daily  life. 

Several  other  seminarians,  Deacon  Vic 
Goumas,  Juan  Manuel  Lopez,  Michael 
Burbeck,  Edisson  Urrego  and  Alexis  Barreto 
were  placed  in  parishes  in  order  to  work  side 
by  side  with  a  priest  as  mentor  and  to  serve 
the  parish  by  participating  in  various  activities. 
Michael  Burbeck  served  at  St.  Mark  Catholic 
Church  in  Wilmington  and  says: 

"Among  the  many  wonderful  experiences 
and  blessing  of  this  assignment,  one  was 
the  tremendous  support  and  welcome  that 
I  received  from  so  many  of  the  families  and 
couples  in  the  parish.  The  example  of  their 
family  life  and  the  way  that  they  embraced  me 
in  such  a  short  time  was  truly  an  encourage- 
ment to  me  in  my  vocation.  Another  blessing 
was  the  opportunity  I  had  to  spend  daily  time 
in  prayer,  at  Mass  and  in  praying  the  Rosary 
with  people  of  the  parish." 
T  wo  of  our  college  seminarians,  Jonathon 
Baggett  and  Michael  Schuetz,  worked  a  pay- 
ing job  assisting  in  their  home  parishes.  And 
seminarian  Michael  Schuetz  accompanied 
Edisson  Urrego  on  a  two-week  pilgrimage  to 
Fatima,  Portugal.  Michael  says: 


P.  Nicholas 
Cottrill 


Michael  J. 
Burbeck 


Michael  G, 
Schuetz 


Rev.  Mr.  Victor  J. 
Goumas 


"While  we  were  in  Fatima,  we  visited  many 
different  churches  and  convents,  but  the 
best  thing  was  just  being  at  the  Shrine  itself. 
For  me,  it  was  neat  to  see  the  devotion  that 
people  from  all  over  the  world  have  to  Our 
Lady  of  Fatima,  especially  the  devotion  that 
could  be  seen  on  nights  when  we  partici- 
pated in  the  International  Rosary  and  Marian 
Procession.  These  public  signs  of  devotion 
and  the  interaction  with  other  pilgrims  helped 
me  to  realize  that  everyone  is  praying  for  me 
and  supporting  me  along  my  journey  to  the 
priesthood  and  praying  that  one  day  me  and 
my  brother  seminarians  may  be  able  to  bring 
them  the  sacraments." 

Finally,  Deacon  Vic  Gournas,  who  was 
ordained  and  assigned  to  St.  Catherine  of 
Siena  Catholic  Church  in  Wake  Forest, 
spent  two  weeks  in  Honduras  with  Fr.  Ned 
Shlesinger  and  Fr.  Pat  Keane  in  order  to 
develop  a  better  knowledge  of  the  Spanish 
language  and  to  experience  firsthand  the 
native  culture  of  some  of  the  parishioners 
who  reside  in  our  Diocese.  The  three  lived 
and  prayed  with  the  Franciscan  Friars  of  the 
Renewal  in  Comayagua  while  traveling  with 
the  local  Missioners  of  Christ  in  assisting  the 
local  pastors  in  the  Diocese  of  Comayagua. 
Vic  says: 

"This  was  a  rewarding  experience  person- 
ally. The  people  we  met  understood  the  im- 
portance of  depending  on  Christ  in  their  daily 
lives.  The  communities  we  visited  led  simple 
lives  that  were  spiritually  rich.  Although  they 
did  not  have  the  luxury  of  receiving  the  sacra- 
ments daily,  I  was  reminded  of  the  importance 
of  the  priest  for  nourishing  the  daily  lives  of  his 

parishioners."  -  Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger 


2009-2010  Holy  Hours 
for  Vocations  Begin 

The  first  Holy  Hour  for  Vocations 
for  the  2009-201 0  year  was  celebrated 
Wednesday,  September  2  at  Our  Lady 
of  Lourdes  Church  in  Raleigh.  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  presided 
with  Diocesan  Vocations  Director  Ned 
Shlesinger  the  homilist.  This  year,  Bishop 
Burbidge  will  celebrate  a  monthly  Hour  in 
each  of  the  eight  deaneries. 

In  his  homily,  Father  Shlesinger  dis- 
cussed a  trip  he  took  this  summer  to  Hon- 
duras and  noted  the  shortage  of  priests 
in  that  Central  American  country  where 
there  is  one  priest  for  every  1  3,000 
Catholics.  He  said  many  Hondurans  are 
hungry  for  the  Eucharist,  having  access 
to  the  sacrament  only  a  few  times  a  year. 
"As  Vocations  Director,"  Father  Shlesinger 
said,  "I  pray  God  will  give  us  holy  Priests 
so  no  one  in  our  Diocese  will  go  hungry." 

Dates  for  future  Deanery  Holy  Hours 

are:  October  2,  2009  (First  Friday) 

-  Holy  Cross  Church,  Durham  (Pied- 
mont Deanery);  November  10,  2009 
(Tuesday)  -  Newton  Grove  Deanery; 
December  4,  2009  (First  Friday)  -  Tar 
River  Deanery;  January  8,  201 0  (Friday) 

-  Fayetteville  Deanery;  February  5,  2010 
(First  Friday)  -  New  Bern  Deanery; 
March  5,  2010  (First  Friday)  -  Albemarle 
Deanery;  April  30,  2010  (Friday)  -  Cape 
Fear  Deanery.  Host  parishes  for  the  No- 
vember-April Deanery  Holy  Hours  will  be 
announced  in  the  coming  weeks. 


Diocesan  Man 
Joins  Jesuits 


Wfe  On  Sunday, 
August  1  6,  Matthew 
Baugh,  the  son  of 
Bob  and  the  late 
Sandy  Baugh  of  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi 
Parish  in  Raleigh, 
professed  final 
vows  with  the  New 
Orleans  Province 


of  the  Society  of  Jesus  (commonly  called 
Jesuits)  at  St.  Charles  College  in  Grand 
Coteau,  La.  Matthew  had  completed  a 
two-year  process  of  Novitiate  -  a  time  to 
be  formed  in  the  spirituality  of  St.  Ignatius 
and  the  Jesuit  tradition. 

Matthew  graduated  from  Ravenscroft 
High  School,  and  then  went  on  to  receive 
a  BA  in  International  Development  from 
Duke  University.  He  attended  Oxford 
University  as  a  Rhodes  Scholar,  receiving 
two  degrees:  MSt  in  Refugee  Studies  and 
MPhil  in  International  Relations,  for  which 
he  was  also  awarded  the  Dasturzada  Dr. 


Jal  Pavry  Thesis  Prize.  He  received  a 
law  degree  from  Yale  University.  Matthew 
has  studied  Chinese  law  at  the  University 
of  Hong  Kong.  In  addition  to  speaking 
Mandarin  Chinese,  he  also  is  fluent  in 
Haitian  Creole  and  French.  In  the  midst 
of  his  many  studies,  he  spent  a  summer 
working  in  a  rural  health  clinic  in  Haiti 


where  he  co-wrote  and  recorded  1  8 
original  radio  programs  in  Haitian  Creole 
to  educate  audiences  about  critical  public 
health  issues.  After  completing  a  DPhil 
in  International  Relations  that  he  began 
before  joining  the  Jesuits  at  Oxford 
University  (England),  Matthew  will  begin 
studies  for  Ordination. 
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St.  John  de  Brebeuf  and  St.  Isaac  Jogues,  priests  and  martyrs,  and  their  com*  is 


Weekend  Recog- 
nizes Importance 
of  Lay  Ministry 

"Love  is  the  character- 
istic that  must  distinguish  us 
as  ministers.  And  I  see  such 
great  love  in  the  service 
rendered  by  lay  ministers 
in  this  Diocese.  But  we 
can  do  even  more."  Those 
were  the  words  of  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge  as  he  spoke  to  80 
lay  ministers  at  a  Celebra- 
tion of  Lay  Ministry  liturgy 
on  Saturday,  August  30  at 
Saint  Raphael  the  Archan- 
gel Church  in  Raleigh.  The 
day  began  with  a  Mass  at 
which  the  Bishop  recog- 
nized 1 3  members  of  the 
Lay  Ecclesial  Ministers  As- 
sociation (LEMA).  Twelve 
were  celebrating  anniversa- 
ries of  service: 

Veronica  Archam- 
bault,  30  years;  Janice 
Bashore-Scott,  1 0  years; 
Marion  Danforth,  40  years; 
Michael  Ellison,  25  years; 
Pat  Foran,  1  5  years;  James 
Hynes,  1 0  years;  Terri 
Kasopsky,  retired  after  over 
30  years;  Joan  Rose,  1 0 
years;  Cathy  Rusin,  20 
years;  Mary  Lynn  Whittaker, 
20  years;  Dianne  Young, 
1  5  years;  Gene  Pipas,  30 
years. 

Angela  Flynn,  Director 
of  Music  Ministry  at  St. 
Stephen  the  First  Martyr 
Parish  in  Sanford,  was  also 


recognized  for  receiving 
her  Master's  Degree  from 
the  Church  Music  Program 
at  St.  Joseph's  College  in 
Indiana. 

After  a  luncheon  fol- 
lowing the  Mass,  Bishop 
Burbidge  met  with  the 
group  for  a  dialogue  on 
issues  involving  lay  ministry 
and  evangelization. 

On  Sunday,  the  Bishop 
marked  the  first  Lay  Ministry 
Sunday  in  the  Diocese  with 
Mass  at  St.  Patrick  Church 
in  Fayetteville.  The  Bishop 
established  Lay  Ministry 
Sunday  "to  recognize  in 
a  special  way  those  who 
serve  as  lay  ministers  in 
our  Diocese."  In  his  homily, 
the  Bishop  pointed  out  that 
service  must  be  rooted  in 
thanksgiving  and  love.  "The 
gifts  we  have  are  not  ours 
because  we  deserve  them. 
They  are  ours  as  a  result 
of  God's  graciousness  and 
generosity,"  the  Bishop  said. 
In  sharing  these  gifts,  he 
continued,  "We  give  glory 


and  honor  and  praise  to  the 
One  who  is  the  source  of  all 
good  gifts." 

The  Bishop  said  that  "the 
love  that  compels  us  to  offer 
our  lives  and  to  use  our  gifts 
without  counting  the  cost  is 
the  same  love  that  leads  us 
to  be  faithful  to  God's  com- 
mands and  ways." 

After  Communion,  Ms. 
Bea  Callery,  Diocesan 
Director  of  the  Office  for 
Lay  Ministry  Formation, 
thanked  Bishop  Burbidge 
for  establishing  Lay  Ministry 
Sunday.  "The  best  way 
we  can  honor  Bishop 
Burbidge's  establishment 
of  this  Sunday,"  Ms.  Callery 
said,  "is  by  continuing  to 
serve  God  with  love  in  our 
parishes,  our  churches  and 
our  communities;  by  col- 
laborating respectfully  with 
the  Bishop,  the  clergy  and 
all  who  serve  alongside  us; 
and  by  encouraging  others 
to  answer  God's  call,  so 
that  they  too  might  experi- 
ence the  joy  of  service." 


"Peace  and  Justice  Are 
Natural  to  a  Franciscan" 


Mass  in  the  Extraordinary 
Form  Offered  at  St.  Mary, 
Wilmington 

On  August  30,  a  solemn  high  Mass 
in  the  extraordinary  form  was  offered  at  St. 
Mary  Church  in  Wilmington.  The  Mass  will 
now  be  offered  in  this  form  at  St.  Mary  on 
the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  at  7  pm.  Fr. 
Paul  M.  Parkerson,  Pastor  of  Sacred  Heart 
Parish  in  Dunn  and  Episcopal  Delegate  for 
the  Celebration  of  the  Sacred  Liturgy  in 
the  Forma  Extraordinaria,  was  the  princi- 
pal celebrant  for  the  inaugural  Mass.  He 
described  the  experience  of  offering  the 
Solemn  Mass  in  such  a  beautiful  and  his- 
toric church  as  St.  Mary's  as  "sublime." 

"Although  it's  true  of  the  Mass  almost  any- 
where," Fr.  Parkerson  said,  "stepping  out  of 
the  mundane  and  into  the  divine  was  palpable 


upon  ascending  the  steps  to  that  historic  altar 
where  the  Holy  Sacrifice  has  been  offered  so 
many  thousands  of  times  since  its  consecra- 
tion by  so  many  priests,  including  none  other 
than  James  Cardinal  Gibbons." 

Concelebrating  with  Fr.  Parkerson  were 
Fr.  Tim  Meares,  Pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Per- 
petual Help  Parish  in  Rocky  Mount,  and  Fr. 
Walter  Ospina,  Pastor  of  St.  Andrew  Parish 
in  Red  Springs.  In  attendance  and  represent- 
ing Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  was  Msgr. 
David  D.  Brockman,  Vicar  General  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh. 


"Our  God  is  a  compassionate  God," 
says  Sister  Joan  Jurski,  OSF,  Coordinator 
of  the  Peace  and  Justice/Respect  Life  Of- 
fice of  Catholic  Charities  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh.  "God  delights  to  be  with  the  simple 
and  those  rejected  by  the  world." 

The  Toledo,  Ohio  native,  who  has 
worked  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  for  1 8 
years,  professed  her  vows  as  a  Franciscan 
Sister  in  1  953.  Before  coming  to  Raleigh 
she  directed  volunteers  at  a  day  shelter 
for  homeless  people  in  Boston.  She  sees 
her  work  in  Peace  and  Justice  as  a  natural 
Franciscan  way  of  living.  "What  I  do  is 
simply  to  help  people  understand  that 
God  loves  them  and  wants  them  to  love 
each  other  and  all  of  creation,"  she  says. 
Sr.  Joan  provides  resources  and  training 
in  parishes  in  the  Diocese.  She's  involved 
in  educating  people  on  the  social  teach- 
ing of  the  Church,  raising  awareness  and 
alerting  people  to  opportunities  to  advocate 
for  those  in  need.  "I  remind  people  of  the 
dignity  of  life,"  she  says,  "from  conception 
to  natural  death.  Where  there  are  obstacles, 
I  try  to  help  people  respect  that  dignity." 

One  of  her  challenges  is  listening  and 
teaching  others  to  listen.  She  recalls  the 
meeting  of  St.  Francis  and  the  Sultan  of 
Egypt.  St.  Francis'  initial  goal  was  to  con- 
vert the  sultan  to  Christianity  or  to  become 
a  martyr  while  trying.  Instead,  he  came 
away  with  an  understanding  that  Chris- 
tians and  Muslims  could  live  in  respectful 
peace.  "Change  will  not  come  without 
dialog,"  she  says. 

Many  of  the  changes  for  which  Sr.  Joan 
works  -  an  end  to  abortion  and  capital 
punishment,  justice  for  immigrants  -  are 
frustratingly  slow.  "But  I  have  hope,"  she 
says.  "When  I  first  came  to  the  Diocese 
we  were  lobbying  to  rule  out  capital 
punishment  for  the  mentally  handicapped, 
and  that  law  eventually  passed.  The  other 
thing  that  gives  me  hope  and  courage  is 
that  change  is  the  Spirit's  doing,  not  mine. 
If  it  doesn't  happen  at  this  time,  that's  no 
reason  to  give  up.  We  are  only  God's 
instruments." 


f.  martyrs  October  1 9  |  St.  Paul  of  the  Cross,  priest  October  20  |  St.  John  of  Capistrano,  priest  October  23  |  St.  Anthony  Mary  Claret,  bishop  October  24  |  Feast  of  Ss.  Simon  and  Jude,  apostles  October  28  I 


ed... 


The  Authentic  Transformation 
of  "Useless"  Human  Suffering 

Human  beings  naturally 
recoil  at  the  prospect  of 
pain  and  suffering.  When 
a  sharp  object  pokes  us, 
we  instinctively  pull  away.  When  the  unpleasant 
neighbor  comes  up  on  caller  ID,  we  recoil  from 
answering  the  phone.  Our  initial  response  is  to  avoid 
noxious  stimuli  and  pain,  similar  to  most  animals. 


Yet  when  dealing  with  painful  or  unpleasant 
situations,  we  can  also  respond  deliberately  and  in 
ways  that  radically  differentiate  us  from  the  rest  of  the 
animal  kingdom. 

We  can  choose,  for  example,  to  confront  and 
endure  our  pain  for  higher  reasons.  We  know  that 
a  needle  will  hurt,  but  we  decide  to  hold  our  arm 
still  when  getting  an  injection  because  our  powers  of 
reason  tell  us  it  will  improve  our  health.  We  know  the 
pain  of  talking  to  our  difficult  neighbor,  but  we  figure 
that  we  should  rise  to  the  challenge  and  do  it  anyway, 
attempting  to  build  peace  in  the  neighborhood. 

We  can  also  approach  our  pain  and  suffering 
in  unreasonable  ways,  driven  by  worry  and  fear. 
When  we  suffer  from  a  difficult  relationship,  we  can 
turn  to  drugs,  alcohol  or  binge-eating.  When  we 
suffer  from  the  thought  of  continuing  a  pregnancy, 
we  can  terminate  it  by  taking  the  life  of  our  son  or 
daughter  by  abortion.  When  we  suffer  from  the 
pain  of  cancer,  we  can  short-circuit  everything  by 
physician-assisted  suicide. 

How  we  decide  to  respond  to  suffering,  whether 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the 
director  of  education 
at  the  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

(www.ncbcenter.org) 


rationally  or  irrationally,  is  one  of  the  most 
important  human  choices  we  make.  For  many  in 
our  society,  suffering  has  become  a  singular  evil  to 
be  avoided  at  all  costs,  leading  to  many  irrational 
and  destructive  decisions. 

While  physical  pain  is  widespread  in  the  animal 
world,  the  real  difference  for  human  beings  is  that 
we  know  we  are  suffering  and  we  wonder  why;  and 
we  suffer  in  an  even  deeper  way  if  we  fail  to  find 
a  satisfactory  answer.  We  need  to  know  whether 
our  suffering  has  meaning.  From  our  hospital  bed 
or  wheelchair,  we  can  hardly  avoid  the  piercing 
question  of  "why,"  as  grave  sickness  and  weakness 
make  us  feel  useless  and  even  burdensome  to 
others.  In  the  final  analysis,  however,  no  suffering 
is  "useless,"  though  a  great  deal  of  suffering  is  lost 
or  wasted  because  it  is  rejected  by  us,  and  we  fail  to 
accept  its  deeper  meaning.  Pope  John  Paul  II  often 
remarked  that  the  answer  to  the  question  of  the 
meaning  of  suffering  has  been  given  by  God  to  man 
in  the  Cross  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  field  of  Catholic  healthcare,  the  question 
of  suffering  arises  with  regularity,  and  while  the 
dedicated  practice  of  medicine  strives  to  lessen 
suffering  and  pain,  it  can  never  completely  eliminate 
it.  The  U.S.  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops,  in  an 
important  document  called  the  Ethical  and  Religious 
Directives  for  Catholic  Health  Care  Services,  reminds 
us  that  "patients  experiencing  suffering  that  cannot 


Bishop  Burbidge  Issues  Precautionary 
Guidelines  in  Light  of  H1N1  Virus 

►►  With  world  and  national  health  officials  cautioning 
about  the  H1  N1  Virus,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  is  requesting  parishes  to  put  into  place  several 
temporary  precautionary  measures  in  the  celebration 
of  the  Sacred  Liturgy  of  the  Mass.  Bishop  Burbidge  is 
asking  the  measures  be  put  into  effect  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, but  no  later  than  the  weekend  of  October  4-5.  In 
a  letter  to  the  faithful  in  the  Diocese,  the  Bishop  states 
the  measures  will  remain  in  effect  until  concern  over  the 
virus  subsides. 

"As  the  Sign  of  Peace  is  an  option  in  the  Sacred  Liturgy 
of  the  Mass,"  the  Bishop  wrote  in  an  official  letter  on  Sep- 
tember 1  1 ,  "I  ask  out  of  an  abundance  of  caution  that  this 
option  not  be  exercised  at  this  time.  In  addition,  regarding 


the  reception  of  Holy  Communion  from  the  Cup,  I  ask 
that  the  Eucharist  be  given  to  the  faithful  at  Mass  only 
under  the  species  of  the  Sacred  Body  of  Christ.  In  doing 
so,  we  are  reminded  that  the  Church  instructs  us  that 
Christ  is  truly  present,  Body,  Blood,  Soul  and  Divinity  in 
the  consecrated  host,  the  Sacred  Body  of  Christ." 

In  his  letter,  the  Bishop  also  especially  reminded 
Priests,  Deacons  and  Extraordinary  Ministers  of  Holy 
Communion  to  wash  their  hands  before  and  after  Mass. 
"Extraordinary  Ministers  of  Holy  Communion  or  Altar 
Servers  who  are  ill,  whether  from  the  flu  or  some  other 
illness,  are  asked  to  refrain  from  liturgical  ministry  until 
the  sickness  has  passed,"  the  Bishop  wrote. 

To  read  the  Bishop's  letter  in  full,  please  go  to  http:// 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org/docs/liturgy/LetterfromBish- 
opBurbidgeregardingH  1  N 1  virusEnglish.pdf  on  our 
Diocesan  Web  site. 
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Hi 


Without  Words 


be  alleviated  should  be  helped  to  appreciate  the 
Christian  understanding  of  redemptive  suffering." 

The  very  concept  of  "redemptive  suffering" 
suggests  that  there  is  much  more  to  human  suffering 
than  meets  the  eye,  and  that  it  is  not  simply  an 
unmitigated  evil  from  which  we  should  instinctively 
flee.  Rather,  it  is  a  mysterious  force  that  can  mold  us 
in  important  ways  and  mature  us,  a  force  we  ought  to 
learn  to  work  with  and  accept  as  part  of  our  human 
journey  and  destiny. 

Each  of  us,  in  our  pain  and  suffering,  can  become 
a  sharer  in  the  redemptive  suffering  of  Christ.  As 
children,  we  may  have  been  taught  those  famous 
three  words  by  our  parents  when  pain  and  suffering 
would  come  our  way:  "Offer  it  up!"  Those  simple 
words  served  to  remind  us  how  our  sufferings  can 
benefit  not  only  ourselves,  but  those  around  us  in 
the  mystery  of  our  human  communion  with  them. 
When  we  are  immobilized  in  our  hospital  bed, 
we  become  like  Christ,  immobilized  on  the  wood 
of  the  Cross,  and  powerful  redemptive  moments 
open  before  us,  if  we  accept  and  embrace  our  own 
situation  in  union  with  Him. 

Because  of  the  personal  love  of  the  Lord  towards 
us,  we  can  in  fact  make  a  very  real  addition  to  His 
plan  of  salvation  by  uniting  our  sufferings  to  His 
saving  Cross,  just  as  a  little  child  can  make 
a  very  real  addition  to  the  construction 
of  her  mother's  cake  when  she  lovingly 
allows  her  to  add  the  eggs,  flour,  and 
salt.  While  the  mother  could  do  it  all 
unaided,  the  child's  addition  is  real  and 
meaningful,  as  the  love  of  the  mother 
meets  the  cooperation  of  the  child  to 
create  something  new  and  wonderful. 
In  the  same  way,  God  permits  our 
sufferings,  offered  up,  to  make  an 
indelible  mark  in  His  work  of  Salvation. 
This  transformation  of  the  "uselessness" 
of  our  suffering  into  something  profoundly 
meaningful  serves  as  a  source  of  spritual  joy 
to  those  who  enter  into  it.  For  those  who 
are  in  Christ,  suffering  and  death  represent 
the  birth  pangs  of  a  new  and  redeemed 
creation.  Our  sufferings,  while  never 
desirable  in  themselves,  always  point  towards 
transcendent  possibilities  when  we  do  not  flee 
from  them  in  fear. 

Send  your  questions  to: 
"Since  you  asked ..." 
7 1 5  Nazareth  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 


Or:  reece@raldioc.org 
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s  this  issue  featuring  the  Franciscans  was 
being  prepared,  I  thought  more  than  once 
of  the  famous  instruction  of  St.  Francis  to 
.JL    JRl  "Preach  the  Gospel.  If  necessary,  use  words." 
Franciscans  -  at  least  it  was  my  experience  -  don't  as  a 
rule  talk  much  about  their  ministry  or  spirituality.  In- 
stead, they  simply  point  to  all  the  physically  and  spiri- 
tually needy  people  around  them,  all  the  places  where 
injustice  and  conflict  hold  sway.  The  gesture  is  wordless, 
but  the  message  is  clear:  "Get  to  work."  And  the  "work"  is 
building  God's  Kingdom  here  and  now.  One  Franciscan 
Sister  pointed  out  some  ways  she  sees  that  work 
being  accomplished  in  our  Diocese: 

•Those  working  to  save  the  lives  of  the  unborn 
•  Those  working  with  the  marginalized,  preparing  meals  for  migrant 
workers,  advocating  for  them  for  fair  treatment  and  respect 
*  Catholic  Charities  counseling  the  troubled  and  afflicted 
Project  Rachel  supporting  forgiveness  and  reconciliation 
with  a  loving  God 

•  The  generosity  of  parishioners  to  Catholic  Relief  Services 
connecting  with  the  poor  of  the  world 
•  Supporting  the  homeless  and  neglected  through  "Faith 
Support  Circles" 

•  Working  with  victims  of  domestic  abuse 

•  Working  for  climate  change  projects,  taking  the  St. 
Francis  Pledge  to  care  for  Creation  and  the  Poor 

•  Working  with  and  supporting  ex-offenders  to  ease  into 
society  once  again,  addressing  re-entry  issues  for  persons 
returning  from  prison 

In  any  case,  the  Franciscans  have  a  message  for  all  the 
children  of  God,  those  in  need  and  those  -  like  many  of  us 

-  in  a  position  to  help. 

This  month  we're  also  introducing  the  six  new  seminarians  for 
our  Diocese.  It  seems  clear,  and  the  men  and  women  discerning 
vocations  tell  us,  as  Holy  Hours  for  vocations  resume  throughout  the 
Diocese,  that  our  prayers  for  an  increase  in  priests  and  consecrated 
religious  are  bearing  fruit. 

Several  readers  wrote  after  our  last  issue  to  express  pleasure  over 
the  "Did  You  Know?"  feature  in  our  monthly  section  on  the  Year  for 
Priests.  One  family  said  that  this  was  especially  interesting  since  they 
were  new  to  the  Diocese  and  wanted  to  know  our  priests  better.  After 
seeing  the  responses  from  our  priests,  though,  I  think  there  will  be 
some  surprises  even  for  the  "old  timers"  as  this  feature  continues. 

-  Richard  Reece  is  Editor  of  NC  Catholics. 


We've  seen  a  decline  in  Mass 
attendance  over  the  last 
couple  of  decades.  Has  there 
been  a  change  in  the  theology 
of  communal  worship?  What 
are  people  missing  by  not 
being  active  in  the  life  of  the 
Church? 

By  reason  of  our  baptism,  all  of  us  are 
given  this  immense  privilege  of  being 
able  to  participate  in  the  Eucharist,  to  be 
able  to  share  in  the  worship  of  the  com- 
munity, which  is  the  holy  sacrifice  of  the 
Mass.  So  this  is,  first  of  all,  not  a  duty 
but  a  privilege  -  an  immense  privilege. 
That  said,  it  is  also  a  duty.  Sometimes 
people  don't  realize  that.  The  greater 
sorrow  is  they  also  don't  realize  it's  a 
privilege  because  they  don't  understand 
the  Mass.  That  explains  an  awful  lot  of 
the  negligence  that  exists.  But  we  must 
keep  in  mind  that  God  constantly  calls 
us  to  effort,  and  constantly  reminds  us 
that  he  is  God.  We  have  to  join  with 
Christ  in  worshipping  him.  And  actually, 
Mass  attendance  fluctuates.  In  some 
areas,  Mass  attendance  goes  down,  but 
in  many  places  in  the  Church,  there  is 
a  revival.  I  came  back  some  months 
ago  from  Nigeria,  and  what  an  incred- 
ible scene  it  is.  The  Masses  begin  at 
5: 1  5  a.m.,  every  day  of  the  week,  and 
people  fill  the  church.  So  there  are 
moments  of  lapse  on  the  part  of  all  of 
us,  but  we  must  keep  in  mind  that  many 
people  are  stirring  us  on  by  their  example. 
They  prompt  us  to  a  greater  fervor.  Why? 
Because  they  have  a  greater  realization 
of  the  duty  and  privilege  of  receiving  the 
Eucharist. 

What  does  a  Cardinal  do? 

Cardinal  Rigali  responds:  Most 
of  the  Cardinals  are  also  a  Bishop 
or  Archbishop  of  a  Diocese  and,  as 
such,  act  as  the  primary  catechist  for 


their  people.  That  role  doesn't  change 
when  a  man  becomes  a  Cardinal.  But 
being  a  Cardinal  adds  an  international 
dimension.  It  adds  a  participation  in 
some  of  the  different  organizations 
within  the  Vatican.  It  brings  with  it 


Words  of  wisdom  - 

can  you  complete  the  proverb? 

The  Sacred  Scriptures  teach  us 
"to  get  wisdom,  to  get  understanding!" 
(Proverbs  4:5)  Now  it  is  time  to  put  your- 
self  to  the  test  to  see  how  far  along 
you  are  in  this  quest  by  completing 
this  proverb.  Remember,  no  peeking 
into  your  Bible! 

 ,  honor  for  a 

fool  is  out  of  place. 

a.  Like  the  sparrow  in  its  flitting 

b.  Like  snow  in  the  summer,  or  rain  in 
harvest 

c  Like  one  who  entangles  the  stone 
in  the  sling 

(Answer:  b-Prov  26:1) 


the  need  to  be  present  in  Rome  to 
participate  in  various  other  organisms 
by  which  the  Pope  receives  counsel. 
Basically,  however,  as  a  Diocesan 
Bishop  or  Archbishop,  his  role  is 
the  same  -  but  with  more  demands. 
There  are  more  claims  on  his  time, 
more  appointments  to  be  kept  in 
trying  to  fulfill  the  duties  involved  in 
being  named  to  various  organiza- 
tions. So,  for  instance,  in  Rome  I  am 
a  member  of  the  Congregation  for 
Bishops  and  the  Congregation  of 
Divine  Worship.  This  is  an  added 
commitment  that  was  given  to  me 
as  a  Cardinal  over  and  above  the 
pastoral  role  of  trying  to  shepherd, 
with  wonderful  collaboration,  the 
Archdiocese  of  Philadelphia. 

-  Cardinal  Justin  Rigali  is  the  Archbishop  of  Philadel- 
phia. He  serves  on  many  committees  at  the  Vatican, 
and  attended  the  Second  Vatican  Council.  FAITH  is 
honored  to  ask  this  eminent  Catholic  churchman  and 
scholar  some  questions  about  the  Catholic  Church  in 
the  new  millennium.  Interview  by  Elizabeth  Solsburg 
and  Douglas  Culp 
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Catholic  Charities  Honored 
for  Family  Support  Circles 


►►  Catholic  Charities  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  was 
honored  last  month  for  a  program  it  helped  initiate  four 
years  ago  to  serve  some  200  evacuees  who  made  their  way 
to  the  Triangle  to  escape  the  wrath  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 
In  late  2005,  Catholic  Charities  partnered  with  Lutheran 
Family  Services  to  create  support  circles,  in  which  a  group 
of  parishioners  from  local  churches  would  work  together 
in  providing  assistance  to  an  individual  or  family  in  need. 
The  program  was  successful,  attracting  the  attention  of 
Raleigh  and  Wake  County  officials,  who  asked  Catholic 
Charities  and  participating  churches  if  they  would  be  in- 
terested in  continuing  the  project  as  part  of  Wake  County's 
10-year  plan  to  end  homelessness.  The  Diocesan  agency 
and  member  church- 
es said  yes  and  The 
Faith  Community 
Support  Circle  Pro- 
gram for  Homeless 
Families  was  born. 

On  September  25, 
the  program  will 
receive  the  2009 
Arnold  Andrews 
Award  for  Col- 
laborative Excel- 
lence, presented  by 
Ministering  Together, 
a  national  organiza- 
tion that  encourages 
dioceses,  parishes 
and  ministries  of  the 
Church  to  partner 
in  providing  health, 
education,  pastoral 
and  social  services. 

The  award  will  be  presented  at  the  annual  gathering  of 
Catholic  Charities  USA,  a  national  organization  made  up 
of  1,700  local  agencies  and  institutions  nationwide.  This 
years  conference  is  being  held  in  Portland,  Oregon. 

Accepting  the  award  will  be  Rick  Miller-Haraway,  Direc- 
tor of  the  Catholic  Charities  regional  office  in  Raleigh,  and 
Roberta  Macauley,  Director  of  the  Faith  Community  Sup- 
port Circle  Program  for  Homeless  Families. 

"This  recognition  will  be  shared  by  the  people  who 
contributed  to  the  support  circles  we've  had  since  the 
effort  to  reduce  homelessness  began,  including  the  37  we 
have  at  present,"  Miller-Haraway  said.  "They  represent  27 
churches  and  10  denominations." 

Catholic  Charities  invites  churches  to  become  involved 
in  the  program,  then  staff  meets  with  people  who  will 
form  the  support  circle,  training  them  and  instructing 
them  on  the  sensitivity  required  in  working  with  people 
who  live  in  poverty. 


While  volunteers  are  essential  to  the  program,  ihe  Ra- 
leigh director  said,  so  are  donors.  He  explained  the  city  of 
Raleigh  is  providing  $75,000  to  assist  in  rental  subsidies 
this  year  and  that  Wake  County  is  paying  for  the  program 
director's  position,  plus  an  additional  $10,000  in  support 
of  the  program.  Miller-Haraway  said  additional  financial 
support,  crucial  to  the  program,  is  being  made  available  by 
the  John  Rex  Endowment,  which  has  awarded  a  three-year 
grant,  and  by  the  A.  J.  Fletcher  Foundation.  He  cited  Jim 
and  Barbara  Goodmon,  benefactors  of  the  Fletcher  Foun- 
dation, for  their  personal  commitment  to  the  program  and 
their  work  in  promoting  the  program  to  the  local  business 
community. 

Roberta  Macauley,  director  of  the  Support  Circle  Pro- 
gram, said  currently  an  average  of  15  families  a  year  is 
being  helped.  With  the  addition  of  another  staff  worker  in 

the  next  few  months, 
it  is  hoped  that  num- 
ber will  be  increased 
to  30  families  a  year. 
Macauley  noted 
more  families  could 
be  helped  if  more 
churches  would 
become  involved  in 
the  program.  She 
said  it  requires  six 
to  ten  people  from 
a  church  commit- 
ting to  a  minimum 
of  one  year  working 
with  a  family.  It  also 
requires  an  approxi- 
mately $2,500  com- 
mitment from  the 
church  for  the  year 
to  help  support  the 
needs  of  the  family. 
In  selecting  the  Raleigh-Wake  County  program  as  its 
2009  national  winner,  the  Ministering  Together  selection 
committee,  called  the  Faith  Community  Support  Circle 
Program  the  "best  model  of  collaborative  excellence"  it 
encountered.  One  committee  member  noted  that  those 
involved  in  helping  the  less  fortunate  benefit  by  becoming 
aware  of  the  challenges  and  obstacles  faced  by  those  living 
in  poverty,  often  motivating  them  to  become  advocates  of 
systemic  change. 

Rick  Miller-Haraway  agrees.  "In  my  30-plus  years  of 
doing  social  work  and  ministry,"  he  said,  "this  is  the  best 
program  I've  ever  been  involved  with  in  terms  of  truly 
empowering  people  and  putting  our  faith  into  action." 

This  is  the  second  national  award  given  to  the  Sup- 
port Circle  Program.  In  2006,  the  Interagency  Council 
on  Homelessness  presented  it  with  the  "Home  for  Every 
American  Award"  for  its  work  assisting  Hurricane  Katrina 
families  who  made  their  way  to  Wake  County. 


The  "star 
of  the  sea"  saint 

Blessed  Mary  Angela  Truszkows 


eila 

santo  del  mar" 

bendijo  a  Maria  Angela 


Feast  day:  Oct.  1 0 
Beatified:  1 993 

Patron:  of  exiles  and  sick  people 
and  against  sickness 

Meaning  of  name:  Stella  maris  is  Latin  for  star  of  the  sea;  angela 
is  of  Greek  origin  for  messenger. 

Claim  to  fame:  She  was  bom  Sophia  Camille  in 
Kalisz,  a  small  city  in  central  Poland,  in  1 825.  She 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  prayer  and  reflec- 
tion, which  led  to  a  deep  spiritual  experience  at 
the  age  of  23.  She  joined  the  Society  of  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  and  worked  with  the  poor. 
She  founded  the  Congregation  of  the  Sisters 
of  St.  Felix  of  Cantalice  or  the  Felician  Sis- 
ters. As  a  consecrated  religious  woman,  she 
took  the  name  Sister  Mary  Angela. 

Why  beatified:  When  the  Congregation 
of  Felicians  took  its  new  place  in  the  Church  as  a 
religious  community  in  formation,  Sister  Mary  Angela  real- 
ized her  vocation  and  her  life's  destiny  in  God's  plans.  Her  deep 
prayer  life,  personal  holiness  and  compassionate  concern  for  others 
became  the  hallmark  of  her  role  as  spiritual  mother.  Her  dedication 
and  clarity  of  vision  attracted  newcomers  and  inspired  those  who 
had  already  joined  her  ranks. 

Best  quote:  "Help  all  without  discrimination,  friend  and  foe 
alike.  Everyone  is  our  neighbor!' 

How  she  died:  She  died  Oct.  10,  1899,  from  tuberculosis. 


Dfa  de  la  fiesta:  1 0  de  octubre 
Beatificada:  1 993 

Patrona:  de  los  exiliados  y  los  enfermos  y  contra  la  enfermedad 
Significado  del  nombre:  Stella  maris  es  en  latin  estrella  de 
mar,  Angela  es  del  griego  para  mensajera 

Famosa  por:  Su  nombre  de  bautizo  fue  Sofia  Camila.  Nacio 
en  Kalisz,  un  pequeno  pueblo  de  Polonia,  en  1 825.  Dedico 
^    mucho  tiempo  a  la  oracion  y  a  la  reflexion,  lo  cual  le 
llevo  a  una  experiencia  espirttual  muy  profunda  a  los 
veintitres  anos  de  edad.  Se  unio  a  la  Sociedad  de  San 
Vicente  de  Paul  y  trabajo  entre  los  pobres.  Fundo 
la  Congregation  de  las  Hermanas  de  San  Felix  de 
Cantalicio  o  las  Hermanas  Felicianas.  Como  religiosa 
consagrada,  se  llamo  Hermana  Maria  Angela. 

Por  que  fue  beatificada:  Cuando  la 
Congregation  de  las  Felicianas  adquirio  un  lugar 
dentro  de  la  Iglesia  como  una  comunidad  religiosa  en 
formation,  la  Hermana  Maria  Angela  se  dio  cuenta  de 
su  vocation  y  de  su  destino  en  los  planes  de  Dios.  Su  vida  de 
profunda  oracion,  santidad  personal,  preocupacion  y  compasion 
con  otros,  se  convirtio  en  la  cumbre  de  su  funcion  como  Madre 
Espiritual.  Su  dedication  y  claridad  de  vision  atrajo  a  muchas 
personas  e  inspiro  a  aquellas  que  ya  se  habian  unido  a  ella. 

Frase  mas  conocida:  "Debemos  ayudar  sin 
discrimination,  a  los  amigos  y  los  enemigos  por  igual.  Todo  el 
mundo  es  nuestro  vecino." 

Como  murio:  Murio  el  1 0  de  octubre  de  1 899  de 
tuberculosis. 


Diocese  Conducts 

"Theology  of  the  Body  for  Teens"  Training 

►►  More  than  1 30  men  and  women  took  part  in  a  Diocesan  sponsored 
training  session  on  "Theology  of  the  Body  for  Teens."  The  day-long  session, 
held  July  3 1  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church  in  Raleigh,  focuses  on  the 
teaching  of  Pope  John  Paul  II. 

The  presenter  was  Colin  Maclver  of  Ascension  Press,  a  Catholic  publishing 
house  which  has  developed  the  program  designed  especially  for  teenagers. 
Maclver  is  a  teacher  at  St.  Scholastica  High  School  in  Covington,  LA  and 
youth  minister  at  St.  Anselm's  Parish  in  Madisonville,  LA.  The  training  is  for 
Priests,  DRE's,  parish  youth  ministers,  high  school  teachers  and  parents. 
Diana  de  Calle  with  Hispanic  Faith  Formation  at  Saint  Raphael  the  Arch- 
angel Church  in  Raleigh  said  the  workshop  was  important  to  her  ministry. 
She  says  her  parish  is  introducing  a  new  religious  education  program  for 
Hispanic  teens  and  Theology  of  the  Body  will  be  a  part  of  it.  She  says  the 
Church  needs  to  be  a  guide  for  our  young  people  who  are  facing  the  chal- 
lenges of  new  language,  culture  and  environment.  She  says  they  are  facing 
many  conflicting  messages  at  this  time  and  that  this  explanation  of  God's  gift 


and  love  will  be  vital 
to  their  formation. 
Ann  Garrett  of  Saint 
Catherine  of  Siena 
in  Wake  Forest  at- 
tended as  a  parent 
of  two  pre-teen  age 
girls.  She  explained 
she  is  beginning 
the  conversation 
with  her  children 
about  dating  and 
this  gives  her  and 

her  husband,  Jeff,  an  excellent  source  to  begin 
says,  "is  a  beautiful  way  to  approach  it." 

The  Garretts  are  facilitators  for  the  Diocesan  Marriage  Preparation  pro- 
gram. Theology  of  the  Body  is  part  of  the  Marriage  Preparation  program 
and  will  be  included  in  all  of  the  Diocese's  catechetical  programs.  The  train- 
ing in  Raleigh  was  one  of  two  sessions  offered;  the  other  took  place  August 
1  at  Saint  Mark  Church  in  Wilmington. 


"Explaining  God's  love,"  she 
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Voices     in     our  Church 


pastor's   perspective  I 


Saint  Benedict 

the  Moor 


||  la   naturaleza   de   nuestra   fe  I 


Celebration 
de  la  Hispanidad 


Among  African  Americans, 
after  the  Virgin  Mary  there  are 
two  especially  popular  saints, 
Saint  Benedict  the  Moor  and 
Saint  Martin  De  Porres.  Many  churches 
and  schools  in  the  Black  community  are 
named  after  these  two  saints. 

In  my  experience  people  seem  to  know  more  about  Blessed 
Martin.  Therefore,  I  will  write  about  Saint  Benedict  the  Moor. 
Moor  was  the  word  used  among  Europeans  for  Africans  at  the 
time  that  Saint  Benedict  lived,  in  the  16th  Century. 

Saint  Benedicts  parents  were  Africans  who  were  brought 
from  Ethiopia  to  be  slaves  in  Sicily  near  Messina.  They  were 
eventually  converted  to  Catholicism.  Because  of  the  "loyal 
service"  of  Saint  Benedicts  parents,  the  owners  granted  free- 
dom to  their  son. 

He  continued  to  work  with  his  parents  for  small  wages, 
sharing  those  wages  with  those  in  need.  His  generosity, 
patience  and  lifestyle  were  noticed  by  the  leader  of  a  group  of 
Franciscan  hermits.  They  invited  him  to  join,  which  he  did. 
Saint  Benedict  eventually  became  their  leader. 

When  Pope  Pius  IV  ordered  the  hermits  to  join  religious 
communities,  Saint  Benedict  became  a  member  of  the  Fran- 
ciscan Friary  of  Mary  in  Palermo.  Once  again  he  was  chosen 
to  be  the  Superior.  He  was  instrumental  in 
helping  the  Order  adopt  a  stricter  version 
■L,      _     ol  the  Franciscan  Rule.  Saint  Benedict 
jfl    ~  pl^*    later  became  the  Novice  Master.  He  held 
these  responsibilities  even  though  he  was 
an  illiterate  lay  Brother  and  not  a  priest. 
He  became  the  cook  of  the  friary  in  his  last 
years. 

In  1743,  Benedict  the  Moor  was 
beatified  by  Pope  Benedict  XIV  In 
1807,  Pope  Pius  VII  canonized  him. 
When  his  body  was  exhumed  it  was 
found  to  be  incorrupt.  Devotion  to 
Saint  Benedict  has  spread  throughout 
Latin  America,  especially  in  Mexico  and 
Argentina.  And  there  is  a  very  deep 
devotion  to  him  in  Brazil,  where  the 
various  Brazilian  States  celebrate  his 
feast  on  different  dates.  Benedict  is 
honored  as  a  confessor  even  by  the 
Lutherans,  on  April  4. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden 


Celebramos  un  ario  mas  de  la 
herencia  hispana,  recordando  los 
origenes  de  las  razas,  las  riquezas 
de  las  culturas  y  la  presencia  de 
cada  hispano  como  tesoros  y  como  llamada, 
para  ejercer  nuestra  vocation  de  hermanos  y 
constructores  de  la  comunidad. 

Por  eso  es  necesario  valorar  los  numeros  crecientes  de  personas 
que  comparten  nuestra  comunidad,  los  nacimientos,  los  cupos 
en  las  escuelas,  las  universidades,  la  demanda  de  trabajos  en  el 
campo  y  en  las  fabricas.  Sin  embargo,  tambien  se  ve  la  terrible 
realidad  del  desempleo. 

Los  numeros  crecientes  impresionan  a  muchos.  La  Iglesia 
se  preocupa  cuando  el  niimero  de  sacerdotes  no  es  suficiente 
para  responder  a  tanta  necesidad  como  es  la  demanda  de 
celebraciones,  la  atencibn  a  las  necesidades  espirituales,  la 
formacion  de  lideres,  la  atencion  a  las  familias,  la  promocion 
de  vocaciones,  la  atencion  en  la  catequesis  y  en  todo  lo  que 
se  requiere  hoy  para  ayudar  a  los  feligreses  a  ser  parte  de  la 
comunidad  y  crecer  en  su  fe  para  dar  una  respuesta  fiel  en  la 
caridad  al  Dios  verdadero. 

En  este  ano  que  el  Santo  Padre  Benedicto  XVI  ha  promulgado 
como  el  ano  sacerdotal,  cuando  celebramos  la  herencia  hispana, 
tenemos  que  ver  que  tener  sacerdotes  en  nuestras 
parroquias  es  un  don,  un  regalo  de  Dios,  pero  que 
al  mismo  tiempo  es  una  responsabilidad  de  todos 
para  ayudar  a  que  los  hombres  consagrados  al 
ministerio  de  Dios,  que  sirven  a  la  comunidad, 
encuentren  en  ella  la  reception  de  sus  esfuerzos 
y  la  inspiration  para  responder  a  Dios  con 
hdelidad. 

Rodeemos  a  nuestros  sacerdotes  como 
los  lideres  de  nuestra  fe,  valoremos  su 
vida,  su  consagracion  a  traves  de  nuestra 
reflexion  personal  y  comunitaria. 
Oremos  para  que  su  hdelidad  sea  el 
fruto  de  nuestra  vivencia  en  la  Iglesia 
y  para  que  su  fidelidad  y  entrega 
inspire  a  muchos  a  servir  a  Dios  y  a  sus 
hermanos  en  este  ministerio  sacerdotal. 
De  manera  especial,  pidamos  que  de 
nuestra  herencia  hispana  broten  frutos 
que  ayuden  a  extender  el  Reino  de  Dios 
en  medio  de  nuestras  comunidades  con 
nuevas  vocaciones. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


Last  April  some  1 ,800  Friars  Minor,  Conventual  Franciscans, 
Capuchins  and  Third  Order  Regular  Franciscans  attended  a 
gathering  in  Assisi,  Italy,  celebrating  the  800th  anniversary  of 
papal  approval  of  the  Franciscan  rule.  Participants  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  their  founder,  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  with 
many  activities  centered  around  or  near  the  Basilica  of  St. 
Mary  of  the  Angels,  which  houses  the  Portiuncula  chapel  -- 
the  small  church  where  St.  Francis  experienced  his  conver- 
sion. Praying  before  a  cross,  Francis  had  asked,  "Lord,  what 
shall  I  do?"  The  Lord  answered  him,  "Francis,  go  and  rebuild 
My  Church,  which  is  fallen  into  ruin." 


Father  Mark  Reamer,  OFM,  Pas- 
tor of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish  in 
Raleigh,  was  one  of  eight  representa- 
tives from  the  Franciscan  Holy  Name 
Province  to  attend  the  gathering  in 
Assisi.  The  friars  traveled  by  bus  from 
Assisi  to  Castel  Gandolfo,  where  they 
crowded  into  a  small  courtyard  to  hear 
Pope  Benedict  XVI,  who  challenged 
them  to  be  witnesses  to  the  Resurrec- 
tion. Writing  to  his  parishioners,  Father 
Reamer  shared  some  of  the  Holy 
Father's  remarks: 

"Continue  to  proclaim  with  passion 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  Every  Brother 
and  every  Sister  should  keep  always 
a  contemplative  mood,  happy  and 
simple;  always  begin  from  Christ,  as 
Francis  set  out  from  the  gaze  of  the 
Crucifix  of  San  Damiano. .  .to  see  the 
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face  of  Christ  in  our  brothers  and 
sisters  who  suffer  and  bring  to  all  His 
peace.  Be  witnesses  to  the  "beauty" 
of  God,  which  Francis  was  able  to 
sing... Go  and  continue  to  'repair the 
house'  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  his 
Church. . .  Like  Francis,  always  start 
with  yourselves.  We  are  the  first  house 
that  God  wants  to  restore.  If  you  are 
always  able  to  renew  yourselves  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Gospel,  you  will  continue 
to  assist  the  pastors  of  the  Church  to 
make  more  and  more  beautiful  the 
Church's  face,  that  of  the  bride  of 
Christ." 

In  North  Carolina,  Franciscans  have 
been  serving  since  the  Diocese  of  Ra- 
leigh was  established  in  1  924.  At  that 
time,  Franciscan  Sisters  were  teaching 
Black  children  in  Wilmington.  In  the 


Franciscans 
Currently  Serving 
in  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh 

Franciscans  of  the 
Holy  Name  Province 

•  Fr.  Julian  Jagudilla, 
O.F.M. 

•  Fr.  David  McBriar,  O.F.M. 

•  Fr.  William  McConville, 
O.F.M. 

•  Fr.  William  Mclntyre,  Jr., 
O.F.M. 

•  Fr.  Daniel  McLellan, 
O.F.M. 

•  Fr.  Steven  Patti,  O.F.M. 

•  Fr.  Mark  Reamer,  O.F.M. 


Conventual 
Franciscans 


•  Fr.  Robert  Benko, 
O.F.M.  Conv. 

•  Fr.  Pedro  de  Oliveira, 
O.F.M.  Conv. 

•  Fr.  James  Fukes,  O.F.M. 
Conv. 

•  Fr.  Paul  Gabriel,  O.F.M., 
Conv. 

•  Fr.  Jacek  Leszczynski, 
O.F.M.,  Conv 

•  Fr.  Joseph  Madden, 
O.F.M.  Conv. 

•  Fr.  Gerald  Waterman, 
O.F.M.  Conv. 


Franciscan  Sisters  of 
Sylvania,  Ohio 

•  Sr.  Joan  Jurski,  O.SF. 

Franciscan  Sisters  of 
Philadelphia 

•  Sr.  Damian  Marie 
Jackson,  O.S.F . 

Franciscan  Friars 
of  the  Atonement 

•  Fr.  David  Fitzgerald,  S.A. 

•  Fr.  Thomas  Gumprecht, 
S.A. 

•  Brother  William  Martyn, 
S.A. 


story 


'30s  and  '40s,  Franciscan  Sisters, 
Brothers,  Fathers,  as  well  as  Friars  of 
the  Atonement,  expanded  their  efforts 
to  educate  the  poor  and  disenfran- 
chised and  to  open  churches  where  all 
God's  children  would  be  welcome.  In 
today's  Raleigh  Diocese,  20  spiritual 
descendants  of  St.  Francis  are  active 
in  ministry  and  service. 

Speaking  about  today's  challeng- 
es, Father  Steven  Patti,  OFM,  Paro- 
chial Vicar  at  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion Parish  in  Durham,  emphasized 
the  role  of  Franciscans,  since  their 
founding,  as  peacemakers.  "As  a 
herald  of  the  Gospel,"  he  explained, 
"Francis  understood  that  his  call 
was  to  help  bring  together  what  had 
fallen  apart,  to  reconcile  opposites. 
And  this  is  why  he  remains  so  vital 
to  us  today.  There  is  much  conflict 
and  violence  in  our  lives,  and  in  our 
world.  Francis  points  to  Christ  and, 
marvels  at  the  gift  of  the  Eucharist; 
he  asks  us  to  step  back  in  wonder  at 
the  beauty  of  God's  creation,  and  be 
bearers  of  God's  peace  and  good- 
ness in  our  own  lives." 

"On  behalf  of  the  Diocese  of  Ra- 
leigh, I  express  profound  thanks  to 
the  Franciscan  priests,  Consecrated 
Religious  and  Secular  Franciscans 
for  their  generous  service  in  our 
Diocese  throughout  the  years  and 
still  today,"  said  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of 
Raleigh.  "Through  their  example, 
teaching  and  compassionate  care 
of  others,  the  spirit  of  St.  Francis  is 
alive  in  our  midst!" 


Fr.  David  McBriar,  OFM,  Parochial  Vicar 
at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  Raleigh 


Fr.  Daniel  McLellan,  OFM,  Pastor  of 
Immaculate  Conception,  Durham. 


Ml  Franciscans  Honor  Bishop  Gossman  In  2006,  Bishop  E  Joseph  Gossman  was  presented  a  Decree  of  Affiliation 
and  a  Franciscan  robe  by  the  Franciscans  of  the  Province  of  the  Most  Holy  Name  of  Jesus.  This  is  the  highest  honor  the 
Franciscan  Order  of  Friars  Minor  can  bestow  on  persons  outside  the  Order  who  have  advanced  the  values  and  ideals  of 
St.  Francis  and  have  assisted  the  friars  in  living  and  proclaiming  the  Gospel. 


The  Prayer 
of  St.  Francis 

►►  Lord,  make  me  an  instrument 
of  Your  peace, 

Where  there  is  hatred,  let  me  sow  love; 
where  there  is  injury,  pardon; 


where  there  is  doubt,  faith; 

where  there  is  despair,  hope; 

where  there  is  darkness,  light; 

where  there  is  sadness,  joy; 

O  Divine  Master,  grant  that  I  may  not 

so  much  seek  to  be  consoled  as  to 

console; 


to  be  understood  as  to  understand; 

to  be  loved  as  to  love. 

For  it  is  in  giving  that  we  receive; 

it  is  in  pardoning 

that  we  are  pardoned; 

and  it  is  in  dying 

that  we  are  born  to  eternal  life. 
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The  Story  of  the  Franciscans 
800  Years  after  their  founding, 
the  challenge  continues 

►►  Francis  of  Assisi  was  born  in  1 182,  son  of  a  cloth  merchant 
In  his  youth  he  was  caught  up  working  in  the  family  business 
and  enjoying  himself.  However,  after  being  taken  prisoner  in  a 
war,  he  began  to  re-evaluate  the  purpose  of  his  life.  He  was  first 
moved  to  reach  out  to  lepers,  the  most  marginalized  people  in 
his  society,  going  among  them  to  minister  to  their  needs.  Then, 
in  1206,  praying  one  day  in  the  tumble-down  church  of  San 
Damiano,  he  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus  calling  him  to  "rebuild 
my  house."  Francis  took  this  command  literally  and  sold  some 
valuable  cloth  to  obtain  funds.  This  led  to  his  being  publicly 
disowned  by  his  father,  whereupon,  in  a  dramatic  gesture, 
Francis  stripped  himself  naked  before  the  assembled  people  of 
Assisi,  symbolizing  his  break  with  the  past.  "From  now  on,"  he 
declared,  "I  will  no  longer  say  'my 
father,  Pietro  Bemardone,'  but 
'Our  Father,  who  are  in  heaven.' 
From  then  on,  Francis  lived  on 
the  margins  of  society  owning 
nothing  but  a  rough  tunic,  work- 
ing at  menial  tasks  or  begging  for 
his  food.  His  particular  concern 
was  for  the  outcasts  of  society 
In  1208,  Francis's  life  took  a 
further  turn  when  he  was  joined 
by  a  few  companions  and  was 
inspired  to  live  a  life  "according 
to  the  pattern  of  the  Gospel." 
Critical  here  were  the  instructions 
that  Jesus  gave  his  disciples  when 
He  sent  them  out  "to  proclaim 
the  good  news:  'The  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  at  hand.'  Cure  the  sick, 
raise  the  dead,  cleanse  the  lepers, 
cast  out  demons.  Freely  you  have 
received,  freely  give.  Take  no  gold, 
silver  or  copper  in  your  belts,  no 
bag  for  your  journey, .  .  for  the 
laborer  deserves  his  living.  .  .  let 

your  peace  come  upon  your  hearers"  (Matthew  10.7-10).  Thus  Francis 
and  his  first  companions  began  calling  others  to  respond  to  the 
Gospel  call  of  personal  conversion. 

In  1209,  they  travelled  together  to  Rome,  to  obtain  Pope  Inno- 
cent Ill's  approval  of  a  simple  Rule  for  their  life  together  as  "Lesser 
Brothers."  Then,  as  now,  it  would  have  been  extremely  difficult 
for  anyone,  let  alone  such  an  insignificant  group,  to  gain  an  audi- 
ence with  the  Pope.  Francis  and  his  companions  were  fortunate 
in  that  the  Bishop  of  Assisi,  Guido,  had  introduced  them  to  one 
of  Pope  Innocent's  closest  advisors,  the  Benedictine  Cardinal, 
John  of  St.  Paul.  John  urged  the  litde  band  to  adopt  one  of  the 
already  established  forms  of  religious  life  in  the  medieval  Church: 
Monks,Hermits,  or  Canons.  But  Francis  was  convinced  of  the 
distinct  originality  of  the  path  he  and  his  brothers  had  taken. 


Won  over  by  their  sincerity,  the  Cardinal  agreed  to  present  them 
before  Pope  Innocent  in  the  next  consistory,  an  open  court  held 
several  times  a  week  in  which  the  Pope,  advised  by  his  Cardinals, 
examined  and  resolved  cases  presented  by  petitioners. 

Despite  some  initial  misgivings,  Pope  Innocent  did  grant  Fran- 
cis' petition  to  lead  a  radical  Gospel  life,  authorizing  him  and  his 
brothers  to  preach  penance  to  the  people  as  well,  thus  officially 
launching  the  Franciscan  movement. 

Their  sense  of  mission  originally  sent  Francis  and  his  brothers 
to  work  among  their  neighbors  in  Assisi,  informally  spreading 
the  Gospel  message.  But  very  soon,  especially  as  the  Lesser 
Brothers  began  to  spread  to  different  countries,  they  began 
taking  on  official  ministries  on  behalf  of  the  Church.  More  and 
more  educated  clerics  entered  their  ranks,  such  as  Anthony  from 
far-off  Portugal,  who  would  eventually  be  identified  with  Padua, 
the  city  in  Northern  Italy  where  he  came  to  be  a  noted  preacher. 
Soon  Franciscans  were  not  only  preaching,  but  becoming  con- 
fessors, chaplains,  professors  of 
theology,  diplomats  and  intrepid 
missionaries  on  behalf 
of  the  Church.  In  all  of  these 
roles,  they  always  tried  to 
maintain  their  popular  "blue-col- 
lar" origins,  identifying  with  the 
working  classes  and  reaching  out 
to  the  poor  and  abandoned  of 
society. 

As  Franciscans  celebrate  the 
800th  anniversary  of  the  Order's 
founding,  the  General  Minister  of 
the  Order  of  Friars  Minor,  Brother 
Jose  Rodriguez  Carballo,  chal- 
lenges them,  reminding  them  that 
this  anniversary  cannot  simply  be 
about  remembering  and  recount- 
ing a  glorious  history.  "It  is  a 
graced  moment  for  Franciscans 
to  take  up  anew  the  challenge  of 
the  Second  Vatican  Council  to 
examine  'the  signs  of  our  times' 
in  light  of  the  Gospel,  and  thus 
recreate  Francis'  charism  in  light 
of  the  challenges  of  the  present  world.  We  wish  to  return  to  the 
essentials  of  our  Gospel  'form  of  life'  by  re-reading  it  and  re-in- 
carnating it  in  the  cultural  reality  of  today" 

Fr.  Dominic  Monti,  Vicar  Provincial  of  Holy  Name  Province 
concludes:  "One  thing  is  clear:  our  Franciscan  life  according 
to  the  pattern  of  the  Gospel'  is  not  an  abstract  theory  or  amor- 
phous spiritual  ideal.  It  requires  us,  as  Francis  did,  to  discern  the 
concrete  ways  in  which  the  needs  of  our  world  and  its  people 
are  calling  us  to  empty  ourselves  in  imitation  of  the  poor  and 
humble  Christ.  This  is  the  only  way  that  we,  like  Francis,  can 
rebuild  the  Church  of  God  in  our  day" 

-  Adapted  with  permission  from  Fr.  Dominic  Monti,  O.F.M.'s,  book:  Francis  and 
His  Brothers  (St.  Anthony  Messenger  Press,  2009). 


Meet  six  New 
Seminarians 

for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 


Yea 


This  summer  the 
Diocese  of  Ra- 
leigh welcomed 
six  young  men 
into  its  priestly  formation 
program.  Bishop  Burbidge 
has  asked  the  faithful  to 
pray  for  these  men  and 
for  all  our  seminarians, 
especially  during  this  Year 
for  Priests. 


arts  as  hobbies,  and  has  a  special 
devotion  to  Saint  Ignatius  of  Loyola 
and  also  to  Saint  Joseph  of  Cuper- 
tino, "since  he  is  the  patron  of  thesis 
writers  and  test  takers." 


Ramon  I.  Garcia  was  born  in  West 
Lafayette,  Indiana.  He  attended  high 
and  college  in  Connecticut,  and 
completed  his  doctorate  in  Biosta- 
tistics  at  UNC-Chapel  Hill.  He  is 
a  member  of  Holy  Cross  Parish 
in  Durham.  "My  parents  and  the 
example  of  holy  priests  inspired  me 
to  become  a  priest,"  he  says,  and 
advises  young  men  who  may  be 
called  by  God  to  "sincerely  confront 
your  vocation.  Otherwise  you  will 
never  have  peace.  Listen,  in  silence, 
to  what  God  wants  you  to  do." 

Ramon  cites  exercising,  reading 
spiritual  books  and  mixed  martial 


Philip  G.  Johnson,  a  native  of 
Greensboro,  NC,  and  a  member  of 
Sacred  Heart  Parish  in  Dunn,  gradu- 
ated from  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy  in  Annapolis,  MD,  and 
served  in  the  Navy  before  entering 
the  seminary.  Philip  has  a  special 
devotion  to  Servant  of  God  and  "Tar 
Heel  Apostle"  Father  Thomas  Fred- 
erick Price,  also  a  native-born  North 
Carolinian.  And  like  Father  Price,  he 
especially  admires  St.  Bernadette. 
"She  gave  us  an  excellent  example  of 
perseverance  in  the  face  of  sickness 
and  suffering,"  he  explains.  "Although 
the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  appeared  to 
Bernadette  eighteen  times,  it  was  re- 


ally her  1  3  years  of  patient  prayer  and 
suffering  in  the  convent  that  led  to  her 
canonization." 

This  Navy  veteran's  favorite  Scrip- 
ture passage  is  Luke  5:4:  "[Jesus] 
said  to  Simon:  'Launch  out  into  the 
deep,  and  let  down  your  nets  for  a 
catch.'  And  Simon  answering  said  to 
him:  'Master,  we  have  labored  all  the 
night,  and  have  taken  nothing:  but  at 
thy  word  I  will  let  down  the  net.'" 

"The  Lord  often  asks  us  to  'launch 
out  into  the  deep'  when  we  don't  know 
what  the  future  holds,"  he  says,  "but 
He  is  in  control  of  everything  and  will 
not  let  us  down  as  long  as  we  remain 
faithful  and  trust  in  Him." 


Ian  C.  Van  Heusen  was  an  Eng- 
lish Teacher  at  Terry  Sanford  High 
School  before  entering  the  seminary. 
He  also  taught  at  Saint  Patrick's 
Catholic  School  in  Fayetteville.  A 


►►  For  information  on  the  priesthood,  contact  Father  Ned  Shlesinger,  Directc 


Corning,  New  York,  native,  Ian  is  a 
member  of  St.  Michael's  Maronite 
Catholic  Church  in  Fayetteville.  He 
says  that  the  Maronite  Monks  of  the 
Most  Holy  Trinity  inspired  him  to  seek 
the  Priesthood. 

His  hobbies  are  soccer,  painting 
and  writing,  and  he  admires  Saint 
John  of  the  Cross  and  Saint  Ephraim. 
"Both  of  them  are  great  poets,"  he 
says.  His  advice  to  youth  discerning 
religious  vocations:  "If  today  you  hear 
His  voice,  harden  not  your  heart." 


Johnathan  G.  Hair  has  grown  up  in 
the  Triangle.  The  son  of  Joseph  and 
Phoebe  Hair,  he  attended  Fuquay- 
Varina  High  school  and  is  a  member 
of  St.  Bernadette  Parish  in  Fuquay- 
Varina.  "Every  priest  I  knew  growing 
up  had  a  positive  influence  on  me," 
Johnathan  says.  The  lives  of  Pope 
John  Paul  II,  Saint  John  Bosco  and 
Saint  Padre  Pio  were  also  inspirations 
to  him. 

"Pray  Pray  Pray!"  is  Johnathan's 
advice  for  those  discerning  voca- 
tions. "Trust  in  the  Lord.  Take  a 
leap  of  faith  and  know  that  the  Lord 
is  walking  and  guiding  you  step  by 
step."  Not  surprisingly,  one  of  his 
favorite  Scripture  quotes  is  Jesus' 
admonition  to  the  disciples  in  Mat- 
thew 1  9:26:  "For  human  beings  this 
is  impossible,  but  for  God  all  things 
are  possible." 

For  the  2009-201 0  academic 
year,  Johnathan  will  be  doing  a  pasto- 
ral year  within  our  Diocese. 


B.  Philip  List  credits  several  North 
Carolina  priests  with  influencing  him 
to  consider  the  Priesthood.  A  graduate 
of  NC  State  University,  Phil  attended 
Mass  at  the  Doggett  Center  and  St. 
Joseph  in  Raleigh,  and  is  grateful  for 
the  examples  of  Father  Alex  Gonzalez 
and  Monsignor  John  Williams.  He  was 
also  inspired  by  Father  George  Kloster 
at  St.  William  Church  in  Murphy,  NC, 
where  he  attended  high  school,  and  his 
friend,  Phil  Koshute,  whom  he  calls  "a 
great  encouragement  and  inspiration 
for  sharing  the  Gospel  truth  in  action 
and  word."  Koshute  is  a  member  of  the 
Missionaries  of  the  Eucharist,  who  walk 
each  summer  from  Lewiston,  Maine 
to  Washington,  DC,  to  proclaim  the 
beauty  of  the  Catholic  faith,  specifically 
through  the  Theology  of  the  Body. 

Among  his  hobbies  Phil  lists  foot- 
ball, basketball,  reading,  traveling  and 
computing.  His  favorite  saint  is  one  of 
his  patrons,  Saint  Philip  Neri.  "He  was 
humble,  joyful,  active,  penitent,  prayer- 
ful and  funny,"  Philip  explains,  "and 
was  uniquely  responsive  to  everybody 
who  approached  him,  whether  they 
sought  his  help  or  meant  him  harm." 

He  advises  all  young  people  to 
"pray  faithfully,  knowing  that  God 
wants  you  to  follow  His  plan  for  you,  a 
plan  which  is  just  for  you.  Spend  time 
in  counsel  with  wise  people,  especially 
priests.  Definitely  try  to  get  a  spiritual 
director.  As  Father  Ned  Shlesinger  ad- 
vised me,  see  where  the  Lord  seems 
to  be  leading  you,  because  He  won't 


necessarily  speak  to  you  in  a  boom- 
ing voice  with  explicit  instructions,  but 
always  in  the  silence  of  your  heart." 


Robert  L  Schmid  Jr.  thanks  the 
people  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  "for 
their  spiritual  welcome  and  prayerful 
support."  A  Virginia  native,  Rob  at- 
tended Christendom  College  in  Front 
Royal,  VA,  and  has  recently  served  a 
summer  assignment  at  St.  James  Par- 
ish in  Henderson,  NC.  He  mentions 
two  priests  who  have  been  especially 
influential  in  his  life: 

"The  first  was  my  priest  as  I  was 
growing  up:  Fr.  Damian  Abbaticchio. 
His  spirit  of  priestly  sacrifice  inspired 
my  interest  in  the  priesthood  at  an 
early  age.  God  called  Fr.  Damian 
to  his  reward  in  2006  after  more 
than  60  years  of  priestly  service. 
The  second  was  Fr.  Kevin  Willis,  who 
inspired  me  to  reconsider  a  priestly 
vocation  at  a  time  when  it  was  the 
furthest  thing  from  my  mind."  Another 
model  for  Robert  is  Saint  Lorenzo 
Ruiz  of  the  Philippines:  "He  was  the 
first  canonized  Filipino  martyr.  He  left 
his  homeland  to  witness  to  Christ  in 
Japan  during  a  time  of  persecution, 
and  chose  to  endure  torture  and  death 
rather  than  deny  Christ.  That  example 
of  love  and  fidelity  in  the  face  of  death 
shows  me  what  it  means  to  me  to  be  a 
disciple  of  Jesus." 

As  he  continues  to  discern  God's  call, 
Rob  begins  the  Liturgy  of  the  Hours  ev- 
ery morning  with  Psalm  95:7:  "Today, 
listen  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord." 


tojfafcations  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  at  91 9.832.6279  or  shlesinger@raldioc.org. 
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Dear  Seminarian. .  .Keep  Going!" 
This  sentiment  and  others 
were  on  the  minds  of  children 
in  the  Elementary  Faith  Devel- 
opment program  at  St.  Andrew  Church  in 
Apex,  as  they  wrote  last  spring  to  encour- 
age Diocesan  seminarians  in  their  Sacred 
Studies. 

Approximately 
300  letters  were 
written  to  21  ~ 
seminarians,  all  of  \OC 
whom  are  from  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh 
in  different  stages 
of  preparation  at 
seminaries  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Florida, 
and  Texas. 
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Parishioner  Tom  Eifler  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus 
Council  6650  started  the 
project  with  a  simple  idea: 
Give  children  paper  and  ask 
them  to  write  to  our  seminar- 
ians. Many  years  ago  Tom  led 
a  similar  project  at  St.  Andrew's  parish. 
Recently  when  Fr.  Michael  Spurr  spoke 
to  the  Knights  about  the  importance 
of  their  support  while  he  was  in  the 
seminary,  Tom  remembered  the  writing 
project. 

So  he  contacted  Katie  Fortunato,  St. 
Andrew's  Director  of  Elementary  Faith 
Development,  about  the  idea.  The 
Knights  supplied  paper,  stamps,  enve- 
lopes and  addresses. 

Katie  and  her  teachers  for  children  in 
faith  development  grades  K  -  5  tied  the 
project  into  learning  about  vocations. 
"It  was  a  simple,  straightforward  project 
that  was  very  beneficial  on  both  ends. 
It  led  to  great  teaching  moments,"  said 
Katie. 

"It  was  a  tangible  way  for  them  to  learn 
about  vocations,"  said  Katie.  "We  had  pic- 
tures of  the  seminarians  so  the  kids  could  see  who  they 
were  writing.  It  made  it  much  more  real  for  them." 


"It  was  a  tangible 
way  for  them  to 
learn  about  voca- 
tions," said  Katie. 

"We  had  pic- 
tures of  the 
seminarians  so 
the  kids  could 
see  who  they 
were  writing.  It 
made  it  much 
more  real  for 
them." 


The  children  thought  about  what  it  means  to  be 
called  to  a  priestly  vocation.  They  asked  a  lot  of  ques- 
tions and  offered  prayers  and  thanks  to  the  seminarians 
for  serving  our  church  and  God  in  this  way. 

"It  was  good  for  the  very  young  to  see  what  these 
young  men  are  doing  with  their  lives,"  said  Katie.  She 
explained  that  initially  they  envisioned  them  as  very 
different  people  than  themselves,  on  their  knees  praying 
24  hours  a  day. 

The  older  kids  in  particu- 
lar wanted  to  connect  to  the 
seminarians  as  people,  so 
they  asked  questions  such  as 
"What  do  you  do  for  fun?", 
"Can  you  play  sports?"  and 
"Can  you  eat  pizza?"  One 
seminarian  wrote  a  child 
back,  telling  him,  "I  like 
pizza  too.  I  did  a  lot  of  the 
same  things  you  do  when  I 
was  a  kid.  I  played  sports." 

The  letters  reflected  the 
children's  age  and  creativity. 
Little  ones  were  happy  to 
draw  pictures.  Older  children 
found  other  ways  to  identify 
with  the  seminarians. 

One  child  brought  his 
letter  home  to  work  on 
because  he  really  wanted 
to  include  facts  about  the 
platypus.  "That  seemed 
important  to  him  to  share," 
Katie  said  with  a  smile. 
Others  offered  encouragement,  such  as, 
"I  hope  you  become  Pope." 

While  many  of  the  letters  offered  the 
blessings  of  smiles  and  laughter,  others 
were  quite  beautiful  and  poignant.  One 
child's  simple  message  was  a  picture  of  a 
cross  with  only  two  words  -  "Keep  Going." 

When  the  seminarians  were  at  St.  An- 
drew for  the  Chrism  Mass  in  April,  they 
were  all  smiles  about  the  letters.  They 
shared  their  thanks  and  genuinely  appre- 
ciated the  encouraging  words  and  prayers. 

"It  was  a  great  experience.  Especially 
with  the  Bishop's  focus  on  vocations,  I 
feel  it  is  important  for  kids  to  think  about 
Holy  Orders  and  the  call  to  vocations 
-  and  to  pray  for  these  men,"  said  Katie. 

She  plans  to  continue  the  program  this 
year  and  hopes  to  expand  it  to  other  re- 
ligious vocations  so  that  the  children  can 
also  learn  about  women  who  give  their  lives  to  God.  i~ 

-  Ann  Marie  DiSerafino 
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Did  You  Know? 


►►  Each  month,  priests  of  the  Diocese  will  answer  questions 
about  their  interests  and  activities,  in  an  effort  to  help  readers 
know  them  better.  You  can  find  more  of  these  profiles  on  the 
Diocesan  Web  site,  www.dioceseofraleigh.org  by  clicking  on 
the  Year  for  Priests  icon  on  the  home  page. 


This  month,  Msgr.  Thomas  Hadden,  Vicar  for  African 
Ancestry  Catholics,  and  Father  Mark  J.  Betti,  Pastor  of 
Saint  Bernadette  Parish  in  Fuquay- 
Varina  fT'] 


Who  is  your  favorite  saint?  After  the 
Blessed  Mother  St  Paul  the  Apostle  is 
my  favorite  saint.  As  a  student  in  Rome 
I  frequently  visit  the  Tomb  of  St.  Paul. 
Since  we  were  ordained  six  months 
before  we  finished  our  studies  I  offered 
Mass  at  his  tomb  as  often  as  I  could. 
I  did  this  also  in  subsequent  visits  to 
Rome  after  I  returned  to  the  States. 


Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden 


St.  Monica  in  Raleigh,  my  home  parish.  In  High  School  I  lived 
in  Portsmouth,  Va.,  where  School  Sisters  Mary  Elizabeth  and 
Martha  were  great  influences.  Sister  Martha's  mother  gave  me 
the  chalice  which  I  still  use. 

Do  you  have  a  favorite  leisure  activity?  Reading  and 
walking. 

What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do  you  cook  it  yourself? 

I  like  chicken  and  fish.  I  am  not  a  good  cook. 


Favorite  sport?  Tennis  was  my  favorite 
sport.  It  has  been  years  since  I  was  able 
to  play  it,  however. 

Favorite  book  or  author?  At  present 
my  favorite  author  is  Fr.  Michael  Casey. 

Favorite  movie?  My  favorite  movie 
at  is  an  old  one:  Marcelino  Pan  y  Vino 
(released  in  English  as  The  Miracle  of 
Marcelino). 


What  was  your  most  memorable  spiritual  pilgrimage? 

To  Lourdes. 

Who  was  the  greatest  influence  on  your  vocation  as 
a  priest?  No  one  person.  In  grammar  school  Sister  Emily 
and  Sister  Marinus,  both  Scranton  IHM  Sisters,  were  a  great 
influence,  as  well  as  Father  Otis  Carl,  CP.  All  of  these  were  at 


Music  you  enjoy?  Chanticleer  is  the  group  whose  music  I 
like  the  best. 

Any  fact  our  readers  would  be  interested  in  knowing? 

I  am  a  native  born  North  Carolinian.  My  mother's  family  were 
Free  People  of  Color  from  Gates  County  who  are  listed  in  a 
census  of  1  7 1 0. 


Who  is  your  favorite  saint?  Saint 
Maria  Goretti,  who  was  the  first  saint 
I  learned  about.  I  was  impressed  with 
her  courage  in  remaining  chaste  and 
faithful  to  the  end  in  the  face  of  danger. 

What  was  your  most  memorable 
spiritual  pilgrimage?  My  visit  to  the 
Basilica  of  St.  Paul  Outside  the  Walls 
in  Rome  during  the  Year  of  St.  Paul.  I 
was  in  the  basilica  for  four  hours  and 
had  a  profound  experience. 

Who  was  the  greatest  influence 
on  your  vocation  as  a  priest  and 
why?  My  parents.  They  provided  me 
with  the  love  and  stability  necessary  for 
me  to  rise  above  daily  needs  and  con- 
cerns in  order  to  contemplate  the  call. 

Do  you  have  a  hobby  or  hobbies 
or  leisure  activity?  I  enjoy  attending 
sporting  events,  the  performing  arts 
and  art  museums.  I  am  as  "at  home" 


at  the  NC  Museum  of  Art  as  at  the 
RBC  Center. 

What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do 
you  cook  it  yourself?  Ribeye  steak 
(well  done),  twice  baked  potato  and 
garden  peas.  I  will  start  with  a  salad 
and  finish  with  something  chocolate.  I 
can  prepare  it  myself. 

Do  you  have  a  favorite  sport? 

Hockey.  My  favorite  team  is  the  Caro- 
lina Hurricanes. 


Favorite  author  and/or  book? 

St.  Augustine's  Confessions  and 
George  Orwell's  1984. 

Favorite  movie?  Titanic  and 
Mulan. 

Music  you  enjoy/artist? 

Classic  Rock  and  Country. 

Any  fact  that  your 
parishioners  would  be  inter- 
ested in  knowing?  I  used  to  be 
in  pretty  good  physical  condition 
from  running  and  lifting  weights  six 
days  per  week.  I  can't  run  anymore 
because  my  knees  are  shot.  That 
is  why  I  don't  genuflect  in  church 
as  much  as  I  should.  I  used  to  be 
able  to  bench  my  weight,  but  I  tore 
up  both  shoulders.  Also,  I  can  say 
Mass  and  celebrate  the  sacraments 
in  five  languages:  English,  Spanish, 
French,  Italian  and  Latin. 


i  Y  a    que    usted    io  pregunta! 


EI  Sufrimiento  Humano: 
Transformando  Io  "Inutil" 


Los  seres  humanos, 
por  propia  naturaleza, 
evadimos  el  dolor  y  el 
sufrimiento.  Por  instinto 
reaccionamos,  por  ejemplo, 
evitando  el  objeto  punzante  que  puede  herirnos. 
Cuando  identificamos  que  quien  nos  esta 
llamando  por  telefono  es  un  vecino  indeseable, 
no  contestamos.  Nuestra  reaccion  inmediata, 
al  igual  que  la  de  la  mayoria  de  los  animales,  es 
evitar  los  estfmulos  nocivos  y  el  dolor. 


No  obstante,  tambien  somos  capaces  de  responder 
conscientemente  y  en  formas  que  nos  diferencian  de 
manera  radical  del  resto  del  reino  animal. 

Por  ejemplo,  podemos  decidir  enfrentar  y 
soportar  el  dolor  por  razones  mas  elevadas.  Asi, 
sabiendo  que  la  jeringa  nos  lastima,  decidimos  no 
mover  el  brazo  durante  una  inyeccion  porque  el 
poder  de  la  razon  nos  dice  que  con  ella  mejorara 
nuestra  salud.  Sabemos  que  es  desagradable 
platicar  con  ese  vecino  dificil,  pero  con  tal  de 
cultivar  la  paz  en  nuestro  barrio,  decidimos 
enfrentar  el  reto  y  lo  superamos. 

Sin  embargo,  movidos  por  la  preocupacion  y  el 
miedo,  tambien  podemos  responder  al  dolor  y  al 
sufrimiento  de  una  manera  insensata.  Por  ejemplo, 
cuando  sufrimos  debido  a  una  relacion  dificil, 
podemos  voltear  a  las  drogas,  al  alcohol  o  a  malos 
habitos  alimenticios.  Si  la  perspectiva  de  tener  que 
continuar  un  embarazo  nos  hace  sufrir,  podemos 
responder  acabando  con  la  vida  de  nuestro  bebe 
mediante  el  aborto.  Cuando  sufrimos  por  el  dolor 
de  un  cancer,  podemos  hacer  corto  circuito  a  todo  y 
recurrir  al  suicidio  con  ayuda  del  medico. 

Reaccionar  al  sufrimiento  de  una  manera 
racional  o  irracional  es  una  de  las  decisiones 
humanas  mas  importantes.  Para  muchas 
personas  en  nuestra  sociedad,  el  sufrimiento  se 
ha  convertido  en  un  mal  que  hay  que  evitar  a 
toda  costa,  llevandolas  a  tomar  muchas  decisiones 
irracionales  y  destructivas. 

Si  bien  es  cierto  que  el  dolor  ftsico  esta 
presente  en  todo  en  el  reino  animal  en  general, 
la  diferencia  en  cuanto  a  los  seres  humanos 
es  que  nosotros  somos  conscientes  de  nuestro 
sufrimiento  y  nos  preguntamos  el  por  que;  y 
mucho  mas  sufrimos  cuando  no  encontramos 
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-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cation en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duction: Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 
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una  respuesta  satisfactoria;  necesitamos  saber  si 
nuestro  sufrimiento  tiene  un  sentido.  Desde  una 
cama  de  hospital  o  una  silla  de  ruedas  es  dificil 
evitar  la  dolorosa  pregunta  "tpor  que?",  cuando  la 
enfermedad  grave  o  la  debilidad  nos  hace  sentir 
inutiles  o  una  carga  para  los  demas.  Sin  embargo, 
analizandolo,  ningun  sufrimiento  es  "inutil", 
aunque  efectivamente  mucho  de  el  se  pierde  y 
desperdicia  cuando  lo  rechazamos  y  nos  negamos 
a  aceptar  su  sentido  profundo.  El  Papa  Juan  Pablo 
II  nos  recordaba  constantemente  que  la  respuesta  a 
la  pregunta  sobre  el  sentido  del  sufrimiento  Dios  se 
la  dio  al  hombre  en  la  Cruz  de  Jesucristo. 

El  tema  del  sufrimiento  siempre  esta  presente 
en  el  campo  de  la  atencion  medica  catolica,  y 
aunque  los  profesionales  de  la  salud  luchan  con 
dedicacion  por  disminuir  el  sufrimiento  y  el  dolor, 
no  han  logrado  eliminarlos  completamente.  La 
Conferencia  Estadounidense  de  Obispos  Catolicos 
(The  U.S.  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops),  en  un 
importante  documento  titulado  Directrices  Eticas 
y  Religiosas  para  los  Servicios  de  Atencion  Medica 
Catolicos  (Ethical  and  Religious  Directives  for 
Catholic  Health  Care  Services),  nos  recuerda  que 
"los  pacientes  que  experimentan  un  sufrimiento  no 
mitigable  deberan  recibir  ayuda  para  comprender 
el  significado  cristiano  del  sufrimiento  redentor". 

El  solo  concepto  de  "sufrimiento  redentor"  ya 
deja  ver  que  el  sufrimiento  humano  es  mucho  mas 
de  lo  que  vemos  a  simple  vista,  y  no  solamente 
un  mal  que  hay  que  rehuir  instintivamente.  Mas 
bien,  es  una  fuerza  incomprensible  que  puede 
moldearnos  en  formas  importantes  y  hacernos 
madurar;  una  fuerza  con  la  que  tenemos  que 
aprender  a  colaborar  y  aceptar  como  parte  del  viaje 
y  destino  del  ser  humano. 

En  el  sufrimiento  y  el  dolor,  todos  y  cada  uno 
de  nosotros  podemos  hacernos  participes  del 
sufrimiento  redentor  de  Cristo.  Desde  que  eramos 
ninos  quiza  ya  se  nos  ensenaba  la  frase  "jOfrecelo 
al  Senor!".  Estas  sencillas  palabras  nos  recordaban 
que  el  sufrimiento  puede  beneficiarnos  no  solo  a 
nosotros  mismos  sino  a  todos  a  nuestro  alrededor, 
dentro  del  misterio  de  la  comunion  humana.  Al 
estar  inmovilizados  en  nuestra  cama  de  hospital 
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Obispo  burDiage 


Viva m os  en  la  verdadera  caridad 


En  estos  tiempos  de  crisis 
economica,  hacemos  bien  en 
crecer  espiritualmente.  Para 
aquellos  bautizados  en  Crista,  no 
somos  ricos  de  acuerdo  a  los  estandares  de 
este  mundo,  sino  ricos  en  Dios. 

Para  lograrlo,  es  necesario  evaluar 
nuestras  prioridades.  Piensen  en  el 
tiempo,  dinero  y  esfuerzo  que  invertimos 
en  nuestros  proyectos,  deportes,  o  ac- 
tividades  recreativas;  piensen  como  nos 
consume  el  trabajo,  piensen  como  nos 
distrae  el  deseo  de  ser  exitosos.  iComo 
se  compara  este  tiempo  y  energia  que 
invertimos  a  diario,  con  el  que  le  dedi- 
camos  a  Dios,  a  la  oracion  y  a  la  practica 
de  nuestra  fe? 

Para  ser  ricos  ante  los  ojos  de  Dios, 
debemos  brindarle  alabanza  constante; 
debemos  ser  concientes  de  todas  las 
bendiciones  que  tenemos,  y  reconocer 
a  Dios  como  la  fuente  que  debemos 
agradecer  a  diario.  Tomese  un  momento 
para  reflexionar  sobre  los  dones  que 
casi  siempre  damos  por  sentado,  sea 
mas  conciente  aim  de  la  abundancia  de 
bendiciones  que  el  Serior  derrama  sobre 
ustedes. 

Ser  ricos  ante  los  ojos  de  Dios  significa 
"abandonar"  todas  las  cosas  materia- 
les  que  simplemente  no  necesitamos. 
Cuando  decidamos  hacer  una  limpieza 
extensa  de  nuestras  casas,  casi  siem- 
pre nos  sorprendemos  por  la  cantidad 
de  cosas  que  hemos  acumulado  con 


el  tiempo.  Para  ser  libres,  debemos 
eliminar  la  acumulacion  de  objetos  y  el 
caos  de  nuestras  vidas.  Si  vamos  a  ser 
ricos  antes  los  ojos  de  Dios,  debemos 
entender  lo  que  es  verdaderamente 
importante  para  poder  "abandonar." 

Cuando  nos  demos  cuenta  que  todas 
nuestras  la  bendiciones  provienen  de 
Dios  y  que  tenemos  mucho  mas  de  lo  que 
necesitamos,  el  siguiente  paso  es  eviden- 
te:  debemos  compartir  generosamente 
con  los  demas.  A  menudo  escuchamos 
que  nuestra  verdadera  fuente  de  riqueza 
no  proviene  de  las  cosas  que  tenemos, 
sino  de  las  cosas  que  damos.  El  dia  que 
Dios  nos  haga  el  llamado,  seremos  juzga- 
dos  por  compartir  nuestras  bendiciones, 
nuestros  recursos  y  nuestros  dones  con 
los  demas,  en  especial  con  aquellos  que 
lo  necesitan  mas. 

Para  reflexionar  en  profundidad  sobre 
el  significado  de  ser  ricos  ante  los  ojos 
de  Dios,  por  favor  encuentren  el  tiempo 
necesario  para  leer  la  carta  enciclica 
del  Santo  Padre,  Caritas  in  Veritate.  En 
la  pagina  Web  Diocesana  encontraran 
un  enlace  que  los  dirigira  a  la  carta,  en 
la  cual  nuestro  Santo  Padre  nos  recu- 
erda  que  en  medio  de  los  problemas  y 
dificultades  que  enfrentamos  en  nuestra 
nacion  y  en  el  mundo  entero,  nosotros 
tenemos  la  solution.  En  pocas  palabras, 
debemos  comenzar  con  amor;  un  amor 
que  exprese  la  verdad,  para  asegurar 
que  cada  persona  tenga  la  dignidad  y  el 
reconocimiento  que  se  merecen,  al  igual 


de  ser 

diligentes  al  compartir  los  recursos  de 
la  madre  tierra  equitativamente  y  cuidar 
el  medio  ambiente  para  generaciones 
futuras.  En  la  carta,  nuestro  Santo  Padre 
tambien  hace  enfasis  sobre  la  situacion 
economica  actual:  "La  crisis  nos  obliga  a 
revisar  nuestro  camino,  a  damos  nuevas 
reglas  y  a  encontrar  nuevas  formas  de 
compromiso,  a  apoyarnos  en  las  experi- 
encias  positivas  y  a  rechazar  las  negati- 
vas.  De  este  modo,  la  crisis  se  convierte 
en  ocasion  de  discernir  y  proyectar  de 
un  modo  nuevo"  (21). 

Esta  edition  de  nuestra  revista  Diocesa- 
na destaca  el  aniversario  800  0  de  San 
Francisco,  un  perfecto  ejemplo  de  sim- 
plicidad  y  humildad  de  como  podemos 
ser  ricos  ante  los  ojos  de  Dios.  Es  ideal 
que  leamos  de  nuevo  los  escritos  de  San 
Francisco  y  estudiemos  su  legado. 

Ciertamente,  podemos  meditar  con  las 
siguientes  palabras  de  San  Francisco 
de  Asis:  "Donde  hay  caridad  y  sabiduria 
cristiana  no  existe  temor  ni  ignorancia. 
Donde  hay  paciencia  y  la  humildad  no 
existe  la  ira  ni  el  desasosiego.  Donde 
existe  la  alegria  y  la  pobreza,  no  existe 
la  codicia  ni  la  avaricia.  Donde  hay  paz 
y  meditacion,  no  existe  la  ansiedad  ni  la 
duda." 

A  traves  de  la  intercesion  de  San  Fran- 
cisco de  Asis,  vivamos  en  la  verdadera 
caridad  para  ser  ricos  ante  los  ojos  de 
Dios. 


nos  hacemos  como  Cristo,  inmovilizado  en  el  madero  de  la 
Cruz,  y  si  aceptamos  y  acogemos  nuestra  propia  situacion 
en  union  con  El,  se  abren  para  nosotros  momentos 
redentores  poderosos. 

Gracias  al  amor  personal  que  el  Senor  nos  tiene, 
podemos  cooperar  con  Su  plan  de  Salvacion  al  unir  nuestro 
sufrimiento  con  Su  Cruz  salvadora,  como  lo  hace  una  mama 
cuando  deja  que  su  nina  le  ayude  a  preparar  un  pastel 
anadiendo  los  huevos,  la  harina  y  la  sal.  La  mama  puede 
hacerlo  sola  pero  la  ayuda  de  la  nina  es  real  y  significativa 
pues  el  amor  de  la  madre  encuentra  la  cooperation  de  la  hija 


para  crear  algo  nuevo  y  maravilloso.  De  igual  forma,  Dios 
permite  nuestro  sufrimiento  y  nosotros  se  lo  ofrecemos, 
dejando  asi  una  marca  imborrable  en  Su  trabajo  de  Salvacion. 
Esta  transformation  de  lo  "inutil"  de  nuestro  sufrimiento  en 
algo  con  significado  profundo,  se  convierte  asi  en  una  fuente 
de  gozo  espiritual  en  aquellos  que  lo  viven.  Para  quienes 
estan  en  Cristo,  el  sufrimiento  y  la  muerte  representan  el 
dolor  de  parto  hacia  una  creation  nueva  y  redimida.  Nuestros 
sufrimientos,  aunque  nunca  deseables  en  si  mismos,  siempre 
apuntan  hacia  posibilidades  trascendentes,  si  es  que  no  los 
rehuimos  por  miedo. 


Los  Franciscanos 
celebran  800  anos 

de  servicio  compasivo 


Franciscanos  en 

la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh 

Provincia  Franciscana 
de  los  Santos 


•  Padre  Julian  Jagudilla,  O.EM. 

•  Padre  David  McBriar,  O.EM. 

•  Padre  William  McConville,  O.EM. 

•  Padre  William  Mclntyre,  Jr.,  O.EM. 

•  Padre  Daniel  McLellan,  O.EM. 

•  Padre  Steven  Patti,  O.EM. 

•  Padre  Mark  Reamer,  O.EM. 

Franciscanos  Conventuales 


•  Padre  Robert  Benko,  O.EM.  Conv. 

•  Padre  Pedro  de  Oliveira,  O.EM. 
Conv. 

•  Padre  James  Fukes,  O.EM.  Conv. 

•  Padre  Paul  Gabriel,  O.EM.,  Conv. 

•  Padre  Jacek  Leszczynski,  O.EM., 
Conv 

•  Padre  Joseph  Madden,  O.EM.  Conv. 

•  Padre  Gerald  Waterman,  O.EM. 
Conv. 

Hermanas  Franciscanas 
de  Sylvania,  Ohio 

•  Hermana  Joanjurski,  O.SE 

Hermanas  franciscanas 
de  Filadelfia 


•  Hermana  Damian  Marie  Jackson, 
O.S.E 

Frailes  Franciscanos  de  la  Expiacion 


•  Padre  David  Fitzgerald,  S.A. 

•  Padre  Thomas  Gumprecht,  S.A. 

•  Hermano  William  Martyn,  S.A. 

En  abril,  unos  1,800  frailes  de  la  orden  menor,  franciscanos  conventuales, 
capuchinos  y  la  tercera  orden  regular  franciscana,  asistieron  a  una  reunion 
en  Asis,  Italia,  en  conmemoracion  de  los  800  anos  de  la  aprobacion  Papal  de 
la  orden  Franciscana.  Los  participantes  siguieron  los  pasos  de  su  fundador 
-San  Francisco  de  Asis  -  con  actividades  que  se  llevaron  a  cabo  en  los  alrededores  de 
la  Basilica  Santa  Maria  de  los  Angeles,  donde  se  encuentra  la  Porciuncula,  una  pequena 
iglesia  donde  San  Francisco  experiment  6  su  conversion.  Orando  frente  a  la  cruz, 
Francisco  pregunto  -^Senor  que  debo  hacer?  y  el  Senor  le  contesto:  "Francisco,  vey 
reconstruye  Mi  Iglesia  que  estd  completamente  en  ruinas." 
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Padre  Mark  Reamer,  OFM,  Parroco  de  la  parroquia  San 
Francisco  de  Asis  en  Raleigh,  fue  uno  de  los  primeros 
representantes  en  atender  la  reunion  en  Asis.  Los  frailes 
viajaron  por  autobus  desde  Asis  hasta  Castelo  Gandolfo, 
donde  se  congregaron  en  un  pequeno  patio  para  escuchar 
al  Papa  Benedicto  XVI,  quien  los  insto  a  ser  testigos  de  la 
resurreccion.   En  un  escrito  a  sus  feligreses,  Padre  Reamer 
compartio  algunas  observaciones  del  Santo 
Padre: 

"Continuen  proclamando  con  pasion 
el  Reino  de  Dios.  Todos  los  hermanosy 
hermanas  deben  mantener  siempre  un 
estado  contemplativo,  feliz  y  simple;  siempre 
comenzando  con  Cristo,  comenzando  desde  la 
crucifixion  de  San  Damidn. . .  y  ver  el  rostro 
de  Cristo  en  nuestros  hermanos  y  hermanas 
sufridos  para  asi  llevarles  Su  paz.  Sean 
testigos  de  la  "belleza"  de  Dios,  la  misma 
que  observo  Francisco. . .  Vayany  continuen 
reparando  la  casa  del  Sehor  Jesucristo,  su 
Iglesia. . .  Al  igual  que  Francisco,  siempre 
comiencen  con  ustedes  mismos.  Nosotros 
somos  la  primera  casa  que  Dios  quiere 
restituir;  si  estdn  dispuestos  a  restituirse  en  el 
espiritu  del  Fvangelio,  continuen  su  tarea  de 
parrocos  de  la  Iglesia  para  hacer  mas  hermosa 
el  rostro  de  la  Iglesia,  la  novia  de  Cristo. " 

En  Carolina  del  Norte,  los  Franciscanos  han  servido 
desde  que  se  establecio  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh  en  1924. 
En  aquel  entonces,  las  hermanas  Franciscanas  ensenaban 
a  los  ninos  negros  en  Wilmington.  En  los  anos  30  y  40, 
las  hermanas,  hermanos,  padres,  y  frailes  franciscanos, 
extendieron  sus  esfuerzos  para  educar  a  los  pobres,  a  los 


El  mensaje  de  San 
Francisco  continua 
brindando  frutos. 
Nuestro  Dios 
es  un  Dios 
compasivo, 
quien  se  entrego 
a  la  cruz  por 

amor,  un  Dios  que 
es  feliz  con  lo  mas 
simple  y  compasivo 
con  los  rechazados 
del  mundo. 


privados  de  cualquier  derecho,  y  abrir  las  puertas  de  la 
Iglesia  a  todos  los  hijos  de  Dios.  En  la  diocesis  de  Raleigh 
actual,  20  descendientes  espirituales  de  San  Francisco  de 
Asis  se  encuentran  trabajando  activamente  en  el  ministerio. 

-El  mensaje  de  San  Francisco  continua  brindando 
frutos.  Nuestro  Dios  es  un  Dios  compasivo,  quien  se 
entrego  a  la  cruz  por  amor,  un  Dios  que  es  feliz  con 
lo  mas  simple  y  compasivo  con  los 
rechazados  del  mundo.  San  Francisco 
percibio  la  abundante  bondad  de  Dios 
en  todos  los  niveles  de  la  creacion.  Para 
los  Franciscanos  el  mundo  es  un  claustro 
porque  alii  es  donde  Dios  encontro  la 
belleza  en  cada  una  de  las  personas  y  en 
toda  la  creacion  -comenta  la  hermana  Joan 
Jurski,  OSF,  Coordinadora  de  la  Oficina  de 
Paz  y  Justicia/Respeto  a  la  Vida  de  Catholic 
Charities  de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh. 

Padre  Steven  Patti,  OFM,  Vicario 
Parroquial  de  la  parroquia  de  la 
Inmaculada  Concepcion  en  Durham, 
enfatizO  el  papel  de  los  Franciscanos 
desde  su  fundacion,  hasta  su  papel  de 
pacificadores.  -Como  vocero  del  Evangelio, 
los  Franciscanos  entendieron  que  su 
llamado  fue  el  de  unificar  y  reconciliar  a  las 
partes,  y  hoy  en  dia,  esta  tarea  sigue  siendo 
vital  para  nosotros.  Existe  mucho  conflicto  y  violencia  en 
nuestras  vidas  y  en  nuestro  mundo.  Francisco  sefiala  a 
Cristo,  y  se  maravilla  con  el  don  de  la  Eucaristia;  nos  pide 
que  tomemos  un  momento  para  observar  la  belleza  de  la 
creacion  de  Dios,  para  seguir  llevando  la  paz  de  Cristo  y  la 
bondad  en  nuestras  vidas." 


La  historia  de 
los  franciscanos 

Despues  de  800  anos  de  su  fundacion,  el  reto  continua 


Francisco  de  Asis  nacio 
en  1 1 82,  hijo  de  un 
comerciante.  En  su  ju- 
ventud,  trabajaba  en  el 
negocio  de  la  familia,  sin  embar- 
go, luego  de  ser  capturado  como 
prisionero  de  guerra,  comenzo  a 
evaluar  el  proposito  de  su  vida. 
Al  comienzo,  ayudo  a  los  enfermos 
de  lepra,  uno  de  los  mas  marginados 
de  su  sociedad.  Luego,  en  1  206, 
mientras  oraba  en  la  Iglesia  de  San 


Damian,  escucho  el  llamado  de 
Jesus  para  que  "restituyera  su  casa." 
Francisco  lo  siguio  al  pie  de  la  letra  y 
vendio  una  mercancia  de  gran  valor 
para  obtener  fondos;  por  supuesto, 
esto  produjo  la  deshonra  de  su  padre. 
En  un  gesto  dramatico,  Francisco  se 
despojo  de  su  vestimenta  frente  a  las 
autoridades  de  Asis  como  simbolo  de 
su  ruptura  con  el  pasado.  "De  ahora 
en  adelante,  jamas  me  referire  a  mi 
padre  Pietro  Bernardone,  sino  a  mi 


Padre  que  esta  en  e  cielo."  -comento. 
Desde  ese  momento,  Francisco  vivio 
en  pobreza,  tan  solo  portando  una  vie- 
ja  tunica,  haciendo  trabajos  de  poca 
importancia,  y  mendigando  por  su 
comida.  Siempre  estuvo  al  pendiente 
de  los  marginados  de  su  sociedad. 

En  1  208,  la  vida  de  Francisco 
tomo  otro  rumbo  cuando  algunos 
companeros  se  unieron  a  el  inspira- 
dos  a  vivir  una  vida  "de  acuerdo  al 
Evangelio."  Se  dedico  a  seguir  las 


instrucciones  que  Jesus  le  dio  a  sus 
discipulos  cuando  los  envio  a  "procla- 
mar  las  buenas  nuevas":  Dondequiera 
que  vayan,  prediquen  este  mensaje: 
El  reino  de  los  cielos  esta  cerca. 
Sanen  a  los  enfermos,  resuciten  a  los 
muertos,  limpien  de  su  enfermedad 
a  los  que  tienen  lepra,  expulsen  a  los 
demonios.  Lo  que  ustedes  recibieron 
gratis,  denlo  gratuitamente.  No  lleven 
oro  ni  plata  ni  cobre  en  el  cinturon,  ni 
bolsa  para  el  camino,  ni  dos  mudas 
de  ropa,  ni  sandalias,  ni  bastan; 
porque  el  trabajador  merece  que  se  le 

de  SU  SUStentO.  (Mateo  10.7-10) 

En  1 209,  viajaron  juntos  a  Roma, 
para  obtener  la  aprobacion  del  Papa 
Inocente  III  de  una  simple  orden 
para  vivir  juntos  como  los  "hermanos 
pobres."  Antes,  al  igual  que  ahora, 
hubiese  sido  extremadamente  dificil 
para  cualquiera,  sobre  todo  un  insignifi- 
cante  grupo,  de  obtener  una  audiencia 
con  el  Papa.  Francisco  y  sus  compa- 
neros  fueron  afortunados  con  la  ayuda 
del  Obispo  de  Asis,  Guido,  quien  los 
presento  a  uno  de  los  consejeros  mas 
cercanos  al  Papa  Inocente  III.  El  Carde- 
nal  Benedictino,  Juan  de  San  Pablo,  les 
recomendo  que  se  unieran  a  cualquiera 
de  las  formas  religiosas  ya  existentes  en 
la  iglesia  medieval  como  los  monjes,  los 
ermitanos,  o  los  canones,  pero  Fran- 
cisco estaba  convencido  de  su  distintiva 
originalidad  del  camino  que  el  y  sus 
hermanos  habian  adoptado.  Abrumado 
por  su  sinceridad,  el  Cardenal  accedio 
a  presentarlos  al  Papa  Inocente  en  el 
proximo  consistorio. 

A  pesar  de  algunos  inconvenientes, 
el  Papa  Inocente  otorgo  a  Francisco 
la  peticion  de  llevar  una  vida  radi- 
cal en  el  Evangelio,  autorizandolo  a 
predicar  la  penitencia  entre  su  pueblo, 
dando  pie  al  movimiento  Franciscano. 

Su  sentido  misionero  envio  a 
Francisco  y  a  sus  hermanos  a  trabajar 
entre  su  pueblo  de  Asis,  predicando 


Oration  a 

San  Francisco  de  Asis 

►►  Sefior,  hazme  un  instrumento 
de  tu  paz. 

Donde  haya  odio,  siembre  yo  amor; 
donde  haya  injuria,  perdon; 


de  manera  informal  el  mensaje  del 
Evangelio.  Pronto,  los  hermanos 
comenzaron  a  llevar  la  palabra  a  dife- 
rentes  paises,  y  a  servir  en  ministerios 
oficiales  de  la  Iglesia.  Cada  vez  mas 
eran  los  clerigos  que  se  unian  a  la 
orden,  como  es  el  caso  de  Antonio  de 
Portugal,  conocido  como  San  Antonio 
de  Padua,  una  ciudad  al  norte  de  Italia 
donde  se  destaco  como  predicador. 
Luego,  los  franciscanos  no  solo  se 
dedicaban  a  la  tarea  de  predicar,  pero 
tambien  escuchaban  confesiones, 
capellanes,  profesores  de  teologia, 
diplomaticos,  y  misioneros  de  la 
Iglesia.  En  todos  esos  casos,  siempre 
mantuvieron  su  clase  trabajadora  para 
ayudar  a  los  pobres  y  abandonados 
de  la  sociedad. 

En  la  celebracion  de  los  800  anos 
de  su  fundacion,  el  Ministro  General 
de  la  Orden  Menor,  Hermano  Jose 
Rodriguez  Carballo,  le  recordo  a  los 


donde  haya  duda,  fe; 

donde  haya  tristeza,  alegria; 

donde  haya  desaliento,  esperanza; 

donde  haya  sombras,  luz. 

iO,  Divino  Maestro! 

Que  no  busque  ser  consolado  sino 

consolar; 


Franciscanos  que  este  aniversario  no 
solo  se  trata  de  recordar  los  momen- 
tos  gloriosos  de  la  historia,  es  un  mo- 
menta sagrado  para  los  Franciscanos 
de  emprender  los  retos  del  Segundo 
Concilio  del  Vaticano  de  examinar  las 
senales  de  nuestros  tiempos  en  la  luz 
del  Evangelio,  y  asi  recrear  la  carisma 
de  Francisco  y  enfocarla  en  los  retos 
que  presenta  el  mundo  actual. 

Padre  Dominic  Monti,  Vicario 
Provincial  concluye:  -algo  esta  claro, 
nuestra  vida  Franciscana  de  acuerdo 
al  Evangelio,  no  es  una  teoria  ab- 
stracta  o  amorfa  del  ideal  espiritual; 
requiere  que  nosotros  discernamos 
las  formas  concretas  de  dirigirnos  a 
las  necesidades  del  mundo,  imitando 
la  vida  pobre  y  humilde  de  Crista. 

-  Adaptado  del  libro  del  Padre  Dominic  Monti, 
O.F.M:  Francis  and  His  Brothers  (St.  Anthony  Mes- 
senger Press,  2009). 


que  no  busque  ser  amado  sino  amar; 
que  no  busque  ser  comprendido  sino 
comprender; 

porque  dando  es  como  recibimos; 
perdonando  es  como  Tu  nos  perdonas; 
y  muriendo  en  71,  es  como  nacemos  a 
la  vida  eterna. 
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Bishop  Burbidge  Celebrates  Opening 
Masses  for  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School 
and  St.  Thomas  More  Academy. 


Knights  of  Columbus  Silver  Rose 
Arrives  in  Diocese 

One  of  four  Silver  Roses  on  its  way  to  Monterrey,  Mexico,  as 
part  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus'  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Silver 
Rose  Program,  is  visiting  several  churches  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

The  Silver  Rose  program  began  in  1 960  to  honor  Mary  under 
her  title  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe,  Patroness  of  the  Americas. 
Normally,  a  single  rose  would  leave  London,  Ontario  and  make  stops 
for  prayer  services  in  ten  U.S.  states  before  crossing  the  border  from 
Laredo,  Texas,  to  Monterrey.  To  mark  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
program,  it  has  been  expanded  to  have  four  roses  traveling  through 
a  total  of  29  Dioceses  in  eastern,  central  and  western  regions  of  the 
country. 

The  roses  are  symbols  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus'  commitment 
to  the  pro-life  cause.  They  left  Ontario  on  May  20  and  one  of  them 
arrived  in  our  Diocese  on  August  1  6,  stopping  for  a  prayer  service 
at  Holy  Family  Church  in  Elizabeth  City.  The  rose  then  made  stops 
for  Rosary  prayer  services  in  Wilson,  Wilmington,  Fayetteville,  Dunn, 
Raleigh,  Apex,  Sanford  and  Southern  Pines. 

The  four  roses  will  be  reunited  in  November  in  Laredo,  Texas, 
before  being  carried  over  the  International  Bridge  to  be  handed  over 
to  Knights  from  Monterrey.  The  rose's  final  destination  is  the  Basilica 
of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  in  Mexico  City  for  the  feast  of  Our  Lady  of 
Guadalupe,  Dec.  1  2. 

"The  program  is  perfect  for  the  Knights  of  Columbus,"  Supreme 
Knight  Carl  Anderson  recently  observed.  "Through  it  we  honor  not 
only  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  and  express  the  unity  of  the  Order,  but 
we  also  reaffirm  the  Order's  dedication  to  the  sanctity  of  human  life. 
It  is  to  the  Blessed  Mother  that  we  turn  in  prayer  as  we  work  to  end 
the  culture  of  death  that  grips  our  society." 

On  August  2 1  st,  several  Knights,  including  North  Carolina 
State  Deputy  John  Gouldie,  and  also  Betty  Rogosich,  Director  of 
Birthchoice,  brought  the  rose  to  the  Catholic  Center  where  they 
were  greeted  by  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of 
Raleigh.  The  Bishop  praised  the  group  for  the  program  and  for  all 
their  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  sanctity  of  life.  "The  most  important  ef- 
fort we  make  for  life  is  prayer,"  the  Bishop  said,  noting,  "We  still  have 
much  work  to  do,  but  we  must  persevere  in  this  sacred  cause." 

Bishop  Installs  New  Pastors 


On  Sunday,  August  23,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
officially  installed  Reverend  Monsignor  Stephen  C.  Worsley  as  Pas- 
tor of  St.  Stephen  Church  in  Sanford.  It  was  the  seventh  and  final 
installation  of  new  pastors  appointed  in  the  2009  pastoral  assign- 
ments announced  in  June. 

In  the  past  few  weeks,  Bishop  Burbidge  also  installed  Father 
Michael  A.  Butler,  Pastor  of  Saint  Gabriel  Church  in  Greenville; 
Father  Stephen  V.  Carlson,  Pastor  of  Saint  Mark  Church  in  Wlm- 
ington;  Father  John  L.  Gillespie,  Pastor  of  Saint  Francis  de  Sales  in 
Lumberton;  Father  J.  Wlliam  Long,  Pastor  of  St.  Charles  Borromeo 
in  Ahoskie;  Father  Daniel  D.  Oschwald,  Rector  of  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  in  Raleigh;  and  Father  Ernest  J.  Ruede,  Pastor  of  Infant  of 
Prague  Church  in  Jacksonville. 


The  opening  Mass  for  the  new  school  year  at  Cardinal  Gib- 
bons High  School  was  celebrated  by  the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  on  Thursday,  September  3.  Seventeen  priests  were  in 
attendance.  This  year's  enrollment  at  the  Diocesan  Catholic  high 
school  is  approximately  1 ,200  students. 

Bishop  Burbidge  challenged  the  students  to  "go  out  into  the 
deep,"  borrowing  from  the  Gospel  reading  of  the  day.  He  cautioned 
them  that  they  will  often  be  told  by  peers  that  challenges  they  face 
are  impossible  to  overcome.  He  reminded  them  that  as  followers  of 
Jesus,  "We  believe  differently.  That  nothing  is  impossible  with  God." 

Noting  the  feast  day  of  Pope  Saint  Gregory  the  Great,  Bishop 
Burbidge  spoke  of  the  Saint's  advice  when  it  comes  to  concerns 
for  things  such  as  an  exaggerated  need  for  grades,  honors  and 
popularity.  Saint  Gregory  said,  "Be  not  anxious  about  what  you 
have,  but  about  who  you  are." 

Bishop  Burbidge  said  statements  such  as,  "It  is  impossible,"  "It  is 
not  practical,"  "I  just  cannot  do  it,"  are  words  often  spoken  by  those 
who  fail  to  trust  in  the  miraculous  power  of  the  Lord.  "Cardinal  Gib- 
bons High  School  wants  you  to  be  ever  convinced  of  your  abilities 
and  gifts,"  the  Bishop  said,  "to  have  a  healthy  self-confidence  and 
to  know  that  all  things  are  possible  with  God."  On  the  evening  of  Sep- 
tember 3,  the  Bishop  celebrated  the  opening  Mass  for  St.  Thomas 
More  Academy  at  St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Church  in  Wake  Forest. 

Sister  Mary  Grace  MacDonnell,  OSF 


►►  Sister  Mary  Grace  MacDonnell, 
OSF,  83,  died  at  Assisi  House  in  Aston, 
Pa.,  on  August  1 4.  She  had  been  a 
professed  member  of  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Francis  of  Philadelphia  for  60  years. 
Sister  Mary  Grace  earned  a  B.S.  in  Edu- 
cation from  Villanova  University  and  an 
M.A.  in  Theology  from  St.  Bonaventure 
University.  She  served  in  both  elemen- 
tary and  secondary  education  and  in  par- 
ish ministry.  Sister  Mary  Grace's  work  in  parish  ministry  included 
serving  as  a  director  of  religious  education  at  the  Camp  Lejeune 
Marine  Base  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  from  1  979  to  1  984. 


St.  Stanislaus 
Announces  12th 
Annual  Polish  Festival 

For  the  1  2th  consecutive  year, 
people  will  be  arriving  from  all  over 
North  Carolina  and  neighboring  states 
for  the  annual  Polish  Festival  at  St. 
Stanislaus  Church  in  Castle  Hayne. 
This  family-fun  event  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  November  7  from  1  1  am  to 
5  pm  on  the  church  grounds,  4849 
Castle  Hayne  Road  (Hwy  1 33).  Visi- 
tors will  enjoy  authentic  Polish  foods 
including  pierogi,  kielbasa,  stuffed  cab- 
bage and  potato  pancakes.  The  des- 
sert menu  offers  poppy  seed  rolls,  nut 


rolls,  and  a  vast  assortment  of  home 
baked  goods.  The  Polka  Plus  Band 
of  Raleigh  will  perform.  Entertainment 
for  the  children  includes  pony  rides, 
face  painting,  and  games.  The  Festival 
also  offers  craft  and  souvenir  booths,  a 
silent  auction,  and  a  raffle.  There  is  no 
admission  charge,  and  plenty  of  free 
parking.  For  more  information,  please 
call  910-675-2336,  or  visit:  www. 
ststanspolishfestival.org 


community 


things  to  do: 


Project  Rachel  Support 
Group.  Abortion  is  one 
of  the  most  common 
procedures  in  the  U.S., 
experienced  by  millions 
of  women,  many  of  whom 
are  Catholic.  Abortion 
creates  a  deep  wound 
in  post-abortive  woman, 
one  that  affects  them 
spiritually,  mentally  and 
emotionally.  Project 
Rachel  helps  bring  truth 
and  healing  to  women 
and  men  who  have  been 
wounded  by  abortion. 
There  is  a  support  group 
beginning  in  the  Triangle 
area  in  late  August, 
concluding  with  a  retreat 
weekend  October  23- 
25.  For  more  information 
contact  Project  Rachel 
at  919.852.1021  or 
email  projectrachel@ 
nc.rr.com  or  go  to  http:// 
projectrachelnc.org/. 
Calls  and  appointments 
are  kept  strictly 
confidential. 

Catholic  Golden  Age 

will  meet  Sunday,  1  :30 
pm,  on  October  4th  at 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Catholic  Church, 
Fallon  Center,  2718 
Overbrook  Drive,  Raleigh, 
NC  27608.  Call  Kit 
at  919.624.9017 
or  Marjorie  at 
919.781.3161  regarding 
the  meeting  as  well  as 
info  on  CGA's  5:30  pm 
dinner  get-togethers 
every  third  Thursday  of 
the  month  throughout  the 
year. 

Annual  Red  Mass, 

Oct.  9,  1  2  noon,  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral, 


Raleigh. The  Annual  Red 
Mass,  offering  prayers 
and  gratitude  to  those 
serving  in  the  legal  and 
judicial  professions, 
will  be  celebrated  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral. 
His  Eminence  Edward 
Cardinal  Egan, 
Archbishop  Emeritus  of 
New  York,  will  serve  as 
Principal  Celebrant  and 
Homilist. 

Contrada  Day  Festival 
of  the  Flags,  Saturday 
October  1 0th,  1 0  am 

-  8pm.  At  St.  Catherine 
of  Siena  Catholic  Church 
in  Wake  Forest,  NC.  This 
will  be  a  new  tradition 
for  the  parish  that  will 
promote  commUNITY 

in  Christ's  name.  The 
tradition  actually  dates 
back  to  the  early  1  300s, 
when  the  mother  parish, 
Saint  Catherine  of 
Siena,  in  Italy,  initiated 
the  Seventeen  Contrade 
of  Siena.  The  term, 
Contrade,  translates 
as  neighborhood.  Each 
Contrade  is  represented 
by  a  flag.  Once  a  year  the 
Contrade  compete  in  a 
festival  famously  named 
the  //  Palio. 

The  celebration  in 
Wake  Forest  will  include 
fun  family  activities, 
live  music,  food  and 
drink.  Our  festival  will 
include  some  special 
surprises  and  events 
that  will  culminate  with 
the  Holy  Mass.  For 
more  information  please 
contact:  Jln.neese® 
yahoo.com 

Or  visit  our  website:  www. 
saintcatherinesienawf.org. 

Quo  Vadis  Group, 

October  13,  7  p.m. 

-  9  p.m.  High  school 


age  boys  are  invited 
to  attend  the  Quo 
Vadis  group,  which 
meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month. 
Quo  Vadis  provides  a 
fraternal  environment 
and  an  opportunity  to 
gather  for  fellowship, 
prayer  and  a  discussion 
on  discernment  and 
vocations.  Please  contact 
the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  more  information  at 
919.832.6279. 

Vocations  Prayer 
Group  for  Women, 

October  1  5,  7  -  9  pm  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral, 
2 1  9  Edenton  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27603. 
Single  Catholic  women 
between  the  ages  of  1  7- 
45  who  are  committed 
to  praying  for  vocations, 
growing  in  holiness  while 
in  the  midst  of  the  world, 
and  discerning  the  call  of 
Christ  are  invited  to  the 
Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women.  Thursday 
evening  meetings  will 
begin  in  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  with  Adoration 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 


at  7  pm  followed  by 
Benediction.  At  8  pm 
the  group  will  move  to 
the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  fellowship  and 
discussions.  Meetings 
should  end  by  9  pm. 
Next  meeting  October 
1  5.  Contact  Fr.  Ned 
Shlesinger,  vocations® 
raldioc.org. 

Priesthood 
Discernment  Group, 

October  1  7,  9  am 
-  1  2  pm  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  219 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
NC  27603.  Adult 
Catholic  men  between 
the  ages  of  1  7-48 
discerning  a  possible 
call  to  Priesthood  are 
invited  to  the  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group 
meetings  held  on  the  third 
Saturday  of  each  month. 
If  you  are  just  beginning 
to  contemplate  a  vocation 
or  are  more  serious  about 
a  call  to  priesthood  please 
consider  attending  this 
group.  The  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group 
provides  a  fraternal 
environment  in  which  to 


Upcoming  events 

at  Avila  Retreat  Center 

71  1  Mason  Road,  Durham.  27712. 
To  register  or  for  more  information,  call 
919.477.1285. 


►►  Living  As  a  Relational  Person 
in  the  21st  Century,  October  1 4, 
9:30  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  Our  relationship  with  God  is  the  most 
significant  of  all  our  relationships.  It  overshadows  all  others 
and  is  the  bedrock  on  which  all  of  our  other  relationships  are 
based.  God  is  Love  and  always  loving  us.  But  the  lifeblood 
of  love  is  communication.  Our  challenge  is  communicating 
with  God  in  prayer.  Come  to  explore  and  experience  various 
prayer  styles  to  increase  your  capacity  for  this  most  important 
activity.  Presenter:  Loretta  Brady,  LCSW,  has  been  active  as  a 
psychotherapist,  author,  public  speaker,  consultant  and  adjunct 
professor  at  National-Louis  University.  Loretta  served  ten 
years  in  the  Archdiocese  of  Chicago  as  a  Director  of  Religious 
Education  and  Parish  Liturgist.  She  is  a  spiritual  director  as 
well  as  a  workshop  and  retreat  presenter.  Donation:  $30. 
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discuss  your  discernment 
of  a  possible  call  to 
Priesthood  with  other  men 
who  are  also  examining 
the  call.  The  group 
discusses  issues  central 
to  the  call  and  does  so 
within  the  context  of 
prayer,  presentations,  and 
discussion.  The  morning 
begins  with  Mass.  Coffee 
and  doughnuts  will  be 
available  in  the  Office 
of  Vocations  (two  doors 
down  from  the  Cathedral) 
after  Mass.  Morning 
Prayer,  a  discussion/ 
presentation  about 
discernment/ Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch 
follow.  Next  Discernment 
Group  October  1  7.  For 
more  information  contact 
the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

Catholic  Charities 
Sunday,  October  25. 
Celebration  thanking 
parishioners  for  their 
support  of  Catholic 
Charities'  mission  and 
sharing  information 
about  the  agency. 
For  more  information 
contact  Patricia  Reid 
at  919.821.9146  or 
patricia.reid@raldioc.org. 

Catholic  Campaign  for 
Human  Development 
Awards,  October  29, 
6:30  p.m.  at  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel  Church, 
804  High  House  Road, 
Cary,  NC  27513.  The 
annual  Campaign  for 
Human  Development 
Grants  Award  dinner  and 
the  Catholic  Charities  John 
J.  Carey  Award  recognition 
will  be  held  in  St. 
Michael's  Parish  Center. 
All  are  invited  to  come 
celebrate  the  good  being 
accomplished  in  North 


Carolina.  RSVP  by  email 
tojurski@raldioc.org  or  by 
calling  919-821-9751. 

Search  #156,  November 
6,  7  p.m.  -  November 
8,  2  p.m.,  at  the  Short 
Journey  Center,  2323 
Cleveland  Road, 
Smithfield,  NC  27577. 
SEARCH  is  a  weekend 
retreat  for  1  1  th- 1  2th 
grade  youth.  Activities 
encourage  self-discovery 
and  reflection  on 
relationships  with  others 
and  with  God.  It  is  a  peer- 
led  retreat.  The  team  is 
made  up  of  past  Searchers 
who  model  leadership, 
faith  sharing,  and  ministry 
with  their  peers.  Adults  in 
youth  ministry  also  attend, 
participate  and  supervise 
the  Search  retreat 
program.  Cost:  $105. 
Registration  Deadline: 
October  22. 


Please  pray  for  these  deceased  priests 
during  the  upcoming  months. 


October 


Most  Rev.  James  J.  Navagh,  1%5 
Rev.  Maurice  Roche,  CM.,  1994 
Msgr.  William  G.  Wcllein,  1997 
Rev.  Paul  G.  Termer,  1970 
Msgr.  Michael  A.  Carey,  1971 
Rev.  Leo  G.  Doetterl,  1956 
Msgr.  Christopher  Dcnnen,  1939 

November 

Rev.  Thomas  G.  Roche,  1963 
Rev.  Albert  J.Todd,  1989 
Rev.  Msgr.  Frederick  A.  Koch,  1999 
Rev.  George  A.  Woods,  1960 
Msgr.  John  Manley,  1981 


Rev.  John  A.  Walker,  1988 

Rev.  Raymond  J.  Donohuc,  1997 

Rev.  Millard  L.  Neale,  1947 

Rev.  Bernard  J.  Vincent,  1969 

Rev.  Joseph  McNamara,  O.M.I. ,  1991 

Rev.  John  B.  Murphy,  1938 


Rev.  Robert  T.  Lawson,  2008 
Rev.  John  J.  Hyland,  1975 
Rev.  John  A.  Regan,  1976 
Rev.  Stephen  Sullivan,  1989 


December 

Msgr.  Francis  Smith,  1983 
Rev.  Vincent  M.  Stokes,  1979 
Rev.  James  A.  Cowan,  1968 
Most  Rev.  Vincent  S.  Waters,  1974 
Rev.  Allen  A.  Jacobs,  1997 
Rev.  Paul  A.  Murphy,  1948 
Rev.  John  B.  McGuirk,  1979 
Rev.  Francis  A.  Scheurich,  1975 
Rev.  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  1962 
Rev.  Ambrose  Rohrbacher,  1969 
Rev.  William  E.  Pearson,  1962 
Msgr.  Louis  j.  Bour,  1962 


Msgr.  Peter  J.  McNerncy,  V.G.,  1967 
Msgr.  Herbert  A.  Harkins,  1962 
Most  Rev.  Charles  B.  McLaughlin,  1978 
Rev.  Edward  F.  Rigney,  1959 
Rev.  William  D.  Kowal,  2008 
Rev.  Thomas  M.  McAvoy,  1978 
Msgr.  Francis  J.  Howard,  1971 
Rev.  Maurice  Spillane,  1992 
Most  Rev.  Eugene  J.  McGuinness,  1957 
Rev.  John  A.  Weidinger,  1979 
Rev.  Joseph  J.  Klaus,  2008 

Knights  of  Columbus 
North  Carolina  State  Council 


St.  Raphael 
Youth  Serve  in 
South  Carolina 

This  summer  members 
of  the  youth  ministry  group 
at  Saint  Raphael  the  Archan- 
gel Catholic  Church  went  to 
Charleston,  South  Carolina 
as  part  of  their  mission  trip. 
The  group  included  1  8  high 
school  youth,  representing  6 
area  high  schools,  and  was 
coordinated  by  Pat  Foran, 
Youth  Ministry  Coordina- 
tor at  Saint  Raphael,  in 
conjunction  with  Catholic 
Heart  Work  Camp.  The 
young  people  were  placed 
in  work  groups  with  Catholic 
teens  from  other  states,  and 
completed  projects  such  as 
framing  a  house,  painting, 
building  a  handicap  access 
ramp,  landscaping,  daycare 
and  working  in  the  local  food 
bank.  For  more  information 
on  the  mission  trip  or  on 
youth  ministry  at  St.  Ra- 
phael, contact  Pat  Foran  at 
foranp@saintraphael.org. 


Catholic  Daughters  Seek  Members 

Catholic  Daughters  of  America  is  seeking  Catholic  women  ages 
1  8  and  up  to  join  its  organization.  CDA  is  a  large  and  vital  organization 
in  the  Church  and  community,  with  over  95,000  members  worldwide. 
CDA  helps  others  by  building  homes  through  Habitat  for  Humanity, 
helping  with  disaster  relief,  supporting  local  parishes  and  much  more. 
Courts  are  located  in  the  Raleigh  Diocese  in  New  Bern,  Jacksonville, 
Durham,  Elizabeth  City,  Wilmington/Carolina  Beach,  Hampstead  and 
Havelock.  For  more  information  contact  Sheila  Storey,  State  Re- 
gent, at  91 9.489.1  776  or  Essie  Walker,  First  Vice  State  Regent,  at 
704.577.7436. 


parish  profile 


Young  and 
confident  in  the  Lord 

St.  Matthew,  Durham 


The  pioneers  of  the  Catholic  community  of  St.  Mat- 
thew were  100  determined  families  from  Immaculate 
Conception  Church  in  downtown  Durham.  In  1990 
the  "Mother  church"  gave  the  fledgling  community  19 
acres  of  land  on  Mason  Road,  in  the  rolling  fields 
of  north  Durham  adjacent  to  Avila  Retreat 
Center.  The  Diocese  provided  a  pastor, 
Father  Thomas  Tully  and  the  new 
parish  was  named  in  a  meeting  at 
the  Eno  Trace  Clubhouse. 


While  planning  and  raising  mon- 
ey to  build  a  church,  St.  Matthew 
bought  a  building  nearby  to  serve 
as  a  Parish  Center,  with  a  chapel, 
rectory  and  office.  Liturgies,  larger 
meetings  and  social  functions  were 
held  there  or  wherever  space  could 
be  arranged,  including  parishio- 
ners' homes,  a  motel,  a  couple  of 
public  schools  and  the  Aldersgate 
Methodist  Church.  Meanwhile  the 
community  learned  that  watershed 
restrictions  would  require  the 
purchase  of  additional  land  to  meet 


projected  needs. 

Work  on  a  church  site  began  in 
earnest  on  the  Feast  of  St.  Matthew, 
September  21,  1993,  and  ground 
was  broken  in  December.  The  fol- 
lowing July  a  Eucharistic  proces- 
sion brought  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
from  the  chapel  to  the  new  church 
for  the  first  Mass.  Bishop  E  Joseph 
Gossman  dedicated  St.  Matthew  on 
December  4,  1994. 

In  the  last  two  decades,  the  par- 
ish has  grown  more  than  fourfold 
(to  435  families)  and  the  expansion 


St.  Matthew, 
Durham 

1001 

Mason  Rd. 
Durham,  NC 
27712-9125 

919.479.1001 


of  parish  facilities  has  continued. 
Temporary  buildings  were  added 
to  house  parish  offices  and  to 
provide  additional  meeting  space. 
Saint  Matthew  Catholic  Cemetery 
was  established  in  1997  and  an 
offsite  rectory  purchased  in  1998. 
Today,  current  Pastor  Father  Robert 
Diegelman  explains,  more  than 
two  years  of  planning  and  fund- 
raising  for  a  new  Parish  Center  are 
reaching  their  culmination,  with 
construction  to  start  in  the  near 
future. 

Father  Diegelman  describes 
his  flock  as  "independent  and 
involved."  St.  Matthews  diverse 
membership  includes  Anglos 
and  Hispanics,  Vietnamese  and 
Filipinos,  and  many  youth.  Faith 
formation  has  expanded  along 
with  the  congregation.  "Our  faith 
community  works  together  to  live 
out  the  Gospel,"  Father  Diegel- 
man says,  citing 
k  numerous 
^  outreach 
initiatives. 
There  is  a 
special  con- 
cern for  the  sick 
and  homebound;  pa- 
rishioners bring  Communion 
to  members  unable  to  come 
to  church,  and  Father  Diegelman 
serves  as  a  Catholic  chaplain  at 
Durham  Regional  Hospital. 

Compared  to  most  of  the  par- 
ishes in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  St. 
Matthew  is  young.  It  is  optimistic, 
however,  as  its  official  parish  his- 
tory proclaims:  "God  has  blessed 
our  parish  over  the  last  19  years. 
We  confidently  move  forward 
knowing  He  will  continue  to 
shower  His  love  on  our  parish 
community." 


the  Diocese  of 
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BELLE  MEADE 

mi  ST.  JOSEPH  tfUf  PfNtS 


Explore  the  Possibilities 

Protect  Your  Health 

with  our  spiritual,  recreational,  and  social 
wellness  programs  and  a  full  continuum  of  health  services. 


PINE  KNOLL 

tt  ST  /nSKPH  <4il*  PINKS 


Enjoy  Your  Time 

with  family  and  friends,  hobbies  and  traveling,  and  leave  the  housekeeping,  maintenance,  and  landscaping  to  us. 

Whether  you  embrace  the  gated,  resort  style  of  Belle  Meade  or  the  timeless,  classic  style  of  Pine  Knoll, 
you  will  find  your  future  begins  with  St.  Joseph  of  the  Pines. 

Offering  Mass  at  our  two  beautiful  chapels 
Golfing  privileges  at  seven  premier  golf  courses 

To  learn  more  about  continuing  care  retirement  living  at 
Belle  Meade  and  Pine  Knoll,  call 
910.246.1008  or  800.343.7463 


0 


www.sjp.org 


ST.  JOSEPH  of  the  PINES 


Nationally  Accredited 


"It's  dining  with 
c^/wbethat  we  like." 

~  Roy  and  Dot  Culler,  Pennybyrn  residents  since  2008.  ~ 


We  love  the  food  at  Pennybyrn,"  says  Pennybyrn 
resident  Roy  Culler.  "The  desserts  are  just  too 
good!  Dot  and  I  enjoy  choosing  from  a  menu. 
The  staff  is  so  gracious  and  the  dining  room 
is  beautiful.  We  look  forward  to  it  every  day." 
Roy  says  Pennybyrn's  atmosphere  also 
satisfies.  "There's  a  unique  spirit,  as  though 
you've  all  known  each  other  for  years.  It  gives 
you  a  good,  safe  feeling.  We're  very  pleased." 

You  too  can  enjoy  retirement  living  with  a 
menu  of  advantages.  Call  (336)  821-4050  or 
toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 


[X-HMYBVKR1 

atMARYFIELD 


Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260  " 
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CBS  3938  DAU1S  LIBRARY 
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For  the  latest  diocesan  news  &  information  logon  to  uyu.  dioceseof raleiah.  or*3 


Year  End  Giving . . . 

plan  today  for  the  best  results 


has  traditionally  been  the  busiest  season  of  the  year  for 
giving  as  people  review  their  finances  and  take  steps  to  complete 
the  gifts  they  intend  to  make  before  years  end.  The  Catholic 
Church  has  many  giving  opportunities  for  your  year  end  giving. 

If  you  would  like  to  make  a  gift  or  want  information  on  gift 
types,  please  check  the  appropriate  box  below  and  the  Office  of 
Stewardship  and  Institutional  Advancement  will  be  happy  to  follow  up  with  you 


We  would  like  more  information 

on  Year  End  Giving  Options  to  Benefit  Us  and  Our  Church 

i  .' 

•     Outright  Gifts:                            (check  all  that  apply) 

|    □  Cash 

[    □  Stocks  (please  send  stock  transfer  instructions) 
!    □  Real  Estate 

I  Planned  Gifts: 

[    □  Bequest  (please  send  legal  language) 

|    □  Charitable  Gift  Annuity 

!    □  Charitable  Remainder  Trust 

i    CI  Life  Insurance  Policy 

i    □  IRAs  and  Retirement  Plans 

■  i 

i 

Name 
Address 

Citv                                                               State  Zip 
Telephone  (           )  Email 

Please  mail  to:  Office^of  Stewardship  &  Institutional  Advancement,  Diocese  of  i 
Raleigh,  71 5  Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27606. 
or  call  (919)  821-9721  or  send  an  email  to:  mike.pedley@raldioc.org 
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In  Graham  Greenes  famous  novel,  The  Power  and 
the  Glory,  there  is  a  powerful  moment.  The  priest 
is  near  the  end  of  his  life  and  is  doing  some  deep 
soul-searching.  The  last  line  of  the  scene  is  espe- 
cially moving:  "He  knew  at  the  end  there  was  only  one 
thing  that  counted  —  to  be  a  saint." 


In  November,  the  universal 
Church  celebrates  the  Feast  of  All 
Saints  and  the  lives  of  those  who 
now  live  in  the  fullness  of  God's 
promise.  The  feast  also  reminds 
us  that  in  and  through  our  baptism 
we  belong  to  the  Communion  of 
Saints  and  must  strive  daily  to  imi- 
tate the  holiness  of  those  who  have 
gone  before  us,  ever  dependent 
on  their  intercession. 

The  list  of  canonized  saints 
includes  people  like  us:  people  of 
great  diversity,  varied  personalities, 
a  wide  array  of  gifts  and  weakness- 
es and  an  assortment  of  vocations. 
Yet,  there  are  two  specific  qualities 
to  highlight  which  they  embraced 
and  so  must  we:  faith  in  the  midst 
of  suffering  and  focus  in  the  midst 
of  chaos. 

Like  any  disciple  of  the  Lord, 
the  saints  experienced  suffering, 

Like  any  disciple  of  the  Lord,  the 
saints  experienced  suffering,  con- 
flicts, hardships  and  even  persecu- 
tion. They  inspire  us  because  in 

their  sufferings  and  hardships, 
their  trust  in  God's  abiding  love 
became  paramount. 


conflicts,  hardships  and  even  per- 
secution. They  inspire  us  because 
in  their  sufferings  and  hardships, 
their  trust  in  God's  abiding  love 
became  paramount.  Jesus  was 
their  rock,  their  fortress  and  their 
might.  As  disciples  of  the  Lord  we 
will  necessarily  be  called  to  share 
in  His  cross.  In  faith,  this  can  be  a 
grace-filled  opportunity  to  grow  in 
holiness  as  we  unite  our  suffer- 
ings ever  more  deeply  to  His  and 


Be  a  Saint! 


entrust  our  cares  to  the  One  who 
always  cares  for  us.  It  is  the  saintly 
thing  to  do!  As  a  source  of  inspira- 
tion, try  to  find  time  this  month  to 
read  again  the  story  of  one  of  your 
favorite  saints  and  to  allow  his  or 
her  example  and  words  to  speak 
to  your  heart. 

The  saints  experienced  the 
chaos  of  earthly  life  and  a  world, 
like  ours,  that  so  often  confuses 
priorities  and  forgets  the  values 
and  virtues  that  are  from  above. 
Yet,  they  did  not  lose  focus.  They 
kept  their  eyes  on  the  things  above. 
We,  too,  must  avoid  embracing 
the  empty  promises  of  this  world. 
I  encourage  you  to  take  time  this 
month  to  read  prayerfully  and  me- 
diate upon  the  Beatitudes  (Matthew  5: 
1-11).  The  Catechism  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church  states,  "The  Beatitudes 
invite  us  to  purify  our  hearts  of 
bad  instincts  and  to  seek  the  love 
of  God  above  all  else.  They  teach 
us  that  true  happiness  is  not  found 
in  any  human  achievement. .  .but 
in  God  alone,  the  source  of  every 
good  and  of  all  love."  (ccc  1 723) 
The  saints  never  lost  that  focus  and 
neither  must  we. 

This  is  a  month  we  also 
remember  in  a  special  way  the 
faithful  departed:  our  deceased 
grandparents,  parents,  family 
members,  friends  and  special 


people  who  taught  and  inspired 
us.  We  remember  them  in  love 
and  in  thanksgiving  to  God  for 
the  gift  of  their  lives  in  our  midst. 
We  honor  them  in  making  sure 
that  their  good  example  and  fine 
qualities  are  reflected  in  our  lives.  It 
is  also  our  sacred  duty  to  pray  for 
the  faithful  departed  and  for  their 
eternal  happiness  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven.  To  all  those  who  are 
mourning  the  recent  death  of  a 
beloved  family  member,  I  express 
deepest  sympathy  and  convey 
assurance  of  prayers.  May  your 
faith  in  Jesus,  the  Resurrection  and 
the  Life,  sustain  you  and  may  the 
love  of  the  special  people  in  your 
lives  and  your  parish  community 
support  you,  especially  at  this  time. 

If  we  seem  a  bit  overwhelmed 
by  the  call  to  imitate  the  lives  of  the 
saints,  we  need  only  take  to  heart 
the  words  of  Saint  Bernard,  who 
says,  "We  must  seek  the  prayers 
of  the  saints.  Thus,  what  is  beyond 
our  own  powers  to  obtain  will  be 
granted  through  their  intercession." 

We  ask  for  the  Lord's  divine 
assistance  to  be  strong  in  faith 
and  focused  on  Him  alone  as  the 
source  of  happiness  and  of  all 
love.  In  this  way,  we  remain  true  to 
the  call  to  holiness.  And  after  all,  in 
the  end  there  is  only  one  thing  that 
counts  —  to  be  a  saint! 
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They  Bring  Hope  and  Joy  to  Service  -  First  Responders  tell  stories  of  faith  and  heroic  virtue 

►►  You  won't  meet  a  police  officer,  firefighter  or  paramedic  who  considers  himself  or  herself  a 
saint.  What  will  strike  you,  though,  if  the  first  responders  who  spoke  with  NCC  are  any  example,  is 
the  joy  and  hope  they  bring  to  service. 
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Cardinal  Egan  Challenges 
awyers 


e  need  lawyers  who  will  not  'stand  outside 
the  theater'  but  who  will  'take  the  podium' 
and  speak  with  clarity,  patience  and,  above 
all,  courage."  Those  were  the  words  of  the 
homilist  and  principal  celebrant,  His  Eminence  Edward  Cardi- 
nal Egan,  Archbishop  Emeritus  of  New  York,  at  the  Red  Mass  on 
October  9th  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh.  The  Mass  rec- 
ognized government  officials  and  all  who  work  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession. Among  those  concelebrating  with  Cardinal  Egan  were  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  the  Most 
Reverend  F.  Joseph  Gossman,  Bishop  Emeritus  of  Raleigh,  Rever- 
end Msgr.  David  D.  Brockman,  Vicar  General  of  the  Diocese,  and 
Rev.  Daniel  D.  Oschwald,  Rector  of  the  Cathedral. 


The  Red  Mass  had 
its  origin  in  the  1  3th 
Century  and  was  first 
introduced  in  the  United 
States  in  1  928.  The 
Mass  gets  its  name 
from  the  red  vestments 
worn  by  the  celebrant 
and  concelebrants  to 
symbolize  the  Holy 
Spirit,  whose  guidance 
is  invoked  to  assist  all 
those  who  seek  justice. 

In  his  homily,  Cardinal 
Egan  spoke  about  the 
heroic,  anonymous  law- 
yer in  the  first  reading 
who  quelled  the  riot  of 
the  silversmiths  in  Ephesus.  The  reading,  from  Acts  1  9:23-40,  told  how  the  silversmiths 
of  Ephesus,  whose  income  depended  in  great  part  on  selling  silver  images  of  the  goddess 
Diana  and  her  temple,  violently  confronted  two  of  Saint  Paul's  associates,  because  their 
preaching  of  the  One  God  was  hurting  business.  The  silversmiths  rioted  for  two  hours, 
until  the  "town  clerk"  went  to  the  podium  and  sent  them  away  with  words  the  Cardinal 
described  as  "good,  right,  decent,  civilized  -  and  true." 

It  was  unusual  for  St.  Luke,  the  author  of  Acts,  to  include  a  person  in  his  writing  without 
naming  him,  Cardinal  Egan  said.  "Why  do  we  not  know  the  name  of  that  heroic  lawyer?" 
he  asked,  and  then  explained  to  the  congregation,  "Because  that  lawyer  is  you." 

At  the  end  of  Mass,  Msgr.  Brockman  expressed  special  thanks  on  the  Bishop's  behalf 
to  members  of  the  legal  community  who  assisted  in  planning  the  Mass  and  the  reception 
which  followed:  Judge  Allyson  Duncan,  Judge  Terrence  Boyle,  Judge  James  Dever,  Judge 
Ann  Marie  Calabria,  Judge  Paul  Gessner,  Mr.  Tom  Lindgren,  and  Mr.  Kieran  Shanahan. 


Homilist  and  principal  celebrant,  His  Eminence  Edward  Cardinal 
Egan,  Archbishop  Emeritus  of  New  York,  at  the  Red  Mass  on  Octo- 
ber 9th  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh. 
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St.  Leo  the  Great,  pope  and  doctor  of  the  church  Novembt 


Diocese  Establishes 
Catechetical  Institute 

In  an  effort  to  bring  continued 
faith  formation  to  adults  in  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh,  the  Diocesan  Department 
of  Catholic  Formation  and  Evangeliza- 
tion has  established  the  Catechetical 
Institute,  a  new  education  and  faith 
formation  program  offering  a  combi- 
nation of  onsite  and  online  courses. 
The  Institute,  which  is  required  for 
all  faith  formation  directors,  parish 
catechetical  teachers  and  Catho- 
lic school  religion  teachers  in  the 
Diocese,  and  open  to  all  adults,  will 
roll  out  courses  over  the  next  three 
years  in  six  subjects:  The  Creed  (cur- 
rently in  session),  Scripture,  Liturgy, 
Sacraments,  Christian  Morality  and 
Christian  Prayer.  More  courses  will  be 
developed  in  the  future.  The  courses 
will  be  flexibly  scheduled  and  available 
at  host  sites  in  all  Diocesan  Deaneries 
in  English  and  Spanish.  Each  course 
is  twelve  hours  in  length. 

Over  a  year  of  design  and  planning 
has  gone  into  the  establishment  of  the 
Institute,  according  to  Sr.  Rose  Marie 
Adams,  IHM,  Executive  Director  of 
Catholic  Formation  and  Evangelization. 


"One  of  the  wonderful  things  about 
the  process  was  the  collaboration,"  Sr. 
Rose  said.  "In  addition  to  our  depart- 
ment offices,  we  had  participation 
from  Catholic  Schools,  from  African 
Ancestry  Ministry  and  Evangelization, 
Hispanic  Ministry,  and  the  Office  of 
Child  and  Youth  Protection.  So  every- 
one's needs  and  concerns  were  heard 
and  addressed,  in  order  to  make  the 
Institute  a  vibrant  catechetical  initiative." 

There  are  currently  over  200  par- 
ticipants in  the  Institute,  and  the  orga- 
nizers hope  to  see  that  number  grow. 
Robert  Jones,  Director  of  the  Cat- 
echetical Institute,  explained  that  the 
courses  are  based  on  The  Catechism 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  the  2006 
U.S.  Catholic  Catechism  for  Adults. 

"The  training  is  for  all  people  who 
want  to  grow  in  their  faith  and  pass  that 
faith  on,"  Jones  said.  "We  don't  have 
a  Catholic  college  or  seminary  in  our 
Diocese,  so  we  need  a  systematic  way 
to  help  people  hear  their  call  from  God 
to  teach  the  faith,  to  help  them  be  com- 
petent and  confident  in  doing  so.  One 
of  our  goals  is  also  to  place  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Catechism  for  Adults  in  the 
hands  of  every  adult  in  the  Diocese." 

"Education  has  been  a  priority  for  our 


Bishop,"  Sr.  Rose  said,  "and  the  Institute 
addresses  the  concern  that  all  our  edu- 
cators in  faith  be  properly  trained.  This 
program  was  specifically  designed  so 
faith  formation  directors  no  longer  have 
to  design  their  own  courses  for  their 
catechists.  It's  been  done  for  them. 

"In  addition,  for  newer  catechists, 
we  have  a  six-session  Methods  and 
Skills  course,  part  of  which  includes 
the  Safe  Environment  training  re- 
quired by  the  Diocese." 

Participants  will  receive  certificates 
of  completion  after  finishing  each 
course.  On  the  successful  completion 
of  all  six  courses,  students  will  receive 
a  Certificate  of  Competence  signed 
by  the  Bishop. 

"For  those  who  are  unable  to  attend 
the  onsite  courses  at  this  time,  the  In- 
stitute hopes  to  produce  a  DVD  set  of 
the  complete  program,"  Robert  Jones 
said.  Videotaping  of  the  first  course 
has  already  begun. 

The  registration  for  each  six- 
session  course  is  $20,  plus  the 
cost  of  any  books  used.  Any  adult 
interested  in  participating  should  con- 
tact the  Director  at  9 1 9.82 1 .9740  or 
rob.jones@raldioc.org. 


Annual  Homeschool  Mass  Celebrated 

Nk  The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  celebrated 
the  annual  Diocesan  Mass  for  home  school  parents,  Sat- 
urday, September  1  9  at  Saint  Joseph  Church  in  Raleigh. 
The  Mass  was  hosted  by  The  Association  of  Roman 
Catholic  Homeschoolers  (ARCH)  of  Raleigh  and  Cary.  Its 
membership  is  made  up  of  families  throughout 
Wake  County  and  surrounding  areas. 

ARCH's  mission  is  to  promote  homeschooling 
among  Catholic  families  and  to  support  those  fami- 
lies who  are  engaged  in  providing  their  children's 
education  at  home.  Its  activities  and  functions  are 
founded  on  fidelity  to  the  teachings  of  the  Church. 

Noting  the  parable  of  the  seed  and  the  sower 
in  the  Gospel  reading  of  the  day,  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge said,  "We  all  hope  to  be  the  rich  ground  so 
that  we  will  produce  abundant  fruit  in  our  lives." 
He  spoke  of  the  importance  of  approaching  all 
that  we  do  with  humility,  discipline  and  confi- 
dence. Commenting  on  the  latter,  the  Bishop 
noted,  "Confidence  is  needed  because  some- 
times it  appears  that  our  hard  work  and  efforts 
do  not  pay  off  or  bring  benefits.  Yet  God  assures 


us  that  His  Word  and  grace  are  sufficient." 

Bishop  Burbidge  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  parents 
for  the  responsibility  they  are  assuming  as  the  primary 
teachers  of  their  children  in  the  way  of  faith.  "You  may  not 
always  see  immediate  and  visible  results,  but  trust  in  God's 
promise  that  through  His  divine  assistance  the  seeds  you 
plant  will  grow  in  ways  you  can  never  imagine." 


St.  Martin  of  Tours,  bishop  November  11  |  St.  Josaphat,  bishop  and  martyr  November  1 2  |  St.  Francis  Xavier  Cabrini,  virgin  November  1 3  |  St.  Gertrude,  virgin  November  1 6  | 


Bishop  Blesses  Catholic 
Newman  Center  at  Elon 


Elon  University's  new  home  for  its  Catholic  Campus  Min- 
istry students  opened  formally  with  a  Mass  and  blessing  at  the 
University  on  Saturday,  September  26th.  The  event  began  with 
a  Mass  at  the  McCrary  Theatre  in  Elon's  Center  for  the  Arts. 
Concelebrating  were  Fr.  Robert  Benko,  OFM.  Conv.,  Dean  of 
the  Piedmont  Deanery  and  Pastor  of  Blessed  Sacrament  Parish 
in  Burlington,  and  Fr.  Gerald  Waterman,  Campus  Minister  at 
Elon.  In  attendance  were  Dr.  Leo  M.  Lambert,  President  of  Elon, 
and  Mrs.  Lambert,  as  well  as  many  students  involved  in  Catholic 
Campus  Ministry,  along  with  their  parents. 

The  occasion  was  the  opening  of  the  new  Catholic  Newman 
Center  on  campus.  Through  a  collaborative  agreement  between 
the  University  and  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  the  Holland  House, 
a  4,000-square  foot  building  which  had  served  as  the  official 
residence  for  two  presidents  of  the  University,  was  moved  a  half 
mile  across  campus  to  become  the  Newman  Center. 

In  his  homily,  Bishop  Burbidge  spoke  about  the  purpose  of  cam- 
pus ministry.  "The  objectives  of  Catholic  campus  ministry  are  clear," 
he  said.  "To  help  students  grow  in  their  relationship  with  the  Lord;  to 
grow  rich  in  the  sight  of  God;  to  be  focused  on  the  real  purposes  of 
life  and  to  become  men  and  women  whose  faith  will  help  to  trans- 
form this  campus  and  wherever  they  may  be  sent  in  the  future. 

"We  thank  in  a  special  way  tonight,"  the  Bishop  continued, 
"President  Lambert,  his  administration,  Father  Waterman  and  our 
benefactors  for  their  enthusiastic  commitment  to  campus  ministry!" 

After  Mass,  guests  were  shuttled  to  the  new  center  for  a  formal 
blessing  of  the  building  and  a  tour  and  reception.  In  his  remarks 
at  the  ceremony,  President  Lambert  said,  "Our  goal  at  Elon  is 
for  every  student  to  develop  spiritually  while  they're  here.  The 
visionary,  the  champion  for  this,  who  swept  us  all  into  believing 
this  could  happen  and  that  it  could  happen  more  quickly  than  any 
of  us  thought,  was  Father  Gerry." 

"The  Center  will  provide  students  with  a  library  and  meeting 
space  and  a  place  to  hold  weekly  programs  and  dinners.  "It  will 
be  a  place  students  can  call  home,"  said  Father  Waterman.  "It  will 
also  help  establish  our  identity  and  nourish  our  faith  community, 
which  is  so  important  to  an  undergrad  on  campus."  In  addition  to 
the  library  and  social  activities  space,  the  facility  includes  living 
quarters  for  three  Catholic  students  and  a  newly  hired  peer  minis- 
try coordinator. 

Twenty-two  percent  of  Elon  students  are  Catholic.  Approxi- 
mately 1  80  students  are  regular  participants  in  Catholic  Campus 
Ministry  programs.  The  Newman  Center  at  Elon  is  one  of  seven 
supported  by  the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  Newman  Centers 
already  exist  at  UNC  Chapel  Hill,  Duke  University,  East  Carolina 
University,  UNC  Wilmington,  NC  Central  University  and  NC 
State  University. 


Annual  Hispanic  Heritage  Mass 
Celebrated  in  Elizabeth  City 

More  than  six  hundred  people  turned  out  Saturday,  October 
1 0,  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  Annual  Hispanic  Heritage  Mass, 
celebrated  this  year  at  Holy  Family  Church  in  Elizabeth  City.  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  presided  at  the  liturgy.  Father 
Carlos  Arce,  Diocesan  Vicar  for  Hispanics,  was  the  homilist.  This 
year's  theme  was  "United  in  Christ,  The  Faithfulness  of  Priests." 

Each  year,  the  Mass  is  celebrated  in  one  of  the  eight  deaneries 
of  the  Diocese.  This  was  the  first  time  it  was  held  in  the  Albe- 
marle Deanery,  which  is  the  northeastern  part  of  the  54-county 
Diocese. 

The  annual  Mass  recognizes  and  pays  tribute  to  the  many 
gifts  Hispanic  immigrants  bring  to  the  Church  and  communities 
throughout  the  Diocese.  The  celebration  highlights  the  rich  faith  of 
the  Hispanic  people,  their  strong  family  values  and  their  dedica- 
tion work  ethic. 

In  his  homily  to  the  overflow  gathering,  Father  Arce  talked 
about  the  family  of  God,  connecting  it  to  the  celebration  of  the 
"Year  for  Priests."  He  explained  that  Priests  are  instruments  of 
God,  called  to  serve  our  Heavenly  Father  and  His  people. 

The  Heritage  Mass  attracted  people  from  parishes  throughout 
the  Diocese  with  people  coming  from  as  far  away  as  Saint  Julia 
Church  in  Siler  City,  which  is  the  furthest  location  in  the  Diocese 
from  Elizabeth  City. 

Death  of  Father  Da- 
vid O'Connor,  ST. 


Father  David  O'Connor, 
a  member  of  the  Missionary 
Servants  of  the  Most  Holy 
Trinity,  died  September  2nd  at 
the  age  of  8 1 .  After  parish  as- 
signments in  Virginia,  Alabama 
and  Maysville,  North  Carolina, 
where  he  was  the  assistant  pas- 
tor at  USMC  Camp  Lejeune, 
he  was  assigned  to  Rome,  Italy. 
He  was  appointed  an  official 
expert  (Peritus)  at  Vatican 
Council  II  (1962-i1965). 
From  1967  to  1978  he 
was  elected  to  the  General 
Council  of  his  religious  order 
and  served  as  its  Secretary 
General.  He  then  turned  to 
teaching,  becoming  a  full  time 
professor  at  the  Washington 


Theological  Union  and  Chair  of 
the  Department  of  Canon  Law 
until  his  retirement  in  1  995. 
He  served  until  2006  as  the 
Promoter  of  Justice  and  the 
Defender  of  the  Bond  for  the 
Marriage  Tribunal  of  the  Arch- 
diocese of  Washington. 
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Gala  Raises  $73K  for  Life 


Nfc  The  annual  Benefit  for  Life  Gala  on  October  2nd  raised 
$73,000  for  four  pro-life  causes.  Held  at  Raleigh's  North  Ridge 
Country  Club,  the  event  drew  245  people  to  support  Birthchoice; 
the  parish-based  Gabriel  Project  that  is  supported  by  Birthchoice 
and  that  mentors  mothers-to-be  and  provides  necessary  baby 
items  and  support;  Project  Rachel,  a  post-abortion  healing  retreat 
and  support  group;  and  Family  Honor,  a  national  Catholic  non- 
profit that  supports  parents  in  raising  virtuous  children. 

The  gala  included  a  formal  sit-down  dinner,  a  silent  auction  and 
progress  reports  from  te  directors  of  the  four  organizations.  The 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  was  the 
guest  of  honor.  The  keynote  speaker  was  Deirdre  McOuade,  As- 
sistant Director  for  Policy  and  Communications  for  the  Pro-Life  Secretariat  of  the  United  States 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  (USCCB). 

In  her  address,  titled  "Imitating  Jesus  in  Pro-Life  Conversations,"  Ms.  McQuade  pointed  out 
that  while  promoting  the  Culture  of  Life  is  often  challenging,  Scripture  offers  a  helpful  model  in 
the  story  of  the  woman  at  the  well  (John  4). 

'Uesus,  the  Lord  of  Life,  meets  the  Samaritan  woman  where  she  lives.  He  affirms  the  limited 
truth  she  speaks,  confronts  without  judging  her,  and  offers  a  more  satisfying  way  of  life,"  Ms. 
McOuade  said.  "As  Christians,  we  are  equipped  to  imitate  His  compassion,  respect,  and  gener- 
osity. For  many  caught  up  in  the  Culture  of  Death,  such  non  accusatory  encounters  could  offer 
the  freedom  to  start  over  and  to  protect  all  life  from  conception  to  natural  death." 


Deirdre  McQuade, 
Keynote  Speaker 


CCHD  Grants  Awarded 

►►  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  presented 
its  2009  Catholic  Campaign  for  Human 
Development  (CCHD)  local  grants  to  ten 
community-based  organizations  at  its  an- 
nual award  dinner  on  October  29th  at  Saint 
Michael  the  Archangel  Church  in  Cary.  Two 
eastern  North  Carolina  organizations  also 
received  national  CCHD  grants. 

Funding  for  all  the  grants  comes  from 
the  annual  Catholic  Campaign  for  Human 
Development  collection  which  takes  place 
in  parishes  across  the  country  in  November. 
Since  1 970,  CCHD  has  funded  community 
and  economic  development  programs  that 
build  strong  communities  through  participa- 
tion of  low-income  leaders  and  a  focus  on 
the  roots  of  poverty.  This  year's  Diocesan 
collection  takes  place  in  parishes  November 
14th- 15th. 

The  dinner  was  attended  by  representa- 
tives of  the  organizations  and  the  Most  Rever- 
end Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh. 
In  addition  to  the  awarding  of  the  grants, 
Catholic  Charities  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
presented  its  annual  John  J.  Carey  Award 
to  Bob  and  Ten  Bowemnan  of  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  Parish  in  Raleigh.  The  Carey  Award 
is  given  to  those  who  have  made  outstanding 
contributions  to  social  ministry  in  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  and  have  shown  a  strong  commit- 
ment to  the  Church's  social  mission. 

Local  recipients  announced  at  the  October 
29  dinner  were: 

1 .  Step  Up  Ministry  Life  Skills  Program, 
Raleigh:  Step  Up  Ministry  is  an  interfaith 
community  that  helps  over  500  program  par- 
ticipants each  year  to  achieve  self-sufficiency 
(stable  job,  home,  family). 

2.  Wake  Interfaith  Hospitality  Aftercare 
Program,  Raleigh:  Wake  Interfaith  Aftercare 
Program  provides  necessary  skills  after 

the  clients  have  established  a  home.  The 
program  provides  year  long  assistance  to  the 
clients  in  establishing  stability. 

3.  Feed  His  Sheep/Stellar  Peer  Recov- 
ery Ministry,  Clayton:  Stellar  Peer  Recov- 
ery is  a  drop-in  center  that  supports  mainly 
low-income  individuals  with  mental  disabilities. 

4.  St.  Ann's  Neighborhood  Center, 
Fayetteville:  The  St.  Ann  Neighborhood 
Program  was  established  by  the  Daughters 
of  Charity  thirteen  years  ago.  The  mission  of 
the  program  is  to  provide  boys  and  girls  living 
in  low-income  neighborhoods  with  academic 
tutoring  and  enrichment  activities. 

5.  Hoke  Reading/Literacy  Council, 
Raeford:  The  Council  provides  reading,  writ- 
ing, and  communication  skills  to  adults  and 
out-of-school  teenagers. 

6.  Summit  House,  Triangle:  Summit  House 
helps  mothers  convicted  of  nonviolent  crimes 
keep  their  children  by  providing  them  with  a 
safe  place  to  regain  control  of  their  lives  and 
become  productive  members  of  society. 


7.  Durham  Congregations  in  Action, 
Durham,  for  the  Yo  Program:  YO-Durham 
(Year  of  Opportunity  for  Durham  Teens)  of- 
fers at-risk  youth  opportunities  for  a  summer 
academy  about  life-choices  and  work-readi- 
ness, a  year-long,  paid  internship  with  a  local 
employer,  and  relationships  with  volunteer 
mentors  and  staff  to  support  them  in  building 
successful  lives  at  work,  school,  and  home. 

8.  Los  Padres  Latinos,  Durham:  Los  Pa- 
dres Latinos  enrolls  Spanish-speaking  moth- 
ers from  Immaculate  Conception  parish's 
Hispanic  membership  and  from  community 
partners  to  assist  with  parenting  and  life  skills. 

9.  Durham  Economic  Resource  Center 
(DERC),  Durham:  DERC  provides  dis- 
counted products  to  member  non-profit  and 
faith-based  organizations  to  alleviate  basic 
needs  among  the  poor,  ill,  and  elderly. 

10.  Catholic  Charities  Employment  As- 


J 

sistance  Project,  Fayetteville:  This  project 
assists  Catholic  Charities  clients  in  securing 
meaningful  employment.  Its  comprehensive 
range  of  services  includes:  skills  assess- 
ments, interviewing  techniques,  resume 
development,  and  use  of  job  search  engine 
technologies. 

The  two  national  recipients  were: 

Community  Success  Initiative,  Raleigh: 

This  initiative  creates  communities  where 
ex-offenders  can  transition  to  society  in  a 
productive  and  stable  manner. 
Triangle  CAN:  Triangle  C.A.N  is  a  broad 
based  network  of  over  60  local  institutions 
-  congregations,  synagogues,  non-profits 
and  civic  associations  -  that  works  to  change 
oppressive  structures  affecting  low-income 
and  poor  people  in  Durham,  Chapel  Hill  and 
Chatham  County. 


Virginia  Wood  and  Forbes  Collier  of  St. 

Thomas  More  School  in  Chapel  Hill  ran 
their  hardest  at  the  Triangle  Catholic 
School  Cross  Country  Championship 
held  at  St.  Mary  Magdalene  School  in 

Apex.  Boys  and  girls  from  six  parochial 
schools  competed  on  the  1 .9  mile 

course,  with  medals  and  ribbons  going 
to  the  top  20  boy  and  girl  finishers. 
The  top  teams,  the  boys  from  Cathe- 
dral School  and  the  girls  from  The 
Franciscan  School,  were  recognized 

with  plaques.  "Cross  country  is  a  spe- 
cial sport,"  said  St.  Mary  Magdalene 

Principal  Bob  Cadran.  "You  have  every 

parent  cheering  for  every  youngster  in 
the  competition." 
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Are  Feeding  Tubes  Required? 

" "  ne  of  the  very  practical 

M  concerns  that  patient- 
A        W  face  near  the  end  of  life 
^^^^r    involves  the  question  of 
feeding  tubes.  How  can  we  discern 
whether  a  feeding  tube  is  morally 
required?  The  answer  always  depends  on  the 
particulars  of  a  patients  situation,  but  there  are  a  few 
broad  considerations  that  can  help  in  the  discernment 
process.  As  a  general  rule,  we  ought  to  die  from  a 
disease  or  an  ailment  that  claims  our  life,  not  from  an 
action  (or  inaction)  by  someone  that  causes  our  death 
(for  example,  withholding  hydration).  Our  death, 
in  other  words,  should  result  from  the  progress  of 
a  pathological  condition,  not  from  a  lack  of  food  or 
water  if  it  could  have  been  readily  offered  to  provide 
comfort  and  support  to  a  patient. 


In  general,  there  should  be  a  presumption  in  favor 
of  providing  nutrition  and  hydration  to  all  patients, 
including  those  who  require  the  assistance  of  a  feeding 
tube.  A  feeding  tube  can  be  conceptualized  as  a  kind 
of  "long  spoon"  that  assists  us  in  feeding  someone  who 
has  difficulty  swallowing.  The  proper  starting  point  for 
the  discussion,  therefore,  is  the  recognition  that  feeding 
tubes  should  be  offered  to  patients  because  they  are 
likely  to  provide  two  benefits:  they  bring  comfort  to 
the  patient  and  alleviation  of  the  suffering  that  comes 
from  hunger  and  dehydration,  and  they  may  also  serve 
as  a  bridge  to  healing,  depending  on  the  details  of  the 
disease. 

Does  this  stance  imply  that  feeding  tubes  must 
always  be  used,  no  matter  what?  Certainly  not.  There 
will  be  circumstances  where  feeding  tubes  will  become 
"disproportionate"  or  "extraordinary"  and  will  not  be 
morally  obligatory  One  very  clear  example  would  be 
the  situation  in  which  a  feeding  tube  fails  to  provide 
nourishment  to  the  patient.  If  somebody  has  advanced 
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This  month  with 
Father  Tad  Pacholczyk 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the 
director  of  education 
at  the  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

(www.ncbcenter.org) 


cancer  of  the  digestive  tract,  for  instance,  so  that  he 
lacks  a  functional  stomach  or  intestines,  and  cannot 
absorb  nourishment,  a  feeding  tube  would  not  be 
required,  since  this  would  constitute  a  futile  kind  of 
"force  feeding." 

Several  other  examples  where  feeding  tubes  would 
not  be  required  could  be  mentioned.  In  some  cases, 
feeding  tubes  may  actually  cause  significant  problems 
of  their  own  for  a  patient.  For  example,  if  someone 
is  very  sick  and  dying,  perhaps  with  partial  bowel 
obstruction,  the  feeding  tube  may  cause  them  to 
vomit  repeatedly,  with  the  attendant  risk  of  inhaling 
their  vomit,  raising  the  specter  of  lung  infections  and 
respiratory  complications.  The  feeding  tube  under 
these  conditions  may  become  disproportionate  and 
unduly  burdensome,  and  therefore  non-obligatory. 

In  some  instances,  providing  drips  and  naso-gastric 
feeding  tubes  can  interfere  with  the  natural  course 
of  dehydration  in  a  way  that  causes  acute  discomfort 
to  the  patient  near  death.  When  the  kidneys  have 
not  shut  down,  the  fluids  can  sharply  increase  the 
flow  of  urine.  If  patients  are  extremely  weak  and 
have  lost  bladder  control,  they  may  need  to  have  a 
catheter  inserted,  which  can  be  distressing  to  patients 
and  their  families.  Intravenous  fluids  also  tend  to 
increase  respiratory  secretions,  making  it  more 
difficult  for  patients  to  catch  their  breath  or  cough, 
and  suction  may  be  required.  Providing  IV  hydration 
can  also  cause  a  flare  up  of  fluid  accumulation  in  the 
abdomen  and  expand  the  edema  layer  around  tumors, 
aggravating  symptoms,  particularly  pain.  Hence  the 
use  of  IV  drips  and  feeding  tubes  will  always  have  to 
be  evaluated  in  terms  of  the  totality  of  the  patients 
condition,  taking  into  account  any  undesirable  effects, 
and  the  likelihood  of  benefit. 


Charities  Thank 
Diocesan  Faithful 

Various  charities  praised 
the  generosity  of  the  faithful 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh, 
and  thanked  them  for  their 
support  in  various  collec- 
tions. Catholic  Relief  Services 


(CRS)  gratefully  acknowl- 
edged $1  10,51  5.93  given 
by  the  people  of  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  at  the  2009  CRS 
Collection.  Diocesan  col- 
lections also  benefited  the 
Catholic  Communication 
Campaign  ($32,090.64); 
the  Catholic  Home  Mission 


Appeal  ($77,056.47)  and 
the  Commissariat  of  the  Holy 
Land  ($77,308.35).  Ad- 
ditionally, Apostolic  Nuncio 
Archbishop  Pietro  Sambi 
thanked  the  Diocese  for 
$86, 191.13  donated  to  the 
Vatican  in  the  2009  Peter's 
Pence  collection. 
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St.  Andrew  Dung-Lac,  priest  and  m,  ( 


Guardian  Angels 


Other  circumstances  must  also  be  considered.  Is 
the  patient  suffering  from  dementia,  perhaps  due 
to  Alzheimer's  or  another  nervous  system  ailment? 
Demented  patients  present  a  special  challenge,  as  they 
may  need  to  be  restrained  in  order  for  a  feeding  tube 
to  be  inserted,  and  that  restraint  may  need  to  continue 
so  as  to  prevent  them  from  pulling  the  tube  out.  Both 
the  restraint  and  the  presence  of  the  tube  can  cause 
fear  and  anxiety  in  the  demented  patient,  and  one 
must  therefore  carefully  consider  whether  such  a  tube 
would  really  be  proportionate  to  the  patients  health 
care  needs,  especially  in  advanced  dementia  at  a  point 
close  to  death.  Our  desire  to  comfort  and  palliate  those 
suffering  from  an  end  stage  disease  is  an  important 
part  of  the  equation  in  mapping  out  the  best  options 
for  health  care  treatment.  If  we  have  to  tie  down  our 
loved  ones  and  cause  them  grave  discomfort  and 
uncontrollable  anxiety  in  order  to  provide  a  feeding 
tube,  such  a  tube  may  well  become  disproportionate 
and  non-obligatory. 

These  considerations  hold  most  notably  for  patients 
who  are  near  death,  where  it  is  clear  that  we  are  not 
obligated  to  extend  or  "string  out"  an  imminent 
death,  and  where  the  benefits  of  the  feeding  tube  will 
be  subject  to  considerable  discussion.  It  should  be 
emphasized,  however,  that  in  weighing  the  propriety 
of  tube-feeding,  we  must  specifically  examine 
the  burden  of  the  technique  itself,  and  not 
try  to  make  some  kind  of  global  assessment 
about  whether  we  believe  that  persons  life 
in  general  is  burdensome  or  "not  worth 
living."  Life  can  be  burdensome,  as  it  is  for 
all  of  us  at  times,  but  that  doesn't  provide 
us  with  license  to  shorten  it  by  refusing  a 
standard  and  effective  intervention. 

Sometimes  when  families  are 
discussing  whether  to  provide  a  feeding 
tube  to  a  loved  one  who  is  dying,  there 
may  be  concern  that  such  a  tube,  once 
inserted,  can  never  be  ethically  removed 
after  it  has  been  put  in  place.  In  point  of  fact, 
however,  such  an  understanding  would  be 
incorrect.  Merely  because  a  feeding  tube  has 
been  placed  does  not  say  anything  about 
whether  that  tube  can  later  be  withdrawn.  If 
the  patient's  circumstances  change  so  that  a 
feeding  tube  has  now  become  a  burdensome 
and  extraordinary  intervention,  that  tube 
can  be  withdrawn  without  hesitation  or 
compunction.  We  must  be  concerned  first 
and  foremost  with  providing  the  best  possible 
health  care  interventions  for  our  loved  ones, 
and  feeding  tubes  will  oftentimes,  but  not 
in  every  circumstance,  assist  us  in  exercising 
proper  stewardship  over  the  great  gift  of  human 
life  that  each  of  us  has  received  from  God. 


'm  glad  to  note  from  letters  and  emails  that  many 
of  you  are  enjoying  learning  about  your  priests 
in  the  "Did  You  Know?"  feature  in  NCCatholics 
and  on  our  Diocesan  Web  site  (http://www. 
dioceseofraleigh .  org/how/vocations/yfp/didyouknow. 
aspx).  This  month  I  was  struck  by  the  answer  (p.  25)  of 
Father  Romen  Acero,  Parochial  Vicar  at  St.  Thomas  More 
Parish  in  Chapel  Hill,  to  the  question,  "What  was  your 
most  memorable  spiritual  pilgrimage?" 

He  responded:  "The  day  I  denied  part  of  myself  and  went  to  the  heart  of  a 

neighbor  in  need  and  came  to  realize  that  Jesus  was  truly  present  there." 
What  a  profound  insight!  And  to  think  that  this  pilgrimage  is 
offered  to  each  of  us,  free  of  charge,  every  day.  In  fact,  many 
of  the  articles  in  NCC  over  the  years  have  been  about  people 
making  this  very  journey  to  the  Lord.  This  issue,  which 
features  "first  responders"  -  police,  firefighters  and  emergency 
medical  personnel  -  offers  a  dramatic  example  of  people 
Hwk    who  deny  their  natural  fear  in  order  to  help  their 

neighbors  in  need,  and  who  find  Jesus  in  the  people 
I      i  Ik  \  m.t\  e 

Main  ol  us  can  be  moved  by  the  picture  of 
a  firefighter  carrying  a  child  out  of  a  burning 
building.  But  not  all  the  people  these  heroes  serve 
are  obviously  "lovable,"  except  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord.  The  poor  and  homeless,  the  addicts  and 
prostitutes,  the  mentally  ill  —  the  neglected  and  the 
self-neglectful  -  often  require  help  just  as  critically 
as  a  burglarized  homeowner.  Police  fight  crime,  but 
like  firefighters  and  paramedics,  they  are  constantly 
vigilant  for  situations  where  they  can  help  those  in 
trouble.  Their  vigilance  can  be  an  example  for  all  of 
^      us  who  profess  faith. 

The  Diocesan  Blue  Mass  for  first  responders  was 
offered  in  October  on  the  Feast  of  the  Guardian  Angels,  and 
during  the  liturgy  I  recalled  the  old  Prayer  to  my  Guardian 
Angel  that  I  would  say  as  a  child  and  later  as  a  parent  with 
my  own  children:  "Angel  of  God,  my  guardian  dear,  to  whom 
God's  love  commits  me  here:  Ever  this  day  be  at  my  side,  to 
light,  to  guard,  to  rule  and  guide.  Amen."  Thanks  be  to  God 
for  our  brothers  and  sisters  who  "light,  guard,  rule  and  guide" 
us  when  we  are  in  danger. 

Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind 
suggestions.  You  can  reach  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 


i 


4d  his  companions,  martyrs  November  24  |  St.  Catherine  of  Alexandria,  virgin  and  martyr  November  25  |  Feast  of  St.  Andrew,  apostle  November  30 


theology  101 


Who  is  Jesus? 

Everything  depends  on  your  answer 


gnr  * 


Words  of  wisdom  -   , 

can  you  complete  fulfilled  is  a  tree  of  life 

the  proverb? 


,  but  a  wish 


The  Sacred  Scriptures  teach  us 


a.  Hope  deferred  makes  the  heart 
sick 


"to  get  wisdom,  to  get  understanding!"  b.  The  teaching  of  the  wise  is  a  foun- 
(Proverbs  4:5)  Now  it  is  time  to  put  your-        tain  of  life 


self  to  the  test  to  see  how  far  along 
you  are  in  this  quest  by  completing 
this  proverb.  Remember,  no  peeking 
into  your  Bible! 


c.  A  tranquil  mind  gives  life  to  the 
body 


What  are  the  most  critical 
theological  issues  facing  the 
Church  today? 

There  are  two  very  important  things 
facing  the  Church  -  and  the  whole 
world.  The  first  is  the  issue  of  the 
primacy  of  God.  This  is  God's  world. 
We  are  created  by  God.  We  were  given 
life  by  God.  It  is  God  who  has  created 
the  world  and  human  beings  -  and  it  is 
God  who  has  determined  how  we  are  to 
live.  This  necessitates  a  recognition  of  is 
rule,  His  presence,  His  primacy.  In  other 
words,  we  can't  just  do  anything  we 
want.  We  have  to  recognize  God  has 
put  into  our  hearts  a  very  special  law. 
We  know  when  something  is  evil,  and, 
in  some  profound  way,  we  know  when 
something  is  good.  We  have  conscienc- 
es that  have  to  be  constantly  instructed, 
but  we  know  our  conscience  speaks  to 
us  in  terms  of  what  God  is  asking.  What 
God  has  written  into  our  nature  and  is 
part  of  the  way  He  made  us  is  present 
to  us  through  our  consciences. 

After  the  recognition  of  the  primacy 
of  God,  the  second  issue  is  the  divinity 
of  Christ.  In  other  words,  Christ  Himself 
asked,  "What  do  you  think  of  the  Christ? 
Whose  Son  is  He?"  And  this  is  a 
question  all  of  us  must  ask  and  answer, 
because  this  is  the  very  basis  of  how  we 
act.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  the  living 
God.  The  Church  has  a  beautiful  prayer 
about  this:  "Blessed  be  Jesus  Christ, 
true  God  and  true  man."  He  is  true  God 
because  He  is  divine  like  His  Father, 
and  He  is  true  man  because  He  is  hu- 
man like  His  mother  and  like  us.  Jesus 
Christ,  then,  being  true  God  and  true 
man,  is  the  One  who  came  on  earth  in 
order  to  lead  us  to  salvation.  He  is  the 
One  who  came  to  teach  us,  lead  us, 
guide  us,  shepherd  us.  And  everything 
we  do  in  life  will  depend  on  whether  or 
not  we  recognize  Jesus:  "What  do  you 
think  of  the  Christ?  Whose  Son  is  he?" 
He  is  the  Son  of  God,  the  Son  of  the 
Virgin  Mary.  He  is  our  one  mediator  with 
the  Father,  He  is  the  one  who  teaches 
us  how  to  love  and  serve  all  entrusted  to 
our  care. 

-  Cardinal  Justin  Rigali  is  the  Archbishop  of  Philadel- 
phia. He  serves  on  many  committees  at  the  Vatican, 
and  attended  the  Second  Vatican  Council. 
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U.S.  Bishops  Speak  on 
Current  Health  Care  Bills 

f     Three  chairmen  of  the  Bishops'  com- 
mittees working  on  health  care  reform 
urged  the  U.S.  Congress  to  improve  cur- 
rent health  care  reform  legislation,  express- 
ing their  "disappointment  that  progress  has 
not  been  made  on  the  three  priority  criteria 
for  health  care  reform"  cited  in  their  previ- 
ous letters. 

The  October  8  letter  from  Bishop  William 
Murphy,  Cardinal  Justin  Rigali  and  Bishop 
John  Wester  reiterated  the  Bishops'  main 
concerns:  that  no  one  should  be  forced  to  pay 
for  or  participate  in  an  abortion,  that  health 
care  should  be  affordable  and  available  to  the 
poor  and  vulnerable,  and  that  the  needs  of 
legal  immigrants  are  met. 

Bishop  Murphy,  Cardinal  Rigali  and  Bishop 
Wester  chair  the  U.S.  Bishops'  committees 
on  Domestic  Justice  and  Human  Develop- 
ment, Pro-Ufe  Activities  and  Immigration, 
respectively. 

The  Bishops  reaffirmed  their  commitment 

Religious  Sisters 
Appreciation  Day  Celebrated 


On  Saturday,  September  26th,  Religious  Sisters  from  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  met  with  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  for  worship,  dialogue  and  apprecia- 
tion. The  meeting  began  with  Mass  celebrated  by  the  Bishop  at 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School.  Reverend  Monsignor  Girard  M. 
Sherba,  Diocesan  Chancellor,  was  the  concelebrant. 

In  his  homily,  the  Bishop  urged  those  present  to  "renew  our 
commitment  to  walk,  to  follow  and  to  journey  with  Jesus,  fully 
aware  that  this  can  mean  the  road  to  Jerusalem,  which  is  the  road 
to  Calvary.  But  we  always  go  with  the  assurance  that  this  journey 
will  lead  to  glory,  because  of  the  One  who  suffered,  died  and  was 
raised  from  the  dead." 

Following  Mass,  the  Bishop  met  with  the  Sisters  met  to  express 
his  appreciation  for  their  service  and  to  solicit  their  input  regard- 


to  working  with  Congress  and  the  Administra- 
tion toward  genuine  health  care  reform,  but 
stated,  "If  final  legislation  does  not  meet  our 
principles,  we  will  have  no  choice  but  to  op- 
pose the  bill." 

"We  sincerely  hope  that  the  legislation 
will  not  fall  short  of  our  criteria,"  wrote  the 
Bishops.  "However,  we  remain  apprehen- 
sive when  amendments  protecting  freedom 
of  conscience  and  ensuring  no  taxpayer 
money  for  abortion  are  defeated  in  commit- 
tee votes." 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh,  in  his  homily  on  Respect 
Life  Sunday,  emphasized  that  "I  stand  in 
solidarity  with  my  brother  Bishops  in  stating 
that  genuine  health  care  reform  is  a  moral 
imperative  and  a  vital  national  obligation. 
The  Bishops  of  the  country  have  assured 
the  President  and  his  administration  of  our 
desire  to  work  closely  with  them  in  reforming 
health  care  in  a  manner  that  offers  acces- 
sible, affordable  and  quality  health  care  for 
all  people,  especially  the  poor,  the  weak,  the 
immigrant  and  the  vulnerable. 

"At  the  same  time,  we  will  always  insist 


that  health  care  reform  excludes  abortion 
coverage  in  any  form,  or  any  other  provi- 
sions that  threaten  the  sanctity  of  human  life 
from  the  moment  of  conception  to  natural 
death.  Are  the  Bishops  of  the  Catholic 
Church  for  genuine  health  care  reform?  Yes! 
Are  there  any  conditions?  Yes:  the  gift  of  life 
must  be  welcomed  with  love  and  preserved 
always  at  every  moment!" 

The  United  States  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  (USCCB)  has  advocated  for  health 
care  reform  for  decades.  The  Bishops  wrote 
that  "Catholic  moral  tradition  teaches  that 
health  care  is  a  basic  human  right,  essential  to 
protecting  human  life  and  dignity.  Much-need- 
ed reform  of  our  health  care  system  must  be 
pursued  in  ways  that  serve  the  life  and  dignity 
of  all,  never  in  ways  that  undermine  or  violate 
these  fundamental  values.  We  will  work  tire- 
lessly to  remedy  these  central  problems  and 
help  pass  real  reform  that  clearly  protects  the 
life,  dignity  and  health  of  all." 

The  complete  letter  can  be  found  online 
at  http://www.dioceseofraleigh.org/docs/ 
news/2009- 1 0-08-healthcare-letter-con- 
gress.pdf. 


ing  creative 
improvements 
in  Diocesan 
ministry.  Sat- 
urday's event 
was  the  fourth 
of  its  kind 
since  Bishop 
Burbidge's 
installation. 
The  Sisters 
expressed 

their  own  appreciation  of  the  Bishop's  frequent  expressions  of  the 
value  he  places  on  the  role  of  consecrated  Religious.  "I  think  what 
struck  all  of  us,"  said  Sister  Rose  Marie  Adams,  IHM,  "was  the 
Bishop's  willingness  to  listen,  and  his  wonderful  openness  to  our 
concerns  and  observations,  and  to  our  gratitude  to  be  part  of  this 
Diocese." 


Diocese 

Celebrates  First 
Vocation  Liaison 
Day 

P>&  On  Saturday,  September 
1  9,  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
Office  of  Vocations  hosted  its 
first  Vocation  Liaisons  Day  at 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church 
in  Raleigh.  Representatives 
from  22  parishes  and  schools 
attended. 

This  year,  the  Office  initiated 
a  Liaison  program,  in  which  lay 
men  and  women,  appointed 
by  their  pastors  or  principals, 
assist  the  Office  of  Vocations 
in  the  work  of  promoting  and 
encouraging  vocations  in  the 
Diocese.  They  assist  by  praying 


for  an  increase  in  vocations  to 
the  Priesthood  and  Religious 
Life  and  by  being  the  point  of 
contact  for  the  Office  of  Voca- 
tions with  the  parish  or  school. 

Vocation  Liaisons  Day  be- 
gan with  a  Mass  for  Vocations 
celebrated  by  Father  Ned  Sh- 
lesinger,  Diocesan  Director  of 
Vocations.  The  morning  pre- 
sentation included  a  detailed 
explanation  of  the  work  of  the 
Office  by  Father  Shlesinger. 
Staff  members  Brad  Watkins 
and  Sara  Edwards  described 
the  resources  available  from 
the  Office  of  Vocations  and 
gave  the  Liaisons  a  preview 
of  the  new  Vocations  website 
(www.raleighvocations.org). 

The  afternoon  session  in- 
cluded presentations  by  current 


Vocations  Liaisons  Michele  and 
Tristan  Evans  and  Deirdre  and 
Gerry  Schuetz.  The  Evanses 
discussed  their  work  as  Voca- 
tions Liaisons  at  Saint  Michael 
the  Archangel  Church  in  Cary 
and  the  blessings  they  have 
received  in  their  ministry. 

Deirdre  and  Gerry  Schuetz, 
Liaisons  at  Saint  Joseph 
Church  in  Raleigh,  explained 
the  importance  of  promot- 
ing vocations  in  the  domestic 
Church;  be  it  the  family  or  the 
larger  parish  community.  Not 
only  do  the  Schuetzes  act  as 
Vocations  Liaisons  in  their 
parish,  but  they  are  also  the 
parents  of  Michael  Schuetz,  a 
second-year  college  seminarian 
for  the  Diocese.  Their  talk  was 
a  very  personal  presentation 


on  what  they  believe  created 
the  supportive  environment  in 
which  their  son  was  able  to  dis- 
cern his  call  to  the  Priesthood. 

Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
shared  with  the  group  his 
own  vocation  discernment 
as  well  as  his  experience  and 
insights  as  a  former  rector 
of  Saint  Charles  Borromeo 
Seminary  in  Philadelphia  and 
as  Bishop.  He  explained  how 
Vocations  Liaisons  can  be  of 
great  service  to  the  Diocese  in 
meeting  its  ever  growing  need 
for  Priests  and  Religious. 

Currently  60  lay  men  and 
women  are  involved  in  the 
program.  Anyone  interested  in 
learning  more  about  the  Voca- 
tion Liaison  ministry  should 
contact  their  pastor. 


A  Saint  and  a  Queen 

int  Elizabeth  of  Hung 


Feast  day:  November  17 

Patron  saint:  against  in-law  problems;  against  death  of  children; 
toothache;  bakers;  beggars;  brides;  charitable  societies;  charitable 
workers;  charities;  countesses;  Diocese  of  Erfurt,  Germany;  exiles; 
falsely  accused  people;  the  homeless;  hospitals;  Archdiocese  of 
Jaro,  Philippines;  lacemakers;  lace  workers;  nursing  homes;  nursing 
services;  people  ridiculed  for  their  piety;  Sisters  of  Mercy;  Teutonic 
Knights;  and  widows. 
Canonized:  May  27,  1 235 
Meaning  of  name:  Worshipper  of  God 


Claim  to  Fame:  St. 

Elizabeth  of  Hungary  was 
born  in  1  207  and  was  the 
daughter  of  King  Andrew  II 
of  Hungary.  At  the  age  of  1 3, 
she  married  Prince  Ludwig 
of  Thuringa.  During  her  life 
time,  she  built  a  hospital  at 
the  foot  of  her  castle,  caring 
for  the  sick  herself.  Her  family 
opposed  her  actions,  but  she 
insisted  on  following  Christ's 
teachings.  While  taking  food 
to  the  poor,  Prince  Ludwig 
stopped  her  to  see  what  she 
was  hiding.  Miraculously,  the 
food  she  was  hiding  turned 
into  roses.  After  Prince  Lud- 
wig's  death,  St.  Elizabeth  sold 
everything  she  had  in  order  to 
support  her  children. 


Why  she  is  a  Saint:  Despite  her  family's  oppositions,  St. 
Elizabeth  of  Hungary  continued  to  aid  the  sick  and  tend  to  the 
poor.  She  was  known  for  her  gifts  of  bread  and  grain  to  Ger- 
many, allotting  her  the  patron  saint  of  bakers. 

Prayer  to  Saint  Elizabeth:  "Almighty  God,  by  whose  grace 
your  servant  Elizabeth  of  Hungary  recognized  and  honored  Jesus 
in  the  poor  of  this  world:  Grant  that  we,  following  her  example, 
may  with  love  and  gladness  serve  those  in  any  need  or  trouble.  In 
the  name  and  for  the  sake  of  and  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
who  lives  and  reigns  with  you  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  now 
and  for  ever.  Amen" 

How  she  died:  In  the  year  1  231 ,  Saint  Elizabeth  of  Hungary 
died  at  Marburg,  Hesse,  of  natural  causes.  Her  relics  lie  in  the 
convent  of  Saint  Elizabeth,  in  Vienna,  Austria.  Included  with  her  relics 
are  her  skull  and  gold  crown. 


Un  santo  y  una  reina 

Santa  Elizabeth  de  Hungr 


Dia  de  la  fiesta:  1 7  de  noviembre 
Patrona:  Ruega  por  las  relaciones  matrimoniales  de  los 
conyuges  con  los  padres;  por  la  muerte  de  los  ninos;  los 
dolores  de  muelas;  patrona  de  los  panaderos,  mendigos, 
novias;  por  las  sociedades  caritativas;  los  trabajadores 
caritativos;  entidades  de  caridad;  condesas;  patrona  de  la 
diocesis  de  Erfurt,  Alemania;  de  las  Arquidiocesis  de  Bogota, 
Colombia;  Arquidiocesis  de  Jaro,  Filipinas;  los  exiliados;  de 
las  personas  acusadas  injustamente;  las  personas  sin  hogar; 
hospitales,  manufactureros  y  trabajadores  del  encaje;  de  asilos 
a  los  ancianos;  servicios  de  enfermeria; 
personas  ridiculizadas  por  su  piedad;  de 
las  Hermanas  de  la  Misericordia;  de  los 
Caballeros  Teutonicos;  y  de  los  viudos. 
Canonizada:  27  de  mayo  de  1 235 
Significado  del  nombre:  Consagrada  a  Dios 

Famosa  por:  Isabel  de  Hungria  nacio 
en  el  1  207  y  fue  hija  del  Rey  Andres  II  de 
Hungria.  A  la  edad  de  1 3  anos,  se  caso  con 
el  Principe  Ludwig  de  Turingia.  Ella  construyo 
un  hospital  cerca  de  su  Castillo,  donde  cuido 
de  los  enfermos  personalmente.  Su  familia 
se  oponia  a  estas  acciones;  pero  ella  siguio 
practicando  las  ensehanzas  de  Cristo.  Un 
dia,  mientras  llevaba  comida  a  los  pobres, 
el  Principe  Ludwig  la  detuvo  para  ver  que 
escondia.  Milagrosamente,  la  comida  que 
llevaba  se  convirtio  en  rosas.  Despues  de  la 
muerte  del  Principe  Ludwig,  Isabel  vendio  todo 
lo  que  tenia  para  mantener  a  sus  hijos. 

Por  que  es  una  santa:  A  pesar  de  la 
oposicion  de  su  familia,  Isabel  de  Hungria  continuo  ayudando  a 
los  enfermos  y  sirviendo  a  los  pobres.  Ella  era  conocida  por  sus 
regalos  de  pan  y  granos  en  Alemania,  por  lo  que  se  le  nombro  la 
patrona  de  los  panaderos. 

Oration  a  Santa  Isabel:  "Dios  todopoderoso,  mediante 
cuya  gracia  tu  sierva  Isabel  de  Hungria  reconocio  y  honro  a 
Jesus  en  los  pobres  de  este  mundo:  Concedenos  que  nosotros, 
siguiendo  su  ejemplo,  podamos  con  amor  y  alegria  servir  a  los 
que  lo  necesitan  o  estan  en  problemas.  En  el  nombre  de  nuestro 
Senor  Jesucristo,  tu  Hijo,  que  vive  y  reina  contigo  en  unidad  del 
Espiritu  Santo,  un  solo  Dios,  ahora  y  por  siempre.  Amen." 

Como  murio:  En  el  ano  1231,  Santa  Isabel  de  Hungria 
murio  en  Marburg,  Hesse,  de  causas  naturales.  Sus  vestigios 
yacen  en  el  convento  de  Santa  Isabel  en  Viena,  Austria.  En  su 
tumba,  tambien  se  encuentra  su  corona  de  oro. 
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Voices     in     our  Church 

la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


Our  Church: 

Catholic  in  Every  Way  Ser  LUZ  para  el  MundO 


I try  to  make  Sunday  the  Holy  Day  that  it  is.  Frequently 
I  turn  on  EWTN  for  the  special  Sunday  afternoon  pre- 
sentations it  broadcasts.  There  is  good  music,  and  often 
there  is  Mass  in  celebration  of  the  dedication  of  a  new 
church  or  shrine.  Sometimes  it  is  a  Mass  at  the  Basilica  of  the 
National  Shrine  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  in  Washington, 
where  our  Diocese  has  made  a  pilgrimage. 

On  the  First  Sunday  of  October  they  broadcast  the  Mass  in 
St.  Peters  Basilica  for  the  beginning  of  the  African  Synod.  The 
Bishops  of  all  Africa  were  present.  Our  Metropolitan  Archbish- 
op, the  Most  Reverend  Wilton  D.  Gregory  was  also  there:  The 
Holy  Father  had  appointed  him  as  one  of  the  Auditors  of  the 
Synod.  Bishops  from  all  the  African  countries  and  all  the  Rites 
of  the  Church  were  present.  The  Bishops  from  the  Eastern 
Rites  in  Ethiopia  and  Egypt  stood  out  with  their  colorful  garb 
and  head  coverings. 

The  liturgy  with  its  music  and  the  national  garb  of  those 
attending  gave  witness  to  the  spread  of  the  Church  in  Black  Af- 
rica. I  thought  of  the  martyrs  of  Africa  who  died  for  their  faith 
years  ago.  Most  memorable  were  the  martyrs  of  Uganda.  Their 
refusal  to  enter  into  debauchery  as  their  king  commanded  cost 
them  their  lives.  Martyrdom  has  always  been  the  seed  that  fu- 
eled growth  of  the  Faith. 

I  also  remembered  St.  Josephine  Bakita,  and  St.  Moses  the 
Black,  a  hermit  in  Northern  African  in  the  early  years  of  the 
Church.  We  must  also  remember  that  the  mother 
of  St.  Martin  DePorres  was  a  daughter  of  Africa. 
St.Catherine  of  Alexandria,  St.  Augustine  of 
Hippo  and  his  mother  Saint  Monica  were  also 
African. 

The  celebration  was  very  vibrant  and  very 
Catholic.  The  Sistine  Choir  of  boys  and  adult 
men  was  magnificent.  The  choir  has  taken  on 
a  wonderfully  catholic  -  small  c  -  aura: 
I  noticed  that  it  contained  singers  from 
Africa,  Asia  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 
In  addition  there  were  two  choirs  of  Af- 
ricans who  sang  their  local  songs.  At  one 
point  the  music  sounded  so  familiar  and 
the  conclusion  was  tongue-trilling.  It  was 
Swahili!  I  have  heard  it  so  many  times  at  the 
Mass  in  Swahili  which  Father  Pius  Wekesa 
celebrates  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church 
in  Raleigh. 

I  was  impressed  by  all  of  this  because 
it  manifested  true  evangelization.  The 
successor  of  St.  Peter  had  shown  that 
our  Catholic  Church  truly  embraces  all 

cultures.  -  Msgr.  Thomas  P  Hadden 


Durante  estos  dias  tenemos  la 
experiencia  de  la  oscuridad,  los 
dias  son  mas  cortos,  pero  es  la 
oportunidad  de  contemplar  la  luz 
interior  de  nuestra  vida. 

Cuando  nacemos  a  este  mundo,  la  luz  de 
la  vida  comienza  a  iluminar  con  las  ilusiones 
de  los  padres,  los  anhelos  de  los  abuelos  y  las 
esperanzas  del  Dios  de  la  vida  para  realizar  su 
plan  y  su  salvacion. 

Cuando  crecemos  corremos  el  riesgo  de  olvidar  que  nuestra 
vida  tiene  la  mision  de  iluminar  y  hacer  crecer  la  luz  que  hemos 
recibido  y  ayudar  al  mundo  a  ver  y  contemplar  la  verdad,  la 
belleza  y  la  razon  con  la  que  ha  sido  dotada. 

Ahora  nos  preguntamos  iQue  hemos  hecho  con  la  luz  de  la 
verdad  en  nuestra  vida?  ^La  hemos  cambiado  por  la  conveniencia, 
la  hemos  disfrazado  con  la  moda,  la  hemos  apagado  con  las  obras 
de  nuestro  egoista  pecado  que  no  acepta  vivir  la  libertad  en  la 
responsabilidad? 

Durante  este  tiempo  celebramos  la  luz  de  todos  los  santos  que 
nos  han  iluminado  con  su  fidelidad  a  Cristo  y  a  la  Iglesia  y  nos 
anima  el  futuro  encuentro  con  todos  ellos  en  la  Iglesia  celestial. 
Tambien  recordamos  a  nuestros  fieles  difuntos,  como 
los  que  han  iluminado  nuestra  vida  con  su  amor, 
su  compartir  y  sus  ensenanzas.  Por  eso  dirigimos 
nuestras  oraciones  por  todos  ellos  para  que  vivan  J'  - 
en  la  luz  de  la  vida  eterna. 

De  la  misma  manera,  contemplamos  nuestra 
vida  como  el  lugar  y  el  momento  que 
debemos  trabajar  para  hacer  brillar 
nuestra  propia  luz.  Donde  respondemos 
a  la  familia  con  la  fidelidad  y  la  entrega, 
donde  respondemos  a  Dios  y  a  la  Iglesia 
con  la  fe  viva  y  llena  de  obras  y  donde  le 
concedemos  al  mundo  destellos  de  luz 
de  verdadero  amor  que  ayudan  a  avivar 
la  esperanza  para  que  Cristo  habite 
en  los  corazones  de  los  que  viven  en 
nuestro  mundo. 

Tal  vez  esa  luz  sea  la  alegria,  la 
hermandad,  la  solidaridad,  el  trabajo 
por  la  justicia,  las  semillas  de  paz  y 
los  frutos  de  amor  que  compartimos 
con  todos  para  no  dejar  que  la  oscuridad 
abarque  los  corazones  de  los  que  buscamos 

a  Dios.  -  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


{ 
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]  r"  n  his  remarks  at  Octobers  "Blue  Mass,"  celebrated  by  Bishop 

Michael  E  Burbidge  for  First  Responders  -  police,  firefighters  and 
emergency  medical  personnel  -  Raleigh  Chief  of  Police  Harry 
r  b  Dolan  spoke  of  his  pride  in  being  the  leader  of  men  and  women 
who  react  to  danger  in  an  unusual  way.  "Most  peoples  natural  instinct  is 
to  flee  danger,"  the  Chief  said,  "but  these  men  and  women  run  toward 
danger  as  fast  as  they  can.  More  importantly,  as  they  are  running,  they 
are  hoping  to  be  the  first  on  the  scene  so  that  they  can  render  help." 


This  month  Catholics  celebrate  the  Feast  of 
All  Saints.  Most  saints  are  not  formally  can- 
onized, but  a  few  are  officially  recognized  by 
the  Church  for  what  St.  Augustine  called  "he- 
roic virtue"  -  which  can  be  present  in  all  the 
baptized.  Archbishop  Angelo  Amato,  Prefect 
of  the  Congregation  for  the  Causes  of  Saints, 
recently  explained  what  that  means.  "Heroic 
virtue  is  recognizable,  first  of  all,"  he  said, 


"by  its  frequency,  its 
promptness,  the  joyful 
character  of  virtuous 
activity;  and  secondly, 
by  the  fact  that  amidst 
complicated  obstacles, 
formed  by  external  or 
internal  circumstanc- 

  es,  these  are  overcome 

in  such  a  way  that  the  virtuous  hero  can  be 
considered  capable  of  great  sacrifices  for  the 
Gospel  in  the  total  abnegation  of  self." 

You  won't  meet  a  police  officer,  firefighter  or 
paramedic  who  considers  himself  or  herself 
a  saint.  What  will  strike  you,  though,  if  the 
first  responders  who  spoke  with  NCC  are  any 
example,  is  the  joy  and  hope  they  bring  to 
service. 


James 
"Bo"  De- 
gnan  is  a 

paramedic 
with  Wake 
County 
EMS.  A 
Charlotte 
native,  De- 
gnan  began 
his  career  as 
a  volunteer 
emergency 

responder  in  1989.  "I  wanted  to  work  in  something  where  I 
could  see  results,"  he  says.  Like  many  in  his  profession,  he  was 
drawn  by  the  prospect  of  excitement.  He  smiles.  "You  wouldn't 
believe  how  many  EMS  folks  were  big  fans  of  the  TV  show 
Emergency!  in  the  70s.  We  wanted  to  be  like  Johnny  Gage  and 
Roy  DeSoto. 

"But  if  you're  only  in  it  for  the  excitement,  you  won't  last.  After 
awhile  it  gets  more  meaningful.  It's  about  the  service."  While 
there  is  drama  on  occasion,  many  calls  are  routine,  "people  plain 
sick  or  plain  hurting.  They're  not  dying,  maybe  they  have  the  flu, 
but  they  need  help.  So  we  pick  them  up  and  do  the  best  we  can." 

Degnan  is  visibly  moved  when  he  recalls  one  such  call.  "We 
had  had  several  bad,  tragic  calls  all  at  once,  and  I  was  kind  of  in 
robot  mode.  The  next  call  was  a  'convalescent  return':  We  pick 
someone  up  at  the  hospital  and  take  them  back  to  their  resi- 
dence or  nursing  home.  So  we  picked  up  an  elderly  lady,  took 
her  home  and  tucked  her  into  bed.  I  was  about  to  leave  when 
she  took  my  wrist  and  kissed  the  back  of  my  hand  and  said, 
Thank  you.'" 

A  member  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Pansh  in  Cary  De- 
gnan finds  his  faith  an  important  support  in  his  work.  "1  think 
often  about  what  the  priest  says  at  the  end  of  Mass:  'Let  us  now 
go  to  love  and  serve  the  Lord  by  loving  and  serving  each  other,'" 
he  said.  "My  faith  keeps  me  on  track  when  I  started  to  get  a  little 
self  centered  and  impatient.  It  turns  me  around  and  says,  'Hey 
it's  not  about  you.'" 

Senior  Of- 
ficer Sta- 
cey  Lundy 

wanted  to 
work  in  law 
enforce- 
ment from 
the  time 
she  was 
a  child  in 
New  York. 
"Someone 
stole  my 

mom's  ID,'"  she  recalls,  "and  a  female  FBI  agent  came  to  inves- 
tigate, and  I  knew  I  wanted  to  do  something  like  that."  As  she 
grew  older  she  learned  that  she  had  a  "soft  spot  for  kids"  and  a 


passion  for  service. 

She  was  19  when  a  life-threatening  experience  became  a  life- 
changing  experience  for  her. 

"It  tested  my  faith,"  she  says.  "I  wondered  why  God  had  saved 
my  life.  Did  it  mean  I  was  on  the  right  track  and  was  supposed 
to  continue,  or  that  I  was  on  the  wrong  track  and  needed  to 
change?  I  tried  to  listen  to  the  Lord,  and  decided  that  He  wanted 
me  to  stay  on  the  track  I  was  on  and  try  to  help  people." 

Lundy  earned  a  degree  in  Criminology  at  NC  State  University 
and  joined  the  Raleigh  Police  Department.  Among  other  assign- 
ments, she  was  at  the  time  Raleigh's  youngest  and  only  female 
member  of  the  Drug  Enforcement  Unit.  Today  she  works  for  the 
Department  in  community  relations,  most  recently  as  a  mentor 
in  Explorer  Post  91 1,  a  program  to  educate  and  involve  young 
people  aged  14-21  in  police  operations  and  the  role  of  law 
enforcement. 

She  still  finds  adventure  in  her  career,  and  although  there  have 
been  moments  that  tested  her  resolve,  she  radiates  happiness  in 
the  opportunities  she's  had  -  and  continues  to  have  -  to  serve 
the  community.  She  carries  with  her,  in  a  small  packet,  a  saint's 
medal  and  a  cross.  "My  grandfather  carried  these  till  the  day 
he  died,"  she  says,  "and  I  know  that  whatever  the  situation,  he 
and  the  Lord  are  watching  over  me.  I  know  God  won't  give  me 
something  I  can't  handle." 

Marianne 
Sweden, 

Accredi- 
tations 
Manager  for 
the  Raleigh 
Police  De- 
partment, 
began  her 
law  enforce- 
ment career 
as  a  sworn 
officer.  A 

high  school  class  in  constitutional  law,  where  she  did  a  unit  on 
"Due  Process,"  fueled  her  interest  in  the  profession,  and  she  grad- 
uated in  Criminology  from  Florida  State  University  "I  loved  all 
things  about  law  enforcement,"  she  says,  "but  I  knew  I  wouldn't 
be  an  officer  forever,  because  I  wanted  to  get  married  and  have 
children  and  eventually  get  into  the  area  of  public  policy  But  I  felt 
strongly  that  I  could  never  write  policy  that  had  meaning  without 
experiencing  what  the  officers  dealt  with  every  day" 

That  experience  left  her  "shaken."  Growing  up  in  a  loving, 
stable  Catholic  family  and  Catholic  schools  in  Miami,  "I  was 
very  sheltered,"  she  says.  "Even  at  FSU,  with  35,000  students,  I 
joined  a  service  fraternity  and  entered  the  honors  program  and 
managed  to  stay  in  a  fairly  small  group.  So  I  didn't  see  a  whole 
lot  of  bad  in  the  world." 

In  her  senior  year  she  worked  as  a  victim's  advocate  with  the 
state  attorney's  office,  and  in  Raleigh  she  became  an  advocate  for 
domestic  violence  victims.  "I  wasn't  prepared,"  she  says,  "for  the 
horrible  things  people  do  to  each  other  and  to  children.  It  makes 
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you  take  a  step  back. 

"I  remember  having  a  conversation  about  all  this  with  my 
Dad,  and  he  said  at  some  point  faith  becomes  a  choice.  You  don't 
just  take  the  teachings  you  grew  up  with  and  automatically  buy 
into  them,  especially  when  you  start  to  see  the  world.  And  my 
faith  told  me  that  although  there  is  bad  out  there,  there  is  also 
good.  Maybe  I'm  the  good,  maybe  that's  why  I'm  here.  But  I  was 
tested.  I  had  never  lacked  for  love  or  anything  else  in  my  life, 
and  the  people  I  saw  in  my  work  had  nothing.  Why  was  I  so 
lucky?  How  was  that  fair?" 

Sweden  sees  her  faith  as  a  necessary  support.  "It's  tested,  but 
you  have  to  have  something  to  fall  back  on.  It  says  there's  a  way, 
people  have  choices.  You  have  to  stay  positive.  As  an  officer  it 
was  never  a  bad  day  if  I  got  to  help  someone.  I  got  the  chance  to 
use  my  strengths  to  help  others  who  couldn't  or  for  some  reason 
wouldn't  help  themselves." 

Sweden  married  a  Raleigh  police  officer  and  in  2004  she  left 
sworn  duty.  She  returned  to  the  Department  after  getting  her 
MBA  and  hopes  to  become  increasingly  involved  in  writing  pub- 
lic policy  "Today  I  try  to  make  a  difference  from  behind  a  desk, 
but  I'm  doing  the  same  thing  officers  do,  trying  to  make  things 
better  for  people,"  she  says. 

Andrew 
Dudash,  a 

firefighter 
for  the 
Youngsville 
Fire  Depart- 
ment, grew 
up  Catholic 
in  North 
Raleigh. 
His  parents 
were 
founding 

members  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish. 

"I  knew  after  two  semesters  of  college  that  I  didn't  want  to 
work  behind  a  desk,  so  I  volunteered  as  a  firefighter,  then  got  a 
paid  job,  and  I've  loved  it  ever  since,"  he  says. 

When  he  talks  about  his  work,  you  hear  a  man  whose  faith 
has  truly  given  him  a  positive  outlook.  "There  are  some  things 
on  the  job  you  don't  want  to  see,"  he  says.  "But  then  there  are 
things  that  make  you  think,  Wow,  God  is  out  there!'  I  had  the 
privilege  once  to  deliver  a  baby  One  of  my  sons  was  born  three 
months  early,  so  to  have  the  chance  to  help  someone  with  a  birth 
was  just  an  incredible  gift. 

'You  see  car  wrecks  where  it  doesn't  make  sense  someone 
could  have  walked  away,  but  there's  a  reason  God  has  kept  them 
around.  Sometimes  the  car  is  so  destroyed  you  have  to  cut  away 
the  metal  to  get  someone  out  of  the  car,  and  a  few  months  later 
they  walk  into  the  station  and  say  thank  you." 

Does  he  ever  feel  the  need  to  pray  at  work?  "Absolutely;  more 
than  once."  He  tells  about  a  brush  fire  in  a  dry  soybean  field  on 
a  windy  day  "All  of  a  sudden  the  wind  turned.  I  had  a  truck  that 
was  right  in  the  path  of  the  fire.  I  just  said,  God  help  us!  Please 


keep  my  guys  safe.' 

"The  best  part  of  the  job  is  helping  people.  I  got  a  call  one 
night  at  9:30  from  a  guy  who'd  been  cutting  a  tree  that  fell  the 
wrong  way  and  damaged  his  house.  I  went  out  there  with  a 
chain  saw  and  some  ropes,  and  the  guy  was  pretty  upset  about 
the  damage.  But  I  told  him,  'Hey  you're  OK.  Lots  of  times  when 
a  tree  falls  the  wrong  way  someone  gets  hurt. 

"I've  seen  houses  burnt  completely  to  the  ground  in  the 
middle  of  the  night.  But  because  someone  woke  up  in  time,  the 
people  managed  to  get  out.  I've  seen  miracles." 

In  his  of- 
fice, Chief 
Harry 
Dolan 

talks  about 
the  "most 
significant 
revelation" 
in  his  career 
in  law  en- 
forcement: 
"You  hear 
that  people 

in  this  profession,  because  of  all  the  trouble  they  see,  become 
hardened  over  time.  You  know  what?  It's  the  exact  opposite.  The 
loss  of  a  child,  situations  of  domestic  violence  actually  hurt  more 
after  years  on  the  force.  Perhaps  because  you've  been  married, 
you've  raised  a  family  and  you  know  the  importance  of  staying 
the  course." 

Dolan  grew  up  in  an  Irish  Catholic  family  in  New  York.  His  fa- 
ther and  grandfather  were  New  York  City  police  officers.  But  he 
went  to  college  at  Western  Carolina  University  where  he  played 
basketball  and  where  he  met  his  wife  of  29  years.  He  served  as  a 
police  officer  in  Raleigh,  and  came  to  his  current  position  from 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he  had  been  Chief  for  ten  years. 

In  his  remarks  at  the  Blue  Mass,  Dolan  shared  a  story  about 
his  cousin  Henry,  who  was  one  of  the  first  firefighters  respond- 
ing to  the  World  Trade  Center  disaster  on  September  11,  2001. 
Henry  and  his  squad  had  gotten  to  the  19th  floor  of  one  of  the 
towers  when  the  foundations  began  to  shake.  They  were  ordered 
to  evacuate,  which  they  did,  taking  as  many  people  as  they 
could  to  safety. 

Afterwards,  his  cousin  was  troubled.  "When  we  got  out,  we 
learned  that  it  wasn't  our  building  that  had  fallen  but  the  tower 
next  to  it,  And  then  we  were  just  blocks  away  when  the  other 
tower  fell.  I  just  wish  we  could  have  done  more.  I  wish  we  could 
have  stayed  and  done  more." 

Dolan  told  his  cousin,  "Now  I  understand,  Henry  You  had 
maybe  another  four  or  five  seconds  when  you  could  have  done 
more." 

"Those  are  the  kind  of  people  I  have  the  honor  of  working 
with,"  Dolan  says.  "I  work  with  incredible  people.  They  care. 
They  care  deeply" 

And  every  day  in  their  selfless,  compassionate  service,  they 
stand  as  living  examples  of  heroic  virtue. 


En  la  "Misa  Azul"  para  los  Cuerpos 
de  Emergencias  -policia,  bomberos, 
y  personal  medico-  celebrada  por 
el  Obispo  Michael  E  Burbidge  en  el 
mes  de  octubre,  el  Comandante  de  la  Policia 
de  Raleigh  Harry  Dolan,  hablo  del  orgullo  que 
siente  de  ser  el  lider  de  hombres  y  mujeres 
que  responden  al  peligro  de  una  forma  inusual 
-El  instinto  natural  de  las  personas,  es  el  de  huir 
del  peligro,  pero  estos  hombres  y  mujeres  eorren 
hacia  el  peligro  lo  mas  rdpido  posible,  llevando  la 
esperanza  de  ser  los  primeros  en  llegar  a  la  escena 
para  brindar  ayuda-  comenta. 

La  edition  de  este  mes  celebra  la  Fiesta  de  Todos  los  Santos.  La 
mayoria  de  los  santos  no  estan  formalmente  canonizados,  pero 
algunos  estan  reconocidos  por  la  Iglesia  con  lo  que  a  San  Agustin 
se  referia  como  'Virtud  Heroica".  Arzobispo  Angelo  Amato, 
Prefecto  de  la  Congregation  para  la  Causa  de  los  Santos,  nos 
hablo  un  poco  de  su  signincado  -Principalmente,  la  virtud  heroica 
es  reconocida  por  sufrecuencia,  por  la  prontitud,  por  la  alegria  del 
cardcter  de  la  actividad  virtuosa;  y  por  el  hecho  que  el  heme  virtuoso 
sobrepasa  obstdculos  complicados  creados  por  circunstancias  extemas  e 
internas,  y  es  considerado  capaz  de  sacrificarse  por  el  Evangelioy  por 
la  autoabnegacion.  -explica 

Nunca  conoceran  a  ningun  oficial  de  policia  o  paramedico 
que  se  considere  un  santo,  pero  es  sorprendente  que  en  todos 


los  entrevistados  en  esta  edition,  son  un  ejemplo  de  alegria  y 
esperanza  que  llevan  en  su  servicio. 

James  "Bo"  Degnan  es  un  paramedico  del  Condado  Wake. 
Originario  de  Charlotte,  Degnan  comenzo  su  carrera  como 
voluntario  del  cuerpo  de  emergencias  en  1989  -queria  trabajar 
en  algo  en  lo  que  pudiera  ver  resultados  concretos-  comento.  Como 
muchos  en  su  profesion,  lo  atrajo  el  factor  de  action  -  jNi  te 
imaginas  cuantos  compaheros  eran  fans  del  programa  de  television 
Emergency!  En  los  70  queriamos  ser  como  Johnny  Gagey  Roy  DeSoto- 
comenta  sonriente. 

-Aunque  si  solo  buscas  action,  no  vas  a  durar  mucho.  Con  el  tiempo, 
el  trabajo  se  convierte  en  algo  con  mas  significado.  Se  trata  solo  del 
servicio.  Existe  el  drama  en  ocasiones,  pero  la  mayoria  de  las  llamadas 
son  rutinarias  "como  por  ejemplo  de  personas  enjermas  o  adolondas. 
No  se  estan  muriendo,  pero  puede  ser  que  solo  tengan  gripe,  y  necesiten 
de  nuestra  ayuda,  asi  que  vamos  por  ellosy  hacemos  lo  mejor  que 
podamos. 

Una  llamada  todavia  conmueve  de  manera  visible  a  Degnan 
-Hemos  tenido  varias  llamadas  seriasy  trdgicas  al  mismo  tiempo,  pero 
yo  estaba  en  un  estado  algo  robotico.  La  proxima  llamada  fue  de  una 
persona  de  la  tercera  edad:  Nosotros  recogimos  a  una  persona  en  el 
hospital  para  regresarla  a  su  hogar  oasu  residencia;  asi  que  llevamos  a 
la  sehora  a  su  casay  la  arropamos.  Antes  de  irme,  la  sehora  me  tomo 
de  la  muhecay  me  beso  la  parte  de  air  as  de  mi  mano  para  darme  las 
gratias.  -comento 

Degnan  es  feligres  de  la  parroquia  de  San  Miguel  Arcangel  en 
Cary  en  donde  su  fe  consigue  el  apoyo  necesario  para  continuar 
haciendo  su  trabajo  -a  menudo  siempre  rejlexiono  en  lo  que  dicen 
los  sacerdotes  al  final  de  la  Misa  "Vayamos  a  serviry  amar  al  Senor 
ayudando  de  la  misma  manera  al  projimo.  Mije  me  mantiene  cabal 
cuando  me  pongo  un  poco  impatiente.  Siempre  me  recuerda  que  "  \no  se 
trata  de  mi! 

Desde  pequefia,  la  oficial  de  policia  Stacey  Lundy  siempre 
quiso  trabajar  como  agente  del  orden  publico  -hace  tiempo,  alguien 
robo  la  identification  de  mi  madrey  una  agente  del  FBI  (por  sus  siglas 
en  ingles)  vino  a  investigar,y  supe  que  queria  ser  como  ella  -comento. 

A  los  19  anos  tuvo  una  experiencia  peligrosa  que  le  cambio  la 
vida  -  ipuse  a  prueba  mi  Fe!  Me  preguntaba  por  que  Dios  salvo  mi 
vida.  iSerd  que  iba  por  el  camino  correctoy  tenia  que  continuar,  o  que 
iba  por  el  camino  equivocadoy  tenia  que  cambiar?  Irate  de  escuchar  al 
Senor,  y  detidi  quedarme  por  este  camino  para  ayudar  a  las  personas 
-comento 

Lundy  obtuvo  su  licenciatura  en  Criminologia  en  la 
Universidad  Estatal  de  Carolina  del  Norte  (NCSU  por  sus  siglas 
en  ingles)  y  comenzo  a  trabajar  con  el  Departamento  de  Policia 
de  Raleigh.  Ademas  de  sus  asignaciones,  era  la  mas  joven  del 
Departamento  y  la  unica  mujer  en  la  Unidad  de  Narcoticos.  Hoy 
en  dia,  trabaja  con  el  Departamento  y  la  comunidad  como  tutora 
en  un  programa  post  1 1  de  septiembre  para  educar  e  involucrar 
a  losjovenes  entre  los  14  y  21  afios  de  edad  en  operaciones 
policiales  y  el  papel  de  los  cuerpos  de  emergencia. 

Todavia  encuentra  emotion  en  su  carrera,  y  aunque  ha  tenido 
momentos  criticos,  ella  irradia  felicidad  y  continua  al  servicio 
de  la  comunidad.  Siempre  lleva  en  su  bolsillo  la  medallita  de  un 
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santo  y  la  cruz  -mi  abuelo  llevo  esto  consigo  hasta  sus  ultimos  dias,  y 
se  que  en  cualquier  situation,  ely  el  Sehor  me  protegen,  porque  se  que  el 
Sehor  no  me  dard  algo  que  no  pueda  manejar  -comenta. 

Marianne  Sweden,  Directora  de  Acreditacion  del 
Departamento  de  Policia  de  Raleigh,  comenzo  su  carrera 
como  oficial  de  policia.  Una  clase  de  ley  constitucional  sobre 
"Debido  Proceso"  durante  la  secundaria  incentivo  su  interes  en 
esta  profesion,  y  obtuvo  su  licenciatura  en  Criminologia  en  la 
Universidad  Estatal  de  Florida.  -Me  encanta  todo  lo  que  tenga  que 
ver  con  el  cumplimiento  de  la  ley,  pero  supe  que  no  seria  oficial  de 
policia  por  mucho  tiempo  porque  queria  casarme,  tener  unajamiliay 
entrar  en  el  area  de  politica  publica.  Siempre  supe  que  no  podia  escribir 
politicas  sin  tener  la  experientia  de  tratar  con  ofitiales  todos  los  dias 
-comento. 

Credo  en  el  seno  de  una  familia  Catolica  y  asistio  a  escuelas 
catolicas  en  Miami  -me  senti  protegida.  Aunque  FSU  (por  sus  siglas 
en  ingles)  con  35  mil  estudiantesy  lafratemidad  en  la  que  partitipaba, 
el  programa  de  honores,  y  todo  lo  demos,  logre  mantenerme  en  un 
grupo  pequeho.  Asi  que  nunca  vi  la  maldad  que  existe  en  este  mundo. 
-nos  explico. 

En  su  ultimo  ano,  trabajo  como  defensora  de  las  victimas  de 
crimen  en  la  oficina  del  procurador  estatal,  y  en  Raleigh  comenzo 
como  defensora  de  victimas  de  violencia  domestica  -no  estaba 
preparada  para  ver  las  cosas  tan  horribles  que  hace  la  genie  y  a  los 
nihos.  Te  hace  retroceder.  Recuerdo  una  conversation  que  tuve  con 
mi  padre  y  me  dip  que  a  veces  laje  se  convierte  en  una  election. 
No  solamente  tomas  los  valores  con  los  que  crecistey  los  aplicas 
automdticamente,  en  especial,  cuando  comienzas  a  ver  el  mundo  real. 
Mije  me  recordo  que  aunque  exista  la  maldad  en  el  mundo,  tambien 
existe  el  bien.  Tal  vezyo  sea  parte  del  bien,  y  quizds  por  eso  estoy  aqui. 
Pero  me  han  puesto  a  prueba.  Nunca  me  hajaltado  amor  o  cualquier 
otra  cosa  en  mi  vida,  pero  las  personas  que  veo  en  mi  trabajo  no  tienen 
nada.  iPor  que  tengo  tanta  suerte?  (Esjusto? 

Sweden  entiende  que  su  fe  es  un  apoyo  necesario  -Esta  siempre 
a  prueba,  pero  denes  que  tener  algo  en  lo  que  te  puedas  afianzar. 
Hay  una  forma,  todos  tenemos  optiones.  Siempre  denes  que  pensar 
positivamente.  Cuando  era  oficial  nunca  era  un  mal  dia  si  podia 
ayudar  a  una  persona.  Esta  experientia  me  dio  la  oportunidad  de 
ayudar  a  los  demos  quienes  por  alguna  razon  no  podian  ayudarse  ellos 
mismos. 

Sweden  contrajo  matrimonio  con  otro  oficial  del  Departamento 
de  Policia  de  Raleigh  en  el  2004.  Despues  de  su  postgrado, 
regreso  al  Departamento,  aunque  ya  no  como  oficial  de  policia, 
para  continuar  su  labor  en  la  politica  publica.  -Hoy  en  dia  trato  de 
ayudar  desde  mi  escritorio,  pero  sigo  hatiendo  lo  mismo  que  hacen  los 
ofitiales,  tratar  de  hacer  un  lugar  mejorpara  las  personas  -comenta. 

Andrew  Dudash,  bombero  del  departamento  de  Youngsville, 
credo  en  el  norte  de  Raleigh.  Sus  padres  se  encuentran  entre  los 
fundadores  de  la  parroquia  de  San  Francisco  de  Asis. 

-Siempre  supe  que  no  queria  estar  detrds  de  un  escritorio,  asi  que  me 
ojreci  de  bombero  voluntario,  en  donde  me  ojretieron  trabajo,  y  lo  adoro 
desde  entonces  -comenta. 

Cuando  habla  de  su  trabajo,  escuchan  a  un  hombre  cuya  fe  le 
ha  brindado  un  resultado  positivo  -algunas  veces  hay  cosas  en  este 


trabajo  que  no  quieres  ver,  pero  hay  cosas  que  te  hacen  decir  "Dios  esta 
con  nosotros. "  Una  vez  tuve  el  privilegio  de  traer  a  un  bebe  al  mundo, 
porque  uno  de  mis  hijos  nacio  prematuro,  asi  que  tener  la  oportunidad 
de  ayudar  a  otra  persona  a  dar  a  luzfue  una  experientia  increible.  A 
veces  ves  accidentes  automovilisticos  y  te  preguntas  como  esa  persona 
solid  ilesa,  pero  existe  una  razon  por  la  cual  esa  persona  sigue  entre 
nosotros.  A  veces  ese  carro  queda  tan  destmido  que  denes  que  cottar  el 
metal  para  sacar  a  la  persona,  y  meses  despues,  ellos  van  a  la  estacion 
para  agradecemos.  -comenta 

^Alguna  vez  encuentras  necesario  orar  en  el  trabajo?  - 
absolutamente,  mas  de  una  vez  al  dia.  Nos  cuenta  de  un  incendio 
en  un  sembradio  de  soya  en  un  dia  ventoso  -de  repente  el  viento 
se  torno  en  nuestra  contra.  La  unidad  quedo  expuesta  a  las  llamas,  asi 
que  dije  "jDios  por  favor  ayudanos!  jMantennosjuera  de  peligro!" 

-La  mejor  parte  del  trabajo  es  la  de  ayudar  a  las  personas.  Un 
dia,  retibi  una  llamada  a  las  9:30  de  la  noche  de  un  sehor  que  estuvo 
cortando  un  drbol  que  cayo  en  su  casa.  En  seguida  sali  a  ayudar  con 
una  sierra  y  unas  cuerdas.  El  sehor  estaba  muy  molesto  por  el  daho 
que  le  produjo  a  su  casa,  asi  que  le  dije  '\no  te  pasd  nada!"  muchas 
veces  cuando  un  drbol  cae  en  el  sentido  contrario,  alguien  sale  herido. 
Tambien  he  visto  casas  que  se  han  quemado  por  completo  a  media 
noche,  pero  solo  porque  alguien  se  desperto  a  tiempo,  pudieron  escapar 
ilesos.  He  sido  testigo  de  milagros  -nos  comenta. 

Desde  su  despacho,  el  Comandante  Harry  Dolan  nos  habla 
de  "la  revelacion  mas  significativa"  que  tuvo  en  su  carrera.  - 
siempre  escuchas  que  las  personas  que  trabajan  en  esta  profesion  se 
insensibilizan  con  el  tiempo  por  todo  lo  malo  que  ven  a  diario.  iPero 
sabes  que?  Ocurre  exactamente  lo  opuesto.  La  perdida  de  un  niho,  las 
situationes  de  violencia  domestica  duelen  mucho  mas  al  pasar  de  los 
ahos.  Quizds  sea  porque  estas  casadoy  denes  una  familia. 

Dolan  credo  en  una  familia  irlandesa  catolica  en  Nueva  York. 
Su  padre  y  abuelo  formaron  parte  del  Departamento  de  Policia 
de  la  Ciudad  de  Nueva  York,  pero  el  asistio  a  la  Universidad  en 
Carolina  del  Norte  (Western  Carolina  University)  donde  jugo 
baloncesto  y  conocio  a  su  esposa.  Luego  comenzo  como  oficial  de 
policia  en  Raleigh  hasta  su  puesto  actual  de  Comandante,  el  cual 
ha  desempenado  por  10  anos. 

En  su  discurso  durante  la  Misa,  el  Comandante  Dolan 
compartio  la  historia  de  su  primo  Henry  quien  fue  uno  de  los 
primeros  bomberos  en  responder  a  la  llamada  de  emergencia  de 
las  Torres  Gemelas  el  1 1  de  septiembre,  2001.  Henry  y  su  brigada 
Uegaron  hasta  el  piso  19  en  una  de  las  torres,  cuando  las  bases 
comenzaron  a  temblar.  Les  dijeron  que  evacuaran  de  inmediato, 
lo  cual  hicieron,  pero  lograron  salvar  a  todas  las  personas  que 
pudieron. 

Al  salir  del  edificio  su  primo  quedo  sorprendido  -cuando 
salimos,  nos  dimos  cuenta  que  no  fue  nuestro  edificio  el  que  se 
derrumbd,fue  la  otra  tone,  y  unos  minutos  despues,  nuestra  tone 
colapso.  Ojala  hubiesemos  podido  hacer  mas  o  quedamos  mas  tiempo 
dentro  de  la  tone,  -comento 

Dolan  le  dijo  a  su  primo  -ahora  entiendo,  Hemy.  luviste  algunos 
segundos  en  los  que  pudiste  hacer  mas. 

Esas  son  las  peisonas  con  las  que  tengo  el  honor  de  trabajar  a  diario; 
trabajo  con  personas  increibles  a  los  que  les  importa  demasiado.  Ellos 
nos  protegen. 


!  Somos  llamados  a  ser  santos  i 


En  la  novela  del  famoso  escritor  Graham  Greene, 
The  Power  and  the  Glory  (El  Poder  y  la  Gloria) 
se  narra  un  momento  poderoso:  el  sacerdote 
se  encuentra  al  final  de  sus  dias  y  decide  hacer 
una  profunda  busqueda  de  su  alma.  La  ultima  oracion  de 
la  escena  es  especialmente  conmovedora:  "El  sabia  que 
solo  una  cosa  importaba  al  final:  llegar  a  ser  santo" 


En  noviembre,  la  Iglesia  Uni- 
versal celebra  la  Fiesta  de  Todos 
los  Santos  y  la  vida  de  todos  los 
que  han  sido  canonizados.  Tam- 
bien,  esta  fiesta  nos  recuerda  que 
durante  nuestro  bautizo,  nosotros 
pertenecemos  a  la  Comunion  de 
los  Santos  y  debemos  esforzarnos 
a  diario  para  imitar  la  santidad  de 
todos  los  que  han  partido  antes 
que  nosotros  y  que  dependen  de 
nuestra  intercesion. 

La  lista  de  santos  canonizados 
incluyen  personas  como  nosotros: 
personas  con  gran  diversidad,  con 
diferentes  personalidades,  con  una 
gran  gama  de  dones,  debilidades  y 
vocaciones.  Sin  embargo,  cabe  de- 
stacar  que  existen  dos  cualidades 
especificas  que  nosotros  debemos 
tener  en  cuenta:  fener  fe  entre 
tanto  sufrimiento  y  mantenernos 
concentrados  entre  tanto  caos. 

Como  en  cualquier  disciplina 
del  Senor,  los  santos  enfrentaron 
sufrimientos,  conflictos,  penurias, 
e  incluso  persecucion.  Ellos  se 
convierten  en  nuestra  fuente  de 
inspiracion  por  su  sufrimiento  y 
penurias;  primordialmente  por 
su  confianza  en  el  amor  de  Dios. 
Jesiis  fue  su  fortaleza,  su  fuerte 
y  su  valor.  Como  discipulos  del 
Senor  seremos  llamados  a  compar- 
tir  su  Cruz.  Para  la  fe,  significa  una 
oportunidad  llena  de  gracia  para 
crecer  en  santidad  a  medida  que 
nos  unimos  en  nuestros  sufrimien- 
tos. 


Los  santos  sufrieron  el  caos  de 
la  vida  terrenal  y  del  mundo,  al 
igual  que  nosotros,  que  nos  con- 
fundimos  a  menudo  con  nuestras 
prioridades  y  olvidamos  los  valores 
y  virtudes  que  provienen  del  cielo. 
Sin  embargo,  ellos  nunca  perdieron 
su  rumbo  y  mantuvieron  sus  ojos 
abiertos  sobre  todas  las  cosas. 
Debemos  evitar  aceptar  el  vacio 
de  las  promesas  terrenales.  Les 
pido  que  se  tomen  su  tiempo  este 
mes  para  orar  y  meditar  sobre  las 
bienaventuranzas  (Mateo  5:t-io)  El  Ca- 
tecismo  de  la  Iglesia  Catolica  indica 
que:  "La  bienaventuranza  prometida 
nos  coloca  ante  opciones  morales 
decisivas.  Nos  invita  a  purificar 
nuestro  corazon  de  sus  malvados 
instintos  y  a  buscar  el  amor  de  Dios 
por  encima  de  todo.  Nos  enseha 
que  la  verdadera  dicha  no  reside  ni 
en  la  riqueza  o  el  bienestar,  ni  en  la 
gloria  humana  o  el  poder,  ni  en  nin- 
guna  obra  humana,  por  util  que  sea, 
como  las  ciencias,  las  tecnicas  y  las 
artes,  ni  en  ninguna  criatura,  sino 
solo  en  Dios,  fuente  de  todo  bien 
y  de  todo  amor"  Los  santos  nunca 
perdieron  su  rumbo  y  nosotros 
tampoco  podemos  perderlo. 

Este  es  un  mes  que  recordamos 
especialmente  a  los  fieles  que  han 
fallecido:  nuestros  abuelos,  padres, 
familiares,  amigos  y  en  especial  a 
las  personas  que  nos  ensenaron 
e  inspiraron.  Los  recordamos  con 
amor  y  agradeciendole  a  Dios  por 
el  don  de  haberlos  traido  a  nuestras 


vidas.  Los  honramos  siguiendo  su 
ejemplo  y  sus  mejores  cualidades 
la  cual  reflejamos  en  nuestras 
vidas.  Tambien  es  nuestra  tarea 
sagrada  de  orar  por  los  fallecidos  y 
por  su  felicidad  eterna  en  el  Reino 
de  los  Cielos.  Para  todos  los  que 
estan  de  luto  por  la  muerte  de  un 
ser  querido,  a  ellos  les  expreso  mis 
mas  sinceras  condolencias  y  mis 
oraciones.  Que  su  fe  en  Jesus,  en 
la  Resurreccion  y  en  la  Vida,  los 
sustente  y  que  el  amor  de  nuestros 
seres  queridos  y  su  parroquia  los 
apoye  en  estos  momentos. 

Si  nos  sentimos  un  poco  agobia- 
dos  por  el  llamado  a  imitar  la  vida 
de  los  santos,  escuchemos  en 
nuestro  corazon  las  palabras  de 
San  Bernardo  "debemos  buscar  las 
oraciones  de  los  santos.  Porque  lo 
que  esta  fuera  de  nuestro  control, 
lo  podemos  obtener  por  medio  de 
la  intercesion." 

Pedimos  la  asistencia  divina  del 
Senor  para  fortalecer  nuestra  fe 
y  enfocarnos  en  El  como  nues- 
tra fuente  de  felicidad  y  de  todo 
nuestro  amor.  De  esta  manera, 
nos  mantenernos  fieles  al  llamado 
a  la  santidad,  puesto  que  al  final, 
solo  importa  una  cosa,  illegar  a  ser 
santo! 
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local  news 


Bishop  Encourages  Education,  Witness, 
Faith  in  Respect  Life  Homily 


The  US  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  designated 
October  as  Respect  Life  Month,  a  time  for  Catholics  to  re- 
flect on  the  sanctity  of  life  and  to  renew  their  commitment 
to  work  on  behalf  of  all  life  issues.  Dioceses  throughout  the 
country  marked  the  first  Sunday  of  October  as  Respect 
Life  Sunday.  Each  year,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge  commemorates  the  day  with  the  celebration  of  Mass 
in  one  of  the  Diocese's  96  parishes  and  missions.  This 
year,  Bishop  Burbidge  celebrated  the  Respect  Life  Mass  at 


Saint  Ann  Church  in  Fayetteville. 

The  Bishop  noted  three  areas  of  concentration  that 
Catholics  should  focus  on  in  promoting  a  culture  of  life: 
education,  witness  and  faith.  He  encouraged  the  faithful  to 
become  educated  on  the  life  issues  of  the  day  and  ad- 
dressed the  current  issue  of  health  care  reform,  strongly 
pointing  out  that  reform  must  not  come  at  the  expense  of 
any  threat  to  human  life  from  the  moment  of  conception  to 
natural  death. 

"All  that  we  see  to  do  must  be  done  in  His  name  and 
with  His  strength,"  Bishop  Burbidge  said.  "Alone  we  can 
do  nothing.  With  God  all  things  are  possible." 


Forma  Extraordinaria 
Celebrated  at  Camp 
Lejeune 


j  -  On  October  4,  Father 
Aiden  Logan,  one  of  the 
Catholic  Chaplains  at  Camp 
Lejeune,  celebrated  the 
forma  extraordinaria  of  the 
Mass  at  the  Catholic  Chapel 
there.  The  forma  extraor- 


dinaria will  be  celebrated 
on  the  Marine  Base  every 
Sunday  at  1  2:30  PM. 

The  Catholic  Chapel  is 
located  in  the  St.  Francis 
Xavier  Building  1  7.  To  get  on 
the  base,  a  temporary  pass  is 
needed  and  can  be  obtained 
by  stopping  at  the  Visitor's 
Center.  A  valid  driver's 
license,  vehicle  registration 


and  proof  of  insurance  are 
needed  to  receive  a  pass. 

At  present,  five  churches 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
have  scheduled  regular 
celebrations  of  the  forma 
extraordinaria: 

Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
in  Raleigh  at  4:30  PM,  first 
Sunday  of  every  month. 

Sacred  Heart  Church  in 


Dunn  at  1  2:00  PM  every 
Sunday. 

Our  Lady  of  Perpetual 
Help  in  Rocky  Mount  at 
6:00  PM  every  Sunday. 

Saint  Mary  Church  in 
Wilmington  at  7:00  PM,  the 
last  Sunday  of  every  month. 

Saint  Bernadette  Church 
in  Fuquay-Varina  at  9:00  AM 
every  Tuesday 


Bishop  Appoints  Council 
of  Priests'  Leadership 


►>  Upon  election  by 
the  Council  of  Priests, 
Most  Reverend  Mi- 
chael F  Burbidge  has 
re-appointed  Father 
Joseph  G.  Vetter  to 
the  position  of  Chair- 
man of  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  Council  of 
Priests.  Father  Vetter 
is  Diocesan  Director 
of  Campus  Ministry 
and  Campus  Minister 
at  Duke  University. 
Father  John  E.  McGee, 
O.S.F.S.,  Pastor  of  Im- 
maculate Conception 
Church  in  Wilmington, 
has  been  appointed  to 
the  position  of  Vice- 
Chairman.  Father 
Daniel  D.  Oschwald, 
Rector  of  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  in 
Raleigh,  will  serve  as 
Secretary. 

The  Council  of 
Priests  consists  of  the 


n 


Rev.  John 
E.  McGee, 
O.S.F.S.,  Vice 
Chairman 


Rev.  Daniel 
D.  Oschwald, 
Secretary 


eight  Deans  of  the  Diocese,  the  College 
of  Consultors,  five  Ex-Officio  mem- 
bers, and  seven  priests  elected  by  the 
Presbyterate;  five  Diocesan  priests  and 
two  from  the  Religious  Orders.  When 
elected,  the  At-Large  Members  are  then 
appointed  by  the  Bishop.  Several  Coun- 
cil Members  hold  two  designations. 

Chairman: 

Reverend  Joseph  G.  Vetter 
Deans: 

•  Very  Reverend  Robert  Benko,  OEM., 
Conv,  V.F. 

•  Very  Reverend  Marcos  Leon  Angulo, 
V.F. 

•  Very  Reverend  Samuel  J.  Buchholz, 
V.F. 

•  Very  Reverend  John  F.  Forbes,  V.F. 

•  Very  Reverend  James  Gameau,  V.F. 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  Jeffrey  A.  Ing- 
ham, V.F. 

•  Very  Reverend  Justin  Kerber,  CP,  V.F. 

•  Very  Reverend  Ernest  J.  Ruede,  V.F. 

At-Large  Elected  Members: 

•  Reverend  John  E.  McGee,  O.S.F.S., 
Vice-Chairman 

•  Very  Reverend  Daniel  D.  Oschwald, 
Secretary 


•  Reverend  Monsignor  Michael  G.  Clay 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  John  F.  O'Connor 

•  Reverend  Mark  G.  Reamer,  O.F.M. 

•  Reverend  Philip  M.  Tighe 

•  Reverend  E.  Fernando  Torres 

Ex-Officio  Members: 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  David  D.  Brock- 
man,  Vicar  General 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  Thomas  P. 
Hadden,  Vicar  for  African-American 
Ancestry  and  Evangelization 

•  Very  Reverend  Steve  Smith,  OP,  Vicar 
for  Priests 

•  Very  Reverend  Carlos  N.  Arce,  Vicar 
for  Hispanics 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  Girard  M. 
Sherba,  V.J.,  Vicar  Judicial,  Chancellor 

College  of  Consultors: 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  David  D.  Brock- 
man,  Vicar  General 

•  Very  Reverend  James  F.  Gameau,  V.F. 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  Jeffrey  A.  Ing- 
ham, V.F. 

•  Very  Reverend  Ernest  J.  Ruede,  V.F. 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  Girard  M. 
Sherba,  V.J. 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  Michael  P. 
Shugrue 

•  Reverend  Joseph  G.  Vetter 


Year  for  Priests 
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Year  for  Priests 

Seminarians  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
i  Diocese  of  Raleigh 

"What  made  the  Curiof  Ars  holy  was  his  humble  faithfulness  to  the  mission  to 
which  God  had  called  him;  it  was  his  constant  abandonment,  full  of  trust,  to  the 
hands  of  divine  Providence.  It  was  not  by  virtue  of  his  own  human  gifts  thai  he 
succeeded  in  moving  peoples'  hearts  nor  even  by  relying  on  a  praiseworthy  com- 
mitment of  his  will;  he  won  over  even  the  most  refractory  souls  by  communicating 
to  them  what  he  himself  lived  deeply,  namely,  his  friendship  with  Christ.  He  was 
"in  love*  with  Christ  and  the  true  secret  ol  his  pastoral  success  was  the  fervor  of  his 
love  for  the  hucharistic  Mystery,  celebrated  and  lived,  which  became  love  for 
Christ's  flock,  for  Christians  and  for  all  who  were  seeking  God." 

-Pope  iicnctiicl  XVI 


Saint  John  Vianney,  the  Cure  of  Ars 
Patron  Saint  of  Priests 


The  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  Vocations 
Office  released 
the  new  2009- 
2010  Vocations  poster,  cap- 
turing the  Church's  Year  for 
Priest  celebration  as  its  theme. 
The  poster  features  a  portrait 
of  Saint  John  Vianney,  Patron 
Saint  of  all  Priests,  designed 
by  Cameron  Smith,  a  parish- 
ioner at  Saint  Mark  Catholic 
Church  in  Wilmington.  It  also 
highlights  the  seventeen  men 
currently  in  formation  for  the 
Priesthood  in  the  Diocese. 

As  in  past  years,  the  poster  echoes 
a  request  from  Bishop  Michael  E 
Burbidge  asking  the  faithful  to  please 
pray  for  the  seminarians  by  name.  The 
poster  also  includes  a  quote  from  Pope 
Benedict  XVI  about  Saint  Vianney,  the 
Holy  Cure'  of  Ars: 

"What  made  the  Cure  of  Ars  holy  was  his 
humble  faithfulness  to  the  mission  to  which 
God  had  called  him;  it  was  his  constant 
abandonment,  full  of  trust,  to  the  hands  of 
divine  Providence.  It  was  not  by  virtue  of 
his  own  human  gifts  that  he  succeeded  in 
moving  peoples'  hearts  nor  even  by  rely- 
ing on  a  praiseworthy  commitment  of  his 
will;  he  won  over  even  the  most  refractory 
souls  by  communicating  to  them  what  he 
himself  lived  deeply,  namely,  his  friendship 
with  Christ.  He  was  "in  love"  with  Christ 
and  the  true  secret  of  his  pastoral  success 
was  the  fervor  of  his  love  for  the  Eucha- 
ristic  Mystery,  celebrated  and  lived,  which 
became  love  for  Christ's  flock,  for  Christians 
and  for  all  who  were  seeking  God. " 

New  seminarian  prayer  cards  have 
been  sent  with  the  posters  to  parishes 
and  schools  via  the  Office  of  Vocations 
and  parish  vocation  liaisons. 


►►  For  information  on  the  priesthood,  contact  Father  Ned  Shlesinger,  Direct 


Reflections  on  the  Patron  Saint  of  Priests 
in  this  Year  of  the  Priest 

The  purpose  of  the  Pilgrimage  to  Ars,  when  the 
famous  cure  (pastor)  St.  John  Mary  Vianney 
was  dwelling  there  (1 81 8-1  859),  was  -  many 
pilgrims  thought  -  to  be  in  the  presence  of  a 
holy  man,  and  to  confess  to  a  priest  said  to  have  remark- 
able insight  into  souls  and  the  ability  to  impart  life-changing 
counsel. 

And  the  pilgrims  wanted,  of  course,  to  witness  Pere 
Vianney  say  Mass.  Then  came 
the  surprise:  What  frequently 
affected  the  pilgrims  in  the 
most  remarkable  way  was  the 
reverence  in  prayer  of  all  the 
generations  of  the  faithful  of  the 
village  of  Ars  during  service. 

This  interior  devotion  was 
first  manifested  in  the  way  the 
Ars  parishioners  would  come 
into  church  and  genuflect 
before  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
in  the  tabernacle.  At  that  time 
in  French  history,  many  of 
those  rural  folks  who  were  so 
exemplary  at  Mass  would  not 
have  been,  elsewhere,  "church 
people."  Youth  and  young 
farmers  would  give  a  witness 
to  a  living  faith,  giving  attention 
to  the  mystery  enacted  in  the 
sanctuary.  It  was  evident  to  the 
visitors  from  afar  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  cure's  flock  had 
truly  set  themselves  to  keeping 
the  Lord's  Day  sacred.  The 
effect  was  overwhelming. 

What  about  the  rest  of  the 
week? 

The  Pastor's  influence  upon 
village  life  was  promptly  noticed.  Religion  had  refined  the 
country  people,  giving  them  a  courtesy  and  decency  indeed 
out  of  the  ordinary.  Those  pilgrims  who  best  understood  the 
"spirit  of  Ars"  and  most  deeply  cherished  its  peace  would 
return  to  their  homes,  but  -  as  one  biographer  of  the  Cure 
put  it  -"ever  after  felt  as  if  they  lived  in  exile." 

Yes,  those  visitors  had  come  to  Ars  expecting  the  pastor 
to  bring  it  all  off  himself,  and  their  eyes  fell  instead  upon 
the  parishioners  -  not  in  distraction,  because  the  members' 
attentiveness  to  the  work  of  glorifying  God  was  carrying 
them  (the  pilgrims)  into  deeper  prayer.  If  the  pastor  doesn't 
lead  his  own,  in  the  worship  of  the  living  God,  even  if  he 
has  -  as  John  Vianney  had,  especially  toward  the  end  -  a 
national  reputation  as  a  "religious  personality,"  something 
is  out  of  order.  The  Cure  of  Ars  gave  his  attention  to  his 


flock  from  the  first  day  and  had  no  ambition  of  "promotion" 
to  a  more  significant  assignment,  to  a  wider  scope  for  his 
ministry. 

It  is  not  enough  for  a  conscientious  pastor  to  "get 
saved"  himself.  He  has  to  have  in  his  heart  the  intention 
of  preparing  to  enter  through  the  gates  of  paradise  with  his 
whole  parish.  Today  numbers  of  pilgrims  -  and  tourists  - 
come  to  Ars,  as  in  the  past.  But  whoever  he  is,  the  pres- 
ent Cure  of  Ars's  primordial  work  is  still  to  care  for  those 
numbered  within  his  own  flock. 

As  St.  John  Vianney  looked  to  his  special  patron  saints 
in  heaven  for  inspiration  and 
spiritual  intercession,  the  pres- 
ent pastor  of  Ars  must  surely 
seek  his  illustrious  predeces- 
sor's spiritual  help  in  bringing 
the  new  generation  in  that  land 
to  Christ,  and  Christ  to  them. 

It  is  a  paradox  that  the  man 
given  as  patron  saint  of  all 
priests  was  something  of  an 
outsider  in  the  clerical  world 
of  his  Diocese.  He  struggled 
with  the  academic  side  of 
his  priestly  formation.  Once 
ordained  and  -  after  an  ap- 
prenticeship with  a  wise  old 
priest  -  assigned  to  Ars,  John 
was  thought  for  a  good  while 
to  be  something  of  a  quack 
by  a  number  of  priests  in  his 
Deanery,  and  beyond.  And  as 
ever,  it  seems,  for  him  and  for 
pastors  generally,  some  "false 
reports"  would  float  around! 

As  Amos  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment —  in  his  own  understand- 
ing of  himself  "a  dresser  of 
sycamores"  -  accepted  the 
role  of  prophet  only  at  God's 
bidding,  so  John  Vianney 
received  a  call  from  God  to  the  priesthood  for  the  salvation 
of  souls,  even  though  it  appeared  that  it  would  have  been 
more  natural  for  him  -  especially  after  some  initial  failures 
as  a  student  —  to  have  farmed  with  his  father  or  returned  to 
shepherding. 

As  the  Cure  of  St.  Joseph's,  Raleigh,  confronting  this 
model  of  parish  priests,  commits  himself  to  a  new  dedica- 
tion to  the  sanctification  of  himself  and  of  all  his  parish- 
ioners in  this  Year  for  Priests,  please,  faithful  ones  of  all 
parishes,  pray  for  him  in  this  task,  and  for  all  priests  in 
their  pastoral,  teaching  or  other  duties.  The  Holy  Fa- 
ther's inspiration  to  declare  this  the  Year  for  Priests  is 
timely.  Clergy  and  laity  together  will  review  with  profit  the 
inmost  identity  of  the  priest  within  the  life  of  the  Church. 

-  Monsignor  John  Williams,  Pastor  of  St.  Joseph  Parish,  Raleigh 


ocations  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  at  91 9.832.6279  or  shlesinger@raldioc.org. 
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New  Bern  Irish 

Recognize  Father  Cleery 


One  day  I  was  walking  down 
Pollock  Street  and  happened 
to  notice  a  cross  in  the  grave- 
yard at  Christ  Episcopal 
Church,  written  in  Latin.  After  some  re- 
search, that  this  was  the  grave  of  Reverend 
Patrick  Cleery,  one  of  the  earliest  known 
Catholic  priests  to  live  in  North  Carolina. 
Father  Cleery,  Irish  born,  came  to  New 
Bern  to  settle  his  sister's  estate.  While  here 
he  served  the  few  Catholics  living  in  the 
New  Bern  area  and  made  himself  available 
to  the  community  at  large. 


In  1799  there  was  a  plague  of  yellow  fever  and  Fa- 
ther Cleery  served  the  patients  in  the  pesthouse,  which 


was  located  in  the  Batts  Hill  area  of  town  (near  St.  Paul 
Catholic  Church).  The  pesthouse  was  an  asylum  of  sorts, 
where  victims  of  the  plague  were  quarantined.  He  con- 
tracted yellow  fever  in  the  pesthouse  and  died  during  the 
plague  of  1799. 

The  Christ  Episcopal  Church  graciously  accepted  his 
remains.  The  marble  cross  and  headstone  were  erected  in 
1869  through  the  efforts  of  the  Honorable  M.  E.  Manly 
to  replace  the  former  grave  marker,  a  wooden  board  with 
the  tribute,  "He  died  at  his  post." 

The  Irish  community  of  New  Bern  wishes  to  thank 
the  clergy  and  parishioners  of  Christ  Church  for  their 
kindness;  they  undoubtedly  established  the  first  act 
of  Ecumenism  in  the  State  of  Carolina.  We  wish  to 
honor  Father  Cleery  for  his  work  in  New  Bern  and  for 
his  heroism  in  serving  the  plague  victims.  On  St.  Pat- 
ricks Day,  March  17,  2009,  some  members  of  the  Irish 
community  attended  a  memorial  graveside  service, 
along  with  Rector  Peter  Stube  of  Christ  Church  and 
Rev.  Father  Paul  Mizner  of  St.  Paul  Catholic  Church. 

—  Bernie  Durkin 


did    you  know? 
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Did  You  Know? 

►►  Each  month,  priests  of  the  Diocese  will  answer  questions 
about  their  interests  and  activities,  in  an  effort  to  help  readers 
know  them  better.  You  can  find  more  of  these  profiles  on  the 
Diocesan  Web  site,  www.dioceseofraleigh.org  by  clicking  on  the 
Year  for  Priests  icon  on  the  home  page. 

Father  Stephen  J. 
Carlson  -  Pastor, 
Saint  Mark  Church, 
Wilmington. 

Who  is  your  favor- 
ite saint? 

I  actually  have  several 
and  for  various  rea- 
sons. Saint  Jerome 
(Confirmation  Name)  because  of  his  love  of  languages; 
Saint  Stephen  the  Protomartyr,  my  namesake;  and  Saint 
Phillip  Neri  the  Patron  Saint  of  Rome  and  Special  Forces. 

What  was  your  most  memorable  spiritual  pilgrim- 
age? During  my  final  year  at  Seminary  I  made  a  pilgrim- 
age to  the  Holy  Land  followed  by  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome, 
Assisi  and  Florence. 

Who  was  the  greatest  influence  on  your  vocation 
as  a  priest  and  why?  Fr.  John  Durbin.  As  the  pastor 
of  Saint  Patrick  in  Fayetteville,  he  provided  mentorship, 
friendship  and  inspiration.  The  parish  community  of  Saint 
Patrick's  was  also  a  powerful  influence  during  my  discern- 
ment years. 

Do  you  have  a  hobby  or  hobbies  or  leisure  activity? 


Father  Stephen  J.  Carlson 


I  love  biking  and  have  taken  several  biking  tours  in  Europe. 
I've  always  been  an  avid  sports  fan  and  participant  and 
have  enjoyed  swimming,  running,  triathlons,  scuba  diving, 
bird  watching  and  canoeing. 

What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do  you  cook  it  yourself? 

I  love  anything  Italian  and  do  most  of  my  own  cooking. 

Favorite  sport?  Favorite  team  -  College  and/or 
Professional?  I  love  cycling  and  watching  the  Tour  de 
France  each  July  and  so  I  don't  lose  I  always  cheer  for  the 
favorite.  I  live  in  ACC  country  so  obviously  I  have  to  go 
with  college  hoops.  Not  wanting  to  offend,  I  like  them  all 
but  have  a  special  fondness  for  the  Tar  Heels.  I  also  love 
baseball  and  the  Atlanta  Braves.  In  football,  because  I 
grew  up  in  Denver,  the  Denver  Broncos  are  my  team. 

Favorite  author  and/or  book?  Henri  Nouwen  and 
Thomas  Merton  are  my  favorite  spiritual  authors. 

Favorite  movie?  Gone  With  the  Wind,  In  the  Heat  of  the 
Night  and  Stagecoach. 

Music  you  enjoy/artist?  I  enjoy  Classical  and  Country 
&  Western 

Any  interesting  fact  that  our  readers  would  be 
interested  in  knowing?  I  had  a  rodeo  scholarship  in 
college  and  enjoyed  the  sport.  An  injury  resulting  from  be- 
ing thrown  off  a  2,000-pound  bull  brought  that  part  of  my 
life  to  an  end.  I've  visited  every  state  in  the  Union,  all  the 
countries  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  Europe,  Asia  and 
Africa.  I  love  to  travel  and  the  27  years  of  service  in  the 
U.S.  Military  also  provided  travel  opportunities. 


Father  Romen  Acero  -  Parochial 
Vicar,  Saint  Thomas  More  Church, 
Chapel  Hill 

Who  is  your  favorite  saint?  St. 

Ignatius  of  Loyola  and  St.  Philomena. 

What  was  your  most  memorable 
spiritual  pilgrimage?  The  day  I 

denied  part  of  myself  and  went  to  the 
heart  of  a  neighbor  in  need  and  came 
to  realize  that  Jesus  was  truly  present 
there. 

Who  was  the  greatest  influence 
on  your  vocation  as  a  priest  and 
why?  Fr.  Arturo  Silva,  who  was  the 
pastor  in  my  home  Parish  in  Bogota, 
because  he  was  always  concerned 
about  feeding  God's  people  with  the 


truth  the  Jesus  proclaimed.  Also  the 
Sisters  of  "San  Juan  Evangelista," 
because  they  are 
great  religious 
women,  who 
devote  their  lives 
to  the  ministry  with 
the  workers,  espe- 
cially to  the  youth 
workers. 

Do  you  have  a 
hobby  or  hobbies 
or  leisure  activity?  I  enjoy  being 
involved  in  social  activities. 

What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do  you 
cook  it  yourself?  I  do  not  cook,  but  I 
love  Italian,  Mexican  and  seafood. 
Favorite  sport?  Favorite  team  - 


College  and/or  Professional?  Two 

favorite  teams:  The  Best  Colombian 
Soccer  Team  that 
is"  America  de 
Cali,"  and  The  Red 
Sox. 

Favorite  author 
and/or  book? 

Henry  Nouwen, 
The  Inner  Voice  of 
Love  and  Richard 
Bach,  Juan  Salva- 
dor Gaviota. 

Favorite  movie?  I  am  not  a  movie  fan, 
but  I  remember  "Danza  con  Lobos." 

Music  you  enjoy/artist?Mozart,  II 

Divo,  Handel,  Laura  Pausini 


Diocesan  Youth  Ministry 
Director  Appointed 

Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge  has  announced  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Patrick  Diener  as  the  Director 
of  Youth  Ministry  in  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh.  Mr.  Diener  most  recently 
worked  in  youth  ministry  in  the  Dio- 
cese of  Jackson,  Mississippi.  He  has 
previously  worked  in  the  Archdiocese 
of  Washington,  D.C.,  and  in  his  home 
Diocese  of  Charlotte. 

The  appointment  by  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge  was  made  upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  a  search  committee  chaired 
by  Sr.  Rose  Marie  Adams,  I.H.M., 
Executive  Director  of  the  Department  of  Catholic  Formation  and  Evangelization. 
Sister  Rose  said  the  committee  was  impressed  by  Mr.  Diener's  solid  founda- 
tion in  youth  ministry  and  his  educational  background,  which  includes  a  Bach- 
elor's Degree  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Charlotte  and  a  Masters 
Degree  in  Theology  from  The  John  Paul  II  Institute  for  Studies  on  Marriage  and 
Family. 

"I  welcome  the  new  opportunities  for  youth  to  encounter  Christ  and  grow  in 
a  deeper  appreciation  of  the  truths  of  our  Catholic  faith  which  will  be  afforded 
by  Mr.  Diener  as  a  member  of  our  department,"  Sister  Rose  said.  "Among  his 
many  talents  of  teaching,  leading  retreats,  workshops  and  assisting  teens  to  de- 
velop Christ-centered  leadership  skills,  Patrick  is  also  a  talented  musician  and 
professional  photographer." 

For  questions  and  answers  with  the  new  Youth  Ministry  Director,  go  to 
http://www.dioceseofraleigh.org/news/view.aspx?id=642. 


Justice  Theater  Project 
to  Win  National  Award  for 
Advocacy 

rN-  The  Justice  Theater  Project,  a 
ministry  of  Saint  Francis  of  Assisi  Par- 
ish, will  be  honored  by  People  of  Faith 
Against  the  Death  Penalty  (PFADP)  at 
the  group's  1  5th  anniversary  awards 
banquet  in  Greensboro  on  November 
7.  PFADP  will  present  the  Justice 
Theater  Project  with  its  Community 
Service  Award,  which  recognizes  out- 
standing efforts  at  educating  and  mo- 


bilizing people  to  act  for  alternatives  to 
the  death  penalty.  Deb  Royals-Mizerk, 
the  organization's  artistic  director, 
will  accept  the  award,  which  will  be 
presented  by  Father  David  McBriar, 
OFM.  The  JTP  has  produced  three 
plays  on  the  death  penalty  includ- 
ing "Dead  Man  Walking,"  "A  Lesson 
Before  Dying"  and  two  productions 
of  "Still...  Life,"  an  original  drama 
written  by  the  Justice  Theater  Project 
based  on  interviews  with  people  living 
on  North  Carolina's  death  row,  their 
families,  and  victim's  families. 


St.  Stanislaus  Burns  Mortgage 


Father  Ryszard  Kolodziej,  Pastor  of  Saint  Stanislaus  Church  in  Castle 
Hayne,  NC  gathered  his  congregation  for  a  Mortgage  Burning  Celebration  on 
Sunday,  Oct,  4.  The  event  celebrated  the  payoff,  five  years  early,  of  the  mort- 
gage on  the  church  and  rectory,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  Saint  Stanislaus 
parishioners.  The  celebration  included  a  prayer  service  and  picnic  during  which 
Father  Ryszard  thanked  the  congregation  for  their  dedication  and  support  and 
praised  them  for  being  good  stewards  of  God's  gifts. 


Veloz  Named  Diocesan  Co- 
ordinator of  Hispanic  Youth 
Ministry 

P  >  The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F  Bur- 
bidge  has  named  Mr.  Ricardo  A.  Veloz 
as  the  new  Coordinator  of  Hispanic 
Youth  Ministry  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
Bom  in  Monterey,  Mexico,  Mr.  Veloz 
came  to  the  U.S.  in  1  996.  He  is  bilingual 
and  married  with  three  children,  ages 
1 4,  1  1  and  3.  For  the  last  ten  years,  he 
has  served  in  Diocesan  Hispanic  Youth 
Ministry  leadership  in  the  Diocese  of 
Charlotte. 

In  his  memorandum  announcing  the 
appointment,  Bishop  Burbidge  described 
Mr.  Veloz  as  a  "gifted  teacher,  retreat 
leader,  and  author  of  workshops  which 
assist  teens  in  developing  their  Catholic 
faith  and  using  leadership  skills."  Mr.  Ve- 
loz also  serves  in  national  Hispanic  Youth 
Ministry  leadership  as  the  Vice-president 
of  the  National  Network  of  Pastoral 
Juvenil  Hispana  (La  RED). 

Mr.  Veloz  says  that  one  of  his  goals  is 
"collaboration  to  integrate  the  formation 
of  all  the  youth  of  our  Diocese  in  our 
Catholic  faith,  and  to  make  the  Hispanic 
youth  feel  welcome  as  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  Church."  He  will  be  working 
closely  with  Mr.  Patrick  Diener,  Director 
of  Youth  Ministry  for  the  Diocese  of  Ra- 
leigh, to  achieve  this  goal.  "I  hope  as  well 
to  spend  the  majority  of  my  time  among 
the  people  of  the  Diocese,"  he  said.  "The 
way  to  reach  young  people  is  to  reach 
their  families,  and  I  plan  to  work  closely 
with  pastors  throughout  the  Diocese 
to  educate,  form  and  inform  Hispanic 
families,  so  they  can  contribute  to  the 
formation  and  involvement  in  Church 
activities  of  their  children." 


NC  Catholics  26 

November  2009  |  www.DioceseofRaleigh.org  |  www.NCCatholics.org 


Blessing,  Homecoming  Conclude  Cardinal  Gibbons  Centennial 

Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  concluded  its  Centennial  Celebration  with  a  day 
of  special  events  on  Friday,  September  25th.  In  the  afternoon,  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge  blessed  the  Austin  and  Brandon  Memorial  Garden,  a  meditation 
walk  and  garden  with  Stations  of  the  Cross.  The  garden,  built  by  more  than  300  Cardi- 
nal Gibbons  students  in  memory  of  Austin  Cope  and  Brandon  Allen,  two  members  of 
the  Class  of  2009  who  lost  their  lives  in  a  car  accident  at  the  start  of  their  sophomore 
year,  was  a  gift  of  the  Class  of  2009  and  Brandon  and  Austin's  families  and  friends. 

CGHS  alumna  Abby  Bouchon,  speaking  for  her  Class  of  '09,  called  the  effort  of 
planning  and  preparing  the  garden  "an  amazing  experience.  What  at  first  seemed  to  be 
a  daunting  task  turned  into  a  wonderful  project."  Jack  Arnold,  a  theology  teacher  and 
retired  landscape  architect  who  designed  the  garden,  praised  the  dedication  of  seniors 
as  well  as  other  Gibbons  students,  staff  members  and  faculty  who  worked  for  eight 
successive  weekends  in  March,  April  and  May  and  another  six  successive  weekends 
in  August  and  September  to  move  earth,  lay  flagstones  and  plant  over  400  trees  and 
shrubs.  The  Stations  were  created  as  part  of  an  Eagle  Scout  project  by  CGHS  junior 
Benjamin  J.  Halula. 

Present  at  the  blessing  were  Brandon  Allen's  parents  and  brother,  (  Mason,  a  sopho- 
more) CGHS  Principal  Jason  Curtis,  Assistant  Principal  for  Spiritual  Life  Fr.  Scott  Mc- 
Cue,  and  a  large  contingent  of  students,  including  members  of  the  Cardinal  Gibbons 
football  team  who  attended  a  Mass  celebrated  by  Bishop  Burbidge  after  the  blessing. 

In  the  evening,  hundreds  of  alumni,  students,  parents  and  community  members 
converged  on  the  high  school  for  the  homecoming  football  game.  The  event  featured 
pregame,  halftime  and  postgame  festivities,  including  the  induction  during  halftime  of 
the  All-Century  Football  Team,  made  up  of  1  1 8  nominees,  39  of  whom  were  present. 
The  team  members  represented  classes  dating  from  1 936  to  the  present.  Ninety-one 
year  old  Harry  Stewart,  nominated  from  the  Class  of  '36,  shared  recollections  of  the 
leather-helmet  era  in  football,  when,  he  recalled,  "We  played  both  sides,  offense  and 
defense.  When  a  player  was  knocked  out,  we'd  just  wait  till  he  came  to  and  continue 
the  game." 

The  homecoming  event  was  also  an  opportunity  for  the  high  school  to  showcase 
its  award-winning  athletic  program.  Visitors  were  able  to  view  1 00  years  of  CGHS 
sports  memorabilia  on  display  in  the  school  cafeteria.  CGHS  has  grown  from  offering 
students  several  select  school-sponsored  sports  in  the  early  1 900s  to  having  over  35 
teams  today.  Aligned  with  that  growth,  the  program  has  also  garnered  statewide  recog- 
nition, capturing  the  N.C  Wachovia  Cup  -  the  annual  distinction  for  overall  excellence 
in  high  school  athletics  -  eight  out  of  the  last  nine  years. 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  said  the  opening  prayer 
at  the  game,  and  Dr.  Michael  Fedewa,  Superintendent  of  Catholic  Formation  and  Edu- 
cation, tossed  the  coin  to  open  the  contest,  in  which  Cardinal  Gibbons  defeated  Cedar 
Ridge  High  School  20-7.  After  the  game,  a  reception  in  the  school  cafeteria  honored 
former  and  current  football  players  and  their  families. 


Saint  Francis  Feast  Marks 
Blessing  of  the  Animals 

The  Franciscan  School  was  the  scene  Saturday,  Oc- 
tober 3,  for  the  annual  Blessing  of  the  Animals  held  by  the 
Franciscan  Friars  of  Holy  Name  Province.  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge  joined  Father  Mark  Reamer,  Father 
William  McConville,  Father  Julian  Jagudilla  and  Father 
David  McBriar  in  the  blessing. Parishioners  were  invited 
to  bring  their  pets  to  the  celebration  and  turned  out  with 
dogs  of  all  sizes,  cats,  hamsters,  and  other  pets  including 
one  snake.  Several  children  brought  their  stuffed  animals. 


The  custom,  conducted  on  or  near  the  feast  day  of  Saint 
Francis,  is  founded  on  the  Saint's  love  for  all  creatures. 


tilings  to  do: 


SEARCH  #157,  December 
4,  7  p.m.  -  December 
6,  2  p.m.,  at  the  Short 
Journey  Center,  2323 
Cleveland  Road,  Smithfield, 
NC  27577.  SEARCH 
is  a  weekend  retreat  for 
1  1th- 1  2th  grade  youth. 
Activities  encourage  self- 
discovery  and  reflection  on 
relationships  with  others  and 
with  God.  It  is  a  peer-led 
retreat.  The  team  is  made  up 
of  past  Searchers  who  model 
leadership,  faith  sharing,  and 
ministry  with  their  peers. 
Adults  in  youth  ministry 
also  attend,  participate  and 
supervise  the  Search  retreat 
program.  Cost:  $105. 
Registration  Deadline: 
November  1  9. 

Holy  Hour  for  Vocations, 

November  10,  7  p.m.  -  8 
p.m.,  St.  Mary  Church, 
1  000  North  Jefferson 
Avenue,  Goldsboro,  N.C. 
27530.  The  Holy  Hour 
for  Vocations  provides 
an  opportunity  to  come 
together  as  a  community 
and  pray  before  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  for  an  increase  in 
vocations  to  the  Priesthood 
and  Religious  Life.  The 
November  Holy  Hour  will  be 
held  at  Saint  Mary's  Parish 
in  Goldsboro  and  will  begin 
at  7:00pm.  All  are  invited  to 
join  Bishop  Burbidge  in  this 
celebration.  A  reception  will 
follow  the  Holy  Hour. 

Next  Holy  Hour  December 
4,  St.  Gabriel,  Greenville. 

Catholic  Golden  Age  will 
meet  Sunday,  1  :30  p.m.,  on 
November  1  st  at  Our  Lady 
of  Lourdes  Catholic  Church, 
Fallon  Center,  2718 
Overbrook  Drive,  Raleigh, 
NC  27608.  Call  Kit  at 
919.624.901  7  or  Marjorie 
at  919.781.31  61  regarding 
the  meeting  as  well  as  info 
on  CGA's  5:30  pm  dinner 
get-togethers  every  third 
Thursday  of  the  month 
throughout  the  year. 

Quo  Vadis  Group, 

November  1  7,  7  p.m. -9  p.m. 


High  school  age  boys  are 
invited  to  attend  the  Quo 
Vadis  group,  which  meets  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  Quo  Vadis  provides 
a  fraternal  environment 
and  an  opportunity  to 
gather  for  fellowship, 
prayer  and  a  discussion 
on  discernment  and 
vocations.  Please  contact 
the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  more  information  at 
919.832.6279. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  November  1  9, 
7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  219 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
NC  27603.  Single  Catholic 
women  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-45  who  are  committed 
to  praying  for  vocations, 
growing  in  holiness  while  in 
the  midst  of  the  world,  and 
discerning  the  call  of  Christ 
are  invited  to  the  Vocations 
Prayer  Group  for  Women. 
Thursday  evening  meetings 
will  begin  in  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  with  Adoration  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  7 
pm  followed  by  Benediction. 
At  8  pm  the  group  will  move 
to  the  Office  of  Vocations  for 
fellowship  and  discussions. 
Meetings  should  end  by 
9  pm.  Contact  Fr.  Ned 
Shlesinger,  vocations® 
raldioc.org. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  November  21,9 
a.m.  -  1  2  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  219 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh,  NC 
27603.  Adult  Catholic  men 
between  the  ages  of  1  7-48 
discerning  a  possible  call 
to  Priesthood  are  invited  to 
the  Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  meetings  held  on 
the  third  Saturday  of  each 
month.  If  you  are  just 
beginning  to  contemplate 
a  vocation  or  are  more 
serious  about  a  call  to 
priesthood  please  consider 
attending  this  group.  The 
Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  in  which  to 
discuss  your  discernment  of 
a  possible  call  to  Priesthood 
with  other  men  who  are 
also  examining  the  call. 


The  group  discusses  issues 
central  to  the  call  and  does 
so  within  the  context  of 
prayer,  presentations,  and 
discussion.  The  morning 
begins  with  Mass.  Coffee 
and  doughnuts  will  be 
available  in  the  Office  of 
Vocations  (two  doors  down 
from  the  Cathedral)  after 
Mass.  Morning  Prayer,  a 
discussion/presentation 
about  discernment/ 
Priesthood,  Daytime 
Prayer,  and  lunch  follow. 
Next  Discernment  Group 
December  1  9.  For  more 
information  contact 
the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 


Worldwide  Marriage 
Encounter  Weekend. 

Married  couples,  how  would 
you  like  to  spend  a  weekend 
away  with  your  spouse  before 
the  holidays  -  just  the  two  of 
you?  Away  from  everything: 
the  kids,  job,  phone,  bills 
and  house?  Plan  to  get  away 
to  a  Worldwide  Marriage 
Encounter  Weekend.  Sign  up 
now  for  the  November  1 3 
-1  5weekend  being  held  in 
Atlantic  Beach,  NC.  Register 
online  at  www.wwme-nc. 
info.  You  may  also  contact 
Tom  and  Emilie  Sandin 
for  more  information  at 
emilieandtom@yahoo.com  or 
336.274.4424. 


Upcoming  events 

at  Avila  Retreat  Center 

71  1  Mason  Road,  Durham.  27712. 
To  register  or  for  more  information,  call 
919.477.1285. 


Living  a  Life  of  Hope,  Decern-  ^i^^ 
ber  2,  9:30  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  Hope  is  a 
spirituality  and  practice  that  can  be  learned.  We  age  and  heal 
better  if  we  have  hope.  One  way  to  think  about  hope  is  as  an 
orientation  of  the  heart,  a  way  of  being  in  the  world  that  brings 
life  and  nurtures  life.  Hope  is  a  way  of  saying  "yes"  to  life  in 
uncertain  times.  Hope  is  a  way  of  trusting  God.  "They  that  hope 
in  Yahweh  will  renew  their  strength,  they  will  soar  as  with  eagles' 
wings;  they  will  run  and  not  grow  weary,  walk  and  not  grow 
faint"  (Isaiah  41 :31).  Presenter:  Sr.  Carol  Davis,  O.P,  has  a 
rich  background  in  spirituality,  addictions  and  trauma  recov- 
ery counseling,  university  teaching  and  campus  ministry.  She 
brings  compassion  and  creativity  to  the  process  of  teaching  and 
traveling  with  others  on  paths  of  healing,  love  and  light.  She  has 
recorded  two  compact  discs  of  guided  imagery.  Donation:  $30. 


►►  God  Speaks  to  Us  Through  Dreams.  December 
4-6.  Friday  7  p.m.  —  Sunday  1  1  a.m.  "Your  old  ones  shall 
dream  dreams  and  your  young  ones  shall  see  visions"  (Joel 
2:28).  We  receive  guidance  daily  through  sleep  dreams  and 
daydreams.  That  guidance  may  show  us  pathways  to  healing 
relationships,  to  creativity  in  work  and  to  deepening  our  friend- 
ship with  sacred  creation  and  the  Divine.  But  we  need  to  pay 
attention  or  else  we  miss  a  lot.  Too  often  dreams  are  treated 
like  junk  mail  or  spam!  This  retreat  will  offer  ways  to  explore 
and  honor  dreams  and  to  bring  dream  wisdom  into  daily  life. 
It  includes  sharing  and  an  experiential  component  to  practice 
specific  ways  to  explore  dreams.  Presenter:  Sr.  Carol  Davis, 
O.P  is  a  lifelong  dream  explorer.  She  does  psychospiritual 
counseling  in  upstate  New  York  and  has  led  retreats  through- 
out the  United  States.  Sr.  Carol  has  a  rich  background  in  spiri- 
tuality, addictions  and  trauma  recovery  counseling,  university 
teaching  and  campus  ministry.  She  brings  compassion  and 
creativity  to  the  process  of  teaching  and  traveling  with  others 
on  paths  of  healing,  love  and  light.  She  has  recorded  two 
compact  discs  of  guided  imagery.  Donation:  $1 30. 
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Diocesan  Teens  Attend  Disciples 
on  the  Journey  Retreat 

►►  Approximately  400  Catholic  teenagers,  adults,  and  college 
crew  staff  took  part  in  the  Disciples  on  the  Journey  retreat,  Sat- 
urday, October  1 0  at  Short  Journey  Center  in  Smithfield.  For  the 
past  33  years,  the  program  has  been  known  as  Back  to  Earth. 

The  featured  speaker  was  Dr.  Greg  Moser,  D.  Min.,  Execu- 
tive Director  of  Youth  and  Young  Adult  Ministry  in  the  Diocese  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  his  presentation,  he  encouraged  the  teens  to 
fall  in  love  with  Jesus  in  the  Eucharist,  and  in  a  reference  to  the 
Sermons  of  St.  Augustine  noted,  "We  become  what  we  receive." 
He  asked  them  to  reach  beyond  themselves  and  love  the  poor 
and  dispossessed.  He  told  them  to  pray  and  to  ask  God,  "What 
do  you  want  me  to  do  with  my  life?"  and  to  listen  for  the  answer. 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
was  the  principal  celebrant  and  homilist  at  the  concluding  Mass 
on  Saturday.  Rev.  Msgr.  David  D.  Brockman,  Vicar  General  of 
the  Diocese,  concelebrated.  Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa,  Diocesan 
Superintendent  of  Catholic  Formation  and  Education,  and  Sister 
Rose  Marie  Adams,  Diocesan  Director  of  Evangelization  and 
Catechesis,  were  both  in  attendance. 

The  Bishop  began  his  homily  by  encouraging  the  young 
people  to  meditate  on  Jesus'  Gospel  question:  "What  do  you 
want  Me  to  do  for  you?"  and  to  have  confidence  in  the  Lord's 
love  for  them. 

Diocese  in  Compliance  with 
Charter  for  the  Protection  of 
Children  and  Young  People 

The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  been  informed  that  it  is  in  com- 
pliance with  the  United  States  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops' 
(USCCB)  Charter  for  the  Protection  of  Children  and  Young 
People.  The  notification  to  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
came  from  The  Gavin  Group,  Inc,  an  independent  agency,  hired 
by  the  USCCB's  National  Review  Board  to  survey  the  nation's 
dioceses  to  ensure  they  are  following  the  Charter  adopted  by  the 
US  Bishops  in  2002.  Since  the  audits  began  in  2003,  the  Dio- 
cese of  Raleigh  has  been  found  to  be  in  compliance  each  year. 

"I'm  very  pleased  the  Diocese  has  received  this  affirmation 
regarding  our  Child  and  Youth  Protection  policies  and  pro- 
cedures," Bishop  Burbidge  said.  "We  remain  committed  to 
providing  a  safe  environment  for  all  children  and  young  people 
in  our  parishes  and  schools." 

The  Diocesan  Policies  and  Procedures  and  the  Charter  for 
the  Protection  of  Children  and  Young  People  are  available  on 
the  Diocesan  web  site. 
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The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  includes  many  parishes  with  rich 
histories.  To  visit  St.  Thomas  More  Church  in  Chapel 
Hill  in  2009,  however,  is  to  be  nearly  overwhelmed  by 
the  future.  Dust  in  the  air,  temporary  fences  partitioning 
almost  the  entire  campus  and  the  racket  of  large  equipment  adver- 
tise a  massive  expansion  of  the  parish  facility  The  parish  is  building 
a  new  gym  and  athletic  fields,  an  art  and  music  building,  a  parish 
center  with  a  social  hall,  meeting  rooms,  a  library,  a  nursery  and  new 
parish  offices.  Renovations  in  the  ten-year-old  church  will  include 
new  reconciliation  rooms,  a  new  sacristy  and  a  new  installation  for 
the  tabernacle  in  the  center  of  the  sanctuary  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  the  buildings  origi- 
nal architecture.  The  property  will  also 
add  parking  space  and  driveways. 


Perhaps  enhancement  would  be 
as  good  a  word  as  expansion  to 
describe  all  these  changes,  which 
are  slated  for  completion  in  summer 
2010.  "They're  not  about  numerical 
growth,"  says  St.  Thomas  More  Pas- 
tor Father  John  Durbin,  "but  about 
serving  the  parish  and  the  wider 
community  better.  Our  parishioners 
have  been  extremely  generous." 

The  parish  has  also  been 
extremely  conscious  of  steward- 
ship of  the  environment.  Parish 
Administrator  Carlos  Lima,  who 
has  overseen  the  construction, 
explained  the  care  which  has  been 


taken  to  conserve  resources  by 
making  the  project  energy-efficient. 
Among  those  measures:  A  cistern 
by  the  parish  center  will  gather  rain 
water  to  run  the  restrooms,  and  a 
reclaimed  water  line  will  irrigate 
the  athletic  fields.  The  parish  center 
is  oriented  to  the  south  to  gather 
as  much  daylight  and  heat  as  pos- 
sible in  the  winter  and  will  employ 
reflective  glass  to  minimize  energy 
used  in  summer  cooling.  Carpets, 
tiles  and  paint  will  all  use  organic 
compounds,  and  LED  lighting  will 
be  installed  outdoors  wherever 
possible. 


St.  Thomas  More  began  in  1922 
as  a  mission  of  Immaculate  Con- 
ception in  Durham,  serving  half 
a  dozen  members  students  at  the 
College  of  North  Carolina  (later 
UNO.  In  1925,  Bishop  William  J. 
Hafey  met  William  B.  Carmichael, 
an  official  at  the  College,  who  was 
considering  becoming  Catholic. 
Carmichael  not  only  joined  the 
Church,  he  helped  establish  a 
Catholic  presence  on  the  campus 
and  became  a  leading  benefactor 
of  the  faith  community.  By  1940, 
when  the  mission  was  designated 
a  parish,  more  than  200  Catholic 
students  were  part  of  its  congrega- 
tion; they  attended  Mass  in  the 
Hill  Hall  auditorium  on  campus. 
The  parish  grew  swiftly  during 
WWII,  in  part  because  of  the 
U.S.  Navy  Pre-Flight  School  in 
Chapel  Hill.  After  the  war,  Mass 
was  held  in  Gerrard  Hall.  Ground 
was  broken  for 
a  new  church 
in  1955,  on 
jr  land  donated 
by  William 
Carmichael, 
who  turned  the 
first  spade  of  earth 
at  the  ceremony.  The  church 
was  dedicated  by  Bishop  Vin- 
cent S.  Waters  in  1957,  the  school 
in  1964. 

The  current  church  was  dedi- 
cated in  1998  on  property  along 
Carmichael  Street.  Today,  Father 
Durbin  says,  there  are  2500  regis- 
tered families  at  St.  Thomas  More, 
"around  10,000  people,  including 
a  vibrant  and  active  Hispanic  com- 
munity" Staff  personnel  come  from 
seven  different  countries,  and  the 
parish  operates  some  110  different 
ministries. 
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e  have  improved  our  website  to  facilitate 
your  obtaining  required  information  to  make  a 
stock  donation  to  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  Our  stock 
donation  instruction  form  (including  our  current 
account  number)  is  available  on  our  website  at: 


Once  on  the  website  homepage, 
select  "Giving." 
The  stock  donation  form  is  located  In 
the  "Outright/Current  Giving"  section  of  the 
"Giving  Overview." 

Please  fully  complete  the  two  page  form  and  provide  it 
directly  to  your  broker  to  execute  your  transaction. 

We  can  not  execute  transactions  on  your  behalf. 
In  addition,  please  send  a  copy  of  the  completed  form 

to  the  Diocese  at  the  address  listed  on  the  form. 

If  you  have  any  difficulty  obtaining  the  form  from  the 

website  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact: 
Dave  Winters* (919)  821 -9725 •dave.winters@raldioc.org 


Saint  Raphael  Catholic  School 

Open  House 
November  18,  2009 

9am-  12pm 


Advanced  Math  Courses 
Technology  and  Science  Labs 
Spanish  Classes  K-8 
Art,  Music  and  Physical  Education 
Competitive  Sports  Program 
Before  and  After  School  Care 

Academic  Excellence  in  the  Jesuit  Tradition 

Fully  accredited  by  the  Southern  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges 
www.saintraphaelschool.org       5815  Falls  of  Neuse  Rd.,  Raleigh  27609  865-5750 


Director  of  Music 

Parish  of  St.  Eugene,  72  Culvern  St.,  Asheville,  N.C. 
28804.  Website:  www.steugene.org  a  parish  of  over 
1,000  families  (English  and  Spanish)  seeks  a  music 
minister  for  immediate  opening  who  can  balance 
between  contemporary  and  traditional  Catholic  liturgi- 
cal music.  Responsibilities  include  weekend  and  holy 
day  liturgies,  funerals  and  weddings,  directing  adult 
and  youth  choirs,  scheduling  cantors  and  musicians. 
Keyboard  skills  and  ability  to  work  collaboratively  with 
Church  organist  are  essential.  Compensation  and 
benefits  are  commensurate  with  experience. 
Send  resume  to  Music  Search  Committee. 


"This  is  truly  retirement  living  with 

a  new  <s/)irt'{ 


Pennybym  residents  Mary  King  and  Virgina  Greedier  with  Pastry  Chef  Andrea  Torres. 


"Had  I  stayed  home  after  my  husband  died,  I 
would  be  alone  in  a  big  house,"  says  Pennybyrn 
resident  Mary  King.  "Here,  I  get  to  do  more, 
go  out  more,  and  stay  busier.  1  like  the  tours 
and  trips,  the  food,  and  the  beautiful  setting. 
And  1  like  having  others  around  and  keeping 
busy."  For  Mary,  Pennybyrn  retirement  living 
meets  all  her  needs.  "It  truly  is  the  total  pack- 
age. What  else  could  I  want?  I'm  encouraging 
all  my  friends  to  move  here." 

You  too  can  have  it  all.  Call  (336)  821-4050  or 
toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 

18}  pgWNYBYRKJ 
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Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com  |Sf 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260  ssssss; 
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For  the  latest,  diocesan  news  &  information  logon  to  uuLJ.dioceseofraleigh.or5 


Year  End  Giving . . . 

plan  today  for  the  best  results 


Fall  has  traditionally  been  the  busiest  season  of  the  year  for 
giving  as  people  review  their  finances  and  take  steps  to  complete 
the  gifts  they  intend  to  make  before  year's  end.  The  Catholic 
Church  has  many  giving  opportunities  for  your  year  end  giving. 

If  you  would  like  to  make  a  gift  or  want  information  on  gift 
types,  please  check  the  appropriate  box  below  and  the  Office  of 
Stewardship  and  Institutional  Advancement  will  be  happy  to  follow  up 


We  would  like  more  information  on  Year  End  Giving  Options  to  Benefit  Us  and  Our  Church 


: 


Outright  Gifts:  (check  ail  that  apply) 

— 1  Cash 

□  Stocks  (please  send  stock  transfer  instructions) 

□  Real  Estate 

Planned  Gifts: 

_]  Bequest  (please  send  legal  language) 

□  Charitable  Gift  Annuity 

□  Charitable  Remainder  Trust 

□  Life  Insurance  Policy 

□  IRAs  and  Retirement  Plans 


'Name 


Address "_ 
City  


State 


Zip 


Telephone  ( 


) 


Email 


Please  mail  to:  Office^of  Stewardship  &  Institutional  Advancement,  Diocese  of  ! 

Raleigh,  715  Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27606. 

or  call  (919)  821-9721  or  send  an  email  to:  mike.pedley@raldioc.org 
 ,  ■■  | 
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At  the  time  the  December  edition  of  our  Diocesan 
magazine  arrives  in  your  home,  our  neighborhoods 
will  be  decorated  with  bright  lights  as  we  prepare 
to  celebrate  the  birthday  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  the  Son  of  Mary,  the  Light  of  the  World. 

In  anticipation  of  the  celebration  of  our  Saviors  birth,  we 
are  filled  with  profound  joy  in  knowing  Gods  great  love  for 
us  and  that  He  sent  His  only  Son  to  save  us  and  to  bring  us 
life  now  and  forever.  In  a  special  way  at  this  time  of  year,  we 
find  renewed  hope  in  the  Gospel  proclamation  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  true  Light  that  has 
conquered  the  darkness. 


This  is  a  grace-filled  time  to 
reflect  on  the  meaning  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus  and  the  abundant 
gifts  He  brings  to  us  and  our 
world.  In  a  land  torn  apart  by 
war  and  violence,  a  Savior  is 
bom  who  shows  us  the  way 
to  peace  and  serenity.  In  a 
country  that  is  often  divided,  a 
Savior  is  born  who  unites  us  as 
sisters  and  brothers  and  leads 
us  on  the  path  to  reconcilia- 
tion. To  individuals  who  are 
overwhelmed  by  past  failures 
and  mistakes,  a  Savior  is  born 
who  saves  and  forgives  us.  To 
individuals  suffering  physically 
and  emotionally  or  worried 
about  those  they  love  who  are 
suffering,  a  Savior  is  born  who 
assures  us  that  His  healing  love 
will  turn  all  suffering  to  glory. 
To  individuals  who  are  celebrat- 
ing the  first  Christmas  without 
a  loved  one  who  died  recently, 
a  Savior  is  born  who  promises 
to  give  those  who  have  gone 
before  us  a  gift  that  no  one  in 
this  world  can  give:  the  gift  of 
eternal  happiness. 

If  you  live  with  faith  in  the 
power  of  Jesus  over  darkness 
and  allow  the  truths  of  Christ- 
mas to  penetrate  your  life  each 
and  every  day,  you  will  be  filled 
with  great  joy.  In  other  words, 
what  we  do  at  Christmas  must 
be  sustained.  The  longing 
of  our  hearts  to  be  near  the 
Lord  Jesus  must  remain  and 


Rejoice  in  Jesus, 

the  Light  of  the  World! 


grow  deeper  every  day.  Most 
especially,  we  must  be  with  Him 
at  least  weekly  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  Mass.  Pray  God  that 
our  Churches  will  continue  to 
welcome  the  crowds  we  see  on 
Christmas  day. 

Look  at  how  we  celebrate  the 
unity  that  is  ours  in  Christ  Jesus 
at  this  time  of 
year.  That  also 
must  contin- 
ue. The  time 
we  spend  in 
reminding 
our  family 
that  we  love 
them  must 
never  cease, 
nor  should  our  willingness  to 
forgive  one  another.  The  spirit 
of  "giving"  must  continue  in  our 
lives.  After  Christmas  Day  the 
needs  of  the  poor  and  most 
vulnerable  remain.  It  is  exactly 
at  the  moment  of  greatest  need 
that  the  sharing  of  our  gifts  and 
resources  with  others  and  the 
spirit  of  service  must  reach  a 


new  level  of  generosity. 

We  are  very  mindful  at  this 
time  of  year  of  our  many  gifts. 
I  express  profound  thanks  for 
the  gift  you  are  to  me  and  our 
Diocese  and  for  the  countless 
ways  you  demonstrate  your  love 
for  the  Lord  and  His  Church. 
I  join  you  in  thanking  God  for 
His  abundant 


In  a  land  torn  apart  by 
war  and  violence,  a 
Savior  is  born  who 
shows  us  the  way  to 
peace  and  serenity. 


blessings  and 
most  especially 
for  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Eu- 
charist in  which 
God's  love 
is  perfectly 
revealed  in 
Christ  Jesus: 
the  very  imprint  of  the  Father; 
the  Son  of  God,  the  Son  of 
Mary,  the  Light  of  the  world  who 
dispelled  forever  the  power  of 
darkness. 

May  the  joy  and  peace  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  be  with  you  on 
Christmas  Day,  in  this  sacred 
season,  throughout  the  New 
Year  and  always! 
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Bishop  Celebrates  All  Saints 
and  All  Souls  Day  Masses 


Each  year  on  the  first  two  days  in  November,  the  Catholic 
Church  pays  special  tribute  to  those  who  have  died.  The  So- 
lemnity of  All  Saints  is  celebrated  November  1  and  the  Feast 
of  All  Souls  the  following  day.  All  Saints  Day  was  instituted  to 
honor  all  saints,  known  and  unknown.  On  All  Souls  Day,  prayers  are  said 
for  the  departed  who  have  been  baptized,  but  are  not  yet  in  full  union 
with  God  in  heaven.  All  Saints  Day  honors  all  saints,  those  known  and 
unknown.  On  All  Souls  Day,  the  faithful  offer  prayers  for  the  departed 
who  have  been  baptized  but  are  not  yet  in  full  union  with  God. 


All  Saints  Day 

Most  Reverend  Michael  Burbidge  celebrated 
Mass  on  the  Solemnity  of  All  Saints  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh.  Referring  to  the 
Gospel  reading,  the  Bishop  noted  how  the 
Beatitudes  are  reflected  in  the  lives  of  the  saints, 
adding  that  "none  of  them  were  freed  from  the 
trials  and  tribulations  of  earthly  life.  Like  Jesus," 
the  Bishop  said,  "they  encountered  their  share 
of  sacrifice  and  suffering,  the  path  that  led  them 
to  the  glory  of  the  resurrection  and  the  feast 
without  end." 

Bishop  Burbidge  said  it  is  in  those  moments 
of  trial  and  tribulation  that  "we  are  given  a  privi- 
leged and  special  invitation  to  grow  in  holiness 
and  to  become  saintly" 

All  Souls  Day 

Bishop  Burbidge  celebrated  Mass  on  the 
Feast  of  All  Souls  Day  at  Our  Lady  of  Guadal- 
upe Church  in  Newton  Grove.  The  liturgy  was 
conducted  at  an  altar  constructed  in  1994  near 
the  burial  site  of  Bishop  Vincent  S.  Waters,  third 
Bishop  of  Raleigh.  Thirteen  Diocesan  priests  are 
also  buried  in  the  parish  cemetery.  The  Mass  was 
concelebrated  by  Bishop  Emeritus  E  Joseph  Goss- 
man  and  twenty  priests  serving  in  the  Diocese. 

In  his  homily,  the  Bishop  spoke  of  the  need 
for  each  of  us  to  be  "vigilant  and  prepared,  so 
that  when  the  Lord  calls  us  to  Himself,  we  will 
join  the  company  of  the  saints  who  have  gone 
before  us." 

We  can  be  prepared  for  that  day,  Bishop 
Burbidge  explained,  "if  we  allow  Jesus  to  be  for 
us  the  Way  the  One  who  shows  us  the  path  that 
leads  to  genuine  peace  and  authentic  joy.  We 


allow  Jesus  to  be  for  us  the  Truth,  the  One  who 
enlightens  and  guides  us  in  all  our  decisions  and 
discernments.  We  allow  Jesus  to  be  for  us  the 
Life,  the  One  alone  who  satisfies  our  spiritual 
hunger  and  thirst." 

Following  Mass  (as  seen  below)  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge blessed  the  gravesites  of  Bishop  Waters, 
the  priests  and  the  approximately  200  lay 
people  buried  in  the  cemetery. 
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Come,  Witness  for  Life! 

►►  The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
invites  and  encourages  all  the  faithful  of  the  Diocese  to  attend  several 
important  events  in  January  201 0  to  promote  the  respect  for  human 
life  from  the  moment  of  conception  to  natural  death.  On  Saturday, 
January  1 6, 201 0,  the  Bishop  will  celebrate  a  Mass  for  Life  at  8 
a.m.  at  St.  Joseph  Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh.  The  annual  North 
Carolina  Rally  and  March  for  Life  will  follow  later  in  the  day  at  1  p.m. 
in  Nash  Square  (corner  of  Hargett  and  McDowell  Streets  in  down- 
town Raleigh).  On  Friday,  January  22,  2010,  the  Most  Reverend 
Peter  J.  Jugis,  Bishop  of  Charlotte,  will  celebrate  a  Mass  for  Life  at 
1 1 :30  a.m.  in  the  Basilica  of  the  National  Shrine  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception,  Washington,  D.C,  with  Bishop  Burbidge 


as  the  principal  concelebrant  and  homilist.  Mass  will  be  followed 
at  1  p.m.  with  the  National  March  for  Life.  For  more  information, 
contact  Sr.  Joan  Jurski,  OSF,  at  9 1 9-82 1  -975 1 . 


Catholic  Convocation  In- 
spires, Energizes  Ministers 


"Fulfill  your  ministry"  (2Timothy  4:5), 
was  the  theme  of  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge's  homily  at  the 
Diocesan  Convocation  Mass  celebrated 
Saturday,  October  24  at  Saint  Ra- 
phael Church  in  Raleigh.  Some  300 
attended  the  annual  gathering,  which  is 
held  for  everyone  involved  in  any  form 
of  ministry  in  the  Diocese. 

"We  must  always  keep  learning," 
Bishop  Burbidge  said,  noting  that  to 
fulfill  their  ministry,  those  who  minister 
must  be  pupils,  prophets  and  pray-ers 
who  study  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  teach 
and  proclaim  it  with  clarity  and  compas- 
sion and  above  all  commit  themselves 
to  prayer.  "Prayer,"  the  Bishop  said, 
"shows  your  conviction  that  when  we 
entrust  our  efforts  to  the  Lord,  He  will 
produce  fruit  in  a  way  and  at  a  time  we 
can  never  imagine." 

The  Most  Reverend  Gerald  F.  Kica- 
nas,  Bishop  of  Tucson,  also  addressed 
that  theme,  noting  in  his  talk  that  "The 
Word  of  God  comes  through  us."  He 
spoke  of  the  importance  of  taking  time 
out  of  our  busy  lives  to  sit  in  silence,  a 
practice  encouraged  by  all  schools  of 
spiritual  teaching. 

Bishop  Kicanas,  who  serves  as  Vice 
President  of  the  U.S.  Conference 
of  Catholic  Bishops,  observed  the 
importance  of  gatherings  such  as  the 
Convocation  where  ministers  can  "step 
aside  together"  to  share,  to  be  enriched 
and  to  become  re-invigorated.  Reflect- 
ing on  the  fact  that  many  homes  have 


Bibles  but  that  so  many  people  lack 
basic  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  he  said, 
"It's  important  to  realize  how  important 
it  is  for  our  people  to  know  the  Word," 
adding,  "We  are  a  people  of  the  Book." 

Bishop  Kicanas  spoke  of  four 
"generations"  of  Catholics:  Pre- 1 940; 
Vatican  II;  Post- Vatican  II;  and  the 
Millennial  Catholics  born  after  1 980, 
which  he  called  the  most  challenging 
for  those  in  ministry.  He  observed  the 
Millennials'  lack  of  trust  in  all  institutions, 
adding,  "It's  in  that  climate  we  have  our 
challenge  to  spread  the  Word." 

Bishop  Kicanas  also  discussed  the 
importance  for  those  involved  in  min- 
istry to  stay  focused:  "Remember,"  he 
said,  "that  you  are  called  and  chosen. 
If  you  keep  that  in  mind,  you  will  never 
lose  focus." 

Other  major  Convocation  present- 


ers included  Mr.  Pedro  Rubalcava  and 
Mrs.  Donna  Glaser.  Mr.  Rubalcava,  who 
provided  the  Spanish  keynote,  is  cur- 
rently Director  of  Hispanic  Ministries  for 
the  Oregon  Catholic  Press.  Mrs.  Glaser, 
who  opened  the  Convocation  Friday 
evening,  is  a  recipient  of  the  National 
Catholic  Education  Association's  Reli- 
gious Education  Excellence  Award. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Convocation 
Mass,  Sr.  Rose  Marie  Adams,  I.H.M., 
presented  the  Mary  Dowling  Master 
Catechist  of  the  Year  Award  to  Sr. 
Barbara  Marie  Cady,  S.U.  Sr.  Barbara 
Marie  serves  as  pastoral  associate  at 
Infant  of  Prague  Church  in  Jacksonville. 
She  serves  as  Deanery  Coordinator  for 
the  New  Bern  Deanery,  an  advocate  for 
the  Tribunal,  chair  of  the  Council  of  Re- 
ligious Women  and  director  of  Stephen 
Ministry  at  her  parish. 
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Charismatic  Re- 
newal Leaders  Hold 
National  Conference 
in  Raleigh 

The  annual  National 
Charismatic  Renewal 
Leaders'  and  Ministries' 
Conference  concluded  at 
the  North  Raleigh  Hilton 
on  Sunday,  October  25, 
with  Mass  celebrated  by  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge. 

With  the  theme  "Equip- 
ping for  the  Mission,"  the 
three-day  Conference 
was  designed  to  train  and 
inspire  prayer  group  and 
other  leaders  and  minis- 
ters in  the  Charismatic 
movement.  The  meeting 
included  Mass  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  workshops, 


a  Healing  Service  and  an 
empowerment  service 
at  which  those  attending 
prayed  for  a  fresh  anoint- 
ing of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Tony 
Tucci,  Raleigh's  Diocesan 
Liaison  to  the  Charismatic 
Renewal,  said  that  more 
than  500  people  attended 
the  conference,  some  from 
as  far  away  as  Alaska  and 
Hawaii. 

In  his  homily,  Bishop 
Burbidge  asked  those  at 
the  conference  to  focus  not 
only  on  what  they  are  go- 
ing to  do  for  the  Lord  with 
renewed  zeal,  but  on  Jesus' 
question  to  Bartimaeus  in 
the  Gospel:  "What  do  you 
want  Me  to  do  for  you?" 

Perhaps,  the  Bishop 
suggested,  we  might  want 
to  ask  Jesus  for  a  renewed 


sense  of  gratitude,  the  abil- 
ity to  see  and  appreciate 
God's  blessings.  Perhaps 
we  might  ask  for  freedom 
from  a  particular  sin  or  a 
clearer  sense  of  the  priori- 
ties in  our  lives.  Referring 
to  the  theme  of  the  confer- 
ence, the  Bishop  proposed 
that  those  at  the  meeting 
might  want  to  ask  for  God's 


help  to  see  the  ways  in 
which  He  is  providing  the 
grace  to  equip  them  for 
their  ministries.  Whatever 
we  ask,  the  Bishop  said, 
if  we  ask  with  the  faith 
and  trust  in  the  Lord  that 
Bartimaeus  showed,  "Then 
we  can  simply  sit  back  and 
await  the  miracles  God  has 
in  store  for  us." 


Fourteen  From  the  Diocese  Invested 
into  Equestrian  Order  Of  Holy  Sepulcher 

►►  In  a  ceremony  held  at  Saint  Matthew  Cathedral  in  Wash 
ington,  eight  Knights  and  six  Ladies  from  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  were  invested  into  the  Equestrian  Order  of  the  Holy 
Sepulcher  of  Jerusalem 
on  Saturday,  October  31 . 
The  investiture  took  place 
during  Mass  celebrated 
by  Cardinal  John  P. 
Foley,  Grand  Master  of 
the  Equestrian  Order 
of  the  Holy  Sepulcher. 
Msgr.  Robert  L  Stern, 
Secretary-General  of 
the  Catholic  Near  East 
Welfare  Association  and 
President  of  the  Pontifi- 
cal Mission  for  Palestine, 
concelebrated  and  was 
the  featured  speaker  at 
the  banquet. 

The  Equestrian  Order 
was  established  in  1 099  to  guard  the  tomb  of  Jesus  in 
Jerusalem.  It  has  evolved  into  a  society  with  the  mission  of 
sustaining  and  assisting  the  religious,  spiritual,  charitable  and 
social  works  of  the  Church  in  the  Holy  Land;  and  on  serving 
and  propagating  the  faith  and  the  rights  of  the  Church  there. 


The  October  31  investiture  was  for  the  Mid-Atlantic 
Lieutenancy,  which  consists  Of  Dioceses  in  North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Tennessee,  Delaware,  Maryland,  West  Virginia,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  Virgin  Islands  and  the  Archdio- 
cese for  Military  Services. 
The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  had  the  largest  number  of 

Knights  and  Ladies 
invested.  They  include 
Very  Reverend  James 
F.  Garneau,  V.F.,  Pastor 
of  Saint  Mary  Church  in 
Mount  Olive  and  Curtis 
Stiles,  Jr.,  parishioner 
at  Saint  Mary  Church  in 
Wilmington.  Twelve  of 
the  new  members  of  the 
Order  are  from  Saint 
Michael  the  Archangel 
in  Cary.  They  are  Mark 
and  Mary  Dunham,  Jean 
Fuccella,  James  and 
Kathleen  Ludwiczak, 
John  and  Sonja  Szy- 
meczek,  Lewin  and  Har- 
riet Warren,  William  Weiss  and  David  and  Linda  Wulff. 

Also  present  for  the  investiture  were  several  Ladies  and 
Knights  from  previous  years,  including  Msgr.  Thomas  P. 
Hadden,  Msgr.  Tim  O'Connor,  Msgr.  Girard  M.  Sherba, 
and  Mr.  Ralph  Townes. 
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Bob  and  Teri  Bowerman 
Receive  Carey  Award 

"We  were  invited  every  step  of 
the  way."  That's  how  Teri  Bowerman, 
who  with  her  husband  Bob  received 
Catholic  Charities'  2009  John  J. 
Carey  Award,  explained  their  35 
years  of  energetic  service  in  a  wide 
variety  of  Catholic  ministries.  The 
Carey  Award  recognizes  outstanding 
contributions  to  social  ministry  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

The  Bowermans  led  the  Diocesan 
Marriage  Encounter  Program  from 
1  974-78.  They  also  established  and 
led  the  Adult  Faith  Formation  pro- 
gram at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes.  Gail 
Kelley,  who  introduced  the  couple  at 
the  awards  ceremony,  remembered 
meeting  them  in  those  years.  "Their 
dynamism  attracted  so  many  of  the 
young  couples  in  our  church  that  they 
completely  filled  the  school  cafeteria," 
she  recalled. 

In  the  1  980s  they  served  on  the 
Diocesan  team  that  introduced  the 
revised  Rite  of  Reconciliation.  They 
hosted  weekly  faith  discussion  groups 
in  their  home  and  sheltered  several 
unwed  mothers  until  their  babies 
were  born.  Teri  led  Catholic  Parish 
Outreach  from  1  980-84.  The  couple 
also  ministered  in  local  prisons. 

Since  then  they  have  brought  their 
energy  to  various  Adult  Faith  Forma- 
tion initiatives  at  Lourdes,  most  recent- 


ly the  Just  Faith  program,  which  Bob 
designed  and  which  has  drawn  more 
than  500  people  each  year  to  lectures 
and  discussions  on  topics  like  "Social 
Justice  and  the  Catholic  Church"  and 
"The  U.S.  Catholic  Catechism  for 
Adults." 

From  1  996-2006  the  Bowermans 
served  as  full  time  volunteers  with  the 
Red  Cross  and  were  members  of  26 
national  disaster  teams,  serving  three- 
week  assignments  throughout  the  U.S. 

In  her  acceptance  remarks,  Teri 
spoke  of  her  pride  in  her  children's 
and  grandchildren's  values  and  com- 
mitment to  service,  and  credited  her 
Cursillo  prayer  group  with  thirty  years 
of  support.  She  also  thanked  the 
many  pastors  and  others  who,  from 


the  beginning,  invited  and  enabled  her 
and  her  husband  to  use  their  gifts  in 
ministry. 

Bob  recalled  the  couple's  early 
work  in  Marriage  Encounter.  "Through 
that  ministry,"  he  said,  "we  were  able 
to  see  lives  changed  by  the  grace  God 
invested  in  the  Sacrament  of  Matri- 
mony. That  made  us  eager  to  serve 
others."  He  said  that  the  keys  to  stay- 
ing motivated  in  ministry  have  been 
identifying  and  using  his  and  Ten's 
different  gifts  and  working  as  a  team; 
keeping  a  balance  among  prayer,  play, 
work  and  ministry;  and  experiencing 
the  support  of  each  other,  their  family 
and  the  Church.  "We've  gotten  much 
more  out  of  helping  others  than  we've 
given,"  he  said. 


Mass  Marks  Black 
Catholic  History  Month 

November  was  Black 
Catholic  History  Month  in  the 
United  States,  a  celebration  that 
began  in  1  990  to  recognize 
the  achievements  and  customs 
of  Black  Catholics  born  in  the 
United  States  and  immigrants 
coming  to  the  U.S.  from  African 
nations.  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
marked  the  occasion  with  a 
Day  of  Reflection  and  Renewal, 
sponsored  by  the  Diocesan  Office  of  African  Ancestry 
Ministry  and  Evangelization  (AAMEN). 

This  year,  the  day-long  event  was  held  at  Saint  Michael 
the  Archangel  Church  in  Cary,  home  of  the  largest  AAMEN 


chapter  in  the  Diocese.  The  day 
featured  prayer  and  sessions  for 
adults,  teens  and  youth.  It  ended 
with  Mass  celebrated  by  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge. 
In  his  homily,  Bishop  Burbidge 
spoke  of  the  poor  widow  in  the 
Gospel  and  how  Jesus  cited  her 
as  an  example  of  how  precious 
everyone  is  in  the  sight  of  God. 
Noting  the  unjust  treatment  of 
African  Americans  and  Africans 
in  U.S.  history,  the  Bishop  said, 
"There  have  always  been  in  our 
Church  and  our  community  heroic  men  and  women  who 
courageously  stood  up  for  and  defended  the  dignity  of  each 
and  every  human  person,"  adding  "such  courageous  witness 
is  still  required  in  our  day  and  age." 
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Euthanasia  -  Broken 
Memories,  Broken  Bonds 


Most  people  fear  the  process  of  dying, 
which  involves  radical  dependency, 
a  sense  of  powerlessness,  and 
sometimes  significant  pain  as 
well.  Pain  management  is  a  serious,  if  not  central 
obligation  for  health  care  professionals  and  for  all  who  care  for  the 
dying.  Although  we  may  never  choose  directly  to  cause  death  by 
using  high  doses  of  pain  medication,  such  medicines  may  be  given 
to  dying  persons,  even  if  the  successively  higher  doses  required  for 
effective  pain  remediation  may  indirectly  end  up  shortening  their 
life.  Good  hospice  or  palliative  care  diligently  seeks  to  provide 
effective,  but  not  excessive,  pain  medication. 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the 
director  of  education 
at  the  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

(www.ncbcenter.org) 


Send  your 
questions  to: 


"Since  you 
asked ..." 

715 
Nazareth  St. 
Raleigh,  NC 
27606 

Or:  reece@ 
raldioc.org 
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Some  individuals,  however,  when  faced  with 
the  prospect  of  pain  and  disease  at  the  end  of  life, 
even  while  in  possession  of  their  faculties,  will 
pursue  active  euthanasia  rather  than  hospice  or 
palliative  care.  During  the  summer  of  2009,  Sir 
Edward  Downes,  regarded  as  the  pre-eminent 
British  conductor  of  Verdi,  and  his  wife,  Joan, 
made  the  decision  to  travel  to  the  Dignitas  assisted 
suicide  clinic  in  Zurich  to  end  their  lives.  Joan  had 
been  diagnosed  with  terminal  cancer;  Sir  Edward, 
age  85,  had  no  terminal  condition,  but  found 
himself  dealing  with  failing  eyesight  and  increasing 
deafness.  At  the  Dignitas  clinic  they  were  able  to 
lie  down  on  a  bed  in  an  industrial  park  building 
and  drink  a  lethal  dose  of  barbiturates.  Switzerland 
permits  foreigners  to  come  and  kill  themselves, 
placing  few  restrictions  on  the  process.  Doctors 
stand  ready  to  provide  a  veterinary  drug  for 
patients,  so  that  several  minutes  after  drinking  a 
glass  of  water  laced  with  sodium  pentobarbital, 
they  become  unconscious,  with  death  following  in 
less  than  an  hour. 

Euthanasia,  when  requested  or  sought  out, 
may  be  pointing  towards  other  concerns  and 
fears  of  the  patient.  In  the  words  of  two  hospice 
physicians,  Dr.  Teno  and  Dr.  Lynn: 

"New  patients  to  hospice  often  state  they  want  to 
'get  it  over  with.'  At  face  value  this  may  seem  a  request 
for  active  euthanasia.  However,  these  requests  are 
often  an  expression  of  the  patient's  concerns  regarding 
pain,  suffering,  and  isolation,  and  their  fears  about 
whether  their  dying  will  he  prolonged  by  technology. 
Furthermore,  these  requests  may  be  attempts  by  the 
patient  to  see  if  anyone  really  cares  whether  he  or  she 
lives.  Meeting  such  a  request  with  ready  acceptance 
could  be  disastrous  for  the  patient  who  interprets  the 
response  as  confirmation  of  his  or  her  worthlessness." 

Those  who  are  frail  or  elderly  may  fear  "being 
a  burden"  to  others,  and  a  request  for  euthanasia 


ear 

This  month  with 
^ather  Tad  Pacholczy] 


may  be  connected  to  a  concern  about  "imposing" 
upon  family  or  friends.  In  the  final  analysis,  of 
course,  each  of  us  has  the  right  to  be  a  burden 
to  others.  As  infants,  children  and  especially  as 
adolescents,  we  were  "burdens"  to  our  parents. 
We  can  appreciate  how  the  very  idea  of  family 
(including  the  "human  family")  is  rooted  in  the 
notion  of  a  mutual  burdensomeness  that  is  shared 
among  all  those  within  the  family.  We  face  the 
very  real  challenge  of  building  up  a  stronger 
familial  culture  (including  a  health-care  culture) 
that  promotes  such  mutual  support. 

Whenever  individuals  commit  suicide,  they  cut 
across  that  grain  of  familial  support  and  unity.  The 
one  who  kills  himself  may  suppose  that  no  one 
will  be  particularly  harmed  or  affected  except  for 
him.  Yet  the  opposite  typically  occurs.  Even  when 
the  suicide  is  linked  to  mental  illness,  as  is  often 
the  case,  relatives  and  family  members  may -still 
be  acutely  aware  of  a  kind  of  violation  or  betrayal 
behind  the  loss  of  their  loved  one. 

Whenever  voluntary  euthanasia  touches  a 
family,  the  same  sense  of  violation  often  occurs. 
Certain  family  members  not  "in  on  it"  may  blame 
themselves  for  not  "seeing  it  coming"  while  others 
struggle  to  rationalize  the  occurrence,  putting  it 
into  the  best  light  they  can:  "Mom  took  the  matter 
into  her  own  hands  and  decided  that  she  was 
going  to  call  the  shots,"  or  "Her  friends  helped 
walk  her  down  that  long,  long  road  and  made  it 
easier  for  her  to  say  goodbye  on  her  own  terms." 

In  the  final  analysis,  though,  euthanasia  and 
assisted  suicide  are  little  more  than  ways  of 
short-circuiting  our  human  interrelatedness  and 
interconnectedness,  acts  of  violence  on  a  basic 
level  that  harm  rather  than  help.  Such  choices  cast 
a  long  shadow  over  the  life  that  was  ended.  To  end 
our  lives  well,  on  the  other  hand,  is  to  be  open 
to  receiving  loving  assistance  from  others,  and  to 
accept  the  measure  of  suffering  that  may  come  our 
way,  thereby  humanizing,  rather  than  demonizing, 
the  frailties  of  sickness  and  aging.  By  reaching  out 
to  one  another  at  the  end  of  life,  in  our  moments 
of  fear,  loneliness  and  suffering,  we  elevate  this 
important  journey  that  each  of  us  must  make, 
with  death  coming  in  Gods  providential  time  as  a 
completion  of  His  work  in  us. 
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St.  Thomas  Becket,  bishop  and  martyr  Decen j 


A  Special  Day 


Above:  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Cardinal  Justin  Ri- 
gali  and  Father  Ned  Shlesinger  (front  row)  at  Admis- 
sion to  Candidacy  of  Nick  Cottrill,  Michael  Burbeck 
and  Ryan  Elder  at  Saint  Charles  Borromeo  Seminary. 
(Courtesy  S.  Webb  Photography). 


Three  Diocesan  Seminarians 
Admitted  to  Candidacy 

Three  Diocesan  seminarians  were 
received  into  Admission  to  Candidacy 
on  November  4  in  a  ceremony  held  at 
Saint  Charles  Borromeo  Seminary 
in  Philadelphia.  The  new  Candidates 
are  Nick  Cottrill,  Michael  Burbeck 
and  Ryan  Elder.  The  Admission  to 
Candidacy  rite  offers  the  candidates 
for  ordination  the  opportunity  to  pub- 
licly express  their  intention  to  receive 
ordination  to  the  Sacrament  of  Holy  Or- 
ders. Cardinal  Justin  Rigali  of  Philadelphia 
presided  at  the  Admission. 

Black  and  Indian  Missions 
Thank  Diocesan  Faithful 


his  month  on  page  26,  you'll  read  a  brief 
news  story  about  the  Altar  Server  Apprecia- 
tion Day  Mass  held  at  Cardinal  Gibbons 
;•:       High  School  in  November.  If  you  were 
there,  as  I  was  lucky  enough  to  be,  you'll  remember  it 
for  some  time  as  a  very  special  event.  First  of  all,  the 
magnitude  of  the  response  to  the  Bishop's  invitation  to 
altar  servers  and  families  was  completely  unexpected. 
The  event  had  to  be  relocated  twice  as  the  numbers  of 
people  planning  to  attend  grew  ever  larger. 


Next, 


The  Black  and  Indian  Mission  Of- 
fice thanked  the  faithful  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  for  contributing  $65,003.34  to 
their  2009  Collection,  which  had  the  theme 
"Evangelization  -  strengthening  one's  faith 
and  those  around  us."  The  Black  and  Indian 
Mission  Office  was  established  in  1  884  to 
support  Diocesan  evangelization  by  disburs- 
ing the  Collection  returns  to  needy  Archdio- 
ceses and  Dioceses. 


St.  Sylvester  I,  pope  December  31 


as  the  cars  and  buses  arrived  at  Gibbons  and  the  servers  came 
in  and  their  families  helped  them  vest  and  snapped  pictures,  the 
celebration  and  excitement  in  the  air  were  palpable.  It  felt  like  a 
large,  cheerfully  chaotic  wedding.  The  pride  of  parents  and  sib- 
lings in  "their"  servers  was  evident.  There  were  parish  groups, 
large  families,  in  some  cases  just  a  parent  and  a  child,  but  all 
were  drawn  by  a  common  desire  to  lift  up  the  girls  and  boys 
who  "go  to  the  altar  of  God." 

There  was  another  aspect  to  the  celebration  that  took  me 
back  to  our  Diocesan  pilgrimage  to  the  National  Shrine  in 
2008.  This  event,  like  the  pilgrimage,  was  a  Diocesan  cel- 
ebration. Some  40  different  parishes  were  in  one  place 
acknowledging  their  larger  common  identity. 

Finally,  the  reverent,  joyful  demeanor  of  the  serv- 
ers themselves  touched  hearts  as  they  filed  up  to 
receive  crucifixes  from  Bishop  Burbidge.  Faith, 
we're  often  reminded,  is  about  much  more  than  just 
"feeling  good."  Still,  it  felt  right  and  good  --  in  so 
many  ways  -  to  give  thanks  to  the  altar  servers  of 
our  Diocese. 

As  Catholics  enter  the  Christmas  season,  the  poor 
are  rightly  on  our  minds  more  than  ever.  You  would 
be  inspired,  as  I  was,  if  you  could  spend  a  morn- 
W     ing  with  Sister  Mary  Isaac  Koenig  at  Wilmington's 
St.  Mary-Tileston  Outreach  Center.  There  is  a  spirit 
there,  and  Sister  Isaac  is  at  its  center,  that  goes  beyond  the 
material  assistance  the  center  is  able  to  give  the  needy.  The 
volunteers  at  the  outreach  make  sure  that  the  poor  not  only 
are  accorded  respect  and  dignity;  they  are  actually  admired 
for  the  courage  and  resourcefulness  many  of  them  show  in 
the  most  unfortunate  circumstances.  I  hope  our  cover  feature 
on  page  1  6  conveys  some  of  that  spirit. 

All  of  us  at  NC  Catholics  sincerely  wish  all  of  you  an  Advent 
and  Christmas  season  filled  with  spiritual  riches! 

Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind  sug- 
gestions. You  can  reach  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 


Altar  Servers 
Appreciation  Mass 
Attracts  Large  Response 

Sunday,  November  8, 
was  Altar  Server  Ap- 
preciation Day  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
Approximately  275  altar  servers 
and  their  families  -  more  than 
1,000  people  in  all,  represent- 
ing approximately  40  parishes  - 
attended  a  Mass  in  recognition 
of  the  role  they  serve  in  litur- 
gies throughout  the  Diocese. 
The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E 
Burbidge  expressed  his  grati- 
tude, noting  how  impressive  it 
was  to  see  so  many  altar  servers 
gathered  in  one  place.  Several 
parishes  rented  buses  to  accom- 
modate their  attendees. 

In  expressing  gratitude  to  the  altar  servers, 
Bishop  Burbidge  reminded  them  that  "God 
has  placed  great  trust  in  you  the  privilege  of 
service  at  the  altar,"  adding,  "For  it  is  at  the 
altar  that  we  see  the  greatest  of  miracles." 

Each  altar  server  received  a  crucifix, 
blessed  by  the  Bishop,  who  told  them  it  is 
to  remind  them  "that  all  who  wish  to  serve 
Christ  will  also  at  times  be  asked  to  carry 
His  cross.  The  crucifix  reminds  you,"  Bishop 
Burbidge  continued,  "that  Jesus  is  with  you 
at  every  moment  of  your  life,  most  especially 
when  you  are  in  need."  Many  of  the  servers 
were  wearing  their  crucifixes  when  they  ap- 
proached to  receive  the  Eucharist. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mass,  the  altar 
servers,  many  wearing  their  cassocks  and 
surpluses,  recited  the  Altar  Server  Prayer. 
A  reception  followed  the  Mass,  with  altar 
servers  and  their  families  sitting  at  tables  and 
on  the  grounds  of  Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School  where  the  Mass  was  celebrated. 

In  addition  to  the  Mass  celebrated  in 
Raleigh,  the  Diocese  will  hold  a  Spring  Altar 
Server  Appreciation  Mass  on  March  7,  2010 
at  Saint  Gabriel  Church  in  Greenville.  Invita- 
tions will  be  sent  out  in  January. 
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Next  Altar  Server 
Appreciation  Mass 

March  7,  2010 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Bur- 
bidge, Bishop  of  Raleigh,  cordially 
invites  all  Altar  Servers  and  their 
families  to  the  Spring  Altar  Server  Ap- 
preciation Mass  and  reception.  Servers 
are  encouraged  to  be  vested  for  the 
Mass.  The  Mass  will  be  celebrated  at 

3  p.m.  on  March  7,  2010 


marriage  matters 


Her  mom 
needs  to  go  to 
a  nursing  home 

Jim  says:  Gina's  mother  came  to 
live  with  us  a  couple  of  years  ago.  At 
first,  everything  was  fine,  but  now 
Mom  is  losing  her  mental  faculties  and  doesn't  even 
know  where  she  is  most  of  the  time.  She's  wandered 
out  of  the  house  before,  and  I'm  afraid  she's  going  to 
injure  herself.  She's  also  become  extremely  irritable  and 
loud  -  the  kids  don't  even  want  to  be  in  the  house  on 
weekends  anymore.  I  think  it's  time  she  went  to  a  facil- 
ity where  she  can  get  more  care. 


I  can  take  care  of 
Mom  in  our  home 

flH         B    Gina  says:  This  is  my  mother 
KUjJ£jL£||      we're  talking  about!  She  took 

f       care  of  me  when  I  was  little  and 
needed  her;  now,  it's  my  turn.  I  think  Jim  is  just 
inconvenienced  by  having  someone  around  who 
needs  care  -  he  seems  to  think  life  is  all  about  fun  on 
the  weekends.  I  am  not  putting  my  mother  in  some 
home  - 1  can  take  care  of  her  myself.  And  frankly,  I 
think  it  does  the  kids  good  to  know  that  this  is  what's 
expected.  Does  Jim  want  them  putting  us  in  a  home 
when  it's  convenient? 

Jo  and  I  are  at  the  age  where  we 
have  experienced  this  scenario 
firsthand.  None  of  us  wish  to  put 
'Mom'  into  a  nursing  home  or 
extended  care  facility;  however,  sometimes  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  'Mom'  and  for 
our  immediate  families.  Scripture  tells  us  to  honor  our 
mother  and  father,  but  it  should  not  come  at  a  price 
beyond  reason  -  such  as  destroying  Jim  and  Gina's  re- 
lationship and  family  unit.  Honoring  your  mother  and 
father  is  not  the  same  as  letting  them  become  the  focus 
of  our  own  family  unit,  in  the  same  way  that  children 
should  not  become  the  center  of  the  family  unit.  The 
core  of  every  family  unit  is  the  husband,  wife  and  God. 
When  we  marry,  a  new  core  begins  as  we  leave  our 
former  families  to  become  our  own  family  unit.  The 
first  task  of  a  married  couple  is  to  emotionally  separate 
from  their  families  of  origin.  We  can  honor  our  fathers 
and  mothers,  but  that  is  not  the  same  as  including  them 
as  core  members  of  our  new  family  unit.  The  older  and 
more  fragile  our  parents  become,  the  more  likely  we 


will  try  and  include  them  within 
our  core  family  unit  -  often  with 
devastating  consequences  for  the 
couple.  This  is  beginning  to  show 
with  Jim  and  Gina. 
As  parents,  we  would  not  want 
to  be  the  cause  of  splitting  up 
our  children's  marriages.  Most  of 
us  are  sensitive  to  that  scenario. 
Yet,  when  it  is  our  parents  who 
need  us,  we  feel  strongly  that  we 
should  be  their  primary  care-giv- 
ers because,  as  Gina  said,  "Mom 
took  care  of  me  when  1  was  little 
and  now  it  is  my  turn."  These 
are  admirable  words  and  highly 
commendable,  but  are  of  little 
consequence  if  Gina's  actions  de- 
stroys her  marriage  to  Jim.  Hav- 
ing an  invalid  parent  in  the  house 
affects  all  members  of  the  house, 
not  just  the  primary  care-giver.  Jo 


and  I  would 
highly 
recommend 
Gina  and 
Jim  have  a 
discussion 
about  their 
own  wishes 
for  how  they 
would  want 
their  children 
to  treat  them  if 
they  are  inca- 
pacitated. Once 
that  is  agreed  on, 
apply  the  same 
solution  to  Mom. 
She  may  or  may 
not  understand, 
but  your  children 
will  learn  a  far 
greater  lesson  thai 


money  tip 


parenting  journey 


Look  for  smart,       joo  little  play?  Not  enough? 

Cheap  WayS  tO  How  do  I  make  sure  my  child 

protect  yourself.         is  getting  it  right? 


minous  headlines  about  layoffs. 

"For  sale"  signs  and  plummeting 
stock  markets.  Everywhere  you  turn 
lately,  you  see  a  test  of  your  financial 


faith.  Never  fear.  Here  are  common-sense  tips  to 
survive  the  current  money  crunch: 


►►  One  of  the  best 
is  buying  long-term 
disability  insurance 
from  your  employer. 

Generally,  the  premiums 
are  a  just  few  dollars 
per  month  (Zale's  cost 
$5.50  per  pay  period)  to 
purchase  some  serious 
piece  of  mind.  Suffering 
an  injury  that  prevents 
you  from  working  is  a 
serious  blow  at  any  time. 
In  this  economy,  it  could 
be  a  knockout  punch  -  if 
you're  not  prepared.  It's 
minimal  investment  for 
maximum  protection. 
"You're  actually  shoot- 
ing yourself  in  the  foot 


Facing  the  new  economic 


CRISIS 


by  not  taking  advan- 
tage of  it,"  Zale  said. 
"Long-term  disability 
insurance  has  always 
been  a  good  deal  and 
it  always  will  be.  A  lot 
of  people  think,  'it's  not 
going  to  happen  to 
me.'  Then,  when 
they  need  it,  (the  Jm, 
coverage)  isn't  jdm 
there."  M 


are  seeing  currently  -  that  Grandma  is  tear- 
ing their  parents'  relationship  apart. 
We  would  also  recommend  that  Jim  and 
Gina  seek  the  input  of  medical  professionals  and 
social  workers.  They  are  skilled  in  handling  these 
situations,  provide  an  objective  view  and  can 
provide  valuable  information  that  may  help  with 
the  decision  making  process.  But  the  best  person 
to  turn  toward  for  assistance  is  God.  Through 
prayer,  tell  him  your  fears  and  expectations.  Pray 
for  empathy  and  understanding,  and  pray  for 
his  guidance  and  wisdom  to  do  what  is  best  for 
your  relationship  and  your  family  unit.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  an  alternative  solution  may  work  best. 
Such  as  bringing  mother  to  the  house  for  a  few 
hours  during  the  week  or  on  an  afternoon  when 
the  family  can  gather  and  give  mother  some  extra 
love  and  care  that  she  may  relish  at  this  stage  in  her 
life.  Whatever  the  solution  is,  it  should  not  be  at  the 
expense  of  Jim  and  Gina's  relationship.  Mother  would 

not  appreciate  it.  — Tom  andJoAnne  Fogle 


Q.   My  child  doesn't  want  to  do 
■   anything  but  watch  TV.  How 
do  I  get  her  to  go  outside  to  play? 

A,    Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  said,  "It  is  a 
■    happy  talent  to  know  how  to  play." 
The  inertia  of  watching  TV  works  against  this 
"happy  talent."  How  do  you  counter  it? 


Try  to  match  your  suggestions 
to  her  interests. 

The  novelty  of  an  old-fashioned  roll- 
ing hoop  might  intrigue  a  girl  who  likes 
American  Girl  bedtime  stories,  but  another 
child  would  hate  this  toy!  Remember  to  keep  in  mind 
activities  that  you'll  enjoy  too,  because  being  with  parents 
or  grandparents  can  be  a  great  incentive.  How  about  creat- 
ing a  backyard  obstacle  course  and  crawling  through  big 
cardboard  boxes?  Buy  a  tub  of  chalk,  let  her  decorate  the 
sidewalk  and  then  take  photos  to  post  on  the  refrigerator! 
Draw  a  hopscotch  and  teach  her  how  to  play.  Invite  her 
friends  over  for  specific  outdoor  activities.  Monitor  your 
own  choices,  too.  A  family  walk  after  dinner  could  be  a 
memory  she  cherishes  for  a  lifetime.  And  attending  Mass 
as  a  family  brings  everyone  closer  together! 


Q.  My  son  is  obsessed  with  football  - 
■  to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else, 
including  schoolwork.  How  do  I  get  him  to 
achieve  some  balance? 


A.    Your  son  is  probably  familiar  with  Alex  Smith, 
■    the  former  University  of  Utah  quarterback. 
Smith  was  the  No.  1  overall  draft  choice  the  year  he 
went  to  the  San  Francisco  49ers.  But  your  son  might 
not  know  that  Smith's  world  contained  much  more  than 
football.  Alex  earned  his  bachelors  degree  in  economics 
at  the  age  of  20  and  then  went  into  the  master's  program! 
In  the  NFL,  he  gave  half  a  million  dollars  to  his  alma 
mater!  Heather  Simonsens  biography  on  Smith  might 
interest  your  son  and  expand  his  outlook  (as  well  as  his 
reading  skills!).  Make  sure  he  understands  that  student 
athletes  are  scholars  who  achieve  in  the  classroom  to 
play  on  the  field.  Football  players  work  together  just  like 
families  do;  he  has  a  role  to  play  with  certain  tasks.  Give 
him  clear-cut  guidelines  for  schoolwork  and  responsibili- 
ties, monitoring  his  performance.  Then,  get  out  there 
and  throw  the  football! 

-  Dr.  Kathleen  McGreal 


saint    of    the  month 


the  dark  night 
of  the  soul 

Saint  John  of  the  Cross 


noch 
del  alma 

San  Juan  de  la  Cruz 


Feast  day:  December  14 

Patron  saint:  of  contemplative  life;  mystical  theology;  Span- 
ish poets;  Ta'Xbiez,  Malta 
Canonized:  Dec  27, 1 726 
Meaning  of  name:  God  is  gracious;  gift  of  God 

Claim  to  fame:  Saint  John  of  the  Cross  was  born  in  Spain 
in  1  542.  His  father  was  raised  in  a  noble  family,  but,  when  he 
decided  to  marry  the  weaver's  daughter,  he  gave  up  his  wealth 
and  status.  When  his  father  died, 
John's  family  continued  to  be 
homeless  wanderers.  By  the 
age  of  1 4,  John  had  taken  a  job 
at  a  hospital  in  Medina.  There 
he  began  sacrificing  himself  by 
caring  for  patients  with  incurable 
diseases  and  mental  illnesses.  He 
entered  the  Carmelite  order  and 
was  ordained  in  1  567. 

During  his  priesthood  he  joined 
with  Saint  Teresa  of  Avila  in  re- 
forming the  order  and  focused  on 
returning  to  a  life  of  prayer.  Many 
of  the  monks  were  displeased 
with  their  plans,  and  members 
kidnapped  Saint  John  of  the 
Cross.  They  imprisoned  him  for 
nine  months.  He  eventually  es- 
caped from  Toledo,  Spain,  taking 

only  the  poetry  he  had  written  in  the  cell.  In  his  lifetime  he  wrote 
several  books  on  spiritual  growth  and  prayer. 

Why  he  is  a  saint:  Saint  John  of  the  Cross  was  com- 
monly known  to  sacrifice  himself  and  "take  up  his  cross."  From 
living  a  life  of  poverty  to  curing  the  incurable  to  enduring  abuse 
from  the  members  of  the  Carmelite  order,  he  carried  many 
crosses  but  never  complained.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life, 
Saint  John  of  the  Cross  prayed  "to  suffer  and  be  despised." 

Best  quotation:  "What  more  do  you  want,  o  soul!  And 
what  else  do  you  search  for  outside,  when  within  yourself  you 
possess  your  riches,  delights,  satisfaction  and  kingdom  -  your 
beloved  whom  you  desire  and  seek?  Desire  Him  there,  adore 
Him  there.  Do  not  go  in  pursuit  of  Him  outside  yourself.  You 
will  only  become  distracted  and  you  won't  find  Him,  or  enjoy 
Him  more  than  by  seeking  Him  within  you." 

How  he  died:  At  the  age  of  49,  Saint  John  of  the  Cross 
died  at  Ubeda  in  Andalusia,  Spain.  Little  is  known  about  his 
death,  and  his  relics  are  in  Segovia. 


Di'a  de  la  fiesta:  14  de  diciembre 

Patron:  de  la  vida  de  meditacion,  la  teologia  mfstica,  los 

poetas  espanoles,  y  la  ciudad  de  Ta'Xbiex,  Malta 

Canonizado:  27  de  diciembre  de  1 726 

Significado  del  nombre:  Dios  es  misericordioso;  regalo 

de  Dios 

Es  conocido  por:  San  Juan  de  la  Cruz  nacio  en  Espana 
en  el  1  542.  Su  padre  fue  criado  por  una  familia  noble,  pero 
cuando  decidio  casarse  con  la  hija  de 
un  tejedor,  dejo  su  riqueza  y  posicion. 
Cuando  su  padre  murio,  su  familia  no 
tenia  hogar,  por  eso,  deambulaban.  A 
la  edad  de  1 4  anos,  Juan  acepto  un 
trabajo  en  un  hospital  en  Medina.  Fue 
entonces  cuando  empezo  a  sacrificarse 
en  el  cuidado  de  los  pacientes,  cuyas 
enfermedades  eran  mentales  e  incurables. 
En  el  ano  1567,  ingreso  a  la  orden  de  los 
Carmelita  donde  fue  ordenado  sacerdote. 

Durante  su  sacerdocio  conocio  a 
Santa  Teresa  de  Avila,  y  ellos  trabajaron 
juntos  para  reformar  la  orden  de  los 
carmelitas,  cuyo  proposito  era  regresar 
a  una  vida  de  oracion.  Muchos  de 
los  monjes  no  estaban  contentos  con 
sus  planes,  y,  por  eso,  lo  raptaron  y  lo 
encerraron  durante  nueve  meses.  Juan 
de  la  Cruz  pudo  escapar  de  la  ciudad 
de  Toledo,  llevandose  la  poesia  que  habia  escrito  en  la  celda. 
Durante  su  vida  San  Juan  de  la  Cruz  escribio  varios  libros 
sobre  el  crecimiento  espiritual  y  la  oracion. 

Por  que  es  un  santo:  A  San  Juan  de  la  Cruz  se  le 
conocia  comunmente  por  sacrificarse  y  "cargar  su  cruz."  Desde 
llevar  una  vida  de  pobreza  hasta  sanar  el  abuso  de  algunos 
miembros  de  la  orden  de  los  Carmelita.  El  cargo  muchas 
cruces,  pero  nunca  se  quejo.  Casi  al  final  de  su  vida,  Juan  de  la 
Cruz  pedia  "sufrir  y  ser  detestado." 

Frase  mas  conocida:  "iQue  mas  quieres,  oh  alma!  cLY 
que  mas  buscas  afuera,  cuando  dentro  de  ti  mismo  posees 
tus  riquezas,  deleites,  satisfaction  y  reino  ...  tu  amado  a  quien 
deseas  y  buscas?  Deseale  ahi,  adorale  ahi.  No  lo  busques 
fuera  de  ti.  Solo  te  distraeras  y  no  lo  encontraras,  ni  lo 
disfrutaras  mas  que  si  lo  buscas  dentro  de  ti." 

Como  murio:  A  la  edad  de  49  anos,  San  Juan  de  la  Cruz 
murio  en  Ubeda  en  Andalucia,  Espana.  Se  conoce  muy  poco 
sobre  su  muerte,  y  sus  restos  descansan  en  Segovia. 
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Christmas  Adviento: 
Memories  of  Rome      Plan  Divino  y  Censo 


o 


ne  of  the  joys  of  my  studies  for  the  priest- 
hood was  being  ordained  in  Rome.  We  were 
ordained  on  one  of  the  Ember  Days  preced- 
ing this  great  feast  of  the  Birth  of  Christ. 


Those  who  were  ordained  were  vested  in  violet,  the  col- 
or that  bespeaks  penance.  The  Ember  Days  were  devoted 
to  prayer,  fasting  and  almsgiving  in  the  mind  and  practice 
of  the  Church.  They  were  intended  to  draw  us  away  from 
our  self-centeredness.  They  called  us  to  center  instead  on 
God  and  those  in  need.  They  called  us  to  share  with  those 
in  need  without  entering  into  any  judgement  on  them. 

A  time  of  penance,  but  for  us  ordinands  it  was  naturally  a 
time  of  great  joy.  And  it  was  an  opportunity  to  celebrate  Mass 
in  the  great  churches  of  Rome  with  their  magnificent  creches. 

Christmas  is  a  time,  I  believe,  that  reminds  us  of  who 
Christ  is;  how  He  came  to  save  us.  His  love  for  us  caused 
Him  to  be  born  as  a  helpless  infant.  He  was  dependent  on 
His  mother  Mary  and  His  foster  father  Joseph. 

The  shepherds  who  came  to  see  Jesus  and  the  wise  men 
who  travelled  to  see  Him  are  models  to  us  of  how  we 
come  to  Jesus,  accept  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God  most  high. 
As  disciples  of  Jesus  we  too  must  seek  Him  daily  in  our 
lives.  And  often  we  are  called  to  find  Him  in  others. 

It  is  interesting  that  the  Church  ends  the  weeklong  Feast 
of  Christmas  this  year  with  the  Feast  of  the  Holy  Family, 
Jesus,  Mary  and  Joseph.  Look  at  their  example. 
They  were  believing  and  observant  members 
of  the  Jewish  Faith.  Mary  and  Joseph  took 
the  Infant  to  the  temple  for  the  ritual  re- 
quirement of  their  faith.  This  is  an  example 
to  parents  to  fulfill  what  the  Church  asks 
of  parents  in  regard  to  the  sacraments  and 
Mass  participation  and  prayer  and  being 
taught  the  Faith. 

Perhaps  that  example  was  behind  an 
interesting  custom  I  remember  from 
those  days  leading  up  to  Christmas  in 
Rome.  The  ancient  churches  erected  a 
special  podium  to  be  used  by  children. 
They  would  come  in  the  afternoons  after 
siesta,  and  recite  poetry  about  the  birth 
of  Christ  or  tell  stories  of  Christmas. 
And  there  were  always  people  there  to 
listen  to  the  children  and  be  edified  by 
their  presentation.  Perhaps  this  custom 
would  be  a  good  Christmas  practice  in 
families,  children  and  parents  together 
celebrating  the  coming  of  our  Lord. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  R  Hadden 


n  censo  ordenado  por  el 
emperador  Augusto  (cf.  ua,  n  y  el 
plan  divino  acompanaron  a  la 
pareja  que  daria  a  luz  al  Salvador 


del  mundo. 


Este  afio  liturgico  que  comienza  revivimos  estos  hechos 
que  acompanaron  la  venida  del  Salvador;  porque  tenemos  un 
censo  donde  todos  debemos  ser  contados  y  Jesus  de  nuevo  se 
quedara  sin  casa  y  sin  patria,  sus  padres  sin  empleo  para  ser 
parte  de  una  multitud  anonima  e  ignorada  por  aquellos  que 
cuentan,  tienen  el  poder  y  las  leyes  en  sus  manos.  Pero  van  a 
ser  contados  y  contemplados  por  las  personas  que  han  abierto 
el  corazon  a  Dios. 

De  la  misma  manera,  nuestra  Iglesia  diocesana  trabaja  por  un 
plan  pastoral  que  responda  al  plan  divino  y  al  mismo  tiempo 
a  la  necesidad  pastoral  de  la  Diocesis.  Todo  esto  para  ayudar  a 
que  Jesus  nazca,  renazca  y  viva  en  la  vida  de  cada  persona,  de 
cada  familia  y  en  cada  comunidad  de  fe. 

Pero  tenemos  que  estar  muy  atentos  para  que  la  presencia  de 
Cristo  no  sea  rechazada  como  sucedio  al  nacer:  no  tener  cabida 
en  la  posada,  en  los  hogares,  en  las  clases  de  catecismo,  en  los 
planes  de  las  comunidades  y  e  n  los  planes  de  la  Iglesia. 

Que  durante  este  Adviento  nos  preparemos  a  la  llegada  del 
Salvador  a  nuestras  vidas  y  a  nuestra  comunidad,  pero  que  lo 
podamos  reconocer  vivo  y  luminoso  en  tantos 
hermanos  y  hermanas  nuestras  que  aun  no  nacen 
para  este  mundo. 

Que  tambien  este  tiempo  nos  ayude  a 
reconocer  los  planes  de  Dios  para  que,  como 
personas  de  Buena  Voluntad,  reconozcamos 
a  Jesus  que  nace  para  reavivar  nuestra 
fe,  fortalecer  nuestra  esperanza  y 
animarnos  con  la  luz  de  su  presencia  a 
vivir  la  caridad  y  a  compartir  como  El 
lo  hizo  con  nosotros,  como  lo  hace  en 
cada  Eucaristia  y  como  esperamos  un 
dia  compartir  sus  promesas  ante  su 
misericordiosa  presencia. 

Que  todos  seamos  reconocidos  en  la 
comunidad,  que  todos  participemos  en 
el  plan  divino  y  que  todos  trabajemos 
como  Iglesia  para  que  nuestros  planes 
pastorales  sean  la  respuesta  al  proyecto 
de  Dios  que  nos  ha  llamado  a  acoger  a  su 
Hijo  para  participar  de  su  Reino  de  amor  y 
de  paz. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


ver  the  door  of  Sister  Mary  Isaac  Jogues  Koenig's  office  at  the  Saint  Mary- 
Tileston  Outreach  Center  in  Wilmington  is  a  sign  that  says,  "Love  Grows 
Here."  And  right  under  the  sign,  as  if  to  illustrate  it,  a  young  woman  is 
tearfully  thanking  Sister  Isaac  and  a  volunteer,  retired  social  worker  Elsie  Peterson.  Weeks 
before,  the  young  mother  of  four  children  had  come  to  the  center  $200  short  on  her  elec- 
tric bill.  Her  power  was  going  to  be  turned  off  the  next  day.  "I  generally  can't  give  a  person 
more  than  $40,  but  when  we  have  a  St.  Marks  grant  we  can  give  $100  to  a  family.  In  this 
case,  she  had  done  so  much  running  around  that  we  decided  to  give  her  $200  to  keep  her 
lights  on.  She  said  she  would  return  today  with  the  difference.  And  she  has." 


As  Chris- 
tians anticipate 
the  Nativity  of 
Christ,  the  Feast 
that  celebrates 
God's  love 
becoming  flesh 
in  the  person  of 
Jesus,  its  natural 
to  ask,  "How 
does  that  love 
continue  to  be- 
come real  in  our 
world  today?" 
Sister  Isaac's 
Outreach  Center 
is  an  inspiring 
answer.  Monday 
through  Thurs- 
day, the  Out- 
reach disburses 

food,  clothing,  furniture,  household 
and  hygiene  items  to  the  poor,  whom 
Sister  Isaac  and  all  her  150  volun- 
teers refer  to  as  "guests." 

The  Outreach  operates  from  9 
a.m.  to  11:30  a.m.  "But  we  usually 
close  before  we  open,"  Sister  laughs. 
The  center  can  only  handle  thirty- 
five  guests  a  day.  Ten  of  those  may 
receive  money  up  to  $40,  in  the  form 
of  a  check  made  out  to  a  landlord  or 


utility  company  or  for  gasoline.  The 
guests  often  start  lining  up  in  the 
wee  hours  of  the  morning,  while  it's 
still  dark.  If  it's  raining  or  chilly  out. 
Sister  will  let  the  people  in  early,  and 
the  quota  is  often  reached  before  of- 
ficial opening  time. 

Guests  are  interviewed  by  three 
successive  volunteers  to  determine 
their  needs,  their  assets  and  to  help 
with  advice  about  other  avenues  of 


assistance.  If 
they  are  in  need 
of  money  to 
pay  a  bill,  they 
see  Sister  Isaac. 
On  a  Thursday 
morning,  Sister's 
first  interview  is 
an  army  veteran 
with  a  bill  from 
a  self-storage 
company  in 
Utah.  Wilm- 
ington is  his 
home,  but  he 
bought  things 
for  his  children's 
Christmas  while 
he  was  in  Utah 
and  needs  to 
liberate  them 
from  storage.  His  military  disability 
benefits  are  tied  up  in  red  tape.  In  the 
course  of  the  interview,  Sister  leams 
that  the  young  man  is  a  graduate  of 
Saint  Mary's  School.  In  fact  Sister  Isaac, 
who  started  the  Outreach  in  1984,  was 
probably  working  there  when  the  vet 
was  a  student.  Sister  writes  a  check  to 
the  storage  company,  about  half  the  to- 
tal bill.  "I  have  soft  spot  for  veterans," 
she  says.  "My  brother  was  in  Vietnam." 


cover  story 


And  the  Word  became  flesh  and  made  His  dwelling  among  us,  and  we  saw  h 


Sister  Isaac,  who  grew  up  in  upstate  New  York, 
is  a  member  of  the  Ursuline  Sisters,  primarily  a 
teaching  Order.  "They  were  my  teachers,"  she 
says,  and  I  always  wanted  to  be  one  of  them." 
She  has  two  degrees  from  Marquette  University.  In  the 
'60s  and  70s  she  worked  in  education  administration 
in  Milwaukee  and  Louisiana.  She  came  to  Saint  Mary  to 
work  in  faith  formation.  When  another  Ursuline  Sister 
arrived  in  North  Carolina  to  do  that  work,  Father  (now 
Monsignor)  Steve  Worsley  suggested  that  Sister  Isaac  start 
a  ministry  for  the  poor. 


efits  of  $600;  her  rent  is  $150  a  week. 
So  I  tell  people  that  what  we  do  isn't  a 
handout,  it's  a  hand  up." 

How  does  she  educate  people  about 
the  needy? 

"I  tell  stories.  1  try  to  put  the  facts 
out  there.  And  I  encourage  people  to 
volunteer.  Lots  of  people  don't  want  to 


She  began  what  came  to  be  known  as 
the  St.  Mary  Social  Outreach  Program, 
serving  the  needy  from  downtown 
Wilmington  and  surrounding  cit- 
ies. Sister  Isaac  also  helped  spur  the 
development  of  HUD-sponsored  low- 
income  housing  for  senior  citizens  in 
her  area,  the  Hadden  Hall  Apartments, 
and  launched  a  food  pantry,  Mother 
Hubbard's  Cupboard,  which  provides 
food  for  thousands  of  individuals  and 
families.  One  of  her  newer  initiatives  is 
a  program  to  meet  the  dietary  needs  of 
people  suffering  from  diabetes.  About 
100  diabetics  per  month  receive  the 
fresh  meat,  fruits  and  vegetables  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  disease  under  control. 

For  her  work,  Sister  Isaac  has 
received  the  North  Carolina's  Human 
Relations  Award,  the  Albert  Schweitzer 
Honors  Scholar  Award  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina-Wilmington, 
Marquette's  Alumni  Service  to  the 
Community  Award  and  a  humanitar- 
ian award  from  the  Unitarian  Church, 
among  others.  When  she  grants  inter- 
views and  accepts  awards,  however,  she 
does  it  to  raise  awareness  of  the  needs 
and  dignity  of  the  poor. 

"The  bottom  line  is  education," 
she  says.  "I  want  to  break  down  the 
stereotypes  people  have  about  the  poor 
-  that  they're  lazy,  that  they  don't  care, 
that  they  don't  want  to  work.  Almost 
all  the  people  I  see  are  trying  to  get  by 
on  $600  to  $1000  a  month.  A  woman 
came  in  this  morning:  She  gets  SSI  ben- 
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talk  to  the  poor.  They'll  give  them  five 
dollars  and  walk  on.  But  here  you  meet 
the  poor  in  flesh  and  blood,  you  see  the 
courage  it  takes  to  ask  for  help.  When 
you  look  at  what  they  have  you  can 
only  ask,  How  do  you  survive?'" 

She  talks  about  a  man  who  lives  in 
a  shelter.  It  costs  $20  a  week.  "Sixty 
men  in  all  states  of  health  and  mental 
awareness  living  in  a  small  space.  I 
don't  think  I  could  survive  that  way. 
And  they  let  them  out  of  the  shelters 
at  six  in  the  morning  and  they  can't  go 
back  until  six-thirty  at  night.  So  you 
see  them  hanging  out  on  the  streets. 
Do  you  think  they  want  to  hang  out 
on  the  streets  all  day? 

"A  huge  part  of  what  we  do  here  is  to 
help  people  feel  good  about  themselves. 
So  when  people  come  for  clothes,  for 
instance,  we  have  dressers,  volunteers 
who  meet  the  guest,  learn  their  size  and 
then  go  back  to  pick  out  things  they 
think  will  make  the  guest  look  good.  I 


lory,  the  glo^>  «s  0/  the  Father's  only  Son,  full  of  grace  and  truth  (John  i-.i4). 


Monday  through  Thursday,  the  Outreach  Center  disburses  food,  clothing,  furniture  and  household  and  hygiene  items  to  the 
poor,  whom  Sister  Isaac  and  all  her  1 50  volunteers  refer  to  as  "guests." 


really  think  the  poor  come  here  in  large 
part  because  of  the  feeling  of  the  place, 
the  respect  we  show  them." 
A  place  like  the  Outreach  Center 


depends  on  a  wide  range  of  support:  Vol- 
unteers from  all  faiths,  people  like  retired 
IBM-er  Mary  Ann  Kotas,  who's  developed 
spread  sheets  to  keep  track  of  all  the 
people  who  receive  assistance  and  when 
they  received  it.  Mary  Ann  also  man- 
ages the  furniture 


"The  bottom  line  is 
education,"  she  says.  "I 
want  to  break  down 
the  stereotypes  peo- 
ple have  about  the 
poor ...  I  tell  people  that 
what  we  do  isn't  a  hand- 
out, it's  a  hand  up." 


room,  matching 
items  with  needs 
and  soliciting  do- 
nations. She  talks 
about  a  man  who 
came  to  Wilming- 
ton to  take  custody 
of  his  children. 
"Their  mother  was 
addicted  to  crack, 
and  he  needed 
beds  for  the  chil- 
dren. The  next  day 
he  came  to  thank  us.  He  said  it  was  the 
first  night  in  a  long  time  that  the  children 
had  slept  in  real  beds."  The  parish  has 
a  truck,  and  a  work-for-rent  program 
hires  people  at  a  just  wage  to  pick  up  and 
deliver  furniture. 

Sister  Isaac  praises  the  support  she's 
received  from  the  pastors  of  Saint 
Marys,  and  the  Tileston  School,  which 
occupies  part  of  the  same  building.  The 
neighboring  parishes  in  Wilmington  - 
St.  Mark,  Immaculate  Conception  and 
St.  Therese  -  all  donate  money  and 


goods  and  volunteer  time  to  the  center. 
"We  get  a  lot  of  stuff,"  Sister  Isaac  says, 
"and  I  think  people  give  because  they 
see  us  giving  it  out." 

Father  Robert  Kus,  Pastor  and  Rector 
of  St.  Mary's,  says  that  Sister  Isaac's  min- 
istry "makes  our 
parish  a  beacon  of 
hope  to  the  poor 
and  the  outcast 
of  the  Cape  Fear 
Coast.  She  always 
treats  her  guests 
with  total  respect, 
showing  our  par- 
ish community 
what  it  means  to 
see  Christ  in  each 
person.  And  ev- 
erything she  does 
is  done  in  great  humility  and  always 
with  joy  and  good  cheer.  She  is  deeply 
loved  and  treasured  by  one  and  all 
throughout  our  city  and  region." 

All  year  -  not  just  at  Christmas  -  the 
Saint  Mary-Tileston  Outreach  Center 
incarnates  Gods  love  for  the  poor.  But 
especially  during  this  season,  Sister 
Isaac's  example  is  a  challenge  to  all  of 
us.  "We  are  all  called  to  serve,  to  be 
those  who  reflect  God's  love  incarnate 
in  Jesus,"  she  says.  "How  are  we  going 
to  respond?" 


By  Rich  Reece  \  Photography  by  EW  Photography 
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La  Hermana  Mary  Isaac  del 
Centro  de  Servicips  de  Sarin 
Mary  en  Tileston^emucstra  s 
amor  por  los  mas  necesitadd 


i 


"Y  el  Verbo  se  hizo  hombre  y  habito  entre  nosotros.  Y  hemos  contemplado  su  gloria,  lan 


"huespedes." 

El  Centro  esta  abierto 
desde  las  9a. m  hasta  las 
11:30  -pero  siempre 
antes  de  abrir  el  Centro, 
ya  tenemos  una  linea  de 
35  huespedes  esperando, 
de  los  cuales,  diez  quizas 
reciban  $40  en  un  cheque 
a  nombre  del  encargado  o 
de  la  compania  electrica,  o 
para  la  gasolina  -comenta. 
Los  huespedes  comienzan 
a  llegar  en  la  madrugada, 
cuando  aun  esta  oscuro, 
aunque  si  esta  lloviendo 
o  esta  haciendo  frio,  la 
Hermana  los  deja  entrar 
temprano  y  por  eso 
siempre  llenan  el  cupo 
mucho  antes  de  abrir  las 
puertas. 

Los  huespedes  son 
entrevistados  por  tres 
voluntarios  sucesivamente 
para  determinar  sus 
condiciones  y  asesorarlos 
con  sus  posibilidades. 
Si  necesitan  dinero  para 
pagar  sus  cuentas,  buscan 
a  la  Hermana  Isaac.  Los 
jueves  por  la  manana, 
su  primer  entrevistado 
fue  un  veterano  de  la 
armada  que  tiene  una 
factura  de  una  compania 
de  almacenamiento  en 
Utah.  Aunque  reside  en 
Wilmington,  compro 
algunos  regalos  para  sus 
hijos  en  Navidad  cuando 
estaba  en  Utah  y  necesita 
sacarlos  del  almacen 
porque  no  contaba  con  los  beneficios  por  discapacidad. 
En  el  transcurso  de  la  entre  vista,  cuenta  que  el  estudio 
en  la  Escuela  Saint  Mary,  y  de  hecho,  la  Hermana  Isaac 
quien  comenzo  el  Centro  de  Asistencia  en  1984,  trabajo 
alii  al  momento  que  el  veterano  era  estudiante.  La 
Hermana  escribe  un  cheque  a  nombre  del  almacen  con 
mitad  de  la  cantidad  total  para  la  factura  -soy  debil  con 
os  veteranos  porque  mi  hermano  participo  en  la  guerra 
de  Vietnam  -comenta. 
La  Hermana  Isaac,  quien  crecio  al  norte  de  Nueva 


En  la  puerta  de  la  oficina  de  la  Hermana  Mary  Isaac 
Jogues  Koenig  del  Centro  de  Asistencia  de  Wilmington, 
hay  un  letrero  que  dice  "el  amor  crece  aqui";  y  bajo  el 
mismo,  esta  la  foto  de  una  mujer  en  llanto  agradeciendo 
a  la  Hermana  Isaac  y  a  la  voluntaria  Elise.  Semanas  antes,  la 
joven  madre  de  cuatro  hijos  vino  al  centro  necesitando  $200  para 
completar  su  factura  de  electricidad  puesto  que  le  iban  a  cortar  el 
servicio  electrico  al  dia  siguiente  -generalmente  no  puedo  darle  a 
una  sola  persona  mas  de  $40,  pero  con  el  subsidio  que  recibimos 
(St.  Mark),  es  posible  dar  $100  a  las  familias.  En  este  caso,  como 
ella  habia  acudido  a  tantos  lugares,  decidimos  darle  $200  para 
que  pagara  su  factura  electrica.  Ademas  nos  dijo  que  regresaria  el 
mismo  dia  con  la  diferencia  y  lo  hizo.  -comento 


Al  igual  que  los  cristianos  anticipan  la  llegada  de  la 
Natividad  de  Cristo,  la  cual  es  la  celebracion  del  amor 
de  Dios  en  la  persona  de  Jesus,  es  natural  preguntarse 
"^Como  es  que  ese  amor  continua  haciendose  realidad 
hoy  en  dia?"  El  Centro  de  Servicios  de  la  Hermana  Issac 
nos  sirve  de  inspiracion.  De  lunes  a  jueves,  el  Centro 
distribuye  alimentos,  comida,  muebles,  articulos  para 
el  hogar,  y  articulos  para  la  higiene  personal  a  todas  las 
personas  que  acuden  al  centro  a  los  que  la  Hermana 
y  los  150  voluntarios  del  centro  se  refieren  como 
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via  que  corresponde  al  Hijo  unigenito  del  Padre,  lleno  de  gracia  y  de  xerdad"  (Juan  i-.it) 


York,  es  miembro  de  la  Congregacion  de  Hermanas 
Ursulinas,  primordialmente  una  Orden  de  obras 
educativas.  -Ellas  fueron  mis  maestras,  y  siempre  quise 
ser  una  de  ellas  -comenta.  Ella  obtuvo  dos  licenciaturas 
de  la  Universidad  Marquette.  En  los  anos  60  y  70, 
trabajo  en  administracion  educativa  en  Milwaukee  y 
Louisiana  y  luego  vino  a  Saint  Mary  para  trabajar  en 
formacion  de  fe.  En  cuanto  recibieron  a  otra  Hermana 
Ursulina  en  Carolina  del  Norte  para  hacer  el  trabajo, 
Padre  Steve  Worsley  (ahora  Monsenor)  sugirio  que  la 
hermana  Isaac  dedicara  su  tiempo  a  los  pobres. 

Ella  comenzo  lo  que  ahora  se  conoce  por  St  Mary 
Social  Outreach  Program  (en  ingles)  el  cual  brinda 
ayuda  a  los  mas  necesitados  del  centro  de  Wilmington  y 
las  ciudades  vecinas.  La  Hermana  Isaac  tambien  ayudo 
a  fomentar  el  programa  de  viviendas  y  comunidades 
de  bajos  recursos  HUD  (por  sus  siglas  en  ingles)  para 
ciudadanos  jubilados  en  su  area,  los  apartamentos 
Hadden  Hall,  impulso  la  dispensa  de  alimentos  (Mother 
Hubbard's  Cupboard)  la  cual  proporciona  alimentos  a 
miles  de  individuos  y  familias.  Una  de  las  mas  recientes 
iniciativas  es  un  programa  enfocado  a  las  necesidades 
alimenticias  de  las  personas  que  sufren  de  diabetes. 
Unas  100  personas  diabeticas  reciben  alimentos 
mensualmente  como  carnes  frescas,  frutas  y  vegetales 
para  mantener  la  enfermedad  bajo  control. 

Por  su  trabajo,  la  Hermana  Isaac  ha  recibido  el 
Premio  Albert  Schweitzer  de  Relaciones  Humanas 
de  Carolina  del  Norte-Wilmington,  el  Premio  de  la 
Universidad  Marquette  por  su  Servicio  a  la  Comunidad, 
y  el  Premio  de  la  Iglesia  Unitaria,  entre  otros.  Cuando 
otorga  entrevistas  y  acepta  premiaciones,  lo  hace  con 
el  proposito  de  crear  conciencia  de  las  necesidades  y  la 
dignidad  de  los  mas  pobres. 

-Lo  que  cuenta  es  la  educacion.  Busco  eliminar  los 
estereotipos  que  tienen  las  personas  de  la  gente  pobre: 
que  son  flojos,  que  no  les  importa,  que  no  quieren 
trabajar.  Casi  todas  las  personas  que  conozco  tratan  de 
vivir  con  solo  $600  o  $1000  al  mes.  Una  senora  vino 
esta  manana  para  pedir  ayuda  porque  solo  recibe  $600 
de  su  seguro  social  y  su  renta  es  de  $150  semanales.  Asi 
que  le  digo  a  las  personas  que  lo  que  nosotros  hacemos 
no  es  dar  limosna,  jes  una  ayuda! 

iComo  les  ensena  a  las  personas  acerca  de  los  mas 
necesitados? 

-Enseno  a  traves  de  historias  y  animo  a  las  personas 
a  ser  voluntaries.  Muchas  personas  no  quieren  hablar 
con  los  pobres;  les  dan  cinco  dolares  y  se  van.  Pero  aqui 
conoces  a  los  pobres  de  carne  y  hueso  y  el  valor  que  se 
necesita  para  pedir  ayuda.  Cuando  miras  lo  poco  que 
tienen  solo  te  viene  una  pregunta  a  la  mente  "^como 
sobreviven?" 

Nos  comento  de  un  hombre  que  vive  en  un  albergue 


cuyo  costo  es  de  $20  semanales  -somos  sesenta 
hombres  de  todas  las  condiciones  viviendo  en  un  lugar 
pequeno  -explica.  No  creo  que  puedan  sobrevivir 
as!  y  los  dejan  salir  a  las  6  de  la  manana  y  no  pueden 
regresar  hasta  las  seis  y  media  de  la  noche.  Por  eso  los 
ves  deambulando  por  las  calles.  ,-Ustedes  creen  que 
ellos  quieren  deambular  todo  el  dia  por  las  calles?  Gran 
parte  de  lo  que  hacemos  aqui  es  ayudar  a  las  personas 
a  sentirse  bien  consigo  mismos.  Asi  que  cuando 
vienen  por  ropa,  por  ejemplo,  tenemos  vestuarios  y 
voluntarios  que  saludan  a  los  huespedes,  consiguen  su 
talla  apropiada  y  buscan  la  ropa  que  piensan  los  hace 
ver  bien.  Pienso  que  los  pobres  se  dirigen  a  nosotros 
en  parte  porque  se  sienten  fuera  de  lugar  y  porque  les 
mostramos  respeto  -comenta. 

Un  almacen  como  este  depende  de  una  gran  variedad 
de  ayuda.  Tenemos  voluntarios  de  todas  partes, 
personas  como  Mary  Ann  Kotas,  quien  solia  trabajar  en 
IBM,  desarrollo  hojas  de  calculo  para  llevar  la  cuenta 
de  todas  las  personas  que  reciben  ayuda  y  cuando  la 
recibieron.  Mary  Ann  tambien  administra  los  muebles, 
la  cual  le  permite  seleccionar  las  piezas  de  acuerdo  con 
lo  que  necesitan  y  solicitar  mas  donaciones.  Tambien 
nos  comento  acerca  de  un  hombre  que  vino  desde 
Wilmington  para  reclamar  la  custodia  de  sus  hijos.  -la 
madre  es  adicta  al  crack  y  el  padre  necesitaba  unas 
camas  para  sus  hijos.  Al  siguiente  dia  regreso  para 
agradecernos  porque  era  la  primera  vez  en  mucho 
tiempo  que  los  ninos  dormian  en  unas  camas  de 
verdad  -comenta.  La  parroquia  tiene  un  camion,  y  un 
programa  que  les  permite  a  las  personas  trabajar  para 
pagar  por  el  alquiler,  buscando  y  llevando  muebles. 

La  Hermana  Isaac  agradece  el  apoyo  que  recibe  de  los 
parrocos  de  St.  Mary  y  la  Escuela  Tileston,  las  cuales 
estan  ubicadas  en  el  mismo  edificio.  Las  parroquias 
vecinas  de  Wilmington,  St  Mat,  Inmaculada  Concepcion 
y  St  Therese,  donan  dinero,  objetos,  y  voluntarios 
al  Centro  -  recibimos  un  monton  de  cosas  y  pienso 
que  recibimos  donativos  porque  las  personas  ven  que 
nosotros  los  entregamos  -dice. 

Padre  Robert  Kus,  parroco  y  Rector  de  St  Mary,  nos 
hablo  del  ministerio  de  la  Hermana  Isaac  -ella  convierte 
a  nuestra  parroquia  en  una  luz  de  esperanza  para  los 
mas  pobres  de  la  Costa  de  Cape  Fear.  Siempre  trata  a 
sus  huespedes  como  un  respeto  total,  demostrandole 
a  nuestra  comunidad  parroquial  lo  que  significa  ver  a 
Cristo  en  cada  persona. 

Durante  todo  el  ano,  no  solo  en  navidad,  el  Centro 
de  Servicios  de  St  Mary  en  Tileston,  encarna  el  amor 
de  Dios  entre  los  pobres,  pero  en  especial,  durante  esta 
temporada,  el  ejemplo  de  la  Hermana  Isaac  es  un  reto 
para  todos  nosotros  -estamos  llamados  a  servir  y  <>c6mo 
podemos  responder? 


Pensando  en  los  Absolutos 
Morales 


c 


uando  el  Papa  Benedicto 
XVI  visito  Estados  Uni- 
dos  en  abril  de  2008, 
tuve  la  oportunidad  de 
asistir  a  la  ceremonia  inicial  en  el 
Jardm  Sur  de  la  Casa  Blanca.  Mientras 
escuchaba  las  palabras  de  bienvenida  que 
el  Presidente  Bush  dirigia  al  Papa,  me  sor- 
prendio  una  lmea  en  particular,  una  fuerte 
declaration  quiza  demasiado 
filosonca  para  venir  de  un 
presidente  de  Estados  Unidos: 
"En  un  mundo  donde  algu- 
nos  ya  no  creen  que  podemos 
distinguir  simplemente  entre 
lo  que  esta  bien  y  lo  que  esta 
mal,  necesitamos  su  mensaje 
para  rechazar  esta  dictadura 
del  relativismo  y  acoger  una 
cultura  de  justicia  y  verdad". 
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Por:  Padre  Tad  Pacholczyk 

-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cacion  en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duccion:  Maria  Elena 
Rodriguezfwww. 
ncbcenter.org) 


El  Presidente  hablaba  de  como  vivimos 
en  un  momento  de  la  historia  marcado  por 
el  relativismo  moral.  El  relativismo  moral 
es  la  creencia  de  que  en  realidad  no  existe 
lo  bueno  m  lo  malo,  sino  solo  tu  opinion 
y  mi  opinion  respecto  a  lo  que  esta  bien  y 
lo  que  esta  mal,  y  de  que  debemos  "estar 
de  acuerdo  en  no  estar  de  acuerdo"  y 
aprender  a  aceptarnos.  Es  como  decir: 
tu  puedes  creer  que  esta  bien  el  aborto, 
el  matrimonio  con  el  mismo  sexo,  y  la 
experimentacion  con  celulas  madre  de  em- 
briones,  y  yo  puedo  estar  en  desacuerdo, 
pero  no  tiene  caso  discutirlo  puesto  que  de 
cualquier  forma  todo  es  relativo  -la  moralidad  es  cosa  que 
decidimos  tu  y  yo  individualmente— .  Desde  una  posicion 
asi,  no  hay  absolutos  o  universales  morales,  y  la  moralidad 
cambia  libremente  segun  la  perspectiva  de  cada  quien. 

A  fin  de  cuentas,  sin  embargo,  esta  posicion  no  es  ni 
sensata  ni  logica. 

Si  la  moralidad  fuera  simplemente  algo  que  tiene  que  ver 
con  tus  opiniones  morales  y  las  rmas,  los  resultados  serian 


desastrosos.  Si  yo  creo  que  el  racismo  contra  los  negros 
y  la  esclavitud  instituida  en  base  a  dicho  racismo  estan 
mal,  pero  tu  crees  que  estan  bien,  ,;podremos  aceptarnos 
felizmente  y  vivir  de  acuerdo  con  nuestra  propia  moralidad? 
Obviamente  no,  y  Estados  Unidos  tuvo  que  pasar  por  una 
guerra  civil  terrible  para  arreglar  este  asunto.  Si  yo  creo 
que  el  asesinato  en  serie  y  la  violation  estan  mal,  pero  tu 
crees  que  estan  bien,  ,;podemos  desentendernos  y  vivir  de 
acuerdo  a  nuestras  posturas  particulares?  Claro  esta  que  no, 
puesto  que  no  pueden  ser  verdaderas  las  dos  posiciones. 

Estos  ejemplos  obvios  ilustran  lo  que  todos  sabemos  ya, 
esto  es,  que  en  el  mundo  real  la  verdad  "relativa"  no  fun- 
ciona.  Supongamos  que  tu  y  yo  manejamos  por  separado 
hacia  un  crucero  con  semaforo.  Si  dependiera  de  ti  y  de 
mi  decidir  de  que  color  esta  la  luz,  sin  tomar  en  cuenta  su 
verdadero  color,  habria  numerosos  accidentes  en  los  cru- 
ceros.  Lo  que  muchos  no  logran  ver  es  que  el  mundo  moral 
funciona  de  manera  similar.  La  vida  moral  de  muchas  per- 
sonas  se  esta  desintegrando  y  destruyendo  por  no  respetar 
los  senalamientos  -no  discrecionales-  del  mapa  moral  que 
guia  la  travesia  humana.  Se  han  equivocado  al  pensar  que 
pueden  hacer  sus  propias  reglas  durante  el  viaje,  y  que  todo 
es  relativo  a  sus  propios  deseos  o  circunstancias. 

En  la  pelicula  La  Lista  de  Schindler  (Schindler's  List), 
mucha  de  la  action  sucede  en  un  campo  de  trabajo  nazi. 
El  comandante  del  campo  decide  tomar  como  su  sirvi- 
enta  personal  a  una  joven  judia.  En  cierto  momento  de  la 
pelicula,  esta  muchacha  tiene  una  conversation  privada  y 
muy  perturbadora  con  otro  hombre,  Oskar  Schlinder,  el 
protagonista  de  la  pelicula.  Con  voz  muy  temerosa  ella  le 
dice,  "Se  que  algun  dia  mi  amo  me  matara".  En  un  primer 
momento  Schlinder  no  le  cree,  y  se  esfuerza  por  asegurarle 
que  el  comandante  en  realidad  la  aprecia.  Pero  ella  insiste: 
"No,  un  dia  el  me  va  a  matar".  Luego  le  platica  lo  que  habia 
presenciado  el  dia  anterior.  Vio  al  comandante  salir  de  su 
casa,  sacar  su  pistola  y  disparar  a  una  mujer  judia  que  pasa- 
ba  llevando  un  paquete  en  la  mano.  Y  describio  a  la  mujer: 
"Era  solo  una  mujer  que  iba  a  algun  lado;  ni  mas  gruesa,  ni 
mas  delgada,  ni  mas  lenta,  ni  mas  rapida  que  cualquier  otra 
persona;  y  no  logre  entender  que  pudo  haber  hecho  ella 
[para  provocarlo] .  Mientras  mas  conoces  al  comandante, 
mas  te  das  cuenta  de  que  no  hay  reglas  a  las  cuales  atenerte. 
No  puedes  pensar,  "Si  sigo  estas  reglas,  estare  a  salvo"." 

Comentando  sobre  esta  famosa  escena  de  la  pelicula,  el  Pa- 
dre Raymond  Sudani  hacia  referenda  a  como  esta  muchacha 
estaba  absolutamente  en  lo  cierto:  En  un  mundo  de  confusion 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


iRegocijense  en  la  presencia  de  Jesus, 
la  luz  del  mundo! 


Cuando  reciban  el  ejemplar  de 
esta  revista  en  sus  hogares, 
nuestros  vecindarios  estaran 
decorados  con  luces  brillantes 
para  celebrar  el  nacimiento  de  nuestro  Salva- 
dor, Jesucristo,  el  Hijo  de  Dios  y  de  Maria. 

Las  palabras  segun  el  profeta  Isai'as  nos  llenan  de  admi- 
ration cuando  proclama  que  el  Senor  Dios  "consuela  y  salva 
a  Su  pueblo."  Tambien  nos  regocijamos  con  la  verdad  que 
nos  transmite  en  la  Carta  a  los  Hebreos,  la  cual  confirma 
que  Jesus  es  el  Hijo  de  Dios  y  "su  fiel  imagen"  vive  entre 
nosotros  y  al  igual  que  el  Evangelio  proclama  Jesus  es  la  ver- 
dadera  Luz  que  resplandece  en  las  tinieblas.  Es  por  esto  que 
cantamos  jPaz  en  la  tierra! 

En  este  mundo  divido  por  guerras  y  violencia,  nace  el 
Salvador  que  nos  muestra  el  camino  a  la  paz  y  a  la  sereni- 
dad.  En  un  pais  dividido,  nace  el  Salvador  que  une  a  las 
hermanas  y  hermanos  que  nos  guian  al  camino  de  la  recon- 
ciliation. Para  las  personas  que  se  sienten  abrumadas  por 
fracasos  y  errores  cometidos  en  el  pasado,  nace  el  Salvador 
que  nos  salva  y  nos  perdona.  Para  las  personas  que  nacen 
con  dificultades  fisicas  y  emocionales,  o  se  preocupan  por 
sus  seres  queridos,  nace  el  Salvador  que  les  asegura  que  su 
amor  sanador  convierte  todo  sufrimiento  en  gloria.  Para  to- 
dos  las  personas  que  celebran  por  primera  vez  una  Navidad 
por  el  fallecimiento  de  algun  ser  querido,  nace  el  Salvador 
que  le  promete  a  los  que  partieron  primero  que  nosotros,  el 
don  que  nadie  mas  puede  dar  en  este  mundo,  el  don  de  la 
felicidad  eterna. 

Si  viven  la  fe  en  el  poder  de  Jesus  sobre  las  tinieblas  y 
permiten  que  la  verdad  de  la  Navidad  entre  en  sus  vidas 
cada  dia,  se  sentiran  llenos  de  admiration  y  de  una  inmensa 
alegria.  Nuestro  reto  es  el  de  asegurarnos  que  nuestra  fe  en 


el  poder  de  Jesus  y  nuestro  com- 


promise con  El  y  su  forma  de  vida,  continue  mas  alia  de  la 
emotion  que  llena  el  aire  durante  esta  temporada.  De  esta 
manera,  proclamamos  a  los  demas  nuestra  mas  profunda 
creencia,  Jesucristo  es  la  luz  del  mundo. 

Para  lograrlo,  tenemos  que  mantener  lo  que  hacemos 
durante  la  Navidad;  tenemos  que  mantener  el  anhelo  de 
estar  cerca  de  Jesus  en  nuestros  corazones,  en  especial,  estar 
con  El  en  la  celebration  de  la  Misa  semanal.  Oren  a  Dios 
para  que  nuestras  iglesias  continuen  recibiendo  la  misma 
cantidad  de  feligreses  que  vemos  durante  la  Navidad.  Man- 
tengamos  la  misma  manera  en  la  que  celebramos  nuestra 
unidad  en  Jesucristo  durante  esta  temporada.  Tampoco 
dejemos  de  recordarles  a  nuestros  familiares  lo  mucho  que 
los  queremos,  y  tampoco  debemos  dejar  de  perdonarnos 
los  uno  a  los  otros  y  de  comenzar  de  nuevo.  Especialmente, 
debemos  reflejar  nuestra  proclamation  de  Jesus  como  la 
luz  del  mundo,  permitiendo  que  el  espiritu  de  la  caridad 
continue  en  nuestras  vidas.  Despues  del  dia  de  Navidad,  las 
necesidades  de  los  pobre  y  mas  vulnerables  continuan,  por 
esta  razon,  es  el  momento  exacto  para  seguir  compartiendo 
nuestros  dones  y  recursos  con  los  demas  para  que  alcanc- 
emos  nuevos  niveles  de  generosidad. 

Somos  muy  conscientes  por  nuestros  dones  durante  esta 
temporada.  Les  expreso  mi  mas  profundo  agradecimiento 
por  el  don  que  significan  ustedes  para  mi  y  para  nuestra 
Diocesis  y  por  las  innumerables  maneras  de  demostrar 
su  amor  por  el  Senor  y  Su  Iglesia.  Me  uno  a  ustedes  en 
agradecimiento  a  Dios  por  Su  abundante  bendicion  y  por 
su  don  de  la  Eucaristia,  en  la  cual  el  amor  de  Dios  se  revela 
perfectamente  en  Jesucristo,  la  fiel  imagen  del  Padre,  el  Hijo 
de  Dios,  el  Hijo  de  la  Virgen  Maria,  la  Luz  del  mundo  que 
disipa  el  poder  de  las  tinieblas. 

Que  la  alegria  y  la  paz  de  nuestro  Senor  Jesus  este  con 
ustedes  en  esta  temporada  sagrada,  durante  el  Ano  Nuevo  y 
siempre. 


moral,  un  mundo  de  relativismo  moral,  no  puede  haber  seguridad, 
y  por  lo  tanto  no  hay  paz.  La  joven  se  daba  cuenta  de  que  en 
el  "mundo"  de  aquel  campo  de  trabajo  nazi,  lo  bueno  y  lo 
malo  se  habian  confundido  a  tal  grado  que  ella  misma  no 
podia  determinar  siquiera  lo  que  estaba  "bien"  en  la  mente 
del  comandante.  Lo  que  le  agradaba  en  un  momento  podia 
no  agradarle  en  otro.  Ella  sabia  que  si  el  tenia  el  poder,  o  una 
pistola  en  la  mano  cuando  no  estaba  complacido,  la  siguiente 
victima  podria  facilmente  ser  ella. 

Existen  ciertas  verdades  cardinales  y  absolutos  mo- 
rales universales  que  nos  habian  contundentemente  a  los 
humanos  sobre  como  debemos  relacionarnos  con  nosotros 


mismos,  con  otros,  y  con  la  sociedad.  La  voz  profetica 
y  protectora  de  la  Iglesia  nos  edifica,  ya  que  nos  habla 
incansablemente  de  estos  absolutos  morales  universales  y 
nos  hace  ver  la  amenaza  que  significa  para  el  ser  humano  la 
agenda  del  relativismo. 

El  Padre  Tadeusz  Pacholczyh  hizo  su  doctorado  en  neurocien- 
cias  en  la  Universidad  de  Yale  y  su  trabajo  post-doctoral  en  la 
Universidad  de  Harvard.  Es  Sacerdote  para  la  Diocesis  de  Eall 
River,  Massachusetts,  y  se  desempeha  como  Director  de  Edu- 
cacion  en  el  Centro  Nacional  Catdlico  de  Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National  Catholic  Bioethics  Center:  www.ncbcenter. 
org  Traduction:  Maria  Elena  Rodriguez 


Year  for  Priests 


Did  You  Know? 


Each  month,  priests  of  the  Diocese  will  answer  ques- 
tions about  their  interests  and  activities,  in  an  effort  to  help 
readers  know  them  better.  You  can  find  more  of  these  pro- 
files on  the  Diocesan  Web  site,  www.dioceseofraleigh.org  by 
clicking  on  the  Year  for  Priests  icon  on  the  home  page. 

Rev.  Msgr.  G. 
Michael  Clay  - 
Pastor,  St.  Ann 
Catholic  Church, 
Clayton  and  Di- 
ocesan Lobbyist, 
CatholicVoiceNC 

Who  is  your 
favorite  saint?  St. 

Thomas  More's  integrity  and  his  effort  to  wed  truth  to  the 
daily  work  of  government  and  life  are  a  source  of  inspira- 
tion to  me 

What  was  your  most  memorable  spiritual  pilgrimage? 

Visiting  the  tomb  of  St.  Thomas  More  at  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don. While  visiting  as  a  tourist  in  1  995,  one  month  before 
arriving  at  St.  Thomas  More  Church  in  Chapel  Hill  as  pas- 
tor, I  learned  his  sarcophagus  was  in  a  locked  crypt  in  the 
chapel  on  the  grounds  but  that  no  one  was  allowed  to  visit 
the  crypt.  It  took  sitting  through  three  tours  of  the  chapel 
with  three  different  Beefeaters  and  making  three  different 
requests  before  I  was  allowed,  on  the  third  attempt,  to  go 
near  the  door,  which  was  cordoned  off  from  the  rest  of  the 
chapel,  to  pray. 

While  I  was  praying,  the  Beefeater  came  over  to  me 
and  asked  why  I  wanted  to  visit  the  crypt.  I  told  him  I  was 
a  Catholic  priest  and  was  becoming  the  Pastor  of  a  parish 
under  the  saint's  patronage.  He  noted  there  was  no  one  in 
the  chapel  and  unlocked  the  door  to  the  crypt.  It  was  spartan 
in  appearance  with  a  few  sarcophagi  and  I  had  no  problem 
finding  St.  Thomas  More's  resting  place.  It  was  an  intensely 
holy  experience  being  at  his  tomb.  Upon  leaving,  I  offered  to 
tip  the  Beefeater  for  his  kindness  but  he  refused  and  simply 
said,  "Father,  I'm  a  Catholic  and  know  how  important  your 
ministry  is.  Please  remember  me  in  your  prayers."  I  still  pray 
for  that  man  to  this  day  for  his  kindness  to  me. 

Who  was  the  greatest  influence  on  your  vocation  as 
a  priest  and  why?  That  would  be  Msgr.  Thomas  Hadden. 


He  was  my  pastor  at  St.  Paul's  in  New  Bern  in  the  '60's. 
His  heroism  and  leadership  in  the  process  of  integrating 
two  parishes  into  one  and  serving  as  pastor  of  a  predomi- 
nantly white  parish  in  the  days  of  the  Civil  Rights  Move- 
ment was  inspirational.  He  struck  me  as  a  man  of  prayer 
with  a  fine  mind,  a  sense  of  humor,  and  a  keen  interest  in 
promoting  the  teachings  of  Vatican  II  to  everyone,  young 
and  old.  He  encouraged  me  when  I  first  approached  him 
about  the  idea  of  priesthood  and  remained  steadfast  in  his 
support  of  me  throughout  my  formation. 

Do  you  have  a  hobby  or  hobbies  or  leisure  activity? 

I  am  a  voracious  reader  and  enjoy  every  opportunity  I  have 
to  read  a  book,  a  journal,  a  magazine  and  the  newspaper. 

What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do  you  cook  it  yourself? 

My  favorite  dish  is  Spaghetti  a  la  Carbonara,  a  pasta  dish 
that  is  endemic  to  Rome  where  I  did  some  of  my  studies 
for  the  priesthood.  It  is  an  extremely  rich  dish  that  is  lov- 
ingly called  Spaghetti  a  la  Clog-o-nara  for  the  fact  that  you 
can  feel  the  fat  clogging  your  arteries  as  you're  eating  it. 

Favorite  sport?  Favorite  team?  My  favorite  sport  to 
play  is  tennis  although  my  work  schedule  and  my  knees 
have  made  it  mostly  a  spectator  sport  in  recent  years.  My 
favorite  team  to  watch  is  the  UNC  basketball  team,  espe- 
cially when  they  play  Duke. 

Favorite  author  and/or  book?  My  range  of  reading  is  pretty 
wide,  so  it's  difficult  to  pinpoint  a  specific  author  or  book. 

Favorite  movie?  There  are  several,  but  I  enjoy  watch- 
ing E.T.  because  it  is  a  metaphor  of  the  story  of  Jesus  and 
children  can  understand  it. 

Music/artist  you  enjoy?  My  taste  in  music  is  very 
eclectic.  I  like  classical  music  as  well  as  contemporary  jazz. 
Sacred  music  and  rock  and  roll  are  found  among  my  CDs. 

Interesting  facts  that  your  parishioners  would  be 
interested  in  knowing?  I  have  trained  clergy  and  laity 
in  the  implementation  of  the  Rite  of  Christian  Initiation  of 
Adults  (RCIA)  over  the  past  22  years  in  over  50  dioceses 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  wrote  my  doctoral  dis- 
sertation on  the  pastoral  implementation  on  the  RCIA  in 
the  rural  and  small-town  setting  and  published  a  book  on 
the  rural  RCIA  a  few  years  ago  to  assist  pastoral  ministers 
in  this  setting  with  its  implementation. 


►►  For  information  on  the  priesthood,  contact  Father  Ned  Shlesinger,  Directed 
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Reverend  Gregory 
D.  Spencer  - 
Pastor,  Annunciation 
Church,  Havelock 


Who  is  your  favor- 
ite saint(s)?  There 
are  three:  St.  Anselm, 
who  lived  in  the  1  1  th 
century  and  was  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury. 
His  explanation  of  faith 
in  God  through  reasoning  helps  me  better  understand  my 
faith;  St  Benedict,  who  helps  me  focus  on  my  faith;  and 
St.  Cecilia,  for  her  courage  in  the  face  of  persecution  and 
singing  her  way  to  heaven  -  to  help  me  live  my  faith.  (I  call 
all  three  of  them  my  ABC's.) 


Rev.  Gregory  D.  Spencer 


the  Jesuits  in  high  school  and  college  and  the  Benedictines 
in  the  seminary. 

Do  you  have  a  hobby  or  favorite  leisure  activity?  I 

have  lots  of  hobbies,  including  building  wooden  sailing  ship 
models,  being  a  car  mechanic  and  stargazing. 

What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do  you  cook  for  your- 
self? Sushi  or  any  seafood  dish.  I  get  by  cooking  for 
myself  but  it's  nothing  to  rave  about. 

Favorite  sport?  Favorite  team?  College  and/or 
professional?  Indy  racing  (not  NASCAR!)  or  Formula  1 
racing.  (I  love  fast  cars!) 

Favorite  author  and/or  book?  Besides  Bible  stories,  I 
like  any  pirate  stories. 


What  was  your  most  memorable  spiritual  pilgrim- 
age? My  trip  to  Rome  in  the  Year  of  St.  Paul  (2008-09),  in 
which  I  received  an  indulgence  for  making  the  pilgrimage. 

Who  was  the  greatest  influence  on  your  vocation  as 
a  priest  and  why?  Besides  my  parents,  those  who  influ- 
enced me  were  the  priests  who  helped  shape  my  Catholic 
education  and  faith;  my  pastor  when  I  was  in  grade  school, 


Music  you  enjoy/artist?  I  enjoy  mostly  baroque  music: 
Albinoni,  Telemann  and  Vivaldi,  who  was  known  as  "the 
Red  Priest"  because  he  had  red  hair. 

Any  interesting  fact  that  your  students  or  parishio- 
ners would  be  interested  in  knowing?  I  enjoy  the  study 
of  astronomy  and  I  can  identify  any  make  of  American  car 
built  between  1 900  and  the  1 970's. 


A  new  seminarian 
reflects  on  his 
first  weeks  in  the 
seminary 


To  know  God  is  to  know 


true  love.  Our  purpose  as 
a  group  of  men  seeking 
the  Priesthood  is  to  build  a 
community  of  love. . .  True 
love  is  sacrificial,  it  involves 
people  going  out  of  their  way 
for  each  other,  and  this  type 
of  love  always  brings  out  the 
best  in  humanity. 

We  have  lots  of  opportuni- 
ties to  reflect  on  our  experi- 
ences in  a  humorous  and 
light  way,  but  there  is  also 
a  sense  of  accomplishment. 
Seeing  ones  brothers  truly 
entertained  is  a  gift.  There 
is  a  sense  in  which  even  the 
most  mundane  aspects  of 


our  lives  bring  us  closer  to 
our  Beloved  Lord.... 

Talking  with  older  priests 
who  went  to  St.  Charles 
Borromeo  makes  one  real- 
ize how  the  Priesthood  is 
a  unique  experience  that 
brings  men  together  in  a 
profound  way.  Through  a 
common  experience,  we 
seminarians  form  a  bond 
that  can  only  be  adequately 
called  love. 

An  unplanned  event  in 
October  illustrated  this  point 
dramatically.  At  9:30  pm 
on  a  Saturday,  we  received 
unexpected  news.  The  father 


of  a  brother  seminarian  had 
died  suddenly  of  a  heart 
attack.  The  immediate  re- 
sponse of  my  brothers  was  to 
form  the  College  Division  in 
the  Chapel  to  pray  a  Rosary. 
We  share  joy,  but  we  also 
share  sorrow,  and  in  sharing 
our  sorrow  and  offering  it 
for  the  good  of  humanity,  we 
draw  closer  to  the  crucified 
Christ. 

—  First-year  seminarian  lan  C.  Van 
Heusen  was  an  English  teacher  at  terry 
Sanford  High  School  before  entering  the 
seminary.  He  also  taught  at  St.  Patrick's 
School  in  Fayetteville. 


Official  Announcement 


Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Ra- 
leigh, announces  the  following  appointments. 

Effective  November  13,  2009  Reverend  Raymond  M. 
Nguyen  Manh  Thu,  C.M.C.,  a  Priest  of  the  Congregation  of  the 


Mother  Coredemptrix,  is  appointed  Chaplain  to  the  Vietnamese 
Community  at  Saint  Joseph  Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh. 

Effective  December  1 ,  2009  Reverend  Emmet  Murphy, 
CRM.,  a  Franciscan  Friar  of  the  Holy  Name  Province,  is 
appointed  Parochial  Vicar  at  Saint  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish 
in  Raleigh. 


locations  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  at  91 9.832.6279  or  shlesinger@raldioc.org. 


Words  of  wisdom  - 
can  you  complete 
the  proverb? 

►►  The  Sacred  Scriptures  teach  us 
"to  get  wisdom,  to  get  understanding!" 
(Proverbs  4:5)  Now  it  is  time  to  put 
yourself  to  the  test  to  see  how  far  along 
you  are  in  this  quest  by  completing  this 
proverb.  Remember,  no  peeking  into 
your  Bible! 

The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every 
place  

a.  but  he  loves  the  one  who  pur- 
sues virtue. 

b.  he  makes  even  his  enemies  be 
at  peace  with  him. 

c.  keeping  watch  on  the  evil  and 
the  good. 


As  the  number  of  clergy  de- 
crease, how  do  you  see  the 
role  of  the  parish  priest  evolving 
or  changing? 


Well,  first  of  all,  we  know  from  our  faith 
exactly  what  it  is  that  Jesus  established. 
We  understand  the  purpose  of  the  priest- 
hood because  Jesus  himself  taught  this 
to  us.  He  taught  us  about  the  eucharistic 
dimension  of  the  priesthood  -  "Do  this 
in  memory  of  me."  He  taught  us  about 
the  pastoral  aspect  of  the  priesthood  - 
to  lead  people  as  the  good  shepherd, 
because  he  is  the  one  Good  Shepherd. 
Now,  in  doing  this,  there  are  many 
aspects,  but  we  must  always  remember 
the  principal  aspects.  These  aspects  can 
develop  over  the  years.  There  are  many 


consequences,  many  things  in  the  daily 
life  of  a  shepherd  that  can  vary.  A  pastor 
is  called  to  do  many  things.  But  already 
in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  it  was  clear 
that  the  apostles  were  not  able  to  do 
everything.  So  the  church  came  together 
and  said,  "We're  going  to  establish  the 
diaconate,  and  the  deacons  are  going 
to  handle  some  of  the  things  we  can't 
handle.  Because  we  have  to  dedicate 
ourselves  to  things  that  are  essential  to 
the  priesthood,  namely  prayer  and  the 
ministry  of  the  Word."  (cf  Acts  6)  And  the 
height  of  the  ministry  of  the  Word  is  the 
eucharistic  ministry.  So,  all  throughout 
the  centuries,  we  always  have  this:  The 
priest  has  his  principal  activities  to  which 
he  must  be  very  faithful.  At  the  same 
time,  he  is  called  to  do,  as  Jesus  did, 
many  things.  The  priest  is  never  isolated, 


because  he  is  assisted  by  deacons  and, 
especially  since  the  Second  Vatican 
Council,  we  have  a  wonderful  emphasis 
on  the  role  of  the  laity  in  the  church. 

Do  you  see  the  parish  priest's 
role  becoming  more  focused 
on  the  sacraments  and  less  on 
administration? 


Well,  actually,  this  is  the  way  it  always 
has  been.  From  the  beginning,  the 
apostles  were  faced  with  many  things 
to  do,  but  there  was  always  a  distinction 
between  the  things  they  alone  could  do 
and  the  things  that  they  can  get  help  to 
do.  It  is  a  positive  thing  for  priests  to  be 
assisted  in  so  many  ways  -  they  are 
assisted  by  people  who  belong  to  the 
Church  and  who  therefore  have  a  call- 
ing to  build  up  the  Church,  including  en- 
couraging vocations  to  the  Priesthood. 
So  whatever  deacons  or  laity  can  do  is 
a  great  blessing,  because  the  sacramen- 
tal nature  of  the  priest  -  his  prayer,  his 
celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  the 
ministry  of  the  Word  and  the  administra- 
tion of  the  sacraments  -  is  his  principal 
role.  Whatever  gives,  it  can't  be  this. 

Cardinal  Justin  Rigali  is  the  archbishop  of  Philadel- 
phia. He  serves  on  many  committees  at  the  Vatican, 
and  attended  the  Second  Vatican  Council. 


NC  Catholics  26  December  2009  |  www.DioceseofRaleigh.org  |  www.NCCatholics.org 


Filipino  Community  to  Celebrate  Simbang 
Gabi  Mass  Photo  Anywhere 

The  Filipino  Community  in  the  Triangle  is  organizing  a 
Simbang  Gabi  Mass  to  take  place  at  Immaculate  Conception 
Church  in  Durham  on  Friday,  December  1 8,  2009  at  7:00 
pm.  A  potluck  reception  featuring  traditional  Filipino  food  associ- 
ated with  the  Simbang  Gabi  will  follow  in  the  Olive  Tree  Building. 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi's  Fr.  Julian  Jagudilla,  OFM,  will  preside  over 
the  Mass,  which  will  be  celebrated  in  Tagalog. 

The  Simbang  Gabi  Mass  is  a  Filipino  Advent  tradition  dat- 
ing back  to  the  mid-1 850s,  where  a  Novena  of  Masses  is 
celebrated  in  preparation  for  Christmas.  Because  most  people 


at  the  time  were  outdoor  laborers  (fishermen,  farmers,  etc.), 
the  Mass  took  place  very  early  in  the  morning,  usually  at  4  a.m.. 
This  was  generally  followed  by  a  breakfast  that  included  such 
Filipino  delicacies  as  glutinous  rice  cake,  savory  rice  porridge, 
and  ginger  tea. 

This  tradition  has  been  brought  to  the  United  States  and  all 
over  the  world  where  Filipinos  live.  Filipinos  in  the  Triangle  area 
have  celebrated  this  tradition  for  the  past  six-seven  years. 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend.  Immaculate  Conception 
Church  is  located  just  off  of  the  Durham  Freeway  on  West  Cha- 
pel Hill  Street  in  Durham.  For  more  information,  please  contact 
Fr.  Julian  Jagudilla  at  9 1 9-847-8205,  ext.  241 . 


Sun  Shines  on 
St.  Raphael 
Groundbreaking 

On  a  grey,  misting  Hal- 
loween Day,  St.  Raphael 
Parish  in  Raleigh  held  a 
picnic  and  groundbreaking 
ceremony  to  celebrate  the 
beginning  of  construction 
of  its  long-awaited  Parish 
Activity  Center.  The  1  5,000 
square-foot  Center,  which  is 
expected  to  be  completed  by 
Fall  2010,  will  be  used  for 
sporting  events,  receptions 
and  banquets,  and  include  a  large 
stage  and  a  kitchen.  After  completion 
of  the  new  Center,  the  parish  also 
plans  a  major  renovation  of  the  exist- 
ing Raphael  Hall. 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  led  the  ground- 
breaking prayer  service  and  blessed  the 
ground  on  which  the  new  building  will 
stand.  Just  as  the  Bishop  and  the  other 
officials  in  attendance  put  their  ceremo- 


nial spades  in  the  ground,  the 
sun  broke  through  the  clouds, 
as  if  -  it  seemed  to  some  who 
were  there  -  to  second  the 
blessing. 

In  his  remarks,  Bishop 
Burbidge  spoke  of  the 
importance  to  any  building  of 
its  foundation,  and  expressed 
his  confidence  that  the  faith 
and  commitment  of  St. 
Raphael's  parishioners  would 
be  an  ongoing  support  to  the 
parish's  endeavors. 

St.  Raphael's  Pastor, 
Fr.  Robert  M.  Hussey, 
S.J.,  thanked  and  congratulated 
the  members  of  his  church  on  their 
perseverance  and  achievement.  Also 
in  attendance  was  Msgr.  Gerald  R. 
Lewis,  the  third  Pastor  of  St.  Raphael. 


St.  Raphael  Hosting  Jesuit  Charism  Talks 

►►  All  religious  Orders  have  gifts,  or  Charisms,  that  they  offer 
to  the  world.  This  year  the  Jesuit  priests  at  St.  Raphael  Catho- 
lic Church  in  Raleigh  are  bringing  in  some  of  their  best  and 
brightest  speakers  for  a  series  entitled  Jesuit  Charism:  Forming 
Life  and  Ministry.  The  first  speaker,  Father  Mark  Massa,  SJ, 
from  Fordham  University,  spoke  about  the  state  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  America.  He  went  on  to  describe  two  models  for 
successful  churches  today. 

Three  more  talks  remain  in  the  series.  The  presentations  will 
occur  at  St.  Raphael  Catholic  Church,  5801  Falls  of  Neuse 
Rd.,  Raleigh  NC  27609  after  the  9  a.m.  Mass  on  the  given 
Saturday. 

December  5  -  Fr  Howard  Gray,  S.J.,  from  Georgetown 
University:  The  Ignatian  Charism  for  the  2 1  st  Century 

January  30  --  Fr  Rick  Curry,  S.J.,  from  Washington,  D.C:  A 
Jesuit  Priest  Engages  American  Veterans 

February  20  -  Fr  Paul  Coutinho,  S.J.,  from  India  and  St 


Louis  University:  Lived  Experience  and  the  Presence  of  God 
Come  learn  about  Jesuit  Charism!  Fr.  Michael  Proterra, 
S.J.,  at  91  9.865.5746  can  answer  any  questions. 


Parishes  and  Schools  Schedule 
First  Friday  Vocation  Holy  Hours 

►►  First  Friday  events  are  being  scheduled  by  par- 
ishes, campus  ministries  and  schools  throughout  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  who  are  participating  in  the  Dio- 
cese's initiative  of  creating  a  "culture  of  discernment" 
for  vocations.  Faith  communities  are  providing  the 
opportunity  in  several  ways  including  Mass,  Holy  Hour, 
Adoration  and  Benediction.  Catholic  faithful  are  invited 
to  participate  in  the  prayer  and  devotion  at  the  partici- 
pating parishes.  A  schedule  of  events  is  available  on 
the  Diocesan  Web  site  at  http://www.dioceseofraleigh. 
org/docs/news/ FirstFridayforVocationsEvents.pdf. 


community 


The  Catholic  Center  will  be  closed 
December  24  through  January  3 

ur  website  contains  the  necessary  information 
to  make  a  stock  donation  to  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
Our  stock  donation  instruction  form  (including  our 
account  number)  is  available  at: 


Once  on  the  website  homepage, 
select  "Giving." 
The  stock  donation  form  is  located  in 
the  "Outright/Current  Giving"  section  of  the 
"Giving  Overview." 

Please  fully  complete  the  two  page  form  and  provide  it 
directly  to  your  broker  to  execute  your  transaction. 

We  can  not  execute  transactions  on  your  behalf. 
In  addition,  please  send  a  copy  of  the  completed  form 

to  the  Diocese  at  the  address  listed  on  the  form. 

If  you  have  any  difficulty  obtaining  the  form  from  the 

website  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact: 
Dave  Winters  •  (919)  821  -9725  •  dave.winters@raldioc.org 


things  to  do: 

Catholic  Golden  Age  will 
meet  Sunday,  1 :30  p.m., 
on  December  6th  at  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic 
Church,  Fallon  Center, 
2718  Overbrook  Drive, 
Raleigh,  NC  27608.  Call 
Kit  at  91  9.624.901  7 
or  Marjorie  at 
919.781.3161  regarding 
the  meeting  as  well  as  info 
on  CGA's  5:30  pm  dinner 
get-togethers  every  third 
Thursday  of  the  month 
throughout  the  year. 

The  4th  Annual  Jolly 
Elf  Trail  Run  at  Bond 
Park,  Cary,  on  Saturday, 
December  1  2. 

Hosted  by  Saint  Michael 
School.  As  part  of  the 
Second  Empire  GRAND 
PRIX  series,  the  Jolly 
Elf  Trail  Run  includes  a 
competitive  5K  Race,  a 
One  Mile  Fun  Run,  and  a 
Kid's  200  Yard  Dash.  Last 
year,  St.  Michael's  Jolly  Elf 
Trail  Run  hosted  over  600 
runners.  This  year  over 
800  runners  are  expected 
for  the  race.  This  holiday 
themed  event  will  include 
a  DJ,  announcer,  tasty 
treats,  cheering  elves, 
and  the  sound  of  bells 
ringing  as  runners  make 
their  way  through  Bond 
Park.  Additionally,  prizes 
will  be  given  to  the  most 
festively  dressed  runners. 
For  more  information 
and  registration  visit 
St.  Michael  School's 
website:  http://school. 
stmichaelcary.org. 
or  contact  J.  Clark 
919.632.7723. 

A  AM  EN  Youth  Ministry 
Gathering,  December 
1  2,  10  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  at 


the  St.  Alphonsus  Center, 
810  Reid  Street  East, 
Wilson,  NC  27893.  The 
focus  of  this  gathering 
will  be  on  the  Blessed 
Mother.  Contact  Lauren 
Green  at  919.821.9762 
or  Lauren. Green@raldioc. 
org. 

Mary,  the  New  Eve  of 
Feminine  Holiness. 

An  Advent  Retreat  for 
Women  and  Girls  given 
by  Sister  Joseph  Andrew, 
O.P,  Director  of  Vocations 
for  the  Dominican  Sisters 
of  Mary,  Mother  of  the 
Eucharist.  The  retreat  will 
take  place  at  St.  Catherine 
of  Siena  Church,  520 
West  Holding  Ave.,  Wake 
Forest,  NC  27587  on 
Saturday,  December  1  2, 
from  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 
This  is  a  retreat  for  girls 
of  middle-school  age 
and  up  and  a  wonderful 
opportunity  for  mothers 
and  daughters.  Cost:  $10 
per  person.  (Prepay  at 
your  church  after  Masses 
or  at  the  door  the  day 
of  the  event.)  Info/rsvp: 
sunnysideup8@nc.rr.com 

Quo  Vadis  Group, 

December  1  5,  7  p.m.  -  9 
p.m.  High  school  age  boys 
are  invited  to  attend  the 
Quo  Vadis  group,  which 
meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month. 
Quo  Vadis  provides  a 
fraternal  environment 
and  an  opportunity  to 
gather  for  fellowship, 
prayer  and  a  discussion 
on  discernment  and 
vocations.  Please  contact 
the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  more  information  at 
919.832.6279. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 

for  Women,  December 


1  7,  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral, 
2 1  9  Edenton  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27603. 
Single  Catholic  women 
between  the  ages  of  1  7- 
45  who  are  committed 
to  praying  for  vocations, 
growing  in  holiness  while 
in  the  midst  of  the  world, 
and  discerning  the  call  of 
Christ  are  invited  to  the 
Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women.  Thursday 
evening  meetings  will 
begin  in  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  with  Adoration 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
at  7  pm  followed  by 
Benediction.  At  8  pm 
the  group  will  move  to 
the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  fellowship  and 
discussions.  Meetings 
should  end  by  9  pm.  Next 
group  on  January  1  4, 
2010.  Contact  Fr.  Ned 


Shlesinger,  vocations® 
raldioc.org. 

SEARCH  Team  Training, 

January  8,  7  p.m.  - 
January  10,  10:45 
a.m.  at  Short  Journey 
Center,  2323  Cleveland 
Road,  Smithfield,  NC 
27577.  SEARCH  Team 
Training  is  a  weekend 
for  youth  who  have 
made  previous  Search 
Retreats.  Participants 
will  be  given  training  in 
peer  ministry,  leadership 
skills,  giving  faith  talks, 
community  building,  and 
coordinating  the  weekend 
schedule.  Teams  are 
chosen  for  upcoming 
Searches  from  Team 
Training  participants.  They 
are  supervised  by  adults 
who  work  with  youth. 
Fee:  $105.  Registration 
Deadline:  December 
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21,  2009.  Contact  the 
Office  for  Youth  Ministry  at 
919.821.9770. 

Priesthood 
Discernment  Group, 

December  1  9,  9  a.m.  - 
1  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  2 1  9  Edenton 
Street,  Raleigh,  NC 
27603.  Adult  Catholic 
men  between  the  ages 
of  1  7-48  discerning  a 
possible  call  to  Priesthood 
are  invited  to  the 
Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  meetings  held  on 
the  third  Saturday  of  each 
month.  If  you  are  just 
beginning  to  contemplate 
a  vocation  or  are  more 
serious  about  a  call  to 
priesthood  please  consider 
attending  this  group.  The 
Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  provides  a 


fraternal  environment  in 
which  to  discuss  your 
discernment  of  a  possible 
call  to  Priesthood  with 
other  men  who  are  also 
examining  the  call.  The 
group  discusses  issues 
central  to  the  call  and 
does  so  within  the  context 
of  prayer,  presentations, 
and  discussion.  The 
morning  begins  with  Mass. 
Coffee  and  doughnuts  will 
be  available  in  the  Office 
of  Vocations  (two  doors 
down  from  the  Cathedral) 
after  Mass.  Morning 
Prayer,  a  discussion/ 
presentation  about 
discernment/Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch 
follow.  Next  Discernment 
Group  January  16,  2010. 
For  more  information 
contact  the  Vocations 
Office,  919.832.6279. 


St.  Martin  de  Porres 
Shrine  Dedicated 


►►  A  bronze  statue  of  St.  Martin  de  Porres  was  blessed 
and  dedicated  at  St.  Joseph  Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh 
on  November  3,  St.  Martin's  feast  day.  The  shrine  empha- 
sizes the  connection  between  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Monica 
parishes.  When  St.  Monica  was  closed  in  1  968,  many  of 
its  parishioners  made  St.  Joseph  their  spiritual  home. 

The  Dominican  Fathers  staffed  St.  Monica's  Chapel/ 
Church  in  Raleigh  for  many  years,  and  the  original  statue 
of  then  Blessed  Martin  was  sculpted  in  clay  in  1  930  -  the 
year  St.  Monica  began  --  by  a  Dominican  priest,  Father 
Thomas  McGlynn.  In  1  962,  the  year  of  St.  Martin's 
canonization,  the  statue  was  cast  in  bronze  for  Providence 
College.  By  then  Father  McGlynn  was  a  world-renowned 
sculptor.  The  work  for  St.  Joseph's  statue  was  carried  out 
by  a  noted  foundry  in  Rhode  Island  under  the  supervision 
of  Father  Richard  McAllister,  a  Dominican  professor  at 
Providence  College. 

At  the  dedication  liturgy,  Fr.  Bruce  B.  Schultz,  O.P,  gave 
a  homily  on  St.  Martin.  Monsignor  Thomas  P.  Hadden, 
a  former  member  and  Pastor  of  St.  Monica  and  Vicar  of 
African  Ancestry  Ministry  and  Evangelization  (AAMEN) 
presided  at  the  liturgy.  Sr.  Margaret  Gallagher,  IHM,  and 
Sr.  Elizabeth  Bullen,  IHM,  among  the  last  Sisters  to  serve 
at  St.  Monica,  were  honored  guests. 

Duke  Conference  Honors  Memory 
of  Father  Edward  Mahoney 

A  conference  honoring  the  memory  of  Father  Edward 
P.  Mahoney  was  held  at  Duke  University,  November  6-7. 
Father  Mahoney,  a  priest  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  passed 
away  on  January  8,  2009.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Duke 
Department  of  Philosophy  for  40  years,  specializing  in 
medieval  and  Renaissance  philosophy.  The  two-day  confer- 
ence focused  on  "Metaphysics  and  Psychology  in  Late 
Medieval  and  Renaissance  Philosophy." 


Upcoming  events 
at  Avila  Retreat 
Center 

71  1  Mason  Road, 
Durham.  2771  2.  To 
register  or  for  more 
information,  call 
919.477.1285. 


Women's  Seren- 
ity Retreat,  January 
8-10,  2010,  Friday  7 

p.m.  -  Sunday  1  1  a.m.  Theme:  "Serenity:  To  Be  or  Not 
to  Be."  As  recovering  women  we  will  interactively  look  at 
our  lives  from  the  perspective  of  serenity.  What  is  true 
serenity?  Is  it  attainable?  Is  true  serenity  possible  for  us 
in  recovery?  What  must  I  do,  change  or  keep  in  my  life 
to  attain  or  retain  true  serenity?  The  Spirituality  of  the 
Twelve  Steps,  as  well  as  the  Serenity  Prayer,  will  be  the 
basis  for  this  retreat.  Presenter:  Sr.  Linda  Fisher,  ASC,  is 
a  teacher  by  profession.  Sister  Linda  left  the  classroom 
in  2004.  Since  then  she  has  been  involved  in  full  time 
1  2  Step  retreat  ministry.  Sister  Linda  has  been  a  grate- 
ful recovering  alcoholic  for  the  past  1  8  years  and  says 
she  loves  giving  recovery  retreats  because  she  "receives 
every  bit  as  much  as  she  gives."  Donation:  $1  30. 
i    j 


The  mission  church  of  St.  Peter  the  Fisherman  in  Oriental, 
NC,  exists  for  one  reason:  The  Catholics  in  Oriental  want- 
ed it,  and  did  everything  necessary  to  make  it  happen.  The 
dedication  of  the  church  by  Bishop  E  Joseph  Gossman  in 
2005  marked  the  culmination  of  a  true  grassroots  effort  by  Catho- 
lics in  eastern  Pamlico  County  to  establish  their  faith  community 


Many  of  the  Catholics  in  the  area 
came  as  retirees  from  the  north- 
east. While  the  cost  of  coastal  real 
estate  has  soared  in  recent  years, 
many  of  those  who  settled  in  Ori- 
ental in  the  early  '90s  were  retired 
teachers,  policemen,  military  per- 
sonnel or  small  business  owners. 

In  1996,  the  Diocese  officially 
called  together  the  gathering  of 
Catholics  in  Oriental  as  a  faith 
community,  and  Sister  Maria 
Goretti  Timpiero,  IHM,  was  ap- 
pointed pastoral  administrator. 
She  would  hold  that  position  for 
six  years,  while  the  community 
worshipped  in  the  local  Method- 
ist church.  Msgr.  Gerald  L.  Lewis 
succeeded  her  and  began  the  drive 
to  build  a  church  building.  He  led 
the  fundraising  effort,  bringing  in 
$50,000  from  benefactors  outside 
the  parish  in  addition  to  what 


was  raised  locally.  With  John 
Bischoff  and  David  Brook- 
man  as  leaders  among 
the  parishioners, 
construc- 
tion of  the 
church 

building  began  in  2004. 

"We  had  people  carrying  brick, 
handling  hammers,  painting, 
putting  in  siding  and  ceilings  and 
lights,"  Msgr.  Lewis  recalls.  "It  was 
a  real  hands-on  effort." 

Deacon  Bob  Whitfield  fol- 
lowed Msgr.  Lewis  as  pastoral 
administrator  for  two  years. 
Deacon  Whitfield  gave  special 
care  to  ministry  to  the  Hispanic 
community.  Today  more  than  a 
hundred  families  are  registered 
at  St.  Peter  and  the  parishioners 
manage  most  of  the  activities  of 
the  parish.  Father  Paul  Mizener, 


the  Diocese  of 
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1 149  White 
Farm  Rd 
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28571 

252.249.3687 


Parochial  Vicar  at  St.  Paul  Parish 
in  New  Bern  and  the  current 
Pastoral  Administrator  of  St.  Pe- 
ter, affirms  that  the  parishioners' 
hands-on  involvement  in  their 
church  hasn't  diminished. 

"If  I  need  fifty  volunteers  for 
a  project,  they're  right  there," 
Father  Mizener  says.  "They  have 
a  huge  amount 
HL  of  energy  and 
they  enjoy 
p^fl        B  doing  the 
WtimnjBF^fi  work."  He 
'  i  iJtl      ^      cues  various 
outreach  efforts, 
including  a  program 
that  collects  and  distributes 
food  for  the  poor.  Parishio- 
ner Alice  Sontag  now  runs  that 
program,  an  ecumenical  effort 
involving  several  local  churches 
and  feeding  the  needy  through- 
out Pamlico  County. 

St.  Peter  himself  had  a  famous 
moment  of  doubt  when  he  sud- 
denly found  himself  walking 
on  water.  But  the  community  in 
Oriental  which  took  his  name 
seems  never  to  have  abandoned  its 
confidence  that  it  can  accomplish 
all  things  in  the  Lord. 
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BELLE  MEADE 

ai  ST.  JOSEPH  of  (Ac  PINES 


Come  Live  the  Life  You  Want 

Whether  you  embrace  the  gated,  resort  style  of  Belle  Meade  or 

the  timeless,  classic  style  of  Pine  Knoll, 
you  will  find  your  future  begins  with  St.  Joseph  of  the  Pines. 


PINE  KNOLL 

•<  Sr  /OSEPH  ofU*  PINES 


To  learn  more  about  continuing  care  retirement  living  at 
Belle  Meade  and  Pine  Knoll,  call 
910.246.1008  or  800.343.7463 


Merry  Christmas 

from 


ST.  JOSEPH  of  the  PINES 

www.sjp.org 


Nationally 
Accredited 


"You  feel  Pepnybyrn's  unique 
Spirit  right  away." 

From  left,  Pennybyrn  residents  Bill  Horney  and  Ben  Leach  in  the 
community's  Irish  Pub,  with  Wait  Captain  Ahmed  Emmissay. 


Ben  Leach  tirelessly  researched  retirement 
communities  before  deciding  upon  Pennybyrn. 
"It's  new,  so  easy  to  make  friends,  great  dining,  won- 
derful pool  and  fitness  center,  and  then  there's  the 
unique  spirit.  Sister  Lucy  genuinely  strives  to  make 
everyone  feel  comfortable,  and  it  prevails  through- 
out the  community."  And  of  course,  Ben  enjoys  an 
occasional  snack  in  the  Irish  Pub.  "I've  met  so  many 
people  with  interesting  life  stories;  it's  easy  to  enjoy 
yourself.  Pennybyrn  is  an  exceptional  choice." 

You  too  can  choose  the  best. 
Call  (336)  821-4050  or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 


atMARYFIELD 


Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 


www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 

Located  less  than  a  mile  from  downtown  Jamestown 
and  only  10  minutes  from  Greensboro. 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
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For  the  latest  diocesan  news 


information  loSon  to  www.dioceseofr3leigh.orSi 


use  your  IRA  as  never  before 
to  make  a  ^|ft t0  tne  Catno^c  Cnurc 


The  Tax  Extenders  and  Alternative  Minimum  Tax  Relief  Act 
of  2008  offers  a  welcome  incentive  to  donors  who  want  to 
use  the  money  in  their  IRAs  to  make  charitable  gifts. 

How  the  Law  Works:  The  IRA  rollover  provision  allows 
charitable  distributions  of  up  to  $100,000  from  an  IRA  or  a 
Roth  IRA  to  be  excluded  from  your  gross  income.  In  addition, 
the  amount  rolled  over  will  count  against  a  donor's  minimum 
distribution  requirement.  As  in  previous  versions  of  IRA  rollover 
legislation,  there  is  no  federal  income  tax  deduction  available  for 
these  contributions  in  addition  to  their  exclusion  from  income. 

How  to  Make  a  Gift:  Contact  your  IRA  custodian  to 
transfer  your  desired  gift  amount  to  the  Catholic  Church. 


Example  On  How  The  Law  Works: 


Pat,  aged  80,  has  $1,000,000  in  an  IRA  and  has  pledged  to  give  $5,000 
to  her  church  this  year.  If  Pat  transfers  $5,000  from  the  IRA,  she  will 
avoid  paying  income  tax  on  that  amount.  She  cannot,  however,  claim  a 
charitable  deduction  -  it  is  a  pure  "wash."  Pat  has  found  an  easy  way  to 
benefit  her  church  without  tax  complications.  Pat  could  give  a  gift  up  to 
$100,000.  If  her  spouse  has  an  IRA  and  is  70-1/2  or  older,  he  can  also 
give  up  to  $100,000  each  year. 


You  may  contribute  funds  this  way  if: 

•  You  are  age  70-1/2  or  older 

•  The  gift  is  $100,000  or  less  each  year 

•  You  make  the  gift  on  or  before  Dec.  31,  2009 

•  You  transfer  funds  directly  from  an  IRA  or  Rollover  IRA 
to  the  charity 

•  You  transfer  the  gift  outright  to  one  or  more  public  charities; 
rollovers  to  a  planned  gift,  such  as  a  gift  annuity  or  a  charitable 
remainder  trust,  do  not  qualify. 


For  more  information  or  to  receive  a  sample 
letter  to  send  to  your  IRA  administrator,  please 
call  the  Office  of  Stewardship  &  Institutional 
Advancement  at  (919)  821-9721  or  send  an 
email  to:  mike.pedley@raldioc.org 
You  may  also  write  to:  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
715  Nazareth  St.  Raleigh.  NC  27606. 


Visit  our  Web  Site:  www.dioceseofraleigl 
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Many  of  us,  I  am  sure,  began  our  New  Year  by 
making  resolutions.  Often,  they  are  familiar  ones: 
exercise  more  frequently,  lose  weight,  stay  in  con- 
tact with  family  and  friends  and  slow  down  just  a 
bit.  All  of  these  are  good  intentions.  However,  we  may  discover 
that  before  long  we  leave  behind  the  resolutions  and  fall  back 
into  our  former  way  of  behaving  and  living.  Why  is  that? 


Often,  we  forget  that  any 
change  in  the  way  we  live  is  a 
day-to-day  conversion.  Every 
day,  it  is  essential  that  we 
examine  our  progress.  If  we 
discover  that  we  have  moved 
away  from  our  resolution, 
then  we  "pick  ourselves  up" 
and  begin  anew  immediately. 
This  avoids  the  frustration  and 
disappointment  that  can  easily  consume  us 
when  we  approach  our  goals  as  long-term  plans 
rather  than  on  a  daily  basis. 

Yet  the  key  reason  we  often  fail  in  keeping 
our  resolutions  is  because  we  rely  on  our  own 
strength.  We  can  be  deceived  into  thinking  that  it 
is  sufficient  to  rely  on  "my"  determination,  will  and 
efforts.  That  is  never  the  case!  We  are  completely 
dependent  on  the  Lord  and  His  divine  assistance. 
Thus,  at  the  beginning  and  conclusion  of  each  day, 
we  must  seek  the  amazing  grace  that  the  Lord 
offers  to  us  in  prayer.  We  must  find  our  strength  in 
the  Sacraments,  most  especially  the  Holy  Eucha- 
rist. We  must  seek  the  intercession  and  protection 
of  Our  Blessed  Mother.  If  we  remain  faithful  to 
these  resolutions,  then  all  things  are  possible! 

The  Church  in  the  United  States  is  very  busy 
in  the  month  of  January!  We  celebrate  Respect 
Life  Month,  Migration  Week,  Christian  Unity 
Week,  Vocation  Awareness  Week  and  begin 
Catholic  Schools  Week.  These  special  occa- 
sions and  their  themes  may  help  to  add  to  our 
list  of  resolutions  for  the  New  Year. 

Perhaps  we  can  renew  our  commitments  to: 
1 .  Live  daily  with  the  conviction  that  we  are 
temples  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  reflect  that  in 
the  way  we  respect  and  treat  our  own  bod- 
ies; 2.  Pray  and  work  tirelessly  for  the  unborn 
and  the  most  vulnerable  in  our  midst,  seek- 
ing ways  in  our  parishes  and  personal  lives  to 
protect  and  defend  them;  3.  Be  respectful  of  all 
persons,  especially  those  who  may  feel  alien- 
ated and  alone.  Participate  in  the  process  that 
will  encourage  our  legislators  to  work  on  behalf 
of  just  and  comprehensive  immigration  reform; 


Resolutions  Rooted 
in  the  Lord 


4.  Strive  to  live  in  unity  with  all  persons  so  that 
we,  as  Jesus  prayed,  may  all  be  one.  Seek  ways 
to  join  efforts  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ  in  promoting  peace  and  justice  within  our 
communities;  5.  Pray  daily  and  by  name  for  our 
seminarians.  Ask  the  Lord  to  grant  our  Dio- 
cese more  priests  and  an  increase  of  vocations 
to  religious  life;  6.  Seek  ways  to  support  our 
Catholic  schools  and  faith  formation  programs 
and  consider  offering  your  services  in  transmit- 
ting the  faith 


to  our  young 
people. 

All  of  these 
goals  are 
worthy  of  our 
consideration 
and  will  help 
to  build  and 
strengthen 
the  Body  of 
Christ.  Yet  all 
of  them  are 
also  in  vain 
unless  our 
main  resolu- 
tions for  the  New  Year  are  to  pray  ever  more 
fervently  with  complete  dependency  on  the  Lord, 
to  find  our  strength  in  the  Eucharist  and  to  seek 
Mary's  intercession  and  protection.  Then,  and 
only  then,  are  all  things  possible! 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  Our  Lord  Jesus 
will  bless  you  and  all  those  you  love  and  serve 
with  abundant  peace  and  joy  throughout  this  New 
Year  and  always. 


We  are  completely  dependent 
on  the  Lord  and  His  divine  as- 
sistance. Thus,  at  the  begin- 
ning and  conclusion  of  each 
day,  we  must  seek  the  amazing 
grace  that  the  Lord  offers  to 
us  in  prayer.  We  must  find  our 
strength  in  the  Sacraments,  most 
especially  the  Holy  Eucharist. 
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On  Saturday,  January  30th,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh,  will  celebrate  Mass  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church  in 
Raleigh  for  four  Religious  Sisters  celebrating  milestones  of  service  in  2010. 
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Sister  Grace  Campbell, 
IHM- 50  Years 


Sister  Grace  is  a  Sister 
Servant  of  the  Immaculate  Heart 
of  Mary  of  Scranton,  PA.  She 
met  her  Congregation  in  first 
grade  and  wanted  to  be  an  IHM 
Sister  from  that  time.  Her  deeply 
prayerful  family  fully  supported 
her  entry  into  the  Congregation, 
even  though  as  the  youngest 
she  might  have  been  the  one  to 
care  for  them  in  their  elder  years. 
Sister  loved  teaching,  especially 
first  grade,  and  she  served  as 
principal  for  three  years. 
It  was  during  these  years  that 


Sister  Mary  Jean 
Korejwo,  SND  - 
50  Years 


Sister  Mary  Jean  is  a  member 
of  the  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame  of 
Chardon,  Ohio.  St.  Julie  Billiart 


YEARS 

she  began  visiting  the  sick  at  the 
hospital  next  door  to  the  convent. 
In  time,  she  realized  that  she  was 
called  to  serve  the  infirm  and 
studied  for  her  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education  certificate.  After  twelve 
years  as  a  hospital  chaplain,  she 
became  pastoral  administrator  at 
St.  Elizabeth  Parish  in  Farmville, 
NC.  Her  pastoral  experience  led 
her  to  study  spiritual  gerontology 
or  a  deepening  of  spirituality  for 
people  who  are  retired  or  ill.  "God 
saves  the  best  for  last,"  she  claims, 
and  she  delights  in  the  opportunity 
she  now  has  to  provide  faith  forma- 
tion and  encourage  a  deepened  re- 
lationship with  God  for  the  people 
of  St.  Paul's  Parish  in  New  Bern. 


YEARS 

founded  the  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame, 
which  branched  out  to  form  three 
Congregations.  One  of  these  was 
the  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame  of  Coes- 
feld,  Germany.  In  1 874,  a  group  of 
these  Sisters  arrived  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio  to  escape  the  Kulterkampf 
under  the  Prussian  leader,  Otto 


Sister  Grace  prays  the  mis- 
sion/direction statement  of  her 
Congregation  every  morning:  "To 
continue  the  redeeming  mission 
of  Jesus  Christ  by  reaching  out  to 
all  God's  people  in  joyful,  loving, 
hospitable  service."  Founded  by 
Mother  Theresa  Maxis,  a  woman 
with  both  Haitian  and  British 
roots,  her  Congregation  has  a 
special  concern  for  diversity  and 
the  inclusion  of  all  people.  She 
recounts  that  the  IHM  Sisters 
came  to  North  Carolina  to  teach 
African  American  children  dur- 
ing the  period  of  Jim  Crow  in 
the  South,  and  now  the  Sisters 
have  a  special  concern  for 
Spanish-speaking  newcomers. 
Her  own  life  is  energized  by  her 
prayer,  the  Eucharist  and  love  of 
the  Blessed  Mother.  A  favorite 
Scripture  passage  is,  "I  came 
that  you  may  have  life  and  have 
it  more  abundantly."  She  finds 
her  community  and  those  whom 
she  serves  to  be  life  giving.  The 
future  of  religious  life  will  look  dif- 
ferent, she  believes,  but  women 
of  warm,  hospitable,  selfless 
service  will  remain  at  the  heart  of 
the  Church. 


von  Bismark.  In  Ohio,  the  Sisters 
opened  schools  guided  by  their 
vision  to  "proclaim  the  goodness  of 
God  and  His  provident  care." 

Sister  Mary  Jean  met  these 
Sisters  when  she  attended  Notre 
Dame  College  of  Ohio,  and  she 
was  attracted  by  their  care  and 
concern  for  the  young  women  they 
taught.  Sister  particularly  recalls 
the  Congregation's  consistent 
message  that  "God  is  good  and 
not  to  be  feared".  Sister  Mary 
Jean  began  teaching  high  school 
biology  and  math  as  soon  as  she 
made  first  vows  and  continued 
for  37  years:  1 3  in  the  Diocese 
of  Cleveland,  2 1  in  the  Diocese 
of  Youngstown  and  three  years  at 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School 
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Sister  Helene 
Therese  McGroarty, 
IHM- 50  Years 


Sister  Helene  Therese  is  a 
member  of  the  Sister  Servants 
of  the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary 
of  Philadelphia.  She  explained 
the  spirit  of  her  Congregation 
with  the  words  from  the  mission 
statement  that  the  Sisters  live  a 
life  of  "creative  hope,  fidelity  and 
imitation  of  Mary;  they  radiate 


YEARS 

joyful  service  and  Gospel  values 
through  evangelization,  cateche- 
sis,  and  teaching." 

In  her  sophomore  year  in  high 
school,  Sister  yearned  to  serve 
in  the  missions.  After  considering 
several  missionary  communities, 
she  joined  the  IHM  Sisters,  who 
had  been  her  teachers  and  mod- 
els for  religious  life.  Her  family 
was  a  bit  surprised  but  offered  no 
resistance  to  Sister's  life  choice. 

Over  30  years  of  her 
ministry  have  been  spent  in 


Latin  America  as  a  teacher.  She 
taught  religion  in  high  school 
and  in  summers  went  into  the 
jungle  to  do  pastoral  work  and 
teach  catechetics.  She  col- 
laborated with  the  local  Jesuit 
community  by  teaching  in  two 
Fe  y  Alegria  (Faith  and  Joy) 
schools  for  the  very  poor,  begin- 
ning one  school  year  in  a  shack 
made  of  straw.  (She  loved  it!)  At 
one  point  Sister  returned  to  the 
U.S.  to  support  her  aging  father. 
During  this  time,  she  ministered 
in  Shenandoah  with  the  Spanish- 
speaking  community  before 
returning  to  Chile. 

While  she  was  teaching  in 
Chile  she  learned  that  Bishop 
Burbidge  was  searching  for 
Sisters  with  Spanish  language 
skills.  Sister  talked  with  Monsi- 
gnor  O'Connor,  Pastor  of  St. 
Michael's  in  Cary,  about  the 
needs  of  the  Spanish-speaking 
community  of  St.  Michael's  and 
returned  to  the  U.S.  to  serve 


there.  Sister  works  with  others 
on  the  parish  team  to  provide 
faith  formation,  retreats,  RCIA, 
hospice  and  family  visiting  to 
the  Spanish-speaking  parishio- 
ners. On  two  evenings  a  week, 
Sister  and  a  co-worker  go  to 
the  trailer  parks,  where  many 
of  these  parishioners  live,  to 
say  the  Rosary  with  them  and 
to  encourage  them.  They  hold 
Bible  classes  for  these  parish- 
ioners, and  during  the  summer, 
they  offer  faith  formation  for  the 
children. 

She  claims  that  the  people 
she  serves  and  those  she  serves 
with  have  sustained  her  and 
made  her  a  better  person.  She 
is  grateful  for  all  the  spiri- 
tual benefits  she  has  received 
through  her  beloved  IHM  com- 
munity. She  says  that  she  is  full 
of  hope  and  at  peace  about  the 
future  of  religious  life  because 
"God  has  brought  us  this  far  and 
will  continue  to  lead  us." 


Sister  Mary  Margaret 
Filan,IHM-  40  Years 


YEARS 


Sister  Mary  Margaret 
Filan  is  a  member  of  the  Sis- 
ter Servants  of  the  Immacu- 


in  Raleigh.  Sister  continued 
ministering  at  Cardinal  Gibbons 
as  a  member  of  the  Develop- 
ment Office  for  eight  years,  and 
now  serves  as  an  administrative 
assistant  in  the  business  and 
admissions  offices. 

The  great  gift  to  Sister  has 
been  the  people  she  has  come 
in  contact  with  in  her  ministries 
and  communities.  She  believes  in 
immersing  herself  in  her  current 
community,  and  she  is  buoyed  in 
her  faith  and  prayer  by  four  other 
Sisters  of  Notre  Dame  in  the 
Raleigh  area.  Her  spirituality  and 
strong  ties  to  her  Notre  Dame 
Congregation  sustain  her,  and 
she  travels  to  Chardon  four  or 
five  times  each  year  for  Congre- 


gational activities. 

While  Sister  Mary  Jean  is  not 
certain  what  the  life  of  apostolic 
women  religious  will  look  like  in 
the  coming  years,  she  suspects 
it  will  resemble  the  kind  of 
inter-Congregational  ministry 
and  spiritual  support  that  is  seen 
among  the  Sisters  of  so  many 
different  Congregations  in  the 
Raleigh  Diocese.  She  believes 
that  personal  commitment  to 
God  and  openness  to  what  God 
calls  her  to  be  are  the  ways  in 
which  she  can  best  nourish  the 
Catholic  communities  where  she 
lives  and  ministers.  Her  lifelong 
motto  comes  from  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles:  "Silver  and  gold,  I  have 
not,  but  what  I  have  I  give." 


late  Heart  of  Mary  of  Phila- 
delphia. This  community  was 
founded  in  1  845  in  Michigan 
by  Fr.  Louis  Florent  Gillet,  a 
Redemptorist  priest,  with  the 
teachings  of  St.  Alphonsus 
Liguori  as  the  spiritual  root  of 
the  Congregation.  The  Sisters 
were  invited  in  1  859  to  come 
to  Philadelphia  by  St.  John 
Neumann,  Bishop  of  Philadel- 
phia and  also  a  Redemptorist 
priest.  There  they  established 
schools  for  education  in  the 
Gospel,  from  primary  years 
through  higher  education  at 
Immaculata  College.  Raised 
by  loving  Catholic  parents, 
Sister  received  her  family's 
blessing  to  enter  the  Congre- 
gation and  her  happiness  in 
the  novitiate  convinced  them 
she  was  doing  God's  Will. 

Sister  Mary  Margaret  was 
taught  by  the  IHM  Sisters 
and  became  interested  in 
the  missions  when  she  heard 
talks  about  them.  A  few  years 
after  her  profession,  she  went 
to  Latin  America  where  she 
spent  over  20  years  minister- 
ing in  Chile  and  Peru.  Sister 
taught  music  and  religion  in 
San  Antonio  de  Mujeres  in 
Callao,  Peru,  and  supported 
the  liturgies  at  her  parish 
church  with  her  music.  Return- 
ing to  the  U.S.  for  a  period, 


Sister  ministered  as  a  Director 
of  Religious  Education  in  a 
Levittown,  Pa.  parish  with 
a  large  contingent  of  Span- 
ish speakers.  After  returning 
to  Villa  Maria  in  Chile,  she 
learned  that  Bishop  Burbidge 
was  looking  for  Spanish- 
speaking  Sisters  to  minister 
in  North  Carolina.  Missioned 
to  St.  Bernadette's  in  Fuquay 
Varina,  Sister  is  the  director 
of  religious  education  to  the 
Spanish-speaking  parishio- 
ners, children  and  adults,  in 
a  catechetical  program  that 
includes  1000  children  and 
celebrates  forty  baptisms  a 
month.  Sister  serves  in  parish 
outreach  services  to  families 
and  nursing  homes;  she  helps 
prepare  young  women  for 
their  quinceanera  ceremonies 
and  arranges  the  altar  server 
schedule  for  the  Masses  in 
Spanish. 

Sister  is  sustained  by  her 
prayer  and  community,  her 
love  for  Our  Blessed  Mother, 
the  Rosary  and  the  Eucharist. 
These,  she  believes,  will  be 
the  bedrock  of  any  future  form 
of  religious  life.  She  considers 
Sisters  as  Daughters  of  the 
Church  and  she  treasures  her 
years  in  community,  calling  it 
a  "jewel,  to  be  able  to  transmit 
the  gift  of  faith." 


i  Penafort,  priest  January  7  |  Feast  of  the  Baptism  of  the  Lord  January  1 0 1  St  Hilary,  bishop  and  doctor  of  the  church  January  1 3  |  St  Agnes,  virgin  and  martyr  January  21 


local  news 


Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh, 

Cordially  invites  and  warmly  encourages  the  faithful  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  to  participate  in  the  following  events: 


a.m. 


Respect  Life  Mass 

January  16,  St.  Josephs  Church,  Raleigh,  8:00 
Raleigh  March  for  Life  Rally 

January  16,  1:00  pm  at  Nash  Square,  Raleigh 

March  for  Life:  Washington,  D.C. 

January  22.  Mass  with  Bishop  Burbidge  and  Most  Reverend  Peter  J.  Jugis,  Bishop  of  Charlotte 
1 1:30  a.m.  in  the  Basilica  of  the  National  Shrine  of  the  Immaculate  Conception. 

Please  contact  Sister  Joan  Jurski,  OSF,  at  Jurski@raldioc.org  with  new  information 
regarding  buses  or  questions  about  January  Respect  Life  events. 

Triangle  Bus  Transportation  to  Washington  for  the  March  for  Life: 
Please  contact  Bob  or  Kathy  Klein  at  blk4jmj@juno.com. 


National  Migration  Week 
Focuses  on  Migrant  and 
Refugee  Children 

From  January  3-9,  the  Catholic 
Church  in  the  United  States  celebrat- 
ed National  Migration  Week.  With 
the  theme  "Renewing  Hope,  Seeking 
Justice,"  the  focus  this  year  was  on 
migrant  and  refugee  children,  follow- 
ing the  lead  of  the  Pope  Benedict  XVI, 
who  has  chosen  the  theme  "Minor 
Migrants  and  Refugees"  for  the  201 0 
World  Day  of  Migrants  and  Refugees. 

"Children  are  an  exceptionally 
vulnerable  population.  They  are  easily 
taken  advantage  of,  exploited  and 
abused.  This  is  particularly  true  when 
they  are  undocumented  and  unac- 
companied in  a  foreign  country  and, 
all  too  often,  with  nobody  to  turn  to  for 
help,"  said  Bishop  John  C  Wester  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  chairman  of  the  U.S. 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  (US- 
CCB)  Committee  on  Migration. 

NCC  spoke  with  Father  Bruce 


Bavinger,  SJ,  about  the  challenges 
faced  by  Hispanic  immigrants  and 
their  children  in  North  Carolina. 
Father  Bavinger  has  focused  on  in 
Hispanic  ministry  in  the  Diocese  for 
five  years  in  Wilson,  Rocky  Mount  and 
Roanoke  Rapids.  He  describes  the 
immigrants  he  works  with  as  "incred- 
ibly patient  and  welcoming,"  but  paints 
a  bleak  picture  of 
their  economic 
situation  in  the 
last  two  or  three 
years. 

"Before  the 
downturn,"  he 
says,  "everyone 
was  working. 
No  one  was 
coming  to  our 

church  door  for  help.  Now  that  jobs  are 
scarce  a  lot  of  people  can't  get  enough 
income  to  pay  basic  bills.  They're 
always  on  the  edge  of  getting  kicked 
out  of  where  they're  living  or  losing 
electricity."  The  word  has  gotten  back 


to  Mexico  that  no  one  is  hiring,  Father 
Bavinger  says,  and  now  immigrants 
in  the  U.  S.  are  actually  asking  their 
families  at  home  to  send  money  here. 

"I  think  the  only  thing  that  keeps 
them  here  is  that,  while  the  economy 
is  depressed,  it's  more  stable  than  in 
Mexico.  And  there's  hope  —  you  read 
it  in  the  Hispanic  press  -  for  the  kind 
of  immigration 
reform  the  U.S. 
Bishops  are  sup- 
porting. But  that 
doesn't  answer 
the  job  question." 

Speaking  of  the 
migrant  youth, 
Father  Bavinger 
points  to  the  lack 
of  either  jobs 
or  opportunities  for  higher  education 
in  North  Carolina  for  young  people 
leaving  high  school.  "In  the  Mexican 
press,"  he  says,  "they  talk  about  the 
ni-ni  generation:  ni  trabajando,  n/'es- 
tudiando  -  not  working,  not  studying. 
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St  Vincent,  deacon  and  martyr  January  22  |  Feast  of  St  Paul,  apostle  Janu: 


Cape  Fear  Teens 
Plan  Respect  Life 
Events 

►►  On  an  evening  in  early 
December,  seven  members 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Deanery 
Teens  for  Life  are  meeting 
to  organize  their  pro-life 
activities  for  the  coming 
month.  The  group,  accord- 
ing to  Mrs.  Bev  Jolly,  who 
moderates  the  meetings, 
was  actually  started  two 
years  ago  by  then  1 3-year- 
old  Molly  Lewis,  who  felt 
called  to  pro-life  ministry 
and  brought  a  friend,  Abi- 
gail Reimel,  to  Bev  about 
beginning  an  organization. 
Today  there  are  some  30 
members.  (A  meeting 
conflict  with  the  St.  Therese 
youth  group  means  that 
several  of  the  members  are 
absent  tonight.) 

This  evening,  Abigail 
opens  the  meeting  with 
a  prayer  and  conducts 


business  from  her  laptop. 
The  group  is  winding  up  a 
successful  diaper  drive.  The 
deadline  is  approaching  for 
an  essay  contest;  the  theme 
is  "Stand  Up  Now!  Unite  for 
Life  Principles  -  No  Excep- 
tion! No  Compromise!" 
There's  a  Christmas  party 
coming  up,  and  three  key 
Respect  Life  Events  in  Jan- 
uary: the  Rally  and  March  in 
Raleigh,  the  National  March 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
the  Wilmington  Prayer  Vigil, 
featuring  keynote  speakers, 
prayers  and  readings  by  the 
essay  contest  winners.  The 
group  needs  to  raise  funds 
for  the  trips  to  Raleigh  and 
Washington,  so  a  bake 
sale  at  St.  Mark  Church  in 
early  January  is  also  in  the 
works.  In  March,  the  teens 
will  speak  at  the  Cape  Fear 
Deanery  Respect  Life  Mass 
at  Sacred  Heart  Church  in 
Southport.  Members  also 
participate  in  weekly  prayer 


vigils  at  an  abortion  clinic  in 
Wilmington. 

It's  a  busy  group,  but  the 
happy  energy  in  the  room 
is  infectious.  The  teens  talk 
about  a  process  of  educa- 
tion in  pro-life  issues.  Molly, 
the  founder,  says,  "I  guess 
I  kind  of  grew  up  pro-life, 
going  to  prayer  vigils  and 
all.  But  as  I  started  to  learn 
the  facts  about  life  issues, 
I  felt  like  I  wanted  to  do 
something."  Abigail  says 
that  when  Molly  invited 
her  to  join  the  group,  she 
asked  her  parents  and  they 
encouraged  her,  but  it  was 
after  joining  that  speakers 
and  literature  informed 


her.  'As  I  learned,  I  started 
asking  questions,  going  on 
websites."  Another  girl  talks 
about  seeing  the  National 
Geographic  film,  "In  the 
Womb." 

Several  of  the  members 
will  speak  at  the  Wilming- 
ton Prayer  Vigil,  and  Bev 
Jolly  reminds  the  teens  to 
address  the  whole  spec- 
trum of  respect  for  life 
from  conception  through 
natural  death.  Abigail  ends 
the  meeting  with  another 
prayer,  makes  sure  all  the 
teens  are  clear  on  their 
assignments,  and  they're  off 
into  the  night,  purposeful, 
hopeful,  committed. 


This  generation  makes  up  a  quarter  to 
a  third  of  the  Mexican  population.  So 
perhaps  some  of  that  is  what  we're 
seeing  here,  but  the  fact  is  that  after 
high  school  there's  no  hiring  and  no 
chance  to  go  to  school  even  if  they 
want  to. 

"Of  course  there  are  some  stellar,  in- 
spiring Hispanic  young  people,"  Father 
Bavinger  says.  "The  challenge  is  to  get 
more  of  them  involved  in  church.  The 
charismatic  movement  is  one  avenue. 
And  Cursillo  has  been  very  successful 
for  young  adults. 

"And  our  Bishop  has  repeatedly 
shown  positive  support  for  this  com- 
munity. When  he  celebrates  the  annual 
Hispanic  Heritage  Mass,  he'll  stay  an 
hour  and  a  half  to  meet  people  and 
extend  blessings.  And  people  really  see 
that  and  they're  very  happy." 

In  2003,  the  Bishops  of  the  U.S. 
and  of  Mexico  issued  a  pastoral 
letter  entitled  Strangers  No  Longer: 
Together  on  the  Journey  of  Hope, 
which  called  for  humane  and  com- 


prehensive reform  of  both  U.S.  and 
Mexican  immigration  laws.  Since  then, 
the  Catholic  Church  has  been  very 
involved  in  this  issue  and  consistently 
supported  passage  of  comprehensive 
immigration  reform  legislation. 

In  2005,  the  U.S.  Bishops  launched 
the  Justice  for  Immigrants  Campaign 
to  educate  the  public  about  Church 
teaching  on  migration  and  immigrants 
and  to  create  political  will  for  posi- 
tive immigration  reform.  The  Bishops 
continue  to  be  extensively  involved  in 
recent  debates  over  this  issue. 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  and  a 
member  of  the  USCCB  Commit- 
tee on  Migration,  noted  in  a  recent 
statement,  "Reform  engenders  much 
passion  among  our  citizens.  There  are 
no  simple  solutions  to  this  issue,  but  it 
is  clear  to  the  U.  S.  Bishops  that  our 
present  system  is  not  working  and  we 
must  find  a  way  to  reform  it  so  that  we 
may  respond  realistically  to  the  labor 
demands  of  our  nation,  support  the 


right  of  people  to  immigrate,  and  pro- 
tect the  human  dignity  of  every  person." 

Speaking  in  November,  Theodore 
Cardinal  McCarrick,  Archbishop 
Emeritus  of  Washington,  said  that  "in 
the  New  Testament,  exile  and  home- 
lessness  mark  the  life  of  Christ  ...  So, 
in  Catholic  teaching,  in  the  face  of  the 
immigrant,  the  refugee,  the  asylum- 
seeker,  or  the  trafficking  victim,  we 
see  the  face  of  Christ." 

Pointing  to  the  parable  of  the  Good 
Samaritan,  Cardinal  McCarrick  said 
that  we  are  called  by  our  Lord  to  re- 
spond to  the  stranger.  "As  a  Catholic 
community,"  he  continued,  "we  have 
no  choice  but  to  open  wide  the  doors 
of  our  hearts  and  our  Church  to  all 
who  are  on  the  move.  As  the  body  of 
Christ  on  earth,  the  Church  by  her 
mission  must  reflect  the  teachings  and 
example  of  Christ  the  migrant.  It  is 
part  of  who  we  are.  It  is  our  identity, 
and  service  to  the  migrant,  who  is 
Christ,  is  an  expression  of  our  faith 
and  a  duty  which  we  cannot  forsake." 


Ss.  Timothy  and  Titus,  bishops  January  26  |  St.  Angela  Merici,  virgin  January  27  |  St.  Thomas  Aquinas,  priest  and  doctor  of  the  church  January  28  |  Feast  of  the  Presentation  of  the  Lord  February  2 


Death  of  Father 
James  G.  Dull 


The  Reverend  James 
Gordon  Dull,  Parochial  Vicar 
at  St.  Catherine  of  Siena 
Parish  in  Wake  Forest,  died 
December  1  1  in  Raleigh. 
Father  Dull  was  born  January 
20,  1  947,  in  Passaic  N.J. 
He  graduated  from  Seton 
Hall  University  Divinity 
School  in  1  969  and  was  or- 
dained a  priest  for  the  Arch- 
diocese of  Newark  in  1  973. 
He  served  at  parishes  in 
the  Archdiocese  of  Newark 
and  the  Diocese  of  Trenton 
before  transferring  to  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh,  where 
he  served  as  Parochial  Vicar 
at  St.  Bernadette  in  Fuquay- 
Varina  before  coming  to  St. 
Catherine.  His  funeral  Mass 
was  celebrated  December 
1  6  at  St.  Catherine  of  Siena 
Church  with  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop 
of  Raleigh,  as  Principal  Cel- 
ebrant. Following  the  Mass 
he  was  interred  in  the  priests 
section  of  the  cemetery  at 
Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe 
Church  in  Newton  Grove.  Fr. 
Dull  is  survived  by  his  sister 
Marya  Washington  and  her 
husband  James,  his  broth- 
ers Carl  and  wife  Linda,  and 
John  and  wife  Helen.  Father 
Salvatore  A.  Busichio,  Father 
Dull's  friend  for  44  years, 
delivered  the  homily  at  the 
funeral  Mass,  quoting  from 
the  first  reading:  "He  who 
finds  a  faithful  friend  finds  a 

treasure"  (Sirach  6:14). 


Parishes  Celebrate  Feast  of  Our 
Lady  of  Guadalupe 


•  On  December  1  2,  approximately  60 
churches  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  celebrated 
Masses  and  held  special  events  marking  the 
Feast  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe. 

The  celebration  commemorates  the  appear- 
ance of  Our  Blessed  Mother  to  Saint  Juan 
Diego,  a  poor  Mexican  laborer,  on  Dec.  9, 
1531.  When  Mary  appeared,  she  identified 
herself  as  the  Mother  of  the  True  God,  Creator 
of  all  things,  and  asked  Juan  Diego  to  request 
the  Bishop  of  Mexico  to  build  a  church  on  the 
site  of  the  apparition.  The  Bishop  responded 
by  telling  the  laborer  he  needed  to  see  a  sign 
from  the  Virgin  Mother  in  order  to  believe. 
When  Saint  Juan  Diego  returned  to  the  Bishop 
several  days  later,  he  opened  his  cloth  tilma  and 
roses  fell  to  the  floor.  Inside  his  tilma  was  the 
image  of  the  Holy  Mother.  The  basilica  was  built 
within  two  years  time. 

The  feast  is  celebrated  in  parishes  throughout 
Mexico,  most  of  Latin  America  and  in  a  growing 
number  of  parishes  in  the  United  States  with  a 
re-enactment  of  the  apparition  of  Our  Lady  to 
Saint  Diego. 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F  Burbidge 
celebrated  Mass  at  San  Juan  Diego  Mission 
Church  in  Robbins.  The  Bishop  blessed  a  new 
image  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  prior  to  Mass. 
Three  couples  had  their  marriages  blessed  by 
Father  Bill  John  Acosta-Escobar,  Administrator 
of  the  parish,  who  also  baptized  five  children 
during  the  ceremony.  Each  family  had  its  pic- 
ture taken  with  the  Bishop  as  a  Christmas  gift 
from  the  parish. 

Hundreds  of  parishioners  at  Saint  Mary, 
Mother  of  the  Church  in  Gamer  took  part  in 
the  re-enactment  Friday  evening,  December 
1  1 ,  following  a  procession  of  music  and  dance. 


St.  Mary,  Mother  of 
the  Church,  Garner 


That  was  followed  by  celebration  of  Mass  at 
midnight. 

Feast  day  festivities  at  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion Church  in  Durham  began  early  Friday 
evening  with  a  procession.  The  Church  opened 
for  prayer  and  devotion  at  1  1 :00  PM,  which 
continued  until  5:00  AM,  when  Early  Mass  was 
celebrated.  At  noon  on  Saturday,  approximately 
500  people,  many  in  folkloric  dress,  took  part 
in  a  neighborhood  procession  featuring  prayer, 
dancers  and  song.  The  celebration  concluded 
with  more  than  1  200  people  attending  the 
Feast  Day  Mass  at  2:00  PM. 

In  1 945,  Pope  Pius  XII  proclaimed  Our 
Lady  of  Guadalupe  "Queen  of  Mexico"  and 
"Empress  of  the  Americas,"  a  status  re-affirmed 
by  Pope  John  Paul  II  and  Pope  Benedict  XVI. 
In  1 976,  a  new  Basilica  of  Our  Lady  of  Gua- 
dalupe was  built  near  Mexico  City.  It  reportedly 
attracts  1 0  million  people  a  year,  making  it  the 
most  popular  Marian  shrine  in  the  world. 


Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  Celebrated  Jan.  1 7-24 


"You  Are  Witnesses  of  These  Things"  (Luke  24:48)  is  the  theme  for  the  201 0  week 
of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity.  In  1  908  Father  Paul  Wattson,  Episcopal  priest  and  co- 
founder  of  the  Society  of  the  Atonement  at  Graymoor  (Garrison,  New  York),  introduced 
a  Prayer  Octave  for  Christian  Unity.  Sixty  years  later,  churches  and  parishes  around  the 
world  received  for  the  first  time  material  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity,  which 
had  been  jointly  prepared  by  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  Vatican  Secretariat  for  Promoting  Christian  Unity.  Today,  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  invites  the  whole  Christian  community  throughout  the  world  to 
pray  in  communion  with  the  prayer  of  Jesus  "that  they  all  may  be  one"  (John  1  7:21 ). 

On  Sunday,  January  1  7,  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  will  cel- 
ebrate a  Mass  for  Christian  Unity  at  Holy  Cross  Church  in  Durham  at  1 0  a.m.  The  prayer  for 
Christian  unity  will  also  be  included  in  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  at  each  Mass  during  the  week. 
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Bishop  to  Deacons:  "Look  to  Mary" 


►►  Permanent  Deacons  and  their  wives  came  from 
throughout  the  Diocese  to  gather  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church  in  Raleigh  for  the  annual  Deacon  Convocation  on 
November  2 1  st.  The  day  began  with  Morning  Prayer,  fol- 
lowed by  a  conversation  with  the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh. 

The  Bishop  reported  on  the  recent  meeting  of  the  U.S. 
Bishops  in  Baltimore,  including  their  approval  of  the  new 
translation  of  the  Roman  Missal  and  the  need  for  cateche- 
sis  to  begin  immediately  in  anticipation  of  the  new  Missal's 
implementation.  He  also  thanked  the  Deacons  for  their 
ongoing  formation  efforts,  both  spiritual  and  liturgical.  The 
Deacons  spoke  to  the  Bishop  of  the  pastoral  needs  they 
encounter  in  their  ministry,  noting  the  special  needs  of  the 
elderly  and  the  mentally  ill. 

Following  his  meeting  with  the  Deacons,  the  Bishop 
celebrated  Mass  for  the  Feast  of  the  Presentation  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary.  In  his  homily,  he  pointed  to  the  need 
for  all  the  faithful  to  present  and  reded icate  themselves 
to  do  the  will  of  God.  When  we  encounter  obstacles,  the 
Bishop  said,  we  should  look  to  Mary  as  an  example  of  how 


to  overcome  them.  Reminding  the  Deacons  of  her  title, 
Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help,  he  encouraged  them  to  pray 
for  her  intercession  whenever  they  felt  overwhelmed. 

Mass  was  followed  by  a  luncheon  at  the  Fallon  Center. 
"It  was  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  the  Bishop  to  meet 
with  his  Deacons,"  said  Fr.  James  F.  Garneau,  Director 
of  the  Diocesan  Office  of  Deacons.  "For  him  to  speak  to 
them  of  his  vision  for  the  Diocese,  and  for  the  Deacons 
and  their  wives  to  share  their  experiences  of  Diaconal 
ministry  in  the  Diocese  with  him." 


Diocesan  Web  Site 

Adds  Catholic  News  Service 


►►  The  Web  site  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  added  a  new  resource 
from  Catholic  News  Service.  The  new  feature,  called  Crossplayer,  will  give 
every  visitor  to  the  Diocesan  site  access  to  stories,  photos,  video  and  audio 
of  events  of  importance  to  Catholics  worldwide,  as  well  as  a  live  webcam  on 
St.  Peter's  Square  in  Rome. 

Diocesan  Director  of  Communications  Frank  Morock  said  that  funding  for 
this  new  service  is  made  possible  by  donations  from  throughout  the  United 
States  to  the  annual  Catholic  Communication  Campaign  (CCC)  collection 
held  in  May.  "Donations  are  used  to  support  communication  efforts  on  the 
national  and  local  level,"  Mr.  Morock  said.  "The  annual  cost  of  the  new  CNS 
video  service  to  the  Diocese  will  be  covered  by  the  Diocesan  portion  of  the 
annual  collection,  which  also  funds  Bishop  Burbidge's  Advent  and  Lenten 
messages,  broadcast  throughout  the  Diocese." 

Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  noted,  "Catholic 
News  Service  has  served  the  Church  for  decades,  providing  the  Catholic 
faithful  with  important  news  and  information  on  Church  developments  world- 
wide and  Catholic  teaching  as  it  pertains  to  critical  issues  of  the  day.  As 
we  strive  to  use  every  means  possible  to  teach,  proclaim  and  celebrate  our 
Catholic  faith,  I'm  delighted  that  stories  produced  by  CNS  will  now  be  made 
directly  available  on  our  Diocesan  Web  site.  This  new  service  would  not  be 
possible  without  the  support  by  our  Diocesan  faithful  of  the  annual  Catholic 
Communication  Campaign,  for  which  I'm  truly  grateful. 

"I  encourage  the  faithful  to  visit  our  Web  site  frequently,"  the  Bishop 
continued.  "It  will  make  you  aware  of  current  developments  and  much  good 
news  within  our  Diocese.  It  also  allows  me  the  opportunity  to  speak  with  you 
via  technology.  In  addition,  the  Diocesan  Web  site  points  you  to  the  many 
resources  available  to  respond  to  your  spiritual  and  pastoral  needs." 


Deacon  Candidate 
Instituted  as  Acolyte 


On  December  5th,  Frederick  M. 
"Rick"  Fisher,  Jr.,  a  candidate  for  the  per- 
manent diaconate  from  St.  Paul  Parish  in 
New  Bern,  was  instituted  into  the  Ministry 
of  Acolyte  by  the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  at  a  Mass  celebrated  at  the 
Mt.  Olive  College  chapel  in  Mt.  Olive. 
As  an  Acolyte,  Mr.  Fisher  joins  1 4  other 
men  completing  the  fourth  year  of  a 
five-year  commitment  and  discernment 
process  that  will  lead  them  to  ordination 
as  permanent  deacons  next  June. 

An  Acolyte  is  appointed  to  aid  the 
deacon  and  to  minister  to  the  priest  at 
the  altar,  and  as  a  special  minister  to 
give  Holy  Communion  to  the  faithful  at 
the  liturgy  and  to  the  sick.  Acolytes  may 
also  expose  the  Eucharist  for  public 
adoration  in  the  absence  of  a  priest  or 
deacon.  During  the  institution  ceremony, 
the  candidate  is  reminded  that  he  will 
have  a  special  role  in  the  Church's 
ministry,  since  the  summit  and  source  of 
the  Church's  life  is  the  Eucharist,  which 
builds  up  the  Christian  community  and 
makes  it  grow.  The  candidate  is  asked  to 
show  a  sincere  love  for  Christ's  Mystical 
Body,  God's  holy  people  and  especially 
for  the  weak  and  the  sick. 


I 


Stem  Cell  Ethics  and 

the  Things  We  Refuse  to  Do... 


any  well-intentioned 
l^k   /I     pro-lifers  have 

inadvertently  adopted 
JL  flawed  or  incomplete 

arguments  while  trying  to  defend  the  noblest 
of  causes:  the  plight  of  the  vulnerable  and 
the  unborn.  In  the  debate  over  stem  cells,  for 
example,  a  common  argument  runs  like  this: 


ar 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the  di- 
rector of  education  at 
the  National  Catholic 
Bioethics  Center  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
(www.ncbcenter.org) 


Human  embryonic  stem  cell  research  is  wrong  because 
we  are  witnessing  new  medical  treatments  for  sick  patients 
exclusively  with  adult,  not  embryonic  stem  cells.  Every 
disease  that  has  been  successfully  treated  thus  far  with 
stem  cells  has  relied  on  adult  stem  cells,  while  embryonic 
stem  cells  haven't  produced  any  cures  yet.  Adult  stem  cells 
work,  while  embiyonic  don't,  and  it's  basically  a  waste 
of  resources  to  pursue  something  that  is  not  working. 
Therefore  scientists  should  stop  beating  their  drums 
about  human  embryonic  stem  cells  since  all  the  real-life 
treatments  for  patients  are  occurring  exclusively  with 
adult  stem  cells. 

This  argument,  often  employed  by  those  of  a  pro- 
life  persuasion,  is  flawed  on  a  number  of  counts. 

First,  it  seems  to  presume  that  the  only  yardstick 
for  determining  embiyonic  stem  cell  "success"  will 
be  in  terms  of  benefits  to  patients  who  are  struggling 
with  various  ailments  and  diseases.  Yet  researchers 
themselves  would  argue  that  there  are  many  other 
reasons  to  pursue  embryonic  stem  cell  research.  For 
example,  such  research  is  sure  to  be  valuable  for 


This  month  with 
Father  Tad  Pacholczyk 


gaining  further  insight  into  the  cellular  mechanisms 
underlying  the  development  of  an  organism  and 
is  already  providing  important  clues  about  how  an 
animal  builds  itself  up  from  a  single  starting  cell 
called  the  zygote.  Scientific  research  using  non- 
human  (e.g.  mouse,  rat,  or  monkey)  embryonic 
stem  cells  can  address  these  kinds  of  questions  in  a 
responsible  way  and  clearly  deserves  to  be  funded 
and  promoted.  Such  non-human  embiyonic  stem 
cell  research  is,  in  fact,  a  praiseworthy  and  ethically 
uncontentious  kind  of  scientific  investigation. 

Second,  the  argument  that  adult  stem  cells  are 
helping  sick  patients  while  embiyonic  are  not  -  and 
thus  the  adult  stem  cells  are  "more  ethical"  -  seems 
to  reduce  the  stem  cell  ethics  debate  to  a  discussion 
about  what  works  best,  or  what  is  most  effective.  In 
fact,  however,  the  ethical  concerns  have  very  little  to 
do  with  scientific  efficiency  and  everything  to  do  with 
the  fact  that  researchers  violate  and  destroy  young 
humans  (who  are  still  embryos)  in  order  to  acquire 
their  stem  cells. 

Furthermore,  it  may  be  strictly  a  matter  of  time 
before  the  embryonic  stem  cells  begin  providing 
cures  for  human  patients.  At  any  point  in  the 
future,  we  could  be  greeted  by  a  front  page  news 
story  announcing  a  dramatic  "success,"  perhaps  an 
embiyonic  stem  cell  transplant  allowing  childhood 
diabetics  to  give  up  their  insulin  injections  or 


Kathleen  Walsh  Awarded 
Order  of  the  Long  Leaf  Pine 

On  December  7th,  at  a  luncheon  at 
the  Catholic  Center  in  Raleigh,  Kathleen 
Walsh,  Executive  Director  of  Catholic 
Charities,  received  The  Order  of  the 
Long  Leaf  Pine,  among  the  most  presti- 
gious awards  granted  by  the  Governor  of 
North  Carolina.  On  behalf  of  Governor 
Bev  Perdue,  State  Senator  Josh  Stein 
presented  the  award,  which  recognizes 
individuals  who  have  a  proven  record  of 
extraordinary  service  to  the  state  through 
contributions  to  their  communities,  extra 
effort  in  their  careers,  and  many  years  of 
service  to  their  organizations. 
The  award  was  created  in  1 965,  and 


State  Senator  Josh  Stein  presents 
Kathleen  Walsh  with  the  Order  of  the 
Long  Leaf  Pine. 


its  recipients  have  included  poet  Maya 
Angelou,  Michael  Jordan,  Billy  Graham, 
journalist  Charles  Kuralt  and  the  Most 
Reverend  F.  Joseph  Gossman,  Bishop 
Emeritus  of  Raleigh.  In  a  letter  accom- 


panying the  award  plaque,  Governor 
Perdue  wrote:  "As  Executive  Director  of 
Catholic  Charities,  you  offer  hope  and 
solace  to  vulnerable  citizens.  Your  com- 
passion is  building  stronger  families  and 
communities  across  our  state  and  you 
are  an  inspiration  to  all  who  know  you." 
Among  those  in  attendance  at  the  lun- 
cheon were  Bishop  Gossman,  Catholic 
Charities  staff  and  board  members,  and 
the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh. 

In  2008,  Ms.  Walsh  received  the 
Cross  Pro-Ecclesia  Et  Pontifice  from 
his  Holiness  Pope  Benedict  XVI  in 
recognition  of  her  "love  for  the  Church, 
manifested  in  her  commitment  to  serving 
those  most  in  need." 
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Respecting  the 
Life  We  Share 


paralyzed  patients  to  walk.  That  "success,"  however, 
would  not  change  the  ethical  objections  to  embryo 
destruction  or  make  an  evil  act  a  morally  acceptable 
one  -  though  it  might  increase  the  temptation  for 
some  to  cross  the  objective  ethical  line. 

To  put  it  more  simply:  even  if  it  were  possible  to 
cure  all  diseases  known  to  mankind  by  harvesting 
(and  therefore  killing)  a  single  human  embryo,  it 
would  never  become  ethical  to  do  so.  We  cannot 
choose  evil  that  good  might  come,  nor  can  we  ever 
afford  to  pay  the  steep  ethical  price  of  ignoring  the 
sacrosanct  humanity  of  the  embryo,  that  tiny  creature 
that  each  of  us  once  was  ourselves.  Treating  a  fellow 
human  being,  albeit  a  very  small  one,  as  a  means 
rather  than  an  end,  violates  his  or  her  most  basic 
human  rights. 

In  fact,  the  direct  killing  of  other  humans,  whether 
young  and  embryonic  or  old  and  in  their  dotage,  is 
properly  referred  to  as  an  intrinsic  evil,  meaning  it  is 
in  every  instance  wrong,  and  ought  never  be  chosen 
as  a  human  act.  Intrinsic  evils  do  not  admit  of  any 
legitimate  exceptions.  Once  we  concretely  recognize 
the  immoral  character  of  an  action  prohibited  by  an 
exceptionless  norm,  the  only  ethically  acceptable  act 
is  to  follow  the  requirements  of  the  moral  law  and 
turn  away  from  the  action  which  it  forbids. 

Bioethicist  Paul  Ramsey  put  it  well  in  suggesting 
that  any  man  of  serious  conscience,  when 
discussing  ethics,  will  have  to  conclude  that, 
"there  may  be  some  things  that  men  should 
never  do.  The  good  things  that  men  do  can 
be  made  complete  only  by  the  things  they 
refuse  to  do." 

Refusing  to  destroy  human  embryos 
as  a  scientist  does  not  imply  any 
opposition  to  science  itself,  but  only  to 
unethical  science,  which,  like  unethical 
investment  practices  or  unethical 
medicine,  is  invariably  harmful  to  society. 
Good  science  is  necessarily  ethical  science; 
it  cannot  ever  be  reduced  merely  to  "efficient" 
science,  that  which  might  work  or  "solve  my 
problems"  at  the  expense  of  others.  In  arguing 
for  ethical  science,  those  of  us  working 
to  safeguard  human  life  would  do  well  to 
examine  our  premises  carefully,  so  as  to  avoid 
weak  or  questionable  assumptions  that  could 
undermine  the  thrust  of  our  arguments. 

Send  your  questions  to: 

"Since  you  asked ..." 

715  Nazareth  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 

Or:  reece@raldioc.org 


s  we  were  preparing  our  cover  story  on 
Birthchoice,  the  Gabriel  Project,  Family 
^^■^k    Honor  and  Project  Rachel  for  this  Respect 
JL    -ML.  Life  Month,  I  thought  about  how  these  efforts 
honor  and  protect  human  life  at  its  beginning,  but  they 
also  bring  respect  and  comfort  to  adults  in  need  of  materi- 
al, emotional  and  spiritual  support.  Jackie  Bonk,  Director 
of  Project  Rachel  in  our  Diocese,  put  it  this  way:  "Because 
the  culture  of  death  not  only  destroys  the  unborn  but  the 
souls  and  psyches  of  their  parents,  we  have  to  act  in  two 
ways:  We  can  work  to  prevent  abortion,  and  we  can  Love 
the  mothers  and  fathers  of  the  unborn." 

¥"^X  

m      The  lives  of  the  unborn,  the  lives  of  their  parents  and  the 
parents'  understanding  of  the  sacredness  of  human  life  are 
% intimately  connected.  In  the  same  way,  each  of  us  is  connected 
to  every  one  of  our  brothers  and  sisters.  If  we  fail  to  reverence 
any  human  life  --  the  unborn,  the  immigrant,  the  prisoner, 
r-.^     the  mentally  ill,  the  elderly  --  we  fail  to  reverence  our 
mm.    own  gift  from  God.  What  hurts  one  of  us  hurts  all. 

Thomas  Merton  wrote  in  his  popular  No  Man  Is  an 
■    Island:  "Every  other  man  is  a  piece  of  myself,  for  I 
Wmk    am  a  part  and  member  of  mankind.  Every  Christian 
B    is  part  of  my  own  body,  because  we  are  members 
i  M    of  Christ.  What  I  do  is  also  done  for  them  and  with 
them  and  by  them.  What  they  do  is  done  in  me  and 
by  me  and  for  me.  But  each  one  of  us  remains 
responsible  for  our  own  share  in  the  life  of  the 
whole  body.  Charity  cannot  be  what  it  is  supposed 
to  be  as  long  as  I  do  not  see  that  my  life  represents 
my  own  allotment  in  the  life  of  a  whole  supernatural 
organism  to  which  I  belong." 

Last  year  I  mentioned  a  special  project  for  this 
year's  March  issue  of  NC  Catholics.  That  issue 
comes  out  in  Lent,  when  many  of  you  will  be  praying 
the  Way  of  the  Cross.  Is  there  one  Station  of  the  fourteen 
that  speaks  to  you  in  a  special  way?  Write  me  and  tell  me 
why.  There's  no  word  limit  on  what  you  write,  but  I  expect  the 
versions  chosen  for  the  magazine  will  be  edited  to  50  words 
or  fewer.  You  need  not  send  your  name  if  you  prefer  that  it 
not  be  published;  just  identify  your  parish. 

Since  I  made  the  announcement  last  year  I've  received  sev- 
eral submissions,  but  I'm  hoping  for  more.  I'd  really  appreci- 
ate your  participation  by  February  1 .  Thank  you! 

Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind  sug- 
gestions. You  can  reach  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 
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Feast  day:  January  27 

Patron  saint:  against  illness,  against  sickness,  handicapped 
and  loss  of  parents. 
Canonized:  1 807 

Meaning  of  name:  angel,  messenger 

Claim  to  fame:  Born  in  Desenzano  del  Garda,  Italy,  on  March 
24,  1 474,  Saint  Angela  Merici  was  known  for  her  love  of  solitude 
and  prayer.  At  the  age  of  1 0,  she  and  her  older  sister  were 
orphaned  and  sent  to  live  with  their 
uncle.  Saint  Merici's  sister  died 
suddenly,  inspiring  Saint  Merici  to 
enter  into  the  Franciscan  Tertiary 
at  the  age  of  1 5.  Through  her  life 
of  prayer,  she  received  a  vision 
explaining  that  she  would  inspire 
devout  women.  After  her  uncle's 
death,  Saint  Merici  returned  to  De- 
senzano and  found  a  way  for  1  5th- 
and  1  6th-century  girls  to  receive 
an  education.  She  converted  her 
own  home  into  a  school,  where  she 
taught  girls  about  Christianity. 

On  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy 
Land  in  1 524,  Saint  Merici  lost 
her  sight  but  continued  on  her 
adventure.  When  she  returned  to 
the  place  where  she  lost  her  vision, 
she  recovered  instantly  as  she 
prayed  in  front  of  a  crucifix.  Pope 
Clement  VII  invited  her  to  oversee 
a  religious  order  of  nursing  sisters; 
however,  she  respectfully  turned 
him  down.  Upon  her  return  to 
Desenzano  in  1 535,  Saint  Merici 

found  1  2  virgins  and  created  the  Institute  of  Saint  Ursula,  the  first 
teaching  order  of  women. 

Why  she  is  a  saint:  Saint  Angela  Merici  created  the  Institute 
of  Saint  Ursula,  and,  because  of  her  devotion  to  teaching  Christi- 
anity to  women,  she  was  canonized  in  the  Catholic  Church. 

Best  quotation:  "Beware  of  trying  to  accomplish  anything  by 
force,  for  God  has  given  every  single  person  free  will  and  desires 
to  constrain  none;  he  merely  shows  them  the  way,  invites  them  and 
counsels  them." 

How  she  died:  Saint  Angela  Merici  died  in  January  1 540 
at  the  age  of  65.  Her  relics  remain  in  the  Church  of  Saint  Afra  in 
Brescia,  Italy. 
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Dfa  de  la  fiesta:  27  de  enero 

Patrona:  contra  las  enfermedades  y  dolencias,  de  las 
personas  incapacitadas  y  de  las  personas  huerfanas. 
Canonizada:  1807 

Significado  del  nombre:  angel,  mensajera 

Famosa  por:  Santa  Angela  Merici  nacio  en  Desenzano 
del  Garda,  Italia,  el  24  de  marzo  de  1 474  y  fue  conocida  por 
su  amor  a  la  soledad  y  la  oracion.  Ella  se  quedo  huerfana  a  los 
1 0  anos  de  edad  junto  con  su  hermana 
mayor,  y  ambas  fueron  a  vivir  con  su 
tio.  La  hermana  de  Santa  Merici  murio 
repentinamente  y  esto  la  inspiro  a  entrar 
a  la  tercera  orden  franciscana  a  los  15 
anos.  Dentro  de  su  vida  dedicada  a  la 
oracion,  ella  recibio  una  vision  que  le 
explicaba  que  ella  inspiraria  a  mujeres 
devotas.  Despues  de  la  muerte  de  su 
tio,  Santa  Merici  regreso  a  Desenzano 
y  encontro  una  forma  para  educar 
a  las  ninas  de  los  siglos  1  5  y  16. 
Ella  convirtio  su  casa  en  una  escuela 
donde  enseno  a  las  ninas  acerca  del 
cristianismo. 

En  una  peregrinacion  hacia  Tierra 
Santa  en  1  524,  Santa  Merici  perdio 
la  vista,  pero  continuo  con  su  aventura. 
Cuando  regreso  al  lugar  donde  perdio  la 
vista,  ella  la  recupero  instantaneamente 
mientras  rezaba  frente  a  un  crucifijo.  El 
Papa  Clemente  VII  invito  a  Santa  Merici 
a  supervisar  una  orden  religiosa  de 
hermanas  enfermeras,  sin  embargo  ella 
lo  rechazo  respetuosamente.  Despues 
de  su  regreso  a  Desenzano  en  1  535, 
Santa  Merici  fundo  la  Compania  de  Santa  Ursula  (el  primer 
orden  de  maestras)  junto  con  1  2  virgenes. 

Por  que  es  una  santa:  Angela  Merici  fundo  la  Compania 
de  Santa  Ursula  y  por  su  devocion  a  la  ensenanza  del 
cristianismo  a  las  mujeres  fue  canonizada  en  la  Iglesia  Catolica. 

Frase  mas  conocida:  "Ten  cuidado  de  querer  lograr  algo 
solo  con  la  fuerza,  ya  que  Dios  ha  concedido  a  los  hombres 
la  libertad  y  el  deseo  de  no  limitar  nada,  el  solo  les  muestra  el 
camino,  los  invita  a  seguirlo  y  los  aconseja." 

Como  murio:  Angela  Merici  murio  en  enero  de  1  540  a 
los  65  anos  de  edad.  Sus  restos  permanecen  en  la  Iglesia  de 
Santa  Afra,  Brescia  en  Italia. 


Voices     in     our  Church 


pastor's   perspective  I 


Remembering 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 


Los  migrantes 
y  refugiados 


I 


decided  to  write  this  month  on  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.,  as  I  will  represent  Bishop  Burbidge  this  month 
at  the  annual  Martin  Luther  King  Breakfast.  Dr. 
King  and  his  ministry  are  known  world  wide. 


In  the  days  of  the  Civil  Rights  movement  I  was  a  young 
priest  and  the  Pastor  in  New  Bern.  One  day  Bishop  Vin- 
cent Waters  called  me  and  told  me  to  do  whatever  I  could 
to  foster  the  movement  in  our  Diocese.  The  restriction  he 
placed  on  this  was  wise:  I  was  not  to  demonstrate. 
This  placed  me  in  the  position  to  be  a  mediator  and  to 
foster  dialogue  between  the  races.  When  Black  youths 
were  arrested  for  demonstrating  and  the  jail  was  full,  I 
was  asked  to  talk  to  the  sheriff  and  get  the  young  people 
released.  I  was  active  in  the  Civil  Rights  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Raleigh.  We  used  every  method  we  could  think  of 
to  promote  Civil  Rights  and  to  preach  non-violence. 
This  non-violent  approach,  which  Dr.  King  promoted,  was 
the  key  to  the  strength  of  the  movement.  Peaceful  marches 
and  demonstrations  and  "sit-ins"  at  eating  places  were 
the  tools  used  in  those  tense  times.  The  movement  for 
equality  spread  across  the  nation,  and  Catholic  Religious 
women  were  very  prominent  in  the  marches  of  the  era. 
This  approach  by  Martin  Luther  King  eventually  paid  off 
in  the  civil  rights  laws  passed  by  Congress. 
Bishop  Waters,  a  Virginian,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
ending  separate  churches  in  the  South.  As  a 
Catholic  priest  and  Bishop  he  knew  seg- 
regation was  wrong,  and  ended  it  in  his 
Diocese. 

The  banquet  on  January  18th,  when  I  will 
represent  the  Diocese,  is  organized  by  Mr. 
Bruce  Lightner.  He  belongs  to  a  family  that 
has  always  been  active  in  human  rights. 
His  grandfather  ran  for  civic  office  in 
Raleigh,  unsuccessfully.  But  in  the  70s 
his  son,  Bruces  father,  became  the  first 
and  only  Black  Mayor  of  Raleigh.  Clar- 
ence Everett  Lightner  (1921-2002)  was 
in  fact  the  first  African  American  elected 
mayor  of  a  large  Southern  city.  His  elec- 
tion gained  national  attention  since  only 
16%  of  registered  voters  in  Raleigh  were 
Black,  and  it  was  unique  for  a  white-ma- 
jority city  to  elect  a  Black  candidate  for 
mayor.  Even  more  surprising  to  some 
was  the  fact  that  his  race  was  rarely 
mentioned  in  the  campaign. 


-  Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden 


El  17  de  enero  de  2010  como  Iglesia 
catolica  celebramos  la  96°  jornada 
mundial  del  "Emigrante  y  del 
Refugiado".  El  Papa  Benedicto  XVI 
anuncia  una  vez  mas  que  la  Iglesia  trabaja 
incansablemente  por  los  migrantes  y  de 
manera  especial  por  los  menores. 


Cada  dia  sorprende  el  sinnumero  de  recursos  que  se 
emplean,  casi  en  vano,  para  crearles  barreras  a  los  miles 
que  deciden  emigrar  de  sus  lugares  de  origen  debido 
a  las  razones  politicas,  economicas,  sociales  y  hasta 
promocionales,  gracias  a  los  medios  de  comunicacion. 

Los  que  emigran  son  en  su  mayoria  jovenes  que  se  lanzan 
a  la  conquista  de  un  sueno  y  al  riesgo  de  un  calvario  lleno 
de  sufrimientos,  desprecios  y  discriminaciones.  Pero  las 
consecuencias  son  mas  graves  para  los  menores  de  edad 
que  se  ven  afectados  con  un  sistema  social  que  afecta  su 
desarrollo  fisico,  cultural,  espiritual  y  moral. 

Cada  nino  que  emigra,  no  solo  deja  su  lugar  de  origen  sino 
que  se  ve  afectada  su  educacion  y  en  el  futuro  se  afectara  su 
profesion  y  la  estabilidad  de  la  familia,  se  le  limitaran  sus 
servicios  medicos  y  su  espiritualidad  y  su  moral  se  veran 
atrapadas  por  la  opcidn  de  sobrevivir. 

La  Iglesia  tiene  una  gran  tarea  en  la 
evangelizacion  de  estos  inocentes  que  no 
han  pedido  venir,  pero  los  han  traido  o  han 
nacido  en  una  familia  de  migrantes,  buscan 
un  lugar  de  pertenencia  y  muchas  veces  se 
cierran  todas  las  puertas,  quedando  sin 
derechos,  condenados  por  un  crimen 
que  no  han  cometido.  Los  catolicos 
deben  crecer  en  la  caridad  y  en  la  fe, 
dandoles  la  bienvenida  a  los  migrantes, 
pero  de  manera  especial  a  aquellos 
pequenos  que  como  Jesus  tuvieron 
que  abandonar  su  pais. 

Tambien  la  Iglesia  debe  seguir 
trabajando  para  ayudar  al  mundo 
a  ver  a  los  migrantes  no  como  una 
accion  ilegal  sino  como  un  clamor 
de  la  injusticia  que  clama  hoy  la 
solidaridad  de  todos  y  nos  invita  a 
enriquecernos  con  los  frutos  de  sus 
vidas,  sus  culturas  y  su  fe. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 
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It  was  the  first  week  in 
December,  and  a  young 
woman  was  walking  up  the 
sidewalk  in  North  Raleigh 
with  a  heavy  heart.  She  and 
her  husband  could  barely 
support  themselves  and 
their  three  children,  and 
now  they'd  learned  that 
another  child  was  on  the 
way  They  had  decided  she 
would  have  an  abortion.  As 
she  approached  the  clinic, 
though,  she  noticed  several 
people  just  off  the  property 
praying  the  Rosary  Hesi- 
tantly, she  walked  over  to 
where  they  were  and  asked 
why  they  were  praying. 
When  she  learned  they 
were  praying  for  her,  and 
for  her  unborn  child,  and 
that  people  would  help  her 
keep  her  baby,  she  broke 
down.  There  was  no  way 
she  could  go  through  with 
this.  It  was  wrong. 


Betty  Rogosich,  Director  of  Birthchoice,  a  service  that  tests,  counsels 
and  provides  resources  for  women  with  unexpected  pregnancies,  calls 
a  moment  like  this  a  "rescue."  "We  were  able  to  offer  the  family  help," 
Betty  said.  "We  did  an  ultrasound  which  showed  a  baby  with  a  beauti- 
ful heart  beating  at  six  weeks,  and  we  put  them  in  touch  with  the  Gabriel  Project, 
which  is  helping  them  now." 

In  his  1995  encyclical,  Evangelium  Vitae,  Pope  John  Paul  II  famously  indicted 
the  "Culture  of  Death."  In  the  face  of  this  culture,  however,  passionately  commit- 
ted faithful  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  are  working  to  build  a  Culture  of  Life.  Four 
organizations  that  respond  daily  to  the  material,  spiritual  and  educational  needs 
that  surround  the  beginning  of  life  are  Birthchoice,  the  Gabriel  Project,  Family 
Honor  and  Project  Rachel. 

"I've  met  very  few  women  who  actually  'want'  to  have  an  abortion,"  Betty  says. 
"Most  women  know  instinctively  that  abortion  is  wrong,  but  they  feel  backed  up 
against  the  wall  and  can't  find  a  way  out. 


"I've  met  very  few  women 
who  actually  'want'  to  have 
an  abortion,"  Betty  says. 
"Most  women  know 
instinctively  that 
abortion  is  wrong,  but 
they  feel  backed  up 
against  the  wall  and 
can't  find  a  way  out." 


"Some  women  we  see  are  consider- 
ing abortion  because  they  are  unsure  if 
their  boyfriend  will  stay  with  them  and 
become  a  good  father.  Others  became 
pregnant  hoping  to  marry  and  start  a 
family.  Instead,  faced  with  responsibility 
of  caring  for  a  family,  the  fathers  have 
abandoned  them.  Single  women  who 
already  have  children  are  sometimes 
overwhelmed  with  their  duties  and 
have  gotten  into  a  situation  with  a  new 
boyfriend  only  to  find  that  he  leaves 
after  she  becomes  pregnant. 


"We  see  college  students  afraid  they 
will  have  to  drop  out  of  school,  and  high-schoolers  worried  first  of  all  about  disap- 
pointing their  parents  and  then  about  being  punished.  Sadly,  we  find  many  parents 
of  teens  pushing  their  daughters  to  abort.  Luckily  there  are  some  teens  who  decide 
to  place  their  babies  for  adoption. 

"Married  women  come  in  sometimes  with  their  husbands.  They're  facing 
financial  instability.  They  both  need  to  be  working  outside  the  home,  and  being 
pregnant  will  eventually  necessitate  her  stopping. 

"The  tragic  thing  is  that  all  these  situations  can  be  helped.  At  Birthchoice  and 
with  the  Gabriel  Project,  we  provide  loving  support  and  encouragement,  finan- 
cial help  with  a  utility  bill,  rent,  clothing,  groceries  and  baby  items." 


The  parish-based  Gabriel  Project,  now  operating  out  of  eight  parishes 
in  the  Diocese,  provides  emotional,  spiritual  and  material  support  for 
women  faced  with  "crisis"  pregnancies.  "'Crisis'  usually  means  'unex- 
pected,'" says  Darcy  Holley,  who  coordinates  the  Gabriel  Project  for 
three  parishes,  and  has  been  with  the  Project  for  nine  years.  She  estimates  that 
60%  of  the  referrals  her  group  receives  are  from  Birthchoice,  while  the  rest  come 
from  word  of  mouth  or  people  noticing  their  brochures  in  parishes. 

"We  work  with  an  incredible  variety  of  women,"  she  says.  "We're  working  with 
one  couple  now  who  are  expecting  triplets,  and  the  dad  is  suddenly  unemployed. 
Another  woman's  husband  was  in  the  army  and  went  AWOL,  leaving  her  with  a 
three-year-old,  a  baby  on  the  way  and  no  income,  no  savings,  nothing.  A  neighbor 
noticed  what  was  going  on  and  contacted  us.  A  third  woman  was  shot  during  her 
pregnancy.  She  went  through  three  surgeries  and  the  baby  is  alive  and  well." 

The  Gabriel  Project  provides  baby  items,  maternity  clothing,  transportation, 
sometimes  money  for  rent  or  utilities  or  help  finding  employment.  It's  clear, 
though,  that  spiritual  support  is  part  of  the  ministry  that's  especially  close  to 


Darcy's  heart. 

"We're  forever  praying  for  the 
moms,"  she  says.  "We  don't  judge 
anyone  or  push  religion  on  them,  but 
if  they're  comfortable  we'll  pray  with 
them,  ask  them  to  come  to  Mass  with 
us.  We  do  everything  we  can  to  relieve 
the  burdens  so  they  can  realize  that 
their  baby  is  a  blessing  and  a  cause  for 
joy,  not  worry." 

After  the  baby  is  born,  the  relation- 
ship with  the  family  doesn't  end  for 
Gabriel  Project  volunteers.  "A  lot  of 
times  that's  when  it  really  begins," 
Darcy  laughs.  Like  Betty  Rogosich,  she 
is  a  godmother  to  one  of  the  babies 
she's  helped  welcome  into  the  world. 


The  respect  for  life  that 
Darcy  and  Betty  bring  to 
their  ministries  is  what 
a  third  program,  Family 
Honor,  hopes  to  instill  in  youngsters 
approaching  adolescence.  Linda 
Gaviria,  Director  of  Family  Honor, 
says,  "We  want  to  explain  the  mean- 
ing of  chastity  and  the  truth  about 
God's  plan  for  sexuality,  love  and 
family,  so  children  understand  what 
it  means  to  be  made  in  the  image  of 
God,  and  how  our  bodies  are  meant 
to  reflect  that  image  with  Christ-like 
love." 

Family  Honor,  developed  by  Fam- 
ily Honor,  Inc.,  in  South  Carolina, 


is  more  than  sex  education.  "We 
regard  the  parents  as  the  primary 
educators  of  children  in  sexuality," 
she  says.  "That's  why  we  require 
them  to  accompany  their  children 
at  all  the  sessions.  Also,  unlike  sex 
education,  we  emphasize  the  devel- 
opment of  the  whole  person,  not 
just  biology  and  functions.  We  talk 
about  the  essential  dimensions  that 
make  total  sexual  persons,  what  we 
call  SPICE:  spiritual,  physical,  intel- 
lectual, creative  and  emotional." 

Family  Honor  currently  offers  two 
programs  in  the  Raleigh  Diocese: 


Linda  Gaviria 


Jackie  Bonk 


Changes  &  Chal- 
lenges for  sixth- 
graders  and  Real 
Love  &  Real  Life 
for  eighth-grad- 
ers. Parishes  host 
the  programs;  St. 
Andrew  in  Apex 
will  be  the  site  for 
programs  in  late 
January  and  April 
this  year. 

Both  programs  are  generally  held 
in  the  evening,  one  week  apart,  for 
either  two  or  four  weeks  in  a  row. 
Each  session  lasts  about  two  hours. 

"Imagine  a  large  room  filled  with 
parents  and  children.  They're  sitting 
together  and  the  child  knows  this  is 
a  special  time  with  his  or  her  parent. 
We  set  up  lots  of  colorful  graph- 
ics and  props.  Then  we  do  a  series 
of  fun,  interactive  presentations 
on  various  topics."  There  are  small 
group  breakout  sessions  -  girls  with 
moms,  boys  with  dads  -  on  subjects 
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like  communication,  opposite-sex 
friends  and  risky  behaviors. 

The  programs  are  grounded  in 
Scripture,  the  Catechism  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  Humanac  Vitae  and  Pope 
John  Paul  IPs  "Theology  of  the  Body." 
"We  explain  the  difference  between 
chastity  and  abstinence,"  Linda 
explains.  "Chastity  is  a  virtue  -  a 
positive  habit  developed  over  time 
-  that  says  Yes  to  God's  plan  for 
human  sexuality  and  love.  It's  sexual 
energy  rightly  directed,  sexual 
reverence,  restraint  and  respect.  It's 
a  virtue  that  should  be  brought  into 
marriage." 

One  sixth-grader  commented  after 
Changes  &  Challenges,  "I  learned 
that  sex  is  much  more  than  what 
most  people  think." 


Not  every  unexpected 
pregnancy  has  a  happy 
ending.  Sadly,  4000 
abortions  take  place 
every  day  in  the  U.S.;  30%  of  abor- 
tions are  experienced  by  Catholic 
women  and  50%  of  all  abortions  are 
experienced  by  women  under  the 
age  of  24. 

Betty  Rogosich  acknowledges  that 
"Sometimes  we  face  discourage- 
ment, especially  when  a  woman  has 
just  seen  her  baby  on  the  ultrasound 
screen,  moving  around,  with  arms 
and  legs  waving  and  kicking,  per- 
haps sucking  his  thumb,  and  then 
she  asks  'Where  can  I  go  to  get  the 
procedure?'  What  gives  us  hope  is 
faith  in  God's  love  and  mercy.  These 
women  usually  return  or  call  after 
the  abortion  regretting  their  deci- 
sion and  searching  for  help.  We  talk 
and  pray  with  them  and  offer  them 
Project  Rachel." 

Project  Rachel  assists  women  and 
men  who  are  suffering  from  the 
emotional  and  spiritual  aftermath  of 


an  abortion.  Jackie  Bonk,  Director 
of  Project  Rachel  in  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh,  speaks  with  obvious  com- 
passion for  the  people  she  meets  in 
her  ministry. 

"We  have  seen  women  and  men 
aged  16  to  75.  They  are  rich  and 
poor,  some  are 
involved  in  the 
Church  and 
some  have  fallen 
away  from  the 
Church.  Some 
are  not  even 
Christians.  The 
one  thing  they 
all  share  is  that 
at  one  time  they 
were  pregnant 
or  fathers  to  be 
and  in  desperate 
circumstances. 
They  may  have 
been  lacking 
family  support, 
resources  or  the 
ability  to  make 
a  good  decision. 
They  may  have 
been  told  they 
would  be  aban- 
doned if  they 
did  not  have  the 
abortion." 

Abortion 
creates  a  deep 
spiritual  wound 

in  these  men  and  women,  Jackie 
says:  "Dozens  of  clients  come  to  us 
after  many  years  of  unsuccessful 
therapy.  Counselors  may  tell  them 
that  the  abortion  is  not  the  problem 
and  this  creates  more  confusion.  A 
woman  who  has  experienced  abor- 
tion will  often  say  that  she  does 
not  feel  worthy  of  forgiveness  and 
love  because  she  did  not  respect  the 
gift  of  life  that  God  gave  her.  She 


will  hold  on  to  the  shame  and  the 
depression  as  a  punishment  for  this 
sin." 

Healing  from  an  abortion  experi- 
ence is  often  a  long  process,  Jackie 
explains:  "The  abortion  experience 
is  unnatural  and  the  societal  mes- 
sage to  deny  the 


Life  Saving  Contacts 

Birthchoice: 

919.832.3030 

Gabriel  Project:  Contact 
any  of  the  following  par- 
ishes: Sacred  Heart,  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes,  St.  Joseph, 
St.  Raphael  and  St.  Luke 
in  Raleigh;  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel,  Cary;  St.  Mary 
Magdalene  and  St.  Andrew, 
Apex  and  St.  Catherine  of 
Siena,  Wake  Forest. 

Family  Honor: 

919.467.5527  orfhra- 
leigh@gmail.com 

Project  Rachel: 

919.852.1021  or  email 
projectrachel@nc.rr.com. 
For  more  information  go  to 
http://projectrachelnc.org/. 
Calls  and  appointments  are 
kept  strictly  confidential 


pain  is  so  strong 
that  individuals 
will  take  ex- 
traordinary mea- 
sures to  avoid 
recognizing  and 
dealing  with  the 
trauma."  Some 
clients  don't 
come  to  Project 
Rachel  until 
decades  after  the 
abortion.  "Fac- 
ing the  experi- 
ence," Jackie 
says,  "takes  im- 
mense courage." 

The  goal  of 
Project  Rachel  is 
to  help  the  post- 
abortive mother 
or  father  look 
at  the  event  for 
what  is:  a  loss  of 
a  child.  At  that 
point,  Jackie 
says,  they  can 
begin  to  address 


The  Gabriel  Project  Needs  a  Shed 

The  Gabriel  Project  is  constantly  receiving  and  disbursing  donated  items.  The 
rent  for  storage  space  consumes  funds  that  could  be  used  to  help  clients  directly. 
Do  you  have  a  shed  or  a  storage  space  in  the  Cary  or  Apex  area  that  you  could 
donate  to  the  Project?  Call  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Church  at  91 9.468.61 00. 

By  Rich  Reece  \  Photography  by  Denmark  Photo  &  Video 


the  other  emo- 
tional issues  such  as  guilt,  shame, 
anger  and  grief:  "They  can  then 
choose  to  forgive  themselves  and 
others  who  may  have  been  involved 
in  the  event.  They  can  turn  back 
to  God,  to  His  love  and  mercy,  and 
accept  themselves  as  God  knows 
them,  as  lovable  and  worthy  in  His 
eyes. 

"God  can  reconnect  and  recon- 
cile what  was  once  disconnected," 
Jackie  says.  "The  parents  receive 
the  grace  to  reclaim  their  child  who 
is  in  heaven;  and  begin  an  eternal 
relationship  with  the  child.  This  is 
an  awesome  miracle  because  God 
transforms  a  painful,  terrible  wrong 
into  a  gift  of  reconciliation  and 
love."  13 


Eutanasia:  destruyendo  recuer-  ™ 
dos,  rompiendo  lazos 


a  mayoria  de  las  personas 
tiene  miedo  a  la  fase  termi- 
nal de  una  enfermedad  pues 
»    '"^  esta  implica  una  dependen- 
cia  radical,  un  sentimiento  de  impo- 
tencia  y  algunas  veces  tambien  dolor.  Controlar  el  dolor  es  una 
obligation  seria,  si  no  central,  de  los  profesionales  de  la  salud 
y  de  todos  los  que  cuidan  de  los  moribundos.  Si  bien  es  cierto 
que  no  se  deben  administrar  dosis  altas  de  analgesicos  con  el 
objetivo  de  causar  directamente  la  muerte,  si  es  posible  darlas  a 
los  pacientes  terminales  aun  y  cuando  de  manera  indirecta  las 
dosis  cada  vez  mas  altas  necesarias  para  alrviar  el  dolor  puedan 
acortar  su  vida.  Una  atencion  medica  paliativa  o  terminal  de 
calidad  se  esmera  en  proporcionar  medicamentos  efectivos, 
aunque  no  excesivos,  para  controlar  el  dolor. 


uendo  lector 
de  NCC 


Por:  Padre  Tad  Pacholczyk 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cation en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duction: Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


Algunos  pacientes,  sin  em- 
bargo, al  verse  ante  la  perspec- 
tiva  del  dolor  y  la  enferme- 
dad al  final  de  la  vida,  y  aun 
estando  en  pleno  uso  de  sus 
facultades,  optan  por  la  euta- 
nasia activa  mas  bien  que  por 
la  atencion  medica  paliativa. 
Durante  el  verano  de  2009,  el 
britanico  Sir  Edward  Downes 
-conocido  como  el  mejor 
director  musical  de  las  obras 
de  Verdi-  y  su  esposa  Joan, 
tomaron  la  decision  de  viajar  a 
Zurich,  a  la  clinica  de  suicidio 
asistido  Dignitas  y  acabar  con 
sus  vidas.  A  Joan  se  le  habia 
diagnosticado  cancer  termi- 
nal; Sir  Edward,  de  85  anos, 
no  tenia  enfermedad  terminal 
sino  deficiencia  visual  y  sor- 
dera  progresiva.  En  la  clinica 
Dignitas,  ubicada  en  un  parque 
industrial,  permanecieron  en 
cama  y  se  les  permitio  tomar 
una  dosis  letal  de  barbituricos. 
Suiza  permite  a  los  extranjeros 
ingresar  al  pais  para  suicidarse, 
con  muy  pocas  restricciones  en 
el  proceso.  Los  medicos  estan 
prestos  a  administrar  a  los 


pacientes  un  medicamento  de 
uso  veterinario,  asi  que  unos 
cuantos  minutos  despues  de 
beber  un  vaso  de  agua  mez- 
clada  con  pentobarbital  sodico 
quedan  inconscientes  y  en 
menos  de  una  hora  mueren. 

El  que  un  paciente  este  con- 
siderando  o  pidiendo  la  eutana- 
sia puede  ser  un  indicador  de 
que  son  otras  sus  preocupacio- 
nes  o  temores.  El  Dr.  Teno  y  el 
Dr.  Lynn,  medicos  de  pacientes 
terminales,  lo  expresan  asi: 

"Los  pacientes  de  primer 
ingreso  en  cuidados  paliativos 
frecuentemente  quieren  'ter- 
minar  con  todo'.  En  primera 
instancia  esto  puede  parecer 
una  solicitud  de  eutanasia  ac- 
tiva, sin  embargo  muchas  veces 
es  una  manifestacion  de  su 
miedo  al  dolor,  al  sufrimiento 
y  al  aislamiento,  o  a  una  agonia 
prolongada  por  la  tecnologia. 
Por  otra  parte,  estas  peticiones 
quiza  sean  intentos  del  paci- 
ente por  ver  si  en  realidad  a 
alguien  le  preocupa  si  vive  o 
muere.  Cumplir  estos  deseos 
con  aceptacion  y  prontitud 


puede  resultar  desastroso  para 
el  paciente  pues  lo  interpreta 
como  la  confirmacion  de  que 
no  vale  nada". 

Es  posible  tambien  que  las 
personas  en  condiciones  de 
fragilidad  o  edad  avanzada  se 
perciban  a  si  mismas  como 
"una  carga"  para  los  demas, 
de  manera  que  el  que  pidan  la 
eutanasia  puede  indicar  que  les 
preocupa  estar  "imponiendose" 
sobre  la  familia  o  allegados. 
Pero  analizandolo,  por  supues- 
to  que  todos  tenemos  el  dere- 
cho  a  ser  una  carga  para  otros. 
Cuando  eramos  bebes,  ninos, 
y  especialmente  adolescentes, 
fuimos  "cargas"  para  nuestros 
padres.  Esto  nos  permite  ver 
como  la  idea  misma  de  familia 
esta  enraizada  en  la  nocion 
de  las  cargas  mutuas  compar- 
tidas  entre  los  integrantes  de 
la  familia.  Estamos  frente  al 
verdadero  reto  de  construir  una 
cultura  de  la  familia  aun  mas 
fuerte  (incluyendo  la  cultura  de 
la  atencion  medica)  que  prom- 
ueva  este  apoyo  mutuo. 

Quienes  se  suicidan  cortan 
de  tajo  con  el  apoyo  y  la  unidad 
familiar.  Estas  personas  quiza 
supongan  que  nadie  resultara 
particularmente  lastimado  o 
afectado  excepto  ellas  mismas, 
sin  embargo,  tipicamente  lo  que 
sucede  es  lo  contrario.  Aun  y 
cuando  el  suicidio  este  asociado  a 
alguna  enfermedad  mental,  como 
sucede  muchas  veces,  es  probable 
que  detras  de  la  perdida  de  su  ser 
querido  los  familiares  y  allegados 
queden  con  un  sentimiento  de 
transgresion  o  traicion. 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


J 


Buenos  propositos  para  el  ano 
nuevo  enraizados  en  el  Senor 


Muchos  de  nosotros,  estoy  se- 
guro,  comenzamos  el  ano 
nuevo  con  una  lista  de  bue- 
nos  propositos.  A  menudo, 
son  bien  conocidos:  hacer  ejercicio  con  mas 
frecuencia,  perder  peso,  mantenerse  en  con- 
tacts con  familiares  y  amigos  y  frenar  un 
poco  el  ritmo  de  vida.  Todas  estas  son  buenas 
intenciones,  sin  embargo,  en  poco  tiempo  las 
dejamos  atras  y  volvemos  a  caer  en  nuestro 
antiguo  ritmo  de  vida.  ^Por  que  nos  pasa  esto? 

A  menudo,  nos  olvidamos  de  que  cualquier  cambio  que  hac- 
emos  en  nuestra  vida  rutinaria  requiere  de  una  conversion  diaria; 
para  esto  es  esencial  que  examinemos  todos  los  dias  nuestros 
avances  y  si  nos  damos  cuenta  que  nos  estamos  alejando  de 
nuestro  proposito,  entonces  "enfoquemonos"  y  comencemos 
inmediatamente  de  nuevo.  Asi  evitamos  la  frustration  y  la  de- 
ception que  puede  consumimos  facilmente  cuando  enfocamos 
nuestros  objetivos  a  largo  plazo  y  no  a  corto  plazo. 

Sin  embargo,  una  de  las  razones  principals  por  la  cual 
fallamos  en  mantener  nuestros  buenos  propositos  es  porque 
confiamos  solamente  en  nuestras  propias  fuerzas,  pero  nos 
puede  enganar  el  pensar  que  es  suficiente  confiar  en  "nuestra" 
propia  determination,  voluntad  y  esfuerzos,  lo  cual  nunca  es 
el  caso.  Nosotros  dependemos  totalmente  del  Senor  y  de  su 
ayuda  divina.  Asi  que,  al  comienzo  y  al  final  del  dia,  debe- 
mos  buscar  la  maravillosa  gracia  que  el  Senor  nos  ofrece  en  la 
oration:  debemos  encontrar  nuestra  fuerza  en  los  Sacramentos, 
especialmente  en  la  Sagrada  Eucaristia,  buscar  la  intercesion  y 
la  protection  de  la  Santisima  Virgen  y  si  permanecemos  fieles  a 
estos  propOsitos,  entonces  todo  es  posible. 

jLa  Iglesia  en  los  Estados  Unidos  esta  muy  ocupada  durante 


el  mes  de  enero  porque  celebramos  el 
Mes  del  Respeto  a  la  Vida,  la  Semana  de  Migration,  la  Semana 
de  Unidad  Cristiana,  la  Semana  Vocacional  y  la  Semana  de  las 
Escuelas  Catolicas.  Tambien  puede  incluir  estas  celebraciones 
en  su  lista  de  buenos  propositos  para  el  Ano  Nuevo. 

Tal  vez  podamos  renovar  nuestras  promesas  para:  1.  Vivir 
a  diario  con  la  conviction  de  que  somos  templos  del  Espiritu 
Santo  y  lo  reflejamos  en  la  manera  en  la  cual  respetamos 
y  tratamos  a  nuestros  propios  cuerpos;  2.  Rezar  y  traba- 
jar  sin  descanso  por  los  nonatos  y  por  los  mas  vulnerables 
entre  nosotros  buscando  maneras  en  nuestras  parroquias  y 
en  nuestra  vida  personal  para  protegerlos  y  defenderlos;  3. 
Respetando  a  todas  las  personas,  especialmente  aquellos  que 
pueden  sentirse  marginados  y  solos.  Participar  en  el  proceso 
que  incentive  a  nuestros  legisladores  a  trabajar  a  favor  de  una 
reforma  migratoria  justa  e  integral;  4.  Esforzarnos  por  vivir  en 
unidad  con  todas  las  personas  para  que  nosotros,  al  igual  que 
Jesus  oro,  para  que  todos  seamos  uno  solo.  Buscar  la  forma  de 
unir  esfuerzos  con  nuestros  hermanos  y  hermanas  en  Cristo 
para  promover  la  paz  y  la  justicia  en  nuestras  comunidades;  5. 
Orar  a  diario  y  por  nombre  por  nuestros  seminaristas.  Pedirle 
al  Senor  que  envie  mas  sacerdotes  a  nuestra  diocesis  e  incre- 
mente  las  vocaciones  a  la  vida  religiosa;  6.  Buscar  maneras 
para  apoyar  a  nuestras  escuelas  catolicas  y  a  los  programas  de 
formation  de  fe  y  considerar  ofrecer  sus  servicios  para  seguir 
transmitiendo  la  fe  a  nuestros  jovenes. 

Todos  estos  objetivos  son  dignos  de  nuestra  consideration 
para  asi  ayudar  a  construir  y  fortalecer  el  cuerpo  de  Cristo.  Sin 
embargo,  todos  nuestros  objeticos  podrian  ser  en  vano  a  me- 
nos  de  que  nuestros  objetivos  principales  para  el  Ano  Nuevo 
sean  el  de  orar  con  fervor  y  con  dependencia  total  en  el  Senor, 
para  encontrar  nuestra  fuerza  en  la  Eucaristia,  pedir  por  la 
intercesion  y  la  protection  de  las  Virgen  Maria.  jSolo  entonces 
podemos  hacer  todas  las  cosas  posibles! 

Es  mi  deseo  y  mi  oration  que  nuestro  Senor  Jesus  los  ben- 
diga  a  ustedes  y  a  todos  sus  seres  queridos  para  que  sirvan  con 
abundante  paz  y  gozo  durante  este  ano  nuevo  y  siempre. 


De  igual  manera,  es  comun  que  este 
mismo  sentimiento  de  traicion  este 
presente  cuando  la  eutanasia  voluntaria 
llega  a  una  familia.  Los  parientes  torna- 
dos por  sorpresa  quiza  se  culpen  por  no 
haber  puesto  atencion;  a  otros  les  sera 
dificil  racionalizar  el  hecho  y  trataran 
de  acomodarlo  lo  mejor  que  pueden: 
"Mama  tomo  el  asunto  por  su  cuenta  y 
encontro  quien  le  ayudara  a  resolverlo", 
o  "sus  amigos  le  ayudaron  en  ese  dificil 
trance  y  le  hicieron  facil  decir  adios  en 


sus  propios  terminos". 

En  resumen,  la  eutanasia  y  el  suicidio 
asistido  no  son  mas  que  formas  de 
hacer  corto  circuito  a  nuestras  inter- 
relaciones  e  interconexiones  humanas; 
fundamentalmente  actos  de  violencia 
que  mas  que  ayudar  lastiman.  Estas  de- 
cisiones  dejan  una  sombra  muy  obscura 
sobre  la  vida  que  ha  sido  terminada. 
Acabar  bien  con  nuestras  vidas,  por 
el  contrario,  es  estar  abiertos  a  recibir 
la  ayuda  amorosa  de  otras  personas 


y  aceptar  la  parte  de  sufrimiento  que 
pueda  presentarse  en  nuestro  camino, 
humanizando  asi  -no  satanizando- 
nuestra  fragilidad,  enfermedad  o  edad 
avanzada.  Procuramos  unos  a  otros 
al  final  de  la  vida  en  nuestros  momen- 
tos  de  temor,  soledad  y  sufrimiento, 
enaltece  ese  importante  pasaje  que  cada 
uno  de  nosotros  debe  recorrer  y  donde 
la  muerte  llega  en  el  momento  provi- 
dential de  Dios  como  una  culmination 
de  Su  obra  en  nosotros. 
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Era  la  primera  semana  de  diciembre  y  una  j  oven  caminaba 
con  gran  tristeza  por  una  acera  al  Norte  de  Raleigh.  Ella 
y  su  marido  apenas  podian  mantenerse  a  si  mismos  y  a 
sus  tres  hijos,  cuando  se  enteraron  de  que  otro  nino  venia 
en  camino.  En  ese  momento,  ellos  decidieron  abortar  al  bebe.  Sin 
embargo,  cuando  se  acerco  a  la  clinica,  se  dio  cuenta  de  varias 
personas  cerca  de  la  propiedad  que  rezaban  el  Rosario.  Vacilante, 
se  acerco  a  donde  estaban  esas  personas  y  les  pregunto  por  que 
estaban  orando.  Cuando  se  entero  de  que  estaban  orando  por 
ella  y  por  su  hijo  que  aun  no  nacia,  se  sintio  muy  mal.  No  habia 
manera  de  que  ella  pudiera  seguir  con  esta  idea.  jEra  un  gran  error! 


Betty  Rogosich,  Directora  de  Birthchoke,  un  servicio  que  hace 
pruebas,  brinda  asesoria  y  provee  recursos  para  las  mujeres 
con  embarazos  inesperados,  llama  a  un  momento  como  este 
un  "rescate".  -Fuimos  capaces  de  ofrecer  ayuda  a  la  familia.  Le 
hicimos  una  ecografta  que  mostro  a  un  bebe  con  un  corazon 
hermoso  latiendo  a  las  seis  semanas  de  gestacion  y  los  pusimos 
en  contacto  con  el  Proyecto  Gabriel  el  cual  los  esta  ayudando 
ahora  mismo-dijo  Betty. 

En  su  carta  enciclica  de  1995,  Evangelium  Vitae,  el  Papa  Juan 
Pablo  II  acuso  a  la  famosa  "cultura  de  la  muerte."  Durante  la 
fase  de  esta  cultura,  sin  embargo,  fielmente  comprometida 
en  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh  estan  trabajando  para  construir  una 
cultura  de  vida.  Entre  las  cuatro  organizaciones  que  responden 
a  diario  con  material,  mas  las  necesidades  espirituales  y 
educativas  que  rodean  el  comienzo  de  la  vida  se  encuentran: 
Birthchoke,  el  Proyecto  Gabriel,  Family  Honor  y  el  Proyecto 


Raquel. 

-He  conocido  a  muy 
pocas  mujeres  que  en 
realidad  "quieran"  abortar.  La 
mayoria  de  las  mujeres  saben 
instintivamente  que  el  aborto 
esta  mal,  pero  se  sienten 
atrapadas  contra  la  espada  y 
la  pared  y  no  encuentran  otra 
salida  -dice  Betty. 

-Algunas  mujeres  que 
vemos  aqui  consideran 
abortar  porque  no  estan 
seguras  si  su  novio  se  quedara 
con  ellas  o  se  convertiran 
en  un  buen  padre  para  la 
criatura,  pero  otras  quedaron 
embarazadas  con  la  esperanza 
de  casarse  y  de  formar  una 
familia.  En  cambio,  ante  la 
responsabilidad  de  cuidar 
a  una  familia,  los  padres 
prefieren  abandonarlos. 
Las  mujeres  solteras  que 
ya  tienen  ninos  a  veces  se 
sienten  abrumadas  con 
sus  obligaciones  y  se  han 
involucrado  con  un  nuevo 
novio  solo  para  darse  cuenta 
que  las  abandona  despues  de 
quedar  embarazada. 

-Vemos  a  los  estudiantes 
universitarios  con  miedo  de 
que  tendran  que  abandonar 
la  escuela  y  estudiantes  de 
secundaria  preocupados  en 
primer  lugar  por  defraudar 
a  sus  padres  y  en  segundo 
lugar  por  ser  castigados. 

  Lamentablemente,  nos 

encontramos  con  muchos  padres  de  adolescentes  presionando 
a  sus  hijas  para  que  aborten.  Por  suerte,  algunos  de  estos 
adolescentes  deciden  dar  a  sus  bebes  en  adopcion. 

-Las  mujeres  casadas  vienen  en  ocasiones  con  sus  maridos 
puesto  que  enfrentan  una  gran  inestabilidad  financiera 
y  ambos  deben  trabajar  fuera  del  hogar,  asi  que  quedar 
embarazada  eventualmente  requiere  que  ella  deje  de  trabajar. 

-Lo  tragico  es  que  todas  estas  situaciones  se  pueden  evitar. 
En  Birthchoke  junto  con  el  Proyecto  Gabriel,  ofrecemos  apoyo, 
estrmulo,  ayuda  financiera  para  pagar  la  factura  de  servicios 
publicos,  para  el  alquiler,  ropa,  comestibles  y  articulos  de  bebe  -. 


L 


a  Proyecto  Gabriel,  que  ahora  opera  en  ocho 
parroquias  de  la  Diocesis,  proporciona  apoyo 
emocional,  espiritual  y  material  a  mujeres 
que  enfrentan  estos  embarazos  "conflictivos" 
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o  'inesperados'"  -dice  Darcy  Holley,  quien  coordina  el 
Proyecto  Gabriel  en  tres  parroquias  y  ha  trabajado  con 
el  proyecto  durante  nueve  anos.  Ella  estima  que  el  60% 
de  las  referencias  que  su  grupo  recibe  provienen  de 
Birthchoice,  mientras  que  el  resto  proviene  de  referencias 
de  personas  que  leen  los  folletos  en  sus  parroquias. 

El  Proyecto  Gabriel  ofrece  articulos  de  bebe,  ropa 
de  maternidad,  transporte,  algunas  veces  dinero  para 
el  alquiler  o  para  los  servicios  publicos,  o  ayuda  para 
encontrar  empleo.  Es  evidente,  que  el  apoyo  espiritual  es 
parte  del  ministerio  del  cual  Darcy  aprecia  tanto. 

"Estamos  siempre  orando  por  todas  esas  madres",  dice 
-No  juzgamos  a  nadie  ni  imponemos  nuestra  religion  en 
ellas,  pero  si  se  sienten  a  gusto,  oramos  con  ellas  y  les 
pedimos  que  asistan  a  Misa  con  nosotros.  Hacemos  todo 
lo  posible  para  aliviar  su  carga  para  que  puedan  darse 
cuenta  de  que  su  bebe  es  una  bendicion  y  un  motivo  de 
alegria,  no  una  preocupacion  -comenta. 

Despues  de  que  nace  el  bebe,  la  relacion  con  la  familia 
no  termina  alii  para  los  voluntarios  del  Proyecto  Gabriel. 
-La  mayoria  de  las  veces 


es  cuando  realmente 
comienza  -Darcy  comenta 
sonriente.  Al  igual  que 
Betty  Rogosich,  ella  es 
madrina  de  uno  de  los 
bebes  que  ayudaron  a  traer 
al  mundo. 


Contactos  que  pu- 
eden  salvar  vidas 

Birthchoice: 

919.832.3030 

Proyecto  Gabriel  (Gabri- 
el Project):  Comuniquese 
con  cualquiera  de  las 
siguientes  parroquias: 
Sacred  Heart,  Our  Lady 
of  Lourdes,  St.  Joseph, 
St.  Raphael  and  St.  Luke 
in  Raleigh;  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel,  Cary;  St.  Mary 
Magdalene  and  St.  Andrew, 


El  respeto  por  la 
vida  que  Darcy 
y  Betty  aportan 
a  sus  ministerios 
es  lo  que  otro  programa, 
Family  Honor,  tiene  la 
esperanza  de  infundir  en  los 
adolescentes.  Linda  Gaviria, 
Directora  de  Family  Honor, 
dice:  -Queremos  explicar  el 

significado  de  la  castidad  y  la  verdad  sobre  el  plan  de  Dios 
en  temas  como  la  sexualidad,  el  amor  y  la  familia,  para  que 
los  ninos  entienden  lo  que  signiflca  ser  creado  a  imagen  de 
Dios  y  como  nuestros  cuerpos  estan  destinados  a  reflejar  esa 
imagen  con  el  amor  de  Cristo. 

Family  Honor,  fue  creado  por  Family  Honor  Inc. ,  en 
Carolina  del  Sur  y  no  solo  brinda  educacion  sexual  - 
Consideramos  a  los  padres  como  los  primeros  educadores 
de  los  ninos  con  respecto  a  la  sexualidad,  por  eso  les 
exigimos  que  acompanen  a  sus  hijos  en  todas  las  sesiones. 
Ademas,  a  diferencia  de  la  educacion  sexual,  hacemos 
hincapie  en  el  desarrollo  de  la  integridad  de  la  persona, 
no  solo  la  parte  biologica  y  las  funciones.  Hablamos  de  las 
dimensiones  esenciales  de  una  persona,  lo  que  nosotros 
llamamos  SPICE  (por  sus  siglas  en  ingles):  espiritualidad, 
ftsica,  intelectualidad,  creatividad  y  emocionalidad  - 
comenta 


No  todo  embarazo  inesperado  tiene  un  final 
feliz.  Lamentablemente,  4000  abortos  se 
realizan  cada  dia  en  los  EE.UU.  solo  el  30%  de 
los  abortos  son  mujeres  catolicas  y  el  50%  de 
todos  los  abortos  por  mujeres  menores  de  24  anos  de  edad. 

El  Proyecto  Raquel  ayuda  a  mujeres  y  hombres  que 
sufren  de  las  secuelas  emocionales  y  espirituales  de  un 
aborto.  Jackie  Bonk,  Directora  del  Proyecto  Raquel  en  la 
Diocesis  de  Raleigh,  habla  con  compasion  a  la  gente  que  se 
reune  en  su  ministerio. 

-Hemos  visto  a  mujeres  y  hombres  entre  16  y  75  anos 
de  edad;  ricos  y  pobres,  algunos  asisten  a  la  Iglesia  y 
algunos  se  han  alejado  de  la  misma.  Algunos  ni  siquiera 
son  cristianos.  Lo  unico  que  todos  tienen  en  comun  es 
que  una  vez  estuvieron  embarazadas  o  iban  a  ser  padres 
en  circunstancias  apremiantes.  Pueden  haber  sido  una 
falta  de  apoyo  familiar,  por  falta  de  recursos  o  por  falta  de 
capacidad  para  tomar  una  buena  decision.  Es  posible  que 
les  hayan  dicho  que  las  abandonarian  si  no  abortaban. 
Despues  de  un  aborto,  encontrar  la  sanacion  es  a  menudo 

un  proceso  bastante 


Apex  y  St.  Catherine  of 
Siena,  Wake  Forest. 

Family  Honor: 

91 9.467.5527  6  por  el 
correo  electron  ico:  fhra- 
leigh@gmail.com 
Proyecto  Raquel  (Project 
Rachel):  919.852.1021 
6  por  el  correo  electronico 
projectrachel@nc.rr.com. 
Para  mas  information 
visite  la  pagina  Web:  http:// 
projectrachelnc.org/.  Las 
llamadas  y  las  citas  son  es- 
trictamente  confidenciales 


largo,  Jackie  explica  -La 
experiencia  de  un  aborto 
es  antinatural  y  un  mensaje 
a  la  sociedad  a  negar  el 
dolor  es  tan  fuerte  que  los 
individuos  toman  medidas 
extraordinarias  para  evitar 
reconocer  y  tratar  el  trauma. 
Algunos  clientes  no  llegan  al 
Proyecto  Raquel,  sino  hasta 
decadas  despues  del  aborto. 
"Enfrentar  la  experiencia," 
Jackie  dice:  "requiere  de  un 
inmenso  valor." 

The  goal  of  Project  Rachel 
is  to  help  the  post-abortive 
mother  or  father  look  at  the 


event  for  what  is:  a  loss  of  a 
child.  At  that  point,  Jackie  says,  they  can  begin  to  address  the 
other  emotional  issues  such  as  guilt,  shame,  anger  and  grief: 
"They  can  then  choose  to  forgive  themselves  and  others  who 
may  have  been  involved  in  the  event.  They  can  turn  back  to 
God,  to  His  love  and  mercy,  and  accept  themselves  as  God 
knows  them,  as  lovable  and  worthy  in  His  eyes. 

El  objetivo  del  Proyecto  Raquel  es  el  de  ayudar  a  la 
madre  despues  del  aborto  y  lo  que  signiflca:  la  perdida 
de  un  hijo.  En  ese  momento  es  mas  probable  que  puedan 
comenzar  a  abordar  otros  asuntos  emocionales  como  el 
sentimiento  de  culpa,  la  verguenza,  la  rabia  y  la  tristeza: 
-Ellas  pueden  entonces  perdonarse  a  si  mismas  al  igual 
que  perdonar  a  otras  personas  que  pudieran  haber 
participado  en  el  evento.  Ellas  pueden  volver  a  Dios,  a  Su 
amor  y  misericordia  y  aceptarse  a  si  mismas  como  Dios  las 
conoce,  como  unas  personas  dignas  y  amorosas  ante  sus 
ojos -comenta  Jackie.  - 


Por  Rich  Reece  \  Fotografias  por  Denmark  Photo  &  Video 


Year  for  Priests 


During  the  Year  for  Priests,  Bishop  Michael  E 
Burbidge  has  scheduled  eight  Prayer  Days 
with  his  priests  at  Avila  Retreat  Center.  "The 
Prayer  Days  are  a  way  to  strengthen  the  bond 
between  Bishop  and  the  priests  of  the  Diocese,"  Bishop 
Burbidge  said,  "and  a  chance  for  us  to  share  our  stories  of 
priestly  life,  ministry  and  fraternity."  The  days  were  delib- 
erately arranged  for  open  sign-up,  rather  than  grouping 
those  attending  by  area  or  deanery,  the  Bishop  said,  so  that 
priests  could  spend  time  together  with  colleagues  they 
might  not  see  in  the  normal  course  of  their  ministry. 


The  half-day  retreats  begin  with  lunch, 
followed  by  mid-day  prayer.  The  Bishop 
and  priests  then  spend  two  hours  discuss- 
ing and  reflecting  upon  priestly  life.  "This 
is  reflection  about  what  we  as  priests  do 
every  day"  Bishop  Burbidge  said,  "rather 
than  the  wider  Diocesan  issues  that  often 
occupy  our  formal  meetings."  An  hour  of 
quiet  time  leads  to  evening  prayer  and  a 
concelebrated  Mass,  followed  by  dinner. 

Father  Dan  Oschwald,  Rector  of 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  called  the  retreat 


a  "great  opportunity,  not  only  to  be  with 
the  Bishop  but  also  with  my  brother 
priests,  and  to  be  present  to  each  other 
in  a  beautiful,  quiet  place  away  from  the 
temptations  of  busyness." 

"Like  the  Year  for  Priests  itself,"  the 
Bishop  said,  "these  meetings  will,  with 
Gods  grace,  be  a  time  of  renewal,  and 
help  lead  us  to  an  even  deeper  commit- 
ment to  our  spiritual  lives,  upon  which 
the  effectiveness  of  all  our  ministries 
depends." 


National  Vocation  Awareness 
Week  to  Be  Celebrated 
January  10-16 

The  Catholic  Church  in  the  United 
States  will  celebrate  National  Vocation 
Awareness  Week,  January  10-16. 

"This  week  provides  the  opportu- 
nity for  parishes  across  the  country 
to  promote  vocations  through  prayer 
and  education,"  said  Cardinal  Sean 
O'Malley  of  Boston,  chairman  of 
the  Bishops'  Committee  on  Clergy, 
Consecrated  Life  and  Vocations.  "It  is 
our  responsibility  to  encourage  young 
people  to  be  generous  in  their  re- 
sponse as  they  discern  the  possibility 
of  a  call  to  service  in  the  Church.  We 
must  also  ask  parents,  families  and 
our  parish  communities  to  assist  with 
this  work;  vocations  are  everyone's 
business.  As  we  pray  for  an  increased 
number  of  seminarians  and  candi- 
dates for  religious  life,  we  recognize 
the  importance  of  safeguarding  the 
gift  of  vocations." 

Father  David  Toups,  interim  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Secretariat  of  Clergy, 


►►  For  information  on  the  priesthood,  contact  Father  Ned  Shlesinger,  Direct*  ^ 


did    you  know? 


Father  Scott  McCue 

Did  You  Know? 


the  major 
seminary 
I  was  able 
to  spend 
a  quarter 
studying  in 
the  Holy 
Land. 
It  was 
special 
because  I 
was  able 


►►  Each  month, 
priests  of  the  Diocese 
will  answer  questions 
about  their  interests  and 
activities,  in  an  effort  to 
help  readers  know  them 
better.  You  can  find 
more  of  these  profiles 
on  the  Diocesan  Web 
site,  www.dioceseofra- 
leigh.org  by  clicking  on 
the  Year  for  Priests  icon 
on  the  home  page. 

Father  Scott  McCue 
Assistant  Principal 
for  Spiritual  Life  - 
Cardinal  Gibbons 
High  School.  Priestly 
Minister,  Our  Lady  of 
the  Rosary,  Louis- 
burg,  Diocesan  Scout 
Chaplain 

Who  is  your  favorite 
saint?  St.  Andrew.  He 
was  the  first  to  be  called 
by  the  Lord  to  follow 
him  as  an  apostle.  He 
responded  generously 
to  what  was  asked  of 
him.  The  college 
seminary  I  attended  was 
called  "St.  Andrew's 
Hall"  and  so  I  have  a 
special  devotion  to  this 
saint. 

What  was  your  most 
memorable  spiritual 
pilgrimage?  While  in 


to  go  visit  the  holy  sites 
many  times  and  not  just 
pass  through  them.  I 
was  especially  moved 
by  the  visit  and  the  cel- 
ebration of  Mass  at  the 
site  of  the  Lord's  birth 
at  the  Church  of  the 
Nativity  in  Bethlehem. 

Who  was  the  great- 
est influence  on 
your  vocation  as  a 
priest  and  why?  Sev- 
eral things:  I  grew  up  in 
New  Jersey  and  I  was 
always  around  priests 
as  a  kid.  I  spent  many 
of  my  days  at  the  parish 
and  had  some  wonder- 
ful priestly  examples  in 
my  life.  These  were  the 
men  I  wanted  to  be  like. 
I  wanted  to  be  who  they 
were  and  do  what  they 
did.  My  mother  also  had 
a  great  amount  of  influ- 
ence on  me.  Her  devo- 
tion to  the  faith  and  her 
faithfulness  in  passing 
on  the  faith  to  me  was 
inspiring.  My  Catholic 
education  also  played  a 
major  influence  on  my 
decision  to  respond  to 
the  Lord's  invitation  to 
follow  Him  as  a  priest. 

Do  you  have  a  hobby 
or  hobbies  or  leisure 
activity?  I  like  to  travel, 
play  cards  and  go 
bowling. 


What  is  your  favorite 
food?  Do  you  cook  it 
yourself?  I  like  a  good 
steak  and  a  good  Italian 
Meal.  I  like  to  cook  for 
others  but  not  so  much 
for  myself.  It  is  only  fun 
if  I  am  cooking  for  other 
people. 

Favorite  sport?  Fa- 
vorite team  -  College 
and/or  Professional? 

I  am  a  huge  fan  of  the 
27-timeWorld  Series 
Champion  New  York 
Yankees.  I  usually  do  not 
miss  a  game.  I  am  either 
watching  it  on  TV,  listen- 
ing to  it  on  XM  Radio  or 
following  it  on  my  com- 
puter or  Blackberry. 

Favorite  author  and/ 
or  book?  I  love  anything 
written  by  Father  Henri 
Nouwen.  He  had  a 
simple  yet  profound  way 
of  speaking  of  God. 

Favorite  movie? 

Crimson  Tide. 

Any  interesting  fact 
that  your  students  or 
parishioners  would  be 
interested  in  know- 
ing? After  college  the 
Diocese  asked  me  to 
study  Spanish  for  1 4 
weeks  in  Mexico,  which 
proved  to  be  beneficial. 
Today  I  speak  Spanish 
fairly  well.  In  my  role 
at  Gibbons  I  serve  as 
the  Asst.  Principal  for 
Spiritual  Life,  oversee- 
ing the  various  aspects 
of  our  spiritual  life  as  a 
school.  I  teach  Freshman 
Theology  and  serve  as 
moderator  for  the  Fresh- 
man Class,  i  also  work 
with  the  Admissions  and 
Development  offices. 


Consecrated  Life,  and  Vocations  for  the 
United  States  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops,  added,  "The  Church  needs 
to  help  young  people  hear  the  Lord  in 
prayer,  so  they  can  recognize  Him  in 
their  lives. 

"This  week  reminds  us  that  it  is  our 
responsibility  to  pray  for  vocations  and  to 
invite  young  people  to  consider  a  call  to 
ordained  ministry  and  consecrated  life." 

The  observance  of  National  Vocation 
Awareness  Week  (NVAW)  began  in 
1 976  when  the  National  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  designated  the  28th 
Sunday  of  the  year  as  the  beginning  of 
NVAW.  In  1 997,  this  celebration  was 
moved  to  coincide  with  the  Feast  of  the 
Baptism  of  the  Lord. 

The  Feast  of  the  Baptism  of  the 
Lord,  which  falls  on  January  1 0  in 
201 0,  marks  the  initiation  of  Jesus  into 
public  ministry.  At  his  baptism  Jesus  is 
named  the  beloved  Son  of  God.  With 
this  celebration  the  faithful  recommit 
themselves  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
Jesus.  They  are  also  initiated  through 
their  own  baptism  to  be  the  Beloved  of 
God,  commissioned  to  proclaim  Good 
News  with  their  lives. 

Looking  toward  National  Vocations 
Awareness  Week,  Diocesan  Director 
of  vocations  Father  Ned  Shlesinger 
expressed  the  hope  "that  every  Chris- 
tian will  come  to  understand  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  personally  calling  them  to  a 
specific  life  of  service  in  the  Church  and 
to  the  world.  It  is  also  my  hope  that  our 
young  people  may  consider  their  pres- 
ent interests,  desires  and  hopes  for  the 
future  in  reference  to  finding  their  life  in 
the  Lord. 

"Finally,  it  is  my  hope  that  Our  Lord 
will  bless  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  with 
many  vocations  to  the  Priesthood  and 
Consecrated  Religious  Life.  The  Office 
of  Vocations  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
serves  to  promote  vocation  awareness 
in  various  ways  but  especially  through 
prayer  in  parishes  and  schools  on  the 
First  Fridays  of  every  month.  Dur- 
ing National  Vocations  Awareness 
Week,  catechetical  materials  are  being 
provided  to  teachers  and  parents  on  the 
Diocesan  Website  to  encourage  promo- 
tion awareness  at  home,  school  and  in 
faith  formation  classes." 


bcations  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  at  91 9.832.6279  or  shlesinger@raldioc.org. 


ignited! 

March  19-20, 2010 
North  Carolina  State  Fairgrounds 

Bring  a  friend  and  come  hear 
these  dynamic  Catholic  speakers 

Pat  McCaskey 

Co-owner  of  the  Chicago  Bears 
"Faith  &  Sports" 

Fr.  Dwight  Longenecker 

Author  and  Convert  from  the  Anglican  Priesthood 
"Year  of  the  Priest" 

John  Martignoni 

Apologist  and  Founder  of  the  Bible  Christian  Society 
"Living  the  Word  of  God  to  Bring  Justice  and  Peace" 

Dr.  John  Bergsma 

Associate  Professor  of  Theology  at  the  Franciscan 
University  of  Steubenville 
"My  Journey  to  the  Catholic  Church"^L 

Dr.  Greg  and  Lisa  Popcak 

Catholic  Psychotherapist  and  Co-authors  of 
Parenting  with  Grace 
"Marriage:  For  Better. . .  Forever! " 

iusbBl 


FREE  Friday  evening  workshop! 
"Discover  the  Catholic  Church"  7-9:30pm 
No  registration  required 

Full  Program  Saturday  including  Lunch!  8:30am-6:30pm 

Discounts  for  early  registration! 

Adults  $35,  Students  $20,  Groups  of  5  or  more  $25 


Vigil  Mass  celebrated  by 
Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 


Bringing  to  light  the  truth  of the  teachings  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and  igniting  in  our  hearts  a  love  for  our  Faith 


Bishop  Dedicates 
John  Paul  II 
Family  Learning  Cen- 
ter in  Fuquay-Varina 


►►  On  November  22,  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  dedicated  the  John 
Paul  II  Family  Learning  Cen- 
ter at  St.  Bemadette  Church 
in  Fuquay-Varina.  Hundreds 
of  parishioners  attended  the 
dedication  ceremony,  at  which 
Fuquay-Varina  Mayor  and  St. 
Bemadette  parishioner  John  Byrne  and  Father  Mark  J.  Betti, 
Pastor  of  St.  Bemadette,  thanked  all  those  involved  for  their  ef- 
forts in  funding  and  constructing  the  new  building. 

The  Learning  Center  is  the  first  phase  of  a  parish  expansion 
project  which  will  include  expansion  of  the  church  building,  a 
second  learning  center,  a  family  life  center  and  a  free-standing 
chapel  for  Eucharistic  Adoration. 

Following  a  prayer  and  Scripture  reading,  the  Bishop  entered 
the  building  and  blessed  classrooms  and  meeting  space  sorely 
needed  by  one  of  the  most  rapidly  growing  parishes  in  the 
Diocese.  Father  Betti  said  the  parish  membership  is  increasing 
at  an  average  rate  of  a  family  a  day. 

As  Bishop  Burbidge  dedicated  the  Center,  the  parish 
children's  choir  sang  in  English  and  Spanish.  Next  the  Bishop 
blessed  a  new  garden  and  monument  to  the  innocent  victims  of 
abortion.  The  ceremony  was  attended  by  an  honor  guard  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  Assemblies  2983  of  Garner,  3005  of 
Chapel  Hill  and  2446  of  Cary/Apex. 

After  the  ceremony,  parishioners  adjourned  to  the  parish  so- 
cial hall  for  a  Mexican  meal  prepared  by  Hispanic  parishioners. 


For  complete  details  and  online  registration,  visit: 

www.lgnitedByTruth.com 


A  group  of  women  from  St.  Bemadette  Catholic  Church  in 
Fuquay  Varina  was  recently  installed  as  Catholic  Daughters 
of  the  Americas.  Their  court  name  is  Court  St.  Bemadette 
#2629.  Around  60  of  the  75  members  were  present.  The 
officers  of  the  group  are  Regent:  Carol  Zsoldos;  Vice-Regent: 
Paula  O'Shea;  Recording  secretary:  Teresa  Cornett;  Financial 
secretary:  Dani  Frank;  Treasurer:  Gaye  Collins  and  Chaplain 
of  Court:  Father  Robert  Staley.  The  Catholic  Daughters  of  the 
Americas  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  Catholic  women's 
organizations  in  the  U.S.  Court  St.  Bemadette  meets  at  the 
church  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  7  p.m.,  and  wel- 
comes any  Catholic  women  in  the  area  wishing  to  join. 


My  grandchildren 

have  terrible  manners! 


NC  Catholic  Educators 
Convene  in  Raleigh 


Father  Michael  J.  Garanzini, 
President  of  Loyola  University  in 
Chicago  and  keynote  speaker. 


■  Twelve 
hundred 
educators 
from  the 
Diocese  of 
Raleigh  and 
the  Diocese 
of  Charlotte 
gathered  in 
the  state  capi- 
tal November 
9- 10  for  the 
North  Caro- 
lina Catholic 
Schools 

Conference.  This  year's  theme  was  "Partnering  in 
Catholic  Education:  The  Key  to  Success."  Work- 
shops included  sessions  on  "Wired  Kids:  Youth, 
Technology  and  the  Implications  for  Schools"; 
"Supporting  Students  with  Special  Needs";  "Spirit 
of  Service  and  Mercy  in  Catholic  Schools";  and 
"Service  Projects:  Beneficial  and  Fun!" 

The  keynote  speaker  was  Father  Michael  J. 
Garanzini,  S.J.,  President  of  Loyola  University  in 
Chicago  (photo  above).  A  professor  of  Psychol- 
ogy, Father  Garanzini  spoke  of  the  importance 
of  building  solid  collaboration  between  home 
and  school. 

Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
celebrated  the  Conference  Mass  on 
November  9,  the  Feast  of  the  Dedi- 
cation of  the  Basilica  of  Saint  John 
Lateran,  the  Cathedral  of  the  Diocese  of 
Rome,  where  the  Pope  presides.  In  point-  "w 
ing  out  that  the  Basilica  is  the  "head  and 
mother  of  the  Church  in  the  world,"  Bishop 
Burbidge  said,  the  celebration  of  the  feast  day 
"reminds  us  we  are  not  alone  in  our  work  as 
Catholic  educators.  We  are  partners." 

"The  Dedication  of  Saint  John  Lateran," 
the  Bishop  added,  "also  helps  us  to  remem- 
ber that  we  are  united  as  the  Body  of  Christ 
and,  as  Saint  Paul  tells  us,  are  all  temples  of 
God  in  whom  the  Spirit  dwells." 

Bishop  Burbidge  thanked  the  educators  for 
their  commitment  to  provide  quality  instruc- 
tion and  excellence  in  education  rooted  in  the 
Gospel  and  the  teachings  of  the  Church.  "We 
pray  that  with  God's  grace  you  will  be  effec- 
tive partners  in  the  mission  of  the  Church  and 
master  builders  who  provide  your  students  with 
the  Foundation  that  will  sustain  them  all  the  days 
of  their  lives." 


Q,  My  grandchildren  don't  seem  to  have  the  foggiest  idea 
■  of  good  table  manners,  or  any  other  good  manners 
for  that  matter.  How  can  I  help  them  improve  their  manners 
without  coming  across  as  an  interfering  grandparent? 

A,   Grandparents  often  serve  as  an  example  of  good 
■  manners  simply  by  their  actions.  My  Grandma  Estas 
graciousness  made  a  lasting  impression  on  me  during  one 
meal  in  particular.  One  of  my  older  cousins  brought  his  fiancee 
to  Grandmas  home  for  brunch.  It  was  the  fiancees  introduc- 
tion not  only  to  family  members,  but  to  the  United  States.  My 
grandma  turned  to  the  young  woman  and  said,  "Would  you 
like  some  strawberries?"  To  my  amazement,  after  saying,  "yes, 
please,"  the  young  woman  moved  the  serving  dish  to  her  place- 
mat!  My  grandma  smiled,  asked  who  else  wanted  strawberries, 
and  went  to  the  kitchen.  She  returned  with  three  serving  bowls 
of  strawberries  and  placed  them  on  the  three  empty  placemats. 

The  essence  of  etiquette  is  to  make  other  people  comfortable. 
Even  as  adults,  we  encounter  challenges  when  we  visit  other 
countries  and  discover  new  foods  or  ways  of  interacting. 

Set  the  stage  for  mealtime  success  at  your  home. 
The  stubby  fingers  of  a  toddler  have  a  difficult  time  with  regular 
utensils;  wider  utensils,  just  like  extra-thick  crayons,  are  easier 
for  little  hands  to  manipulate.  Without  them,  everything  may 
turn  into  finger  food.  Preschoolers  enjoy  the  independence  of 
pouring. 

Learning  social  conventions  can  be  joint 
activities.  Getting  the  table  ready  for  a  meal  when 
grandchildren  come  over  can  be  a  fun  activity  once 
the  children  are  old  enough.  Why  not  select  one  of  your 
tablecloths  together?  Placemats?  Napkins?  You  might  want 
to  set  aside  two  or  three  choices  ahead  of  time  or  risk  ending 
up  with  a  fall  harvest  theme  in  the  middle  of  February!  What 
about  a  centerpiece?  Where  do  the  utensils  go?  Preparation 
time  builds  an  investment  into  the  experience  of  the  meal. 
Then,  model  good  table  manners  during  the  meal;  hope  that 
your  adult  children  will  also! 

Take  advantage  of  teachable  moments. 
Grandchildren  often  fail  to  acknowledge  gifts.  Let  them  observe 
how  you  do  so.  If  you  will  be  writing  thank-you  cards  after  a 
birthday,  then  see  if  you  can  bring  your  grandchildren  along  to 
select  cards.  Go  to  the  post  office  and  buy  interesting  stamps. 
If  they  show  an  interest,  buy  them  their  own  cards,  stamps  and 
address  books.  Go  home,  have  everyone  write  one  or  two  cards, 
play  some  games  and  then  mail  the  cards! 

Grace  at  family  meals  is  more  than  manners  -  it  provides 
spiritual  nounshment  when  the  generations  come  together: 
"The  tradition  of  the  Church  proposes  to  the  faithful  certain 
rhythms  of  praying  intended  to  nourish  continual  prayer." 
Make  saying  grace  the  centerpiece  of  every  meal.  ccc#2698 


things  to  do: 

Holy  Hour  for  Vocations, 

January  8,  7-8  p.m.  at  St. 
Mary  Church  in  Laurinburg. 
The  Holy  Hour  for  Vocations 
provides  an  opportunity  to 
come  together  as  a  com- 
munity and  pray  before  the 
Blessed  Sacrament  for  an 
increase  in  vocations  to  the 
Priesthood  and  Religious  Life. 
All  are  invited  to  join  Bishop 
Burbidge  in  this  celebration.  A 
reception  will  follow.  Next  Vo- 
cations Holy  Hours  February 
5  at  Annunciation  Church  in 
Havelock  and  March  5  at  St. 
Anne  Church  in  Edenton. 

Catholic  Golden  Age  will 
meet  Sunday  1 :30  p.m.,  on 
February  7th  at  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  Catholic  Church,  Fal- 


lon Center,  2718  Overbrook 
Drive,  Raleigh,  N.C  27608. 
Call  Kit  at  91 9.624.901 7  or 
Marjorie  at  9 19.781.31 61 
regarding  the  meeting  as  well 
as  info  on  CGA's  5:30  pm 
dinner  get-togethers  every 
third  Thursday  of  the  month 
throughout  the  year. 

Quo  Vadis  Group,  January 
1  9,  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  High 
school  age  boys  are  invited  to 
attend  the  Quo  Vadis  group, 
which  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month.  Quo 
Vadis  provides  a  fraternal  en- 
vironment and  an  opportunity 
to  gather  for  fellowship,  prayer 
and  a  discussion  on  discern- 
ment and  vocations.  Next 
Quo  Vadis  Group  February 
1  6.  Please  contact  the  Office 
of  Vocations  for  more  infor- 
mation at  91  9.832.6279. 


St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic  School 

When  we  walk  together,  we  walk  as  one, 
one  School,  one  church,  one  faith-based  community. 

Please  join  us  on  February  4th 
For  Open  House 

Elementary:  6:00-8:00  P.M. 
Early  Childhood:  6:00-7:00  p.m. 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic  School  cordially  invites  you 
to  attend  its  annual  open  house  and  open  registration  night 
during  Catholic  Schools  Week  on  Thursday,  February  4th. 
Classrooms  will  be  open  and  there  will  be  guided  tours 
every  twenty  minutes.  Teachers  and  staff  will  be  on  hand 
to  answer  any  questions  you  may  have. 

Registration  packets  for  the  2010- 
201 1  school  year  and  financial  aid 
information  for  K-8fh  grades  will  be 
available. 


For  more  information: 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic  School 
520  West  Holding  Avenue 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587 


Phone:919-556-7613  ♦  Fax:919-570-0071 
E-mail:  jhebert@saintcafherinesienawf.org 


Vocations  Prayer  Group 

for  Women,  January  1 4, 
7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  219 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27603.  Single  Catholic 
women  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-45  who  are  committed  to 
praying  for  vocations,  growing 
in  holiness  while  in  the  midst 
of  the  world,  and  discerning 
the  call  of  Christ  are  in- 
vited to  the  Vocations  Prayer 
Group  for  Women.  Thursday 
evening  meetings  will  begin 
in  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
with  Adoration  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  at  7  pm  followed 
by  Benediction.  At  8  pm  the 
group  will  move  to  the  Office 
of  Vocations  for  fellowship 
and  discussions.  Meetings 
should  end  by  9  pm.  Next 
group  on  February  1 8. 
Contact  Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger, 
vocations@raldioc.org. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  January  1  6,  9  a.m. 
-  1  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton 
Street,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27603. 
Adult  Catholic  men  between 
the  ages  of  1  7-48  discerning 
a  possible  call  to  Priesthood 
are  invited  to  the  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group  meetings 
held  on  the  third  Saturday  of 
each  month.  If  you  are  just 
beginning  to  contemplate  a 
vocation  or  are  more  serious 
about  a  call  to  priesthood 
please  consider  attending  this 
group.  The  Priesthood  Dis- 
cernment Group  provides  a 
fraternal  environment  in  which 
to  discuss  your  discernment 
of  a  possible  call  to  Priest- 
hood with  other  men  who 
are  also  examining  the  call. 
The  group  discusses  issues 
central  to  the  call  and  does  so 
within  the  context  of  prayer, 
presentations,  and  discus- 
sion. The  morning  begins  with 
Mass.  Coffee  and  doughnuts 


will  be  available  in  the  Office 
of  Vocations  (two  doors  down 
from  the  Cathedral)  after 
Mass.  Morning  Prayer,  a 
discussion/presentation  about 
discernment/ Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch  fol- 
low. Next  Discernment  Group 
February  1 3.  For  more  infor- 
mation contact  the  Vocations 
Office,  919.832.6279. 

Mass,  Rally  and  March 
for  Life,  January  1 6.  Bishop 
Burbidge  will  celebrate  a 
Mass  for  Life  at  8  am  at  St. 
Joseph  Catholic  Church  in 
Raleigh.  The  annual  North 
Carolina  Rally  and  March 
for  Life  will  follow  later  in  the 
day  at  1  p.m.  in  Nash  Square 
(comer  of  Hargett  and  Mc- 
Dowell Streets  in  downtown 
Raleigh). 

Mass  and  National  March 
for  Life,  January  22  at 
1 1 :30  a.m.  in  the  Basilica 
of  the  National  Shrine  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception, 
Washington,  D.C  The  Most 
Reverend  Peter  J.  Jugis, 
Bishop  of  Charlotte,  will 
celebrate  a  Mass  with  Bishop 
Burbidge  as  the  principal 
concelebrant  and  homilist. 
Mass  will  be  followed  at  1 
p.m.  with  the  National  March 
for  Life.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Sr.  Joan  Jurski, 
OSF,  at  9 19.82 1.9751. 

Single/Single  Again 
Ministry  1 5th  Anniversary 
Mass,  Sunday,  January  24 
at  5  p.m.  A  Mass  will  be  said 
by  the  Dominican  Fathers 
with  dinner  and  fellowship  to 
follow.  We  would  appreciate 
your  help  in  contacting  any- 
one who  has  been  touched 
by  the  Single/Single  Again 
Ministry  in  the  past,  including 
anyone  who  has  moved  out 
of  the  Diocese  and  married 
couples.  Encourage  them 
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to  join  in  this  celebration. 
Please  send  their  name, 
email  or  street  address  to 
Celia  Keator  at  ckeator® 
nc.rr.com  and  she  will  add 
them  to  the  invitation  list. 

Catholic  Charities  Choco- 
late Affair  to  Remember, 

January  30,  6:30-10  p.m. 
at  St.  Ann  Church,  357  N. 
Cool  Spring  Street,  Fayette- 
ville,  N.C  28301 .  Seventh 
Annual  Benefit  for  Fayetteville 
Regional  Office  of  Catholic 
Charities,  featuring  choco- 
late desserts,  silent  and  live 
auctions;  live  entertainment. 
$25  per  person.  For  more 
information  contact  Lisa 
Perkins  at  9 1 0.424.2020  or 
lisa.perkins@raldioc.org. 

Pre-Tailgate  Souper 
Bowl  Supper,  February  6, 
6-10  p.m.  at  Holy  Family 
Church,  1 453  North  Road 
Street,  Elizabeth  City,  N.C. 
27909.  The  night  before 
the  Big  Game,  come  out  to 
Holy  Family  in  Elizabeth  City 
for  adults-only  soup  sup- 
per with  entertainment  and 
door  prizes  to  benefit  the 
Albemarle  Regional  Office  of 
Catholic  Charities.  $25  per 
person.  For  more  information 


contact  Stephanie  Harrell  at 
252.426.7717  or  stepha- 
nie.harrell@raldioc.org. 

Justice  Theater  Project 
celebrates  Black  History 
Month  with  August  Wilson's 
Fences,  February  1  2-28. 
St.  Mary's  School,  Pittman 
Auditorium  ,  Hillsborough 
Street  in  Raleigh. 

Mardi  Gras.  Pope  John  Paul 
II  Catholic  School  in  South- 
em  Pines,  N.C.  is  hosting  its 
second  annual  Mardi  Gras 
event  at  the  Country  Club  of 
North  Carolina  in  Pinehurst 
on  Saturday,  February  1 3,  at 
6  p.m.  The  event  will  feature 
casino  gaming,  a  $1 0,000 
raffle,  live  and  silent  auction, 
heavy  hors  d'oeuvres  and  a 
cash  bar.  Dress  is  cocktail 
attire.  Tickets  are  $50  each 
with  proceeds  going  towards 
increasing  technology  in  the 
classrooms,  educational  de- 
velopment and  scholarships. 
Call  910.692.6241  or  visit 
www.jp2catholicschool.org 
to  purchase  raffle  tickets  or 
Mardi  Gras  event  tickets. 

All  that  Glitters  Dinner 
Dance-Auction,  March  6, 
6:30-10:30  p.m.  at  St.  Paul 


Please  pray  for  these  deceased  priests 
during  the  upcoming  months 


January 

Msgr.  Charles  J.  O'Connor,  1976 
Rev.  Francis  Connolly,  2008 
Msgr.  Edward  T.  Gilbert,  1983 
Msgr.  Michael  A.  Irwin,  1952 
Msgr.  Eugene  H.  Livelsberger,  1987 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Sweeney,  1958 
Rev.  Robert  J.  MacMillan,  1962 
Rev.  Edward  P.  Mahoney,  2009 

February 

Rev.  John  G.  O'Brien,  1997 
Rev.  Frank  J.  Stangl,  2008 
Rev.  Richard  E.  Barrett,  1959 
Rev.  Clarence  F.  Hill,  1966 
Rev.  George  A.  Watkins,  1948 
Rev.  James  W.  Kennedy,  1970 

March 

Rev.  Eugene  J.  (Chip)  O'Toole,  1996 
Rev.  John  H.  Huston,  1976 
Rev.  William  McNulty,  M.S.,  1992 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Gorham,  1981 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Morrissey,  1949 
Rev.  Richard  Harper,  S.J.,  1991 
Rev.  Robert  Wilken,  1993 
Msgr.  William  F.  O'Brien,  1960 


Rev.  Cletus  J.  Helfrich,  1971 
Rev.  Kenneth  I.  Parker,  1976 
Rev.  Kevin  C.  Fahey,  2002 
Rev.  Bernard  J.  McDevitt,  1942 
Msgr.  Lawrence  C.  Newman,  1981 
Rev.  Arthur  J.  Racette,  1975 
Rev.  Thomas  E.  Curran,  1983 
Rev.  Philip  J.  O'Mara,  1975 


Rev.  Francis  K.  Brennan,  1962 
Rev.  Edward  J.  Beatty,  1990 
Rev.  Lawrence  J.  Hill,  1985 
Rev.  Vincent  J.  Mahoney,  1977 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Tait,  1988 


Rev.  James  Gallagher,  1950 

Rev.  John  D.  Kells,  1990 

Rev.  Elias  Zaytoun,  1941 

Rev.  John  M.  Breunig,  1985 

Msgr.  James  E.  McSweeney,  V.G.,  1999 

Rev.  James  E.  Waters,  1996 

Rev.  Justin  P.  Pechulis,  1983 

Rev.  Aloysius  Adler,  1954 

Knights  of  Columbus 


Church  Family  Life  Center, 
3005  Country  Club  Road, 
New  Bern,  N.C.  28562. 
Catholic  Charities  fund- 
raiser to  benefit  the  Senior 
Pharmacy  Program.  Featur- 


North  Carolina  State  Council 

ing  live  dance  music,  silent 
auction  and  sit-down  dinner. 
$25  per  person.  For  more 
information  contact  Kim 
Walling  at  252.638.3657 
or  kim.walling@raldioc.org. 


Upcoming  events 

at  Avila  Retreat  Center 

71 1  Mason  Road,  Durham.  2771  2. 
To  register  or  for  more  information,  call 
919.477.1285. 

Being  a  Spiritual  Companion,  January 
20,  9:30  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  Spiritual  Compan- 
ions support 
another's  desire 
to  grow  in  their 
relationship 
with  God.  This 
program  will 
help  spiritual 
companions  de- 
velop skills  to  be 
with  others  in  a 
caring,  compas- 
sionate and 


appropriate  way.  Presenter:  Sr.  Rose  Adams, 
IHM,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Evangelization 
and  Catechesis  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
Her  Masters  Degrees  are  in  Religious  Studies 
and  Christian  Spirituality.  Sister  Rose  is  also  a 
certified  Spiritual  Director.  Donation:  $30. 

Charisms  in  the  Life  and  Mission  of 
the  Church,  January  29-31 ,  7  p.m.  Friday 
to  1 1  a.m.  Sunday.  This  retreat  will  consist  of 
four  talks  on  the  different  charisms  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  found  in  the  Catechism  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  1  Corinthians  12-14  andlsaiah  1 1 . 
Retreatants  will  be  given  opportunities  to 
yield  to  the  gifts  and  exercise  use  of  them  in 
various  ways  throughout  the  weekend.  Time 
will  be  included  for  personal  and  group  prayer 
and  ministry.  Presenter:  Mark  Nehrbas  is  an 
evangelist  who  has  spoken  at  retreats,  confer- 
ences and  days  of  renewal  throughout  the  U.S. 
and  abroad.  Mark  has  been  employed  on  the 


campus  of  Franciscan  University  of  Steuben- 
ville,  Ohio,  since  1 985,  currently  as  Director  of 
Christian  Outreach.  Donation:  $1 30. 

Men's  12-Step  Spirituality  Re- 
treat, February  1 9-2 1 ,  Friday  7  p.m.  to 
Sunday  1  1  a.m..  Contact  Charlie  Cawley, 
919.881.0495. 

Lenten  Spirituality  Day,  March  3,  9:30 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.  Come  to  pray  and  reflect  with 
Bishop  Burbidge  on  the  place  conversion  and 
spiritual  renewal  have  in  our  hearts  and  lives 
during  the  season  of  Lent.  Presenter:  The 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  is  Bishop 
of  Raleigh.  A  Philadelphia  native,  he  served 
before  his  installation  in  Raleigh  as  parochial 
vicar,  educator,  administrative  secretary  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Philadelphia,  seminary  rector 
and  Auxiliary  Bishop.  He  holds  a  doctorate  in 
Education.  Donation:  $30. 


A  Special  Partnership 

Catholic  Newman  Center,  UNC-Chapel  Hill 


In  the  early  days  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
Catholic  students  were  rare.  As  late  as  1917,  there  was  only 
one  Catholic  student  at  the  University  Today  the  Catholic 
Newman  Center  at  UNC  is  a  full-fledged  parish  serving  over 
750  UNC  students  and  more  than  600  families.  Its  membership 
includes  faculty,  alumni,  neighbors  and  their  children,  and  its 
outreach  extends  far  beyond  the  campus. 


In  1922  Chapel  Hill  became 
a  mission  of  Durham,  and  Mass 
was  celebrated  at  the  YMCA. 
Twenty  years  later  the  Catholic 
population  increased  dramatical- 
ly, however,  when  the  University 
was  chosen  as  a  Navy  Pre -Flight 
School.  Of  the  25,000  cadets 
who  trained  there,  34%  were 
Catholic.  The  current  property 
was  purchased  in  1946.  By  1949 
the  Catholic  students  were  calling 
themselves  the  Aquinas  Club;  the 
group  became  the  Newman  Club 
in  1954. 

The  present  building  was  con- 
structed with  funds  from  the  Dio- 
cese and  dedicated  in  1968.  Origi- 
nally the  Catholic  Student  Center 
was  to  be  for  unmarried  students 
only,  but  soon  others  who  found 
it  convenient  were  welcomed  to 
Sunday  Mass  provided  that  their 


financial  contributions  were 
returned  to  their  home 
parishes. 

In  1971,  the 
Newman 
Center  was 

given  the  status  of  a  "personal 
parish"  -  a  parish  erected  for  the 
needs  of  a  particular  group  - 
under  the  title  Mary,  Mother  of  the 
Church.  The  chapel  was  expanded 
in  1980  to  accommodate  the 
growing  community. 

Over  the  years  the  Newman 
Center  has  evolved  into  a  special 
partnership  between  campus 
ministry  and  parish  life,  with 
three  student  leaders  serving  on 
the  parish  staff  each  year.  Msgr. 
John  Wall,  the  current  pastor, 
speaks  with  admiration  of  the 
spirit  and  enthusiasm  of  the  stu- 
dents and  the  parishioners.  Some 


resource 


Center,  UNC- 
Chapel  Hill 

218  Pittsboro 
Street,  Chapel 
Hill,  NC,  27516, 
919.929.3730 


300  parishioners  participate  in 
small  groups  engaged  in  activi- 
ties such  as  Scripture  study  or 
learning  Catholic  social  teaching 
or  prayer.  Some  of  the  groups  are 
students  only  while  others  are 
intergenerational.  Four  different 
choirs  bring  their  talents  to  litur- 
gies, which  include  daily  Mass 
on  weekday  evenings  and  four 
Masses  on  weekends.  There  are 
numerous  retreats  for  students 
during  the  year.  Catechetical  pro- 
grams serve  the  children  of  the 
parish  from  kindergarten  through 
high  school- 

Msgr.  Wall  has  spent  the  majority 
of  his  nearly  50  years  of  priest- 
hood ministering  to  youth.  He 
describes  the  young  people  he  sees 
at  the  Newman  Center  as  "serious, 
conscientious  and  altruistic,"  and 
groups  from  the  parish  reach  out 
to  those  in  need  in  countless  ways, 
from  local  activities  such  as  Habitat 
for  Humanity  and  volunteering  at 
the  Interfaith  Council  Homeless 

Shelter  to  "alter- 
native breaks," 
in  which 
students  vol- 
unteer their 
vacation  time  to 
serve  the  vulner- 
able in  places  as  far-flung  as 
Philadelphia,  South  Carolina, 
Kentucky  and  Jamaica. 
The  students  serve  each  other  as 
well.  Msgr.  Wall  describes  with 
wonder  how  a  handful  of  students 
spends  Wednesday  afternoons 
cooking  "fabulous"  meals  for  the 
150  classmates  who  come  for 
Mass  and  dinner  in  the  evening. 

The  Catholic  Newman  Center  at 
UNC  is  indeed  a  special  partner- 
ship, between  campus  ministry 
and  parish,  but  also,  through  its 
emphasis  on  service  and  justice, 
with  the  wider  community. 


MtMMM 
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local  news 


Immaculata  School  Celebrating  Centennial  Year 

Last  August,  Immaculata  Catholic  School  of  Im- 
maculate Conception  Parish  in  Durham  began 
its  year-long  celebration  of  100  years  of  Catho- 
lic education.  In  his  homily  at  the  opening 
Mass,  Pastor  Father  Dan  McLellan,  O.EM.,  noted,  "It  was 
service  to  the  Durham  community  that  brought  Immacu- 
lata School  to  be  and  it  is  that  continued  service  that  is 
at  the  heart  of  Immaculata  today."  He  showed  the  parish- 
ioners a  portrait  of  Msgr.  William  E  O'Brien,  the  schools 
founding  pastor  and  the  first  resident  pastor  of  Immacu- 
late Conception,  where  he  served  from  1906  until  1951. 


The  parish  school,  known  then  as 
St.  Mary  School,  opened  in  1909, 
staffed  by  the  Sisters  of  Saint  Domi- 
nic of  Newburg,  New  York.  Nine 
pupils  were  enrolled,  but  by  the  end 
of  the  first  year  23  children  were  in 
attendance.  In  his  memoirs,  Msgr. 
O'Brien  wrote  happily,  "A  school 
like  this  in  a  Protestant  stronghold 
is  one  of  the  glories  of  the  Church." 
The  school  began  in  the  little  rectory 
now  behind  the  church,  but  as  it 
grew,  it  would  move  to  successively 
larger  buildings.  In  the  1940s,  it 
was  known  as  St.  Williams  School, 
perhaps  after  an  Auxiliary  Bishop  of 
Chicago  (another  William  O'Brien) 
who  persuaded  the  Catholic  Exten- 
sion Society  to  pay  for  the  purchase 
and  renovation  of  a  home  for  the 
school  on  Chapel  Hill  Street.  Con- 
struction on  the  current  building 
on  Burch  Avenue  began  in  1994. 
In  2004,  construction  began  on  the 
Emily  Krzyzewski  Family  Center 
on  land  given  by  the  parish.  The 
Center  now  serves  the  parish  and  the 
school,  as  well  as  the  larger  commu- 
nity. 

Today  375  students  attend  Immac- 
ulata Catholic  School.  The  student 
population  includes  74%  Catholic, 
21%  non-Catholic;  60%  Caucasian, 
8%  Asian, 
10%  Hispanic, 
16%  African 
American  and 
6%  multiracial. 
Students  have 
come  from 
Korea,  Malay- 
sia, Africa,  and 
South  and  Cen- 
tral America. 


St.  Mary's  Catholic  School  and  Kinder- 
garden  -  Erected  1 91 3;  removed  1 956 
for  new  Church. 


January  2010 


Dear  Parishioners  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh: 

As  we  reflect  upon  this  past  year,  we  realize  that  it  has 
been  a  challenging  economic  time  for  many  of  our  parish- 
ioners. The  Diocese  is  not  immune  to  those  challenging 
economic  times,  and  we  continue  to  work  proactively  to 
ensure  that  the  finances  of  the  Diocese  are  stable  and  that 
the  Diocese  is  positioned  well  for  the  future.  Even  during 
this  time,  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  continues  to  experience 
many  blessings,  some  of  which  will  be  summarized 
in  this  letter.  In  this  Year  for  Priests,  we  give 
special  thanks  for  the  gift  of  the  Priesthood 
and  for  the  faithful  Priestly  service  to 
the  people  of  our  Diocese.  We  are  also 
grateful  for  the  dedicated  service  of  our 
deacons,  consecrated  religious,  pastoral 
administrators,  and  laity.  We  are  grate- 
ful for  our  seminarians  and  all  those 
pursuing  the  call  to  Priesthood  and  for 
our  increasing  number  of  men  preparing 
for  service  as  Deacons.  We  are  blessed  by 
all  of  the  diversity  embodied  in  the  Catholic 
faithful  in  our  Diocese.  We  are  also  blessed  by 
the  many  faithful  in  our  Diocese  who  live  their  lives 
by  acting  on  their  Catholic  values  to  help  bring  about  a 
more  just  and  caring  society  and  world. 

Through  the  sharing  of  time,  talent,  and  treasure  by  our 
parishioners,  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  been  blessed  with 
the  gifts  of  resources  to  be  used  wisely  and  prudently  to 
advance  the  mission  of  the  Church.  I  convey  my  deep  ap- 
preciation for  these  gifts  so  generously  shared,  especially 
at  this  time  when  there  are  many  financial  and  economic 
concerns. 

As  your  Bishop,  I  am  entrusted  with  ensuring  the  proper 
stewardship  of  all  of  our  resources,  including  our  financial 
resources.  As  part  of  that  stewardship,  I  present  this  letter 
regarding  the  finances  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  for  the  fis- 
cal year  ended  June  30,  2009. 

Financial  Audit 

The  independent  accounting  firm  of  Williams,  Over- 
man, Pierce  and  Company  LLP  audits  the  finances  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  annually.  Those  financial  statements 
can  be  found  on  the  Diocesan  website  at  www.dioceseo- 
fraleigh.org/who/diocese/audit/  so  that  all  parishioners  can 
have  access  to  them.  Those  without  access  to  a  computer 
who  would  like  a  hard  copy  of  the  financial  statements, 
or  those  who  have  questions  on  the  audited  financial 
statements,  can  contact  Mr.  Russell  C.  Elmayan,  Dioc- 
esan Chief  Financial  Officer,  at  919-821-9704  or  at  russ. 
elmayan@raldioc.org.  As  in  past  years,  the  audit  report 


is  accompanied  by  an  unqualified  opinion.  This  indicates 
that  the  auditors  believe  that  the  financial  statements  fairly 
and  accurately  present  the  financial  picture  at  the  Diocese. 
It  is  our  policy  to  operate  within  our  means  and  to  operate 
with  a  balanced  budget. 

The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  remains  financially  stable,  and 
the  Diocese  ended  the  year  with  a  surplus  from  its  day-to- 
day operations.  The  surplus  was  enhanced  by  unrestricted 
estate  proceeds  that  came  to  the  Diocese  during  the  fiscal 
year.  However,  because  of  non-cash  related  entries 
(an  entry  to  account  for  the  change  in  market 
value  of  an  interest  rate  swap  related  to  a 
bond  issue  several  years  ago  to  secure 
cash  for  parish  construction  loans,  an 
entry  for  the  actuarial  projection  of 
long  term  care  for  retired  priests,  and 
the  impact  of  unrealized  losses  on 
the  Diocesan  endowments  due  to  the 
performance  of  the  overall  financial 
market),  the  financial  statements  show  a 
decrease  in  net  assets  for  the  year  ended 
June  2009. 

During  this  turbulent  economic  environ- 
ment, with  the  advice  and  recommendations  from 
the  Diocesan  Finance  Council,  we  continue  to  take  steps 
to  keep  the  finances  of  the  Diocese  as  safe  as  possible. 
Those  steps  include: 

1)  actively  investing  surplus  short  term  Diocesan  and  parish 
funds  into  insured  or  the  safest  financial  instruments, 

2)  maintaining  liquidity  to  provide  for  parish  loans  that 
have  been  approved  but  not  yet  drawn  and  for  parish 
loan  requests  expected  to  be  made  in  the  coming  years, 

3)  working  closely  with  an  investment  committee  of  Cath- 
olic Investment  professionals  which  advises  the  Dioc- 
esan Finance  Council  on  the  investments  in  its  endow- 
ments and  pension  plans  and  which  has  implemented 
new  strategies  in  diversifying  Diocesan  investments, 

4)  continuing  to  implement  a  plan  to  provide  more  fund- 
ing to  the  priest  pension  plan  in  order  to  keep  its  fund- 
ing ratios  at  a  prudent  level,  and 

5)  studying  a  plan  to  provide  a  new  and  enhanced  retire- 
ment benefit  for  lay  employees  without  negatively 
impacting  parish  and  school  finances. 

Virtually  all  of  our  Diocesan  expenditures  are  in  support 
of  parishes  or  parish  ministry  in  some  form  or  fashion  - 
from  the  expenditures  for  pastoral  ministry,  to  the  support 
from  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  for  our  local  Catholic  Chari- 
ties, to  the  grants  given  to  parishes  and  charitable  institu- 
tions, to  the  parish  loan  and  insurance  fund.  All  of  our 
resources  come,  in  some  manner,  from  parishioners,  either 
from  the  Bishops  Annual  Appeal  gifts,  parish  assessments, 
or  wills,  bequests  or  other  planned  gifts.  Therefore,  as 
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stewards  of  those  resources,  we  are  accountable  to  you, 
our  parishioners. 

The  Bishops  Annual  Appeal  continues  to  be  the  largest 
single  source  of  income  for  diocesan  ministries.  Year  in  and 
year  out  approximately  93%  of  what  is  pledged  is  fulfilled. 

We  have  challenges  to  meet  in  the  coming  years.  Those 
challenges  continue  to  be: 

1)  operating  with  a  balanced  budget  during  these  difficult 
economic  times  when  parish  offertory  is  not  increasing 
in  the  same  way  as  in  previous  years, 

2)  protecting  the  Diocesan  assets  during  these  turbulent 
economic  times, 

3)  providing  a  just  retirement  benefit  to  lay  employees 
without  negatively  impacting  finances  at  parishes  and 
tuition  at  Catholic  Schools, 

4)  adequately  funding  the  costs  of  pensions  and  post- 
retirement  medical  costs  for  priests, 

5)  helping  to  fund  the  construction  of  mission  churches 
where  the  parishioners  are  unable  at  the  present  time  to 
pay  for  the  construction  of  facilities,  and 

6)  having  access  to  capital  so  that  all  parishes  can  con- 
struct needed  facilities  if  they  show  the  ability  to  repay 
construction  loans.  All  of  these  challenges  will  be 
addressed  in  a  planned  and  prudent  manner  with  the 
consultation  of  the  Priests  Council  and  the  Diocesan 
Finance  Council. 

Diocesan  Growth  and  Initiatives 


In  addition  to  our  financial  prudence,  even  during  these 
turbulent  economic  times  for  many,  there  are  many  signs 
that  our  Diocese  is  healthy  and  vibrant: 

•  The  registered  Catholic  population  of  the  Diocese  stands 
at  217,225,  which  is  42.5%  higher  than  just  ten  years 
ago.  The  total  population  of  eastern  North  Carolina  has 
grown  by  21%  during  that  same  time  period.  The  Catho- 
lic population  is  growing  twice  as  fast  as  the  overall 
population  in  eastern  North  Carolina,  and  that  does  not 
include  the  large  number  of  Spanish-speaking  Catholics 
who  by  custom  often  do  not  register  at  parishes. 

•  Catholics  now  comprise  4.9%  of  the  population  in  an 
area  where  the  Catholic  population  was  below  1%  of  the 
population  less  than  two  generations  ago. 

•  In  the  last  year  in  our  Diocese,  there  were  over  6,355 
baptisms  (vs.  3,825  in  1999),  4,947  first  communions 
(vs.  2,878  in  1999),  and  over  2,000  confirmations  (vs. 
1,623  in  1999). 

•  Our  Catholic  Schools  are  currently  educating  over 
8,961  students,  and  over  31,148  children  and  adults  are 
actively  involved  in  faith  formation  programs  in  parishes 
across  the  Diocese. 


•  Responding  to  our  call  as  disciples  of  Jesus  to  serve  all, 
especially  the  least  among  us,  in  the  past  year  Catholic 
Charities  had  over  61,000  occasions  to  serve  people, 
regardless  of  religious  affiliation  or  station  in  life. 

•  As  of  June  2009,  the  Diocesan  Deposit  and  Loan 
program  had  93  outstanding  loans  totaling  over  $43 
million  to  parishes  throughout  the  Diocese  in  support 
of  construction  of  new  schools,  churches,  and  education 
buildings.  Parishes  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  have  over 
$51  million  on  deposit  in  429  savings  accounts  with  the 
Diocese.  The  Diocese  has  borrowed  over  $32  million 
from  banks  to  provide  financing  for  loans  to  be  made  in 
the  near  future. 

•  Even  after  a  decade  of  unprecedented  expansion  of  facili- 
ties to  serve  the  people  of  God,  there  are  sixteen  parishes 
in  the  planning  process  for  construction  of  new  facilities 
to  meet  the  needs  of  our  expanding  Catholic  population. 

•  As  of  November  2009,  over  13,286  clergy,  employees, 
and  leadership  volunteers  have  been  trained  in  recogniz- 
ing and  reporting  child  abuse  and  neglect. 

•  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  Home  Mission  Society  continues 
to  secure  funding  to  help  support  the  construction  of 
mission  churches  and  chapels  in  parts  of  the  Diocese 
where  the  Catholic  population  is  growing  but  where  the 
parishioners  are  not  financially  able  at  this  time  to  pay 
for  the  buildings  needed  to  accommodate  the  growing 
population.  The  first  grant  disbursement  of  $250,000  for 
assistance  in  construction  of  a  parish  church  is  antici- 
pated before  the  end  of  the  2009-10  fiscal  year. 

God  continues  to  richly  bless  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  and 
we  are  privileged  to  be  His  instruments. 

In  appreciation 


I  thank  the  dedicated  members  of  our  Diocesan  Finance 
Council  for  their  steadfast  service  and  excellent  advice. 
Our  thirteen  member  Council  meets  monthly  and  comes 
from  parishes  across  the  Diocese.  It  is  composed  of  three 
priests  and  ten  lay  professionals  who  graciously  give  their 
time  and  expertise  in  service  of  the  Church. 

I  am  grateful  to  God  for  sending  me  to  be  your  Bishop, 
and  I  thank  you  for  the  countless  ways  you  support  me 
and  our  Diocese.  I  extend  my  gratitude  for  all  of  you  and 
for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  and  I  assure  you  of  my  contin- 
ued prayers. 

Sincerely  in  Christ, 

Most  Reverend  Michael  F  Burbidge 
Bishop  of  Raleigh 


January /February  2010 
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Stewards  of  God's  Gifts 


Through  our  Lord,  all  things  are  possible. 

Every  year  the  ministries  supported  by  the  Bishop  s  Annual 
Appeal  continue  the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ.  Your  generosity 
helps  to  bring  these  good  works  to  many  in  our  Diocese. 

Please  make  a  pledge  to  the  BAA  this  week  at  your  parish. 

Every  sacrifice  answers  God's  call  to  follow  Christ's  example 
of  caring  for  our  brothers  and  sisters. 


Generously  serve  one  another! 

Bishop's  Annual  Appeal 


:or  more  information  contact  Michael  Pedley,  Director  of  Stewardship  and  Institutional  Advancement  -  Mike.Pedley<3>raldioc.org  -  919  821  9721 


lease  recycle 


THE  MAGAZINE 


OF  THE  CATHOLIC 


HURCH  IN  EASTERN 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


DIOCESE     OF  RALEIGH 


ay. 


North  Carolina  Catholics  talk  about  Lent,  prayer 
and  seeking  a  closer  relationship  with  God 


Year    for  priests 


Youth  Celebrate  Priesthood 
With  Winning  Words 


querido    lector    de  NCC 


march    for  Life 
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It  has  been  edifying  to  witness,  in  some  very  special  ways 
these  past  weeks,  the  outpouring  of  generosity  and  the 
abundance  of  prayers  on  the  part  of  the  faithful  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh.  Your  response  to  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Haiti  in  their  time  of  dire  need  has  been  extraordi- 
nary. It  was  also  magnificent  to  see  the  prayers  and  witness  on 
behalf  of  the  unborn  at  the  Masses  and  marches  in  Raleigh  and 
Washington.  Likewise, 
your  enthusiasm  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Bishops 
Annual  Appeal  to  help 
Catholic  Charities  and 
our  entire  Diocese  to 
show  the  face  of  Christ 
to  those  in  need  is  deep- 
ly appreciated.  I  extend 
profound  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  generosity  and  prayers,  especially  oh  behalf  of 
weak  and  most  vulnerable  in  our  communities  and  throughout  the  world. 


Return  to  the  Lord 
With  All  Your  Heart 


the 


Our  fervent  prayer  and  spirit  of  generosity  must  be  sus- 
tained especially  in  the  sacred  season  of  Lent.  In  the  read- 
ing on  Ash  Wednesday,  the  prophet  Joel  proclaims,  "Even 
now,  says  the  Lord,  return  to  me  with  your  whole  heart." 
In  prayer,  we  give  to  the  Lord  not  only  our  voices  but  our 
hearts  —  hearts  that  long  to  draw  near  to  His  infinite  love.  If 
for  some  reason  the  busy  lives  you  lead  have  played  a  factor 
in  preventing  you  from  sustaining  a  consistent  prayer  life, 
perhaps  the  Lord  is  asking  you  to  take  deliberate  steps  this 
Lent  to  "slow  down."  If  you  have 
moved  away  from  the  practice 
of  beginning  and  concluding 
each  day  with  quiet  prayer,  now 
is  the  time  to  begin  anew.  May 
I  also  suggest  that  you  make  an 
effort  during  Lent  to  go  beyond 
your  Sunday  obligation  and  to 
participate  more  frequently  in  the 
perfect  prayer,  the  Holy  Sacri- 
fice of  the  Mass.  Your  fervent  prayer  is  a  reflection  of  your 
desire  to  "return  to  the  Lord  with  all  your  heart." 

Our  love  for  the  Lord  is  also  reflected  in  the  love  we 
extend  to  one  another.  I  recently  joined  some  youth  from 
our  Diocese  in  the  feeding  of  the  hungry  from  our  com- 
munity. One  young  girl  stated,  "I  have  never  felt  such  joy." 
She  understood  correctly  that  our  peace  and  joy  are  found 
not  in  clinging  to  ourselves  or  material  goods,  but  rather 
in  freely  giving  ourselves,  our  gifts  and  our  time  to  help 
those  in  need.  Perhaps  this  Lent  you  can  offer  your  service 
in  a  new  way  to  a  parish  outreach  program  or  ministry 
designed  to  reach  out  in  love  to  our  brothers  and  sisters 
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Our  fasting  is  a  means  to 
remind  us  of  what  we  "truly 
need  in  life"  and  a  way  to  free 
ourselves  so  that  we  may  share 
our  gifts  with  others. 


asking  for  assistance. 

In  addition  to  renewed  prayer  and  almsgiving,  the  Lenten 
season  highlights  for  us  the  spiritual  discipline  of  fasting. 
Our  fasting  is  a  means  to  remind  us  of  what  we  "truly  need 
in  life"  and  a  way  to  free  ourselves  so  that  we  may  share 
our  gifts  with  others.  With  God's  grace,  fast  from  the  things 
of  this  world  that  weigh  you  down.  Fast  from  behavior  that 
is  contrary  to  the  Gospel,  including  uncharitable  remarks 
and  deeds,  grudges  and  bitterness.  In  fact,  seek  to  forgive 

someone  who  has  hurt  or  of- 
fended you,  in  imitation  of  the 
infinite  mercy  God  extends  to 
each  one  of  us. 

I  also  encourage  you  to  dem- 
onstrate your  desire  "to  return 
to  the  Lord"  by  celebrating  the 
Sacrament  of  Penance  especial- 
|    ly  in  the  Lenten  Season.  Express 
your  desire  to  leave  behind  the 
"old  way"  of  living  and  to  put  on  the  "new  person."  In  do- 
ing so,  you  come  to  understand  the  depth  of  God's  great 
love  for  you.  It  is  a  love  so  great  that  He  sent  His  only  Son 
for  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins.  As  you  make  the  Stations 
of  the  Cross  and  meditate  upon  His  suffering,  death  and 
resurrection,  know  of  the  Lord's  great  desire  to  embrace, 
to  forgive  and  to  heal  you. 

It  is  my  hope  that  this  sacred  season  of  Lent  will  be  a 
time  of  abundant  spiritual  blessings  for  you  and  all  those 
you  love.  With  God's  grace  may  you  "return  to  the  Lord 
with  your  whole  heart"  through  prayer,  fasting  and  almsgiv- 
ing and  come  to  celebrate  anew  God's  great  love  for  you. 
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Prayer  Is  a  Way  of  Life 

North  Carolina  Catholics  talk  about 
Lent,  prayer  and  seeking  a  closer  relation- 
ship with  God 
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Raleigh,  Washington  D.C. 

•  More  than  2,000  Catholics  from  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh,  joined  by  Catholics  from  the  Diocese  of 
Charlotte,  traveled  to  Washington,  D.C.January  22  to 
take  part  in  the  North  Carolina  Mass  for  Life  and  the 
National  March  for  Life. 
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►►  La  oracion  es  una 
forma  de  vida  -  La 

revista  mensual  NC 
Catholics  nos  habla  sobre 
la  Cuaresma,  la  oracion  y  la 
busqueda  de  una  relation 
mas  cercana  a  Dios. 
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9  Simon  in  Haiti 

-  Rich  Reece 
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1 0  Saint  Margaret  Clitherow 
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1 1  The  Stational  Churches  of  Rome 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  Hadden 

1 1  Vivamos  en  el  amor  de  Dios 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


year  for  priests 

22  Youth  Celebrate  Priesthood  With 
Winning  Words  -  Youth  from 
Catholic  Schools  and  parish  Faith 
Formation  classes  pen  prize  essays 
and  poems 

parish  profile 

2  c  Worshipping,  working  and 

serving  together  -  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel,  Cary  -  Rich  Reece 
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A group  of  eleven  medical  professionals  left  Greenville  January 
28th  en  route  to  Saint  Damien  of  Molokai  Hospital  in  Port- 
au-Prince,  Haiti.  The  group,  put  together  by  Dr.  Greg  Mur- 
phy, a  urologist  and  general  surgeon  in  Pitt  County,  includes 
two  general  practitioners;  two  orthopedic  specialists;  two  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  specialists;  an  anesthesiologist;  two  nurses  and  a  staff  support 
person.  In  addition  to  Dr.  Murphy,  five  members  of  the  team  are  parish- 
ioners at  St.  Peter  Church  in  Greenville,  which  is  administered  by  the 
Passionist  Religious  Order.  They  are  Dr.  Mark  Dellasega;  Dr.  Kurt  Voos; 
Dr.  Marcus  Albernaz;  Mr.  Robert  Klug,  RN;  and  Mr.  Gregg  Tocozza. 
Other  members  of  the  team  are  Dr.  Chris  Hasty;  Dr.  Gordon  Koltis;  Dr. 
Perrin  Jones;  Dr.  Eric  Lindbeck;  and  Mr.  Cliff  Hambrook,  RN. 


Saint  Damien  Hospital  is 
operated  by  Passionist  Father 
Rick  Frechette,  who  has 
worked  with  the  poor  and 
ill  in  Central  America  since 


the  early  1980s.  Ordained  a 
priest  in  1979,  working  in 
Mexico,  Honduras  and  Haiti, 
Fr.  Frechette  felt  he  had  to 
do  more  and  got  permission 


to  enter  medical  school.  He 
earned  his  medical  degree  in 
1998  and  returned  to  Haiti 
to  minister  and  care  for  the 
people  in  the  poorest  country 
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in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
In  addition  to  building  the 
120  bed  hospital  which 
provides  long-term  care  to 
critically  ill  children  and 
outpatient  services  to  over 
30,000  children  and  adults 
a  year,  he  also  oversees 
the  management  and 
operations  of  St.  Helene 
Orphanage,  which  cares 
for  over  450  children.  He 
also  founded  the  St.  Luke 
Outreach  Program  which 
employs  over  300  people 
who  help  manage  and 
operate  17  street  schools, 
deliver  water  to  the  slums 
and  bury  the  unclaimed 
dead  from  the  city  morgue. 

Parishioners  at  St.  Peter 
Church  are  familiar  with 
the  dedicated  work  of  Fr. 
Frechette,  through  his  or 
a  staff  members  periodic 
visit  to  the  Greenville  par- 
ish, which  has  helped  with 
financial  support  to  the 
hospital  and  orphanage. 

Dr.  Murphy  said  when  he 
learned  that  both  facilities 
sustained  extensive  dam- 
age he  knew  he  had  to  do 
something.  He  said  with 
the  grace  of  God,  people 
began  stepping  forward, 
asking  if  they  could  help. 
No  stranger  to  Third  World 


medical  missions,  Dr. 
Murphy  told  the  others, 
"We  don't  know  what  we'll 
walk  into  or  if  we'll  be  able 
to  use  all  of  our  areas  of 
expertise.  We'll  do  what 
needs  to  be  done,  what- 
ever it  is  from  operating  on 
someone  to  cleaning  bed 
pans  to  moving  rubble." 

The  Passionist  Province 
of  St.  Paul  of  the  Cross, 
headquartered  in  South 
River,  NJ,  is  providing 
$25,000  to  help  with  trans- 
portation and  medical  sup- 
plies. Dr.  Murphy  said  the 
local  medical  community 
has  responded,  providing  a 
massive  amount  of  sup- 
plies, including  medicine 
and  bandages. 

Prior  to  their  departure, 
the  eleven  men  attended  a 
prayer  service  at  St.  Peter 
Church,  celebrated  by  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F  Bur- 
bidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
and  Reverend  Justin  Kerber, 
CP,  Pastor  of  the  parish. 
Bishop  Burbidge  expressed 
his  gratitude  to  the  group 
for  responding  to  the  cries 
for  help  being  heard  from 
the  people  of  Haiti.  "In 
your  response,"  he  said, 
"may  you  be  for  the  people 
the  face  of  Christ." 


Bishop  Celebrates  Mass  for  People  of  Haiti 

►►  On  Tuesday,  January  1  9,  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  celebrated  Mass  for  the  People  of  Haiti;  the 
victims,  their  families  and  the  survivors  of  the  devastat- 
ing earthquake  that  brought  death  and  destruction  to  the 
impoverished  island  nation. 

Bishop  Burbidge  cited  the  words  of  one  survivor,  who 
spoke  of  the  numerous  catastrophes  that  have  plagued  the 
island  nation  and  its  people.  The  survivor  said,  Haitians 
always  regain  hope,  "For  Haitians,  love  is  stronger." 

Bishop  Burbidge  addressed  the  question  that  arises 
following  this  type  of  disaster;  why  do  events  such  as  this 
happen  to  good  people?  Stating  it's  a  mystery  that  is  dif- 
ficult to  understand,  the  Bishop  said,  "We  find  guidance, 
comfort  and  enlightenment  in  God's  holy  Word,  in  the 
Sacraments  and  in  the  teachings  of  the  Church." 

"It  is  love  that  will  ignite  the  hope  of  the  Haitians  in  this 
dire  time  of  need:"  Bishop  Burbidge  added,  "the  love  of 
good  people  throughout  the  world,  reflected  in  the  help 
and  prayers  we  offer." 

Parishes  Begin  Reporting 
Funds  Collected  for  Haiti 


Responding  to  a  request  by  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge,  parishes  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  held  a  special 
collection  to  aid  relief  efforts  in  Haiti,  following  the  7.0 
earthquake  that  devastated  the  impoverished  island  nation. 
To  date,  $474,482  has  been  sent  to  the  Diocese  from  76 
of  its  96  parishes  and  missions.  All  the  money  collected  is 
being  sent  to  Catholic  Relief  Services  (CRS),  the  official 
relief  and  development  agency  of  the  United  States  Con- 
ference of  Catholic  Bishops  (USCCB). 

Among  the  parishes  reporting  are  Sacred  Heart 
Church  in  Pinehurst,  $1  6,703;  the  UNC-Newman 
Center  Church,  $1  6,595;  and  St.  Anthony  of  Padua  in 
Southern  Pines.  St.  Peter  in  Greenville  raised  $1  5,860 
for  CRS  and  collected  another  $8,949  for  St.  Damien  of 
Molokai  Hospital  in  Port-au-Prince,  which  provides  long- 
term  care  to  critically  injured  children.  The  hospital  was 
founded  and  run  by  Father  Rick  Frechette,  a  Passionist 
Priest.  St.  Peter  Church  in  Greenville  is  served  by  the 
Passionist  Religious  Order. 
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Bishop  and  Students  Serve 
Poor  on  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.  Holiday 


►►  A  group  of  two  dozen  Catholic 
high  school  students  joined  Bishop 
Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Monday,  January 
1  8,  in  preparing  a  luncheon  meal  for 
more  than  300  homeless  and  working 
poor  in  Raleigh.  The  service  day  took 
place  on  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Day, 
a  federal  holiday  honoring  the  late  civil 
rights  leader. 

The  students  were  members  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  African  Ameri- 
can Ancestry  Ministry  (AAMEN)  and 
Evangelization  youth  group  and  students 
from  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School 
(CGHS)  in  Raleigh.  With  the  Bishop 
they  prepared,  cooked  and  served 
meals  at  the  Shepherd's  Table  Soup 
Kitchen,  operated  by  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  The 
meal  included  soup,  a  meat  entree, 
sandwiches,  vegetables,  salad,  and  a 
variety  of  desserts  and  beverages. 

Diocesan  AAMEN  Director  Lauren 
Green  noted  how  the  King  Holiday  is 
evolving  into  a  day  of  service  and  that 


the  opportunity  to  serve  the  poor  pro- 
vided the  students  with  an  opportunity 
to  see  up  close  the  poverty  that  exists  in 
our  community. 

"I  live  in  North  Raleigh,"  said  Patrick 
Darrow,  a  senior  at  Cardinal  Gibbons. 
"You  don't  see  this  very  much.  I'm 
surprised  at  the  number  of  children  who 
come  in  with  their  parents  for  the  lunch. 
It  makes  you  appreciate  what  you  have." 

Nichelle  Edwards,  a  parishioner 
of  St.  Joseph  Catholic  Church  and 
student  at  St.  Thomas  More  Academy, 
said  she  is  aware  there  are  a  lot  of 
people  who  are  hurting.  "This  is  a  way 
to  show  you  care,"  she  said.  She  said 
being  a  member  of  the  AAMEN  youth 
ministry  is  affording  her  the  opportunity 
to  become  involved  in  the  community 
in  service  projects.  She  said,  "We  learn 
about  it  at  school,  but  this  is  a  true 
learning  experience." 

Bishop  Burbidge  agreed.  "This  is  a 
wonderful  way  for  our  young  people  to 
honor  Martin  Luther  King,  Junior,  a  man 
who  devoted  his  whole  life  to  preach  the 
Lord's  message  that  we  are  all  brothers 
and  sisters,"  the  Bishop  said. 
For  fifteen  years,  Catholic  students 
have  been 
preparing  the 
Monday  lunch  at 
the  soup  kitchen, 
fifty-two  weeks 
a  year.  The  vol- 
unteer effort  was 
started  by  Ms. 
Agnes  Penny, 
Director  of 
Outreach  at  Car- 
dinal Gibbons. 


"Martin  Luther  King  said,  not  only  should 
we  march  for  change,  but  we  should  be 
of  service  to  the  community,"  she  said. 
"This  is  about  serving  those  in  need." 

Ms.  Penny  recalled  one  day  when 
students  noticed  one  of  the  guests  was 
wearing  a  CGHS  athletic  letterman's 
jacket.  They  asked  him  where  he  got  it, 
and  he  told  them  that  he  was  a  graduate 
of  Cardinal  Gibbons  who  had  gotten 
caught  up  in  hard  drugs  and  fallen  on 
hard  times.  He  said  that  if  the  school 
had  had  a  program  like  this  when  he 
was  a  student,  it  might  have  helped  him 
avoid  the  pitfalls  he  encountered  in  life. 
Ms.  Penny  said  his  story  had  an  impact 
on  the  students. 

Ms.  Penny  explained  that  every 
student  at  CGHS  is  required  to  un- 
dertake community  service  as  part  of 
the  school's  mission  statement.  Each 
Monday  fourteen  members  of  the 
sophomore  class  prepare  and  serve 
the  meal  at  Shepherd's  Table  Soup 
Kitchen  and  then  go  on  to  Interfaith 
Food  to  prepare  "backpack  buddies" 
to  be  given  on  Friday  afternoon  to 
children  in  the  care  of  relatives  other 
than  their  parents. 

On  Tuesdays,  CGHS  juniors  help  out 
at  various  assisted  living  and  Alzheim- 
er's homes.  Wednesday  is  freshman 
day,  with  students  taking  turns  visit- 
ing low-income  day  care  centers  and 
mentoring  with  students.  And  Thursday 
is  senior  day,  with  students  assisting 
Habitat  for  Humanity  in  building  and 
tearing  down  homes. 

"Every  student  at  Cardinal  Gibbons  is 
taught  to  be  of  faith,  service  and  a  leader 
in  the  community,"  Ms.  Penny  said. 
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Catechetical  Institute  Implemented 
at  St.  Thomas  More 

►►  In  July  2009  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  began  a  new 
onsite  program  for  the  formation  of  catechists  under  its  Cat- 
echetical Institute.  The  program  provides  1 .  A  solid  ground- 
ing in  Catholic  doctrine;  2.  An  Introduction  to  Catechetical 
Methods  and  Skills  and  3.  Safe  Environment  Training  over  a 
three-year  cycle  of  6  courses  of  1  2  hours  each: 


2009-  2010 

2010-  201  1 

201 1-  2012 


Creed  (Fall) 
Liturgy  (Fall) 
Morality  (Fall 


Scripture  (Spring) 
Sacraments  (Spring) 
Christian  Prayer  (Spring) 


In  September  2009  the  Faith  Development  staff  at  St. 
Thomas  More  Parish,  Chapel  Hill,  began  to  implement 
this  new  initiative.  Parish  catechists,  St.  Thomas  More 
school  teachers,  parishioners  who  are  not  catechists,  and 
catechists  and  parishioners  from  neighboring  parishes  in 
Piedmont  Deanery  participated. 

The  course  on  The  Creed  presents  an  introduction  to  the 
United  States  Catholic  Catechism  for  Adults,  the  Caf- 
echism  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  theological  foundations 
for  the  Catholic  faith.  Participants  were  invited  to  deepen 
their  knowledge  of  the  basic  beliefs  stated  in  the  Creed. 
Integral  to  each  session  is  prayer,  course  content,  and 
participation.  The  topics  of  the  six  sessions  are: 

1 :  The  Catechism  of  the  Catholic  Church 
2:  Trinity  -  God  as  Community  of  Love 
3:  Jesus  Christ  -  Word  Made  Flesh 
4:  The  Church 
5:  Mary  -  Mother  of  God,  Mother  of  the  Church 
6:  Our  Eternal  Destiny 

Thirty-seven  people  registered  for  the  course,  all  but 
one  of  them  St.  Thomas  More  parishioners.  The  course 
began  with  prayer  and  proceeded  with  an  introduction 
to  the  history  and  formation  of  the  Catechism  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  how  it  mandated  local  Churches  to 
produce  their  own  local  catechisms,  of  which  the  United 
States  Catholic  Catechism  for  Adults  (USCCA)  is  an 
example.  The  session  ended  with  an  introduction  to  the 
theological  topics  to  be  discussed  in  the  following  ses- 
sion, for  which  the  participants  had  homework  of  reading 
and  reflecting  upon  relevant  chapters  from  the  USCCA 
and  other  materials. 


Correction 


►►  BIRTHCHOICE  919.781.5433  (91 9.781  .LIFE) 

The  phone  number  for  Birthchoice  in  the  January/Febru- 
ary NCC  was  incorrect.  You  can  also  contact  Birthchoice 
at  supportbirthchoice.org  or  birthchoicewake.org. 


At  the  next  session,  guided  by  instructors  Keri  Portwood 
and  Jim  Hynes,  both  Master  Catechists  of  the  Diocese,  the 
participants  discussed  their  reflections  and  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  inquire  more  deeply  into  the  doctrines  in  question. 
The  reflection  materials  included  not  only  texts  from  the 
USCCA,  but  also  from  Scripture.  In  addition,  participants 
were  asked  to  bring  in  their  favourite  pictures,  statues  and 
medals  (for  example,  of  Jesus,  Mary,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
Holy  Family)  as  a  reminder  that  faith  is  often  expressed  in 
Christian  Art. 

Three  questions  were  very  common  among  the  partici- 
pants: "How  can  I  teach  this  to  my  students?",  "How  can 
I  answer  objections  to  this  doctrine  from  my  non-Catholic 
neighbors/challenging  students  in  my  class/my  own 
children?",  and  "There  is  something  about  this  doctrine 
which  has  always  puzzled  me  —  can  we  discuss  it?"  Our 
discussions  became  much  more  fruitful  when  we  moved 
from  the  discussion  questions  at  the  end  of  each  chapter  in 
the  USCCA  to  the  questions  which  meant  the  most  to  the 
participants. 

At  the  end  of  the  course  the  participants  were  almost 
unanimous  in  saying  that  they  felt  better  prepared  to  teach 
The  Creed  through  their  catechetical  ministries.  Many 
expressed  their  interest  in  further  studies,  including  more 
about  the  Liturgy  and  the  Mass  (coming  in  Fall  2010), 
in  Scripture  (coming  immediately  in  January),  in  Mary, 
Defending  Catholic  doctrine  in  a  Fundamentalist  commu- 
nity, and  Church  History  topics  including  the  early  Gen- 
eral Councils,  the  Church  Fathers  and  the  documents  of 
Vatican  II. 

I  conclude  with  the  comments  of  Dave  Norris,  a  JYM 
Catechist  at  St.  Thomas  More,  "I  found  the  USCCA  to 
be  superb.  The  reflection  exercises  really  complemented 
the  chapter  content,  but  best  of  all,  our  class  discussions 
greatly  contributed  to  my  understanding  of  our  Catholic 
faith.  This  course  should  be  a  requirement  for  all  adults  in 
our  parish!  It  was  time  well  spent." 

-Jim  Hynes,  Director  of  Elementary  and  Adult  Faith  Formation  at  St.  Thomas  More 
Parish,  Chapel  Hill,  in  the  Piedmont  Deanery.  To  leam  more  about  the  Catechetical 
Institute  contact:  Robert  Jones  at  919.821.9740  or  email  Rob.Jones@raldioc.org 
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This  month  with 
Father  Tad  Pacholczyk 


since    you  asked... 


■1 


Medicine  and  the 

True  Cost  of  Being  in  Denial 


ack  in  the  early  1800  s, 
most  practicing 
physicians  refused  to 
believe  that  the  simple 
gesture  of  washing  their  hands  between  patients  could  help  prevent  the  spread 
of  childbed  fever  among  the  pregnant  women  they  examined.  Even  in  the  face  of 
compelling  scientific  evidence,  they  remained  stubbornly  opposed  to  the  practice. 
As  a  result  of  this  intransigence  on  the  part  of  the  medical  establishment  over  a 
period  of  many  years,  childbed  fever  (also  known  as  puerpural  infection)  ended  up 
unnecessarily  claiming  the  lives  of  thousands  of  young  women. 

Today,  a  similar  intransigence  exists  among  many  physicians  who  refuse  to  "wash 
their  hands"  of  abortion;  they  also  fail  to  acknowledge  a  key  and  dangerous  effect  of 
abortion  on  women's  health,  namely,  an  increased  risk  of  breast  cancer.  Abortion  of 
a  woman's  first  pregnancy  has  been  shown  to  correlate  with  an  elevated  incidence  of 
breast  cancer.  Yet  the  medical  community,  by  fostering  the  practice  of  abortion,  has 
stubbornly  ignored  this  link,  refusing  to  inform  women  about  this  serious  health  risk, 
even  in  the  face  of  compelling  scientific  evidence.  This  long-running  intransigence 
means  that  women  today,  not  unlike  the  1800  s,  continue  to  die  unnecessarily. 


In  the  1840s,  when  Dr.  Ignaz  Semmelweis  began 
requiring  that  physicians  and  medical  students  wash 
their  hands  before  examining  women  or  delivering 
their  babies,  the  mortality  rate  dropped  from  18%  to 
1.3%  in  the  maternity  ward  in  the  hospital  in  Vienna 
Yet  most  of  Dr. 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the  di- 
rector of  education  at 
the  National  Catholic 
Bioethics  Center  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
(www.ncbcenter.org) 


saving  lives  in  the  medical  establishment  of  the  early 
1800s  were  instead  more  concerned  about  political 
correctness  and  committed  to  preserving  their 
own  entrenched  academic  interests.  Best  medical 
practice  became  subordinated  to  other  pressures  and 

misguided 

The  danger  of  breast  cancer  from 
induced  abortion  constitutes  a 
serious  health  risk  that  women 
deserve  to  be  fully  and  properly 
informed  about,  and  the  ethical  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  medical  establishment 
and  by  various  cancer  watchdog  groups  in 
this  regard  is  noteworthy  and  troubling. 


Semmelweis' 
co-workers 
thought 
handwashing 
was  a  waste 
of  time,  and 
refused  to 
comply  or 
acknowledge 
its  importance 
until  several 
more  decades 
had  passed. 

Meanwhile,  year  after  year,  he  continued  to  provide 
statistical  evidence  that  handwashing  saved  lives,  and, 
year  after  year,  he  was  criticized  in  scientific  journals, 
and  ridiculed  by  leading  physicians  throughout 
Europe.  Semmelweis  was  eventually  fired  from 
his  job  at  the  hospital  because  of  his  insistence  on 
handwashing. 
Those  who  were  supposed  to  be  dedicated  to 


beliefs. 

Todays 
medical 
establishment 
faces  a  similar 
temptation  of 
placing  various 
irrational 
ideologies 
ahead  of  a 
patients  best 

 !  As  modem 

medicine  subtly  morphs  into  a  schizophrenic  discipline 
that  at  times  works  to  save  young  human  patients  in 
the  womb,  but  at  other  times  works  to  harm  that  same 
patient  population  through  abortion,  it  becomes  but 
a  short  next  step  to  downplay  or  ignore  the  harmful 
effects  that  abortion  has  on  women,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
abortion-breast  cancer  link. 
More  than  28  different  studies  over  a  period  of 
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from    the  editor 


Simon  in  Haiti 


45  years  have  shown  abortion  to  be  a  significant 
risk  factor  for  breast  cancer.  Not  only  has  the 
epidemiological  evidence  been  abundant  to  implicate 
abortion  in  this  way  but  it  has  also  been  shown  that 
childbearing  to  full  term  for  a  woman's  first  pregnancy 
especially  at  an  early  age,  affords  a  significant 
protective  effect  against  breast  cancer. 

A  number  of  scientists  and  physicians  (especially 
those  with  connections  to  the  abortion  industry) 
have  been  quick  to  suggest  that  these  research 
results  were  "inconsistent"  and  that  they  could  not 
really  arrive  at  "definitive  conclusions."  As  a  result, 
young  women  today  rarely  receive  sound  medical 
information  about  these  risks  from  their  health  care 
providers.  Abortion  is  aggresively  marketed  as  a 
"woman's  right"  and  has  become  one  of  the  most 
common  and  lucrative  surgical  procedures  today.  So 
many  within  the  medical  establishment,  including 
various  professional  associations  like  the  American 
Medical  Association,  seem  to  shy  away  from  serious 
discussions  of  abortion's  health  risks.  A  few  years  ago, 
George  Lundberg,  M.D.,  former  editor  of  the  Journal 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  noted  during  an 
interview  with  Health  Affairs  magazine  how  certain 
topics  like  abortion  and  tobacco  were  "sensitive  issues" 
that  had  been  on  the  American  Medical  Association's 
"don't  touch"  list  for  many  years. 

The  danger  of  breast  cancer  from  induced 
abortion  constitutes  a  serious  health  risk  that 
women  deserve  to  be  fully  and  properly 
informed  about,  and  the  ethical  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  medical  establishment  and 
by  various  cancer  watchdog  groups  in 
this  regard  is  noteworthy  and  troubling. 
Until  the  practice  of  modem  medicine 
once  again  includes  a  repudiation  of 
direct  abortion  as  part  of  its  professional 
creed  in  the  way  it  once  did  when 
physicians  took  the  Hippocratic  Oath,  little 
progress  will  be  made  in  addressing  a  number 
of  serious  women's  health  issues  linked  to 
abortion,  including  breast  cancer. 

Modern  medicine  still  desperately  needs  to 
break  free  from  its  steadfast  denial  and  to  wash 
its  hands  of  the  unsavory  and  immoral  practice 
of  abortion  if  it  ever  hopes  to  minister  in  a  fully 
responsible  way  to  the  health  needs  of  pregnant 
women  and  their  children. 

Send  your  questions  to: 

"Since  you  asked ..." 

715  Nazareth  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 

Or:  reece@raldioc.org 
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his  Lent  I'm  especially  grateful  to  readers 
from  throughout  the  Diocese  who  took 
time  to  write  me  about  their  favorite 
Stations  of  the  Cross.  The  variety  of 
responses  was  a  great  testimony  to  the  continuing 
relevance  of  this  ancient  devotion.  (You  can  see 
some  of  them  on  pages  24-25.) 


For  myself,  I  think  I'd  agree  with  several  readers  who  named  the  ninth 
Station,  Jesus  Falls  the  Third  Time.  There's  nothing  most  of  us  are  more 
familiar  with  than  falling.  Fortunately  our  faith  tells  us  that  God's  mercy 
will  enable  us  to  start  the  journey  anew. 
Another  Station  that  especially  speaks  to  me  as  I'm  writing  is  the  fifth: 
Simon  of  Cyrene  Helps  Jesus  to  Carry  His  Cross.  According  to 
Matthew's  Gospel,  Simon  wasn't  a  willing  participant.  The 
Roman  soldiers  compelled  him  to  carry  the  cross.  Cyrene 
was  a  Jewish  community  in  Northern  Africa,  so  Simon  was 
probably  Jewish,  and  probably  on  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem 
for  Passover. 

I'm  thinking  these  days  about  the  people  of  Haiti, 
also  carrying  a  cross  that  was  forced  on  them.  Yet 
Wk    the  relief  workers  there  are  reporting  back  on  the 

B    inspiring  serenity  and  faith  and  hope  shown  by 
the  Haitian  people  in  the  midst  of  their  suffering. 
I  wonder  if  their  acceptance  comes  from  their 
shared  participation  in  carrying  the  cross  they've 
been  given  -  the  many  crosses,  over  the  years. 
In  our  society,  we  don't  like  to  see  suffering  as 
inevitable  (even  when  it  is).  Our  first  reaction 
is  to  take  the  cross  away  That's  a  good  reaction, 
and  our  tremendous  resources  have  given  us 
some  success  in  achieving  that  goal. 

But  not  always.  There  are  times  in  our  lives 
when  we  are  helpless  to  prevent  suffering,  our 
own  or  that  of  others.  The  poor  know  this;  the 
helpers  in  places  like  Haiti  know  this.  Sometimes  all  we 
can  do  is  share  the  cross,  like  Simon  of  Cyrene.  At  the 
same  time  we  know  by  faith  that  our  crosses  are  shared  by 
the  One  who  carried  His  own  cross  to  Calvary  for  us. 

In  this  season  of  prayer,  fasting  and  almsgiving,  NCC 
spoke  with  several  North  Carolina  Catholics  about  their 
own  prayers.  I  hope  you  find  their  stories  (beginning  on 
page  12)  informative  and  inspiring. 

^  r  Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind 
suggestions.  You  can  reach  me  at  7 1 5  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606  orreece@raldioc.org. 


Feast  day:  March  26 

Patron  saint:  of  businesswomen,  converts,  and  martyrs 
Canonized:  Oct  25, 1 970 
Meaning  of  name:  Pearl 

Gaim  to  fame:  Margaret 
Middleton  was  bom  in  1 556  to 
parents  Thomas  and  Jane.  She 
was  one  of  five  children  who 
were  raised  Anglican.  Because 
religious  orders  had  been  closed 
down,  St.  Margaret  and  her  sis- 
ters were  illiterate.  St.  Margaret 
married  a  wealthy  man  named 
John  Clitherow,  who  was  a  Prot- 
estant and  chamberlain  of  York. 
In  the  beginning  years  of  their 
marriage,  St.  Margaret  convert- 
ed to  Catholicism  and  supported 

her  husband's  choice  to  remain  part  of  the  Church  of  Oueen  Eliza- 
beth. John  allowed  St.  Margaret  to  raise  their  three  children  Catholic, 
and  St.  Margaret  even  hired  a  Catholic  tutor  for  them. 

During  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  St.  Margaret  began  shelter- 
ing Roman  priests  and  allowed  them  to  celebrate  Mass  in  her  house. 
Her  home  became  one  of  the  most  important  hiding  grounds  for 
priests.  St.  Margaret  even  housed  John's  brother  who  was  a  priest. 
Because  of  this,  St.  Margaret  was  imprisoned  many  times  and  be- 
gan teaching  herself  to  read  and  write  while  jailed.  Out  of  fear,  one 
of  the  students  confessed  everything  to  the  Queen's  agents.  While 
undergoing  trial,  St.  Margaret  refused  to  plea  to  her  charges.  During 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  failure  to  plea  meant  death. 

Why  she  is  a  saint:  St.  Margaret  was  born  Anglican  but 
converted  to  Catholicism  against  the  orders  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
She  became  an  important  asset  to  hiding  fugitive  priests,  while 
allowing  them  to  celebrate  Mass  on  her  property.  She  built  secret 
cupboards  for  holding  necessities  for  celebrating  Catholic  Mass, 
and  refused  a  plea  during  trial.  Pope  Paul  VI  canonized  her  under 
the  name  the  "Pearl  of  York." 

Best  quote:  In  her  final  moments,  Saint  Margaret  Clitherow's 
last  words  were  'Jesu!  Jesu!  Jesu!  Have  mercy  on  me!" 

How  she  died:  St.  Margaret  Clitherow  was  condemned  to 
death  at  the  age  of  33  on  March  1 5,  1 556.  At  the  time,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  she  was  pregnant  with  her  fourth  child.  She  was  granted 
a  1 0-day  period  between  her  condemnation  and  execution.  On 
Good  Friday,  March  25,  1  556,  Margaret  Clitherow  was  pressed 
to  death.  Her  right  hand  is  preserved  at  Saint  Mary's  Convent  in 
York,  England. 


Dia  de  fiesta:  26  de  marzo 

Patrona:  Mujeres  empresarias,  conversos  y  martires 
Canonization:  25  de  octubre  de  1970 
Significado  del  nombre:  Perla 

Famosa  por:  Margaret  Middleton  nacio  en  1  556  en 
Inglaterra.  Fue  una  de  los  cinco  hijos  que  tuvieron  Tomas  y 
Jane.  Todos  ellos  fueron  educados  como  anglicanos,  pues, 
en  ese  tiempo  ya  se  habia  separado  la  Iglesia  Catolica  de  la 
Iglesia  en  Inglaterra.  Debido  a  que  se  cerraron  las  ordenes 
Religiosas,  Margaret  y  sus  hermanas  fueron  analfabetas. 
Margaret  se  caso  con  un  hombre  rico  de  nombre  Juan 
Clitherow,  quien  era  protestante  y  chambelan  de  York.  En 
los  primeros  ahos  de  su  matrimonio,  Margaret  se  convirtio 
al  catolicismo  y  apoyo  la  decision  de  su  esposo,  de  seguir 
perteneciendo  a  la  Iglesia  de  la  Reina  Isabel.  Por  otro  lado, 
Juan  le  permitio  a  Margaret  educar  a  sus  tres  hijos  en  el 
catolicismo  e  incluso  contrato  a  un  tutor  catolico  para  ellos. 

Durante  el  reinado  de  la  Reina  Isabel,  Margaret  comenzo 
a  proteger  a  los  sacerdotes  catolicos  y  les  permitio  celebrar 
misas  en  su  casa,  la  cual  se  convirtio  en  un  lugar  estrategico 
para  los  sacerdotes.  Margaret  dio  alojamiento  al  hermano 
de  su  esposo,  quien  fue  sacerdote  y  debido  a  esto  fue 
encarcelada  muchas  veces.  Es  alii  donde  aprendio  a  leer  y 
a  escribir.  Por  miedo,  uno  de  los  estudiantes  conto  todo  lo 
que  ella  hacia  a  un  agente  de  la  Reina  Isabel.  Se  le  llevo  a 
juicio.  Margaret  se  nego  a  defenderse  de  los  cargos  y  fue 
condenada  a  muerte. 

Por  que  es  una  santa:  Margaret  nacio  anglicana  y 
se  convirtio  al  catolicismo  contra  las  ordenes  de  la  Reina 
Isabel.  Tuvo  mucho  valor  para  ocultar  a  los  sacerdotes 
fugitivos  al  mismo  tiempo  que  les  permitia  celebrar  misa 
en  su  propiedad.  Construyo  armarios  secretos  para  tener 
lo  necesario  y  asi  se  pueda  celebrar  la  misa.  Se  nego 
a  declarar  en  el  juicio  y  se  le  condeno  a  muerte.  Fue 
canonizada  por  el  Papa  Pablo  VI  con  el  nombre  de  "La  Perla 
de  Cork." 

Frase  mas  conocida:  En  sus  momentos  finales,  las 
ultimas  palabras  de  Santa  Margaret  Clitherow  fueron:  "iJesus! 
iJesus!  iJesus!  iTen  piedad  de  mi!" 

Como  murio:  Margaret  Clitherow  fue  condenada  a 
muerte  a  la  edad  de  33  anos,  el  1 5  de  marzo  de  1  556.  Se 
cree  que  estaba  embarazada  de  su  cuarto  hijo.  Se  le  concedio 
un  periodo  de  1 0  dias  entre  su  condena  y  la  ejecucion.  El 
Viernes  Santo,  25  de  marzo  de  1  556,  Margaret  Clitherow  fue 
aplastada  hasta  la  muerte.  Su  mano  derecha  se  conserva  en  el 
Convento  de  Santa  Maria,  en  York,  Inglaterra. 
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Voices     in     our  Church 


The  Stational 
Churches  of  Rome 


Vivamos  en 
el  amor  de  Dios 


The  season  of  Nativity  is  ended 
and  we  begin  Lent,  forty  days 
devoted  to  prayer,  fasting 
and  almsgiving  as  we  look 
forward  to  the  Resurrection  of  Christ.  In 
Rome,  Lent  is  the  season  to  visit  a  differ- 
ent church  each  day  for  Lenten  prayer. 
These  ancient  churches  are  called  Stational 
Churches.  They  were  standardized  in  the 
sixth  century,  and  the  lineup  has  changed 
very  little  since.  Each  church  has  a  Ves- 
pers service  for  this  occasion. 

The  first  church  vis- 
ited, on  Ash  Wednesday, 
is  Basilica  di  Santa  Sabina 
allAventino.  Saint  Sabina 
on  the  Aventine  Hill  is  a 
minor  basilica  and  the  Ro- 
man mother  church  of  the 
Dominican  Order.  The  Holy 
Father  is  the  celebrant  of  this 
liturgy  and  distrib- 
utes ashes  to 
the  faithful 

there.  The  clergy  gather  at  the  Benedictine 
Church  of  St.  Anselm.  The  International 
College  of  Sant'  Anselmo  is  located  here,  as 
is  the  seat  of  the  Abbot  Primate  of  the  Order. 
Once  they  have  gathered,  the  Holy  Father 
and  the  cardinals  and  the  Benedictines 
and  the  Dominicans  process,  chanting, 
to  the  Dominican  Church. 

As  a  student  at  the  Pontifical  North 
American  College  I  looked  forward 
to  these  liturgical  celebrations.  Going 
from  church  to  church  demonstrates 
our  earthly  pilgrimage  to  our  eternal 
home.  I  found  these  journeys  were 
spiritual  boosts  to  prayer,  fasting  and 
almsgiving  during  the  holy  season  of 
Lent.  The  pilgrimage  to  the  shrines  of 
the  apostles  and  martyrs  was  also  an 
opportunity  to  pray  for  the  Church 
through  the  intercession  of  the  saints. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  P  Hadden 


Pope  Benedict  XVI  ar- 
rives to  celebrate  an 
evening  Ash  Wednesday 
Mass  at  the  Basilica  of 
Santa  Sabina  in  Rome. 


Vivir  el  tiempo  de  la  cuaresma 
no  es  solamente  negarse 
a  comer,  beber,  decir  o 
vivir  aquellas  cosas  que 
reconocemos  que  nos  hacen  dario  a 
nuestra  vida  y  a  la  relation  con  los  demas. 

Vivir  el  tiempo  de  la  cuaresma 
es  reconocer  el  camino  del  amor 
misericordioso  de  Dios  que  nos  revela 
a  traves  de  su  Hijo  unico  y  nos  in  vita  a 
unirnos  con  El  en  la  transformation  de 
nuestras  vidas  por  las  sendas  de  la  oration, 
el  ayuno  y  las  obras  de  caridad. 


Vivir  el  tiempo  de  la  cuaresma  es  detenemos  en  nuestro 
diario  vivir  para  contemplar  lo  que  hacemos,  lo  que  sentimos 
y  vivimos  bajo  la  luz  de  ese  amor  que  todo  lo  ofrece,  todo  lo 
perdona  y  todo  lo  enaltece  con  su  vida  divina. 

Vivir  el  tiempo  de  la  cuaresma  es  ejercitamos  en  la  tarea  del 
amor  que  implica  volver  a  vivir  el  encuentro  con  Dios,  con  su 
amado  Hijo  y  con  la  fuerza  de  su  Espiritu  que  nos  reconcilia 
con  la  Iglesia,  con  el  mundo  y  con  nuestro  propio  ser. 

Vivir  la  cuaresma  es  volver  a  la  gracia  que  hemos 
recibido  en  nuestro  bautismo,  renovarnos  con  el 
regalo  de  la  reconciliation  a  traves  de  la  confesion, 
alimentarnos  con  el  don  de  la  Eucaristia  para  poder 
vivir  la  fe  que  nos  salva,  para  amar  en  el  unico  que 
nos  conforta  y  para  esperar  en  aquel  que 
murio  y  resucito  para  damos  la  etemidad: 
Jesucristo  nuestro  Senor. 

Vivir  el  tiempo  de  la  cuaresma  es  vivir 
el  amor  de  Dios  en  nuestra  propia  vida, 
para  que  sea  El  quien  nos  transforme, 
nos  renueve  en  la  fe  y  nos  de  la  gracia  de 
vivir  en  la  caridad  como  hijos  de  Dios, 
como  miembros  de  una  familia  y  como 
verdaderos  testigos  de  su  amor. 

Vivir  la  cuaresma  es  alcanzar  el  amor 
de  Dios,  para  poder  renunciar  a  nuestro 
pecado,  a  nuestros  egoismos  y  a  las  cosas 
de  la  vida  que  nos  esclavizan,  para  permitir 
que  su  Misterio  Pascual  renueve  nuestra  vida 
y  nuestra  Iglesia  como  verdaderos  testigos  de 
su  misericordia. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 
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orth  Carolina  catholics  talk  about  Lent,  praye 
and  seeking  a  closer  relationship  with  God 


By  Rich  Reece  I  Photography  by  Denmark  Photo  &  Video 


"Live  the  Gospel  without  compromise  by  doing  the  duty  of 
the  moment  and  little  things  out  of  love  and  by  living  a  life 
of  simplicity  When  it  comes  to  Lent,  it's  hard  to  improve 
on  that." 

The  speaker  is  Theresa  Davis  of  Madonna  House  in  Raleigh. 
Along  with  Echo  Lewis  and  JoAnne  DeGidio,  she  has  offered  a 
"prayer  listening  house"  in  Raleigh  for  more  than  30  years. 

Madonna  House  is  an  apostolate  founded  by  Catherine  De- 
Hueck  Doherty  in  Canada  in  1947.  Its  members  are  lay  men 
and  women  and  priests  dedicated  to  loving  and  serving  Christ 
through  promises  of  poverty,  chastity,  and  obedience.  At  the 
request  of  local  Bishops,  they  serve  throughout  the  world  in 
missionary  field  houses  such  as  the  one  in  Raleigh. 


Theresa  Davis  of  Madonna  House  in  Raleigh. 


story 


The  women  of 
Madonna  House 
pray  together  and 
separately,  liturgi- 
cally  and  contemplatively.  In 
addition,  they  are  a  house 
of  hospitality  where  lay 
Catholics  come  each  day  to 
pray  and  to  talk  and  to  seek 
prayers  for  their  intentions. 
Theresa  refers  to  this  aspect 
of  their  service  as  a  "chitchat 
apostolate."  "Our  foundress 
said  the  most  effective  apos- 
tolate is  the  chitchat,"  she 
says.  "A  lot  of  things  take 
place  over  a  cup  of  coffee 
and  a  plate  of  cookies.  Its  so 
simple,  yet  people  may  end 
up  talking  about  the  deepest 
things  in  their  hearts." 

In  the  season  of  Lent,  when  the 
Church  calls  Catholics  to  prayer, 
fasting  and  almsgiving,  does  life  at 
Madonna  House  change?  "You  don't 
notice  Lent  so  much  in  the  way  of 
sacrifice,"  Theresa  says,  "because  we 
live  very  simply  all  the  time.  Lent  for 
us  has  an  inner  dimension;  perhaps 
we're  quieter.  You  also  notice  that  the 
prayers  change." 

Each  day  during  Lent,  the  women 
pray  the  Prayer  of  St.  Ephraim  the 
Syrian:  "O  Lord  and  Master  of  my 
life!  Take  from  me  the  spirit  of  sloth, 
faint-heartedness,  lust  of  power,  and 
idle  talk.  But  give  rather  the  spirit  of 
chastity  humility  patience,  and  love 
to  Thy  servant.  Yea,  O  Lord  and  King! 
Grant  me  to  see  my  own  errors  and 
not  to  judge  my  brother;  For  Thou 
art  blessed  unto  ages  of  ages.  Amen." 
The  prayer  speaks  of  the  four  negative 
elements  of  the  human  spirit  and  asks 
for  four  positive  qualities  to  counter- 
act them.  Following  the  prayer,  the 
women  meditate  on  these  qualities. 

On  Fridays  in  Lent  they  pray  the 


Acathist  Hymn,  an  Office  of  Praise  to 
the  Blessed  Mother  with  roots  in  the 
Byzantine  Rite. 

On  the  property  at  Madonna  House 
there  are  also  several  small  hermitages, 
called  poustinia,  available  for  those 
who  wish  to  spend  a  day  or  a  few 
hours  in  prayer  and  contemplation. 
Many  visitors  come  to  the  poustinia 


during  Lent. 

So  prayer  at  Madonna  House  is 
constant,  both  in  and  out  of  the  season 
of  Lent.  And  that's  the  way  prayer  is 
supposed  to  be,  Theresa  explains. 
"What's  important  to  realize,"  she  says, 
"is  that  everything  we  do  is  a  prayer. 
Every  duty  of  the  moment  for  any  of 
us  needs  to  be  a  prayer." 


Father  Michael  Proterra,  S.J.,  Parochial  Vicar  at 
St.  Raphael  Church  in  Raleigh,  says  that  Jesuit 
founder  St.  Ignatius  of  Loyola  would  agree.  "St. 
Ignatius,  like  most  of  the  great  spiritual  think- 
ers, sees  prayer  as  a  way  of  life.  He  described  the  Jesuits  as 
'contemplatives  in  action,'"  Father  Proterra  explains.  "Prayer 
is  not  just  something  you  say.  Its  something  you  do.  What- 
ever we  are  doing,  we  are  always  looking  lovingly  at  Jesus. 
My  relationship  with  Him  makes  my  action  a  prayer. 

"Another  way  of  saying  this  is  that  prayer  is  any  experience  that  facilitates  an 
interpersonal  encounter  that  centers  a  person  in  God  and  generous  service  of  the 
neighbor." 

St.  Ignatius'  retreat  book,  the  Spiritual  Exercises,  is  how  Jesuits  leam  to  pray. 
Throughout  this  work,  Ignatius  instructs  the  student  to  "meditate"  or  "contemplate" 
or  "consider"  events  in  Scripture.  In  the  first  lesson,  Fr.  Proterra  explains,  St.  Igna- 
tius invites  us  to  consider  this:  We  are  created  to  know,  love  and  serve  God,  and  our 
neighbor.  Everything  that  helps  us  to  do  that  is  good;  what  keeps  us  from  doing  it 
is  not. 

Part  of  the  Spiritual  Exercises  involves  Lectio  Divina,  a  meditative  reading  of 
Scripture.  "You  take  a  passage  and  read  it,"  Fr.  Proterra  says,  "and  when  something 
suggests  itself,  something  jumps  off  the  page  at  you,  you  pause  and  pray  about  it. 
You  can  put  yourself  at  the  center  of  the  passage,  imagine  the  words  of  Mary,  for 
instance,  ask  about  her  feelings.  At  the  end  of  this  meditation  you  consider  how  to 
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Family  prayer  with  five  children  ages  8  and  un- 
der would  seem  to  be  a  far  cry  from  the  quiet  of 
an  Ignatian  retreat.  Like  Ignatius,  however,  and 
like  the  women  of  Madonna  House,  Matt  and 
Sarah  James  understand  that  prayer  is  more  than  words. 


"We  try  to  work  on  human  virtue," 
Sarah  says,  and  Matt  agrees. 

"Consistency  of  life,"  he  says.  "We 
want  the  kids  to  know  that  we're  all 
called  to  be  saints.  Prayer  isn't  just 
something  you  say,  then  go  out  and 
do  whatever."  Both  parents  stress,  and 
the  older  children  are  beginning  to 
understand,  that  a  prayer  life  involves 
being  charitable  to  one  another.  "They 
understand,"  Matt  says,  "that  there  is 
such  a  thing  as  sin,  and  that  we  need 
God's  mercy  and  need  to  stay  close  to 
Him  and  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary." 

Every  evening  after  dinner,  Matt  and 
Sarah  will  gather  with  Patrick,  8;  twins 
Peter  and  Michael,  5;  Helen,  2,  and 
six-month  old  Danny.  The  children  find 
their  parents'  laps  and  prepare  for  quiet 
time  and  the  offering  up  of  everyone's 


daily  work. 

"We've  gotten  a  little  more  disci- 
plined as  the  kids  are  able  to  under- 
stand," Matt  says. 

"But,"  Sarah  smiles,  "don't  expect  to 
see  everyone  kneeling  in  silence  with 
eyes  closed  and  hands  folded." 

The  family  prays  the  Rosary,  and 


continue  this  prayer  in  the  world." 

An  Ignatian  retreat  can  be  a  one-time 
or  repeated  experience  of  a  few  days  or 
a  long  retreat  of  35  days.  Fr.  Proterra 
has  directed  Lenten  and  Advent  retreats 
with  groups  of  30-50  lay  people.  He 
suggests  several  steps  to  prepare  for  do- 
ing the  Spiritual  Exercises,  whether  in  a 
short  or  long  form.  1.  Become  a  regular 
Mass  attendant.  2.  Recognize  the  desire 
to  delve  more  deeply  into  Scripture,  not 


simply  for  the 
sake  of  knowl- 
edge, but  in 
order  to  become 
closer  to  God; 
3.  Notice  the 
need  for  deeper 
prayer,  "not 
because  I  like 
saying  lots  of 
prayers,  but 
because  this  is 
who  I  am,"  a 
person  in  love 
with  God;  4. 
Recognize  a 
need  to  be  more  generous  to  others;  5. 
Find  a  director,  then  make  a  retreat. 

The  Ignatian  method  of  prayer 
doesn't  change  during  Lent,  Fr.  Proterra 
says.  It  remains  lectio  divina,  meditation 
and  contemplation.  But  the  Scripture 
passages  used,  following  Jesus  from 
Nazareth  to  Jerusalem  and  His  Passion, 
the  Way  of  the  Cross  -  these  can  all,  like 
fasting  and  almsgiving,  be  an  opportu- 
nity to  grow  closer  to  God  during  Lent. 


they  pray  for  the  seminarians  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  by  name.  The  boys 
know  all  the  names,  and  they  have 
met  some  of  the  seminarians  person- 
ally Sara's  brother  is  in  the  seminary 
for  the  Diocese  of  Charleston,  so  the 
Jameses  are  particularly  aware  of  the 
importance  of 
vocations  to  the 
priesthood. 

Each  child 
has  a  special 
day,  when  he  or 
she  leads  grace 
before  and  after 
meals.  "They 
say  it  aloud," 
Matt  explains, 
"and  they  know 
that  when  they 
pray  aloud  they  are  leading  us,  so  they 
need  to  say  it  well."  In  the  prayer  after 
meals  they  also  pray  for  the  dead.  Fr. 
James  Dull,  the  recently  deceased  Paro- 
chial Vicar  of  their  parish,  St.  Catherine 
of  Siena,  continues  to  be  a  part  of  their 
prayers. 

This  year  the  family  has  added  a  short 
examination  of  conscience  and  Act  of 
Contrition  to  their  evening  routine. 

"Prayer  gives  us  some  structure  and 
routine,"  Sarah  says.  "It  helps  get  us 
through  the  day.  And  we  want  the  kids 
to  understand  that  every  part  of  the  day 
should  be  offered  in  prayer." 

Last  Lent  the  Jameses  joined  extend- 
ed family  -  add  seven  more  children 
—  and  tried  to  do  the  Stations  of  the 
Cross  at  St.  Catherine.  "We  decided  that 
would  work  a  little  better  at  home," 
Sarah  smiles.  "And  it  does.  We'll  hang 
up  pictures  so  the  kids  can  focus,  and 
pray  the  Stations  that  way." 

During  Lent  the  children  are  also  en- 
couraged to  do  small  sacrifices,  which 
they  write  down  on  purple  pieces  of 
paper  and  have  present  during  prayer. 

"The  bottom  line,"  Matt  says,  "is  to 
help  the  children  be  aware  that  they  are 
sons  and  daughters  of  God." 

Perhaps,  for  all  Catholics,  examin- 
ing, remembering  and  nurturing  that 
relationship  is  the  most  important  goal 
of  the  prayer,  fasting  and  almsgiving  to 
which  we  are  called  during  the  sacred 
season  of  Lent. 
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respect  life 


Catholics  Pray  and  March  for 
Life  in  Raleigh,  Washington  D.C. 

On  Saturday,  January 
16,  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge 
celebrated  the  annual  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  Mass  for  Life  at  St. 
Joseph  Catholic  Church  in 
Raleigh.  Bishop  Burbidge  spoke 
about  "something"  that  exists 
deep  inside  each  of  us,  "that 
desires  to  embrace  life  and  help 
those  in  need."  Asking  what  is 
that  "something,"  the  Bishop 
explained  it  is  the  knowledge 
that  "Every  human  life  is 
sacred,  because  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Son  of  Mary  embraced 
human  life." 


Bishop  Burbidge  and  many  in  attendance 
at  Mass  took  part,  later  in  the  day,  in  the 
North  Carolina  Rally  and  March  for  Life  at 
Nash  Square  in  Raleigh. 

More  than  2,000  Catholics  from  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh,  joined  by  Catholics 
from  the  Diocese  of  Charlotte,  traveled  to 
Washington,  D.C,  January  22  to  take  part 
in  the  North  Carolina  Mass  for  Life  and  the 
National  March  for  Life.  The  annual  events 
mark  the  anniversary  of  the  controversial 
1973  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  which 
legalized  abortion.  The  Most  Reverend  Peter 
J.  Jugis  of  Charlotte  celebrated  the  Mass  for 
Life,  with  Bishop  Burbidge  the  homilist. 

In  his  homily,  Bishop  Burbidge  noted 
the  words  of  a  survivor  from  the  deadly 
earthquake  in  Haiti,  who  said,  'We  need 
help.  We  need  prayers."  He  said,  "On  this 
anniversary  of  the  fatal  decision  legalizing 
abortion  in  our  country,  we  can  almost 
hear  the  voices  of  many  children  in  the 
womb  crying  out,  We  need  help.  We  need 
prayers.'" 

"As  we  march  for  life  today,"  the  Bishop 
continued,  "we  become  their  voice  to  a 
world  that  needs  to  hear  their  plea." 
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St.  Peter's 
Catholic  School 
Greenville,  N.C. 
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Celulas  Madre.  Por  que  la  Etica 
Ve  mas  alia  de  la  Eficiencia. 


■■    ^  n  su  intento  por  defender 

la  mas  noble  de  las  causas, 

es  decir,  la  vida  de  los  mas 
m  ii#  debiles  y  los  que  bebes  en 
gestacion,  muchas  personas  pro  vida 

bien  intencionadas  recurren  a  veces,  sin  darse  cuenta,  a  argu- 
ments imprecisos  o  insuficientes.  En  cuanto  al  debate  sobre 
las  celulas  madre  humanas,  por  ejemplo,  es  comun  encontrar 
manifestaciones  como  estas: 


ol 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Dibcesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempefia  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cation en  el  Centra 
Nacional  Catblico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duction: Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


La  experimentation  con 
celulas  madre  de  embriones 
estd  mal  porqueya  existen 
nuevos  tratamientos  medicos  a 
base  de  celulas  madre  adultas 
exclusivamente,  no  embrionarias. 
Todos  los  tratamientos  que  han 
tenido  exito  hasta  el  momento 
han  sido  aquellos  con  celulas 
madre  adultas,  mientras  que  las 
celulas  madre  embrionarias  no 
han  producido  todavia  ninguna 
cura.  Las  celulas  madre  adultas 
juncionan,  las  embrionarias  no, 
y  seguir  trabajando  en  algo  que 
nofunciona  significa  desperdiciar 
recursos.  Por  lo  tanto,  los 
cientificos  harian  bien  en  dejar  su 
euforia  sobre  las  celulas  madre 
embrionarias  pues  todas  las  unicas 
curas  reales  han  sido  con  celulas 
madre  adultas. 

Argumentos  como  estos  tienen 
varias  debilidades. 

Pnmero,  parecen  presuponer 
que  el  unico  indicador  de 
"exito"  de  los  tratamientos  con 
celulas  madre  embrionarias 
esta  en  los  beneficios  que 
aporten  a  los  pacientes 
con  ciertas  enfermedades 
o  padecimientos.  A  este 
razonamiento  los  cientificos 
pueden  responder  que  existen 
muchas  otras  razones  para 
experimentar  con  celulas 
madre  de  embriones.  Por 
ejemplo,  investigaciones  de  esta 
naturaleza  son  definitivamente 


valiosas  pues  arrojan  mas  luz 
sobre  los  mecanismos  celulares 
subyacentes  en  el  desarrollo  de 
un  organismo,  proporcionando 
asi  claves  importantes  en 
cuanto  a  como  se  forma  un 
animal  a  partir  de  una  celula 
inicial  llamada  cigoto.  Por  otra 
parte,  el  trabajo  cientifico  que 
recurre  a  celulas  embrionarias 
no  humanas  (por  ejemplo  de 
ratones,  ratas  o  monos)  puede 
responder  a  estas  interrogantes 
de  una  forma  responsable 
y  que  desde  luego  merece 
ser  financiada  y  promovida. 
Este  tipo  de  investigacion  no 
presenta  conflicto  etico  y  es,  de 
hecho,  loable. 

En  segundo  lugar,  el 
argumento  de  que  las  celulas 
madre  adultas  si  estan 
ayudando  a  los  pacientes 
mientras  las  embrionarias 
no  -  y  que  por  lo  tanto 
trabajar  con  las  adultas  es 
"mas  etico"  -  pareciera  que 
reduce  el  debate  sobre  la  etica 
de  usar  celulas  madre  a  una 
simple  determinacion  de  lo 
que  "funciona  mejor"  o  es 
"mas  eficiente".  Sin  embargo, 
el  hecho  es  que  los  problemas 
eticos  tienen  poco  o  nada  que 
ver  con  la  eficiencia  cientifica 
pero  si,  y  mucho,  con  que 
los  cientificos  transgreden  y 
destruyen  seres  humanos  en 
desarrollo  (en  fase  embrionaria) 


para  obtener  sus  celulas  madre. 

Por  otra  parte,  quiza  es  solo 
cuestion  de  tiempo  antes  que 
las  curas  con  celulas  madre 
de  embriones  se  conviertan 
ya  en  una  realidad.  Tal 
vez  pronto  nos  sorprendan 
titulares  noticiosos  anunciando 
dramaticos  "exitos",  como 
por  ejemplo  un  trasplante  de 
celulas  madre  embrionarias 
que  permite  ya  a  los  diabeticos 
dejar  atras  las  inyecciones 
de  insulina,  o  a  los  pacientes 
paraliticos  caminar.  Un  "exito" 
asi,  sin  embargo,  no  cambiaria 
en  nada  las  objeciones  morales 
a  la  destruccion  de  embriones 
ni  convertiria  en  aceptable  un 
acto  que  es  en  si  moralmente 
malo,  aunque  si  haria  mas 
poderosa  la  tentacion  de  cruzar 
esa  objetiva  frontera  etica. 

Puesto  simple  y  llanamente: 
aunque  todas  las  enfermedades 
humanas  conocidas  pudiesen 
curarse  ya  mediante  la 
explotacion  (y  por  lo  tanto  la 
muerte)  de  un  solo  embrion 
humano,  esto  nunca  seria 
etico.  No  podemos  optar  por 
el  mal  para  hacer  posible  el 
bien,  ni  podemos  transgredir 
lineas  eticas  hasta  el  grado 
de  desconocer  la  sagrada 
humanidad  del  embrion,  esa 
pequena  creatura  que  todos  y 
cada  uno  de  nosotros  fuimos  en 
algun  momento  de  nuestra  vida. 
Tratar  a  nuestros  congeneres, 
por  mas  pequefios  que  esten, 
como  medios  y  no  como  fines, 
viola  sus  derechos  humanos 
mas  elementales. 

De  hecho,  dar  muerte 
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Vuelvan  al  Senor 
de  todo  corazon 


directa  a  otros  humanos, 
pequenos  y  embrionarios  o 
ancianos  y  en  fase  final  de  su 
vida,  se  conoce  propiamente 
como  un  mal  intrinseco,  lo 
cual  significa  que  en  cualquier 
circunstancia  esta  mal,  y  no 
debiera  ser  una  option  de 
acto  humano.  Los  males 
intrinsecos  nunca  admiten 
excepciones.   Una  vez  que 
reconocemos  concretamente  el 
caracter  inmoral  de  una  action 
prohibida  sin  excepciones 
por  una  norma,  el  unico 
acto  eticamente  aceptable  es 
cumplir  con  los  requisitos  de 
la  ley  moral  y  alejarnos  de  las 
acciones  que  la  misma  prohibe. 

El  bioeticista  Paul  Ramsey 
lo  plantea  muy  bien  al  decir 
que,  cuando  de  etica  se  trata, 
cualquier  persona  de  conciencia 
recta  llega  inevitablemente  a  la 
conclusion  de  que  "Hay  cosas 
que  quiza  nunca  debiesemos 
hacer.  Las  cosas  buenas  que 
el  hombre  hace  solo  logran  su 
plenitud  por  las  cosas  que  se 
niega  a  hacer". 

Como  cientificos,  negarnos 
a  destruir  embriones  humanos 
no  implica  necesariamente 
estar  en  contra  de  la  ciencia 
en  si  misma,  sino  solamente 
oponernos  a  la  ciencia  contraria 
a  la  etica,  aquella  ciencia  que, 
como  las  inversiones  fmancieras 
y  la  medicina  carentes  de  etica, 
dafta  invariablemente  a  la 
sociedad.  La  buena  ciencia  es 
necesariamente  una  ciencia  etica; 
jamas  debe  reducirse  a  una  mera 
ciencia  "eficiente",  dedicada  a 
"resolver  problemas"  a  costa  de 
los  demas. 

Quienes  nos  esforzamos 
por  salvaguardar  la  vida 
humana  debemos  examinar 
cuidadosamente  nuestras 
premisas  cuando  aboguemos  por 
una  ciencia  etica.  Asi  evitaremos 
caer  en  presuposiciones  debiles 
o  cuestionables  que  podrian 
quitarle  solidez  a  nuestros 
argumentos. 


Ha  sido  edificante  ser  testigo,  en 
cierto  modo  muy  especial  en  las 
ultimas  semanas,  de  la  efusiva 
generosidad  y  de  la  abundancia  de 
oraciones  por  parte  de  los  fieles  de  la  Diocesis 
de  Raleigh.  Su  respuesta  a  nuestros  hermanos  y 
hermanas  de  Haiti  en  este  momento  de  extrema 
necesidad  ha  sido  extraordinaria.  Tambien 
fue  magnifico  presenciar  las  oraciones  y  el 
testimonio  en  nombre  de  los  nonatos  en  las 
Misas  y  en  las  marchas  realizadas  en  la  ciudad 
de  Raleigh  y  Washington  DC.  Asimismo, 
agradecemos  profundamente  su  entusiasta 
participation  en  la  Campana  Anual  del  Obispo 
para  ayudar  a  Catholic  Charities  y  a  nuestra 
Diocesis  para  mostrar  el  rostro  de  Cristo  en  los 
mas  necesitados.  Extiendo  mi  mas  profundo 
agradecimiento  a  todos  ustedes  por  toda  su 
generosidad  y  oraciones,  especialmente  en 
nombre  de  los  debiles  y  mas  vulnerables  de 
nuestras  comunidades  y  en  todo  el  mundo. 

Debemos  mantener  nuestra  ferviente 
oration  y  espiritu  de  generosidad  sobre 
todo  durante  la  temporada  sagrada  de  la 
Cuaresma.  En  la  lectura  del  miercoles  de 
Ceniza,  el  profeta  Joel  proclama:  "«Ahora  bien 
— afirma  el  Senor —  vuelvanse  a  mi  de  todo 
corazon»"  En  la  oration,  le  damos  al  Senor, 
no  solo  nuestras  voces,  sino  tambien  nuestros 
corazones;  corazones  que  nos  acercan  a 
Su  amor  infinite  Si  por  alguna  razon,  la 
ajetreada  vida  que  llevan  ha  jugado  un  factor 
que  les  impida  mantener  una  vida  en  oration 
constante,  tal  vez  el  Senor  les  este  pidiendo 
tomar  cartas  en  el  asunto  para  desacelerar  su 
ritmo  de  vida.  Si  se  han  alejado  de  la  practica 
de  comenzar  y  concluir  cada  dia  en  oration, 
ahora  es  el  momento  propicio  para  empezar 
de  nuevo.  Tambien  quisiera  sugerirles  que 
hagan  un  esfuerzo  durante  la  Cuaresma  de  ir 
mas  alia  de  su  obligation  del  domingo  y  de 
participar  con  mayor  frecuencia  en  la  oration, 
el  Santo  Sacrificio  de  la  Misa.  Su  oration 
ferviente  es  un  reflejo  de  su  deseo  de  "volver 
al  Senor  de  todo  corazon". 

Nuestro  amor  por  el  Senor  tambien  se 
refleja  en  el  amor  que  extendemos  a  los  demas. 
Recientemente  me  uni  a  algunos  jovenes  de 
nuestra  diocesis  a  alimentar  a  los  hambrientos 


de  nuestra  comunidad.  Una  joven  declare: 
-Nunca  habia  sentido  tanta  alegria-  Ella 
entendio  correctamente  que  nuestra  paz  y 
nuestra  alegria  no  se  encuentran  en  el  apego  que 
tenemos  hacia  nosotros  mismos  o  a  los  bienes 
materiales,  sino  en  dar  libremente  a  nosotros 
mismos,  nuestros  dones  y  nuestro  tiempo 
para  ayudar  a  los  necesitados.  Tal  vez  en  esta 
Cuaresma  usted  pueda  ofrecer  su  servicio  en 
un  programa  nuevo  de  la  parroquia  o  en  un 
ministerio  disenado  para  ayudar  con  amor  a 
nuestros  hermanos  y  hermanas  que  requieren 
de  nuestra  asistencia. 

Ademas  de  la  oration  renovada  y  de 
la  limosna,  la  Cuaresma  nos  recuerda  la 
disciplina  espiritual  del  ayuno.  Nuestro  ayuno 
es  un  medio  para  recordarnos  de  lo  que 
"verdaderamente  necesitamos  en  la  vida"  y  es 
una  forma  de  liberarnos  para  que  podamos 
compartir  nuestros  dones  con  los  demas. 
Con  la  gracia  de  Dios,  ayunen  de  las  cosas 
de  este  mundo  que  les  impidan  continuar. 
Ayunen  del  comportamiento  contrario  al 
Evangelio,  incluyendo  las  acciones  y  obras 
poco  caritativas,  del  rencor  y  de  la  amargura. 
De  hecho,  traten  de  perdonar  a  alguien  que  lo 
haya  lastimado  u  ofendido,  a  imitation  de  la 
misericordia  infinita  de  Dios  que  se  extiende  en 
cada  uno  de  nosotros. 

Tambien  los  insto  a  que  demuestren  su  deseo 
de  "volver  al  Senor"  por  la  celebration  del 
Sacramento  de  la  Penitencia,  especialmente  en  la 
temporada  de  Cuaresma.  Expresen  su  deseo  de 
dejar  atras  el  "antiguo  estilo"  de  vida  y  saquen  a 
la  "persona  nueva".  Al  hacerlo,  comprenderan  la 
profundidad  del  gran  amor  que  Dios  tiene  por 
ustedes.  Es  un  amor  tan  grande  que  El  envio 
a  su  unico  Hijo  para  el  perdon  de  nuestros 
pecados.  Al  hacer  el  Via  Crucis,  mediten  en  Su 
sufnmiento,  muerte  y  resurrection,  comprendan 
el  gran  deseo  que  tiene  el  Senor  de  abrazarlos, 
perdonarlos  y  de  sanarlos. 

Es  mi  esperanza  que  esta  temporada  sagrada 
de  la  Cuaresma  sea  un  tiempo  de  abundantes 
bendiciones  espirituales  para  ustedes  y  para 
todos  sus  seres  queridos.  Con  la  gracia  de  Dios, 
"vuelvan  al  Senor  de  todo  corazon"  a  traves  de 
la  oration,  del  ayuno,  de  la  limosna  y  celebren  el 
gran  amor  renovado  que  siente  Dios  por  todos 
ustedes. 


La  oration  es  una 
forma  de  vida 

La  revista  mensual  NC  Catholics  nos  habla  sobre 
la  Cuaresma,  la  oracion  y  la  busqueda  de  una 
relacion  mas  cercana  a  Dios. 


E 


Vivan  el  Evangelio  sin  compromiso,  cumpliendo 
con  el  deber  del  momento  y  pequenas  cosas 
hechas  con  amor  y  viviendo  una  vida  de 
sencillez.  Cuando  se  trata  de  la  Cuaresma,  es 
diftcil  mejorar  en  ese  aspecto." 


La  oradora  es  Teresa  Davis  de  la  Madonna  House  (la  Casa 
de  Nuestra  Senora)  en  Raleigh,  junto  con  Echo  Lewis  y 
JoAnne  DeGidio,  han  ofrecido  una  "casa  de  oracion  "  por 
mas  de  30  anos. 

Madonna  House  (La  Casa  de  Nuestra  Senora),  es  una 
institution  fundada  por  Catherine  DeHueck  Doherty  en 
Canada  en  el  ano  1947.  Sus  miembros  son  hombres  y 
mujeres  laicos  y  sacerdotes  dedicados  a  amar  y  servir  a 
Cristo  por  medio  de  la  promesa  de  pobreza,  castidad  y 
obediencia.  A  petition  de  los  obispos  locales,  ellos  prestan 
sus  servicios  en  todo  el  mundo  en  la  casa  misionera  de  la  de 
Raleigh. 

Las  mujeres  de  Madonna  House  oran  en  grupo  e 
individualmente,  de  forma  liturgica  y  contemplativa. 
Ademas,  son  una  casa  de  hospitalidad,  donde  laicos 
catolicos  llegan  cada  dia  para  orar,  hablar  y  orar.  Theresa 
se  refiere  a  este  aspecto  de  su  servicio  pastoral  como  el 
"apostolado  de  la  charla"  -Nuestra  fundadora  una  vez  dijo 
que  el  apostolado  mas  eficaz  es  el  de  la  charla  -dice.  - 
Muchas  cosas  pueden  pasar  con  una  taza  de  cafe  y  un  plato 
de  galletas.  Es  tan  simple,  pero  la  gente  termina  hablando 
de  las  cosas  mas  profundas  de  sus  corazones. 

En  la  temporada  de  Cuaresma,  cuando  la  Iglesia  llama 
a  los  catolicos  a  orar,  ayunar  y  a  dar  limosna,  ^cambia  en 
algo  la  vida  en  la  Casa  de  Nuestra  Senora?  -Nadie  se  da 
cuenta  de  la  Cuaresma  en  forma  de  sacrificio  -dice  Teresa 
-porque  vwimos  de  manera  muy  sencilla  todo  el  tiempo.  La 
Cuaresma  para  nosotros  es  algo  interno,  tal  vez  seamos  mas 
tranquilos,  pero  que  cambiemos  las  oraciones. 

Cada  dia  durante  la  Cuaresma,  las  mujeres  rezan  la 
Oracion  de  San  Efren  de  Siria:  "Senor  y  Soberano  de 
mi  vida:  Librame  del  espiritu  de  indolencia,  desaliento, 
vanagloria  y  palabra  inutil.  Concedeme  a  mi,  tu  siervo 
pecador  el  espiritu  de  castidad,  humildad,  paciencia  y 
amor.  Si,  Rey  mio  y  Dios  mio,  concedeme  reconocer  mis 
faltas  y  no  juzgar  a  mis  hermanos,  porque  eres  bendito 


por  siempre.  Amen".  La 
oracion  nos  habla  de 
cuatro  elementos  negativos 
del  espiritu  humano  que 
seran  reemplazados  por 
cuatro  cualidades  positivas. 
Despues  de  la  oracion,  las 
mujeres  meditan  sobre  estas 
cualidades. 

Los  viernes  de  Cuaresma, 
oran  el  Himno  Acatisto,  para 
alabar  a  la  Madre  de  Dios  y 
cuyos  origenes  se  remontan 
al  rito  de  la  era  Bizantina. 

En  las  instalaciones  de 
Madonna  House,  tambien 
existen  algunas  ermitas 
llamadas  poustinia, 
disponibles  para  los  que 
deseen  pasar  un  dia  o 
algunas  horas  en  oracion  y  contemplation.  Muchos  de  los 
visitantes  vienen  a  las  poustinia  durante  la  Cuaresma. 

Asi  que  la  oracion  es  constante  en  Madonna  House  incluso 
durante  y  despues  de  la  Cuaresma.  -Asi  es  que  deberia  ser 
la  oracion  -explica  Theresa,  -lo  que  es  importante  senalar, 
es  que  todo  lo  que  hacemos  es  una  oracion.  En  cualquier 
deber  del  momento,  por  cada  uno  de  nosotros,  deberia 
realizarse  una  oracion. 


1  Padre  Michael  Proterra,  S.J,  Vicario  Parroquial 
de  la  Iglesia  de  San  Rafael  en  Raleigh,  dice  que 
el  fundador  Jesuita  San  Ignacio  de  Loyola  estaria 
de  acuerdo  con  esto:  -San  Ignacio,  al  igual  que 
todos  los  grandes  pensadores  espirituales,  ven  la  oracion 
como  una  forma  de  vida.  El  describe  a  los  Jesuitas  como 
"contempladores  en  action"  Padre  Proterra  explica  -la 
oracion  no  es  algo  que  dices,  es  algo  que  haces.  En  lo  que  sea 
que  hagamos,  siempre  estamos  en  la  busqueda  del  amor  de 
Jesus.  Mi  relacion  con  El  hace  de  mis  acciones  una  oracion. 

-Otra  forma  de  decir  que  esto  es  una  oracion  es  cualquier 
experiencia  que  facilite  un  encuentro  interpersonal  que 
centre  a  la  persona  en  Dios  y  al  servicio  generoso  hacia  el 
projimo. 

El  Libro  de  retiro  de  San  Ignacio,  Ejercicios  Espirituales, 
es  como  los  Jesuitas  aprenden  a  orar.  En  este  trabajo,  San 
Ignacio  instruye  al  estudiante  a  "meditar"  o  "contemplar" 
o  "considerar"  los  acontecimientos  en  la  Escritura.  En  la 
primera  lection,  Padre  Proterra,  explica,  San  Ignacio  nos 
in  vita  a  considerar  lo  siguiente:  Hemos  sido  creados  para 
conocer,  amar  y  servir  a  Dios  y  al  projimo.  Todo  lo  que 
nos  ayuda  a  hacer  lo  que  es  bueno  y  lo  que  nos  impide  no 
hacerlo. 

Parte  de  los  Ejercicios  Espirituales  incluyen  Lectio  Divina, 
la  cual  es  una  metodologia  de  reflexion  de  la  Escritura. 
-Escoge  un  pasaje  y  lo  lees  y  cuando  algo  se  sugiere  por 
si  mismo,  es  como  que  si  algo  saltase  de  la  pagina  hacia 
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usted;  entonces  hace  una  pausa  y  ore  al  respecto  Usted 
puede  ponerse  en  el  centro  del  pasaje,  imaginar  las 
palabras  de  Maria,  por  ejemplo  y  preguntarle  acerca  de 
sus  sentimientos.  Al  final  de  esta  meditacion  usted  puede 
considerar  la  como  debe  continuar  esta  oracion  en  el 
mundo  -Padre  Proterra  comenta. 

Un  retire  Ignaciano  puede  ser  una  experiencia  de  una 
sola  o  repetidas  oportunidades,  de  algunos  dias  o  hasta 
35  dias.  El  Padre  Proterra  ha  dirigido  retires  de  Cuaresma 
y  de  Adviento  con  grupos  de  30  a  50  personas  laicas.  El 
sugiere  varios  pasos  a  seguir  en  preparacion  para  realizar  los 
ejercicios  espirituales  de  largo  o  corto  plazo.  1  Asiste  con 
regularidad  a  Misa.  2.  Reconoce  el  deseo  de  profundizar  el 
estudio  de  las  Escrituras,  no  sOlo  por  el  conocimiento,  sino 
con  el  fin  de  acercarse  mas  a  Dios,  3.  Note  la  necesidad  de 
profundizar  mas  en  la  oracion,  no  solo  porque  le  guste  decir 
muchas  oraciones,  sino  porque  esto  me  define  como  una 
persona  enamorada  de  Dios,  4.  Reconozca  la  necesidad  de 
ser  mas  generoso  con  los  demas;  5.  Encuentre  un  director  y 
luego  asista  a  un  retire. 

El  metodo  Ignaciano  de 
oracion  no  cambia  durante 
la  Cuaresma  para  el  Padre 
Proterra.  Sigue  siendo 
Lectio  Divina,  meditacion 
y  contemplacion.  Sin 
embargo,  los  pasajes  de 
las  Escrituras  utilizados, 
siguiendo  a  Jesus  desde 
Nazaret  a  Jerusalen  y  la 
PasiOn,  el  Viacrucis  -todos 
estos  hechos,  al  igual  que  el 
ayuno  y  la  limosna,  son  una 
oportunidad  para  acercarse 
a  Dios  durante  la  Cuaresma. 


Viacrucis  al  aire  libre  con 
procesion  a  la  luz  de  las  velas 

Viernes  Santo,  2  de  abril,  201 0, 7:00  PM 

Celebrada  por  el  Reverendfsimo  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge  en  la  Escuela  Secundaria  Cardinal  Gibbons, 
1401  Edwards  Mill  Road,  Raleigh,  NC  27607 

Las  velas  seran  suministradas  por  la  Diocesis  de 
Raleigh.  El  evento  se  llevara  a  cabo  llueve,  truene  o 
relampaguee. 


La  oracion 
familiar  con 
cinco  ninos 
podria  estar  lejos 
de  la  tranquilidad  de  un 

retire  Ignaciano.  Al  igual  que  San  Ignacio,  sin  embargo,  y 
como  las  mujeres  de  Madonna  House,  Matt  y  Sarah  James 
entienden  que  la  oracion  es  mas  que  solo  palabras. 

-Tratamos  de  trabajar  en  la  virtud  humana-  dicen  Sarah  y 
Matt. 

-Consistencia  en  la  vida.  Queremos  que  los  ninos  sepan 
que  todos  estamos  llamados  a  ser  santos.  La  oraciOn  no  es 
sOlo  algo  que  dices  y  despues  te  vas  a  hacer  lo  que  sea.  - 
comenta.  Ambos  padres  senalan  y  los  ninos  mayores  estan 
comenzando  a  entender  que  una  vida  de  oracion  implica 
ser  caritativo  con  los  demas. -Ellos  entienden  que  existe 
el  pecado  y  que  necesitamos  la  misericordia  de  Dios  y  la 
necesidad  de  estar  cerca  de  El  y  la  Santisima  Virgen  Maria, 
-dice  Matt 

Cada  noche,  despues  de  cenar,  Matt  y  Sarah  se  reunen  con 


Patrocinado  por  el  Departamento  de  Evangeli- 
zation y  Formation  Catolica,  el  Ministerio  Hispano 
y  el  Ministerio  de  la  Herencia  Africana  y  Evangeli- 


Patrick  de  8  anos;  con  los  gemelos  Peter  y  Michael  de  5  anos; 
con  Helen  de  2  y  con  Danny  de  seis  meses  de  edad.  Los  ninos 
se  acercan  al  regazo  de  sus  padres  para  prepararse  a  realizar  un 
momento  de  quietud  y  ofrecer  el  trabajo  diario  de  todos. 

-Tenemos  mas  disciplina  ahora  que  los  ninos  son  capaces 
de  entender  -dice  Matt.  Pero,  Sarah  sonrie  -no  esperabamos 
ver  a  todos  de  rodillas  en  silencio,  con  los  ojos  cerrados  y 
las  manos  cruzadas  - 

La  familia  reza  el  Rosario  y  piden  por  los  seminaristas 
de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh  por  nombre.  Los  chicos  se 
saben  todos  los  nombres  y  han  conocido  a  algunos  de  los 
seminaristas  personalmente.  El  hermano  de  Sara  esta  en 
el  seminario  de  la  Diocesis  de  Charleston,  por  lo  que  los 
James  son  especialmente  conscientes  de  la  importancia  de  la 
vocacion  al  sacerdocio. 

Cada  nino  tiene  un  dia  especial,  cuando  el  o  ella  dicen 
gracia  antes  y  despues  de  las  comidas.  -Ellos  lo  dicen  en  voz 
alta  -explica  Matt  -ellos  saben  que  cuando  rezan  en  voz  alta, 
nos  estan  guiando  a  todos,  por  lo  que  necesitan  decirlo  bien 
-explica.  En  la  oracion  despues  de  las  comidas  tambien  oran 

por  los  que  han  fallecido.  Tal 
es  el  caso  del  Padre  James 
Dull,  Vicario  Parroquial  de  la 
parroquia  de  St.  Catherine  of 
Siena,  quien  recientemente 
falleciO  y  continua  siendo 
parte  de  sus  oraciones. 

Este  ano  la  familia  ha 
incluido  un  breve  examen 
de  conciencia  y  un  Acto  de 
Contricion  a  su  rutina  de  la 
tarde. 

-La  oracion  nos  da  una 
estructura  y  una  rutina- 
dice  Sarah.  -Esto  nos  ayuda 
a  llegar  a  pasar  el  dia  y 
queremos  que  los  ninos 
entiendan  que  cada  parte 
del  dia  debe  estar  incluida 
en  la  oracion. 

La  Cuaresma  pasada, 
los  James  se  unieron  a  otra  familia,  incluyeron  a  otros  siete 
ninos  y  trataron  de  hacer  las  Estaciones  de  la  Cruz  en  St. 
Catherine.  -Decidimos  que  funcionaria  un  poco  mejor 
desde  la  casa  -dijo  Sarah  sonriente.  -  jY  funciona!  Vamos  a 
colgar  fotos  para  que  los  ninos  puedan  concentrarse  y  rezar 
las  Estaciones  de  esa  manera. 

Durante  la  Cuaresma,  los  ninos  tambien  tienen  que  hacer 
pequenos  sacrificios,  los  cuales  escriben  en  pedazos  de 
papel  morado  y  tienen  presente  durante  la  oracion. 

-El  punto  es,  dice  Matt  -ayudar  a  los  ninos  a  ser 
conscientes  que  son  hijos  e  hijas  de  Dios. 

Tal  vez,  para  todos  los  catolicos,  examinar,  recordar  y 
alimentar  esa  relacion  es  el  objetivo  mas  importante  de  la 
oraciOn;  el  ayuno  y  la  limosna  a  los  que  estamos  llamados 
durante  la  temporada  sagrada  de  la  Cuaresma. 


Por  Rich  Reece  \  Fotografias  por  Denmark  Photo  &  Video 


Year  for  Priests 


Youth  from  Catholic  Schools  and  parish  Faith  Formation  class< 

pen  prize  essays  and  poems 


On  Wednesday,  February  3,  young  people  from 
around  the  Diocese  joined  Most  Reverend  Mi- 
chael E  Burbidge  for  a  pizza  party  in  Raleigh. 
Bishop  Burbidge  and  the  Diocesan  Office 
of  Evangelization  and  Catechesis  held  the  party  to  thank 
the  young  people  for  their  participation  in  a  Poetry/Essay 
Contest  celebrating  the  Year  for  Priests.  Young  people  from 
every  Deanery  submitted  works  on  the  meaning  of  priest- 
hood or  on  particular  priests  who  inspired  them,  and  two 
dozen  winners  were  chosen  in  both  categories. 


Winners  included  Ambriel  Bunn, 
Albemarle  Deanery;  Emily  Bakke,  Sam 
Luchansky  Cris  Schroder,  Gabby  Vi- 
tagliano  and  Emily  McCormick,  Cape 
Fear  Deanery;  Dasha  Hillary,  Katya 
Hillary  and  Marshall  Parker,  Fayette- 
ville  Deanery;  Robert  Gasperson  and 
Sasha  Buslovich,  New  Bern  Deanery; 
Samantha  Casey  Newton  Grove  Dean- 
ery; Natalie  Darveaux  and  Emily  Bai- 
ley, Piedmont  Deanery;  Jessica  Henion, 
Angela  Conley,  Szu-In  Lim,  Heather 
Elliott,  Holly  Wiggin,  John  Hebert, 


►►  For  information  on  the  priesthood,  contact  Father  Ned  Shlesinger,  Directc  '* 


Becki  DeLaRosa  and  Christopher  Rou- 
leau, Raleigh  Deanery;  Michelle  Titus, 
Tar  River  Deanery. 

Commenting  on  the  students'  efforts, 
Bishop  Burbidge  called  them  "special  in- 
struments of  God,  to  tell  our  priests  that 
they  are  loved,  appreciated  and  prayed 
for.  You  have  truly  lifted  us  up,  and  as 
your  Bishop  I  am  deeply  grateful." 

Some  excerpts  from  the  winners: 

►►  Around  the  time  of  our  move  to 
Raleigh  from  Michigan  in  2004,  my 
mother  was  pregnant  with  a  baby  girl. 
Jeannette  Isabella  was  born  in  Janu- 
ary of  2005,  but  she  was  not  healthy. 
She  was  born  with  a  genetic  condition 
called  Trisomy  18.  Our  baby  sister 
Jeannette  lived  for  two  short  months, 
and  our  time  with  her  was  filled  with 
more  joy  than  one  could  imagine. 
Fr.  David  Hudgins,  our  pastor  from 
Lansing,  came  to  North  Carolina  and 
stayed  with  us  to  say  Mass  in  our 
home  for  my  mother,  who  had  had  a 
C-Section  and  could  not  get  to  Mass. 
His  being  with  us  helped  us  greatly 
to  cope  with  our  terrible  loss.  Fr. 
Hudgins  assisted  Msgr.  John  Wil- 
liams, our  pastor  here  in  Raleigh,  at 
Jeannette s  funeral  Mass,  and  he  also 
traveled  as  far  as  my  grandparents 
house  in  West  Virginia  to  preside  at 
her  burial. 

-  Angela  Conley, 

St.  Joseph  Faith  Formation,  Raleigh 

Overall,  I  see  a  priest  as  a  friend 
to  help  guide  you  along  Gods  path. 
Someone  who  is  there  to  explain  what 
God  wants  you  to  do.  Priests  help  con- 
nect you  closer  to  God  and  yourself 
when  you  let  them.  Don't  view  a  priest 
as  a  Sunday  acquaintance,  make  him 
your  friend  and  path  to  find  God. 

-  Ambriel  Bunn, 

St.  Anne  Faith  Formation,  Edenton 

►►  This  is  what  it  means  to  be  a 
priest.  To  lead  others  to  Christ  through 
humility  and  charity. 

-  John  Hebert, 

St.  Thomas  More  Academy,  Raleigh 


and  happy  Father 

Devoting  his  life  to  the  Priesthood 

Living  the  life  he  hoped  he  would. 

Knowing  he  spends  his  life 

in  a  faithful  way 

Encourages  me  in  my  life  every  day. 

-  Jessica  Henion, 

St.  Joseph  Faith  Formation,  Raleigh 

►►  My  priest  is  Christ-like. 
His  peace  is  noticeable. 
His  joy  is  unstoppable. 
His  love  is  powerful. 

-  Michelle  Titus, 

St.  John  the  Baptist  Faith  Formation, 
Roanoke  Rapids 

►►  We  met  at  the  font 
To  wash  away  sin 
The  day  I  became 


A  brand-new  Christian. 
You're  there  to  hear  sins 
When  my  soul  needs  a  lift. 
You  consecrate  Eucharist, 
God's  greatest  Gift. 
I'll  treasure  the  moment 
My  wedding  vows  said, 
As  you  will  preside 
On  the  day  that  1  wed. 
And  you'll  anoint  me 
When  I  am  frail  and  weak, 
When  my  Savior 
I  am  about  to  meet. 

-  Samantha  Casey, 
St.  Mary  School,  Goldsboro 


All  winning  entries  in  their  entire- 
ty can  be  seen  on  the  Diocesan 
Web  site,  www.dioceseofraleigh.org. 


All  the  faithful  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
are  invited  and  encouraged  to  attend  the 

Chrism  Mass 
Tuesday,  March  30, 
2  P.M. 

St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Church,  804 
High  House  Road,  Cary,  NC  2751 3 


He  is  a  kind,  loving, 


St.  Mildred's  Children  Make  Posters  for  Priests 

►►  In  celebration  of  the  Year  for  Priests,  the  children  of  St  Mildred's  Faith  For- 
mation classes  in  Swannsboro,  NC,  grades  K-5  and  the  Home  School  Com- 
munity, participated  in  the  Poster  Contest  for  Priests  from  the  Diocese.  Each 
child  made  a  poster  of  something  our  wonderful  priest,  Father  Donald  Baribeau, 
M.S.,  does  as  part  of  his  priestly  duties  or  maybe  during  his  off  time.  Some 
children  made  posters  of  babies  being  baptized,  others  were  of  Father  Don 
celebrating  Mass,  while  one  was  of  an  outside  tea  party  with  Father  at  the  Rec- 
tory. The  lovely  ladies  of  our  Women's  Guild  had  the  daunting  task  of  choosing 
a  winner  from  each  grade.  On  November  1  7th  all  the  participants  and  their 
families  came  together  to  present  Father  Don  with  their  posters  and  enjoy  pizza 
with  him.  Each  child  was  given  a  beautiful  certificate  (the  ones  the  Diocese 
provided  for  the  contest)  signed  by  Father  Don  and  our  DRE,  Francine  Sabisch 
as  well  as  a  Red  Ribbon.  The  winners  were  given  a  Blue  Ribbon.  It  was  a  great 
evening  of  fun  and  food.  Father  "Dawn"  (as  one  of  the  winners  referred  to  him) 
truly  enjoyed  seeing  how  our  youngest  portray  him.  -  Francine  sabisch 


pcations  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  at  91 9.832.6279  or  shlesinger@raldioc.org. 


The  Way  of  the  Cross 

In  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 


7.  Jesus  Falls  the 


In  1999  I  was  on  a  trip  to  Medjugorje.  Our  group  was  climbing  "Cross 
Mountain".  On  the  way  we  prayed  the  Stations  of  the  Cross.  It  was 
not  an  easy  climb.  I  was  congratulating  myself  on  my  good  physical 
condition,  and  sitting  on  a  rock  by  the  Third  Station  ("Jesus  Falls  For 
The  First  Time")  waiting  for  the  stragglers  to  arrive.  Suddenly  I  fell  off  the  rock  into  a 
thom  bush.  The  people  flocked  around  me,  helped  me  up,  and  removed  thorns  that 
had  stuck  to  me.  So  much  for  my  pride  in  my  physical  capability! 

When  we  got  to  the  7th  Station,  1  was  assigned  to  do  the  reading. 
-  Marie  Best,  Saint  Brendan  the  Navigator,  Shallotte,  NC 


1  Veronica  Wipes 
the  Face  of  Jesus 

6 Veronica  quietly 
waits,  depend- 
ing on  her  faith 
in  the  Lord.  She 
is  like  so  many  of  us  during 
Lent,  waiting  and  praying,  \ 
preparing  for  Him  to  stop 
and  rest  in  us. 

-  C.J.  Brooker,  Saint  Paul,  New  Bern  I 
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8.  Jesus  Meets  the  Daughters  of  Jerusalem 
Saint  Ha- Sang  Paul  Junq  .  New  Hill 


^0^^      Why  would  you  Lear 

iW  away  the  only  coveiing 

I  a  poor  man  has  to  pro- 

^^1^^      tect  his  body  from  the 
glare  of  others?  And  after  his  death  did  his 
mother  provided  him  with  a  new  covering  to 
show  the  world  that  humanity  had  regained 
some  innocence  through  her  Sons  death? 

-  Bob  Fuerst,  St.  Raphael  the  Archangel,  Raleigh 


«  Jesus  Falls  the  Third  Time 

9 Having  fallen  again,  perhaps 
at  this  point  Jesus  sighed. 
When  I  examine  my  con- 
science before  Reconciliation 
and  I  realize  that  the  sins  I'll  confess  were 
the  same  as  those  in  previous  confessions, 
I  pray  to  avoid  what  causes  me  to  fall. 
-  James,  Holy  Cross,  Durham 


things  to  do: 

Cardinal  Gibbons  3rd 
Annual  Online  Auction: 

From  March  1-13,  2010, 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School  will  be  auctioning 
off  fabulous  and  valu- 
able prizes  such  as  sports 
memorabilia,  art,  jewelry, 
collectibles  and  more! 
The  Online  Auction  offers 
the  perfect  combination 
of  bargain  shopping  with 
auction  excitement  all 
from  your  home  com- 
puter! Success  of  this 
fundraiser  depends  on 
the  support  of  the  entire 
Catholic  community  for 
which  Cardinal  Gibbons 
serves.  Please  login  to 
www.biddingforgood.com/ 
cghsnc  and  compete  for 
priceless  items  that  have 
been  donated  by  local 
businesses,  amusement 
and  entertainment  destina- 
tions, Cardinal  Gibbons 
faculty  and  parents.  Con- 
tact Laurette  Benton  in 
the  CGHS  Development 
Office:  lbenton@cghsnc. 
org  or  834-1625  x  277 
for  more  info  or  if  you 
have  an  item  to  donate  to 
the  Online  Auction! 

Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School  Gala:  On  March 
20,  2010,  The  Cardinal 
Gibbons  Family  Asso- 
ciation will  sponsor  "An 
Evening  in  Tuscany."  This 
year's  Gala  marks  the 
1  01  st  Anniversary  of 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School.  It  will  be  held  at 
Bay  7  on  the  American  To- 
bacco Campus  in  Durham. 
The  evening  will  begin  with 
a  Wine  Tasting  at  7pm 
followed  by  an  Italian  Din- 
ner catered  by  Raleigh's 
Caffe  Luna,  and  Danc- 


ing. The  cost  of  the  event 
will  be  $1  01  per  person. 
Funds  raised  will  support 
the  school's  mission  to 
continue  to  form  men  and 
women  of  faith,  service 
and  leadership,  in  church 
and  community.  There  are 
many  ways  to  support  the 
Gala,  including  purchas- 
ing tickets  or  a  journal  ad, 
or  making  a  donation  to 
underwrite  a  portion  of 
the  evening.  For  addi- 
tional information,  please 
contact  Laurette  Benton  in 
the  CGHS  Development 
Office:  lbenton@cghsnc. 
org  or  834-1  625  x  277. 

Holy  Hour  for  Vocations, 

March  5,  7-8  p.m.  at  St. 
Anne  Church  in  Edenton. 
The  Holy  Hour  for  Voca- 
tions provides  an  opportu- 
nity to  come  together  as  a 
community  and  pray  before 
the  Blessed  Sacrament 
for  an  increase  in  voca- 
tions to  the  Priesthood 
and  Religious  Life.  All  are 
invited  to  join  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge  in  this  celebration.  A 
reception  will  follow.  Next 
Vocations  Holy  Hour  April 
30  at  St.  Mark  Church  in 
Wilmington. 


Girl  Scout  Sunday, 

March  7,  is  a  time  when 
Girl  Scouts  throughout  the 
United  States  come  to- 
gether to  give  thanks  and 
praise  to  God.  Please  join 
us  as  we  "Serve  God"  as 
the  Girl  Scout  Promise. 

Catholic  Golden  Age 

will  meet  Sunday,  1 :30 
p.m.,  on  March  7th  at  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic 
Church,  Fallon  Center, 
271  8  Overbrook  Drive, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27608. 
Call  Kit  at  919.624.9017 
or  Marjorie  at 
919.781.3161  regarding 
the  meeting  as  well  as  info 
on  CGA's  5:30  pm  dinner 
get-togethers  every  third 
Thursday  of  the  month 
throughout  the  year. 

Priesthood  Discern- 
ment Group,  March  1  3, 
9  a.m.  -  1  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  219 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27603.  Adult  Catho- 
lic men  between  the  ages 
of  1  7-48  discerning  a 
possible  call  to  Priesthood 
are  invited  to  the  Priest- 
hood Discernment  Group 
meetings  held  on  the  third 


Saturday  of  each  month. 
If  you  are  just  beginning 
to  contemplate  a  voca- 
tion or  are  more  serious 
about  a  call  to  priest- 
hood please  consider 
attending  this  group.  The 
Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  in  which  to 
discuss  your  discernment 
of  a  possible  call  to  Priest- 
hood with  other  men  who 
are  also  examining  the 
call.  The  group  discusses 
issues  central  to  the  call 
and  does  so  within  the 
context  of  prayer,  presen- 
tations, and  discussion. 
The  morning  begins  with 
Mass.  Coffee  and  dough- 
nuts will  be  available  in 
the  Office  of  Vocations 
(two  doors  down  from  the 
Cathedral)  after  Mass. 
Morning  Prayer,  a  discus- 
sion/presentation about 
discernment/ Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch 
follow.  Next  Discern- 
ment Group  April  1  7.  For 
more  information  contact 
the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

St.  Patricks's  Day  Pa- 
rade. Raleigh.  Saturday, 


Upcoming  events 

at  Avila  Retreat  Center 

71  1  Mason  Road,  Durham.  27712. 
To  register  or  for  more  information,  call 
919.477.1285. 

►►  Couples  in  Recovery,  March  1 2,  6 
p.m.  —  March  1 4,  1 1  a.m..  Contact  Mar- 
ty and  Charlie  Cawley,  91 9.881 .0495. 

Life,  Loss  &  Healing,  March  1 9, 
8:30  a.m.  -  March  21,11  a.m.  WE 
have  all  lost  someone  or  something. 
In  addition  to  the  death  of  loved  ones, 
we  may  lose  health,  relationships,  pets, 
jobs,  homes  and  even  a  childhood.  This 


our  ^li^^^^^^ 
in  a  safe,  QV/fcfl— 
confidential  i^^0^^^ 
and  accepting 
setting.  This 

is  not  a  weekend  for  quiet  reflection, 
but  rather  an  opportunity  to  experi- 
ence the  intensity  of  feelings  and  learn 
safe  ways  to  express  them.  Contact 
Nancy  Mullins,  Workshop  leader  at 
413.268.7342  or  DavidandNancy® 
mullins.info. 
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The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 

Bishop  of  Raleigh, 

cordially  invites  altar  servers  and  their  families 
to  Mass  for  Altar  Servers 

Sunday,  March  7th,  3  p.m.  |  St.  Gabriel  Church  |  3250  Dickinson  Avenue  |  Greenville,  NC  27834 


March  1  3,  1  1  a.m.  Volun- 
teers needed  to  walk  in  the 
parade  to  help  distribute 
St.  Patrick  prayer  cards. 
Everyone  (Irish  or  not)  is 
welcome  to  participate  in 
this  family  friendly  evan- 
gelization event.  Catholic 
Youth  Evangelization 
Award:  Youth  groups  can 
compete  for  the  annual 
award  by  making  signs 
to  carry,  singing  Catholic 
hymns,  playing  instru- 
ments, or  performing  a 
Catholic  dance  or  cheer 
in  the  Raleigh  St.  Patrick's 
Day  Parade.  Saturday, 
March  13,  2010.  1  1 :00 
am.  Contact  Karen  Mat- 
thews at  91  9-708-6907, 
or  e-mail  1  bread@excite. 
com.  Register  online  at: 
http:// 1  bread.catholic.org. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  March  1 8,  7 
p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  219 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27603.  Single 
Catholic  women  between 
the  ages  of  1  7-45  who 
are  committed  to  praying 
for  vocations,  growing  in 
holiness  while  in  the  midst 
of  the  world,  and  discern- 
ing the  call  of  Christ  are 
invited  to  the  Vocations 
Prayer  Group  for  Women. 
Thursday  evening  meet- 


ings will  begin  in  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  with 
Adoration  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  at  7  pm  fol- 
lowed by  Benediction.  At 
8  pm  the  group  will  move 
to  the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  fellowship  and  discus- 
sions. Meetings  should 
end  by  9  pm.  Next  group 
on  April  1  5.  Contact  Fr. 
Ned  Shlesinger,  voca- 
tions@raldioc.org. 

Quo  Vadis  Group,  March 
23,  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral. 
High  school  age  boys 
are  invited  to  attend  the 
Quo  Vadis  group,  which 
meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month. 
Quo  Vadis  provides  a 
fraternal  environment  and 
an  opportunity  to  gather 
for  fellowship,  prayer  and 
a  discussion  on  discern- 
ment and  vocations.  Next 
Quo  Vadis  Group  Febru- 
ary 1  6.  Please  contact 
the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  more  information  at 
919.832.6279. 

Gathering  for  parents 
of  children  with  special 
needs,  March  26,  7-8:30 
p.m.  at  St.  Andrew  the 
Apostle  in  Apex.  Join  us 
for  a  special  evening  of 
prayer  and  conversation 


for  parents  of  children  with 
special  needs.  Presenter 
for  the  evening  will  be 
Sister  Kathleen  Schipani, 
IHM,  M.Ed.,  a  specialist 
in  ministry  to  persons  with 
special  needs.  Special 
guests:  the  M'n'M  Singers 
from  The  ARC  of  Wake 
County.  Hospitality:  6:30 
to  7:00  p.m.  followed 
by  prayer  and  presenta- 
tion. In  order  to  facilitate 
set-up  and  refreshments, 
parents  planning  to  attend 
are  requested  to  contact 
in  advance  Mary  Stone  at 
fdoffice@saintandrew.org 
or  (919.362.0414x22). 

Catechesis  for  Children 
With  Special  Needs, 

March  27,  10  a.m.  -  3 
p.m.  at  St.  Andrew  the 
Apostle  in  Apex.  How  can 
catechists  help  people 
with  special  needs  grow  in 
their  knowledge  and  love 
of  God?  This  workshop  for 
directors  of  faith  forma- 
tion, master  catechists, 
and  those  involved  with 
catechesis  for  persons 
with  special  needs  will 
be  presented  by  Sister 
Kathleen  Schipani,  IHM, 
M.Ed.  Hospitality  will  begin 
at  9:30  a.m.  with  opening 
prayer  and  welcome  at 
10:00  a.m.  Cost  for  the 
workshop,  materials,  and 


lunch  is  only  $20.  Advance 
registration  is  required.  For 
more  information  contact 
Sr.  Rose  Marie  Adams, 
IHM,  at  919.821.9746  or 
sr.rose.adams@raldioc.org. 

Attention  All  Families 
with  6th  graders!  GET 

HOPE,  TOOLS  and  a 
PLAN  with  Family  Honor's 
Changes  &  Challenges 
program!  Family  Honor 
creates  opportunities  and 
provides  tools  to  help 
parents  and  children  con- 
nect and  communicate  on 
important  life  issues,  with 
a  special  focus  on  chastity 
and  God's  gift  of  sexuality. 
This  fun  and  informative 
2-session  family  program 
will  be  hosted  by  St. 
Andrew  the  Apostle,  Apex, 
this  spring:  Session  1  FOR 
PARENTS  ONLY:  Wed., 
April  14,  7:00-9:15 
p.m.;  Session  2  For  par- 
ents and  their  6th  grader: 
Sat.,  April  1  7,  9:00  - 
11:15  a.m.  The  cost  is 
$25  per  family.  To  reg- 
ister, please  contact  Kati 
Rodgers  at  St.  Andrew, 
91  9.362.0685  orjym@ 
saintandrew.org,  or  visit 
www.saintandrew.org. 
Registration  deadline  is 
March  31 .  To  learn  more 
about  Family  Honor,  visit 
www.familyhonor.org. 


Single/Single  Again  Ministry 

Celebrates  15  Years 


As  the  participants  exchanged 
hugs  and  greetings,  it  was 
evident  that  this  was  no  ordi- 
nary gathering.  January  24th 
was  an  exciting  day  for  the  Single/Single 
Again  Ministry  as  over  150  people  came 
together  to  celebrate  15  years  of  minis- 
try. Fr.  Jude  Siciliano,  OP,  a  member  of 
the  Dominican  Fathers  who  have  sup- 
ported this  ministry  since  its  inception, 
began  the  celebration  Mass  with  a  spe- 
cial prayer,  "Look  how  the  Spirit  works!" 
The  celebration,  which  brought  together 
some  of  the  original  organizers  as  well 
as  Fr.  Michael  Burke,  OP,  who  currently 
lives  in  New  Orleans,  was  a  beautiful 
opportunity  for  those  touched  by  this 
supportive  ministry  to  recall  how  much 
it  has  meant  to  them. 


Fifteen  years  ago,  a  small  group  of  divorced  Catholics 
approached  Sr.  Anne  Heath  and  Terry  Jackson  at  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  for  their  help  in  ministering  to  the 
unique  challenges  of  being  single.  Encouraged  by  Terry 
Jackson,  this  group  of  12  contacted  the  newly  arrived 
Dominican  Fathers  to  help  organize  a  group  where 
divorced,  widowed  or  single  persons  over  the  age  of  35 
could  meet  other  people  and  form  friendships  in  a  safe 
environment,  focused  on  the  Eucharist. 

The  Mission  Statement  of  the  ministry  reads,  "We  are 
a  group  of  single  or  single-again  adults  brought  together 
through  common  interest  as  we  pray,  work  and  play 
together.  We  share  Christian  beliefs  and  values  as  we 
minister  to  each  other  and  the  community  around  us." 

The  first  Mass  was  celebrated  in  January  1995  at 
St.  Andrew's  Chapel  in  Apex.  The  Dominican  Fathers 
Michael  Burke  and  Jude  Siciliano  presided,  and  have  pro- 
vided spiritual  direction  and  service  ever  since.  The  "Sin- 
gles Mass"  is  held  once  a  month  in  the  Cardinal  Gibbons 
High  School  Chapel  on  Edwards  Mill  Road  in  Raleigh. 
The  social  after  each  Mass  includes  pizza,  fellowship  and 
an  opportunity  to  sign  up  for  future  activities.  These 
activities  include  opportunities  for  social,  spiritual,  and 


service  experi- 
ences. Parish  rep- 
resentatives try  to 
place  notices  in 
their  church  bul- 
letin to  let  other 
interested  pa- 
rishioners know 
of  the  group.  In 
addition,  there  is 
a  website,  www. 
singlesingleagain. 
com  that  posts  all 
current  informa- 
tion. All  are  wel- 
come to  join  the 
group  in  prayer, 
service  and  social 
life,  regardless  of 
their  religion. 

In  addition  to 
monthly  activi- 
ties, the  Single/Single  Again 
ministry  hosts  Turning  Point, 
a  non-denominational  group 
support  program  for  newly 
separated  or  divorced  persons. 
This  eight-week  course  takes 
place  at  least  once  a  year  in 
various  locations  throughout 
the  Triangle.  Additionally, 
there  is  an  annual  retreat  at  the 
Trinity  Center  in  Salter  Path, 
NC.  People  from  all  over  the 
Diocese  attend  and  enjoy  a 
spiritual  retreat  surrounded  by 
a  beach  setting  and  opportuni- 
ties to  meet  new  friends  and 
renew  old  ties. 


Over  1 50  people  attended  celebrating  the 
importance  of  this  ministry  in  their  lives. 


Joanne  Mackey,  one  of  the 
original  founders  with  Fr. 
Jude  Siciliano,  OP ,  SSA 
Spiritual  Director. 


At  the  dinner,  which  followed  the  celebration  mass, 
Fr.  Jude  looked  around  and  saw  the  faces  of  so  many 
that  gathered  together  in  friendship  and  spirit.  He  ac- 
knowledged and  blessed  the  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  this  community  and  once  again  said  "Wow!" 


For  more  information  about  the  Single- 
Single  Again  Ministry,  visit  our  Web  site  at 
www.singlesingleagain.com  or  contact  Celia  Keator 
at  ckeator@nc.rr.com. 
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Bringing  to  light  the  truth  of  the  teachings  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  igniting  in  our  hearts  a  love  for  our  Faith 


Pat  McCaskey 

Co-Owner  of  the  Chicago  Bears 
"Faith  &  Sports" 


Pat  believes  that  through  sports,  we  can 
promote  Christian  values  and  form  virtue. 
Founder  of  "Sports  Faith  International",  he  will 
share  with  us  his  mission  to  transform  the 
culture  through  powerful,  personal  testimonies 
of  outstanding  athletes  living  their  faith  on  and 
off  the  field. 


^%     Dr.  John  Bergsma 

•      Steubenville  Professor 

"My  Journey  to  the  Catholic 
•  -  .  Church" 

John  was  a  Protestant  pastor  who  converted 
to  the  Catholic  Church  while  pursuing  a  PhD 
in  theology.  With  an  astounding  knowledge 
of  Scripture,  he  now  devotes  his  fife  to  igniting 
his  students  with  a  love  for  Christ  and  His 
Church.  He  will  lead  us  to  realize  the  immense 
blessing  God  has  given  us  in  our  Faith. 


Fr.  Dwight 
Longenecker 

Author  of  More  Christianity 
"Priesthood  — Promise  ana 
Providence" 

A  convert  from  the  Anglican  priesthood,  Fr. 
Longenecker  writes  prolificacy  about  the 
treasures  of  truth  and  beauty  he  has  discovered 
in  the  Catholic  Church.  Offering  his  insight 
into  the  vocational  call,  he  will  nelp  us 
understand  and  appreciate  the  great  gift  of  the 
Holy  Priesthood. 


Dr.  Greg  &  Lisa 
Popcak 

Authors  of  Parenting  with  Grace 
"Marriage:  For  Better...  Forever!" 


Greg  is  a  Catholic  psychotherapist  teaming  up 
with  his  wife  Lisa  to  co-direct  the  Pastoral 
Solutions  Institute,  helping  marriages,  families, 
and  individuals  worldwide  to  lead  grace-filled 
lives.  They  will  reveal  to  us  the  secret  to  faithful, 
fulfilling  marriages  found  in  the  teachings  of 
the  Church. 


John  Martignoni 

Catholic  Apologist 
"Living  the  Word  of  Cod  to 
Bring  Justice  and  Peace" 


John  is  the  founder  of  the  Bible  Christian 
Society,  helping  Catholics  answer  common 
objections  and  share  their  faith  with  others. 
A  Baptist  convert  driven  by  his  goal  of 
evangelizing  Birmingham,  Alabama,  he  will 
help  us  see  now,  by  our  witness,  we  can  set 
the  world  on  fire  with  the  Catholic  Faith. 


Fr.  Deacon  Daniel 
Dozier 

Ukrainian  Greek-Catholic 
"Windows  to  the  Word: 
Christian  Iconography" 

Along  with  his  father,  Fr.  Daniel  serves  as  a 
deacon  to  Eastern  Catholic  mission  churches 
in  North  Carolina.  With  a  passion  for 
evangelization  and  expertise  in  teaching  the 
Catholic  Faith,  he  will  draw  us  in  to  explore  the 
theology  of  Icons  and  the  beauty  which  turns 
minds  and  hearts  toward  God. 


Friday,  March  19, 2010 
7:00pm-9:30pm 

FREE:  "Discover  the  Catholic  Church" 
No  registration  required 

Saturday,  March  20, 2010 

8:30am-6:30pm 

Full  Day  of  Presentations  including  Lunch 
Register  Now! 

Student  Breakouts 

for  College  &  Youth  age  1 0+ 


North  Carolina  State  Fairgrounds 

Jim  Graham  Building 

1025  Blue  Ridge  Road,  Raleigh,  NC  27607 

For  complete  details  and  secure 
online  registration,  visit: 


www.lgnitedByT^Lith.com 


^  


Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help,  pray  for  us! 


Vigil  Mass 

at  5:00pm  Saturday 
Celebrant  and  Homilist 
Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 

Diocese  of  Raleigh,  NC 
All  are  welcome! 


Ignited  By  Truth  is  a  Catholic 
Conference  Supported  by  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh,  NC 


.-A 


Register  by  February  28  for  a  discount:  $35  for  adults,  and  $20  for  college  students,  or  chaperoned 
youth  age  10+.  Group  rate  of  5  or  more  until  February  28:  $25  per  adult  and  $20  per  student.  After 
February  28,  only  $45  for  adults  and  $25  for  students!  Gift  certificates  are  available  until  February 
28!  Donations  are  tax  deductible.  Regretfully,  childcare  cannot  be  provided,  but  all  are  welcome  to  join 
us  for  Mass  at  5:00  pm. 

Your  name:   Today's  date: 

Registration  tor  #  ot  adults:   #  ot  students:   Optional  donation  gratefully  accepted:  $  

Gift  certificates  for  #  of  adults:   #  of  students:   TOTAL  ENCLOSED:  $  

If  you  made  a  donation,  we  would  like  to  recognize  you 

as  a  sponsor  in  our  printed  program.  Name  to  be  listed:  Please  do  not  list  my  name  (_| 

Names(first/last):  1   2  


(tor  name  tag  printing:  q  a 
NOTE:  optional  for  gift  H- 
certificates)  5   6. 


Address:  

City/State/Zip:   Phone:  (. 

Parish:  E-mail:  ... 


VISA  and  MasterCard  accepted  online  at  www.  IgnitedByTruth.  com.  Hotel  packages  are  available. 


Make  checks  payable 
and  mail  to: 


St.  Anthony  of  Padua 
Catholic  Church 
c/o  Ignited  by  Truth 
4501  New  Bern  Avenue 
Suite  130,  PMB  215 
Raleigh,  NC  27610 


Questions?  Contact  us  at: 
ignited@lgnitedByTruth.com 


parish  profile 


In  1988,  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Parish  in  Cary 
celebrated  its  25th  anniversary.  Speaking  to  those 
assembled,  Bishop  E  Joseph  Gossman  called  St.  Michael 
"not  the  story  of  a  single  life,  a  single  achievement,  but  of 
all  of  us  who  are  the  Body  of  Christ.  The  building  and  the  altar  of 
sacrifice  don't  make  any  sense  except  for  the  people  whose  faith 
is  strengthened  by  what  happens  here.  What  we  do  here  is  meant 
to  make  us  more  effective  instruments  of  God's 
love  outside  this  building." 


Today,  as  St.  Michael  looks 
toward  its  50th  anniversary  in 
2013,  Bishop  Gossman's  words  still 
characterize  the  spirit  of  the  largest 
parish  community  in  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh. 

St.  Michael  began  as  a  mission 
of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Parish  in 
Raleigh.  The  original  church  build- 
ing, dedicated  by  Bishop  Vincent 
S.  Waters  in  1963,  was  a  375-seat 
facility  on  15  acres  across  the  street 
from  Cary  High  School  and  what  is 
now  the  Cary  Towne  Center  Mall. 
At  that  time  the  parish  had  fewer 
than  100  families. 

Thirty-five  years  later,  on  the 
Feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel, 
Bishop  Gossman  would  dedicate 
the  current  church  building  on 


Worshipping,  working 
and  serving  together 

St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  Cary 


than  100  ministries.  Msgr.  Tim 
OGonnor,  St.  Michaels  Pastor, 
points  out  the  diversity  of  the  par- 
ish membership.  "It's  more  than 
Anglo  and  Hispanic,"  he  says.  "We 
have  many  families  from  Africa  and 
India,  for  example.  All  these  groups 
broaden  the  gift  of  cultural  variety 
in  our  community,  and  we  try  to 
highlight  them  each  year  when  we 
celebrate  our  feast  day." 

Among  the  many  ministries 
originating  with  St.  Michael,  Msgr. 
O'Connor  notes  the  strong  pro- 
life  efforts,  covering  "the  whole 
picture,  from  natural  conception 
to  natural  death."  He  praises 
the  outstanding  music  ministry. 
The  youth  program,  he  explains, 
has  made  a  special  and  success- 
ful effort  to  keep  young  people 
involved  in  Church  beyond  Con- 
firmation. St.  Michael  helps  sup- 
port a  sister  parish  in  Honduras: 
Parishioners  go  on  a  mission  there 
each  year  and  now  produce  an  an- 
nual DVD  of  their  activities  to  help 
raise  funds  for 
the  program. 

"Showing  our 
|  community 
pictures  of 
the  Third  World 
makes  us  realize 
how  much  we  have,  and 
what  Christ  is  calling  us  to 
do,"  Msgr.  O'Connor  says,  "and 
our  people  have  been  extraor- 
dinarily generous."  St.  Michael 
School  is  known  for  its  academic 
and  athletic  excellence  and  its 
emphasis  on  service. 

The  sheer  magnitude  of  the  St. 
Michael  community  and  its  diverse 
needs  challenge  its  members  to 
service.  As  Bishop  Gossman  said 
in  1988,  however,  "The  story  of  St. 
Michael  has  always  been  the  story 
of  a  laity's  willingness  to  assume 
responsibility." 


High  House 
Road.  By 
the  turn  of 

the  century,  the  parish  had  grown 
to  more  than  3500  families,  and 
its  religious  education  program 
served  more  than  1800  children. 
Working  with  St.  Andrew  Parish 
in  Apex,  St.  Michael  had  helped  to 
build  two  elementary  schools  (St. 
Michael  and  St.  Maty  Magdalene) 
in  southwest  Wake  County  to  serve 
families  from  three  parishes. 

In  2010,  St.  Michael  boasts 
nearly  6500  families,  celebrates 
eleven  Masses  every  weekend,  and 
is  raising  funds  for  an  addition  to 
its  school,  including  a  chapel,  a 
gym  and  additional  classrooms. 
Its  parishioners  are  active  in  more 


resource 


St.  Michael 
the  Archangel, 
Cary 

804 

High  House  Rd. 
Cary,  NC 
27513 

919.468.6100 
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Enjoy  golf  privileges  at  seven  premier  courses! 


Embrace  the  quiet  opulence  and  relaxed, 
comfortable  living  at  Pine  Knoll  with 
wonderful  services  and  ready  access  to  a 
rich  world  of  social,  cultural,  and 
recreational  opportunities.Whether  you 
prefer  a  Villa,  an  Overlook  apartment  or 
a  cottage,  take  a  closer  look  at  Pine  Knoll 
to  see  how  well  it  may  fit  your  lifestyle. 


The  Overlook  at  Pine  Knoll 


ST.  JOSEPH  of  the  PINES 

To  learn  more  about  continuing  care  retirement  living  in  Southern  Pines,  NC, 
call  910.246.1008  or  800.343.7463 


Imagine  the  epitome  of  gracious, 
carefree  retirement  living.  Belle  Meade 
invites  you  to  celebrate  fulfilling, 
activity-filled  days  inspired  by  our 
luxurious  environment,  attentive 
services  and  stimulating  leisure 
options.  You  may  have  heard  about  our 
wonderful  lifestyle-now  explore  the 
advantages  of  our  spacious  homes,  lavish 
clubhouse  and  rewarding  activities. 


Belle  Meade  Clubhouse 


Nationally 
Accredited 


St.  Joseph  of  the  Pines  is  the  leading  provider  of  senior  living  and  health  services  serving  the  Sandhills  region  since  li 

www.sjp.org 


"Cottage  living  makes 
our<&6//<#£^soar." 

Sally  and  Ken  Hughes,  Pennybyrn  cottage  residents  since  March,  2009. 


Too  young"  to  enjoy  the  Pennybyrn  retirement 
lifestyle?  Ken  Hughes,  69,  and  wife  Sally,  68, 
say  their  cottage  frees  them  to  enjoy  life  more. 
"Instead  of  doing  everyday  chores,  we  can  be  as 
active  as  we  choose,  enjoy  the  amenities,  and 
do  things  we  never  could,  like  walking  every 
morning  and  evening.  We  love  the  beautiful, 
mature  trees  and  gardens  in  our  cottage 
neighborhood.  And  we  love  the  spirit  here. . . 
the  Sisters  make  everyone  feel  welcome." 

You  too  can  enjoy  an  ideal  retirement.  Call 
(336)  821-4050  or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 


ptKIKlVBVKRl 

atMARYFIELD 


Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com  I  —  I 

109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260  ss&sas 
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For  the  late-si  diocesan  news  &  information  loSon  to  www.  dioceseof  raleish.  org 


^%  '  .Stewards  of  God's  Gifts 


1  Peter  4:10 

Thank  you  for  your  support  of  the  2010  Bishop's  Annual  Appeal. 

By  fulfilling  your  pledge  you  enable  Catholic  Charities  and  other 
essential  pastoral  ministries  of  the  Diocese  to  continue  to  reach  out  in 
service  and  compassion  in  these  challenging  economic  times. 

If  you  have  not  yet  made  a  pledge  you  may  still  do  so  at  your  Parish 
by  contacting  your  BAA  volunteers  or  the  Parish  office. 

If  you  have  a  balance  on  your  pledge,  you  should  be  receiving 
monthly  pledge  reminders  by  email  or  regular  mail  beginning  in  April. 


Generously  serve  one  another! 

Bishop's  Annual  Appeal 


For  more  information  contact  Michael  Pedley,  Director  of  Stewardship  and  Institutional  Advancement  -  Mike.Pedleywraldioc.org  -  91  9  821  9721 


n  A  please  recycle 


*   Spiritual    Fitness"         el    hispano    Catofico  Altar    Server  Mass 


Do  you  have  the  faith  Cuatro  catolicos  de  Carolina  del        Bishop  Burbidge  Celebrates 

of  Mary  Magdalen?  Norte  nos  hablan  de  fe,  esperanza  Mass  of  Appreciation 

Or  doubting  Thomas?  y  amor  en  medio  del  sufrimiento  for  Altar  Servers 


e  words  Jesi 
appearance 


addressed 


sus,  I  trust 
Faustina  tc 


Peace  be  with  you"  a 
the  disciples  in  His 
His  resurrection.  "IV 
Thomas  professed, 
words  the  Lord  instructed  Sc 
Divine  Mercy  image. 

When  Jesus  ad- 
dressed the  words 
"Peace  be  with  you"  to 
the  disciples,  they  were 
huddled  together  in 
fear,  doubt  and  anxiety. 
They  were  afraid  that 

the  fate  of  Jesus  might  be  theirs.  They  did  not  fully  understand  the  meaning  of  His 
suffering,  death  and  resurrection.  Yet,  when  the  Risen  Lord  appeared  to  them,  show- 
ing them  His  wounds  and  the  depth  of  His  love,  their  fear  changed  to  joy  and  their 
anxiety  to  the  peace  that  only  He  can  give. 


"Jesus,  I  Trust  in  You" 


In  many  ways,  we  are  like  the  disciples. 
There  are  many  factors  that  make  us  fearful 
and  anxious  as  we  walk  through  this  life. 
However,  in  the  midst  of  our  struggles, 
burdens  and  fears,  the  Lord  continues  to 
promise  that  we  can  find  peace.  But  there  is 
only  one  way  to  discover  that  peace:  in  and 
through  Him. 

Thus,  we  need  to  echo  the  words  of  Thomas 
and  repeat  daily,  "My 


beloved  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  the  Jubilee 
2000  to  be  celebrated  on  the  Second  Sunday 
of  Easter),  we  are  reminded  in  a  powerful  way 
that  in  and  through  Jesus  we  are  reconciled. 
When  He  appeared  to  Saint  Faustina,  He 
showed  the  depth  of  His  love  and  offered  the 
gift  of  mercy.  When  we  pray,  "Jesus,  I  trust 
in  you,"  the  words  Our  Lord  told  her  to  paint 
on  the  sacred  image,  we  acknowledge  God's 

great  love  for  us  even 


Lord  and  my  God." 
Such  a  profession 
reflects  our  profound 
belief  in  God's 
abiding  presence  in 
our  lives.  We  claim 
that  no  one  and 
nothing  will  ever  take 
priority  over  Him.  We 
depend  on  the  Lord 
to  lead,  to  guide  and 

to  sustain  us  at  every  moment  of  our  lives. 

There  are  many  reasons  we  fail  to 
experience  fully  the  Lord's  peace  in  our  lives. 
I  have  discovered  that  a  major  obstacle  for 
many  people  is  the  guilt  and  shame  they 
experience  in  light  of  their  sins  and  past 
failures.  This  is  a  burden  they  need  not  bear. 
God  is  always  ready  to  remove  all  guilt  and 
shame  from  our  lives  through  the  Sacrament 
of  Penance. 

On  Divine  Mercy  Sunday  (declared  by  our 


When  the  Risen  Lord  appeared 
to  them,  showing  them  His 
wounds  and  the  depth  of  His 
love,  their  fear  changed  to  joy 
and  their  anxiety  to  the  peace 
that  only  He  can  give. 


in  the  midst  of  our 
sins.  We  remember 
that  the  Sacrament 
of  Penance  is  not 
something  we 
celebrate  only  during 
Lent.  It  is  an  Easter 
gift,  a  gift  available  to 
us  every  day  of  our 
lives. 
Divine  Mercy 
Sunday  also  provides  a  special  invitation  and 
challenge.  We  are  to  forgive  one  another  as 
the  Lord  has  forgiven  us.  Although  this  may 
be  difficult  at  times,  the  amazing  grace  of  God 
provides  the  strength  we  need  to  be  reconciled 
to  one  another. 

I  encourage  you  to  pray  daily  for  the  grace 
to  profess  Jesus  as  your  Lord  and  God  and 
the  One  in  whom  you  place  all  of  your  trust. 
Then,  you  will  hear  anew  His  words:  "Peace 
be  with  you." 
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inside 

what  you'll  get 
out  of  this  issue 


Death  and  Resurrection  in  Haiti 


►►  Four  NC  Catholics  tell  of  faith,  hope  and  love  in  the  midst  of  suffering 


Bishop  Burbidge 
Celebrates  Mass 
of  Appreciation  for 
Altar  Servers 


►►  More  than  500  altar 
servers,  family  members  and 
friends  attended  a  second 
Mass  of  Appreciation  for  Altar 
Servers  celebrated  by  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Sunday,  March  7  at  St.  Gabriel 
Church  in  Greenville. 


from  the  Bishop 

2  "Jesus,  I  Trust  in  You" 

-  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 

since  you  asked ... 

8  Facing  Death  in  Solidarity  and  Hope 

-  Father  Tadcusz  Pacholczyk 

from  the  editor 

9  Who  We  Are,  Who  God  Is 

-  Rich  Reece 

saint  of  the  month 

1 0  St.  Peter  Louis  Mary  Chanel 

voices  in  our  church 

1 1  Three  Great  Days 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  Hadden 


Somos  Testigos  de  Cristo 

Resucitado  -  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


year  for  priests 

22  John  "Vic"  Gournas  to  Be 
Ordained  a  Priest  May  22 

22  Brendan  J.  Buckler  to  Be  Ordained 
a  Transitional  Deacon  June  5 

23  Did  you  Know:  This  month  Rev. 
Msgr.  Gerald  L.  Lewis,  St.  Paul 
Church,  New  Bern 

spiritual  fitness 

1 4  Do  you  have  the  faith  of  Mary 
Magdalen?  Or  doubting  Thomas? 

-  Sister  Ann  Shields 

parish  profile 

28  "Many  Parts  Work  Together  in 
Christ"  St.  Catherine  of  Siena, 
Tarboro  -  Rich  Reece 
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1Q  Querido  lector 
O  deNCC 
►►  Persistente  Estado 
de  Negation  en  la 
Profesion  Medica  y  su 
Costo  Real 

-  Padre  Tad  Pacholczyk 


■|  Q  Obispo 


Burbidge 
►►  "Jesus,  en  ti  conf  io" 

-  Obispo  Michael  F  Burbidge 


el  hispano 
mm\3  Catolico 
►►  Muerte  y 
Resurrection  en  Haiti' 

Cuatro  catolicos  de 
Carolina  del  Norte  nos 
hablan  de  fe,  esperanza 
y  amor  en  medio  del 
sufrimiento 


I       I  Vigil  of  the  Solemnity  of  Easter  |  Easter  Sunday  and  the  Resurrection  of  the  Lord  |  St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  priest  April  5  |  St.  John  Baptist  de  la  Salle,  priest  April  7 
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St  Gabriel  office/classroom  center  that  will  be  used  for  the  start-up 
of  the  John  Paul  II  High  School  in  Greenville. 


Catholic 
Church, 
and  the 
commit- 
ment of  the 
parents  of 
the  incom- 
ing fresh- 
man class, 
we  are  able 
to  expand 
Catholic 
secondary 
education 
into  Eastern 
North  Caro- 
lina. As  we 
continue 


n  March  8,  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  E  Burbidge  announced 
the  establishment  of  Pope  John 
Paul  II  Catholic  High  School,  to 
be  located  in  Greenville,  NC. 


The  school  is  scheduled 
to  open  August,  2010  with 
a  ninth  grade  class  of  25-30 
students.  The  school  will 
begin  at  St.  Gabriel  Catholic 
Church  in  Greenville,  utiliz- 
ing existing  classrooms  on  the 
campus.  A  grade  will  be  add- 
ed each  year  until  the  school 
reaches  the  9th- 12th  grade 
configuration.  Future  plans 
call  for  a  permanent  facility 
to  be  constructed  on  prop- 
erty adjacent  to  St.  Gabriel 
Catholic  Church  which  had 
previously  been  purchased  by 
the  Diocese  for  this  purpose. 

Building  upon  the  previ- 
ous efforts  of  the  faithful  in 
the  Greenville  area,  a  steer- 
ing committee  has  been 
working  on  this  initiative 
for  an  extended  period  of 
time.  Recently,  in  accordance 


with  Diocesan  guidelines, 
this  committee  met  with  the 
Diocesan  Finance  Coun- 
cil to  present  the  proposal 
and  plans  for  the  new  high 
school.  Following  its  review, 
the  Diocesan  Finance  Council 
gave  its  approval,  forwarding 
its  recommendation  to  Bishop 
Burbidge. 

"Creating  and  sustain- 
ing Catholic  schools  where 
students  can  have  the  oppor- 
tunity every  weekday  to  pray 
and  to  learn  about  their  Holy 
Catholic  Faith  is  a  priority  for 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,"  Bish- 
op Burbidge  said.  "Through 
the  dedicated  work  of  the 
Pope  John  Paul  II  Catholic 
High  School  Steering  Com- 
mittee, the  steadfast  support 
from  the  Pastors  at  St.  Gabriel 
Catholic  Church  and  St.  Peter 


with  the  planning  for  the 
opening  of  the  school  for  the 
2010-201 1  school  year,  I  ask 
that  you  continue  to  pray  for 
its  success  in  the  near  and  dis- 
tant future  and  may  God  bless 
this  important  initiative." 

Long  range  plans  call  for 
the  construction  of  a  four- 
year  college  preparatory 
school  to  accommodate  at 
least  400  students.  The  initial 
construction  phase  calls  for 
the  building  of  a  gymnasium 
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Land  on  the  St.  Gabriel  campus  tha 

of  the  new  sell  ^» 


within  the  first  three  years 
with  permanent  classroom 
facilities  to  follow.  Accredi- 
tation will  be  sought  from 
the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  School  in  the 
first  four  years  of  operation. 

The  high  school  will  be 
the  second  high  school 
operated  by  the  Diocese  in 
its  54  county  geographic 
region.  The  other  high 
school  is  Cardinal  Gibbons 
High  School,  which  cel- 
ebrated its  100th  anniver- 
sary last  year.  In  addition 
to  Cardinal  Gibbons,  which 
has  an  enrollment  of  1,185 
students,  the  Diocese  has 
22  elementary/middle 
schools  K-8  with  6,429 
students  enrolled,  and  an 
additional  1,347  children 
enrolled  in  nine  early  child- 
hood centers. 

fr>  Further  information 
may  be  obtained  via 

email  at  popejohnpaulhs® 
gmail.com  or  by  contact- 
ing Dr.  Thomas  Ruffolo  at 
252-917-4858.  Addi- 
tional Diocesan  information 
is  available  by  contacting 
Mr.  Frank  Morock,  Direc- 
tor of  Communication,  at 
morock@raldioc.org,  or  at 
919-821-9732. 


rhat  Used  for  the  planned  construction 
scfweral  years. 


Deaneries 
Weigh  In  on  Dioc- 
esan Pastoral  Plan 

On  February  1 8,  the 
deans  of  the  eight  deaneries 
of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh, 
along  with  their  lay  represen- 
tatives, presented  Bishop 
Michael  F.  Burbidge  with 
their  recommendations 
concerning  the  Diocesan 
Pastoral  Plan  for  the  next 
three  years.  The  purpose 
of  the  Pastoral  Plan  is  to 
examine  the  current  and  fu- 
ture needs  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh.  It  impacts  initiatives 
in  all  areas  of  ministry,  as  well 
as  stewardship  and  alloca- 
tion of  Diocesan  resources. 
The  Bishop  commissioned 
drafting  of  the  plan  in  2009, 
with  Dr.  Michael  Fedewa, 
Diocesan  Superintendent 
of  Catholic  Formation  and 
Education,  and  Ms.  Kathleen 
Walsh,  Executive  Director  of 
Catholic  Charities,  as  facilita- 
tors. More  than  425  people 
throughout  the  Diocese  have 
been  consulted  regarding  its 
contents,  including  the  Priests' 
Council,  the  Council  of 
Religious,  Pastoral  Adminis- 
trators, the  Diocesan  Central 
Administration  and  leadership 
from  all  eight  Deaneries. 


The  plan  begins  with 
a  four-point  Mission 
Statement: 

1 .  Celebrate  the  presence 
of  God  in  Word  and 
Sacrament. 

2.  Strengthen  the  unity  that  is 
ours  in  Christ  Jesus  in  and 
through  the  Eucharist. 

3.  Proclaim  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

4.  Respond  to  the  needs  of 
those  in  our  midst,  espe- 
cially the  poor,  through 
spiritual  and  corporal 
works  of  mercy. 

In  line  with  this  mission, 
the  plan  identifies  seven 
Diocesan  priorities: 

1 .  Promote  the  life  and  dig- 
nity of  the  human  person. 

2.  Focus  on  Faith  Forma- 
tion and  Sacramental 
Practice. 

3.  Recognize  the  growing 
cultural  diversity  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

4.  Promote  vocations  to 
the  priesthood  and  reli- 
gious life. 

5.  Implement  the  national 
pastoral  initiative  on 
marriage. 

6.  Practice  the  effective 
stewardship  of  resources. 

7.  Plan  for  the  effective 
management  of  growth  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 


"It's  essential,"  Bishop 
Burbidge  commented,  "to 
discern  by  planning  where 
and  how  we  can  make  our 
greatest  contribution  in  the 
evangelizing  mission  of  the 
Church.  In  this  context,  the 
parish  must  be  the  central 
focus  of  our  Diocesan 
outreach  and  ministry." 

Ms.  Walsh  observed 
that  the  full  participation 
of  the  Deaneries  and  the 
other  Diocesan  consul- 
tative bodies  "led  to  an 
increased  clarity  and  unity 
of  vision.  It  affirmed  where 
the  needs  are  greatest, 
and  shed  new  light  on 
ways  of  addressing  those 
needs." 

"Hopefully,"  Dr,  Fedewa 
said,  "this  plan  will  provide 
a  roadmap  for  the  future 
for  our  parishes  and  the 
Diocese." 

At  the  February  meeting, 
the  deanery  representa- 
tives communicated  their 
particular  concerns  and 
addressed  the  wording 
and  emphases  of  the  doc- 
ument in  progress.  All  data 
is  now  being  reviewed, 
and  a  final  draft  of  the 
Pastoral  Plan  is  expected 
to  be  ready  in  May  for  the 
Bishop's  approval. 


Mrs.  Donna  Frazelle 

Wins  Lewis  Teaching  Award 

On  March  5  the  Lewis  Award  Committee 
announced  Mrs.  Donna  Frazelle,  a  Science 
teacher  at  St.  Mark  Catholic  School  in  Wlming- 
ton,  as  the  winner  of  2009-201 0  Monsignor 
Gerald  Lawrence  Lewis  Award  for  Excellence 
in  Teaching. 

Mrs.  Frazelle  has  taught  6th,  7th  and  8th 
grades  at  St.  Mark's  for  five  years,  and  has  over 
1 0  years  of  teaching  experience.  Instrumental 
in  initiating,  organizing  and  facilitating  develop- 
ment of  the  6th  -  8th  grade  athletic  program 
at  St.  Mark,  Mrs.  Frazelle  has  coached  girls' 
volleyball,  coed  soccer  and  girls'  and  boys'  bas- 
ketball. Additionally  she  organized  and  planned 


(Left  to  right)  Mrs.  Donna  Frazelle,  Lewis  Award 
Winner;  Fr.  Steve  Carlson,  Pastor  of  St.  Mark;  Mrs. 
Peggy  DiFulvio,  Principal. 


the  annual  St.  Mark's  Science  Fair.  Through 
her  efforts,  St.  Mark  has  been  initiated  into  the 
Southeastern  Middle  School  League.  Mrs. 
Frazelle  lives  in  Wlmington,  NC. 

Mrs.  Frazelle  was  one  of  three  finalists  for 
the  Award  selected  by  the  Award  Committee  in 
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Rite  of  Election 
Celebrations  Held  in  Diocese 


■  The  Rite  of  Christian  Initiation  was 
celebrated  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh, 
Sunday,  February  2 1 ,  with  liturgical 
services  held  in  the  eight  deaneries.  This 
year,  more  than  350  Elect  (formerly  Cat- 
echumens) will  receive  the  Sacraments  of 
Initiation  during  the  Easter  Vigil  in  their 
parishes.  The  Sacraments  are  Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Confirmation.  In  addition, 
more  than  500  Candidates,  baptized  in 
other  Christian  traditions,  will  receive 
full  Communion  with  the  Church 
through  the  Sacraments  of  Eucharist  and 
Confirmation 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge 
presided  at  two  of  the  ceremonies;  the 
Raleigh  Deanery  Rite  held  at  St.  Andrew 
the  Apostle  Church  in  Apex  and  the  Fay- 
etteville  Deanery  Rite  held  at  St.  Patrick 
Church  in  Fayetteville.  The  six  other 
services,  presided  over  by  the  respective 
Deans,  were  held  at  Holy  Family  Church 
in  Elizabeth  City,  St  .Mary  Church  in 
Wilmington,  St.  Paul  Church  in  New 
Bern,  St.  Mary  Church  in  Goldsboro, 
Blessed  Sacrament  Church  in  Burlington 
and  St.  Peter  Church  in  Greenville. 

The  RCIA  celebration  includes  The 
Rite  of  Election  and  The  Call  to  Continu- 


ing Conversion. 
The  Rite  of  Elec- 
tion is  a  celebra- 
tion of  our  being 
CHOSEN  by  God. 
In  the  ceremony, 
the  Bishop  or  his 
designate  -  the 
Dean  of  each 
Deanery  -  stands 
before  the  local 
Church  and 
acknowledges 
through  the  public 
prayer  of  the  Church  that  Gods  call  has 
been  addressed  to  these  Catechumens 
and  Candidates  for  Full  Communion  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Just  as  the 
Elect  and  Candidates  must  respond  to 
this  call,  so  also  must  the  local  Church, 
through  Her  Bishop,  Priests,  Deacons, 
Religious,  Catechists,  Godparents,  and 
Sponsors  give  testimony  and  affirmation 
of  Our  Lords  call  in  Christ. 

Following  the  Rite  of  Acceptance, 
those  who  had  been  called  "Catechu- 
mens" are  declared  "Elect"  by  the  Bishop 
or  the  Dean  of  the  Deanery.  In  being  so 
declared,  the  Elect  enter  into  a  stage  in 
their  journey  of  conversion:  the  Period 
of  Purification  and  Enlightenment. 
Similarly,  those  who  are  Candidates  for 


Full  Communion  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  also  enter  into  the  Period  of 
Purification  and  Enlightenment.  In  their 
preparation  to  receive  the  Holy  Eucha- 
rist and  Confirmation,  the  Candidates 
remind  us  to  be  ever  mindful  of  how 
we  are  to  hunger  for  Our  Lords  Real 
Presence  in  the  Eucharist  and  to  utilize 
the  Gifts  and  Fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit  we 
have  received  through  the  grace  of  the 
Sacrament  of  Confirmation. 

Calling  it  a  "blessed  and  joyful  day  in 
the  life  of  our  holy  Catholic  Church  and 
our  Diocese,"  Bishop  Burbidge  told  the 
Catechumens  and  Candidates,  "You  are  a 
source  of  inspiration.  You  remind  all  of  us 
baptized  and  confirmed  in  Christ  of  the 
need  for  ongoing  conversion." 


Members  of  the  Elect 


The  following  are  those  people 
who  will  come  into  the  Catholic 
Church  through  the  Sacraments 
of  Baptism,  Confirmation  and 
Eucharist  at  the  Easter  Vigil,  and 
whose  names  were  available  to 
NCC  at  press  time: 

Albemarle  Deanery 

Holy  Family,  Elizabeth  City 
Bridgett  L.  Barr 
Ronald  W.  Smith 

St.  Anne,  Edenton 
Sarah  Harris 

Cape  Fear  Deanery 

St.  Mary,  Wilmington 
Fulvio  Gutierrez  Aguilar 
Miguel  Eugene  Ramirez 
Esmeralda  Ramirez  Rojas 
Edith  Ramirez  Rojas 
Lindsey  Anahi  Ramirez-Jarquin 


Daisy  Jasmine  Ramirez-Jarquin 

Gregorio  Ortiz 

Asia  Williams 

Leticia  Rojas 

Dante  Williams 

St.  Mark,  Wilmington 

Zacarias  Rojas 

Juan  Carlos  Anguisaca 

Ana  Karina  Villegas 

St.  Stephen,  Sanford 

Margaret  Jo  Diepenbrock 

Richard  Barker 

Cara  Nichole  Insco 

Good  Shepherd,  Hope  Mills 

Angela  Ceron 

Earl  Locklear 

Brandi  Gee 

Kimberly  Guevara 

Alexander  Diano  Neil 

John  Michael  Hurley 

Sarah  Polka 

St.  Michael,  Fort  Bragg 

Jessica  Lagunas 

Landon  Rios 

Norman  Harvey 

Lizabeth  Lagunas 

Leticia  Hernandez  Salazar 

Donna  Salinas 

Cristian  Machado 

William  Salazar 

Derek  Walters 

Estrella  Pineda 

James  Weaver 

Maria  del  Carmen  Pineda 

St.  Andrew,  Red  Springs 

Randall  Johnson 

Sacred  Heart,  Southport 

Solis  Brqan,  Jr. 

Harry  Zimmerman 

Chris  Funk 

Solis  Britany  Melisa 

Coto  Marcial  Tadeo 

St.  Patrick.  Fayetteville 

St.  Stanislaus.  Castle  Hayne 

Earl  Brewer 

Julia  Diane  Vosnock 

St.  Anthony  of  Padua, 

Elijah  Campanile 

Southern  Pines 

Isabelle  Campanile 

Fayetteville  Deanery 

Emily  Conway 

Mariane  Fultz 

Rachel  lee  Rodgers 

Jeremy  Johnson 

St.  Francis  de  Sales,  Fayetteville 

Denise  Long  Tomczewski 

Kevin  Johnson 

Jose  Alberto  Hernandez 

Rachel  Johnson 

Carlos  Lopez 

Sacred  Heart,  Pinehurst 

Crystal  Macias 

Imex  Zaddiel  Lozano 

Alex  Blake 

Sean  Matuszewski 

Gregorio  Marcelino 

Jenan  Eichinger 

Meghan  Morin 
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New  Bern  Deanery 

St.  Paul,  New  Bern 
Jason  Gordan 
Keila  Thompson 

Annunciation, 
Havelock 
Denise  Horvath 

Infant  of  Prague, 
Jacksonville 
Carlos  G.  DeJesus 
Natasha  M.  Devine 
Patrick  J.  Lee 
Jeremy  R.  Moulton 
Vincent  G.  Oliveira 

Mary,  Mother  of  Mercy. 

Washington 

Rob  Jenner 

Al  Pridgen 

Diana  Rivera 

Sandra  Rivera 

Newton  Grove  Deanery 

St.  Ann.  Clayton 

Kivin  Roberto  Callejas  Bautista 

Fabiola  Olivares-Beltran 

Erika  Jimenez 

Alejandra  Moreno 

Melissa  Marie  Moskauski 

Vanessa  Powell 

Brandy  Rivera 

Katheryn  Robles 

Ivan  Torres 

Andrew  Olquin-Vazquez 
Nestor  Olquin  Vazquez 

Immaculate  Conception. 
Clinton 
Jose  Arteaga 
Nathan  Bustamante 
Alany  Martinez 
Israel  Solorzano 
Jerzain  Solorzano 
Vanessa  Solorzano 

St.  Mary, 
Goldsboro 
Kimberly  Fisher 

Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe, 
Newton  Grove 
Juan  Velasquez  Bautista 
Kassandra  Bautista 
Martin  Velasquez  Bautista 
Vanessa  Velasquez  Bautista 
Valerie  Blanco 
Nicolas  Favila  Fraire 
llda  Villegas  Gurrola 
Martin  Villegas  Gurrola 
Romario  Bautista  Morales 

St.  Mary,  Mount  Olive 
Robert  Arthur  Hasty 


Piedmont  Deanery 

Blessed  Sacrament,  Burlington 

Dorian  Debord 

Michael  Dunning 

Holly  Johnson  Groh 

Barbara  Malone 

John  Massey 

Emma  Nadolski 

Blaine  Roach 

Daniel  Siletsky 

Karen  Sparks 

Sheila  Teasley 

St.  Julia,  Siler  City 
Nelson  Gomez 
Andrew  Hunter 
Whitney  Hunter 
Alexander  de  Santiago 

St.  Thomas  More,  Chapel  Hill 
Anthony  Hartline 
Frank  Simpson 
Karri  Tireman 

Immaculate  Conception. 
Durham 

Lincy  Victoria  Gonzalez 
Calderon 
Richard  Campbell 
Jennifer  Carter 
James  Hunsuckle 
Kathryn  Lewis 
Christian  Flores  Ponce 
Chris  Puryear 
Carlos  Jiovanni  Sandoval 
Steven  Storch 

Raleigh  Deanery 

St.  Luke  the  Evangelist- 
Raleigh 
Donald  Reece 

St.  Mary  Magdalene. 
Apex 

Wendy  Carmen 
Will  Carmen 

St.  Raphael 
the  Archangel.  Raleigh 
Geoffrey  Bayo 
Francisco  Javier  Castillo 
Donald  Matthew  Littleton 
Gregorio  Rodriquez 

Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary, 

Louisburg 

Kris  Franks 

Layne  Steven  Franks 

Betty  Jean  Ramirez 

St.  Mary,  Garner 
Jared  Scott  Drew 
Emily  Phipps  Herndon 
Matthew  Stephen  Koudrath 
Jeffrey  Raymond  Mellen 


St.  Francis  of  Assisi.  Raleigh 

Billie  Sue  Anderson 

Benjamin  Barker 

David  Ashley  Cooper 

Ruth  Haldi 

Darryl  McGraw 

Jennifer  Paras 

Elika  Roybal 

Terence  Smetanka 

Tulamattie  Toolsie 

Mark  Walvoord 

Erem  Ujah 

Heiglan  Ujah 

Naenns  Ujah 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes.  Raleigh 
Christopher  Gavin 

St.  Catherine  of  Sienna- 
Wake  Forest 
Shelly  Coburn 
James  Davis 
Belen  Estrada 
Use  Estrada 
William  Joel  Monath 

St.  Bernadette,  Fuquay-Varina 

Jeff  Bertonica 

Missy  Bertonica 

Joshua  Evans 

Stacy  Gonzalez 

Collen  Gray 

Jennifer  Grumbach 

Jeremy  Johnson 

Laurie  Lilley 

Emily  Mable 

Lisa  Padfield 

Lisa  Plante 

Karen  Ouinterro 

Kendra  Rocha 

Carlos  Rocha 

Francis  Ruiz 

Robin  Smith 

Heather  Tierney 

Wilbur  Wright 

St.  Eugene,  Wendell 
Tyler  Adams 

Yackelyn  Calderon  Amaya 

Gabriel  Brito 

Yovani  Figueroa  Enriquez 

Justin  Erwin 

Julian  Garcia 

Joshua  Hatley 

John  Hernandez 

Tyler  Jantzi 

Alexander  Ramirez 

St.  Andrew  the  Apostle.  Apex 

Endora  deHostas 

Denise  Lush 

Kenneth  MacDonald 

Abby  Milz 

Sidney  Marie  Smith 

Isaiah  Williams 

Naomi  Williams 

Samantha  Wozniak 


St.  Michael 
the  Archangel,  Cary 
Eder  Abel  Herrera  Aburto 
Edwin  Abdiel  Herrera  Aburto 
Daisey  Perez  Arreola 
Daniel  Perez  Arreola 
Kim  Boua 
Mea  Boua 
Michael  Boua 

Daniela  Nicole  Catalan  Boxtha 

Meybel  Roxana  Castillo 

Maria  Castro 

Mary  Beth  Clarneau 

Eric  Ortega  Escamilla 

Emma  Ewing 

Osiel  Radilla  Garcia 

William  Henriquezques 

Teresa  de  Jesus  Martinez 

Hernandez 

Hannah  Ibrahim 

Jamie  Karubas 

Edward  Koh 

Lauren  Lewis 

Brian  Lin 

Mike  Ngo 

Christian  Luis  Paez 

Terry  Pavap 

Ama  Maria  Quirino 

Daniel  Enrique  Reyes 

Lee  Tooker 

Esai  Williams 

Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral 
John  Abplanalp 
Scott  Bloomer 
Amanda  Cottle 
Lyndsey  Hankins 
Taylor  Marks 
Patricia  Meardon 
Justine  Neiderhiser 
Ashley  Vernon 
Laura  Wasco 

Tar  River  Deanery 

St.  Peter.  Greenville 
Gabriel  Benjamin  Brown 
Jonathan  Matthew  Crocker 
Christian  Michael  Erickson 
Ean  Wade  Erickson 
Kelly  Martin  Hurdle 
Tracey  Renee  Parrish 
Alpha  Cristien  Pollock 
Jacob  Blake  Stuart 
Matthew  Steve  Uhas 
Matthew  Owen  Wacker 
Robert  Owen  Wacker 
Blake  Forrest  Wiggs 

St.  Therese,  Wilson 
Kelly  Cockrell  DuSablon 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena. 
Tarboro 

Susanna  Contreras  Blanco 
Nicolas  Garcia  Moreno 


St.  Louis  Mary  de  Montfort,  priest  |  St.  Catherine  of  Siena,  virgin  and  doctor  of  the  church  April  29  |  St.  Pius  V,  pope  April  30 


Dear  NCC: 

Facing  Death  in  Solidarity  and  Hope 


«_i  HT  hen  I  make  prese mat  ions  on  end-of-life  cle- 

#m    /  cision  making,  I  sometimes  have  audience 
m/  M#     members  approach  me  alt erwards  with  com- 
ments like,  "You  know,  Father,  when  my 
mom  died  6  years  ago,  and  I  look  back  on  it,  I'm  not  sure  my 
brothers  and  I  made  the  right  decisions  about  her  care."  Re- 
marks like  these  serve  to  remind  us  how  the  circumstances 
surrounding  death  are  important  not  only  for  the  person  who 
passes  on  but  also  for  those  who  remain  behind. 


A  "good  death"  generally  involves  the  confluence 
of  many  elements  and  events:  dying  surrounded 
by  our  loved  ones,  preferably  in  surroundings  like 
a  home  or  hospice  setting;  receiving  proper  pain 
management;  making  use  of  reasonable  medical 
treatments  (and  avoiding  unduly  burdensome 
treatments);  making  peace  with  family  and  friends; 
making  peace  with  God  (and  receiving  the  last 
sacraments);  and  uniting  ourselves  with  Christ  in 
his  hour  of  suffering. 

As  we  take  care  of  those  who  are  sick  and  suffer- 
ing, we  face  the  dual  challenge  of  making  ethi- 
cal treatment  decisions  for  them  and  ensuring  a 
supportive  and  humanly  enriching  environment  as 
they  approach  their  last  days  and  hours. 

By  providing  a  supportive  and  nurturing  envi- 
ronment for  those  who  are  dying,  we  aid  them  in 
powerful  ways  to  overcome  their  sense  of  isolation. 
Sister  Diana  Bader,  O.P.  has  perceptively  described 
this  modern  health  care  challenge: 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the  di- 
rector of  education  at 
the  National  Catholic 
Bioethics  Center  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
(www.ncbcenter.org) 


►►  "In  the  past,  death  was  a  community  event. 
Those  closest  to  the  patient  ministered  in  a 
variety  of  ways:  watching  and  praying  with 
the  patient,  listening  and  talking,  laughing  and 
weeping.  In  solidarity,  a  close  community  bore 
the  painful  experience  together.  Today,  because 
of  the  medicalization  of  the  healthcare  setting, 
death  is  more  often  regarded  as  a  failure  of  medi- 
cal science.  The  dying  find  themselves  isolated 
from  human  warmth  and  compassion  in  institu- 
tions, cut  off  from  access  to  human  presence  by 
technology  which  dominates  the  institutional 
setting  in  which  most  details  occur." 


Fostering  a  humanly  enrich- 
ing environment  for  those  facing 
death  often  means  giving  explicit 
attention  to  human  presence 
and  human  contact,  even  in  the 
midst  of  a  plethora  of  technology 
that  may  surround  a  patient. 

For  example,  thanks  to  the 
remarkable  development  of 
feeding  tubes,  it  has  become  a 
relatively  simple  matter  to  nour- 
ish and  hydrate  someone  who  is 
having  trouble  swallowing.  Such 
a  tube,  particularly  when  inserted  directly  into  the 
stomach,  is  a  highly  effective  means  of  providing 
nutrition  and  hydration  in  various  institutional 
settings.  But  the  ease  of  injecting  food  and  liquids 
through  a  so-called  PEG  tube  into  the  stomach 
means  that  medical  staff  can  quickly  and  efficiently 
move  on  to  the  next  patient  after  a  feeding,  per- 
haps neglecting  to  meet  the  very  real  human  need 
for  companionship.  Staff  members  may  prefer 
the  efficiency  that  such  a  tube  affords,  but  human 
contact  may  be  diminished  in  the  process. 

If  a  patient  is  still  able  to  take  small  amounts 
of  food  orally,  it  may  be  preferable  to  feed  him 
or  her  by  hand,  rather  than  relying  on  a  feeding 
tube.  The  rich  human  contact  that  occurs  when- 
ever one  person  devotes  time,  energy  and  love  to 
hand-feed  another  should  not  become  a  casualty 
to  our  efforts  to  streamline  medicine  or  to  save 
money.  This  focused  effort  on  our  part  to  be 
present  to  those  who  are  dying  maintains  human 
solidarity  with  them,  it  affirms  their  dignity  as 
persons,  it  manifests  benevolence  towards  them, 
and  it  maintains  the  bond  of  human  communica- 
tion with  them.  It  also  goes  a  long  way  towards 
helping  to  overcome  their  sense  of  loneliness  and 
their  fear  of  abandonment. 

When  we  show  compassion  towards  others 
in  their  suffering,  we  do  far  more  than  express  a 
detached  pity  towards  them.  Rather,  we  manifest  a 
willingness  to  enter  into  their  situation.  The  word 
compassion  (from  Latin  and  French  roots:  com  - 
"with"  +  pati  -  "to  suffer")  means,  "to  suffer  with," 
to  suffer  alongside,  to  participate  in  suffering.  Pope 
Benedict  XVI  perhaps  stated  the  importance  of 
compassion  most  directly  in  2007  when  he  wrote, 


Send  your  questions  to:  "Since  you  asked    715  Nazareth  St,  Raleigh,  NC  27606,  or.  reece@raldioc.org. 
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from    the  editor 


Who  We  Are, 

Who  God  Is 


Church  to  Observe 
Divine  Mercy  Sunday 

►►  On  the  second  Sunday  of 
Easter,  April  1  1  th,  the  Church 
observes  Divine  Mercy  Sunday. 
The  feast  originated  with  the  de- 
votion to  Divine  Mercy  promoted 
by  St.  Faustina  Kowalska,  a 
Polish  nun,  visionary  and  mystic 
who  recorded  conversations  with  Jesus  in  her  diary. 
St.  Faustina  died  in  1 938  and  was  canonized  by 
Pope  John  Paul  II  in  2000. 

One  entry  in  the  saint's  diary  states  Jesus'  promise 
that  anyone  who  participates  in  the  Mass  and  receives 
the  sacraments  of  Penance  and  Eucharist  on  this  day 
is  assured  of  full  remission  of  sins.  In  2002  the  Holy 
Father  instituted  a  plenary  indulgence  for  those  who 
participate  in  the  devotion. 

To  receive  the  graces  of  the  plenary  indulgence  on 
Divine  Mercy  Sunday,  the  message  of  Christ  requests 
that  the  faithful  prepare  in  the  following  ways: 

•  Receive  the  Sacrament  of  Reconciliation  with  true 
repentance  on  or  before  Divine  Mercy; 

•  On  Divine  Mercy  Sunday,  receive  a  worthy  Com- 
munion and  venerate  the  image  of  Divine  Mercy; 

•  The  faithful  also  are  strongly  encouraged  to  pray 
the  novena  of  Divine  Mercy,  which  begins  on 
Good  Friday,  and  ends  the  Saturday  before 
Divine  Mercy  Sunday;  pray  the  Divine 
Mercy  chaplet;  and  be  merciful  toward  oth- 
ers through  words,  actions  and  prayers. 
Priests  also  have  been  asked  to  preach 
about  mercy  on  Divine  Mercy  Sunday. 


"A  society  unable  to  accept  its  suffer- 
ing members  and  incapable  of  helping 
to  share  their  suffering  and  to  bear  it 
inwardly  through  "com-passion"  is  a  cruel 
and  inhuman  society.  . . .  Indeed,  to  accept 
the  "other"  who  suffers,  means  that  I  take  up 
his  suffering  in  such  a  way  that  it  becomes 
mine  also.  . . .  The  Latin  word  con-solatio, 
"consolation",  expresses  this  beautifully.  It 
suggests  being  with  the  other  in  his  solitude, 
so  that  it  ceases  to  be  solitude." 

We  suffer  alongside  our  loved  ones,  aware 
of  the  abiding  inner  truth  that  a  part  of  our- 
selves suffers  and  dies  whenever  another  who 
is  near  to  us  suffers  and  dies.  Our  communion 
with  them  in  our  shared  humanity,  and  our 
dedicated  solidarity  in  suffering  invariably 
leads  us,  and  those  who  pass  on  ahead  of 
us,  to  share  in  the  mysterious  and  enduring 
graces  of  a  good  death. 


he  time  between  death  and  resurrection 
is  usually  more  than  three  days.  I'm  talk- 
ing about  the  deaths  and  resurrections  that 
occur  in  our  lives,  the  times  we  fall  into  be- 
havior that  ignores  God  and  the  times  when  we  return 
to  Him  and  sincerely  ask  His  forgiveness.  Sometimes 
years  may  pass  between  these  events;  sometimes, 
sadly,  the  return  never  happens.  Or  maybe  it  happens, 
but  God  is  the  only  witness. 


We  can  all  tell  stories  about  these  deaths  and  resurrections  in  our  own 
lives  and  in  the  lives  of  those  we  love.  Times  of  bitterness  or  addiction  or 
selfishness  or  hopelessness  that  consume  us,  making  us  forget 
who  we  are  —  beloved  children  created  in  Gods  image  —  and 
who  God  is,  the  Father  whose  love  and  welcome  are  never 
worn  out,  no  matter  how  long  we  are  away. 
In  the  seasons  of  Lent  and  Easter,  the  Church  encourages  us, 
by  commemorating  Christ's  example,  to  remember:  in  Lent, 
to  remember  who  we  are;  at  Easter,  to  remember  and 
rejoice  in  who  God  is. 

In  our  cover  story  this  month,  four  doctors  share 
what  they  saw  on  their  relief  mission  to  Haiti  following 
Januarys  earthquake.  Something  that  struck  all  of  them 
was  the  poverty  of  that  nation,  aside  from  the  disaster. 
No  one  who  views  the  history  of  Haiti  or  its  economic 
situation  would  predict  any  dramatic  "resurrection" 
from  its  peoples  suffering  at  any  time  in  the  future.  Yet 
the  people  seem  never  to  have  forgotten  who  they  are, 
and  who  God  is.  And  that  faith  allows  them  to  sing 
praise  to  Him  in  the  midst  of  disaster. 
A  historical  note:  NC  Catholics  began  publication  five 
years  ago.  Also  five  years  ago,  on  April  2,  the  Pope  some 
call  John  Paul  the  Great  spoke  his  last  words:  "Let  me 
go  to  the  house  of  the  Father."  I  was  reminded  of  him 
while  reading  Evening  Prayer  on  February  22,  the  Feast  of 
the  Chair  of  Peter.  When  I  got  to  the  second  antiphon,  "Peter  was 
kept  in  prison,  and  the  Church  prayed  unceasingly  to  God  for 
him,"  I  recalled  the  Holy  Fathers  last  years,  and  especially  his  last 
weeks,  when  he  was  imprisoned  in  a  failing  body  and  Catholics 
around  the  world  offered  prayers  for  him.  In  his  long,  public 
battle  with  illness,  he  was  an  amazing  example  of  the  suffering  and 
redemption  we  celebrate  during  Holy  Week  and  Easter. 

Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind 
suggestions.  You  can  reach  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 


saint    of    the  month 


St.  Peter  Louis 
Mary  Chanel 


Pedro  Luis  Maria  Chanel 


Feast  day:  April  28 

Patron  saint  of:  Oceania  and  World  Youth  Day 

Canonized:  June  1 2, 1 954 

Meaning  of  name:  Peter,  meaning  "rock" 

Claim  to  fame:  St.  Peter  Louis  Mary  Chanel  was  born  on 
July  1  2,  1  803,  into  a  peasant  family.  St.  Peter  received  a  good 
education  and  was  ordained  into  the  priesthood  in  1  827.  In  his 
first  three  years  of  priesthood,  St.  Peter  reconstructed  what  was 
a  dilapidated  parish  in  Crozet.  Longing  for  missionary  work,  St. 
Peter  joined  the  Society  of  Mary  in  1  83 1 
but  was  ordered  to  teach  in  a  seminary  in 
Belley.  In  1 836,  St.  Peter  became  the  head 
of  a  small  missionary  group  that  traveled 
to  the  Island  of  Futuna  to  evangelize  to  the 
inhabitants.  King  Niluliki  became  jealous 
of  St.  Peter  and  feared  that  the  conversion 
to  Christianity  would  ruin  his  reigning 
plans.  When  King  Niluliki's  son  asked  to  be 
baptized,  the  king  ordered  the  capture  and 
death  of  St.  Peter  Chanel.  Within  two  years 
of  his  death,  the  entire  island  converted  to 
Catholicism.  St.  Peter  was  the  first  martyr 
from  Oceania. 

Why  he  is  a  saint:  St.  Peter's  death 
was  the  key  for  the  conversion  of  the  Island  of  Futuna.  To  this 
day,  Futuna  is  still  practicing  the  Catholic  faith. 

How  he  died:  At  the  age  of  37,  St.  Peter  Chanel  died  by 
being  beaten  with  a  club.  King  Niluliki  ordered  his  death  after 
his  son  announced  his  conversion  to  Catholicism.  After  the 
king's  warriors  beat  St.  Peter  on  the  Fortuna  Island,  his  body 
was  chopped  into  pieces  with  hatchets. 
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Dia  de  fiesta:  28  de  abril 

Santo  Patrono:  De  Oceania  y  del  Dia  Mundial 

de  la  Juventud 

Canonizacion:  12  de  junio  de  1954 
Significado  del  nombre:  Pedro,  significa  "roca" 

Motivo  de  su  fama:  Pedro  Luis  Maria  Chanel  nacio 
el  1  2  de  julio  de  1  803  dentro  de  una  familia  campesina; 
recibio  una  buena  educacion  y  se  ordeno  como  sacerdote  en 
1827.  Durante  los  tres  primeros  anos  de  sacerdocio,  Pedro 
reconstruyo  lo  que  era  una  desmantelada  parroquia 
en  Crozet.  En  su  anhelo  por  el  trabajo  misionario, 
Pedro  se  unio  a  la  Sociedad  de  Maria  en  1 831 ,  pero 
se  le  ordeno  ensenar  en  un  seminario  en  Belley  En 
1  836,  Pedro  se  convirtio  en  el  lider  de  un  pequeno 
grupo  misionario  que  viajo  a  la  Isla  de  Futuna  para 
evangelizar  a  los  habitantes.  El  Rey  Niluliki  se  encelo 
de  Pedro  y  temia  que  la  conversion  al  cristianismo 
arruinara  sus  planes  de  reinado.  Cuando  el  hijo 
del  Rey  Niluliki  pidio  ser  bautizado,  el  rey  ordeno  la 
captura  y  muerte  de  Pedro  Chanel.  A  los  dos  anos 
de  su  muerte,  toda  la  isla  se  convirtio  al  catolicismo. 
Pedro  fue  el  primer  martir  de  Oceania. 

Por  que  es  un  santo:  La  muerte  de  San  Pedro 
fue  la  ve  para  la  conversion  de  la  Isla  de  Futuna  y  a  la 
fecha,  Futuna  sigue  practicando  la  fe  catolica. 

Su  muerte:  A  la  edad  de  37  anos,  San  Pedro  Chanel 
murio  al  ser  golpeado  por  un  garrote.  El  Rey  Niluliki  ordeno 
su  muerte  despues  de  que  su  hijo  anuncio  su  conversion  al 
catolicismo.  Despues  de  que  los  guerreros  del  rey  golpearon 
a  San  Pedro  en  la  Isla  de  Fortuna,  su  cuerpo  fue  cortado  en 
pedazos  con  hachas. 


CRS  Accepts  Donations 
to  Aid  Chile 

►►  The  Catholic  Church  in  Chile  is 
coordinating  aid  to  victims  in  the  wake 
of  the  magnitude  8.8  earthquake  that 
rocked  the  country  on  February  27.  More 
than  700  people  lost  their  lives  and  thou- 
sands of  others  lost  all  their  possessions. 

Catholic  Relief  Services  is  accept- 
ing donations  to  help  those  affected 
by  the  powerful  quake,  working  with 
Caritas  Chile,  the  social  service  arm 
of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  country. 


The  Caritas  agency  is  providing  food 
and  other  emergency  assistance  to 
the  impacted  areas,  many  of  them  in 
rural  part  of  the  country.  Caritas  Chile 
Director  Lorenzo  Figueroa  tells  CRS 
the  depth  of  the  catastrophe  will  require 
the  support  of  Caritas  members  in  Latin 
America  and  worldwide. 

Father  Waldo  Alfaro,  head  of  the  Cari- 
tas Chile  office  in  Linares,  told  Catholic 
News  Service,  "The  entire  coast  was 
hard-hit  but  this  is  an  area  where  the 
poorest  rural  residents  live."  While  many 
of  the  houses  and  buildings  in  the  major 


cities  in  recent  decades  were  built  to 
sustain  earthquakes,  Chileans  living  in 
poor  rural  areas  reside  in  adobe  houses 
that  collapsed.  Some  three  dozen 
churches  and  chapels  in  the  Linares 
Diocese  alone  were  damaged  or  de- 
stroyed, along  with  two  orphanages. 

►>  If  you  would  like  to  donate  to 
help  with  the  emergency  relief 
and  long-term  recovery  efforts  in 
Chile,  contributions  are  being  securely 
accepted  online  at  http://crs.org/chile/ 
maule-quake.cfm. 


Voices     in     our  Church 


pastor's  perspective 


la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


Three  Great  Days 


Without  a  doubt,  three  of 
the  most  important  days 
in  a  Catholic's  life  are  the 
days  of  his  or  her  Bap- 
tism, first  Holy  Communion  and  Confir- 
mation. I  wonder  how  many  Catholics 
know  the  dates  of  these  three  days,  and 
the  names  of  the  priests  and  Bishop  who 
administered  these  sacraments. 

In  my  home  I  have  a  table  on  which  there  are  pictures 
of  my  mother,  Clarice  Mallette  Hadden,  and  my  father, 
Thomas  Gary  Hadden.  Also  on  that  table  is  a  book  entitled 
My  First  Holy  Communion.  This  was  given  to  me  by  Sister 
Marinus,  I.H.M.,  my  eighth  grade  teacher.  It  is  dated  May 
8,  1942.  Also  in  the  book  is  the  notation,  "Confirmed  June 
13,  1943,  by  Bishop  McGuinness."  All  this  took  place  at 
St.  Monica  Church. 

My  Baptism  had  been  celebrated  at  the  Mass  on  Holy 
Saturday,  April  4  of  1942.  Father  Edward  Clancy,  O.P., 
was  the  celebrant  and  the  priest  who  would  give  me  my 
First  Communion.  My  mother  died  and  was  buried  in 
the  same  week. 
Three  of  the  most  important  days  in  the  life  of  the 

Catholic  Church  occur  during  Holy  Week: 
the  Sacred  Triduum  of  Holy  Thursday, 
Good  Friday  and  Holy  Saturday.  These  days 
bring  together  the  events  in  the  life  of  Jesus 
that  won  our  salvation.  I  especially  came 
to  understand  the  great  significance  of  these 
days  during  my  years  in  the  seminary  with 
the  Benedictine  monks  when  I  was  a 
seminarian  at  St.Meinrad  College  in 
St.Meinrad,  Ind. 

Later,  as  a  student  in  Rome,  on  the 
afternoons  of  Holy  Week,  I  would 
make  a  pilgrimage  with  my  buddies 
to  the  ancient  Roman  churches  to  pray. 
These  excursions  added  to  my  great  love 
of  Holy  Week. 

As  a  pastor  I  thoroughly  enjoyed 
these  Three  Great  Days  and  the  sym- 
bols, rituals  and  liturgies  that  draw  us 
into  the  mystery  of  our  salvation.  Even 
now  this  Sacred  Triduum  is  for  me  a 
joy  and  a  grace. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden 


Somos  Testigos 

de  Cristo  Resucitado 


ivimos  la  cuaresma  como  el  camino 
de  la  conversion  y  la  penitencia  para 
poder  encontrarnos  con  el  amor  de 
Dios  a  traves  de  su  propio  Hijo. 


Ahora,  como  testigos  de  la  resurreccion  estamos  invitados  a 
proclamar  al  mundo: 

que  Jesus  no  esta  muerto,  sino  que  ha  resucitado.  Proclamamos 
que  se  le  ha  aparecido  a  los  suyos  y  lo  vemos  en  la  Sagrada 
Eucaristia.  Lo  anunciamos  a  los  que  han  perdido  la  esperanza  y  a 
los  que  sufren  porque  Jesus  es  el  signo  verdadero  que  es  posible 
veneer  todo  lo  malo,  hasta  la  propia  muerte. 

Celebramos  como  su  resurreccion  fortalecio  a  sus  discipulos 
y  los  llevo  a  edificar  la  Iglesia  en  medio  de  persecuciones, 
prisiones,  martirios,  pero  con  la  alegria  viva  que  no  podia  veneer 
ningun  poder.  Escuchamos  como  la  oracion  fue  la  fuerza  de 
aquellas  primeras  comunidades  y  como  extendio  por  el  mundo  el 
Evangelio  a  todos  los  pueblos  de  la  tierra. 

Todos  los  que  vivieron  en  esos  comienzos  tenian  un  proposito 
comun:  anunciar  el  amor  de  Dios  a  todos  los  pueblos  de  la  tierra 
y  lo  lograron. 

De  esta  misma  manera,  estamos  invitados  a  vivir  con  el  mismo 
fervor,  con  la  misma  gracia,  con  la  misma  alegria  en  nuestra  vida 
el  mismo  mensaje  de  Nuestro  Senor  Jesucristo. 

Es  en  la  vida  de  la  comunidad  donde  todos  participamos, 
donde  todos  tenemos  los  sentimientos  de  Cristo 
y  buscamos  proclamarlo  con  la  fuerza  de  la 
unidad,  la  justicia,  la  fe  y  de  manera  especial  la 
caridad. 

Es  en  la  vida  de  fe  donde  todos  nosotros 
buscamos  recibir  la  gracia  del  resucitado 
a  traves  de  los  sacramentos,  donde  nos 
alimentamos  y  nos  fortalecemos  para 
seguir  proclamando  que  Jesucristo  esta 
vivo  y  esta  presente  en  la  vida  de  la 
comunidad  y  en  las  personas  que  viven 
su  vocacion  y  su  compromiso. 

Vivamos  nuestra  pascua 
encontrandonos  con  Dios  para  seguir 
en  su  compama,  alimentandonos  con 
su  vida  y  siguiendolo  con  la  nuestra, 
con  la  comunidad  y  con  la  Iglesia. 

Que  este  tiempo  pascual  este  lleno  de 
las  bendiciones  del  Resucitado  y  que  su 
espiritu  nos  fortalezca  en  la  mision  que 
cada  uno  tenemos  como  los  testigos  de  su 
vida  y  de  su  amor. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


Four  NC  Catholics  tell 
of  faith,  hope  and  love 
in  the  midst  of  suffering 
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Hell,  after  hell  hit"  is  how  Dr.  Kurt  Voos  de- 
scribes Port-au-Prince,  Haiti,  two  weeks  after 
the  January  12th  earthquake  which  Haiti's  gov- 
ernment estimates  killed  some  230,000  people 
in  eight  cities  and  towns  in  this  already  destitute  nation. 


Dr.  Voos,  an  orthopedist,  was  one  of 
a  team  of  eleven  medical  professionals 
who  left  Greenville,  NC,  on  January  28th 
for  Saint  Damien  of  Molokai  Hospital  in 
Port-au-Prince.  The  team,  put  together  by 
Dr.  Greg  Murphy,  a  urologist  and  general 
surgeon  in  Pitt  County,  included  Dr.  Mark 
Dellasega,  a  gastroenterologist,  and  Mr. 
Gregg  Tacozza,  who  acted  as  an  adminis- 
trative aide  to  the  group. 

The  Passionist  Province  of  St.  Paul  of 
the  Cross,  headquartered  in  South  River, 
NJ,  provided  $25,000  to  help  with  trans- 
portation and  medical  supplies,  and  the 
local  medical  community  responded  with 
a  massive  amount  of  supplies,  includ- 
ing medicine  and  bandages.  The  group 
brought  its  own  tents,  sleeping  bags  and 
food.  Prior  to  their  departure,  the  eleven 
men  attended  a  prayer  service  at  St.  Peter 
Church,  celebrated  by  Most  Reverend 
Michael  E  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
and  Reverend  Justin  Kerber,  CP,  Pastor  of 
the  parish. 

Saint  Damien  Hospital  is  operated  by 
Passionist  Father  Richard  "Rick"  Frechette. 
After  a  few  years  as  a  parish  priest  in 
Baltimore  in  the  '80s,  he  met  Fr.  William 
B.  Wasson,  founder  of  Nuestros  Pequenos 
Hermanos  (NPH),  Spanish  for  "Our  Little 
Brothers  and  Sisters."  The  meeting  led  to 
work  at  a  Mexican  home  for  nearly  1 ,000 
orphaned  and  abandoned  children.  Before 
long  Fr.  Frechette  helped  establish  a  sec- 
ond orphanage  for  NPH  in  Honduras. 

Mother  Teresas  Sisters  of  Charity  in  Hai- 


ti directed  Fr.  Frechette  to  the  next  turning 
point  in  his  life.  The  Sisters  were  caring  for 
babies  born  of  dying  mothers,  frequently 
sick  with  AIDS.  Many  of  the  babies  did 
not  survive,  but  those  who  did  needed 
care,  love  and  a  place  to  live.  Frs.  Wasson 
and  Frechette  visited  the  poor  country  and 
children's  hospice  and  decided  to  begin  an 
orphanage  there.  Today,  Nos  Petits  Freres 
et  Soeurs,  French  for  "Our  Little  Broth- 
ers and  Sisters,"  survives  amidst  political 
chaos,  economic  disaster  and  uncontrol- 
lable crime. 

In  order  to  do  more,  Fr.  Frechette  got 
permission  to  enter  medical  school  and 
earned  his  medical  degree  in  1998.  In 
addition  to  building  the  120-bed  hospital 
which  provides  long-term  care  to  critically 
ill  children  and  outpatient  services  to  over 
30,000  children  and  adults  a  year,  he 
oversees  the  management  and  operations 
of  St.  Helene  Orphanage,  which  cares  for 
over  450  children.  He  also  founded  the  St. 
Luke  Outreach  Program,  which  employs 
over  300  people  who  help  manage  and 
operate  17  street  schools,  deliver  water  to 
the  slums  and  bury  the  unclaimed  dead 
from  the  city  morgue. 

Parishioners  at  St.  Peter  Church  are 
familiar  with  the  work  of  Fr.  Frechette 
through  his  periodic  visits  to  the  Green- 
ville parish,  which  has  helped  with 
financial  support.  When  Dr.  Greg  Murphy 
learned  that  both  the  hospital  and  the  or- 
phanage had  sustained  extensive  damage 
he  knew  he  had  to  do  something. 

Dr.  Murphy  calls  the  teams  first  look  at 
Port-au-Price  "a  baptism  in  utter  chaos. 
Amid  the  destruction,  the  streets  were 


crowded  with  relief 
workers,  with  people 
trying  to  go  about 
their  daily  routine, 
selling  their  wares. 
At  the  same  time  we 
saw  bodies  still  being 
extracted  from  the 
rubble." 

Dr.  Voos  recalls  see- 
ing a  mother  bathing 
her  12-year-old  son. 
"They  were  standing 
by  a  dumpster,  both 
naked,  and  she  was 
washing  him  in  dirty 


Dr.  Greg  Murphy 


Mr.  Gregg  Tacozza 


water. 

"We  were  driving 
down  one  of  the  few 
four-lane  roads  in  the 
city,"  Dr.  Mark  Del- 
lasega recounts,  "and 
homeless  people  had 
brought  tents,  bed 
sheets  and  tarpaulins 
to  camp  on  the  me- 
dian. Cars  and  trucks 
would  whizz  by  a 
foot  from  the  heads  of 
some  of  the  people." 

The  team  faced  a 
variety  of  challenges 
in  several  locales.  Dr. 
Voos  recalls  long  days 
of  diagnosing  and 
repairing  fractures, 

sometimes  fifty  patients  a  day  Many  of  the 
survivors  had  suffered  amputations  and 
required  aftercare.  Dr.  Dellasega  worked 
in  tents  tending  to  the  overflow  of  patients 
from  the  hospital  and  from  the  USNS 
Comfort,  a  hospital  ship  sent  by  the  U.S. 
Navy. 

Some  of  the  team  worked  in  the  town  of 
Miraguan,  sixty  miles  from  Port-au-Prince. 
"Besides  the  physical  injuries,"  Dr.  Murphy 
explains,  "we  saw  a  lot  of  traumatic  stress 

disorders: 
people 
over- 
whelmed 
by  the  grief 
of  losing 
a  loved 
one,  or  not 
knowing 


the  fate  of  a  loved  one,  or 
who  had  fled  the  capital  for 
fear  of  aftershocks." 

In  the  midst  of  suffering 
that  might  have  caused  many  to  doubt 
Gods  existence,  the  four  members  of  the 
team  say  the  experience  "exponentially" 
increased  their  faith.  The  men  say  there 
were  two  catalysts  in  this  reaction:  Fr.  Rick 
and  the  Haitian  people. 

"Thursdays  will  never  be  the  same  for 
me,"  Gregg  Tacozza  says.  "On  Thurs- 
days, even  before  the  earthquake,  Fr. 
Rick  would  visit  the  city  morgue  to  claim 
the  unclaimed  dead.  These  were  people 
whose  families  could  not  afford  to  bury 
them.  Fr.  Rick  would  give  them  a  decent, 
holy  Christian  burial.  Otherwise  they 
would  have  been  dumped  unceremoni- 
ously in  a  mass  grave." 

One  Thursday,  Mr.  Tacozza  relates, 
"A  woman  presented  one  of  the  volun- 
teers at  the  morgue  with  the  body  of  her 
18-month-old  daughter,  a  beautiful  little 
girl  wrapped  in  a  white  blanket.  The 
volunteer  didn't  want  to  put  the  little  girl 
in  the  morgue,  where  decaying  bodies 
were  stacked  on  top  of  each  other.  Fr.  Rick 
found  a  casket  and  buried  the  child  with 
other  babies  who  had  died." 

"To  see  a  priest  so  upbeat,  pious  and 
strong  in  his  belief  was  an  incredible  boost 
to  my  faith,"  Dr.  Murphy  says. 


;w  i 


Fr.  Rick  Frechette,  CP.,  celebrates  Mass 
in  the  chapel  at  Miragoane. 


Dr.  Dellasega 
agrees.  "I  think 
what  added  to 
my  faith  was 
seeing  this  situ- 
ation filtered 

through  the  eyes  of  Fr.  Rick. 
He  took  a  situation  where  you  could  easily 
question  your  faith,  but  his  words  at  Mass 
always  filled  us  with  hope  and  love. 

"Before  we  arrived,"  Dr.  Dellasega 
continues,  "Greg  [Murphy]  told  me  this 
would  be  a  life  changing  experience.  And  I 
doubted  that.  Not  long  ago  1  had  an  illness 
that  could  have  been  serious  but  turned 
out  well.  And  people  said  that  must  have 
been  a  life  changing  experience.  But  it 
wasn't,  really.  I'm  a  doctor  and  you  kind  of 
get  used  to  illness  happening. 

"But  to  hear  Fr.  Rick  and  to  see  so  many 
individuals  coping  with  great  faith  and 
hope,  that  was  life  changing  for  me.  It 
increased  my  faith  tremendously" 

"For  me,"  Gregg  Tacozza  says,  "this  was 
a  confirmation  of  my  decision  to  retire 
to  develop  and  pursue  a  life  of  service. 
We  attended  a  7  a.m.  Mass  in  Miraguan, 
because  the  cathedral  in  Port-au-Prince 
had  been  destroyed.  The  chapel  was  full 
and  the  grounds 
all  around  it  were 
filled  with  people, 
dressed  for  church. 
And  the  Mass  was 
in  Creole,  but 
the  reverence  of 
the  people,  their 
singing  -  even 
the  non-Catholics 
attending  were 


deeply  moved.  I  hope  I  never 
forget  that  day." 

"It  was  amazing  that  these 
people  could  be  in  the  clinic 
one  day  and  then  get  up  the 
next  and  keep  going,"  Dr.  Voos 
says,  "but  they  did.  And  then 
they  took  care  of  others.  It  was 
miraculous.  I  definitely  came 
home  more  faith-filled." 

Another  miracle,  Dr.  Mur- 
phy says,  was  the  teamwork 
of  the  relief  workers.  "These  were,  some 
of  them,  high-powered  people,  used  to 
running  their  own  show.  Yet  they  quickly 
shed  any  ego  whatsoever  and  came 
together  as  what  I  can  only  call  the  Body 
of  Christ,  to  do  what  we  had  come  to  do, 
what  we  felt  our  faith  obligated  us  to  do. 
To  me  that  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
things.  We  became  one.  We  walked  away 
separately  but  we  had  an  amazing,  uni- 
fied, forever-together  experience." 

At  Easter,  Catholics  are  used  to  think- 
ing of  suffering  followed  by  resurrection. 
Perhaps,  though,  there  is  hope  in  what 
these  men  witnessed  on  their  mission  in 
Haiti:  an  ongoing  resurrection  of  hope  and 
faith  even  in  the  midst  of  suffering.  As  the 
people  of  Haiti  seem  to  understand,  even 
in  the  worst  times,  the  love  of  God  and 
neighbor  are  never  absent.  Miraculously, 
with  death  all  around,  they  arise. 


Diocesan  Donations  for  Haiti  Relief 
Surpass  $500,000 

The  Diocese  of  Raleigh's  response  to  the  earth- 
quake that  devastated  the  island  nation  of  Haiti  now 
totals  $549,702.96  from  84  of  the  Diocese's  96  par- 
ishes and  missions.  All  the  money  donated  from  a  special 
collection  to  aid  Haitian  relief  is  being  sent  to  Catholic  Relief 
Services,  the  international  relief  and  development  agency  of 
the  U.S.  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 


Bishop  Burbidge 
Celebrates  Mass 
of  Appreciation  for 
Altar  Servers 


ore  than 
500  al- 
im/        tar  serv- 
JL  ▼  JL  ers,  fam- 
ily members  and  friends 
attended  a  Mass  of  Ap- 
preciation for  Altar  Serv- 
ers celebrated  by  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael  E  Bur- 
bidge, Sunday,  March  7 
at  St.  Gabriel  Church  in 
Greenville.  The  Mass  was 
the  second  celebrated  this 
school  year  by  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge to  recognize  the  al- 
tar servers  for  their  service 
in  liturgical  celebrations. 
The  first  was  held  in  No- 
vember in  Raleigh.  Servers 
from  two  dozen  parishes 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Diocese  took  part  in  the 
Greenville  celebration. 

In  expressing  his  gratitude  for 
their  dedicated  service,  Bishop 
Burbidge  told  them  of  the  trust  God 
places  in  them  by  granting  them  the 
privilege  of  serving  at  the  altar.  Not- 
ing the  First  Reading  of  the  day,  the 
Bishop  encouraged  them  to  respond 
as  Moses  did  when  he  said,  "Here  I 
am,  Lord." 

"That  response,"  the  Bishop  said, 
"shows  your  commitment  to  give 
all  that  you  have  to  the  Lord  when 
you  serve." 

Each  of  the  servers  was  presented 
with  a  crucifix  as  a  sign  of  apprecia- 
tion, and  also  as  a  reminder  "that  all 
who  wish  to  serve  Christ  will  also  at 
times  be  asked  to  carry  His  cross." 
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Querido  lector  de  NCC: 

Persistence  Estado  de  Negacion  en  la  Profesion  Medica  y  su  Costo  Real 


En  los  primeros  afios  de  1800  la  mayoria  de  los 
medicos  se  negaba  a  creer  que  el  simple  hecho  de 
lavar  sus  manos  entre  pacientes  podia  prevenir 
el  contagio  de  fiebre  de  parto  a  las  mujeres 
embarazadas  que  examinaban.  No  obstante  la  evidencia 
cientifica  innegable,  los  medicos  se  oponian  tercamente  a  dicha 
practica.  Esa  intransigencia  por  parte  del  sistema  medico  duro 
por  muchos  anos,  acarreando  como  consecuencia  la  muerte 
innecesaria  de  miles  de  mujeres  jovenes  a  causa  de  la  fiebre  de 
parto  (tambien  llamada  fiebre  puerperal). 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cation en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duction: Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


Una  intransigencia  similar 
existe  hoy  en  dia  entre  muchos 
medicos  que  se  niegan  a 
"higienizar"  sus  manos  del 
aborto,  y  tampoco  reconocen 
el  efecto  crucial  y  peligroso 
que  este  tiene  en  la  salud  de  la 
mujer,  es  decir,  el  aumento  del 
riesgo  de  cancer  de  seno.  Ya  se 
ha  demostrado  que  existe  una 
correlacion  entre  el  aborto  del 
primer  embarazo  y  una  elevada 
incidencia  de  cancer  de  seno. 
Sin  embargo,  a  pesar  de  la 
evidencia  cientifica  innegable, 
la  comunidad  medica  que 
apoya  la  practica  del  aborto 
insiste  tercamente  en  no 
reconocer  dicha  correlacion 
y  se  niega  a  informar  a  las 
mujeres  sobre  este  seno 
riesgo.  Como  en  aquellos 
anos  de  1800,  hoy  tambien 
siguen  muriendo  mujeres 
innecesariamente  por  una 
intransigencia  que  ha  durado 
ya  muchos  anos. 

Cuando  el  Dr.  Ignaz 
Semmelweis,  en  la  decada 
de  1840,  empezo  a  exigir  a 
medicos  y  estudiantes  el  lavado 
de  manos  antes  de  examinar 
a  cada  mujer  y  antes  de  cada 


parto,  la  tasa  de  mortalidad 
en  el  area  de  maternidad  del 
hospital  de  Viena  bajo  de  18 
por  ciento  a  1.3  por  ciento. 
A  pesar  de  ello,  la  mayoria 
de  los  companeros  del  Dr. 
Semmelweis  consideraban  esta 
practica  como  un  desperdicio 
de  tiempo,  y  por  varias  decadas 
mas  siguieron  negandose  a  ella 
o  a  reconocer  su  importancia. 
El  Dr.  Semmelweis  continuo 
presentando  evidencias 
estadisticas  de  que  lavarse  las 
manos  salvaba  vidas,  pero  ano 
tras  ano  lo  seguian  criticando 
en  revistas  cientificas  y 
renombrados  medicos  lo 
ridiculizaban  en  toda  Europa. 
Termino  siendo  despedido  del 
hospital  por  su  insistencia  en  la 
higiene  de  las  manos. 

En  aquellas  primeras 
decadas  de  1800,  quienes 
se  suponia  debian  estar 
dedicados  a  salvar  vidas, 
estaban  mas  preocupados  por 
lo  politicamente  correcto  y  por 
conservar  sus  propios  intereses 
academicos;  subordinaban  el 
ejercicio  optimo  de  la  medicina 
a  otras  presiones  y  a  creencias 
equivocadas. 


De  manera  similar,  el  sistema 
medico  de  hoy  enfrenta  la 
tentacion  de  poner  ciertas 
ideologias  irracionales  por 
encima  de  los  intereses 
del  paciente.  Conforme  la 
medicina  moderna  se  va 
transformando  sutilmente  en 
una  disciplina  esquizofrenica 
que  algunas  veces  trabaja  para 
salvar  a  los  pequenos  pacientes 
en  el  utero,  pero  otras  para 
danarlos  con  el  aborto,  es 
facil  terminar  por  minimizar 
o  ignorar  los  efectos  nocivos 
del  aborto  en  la  mujer,  como 
sucede  con  la  relacion  entre 
este  y  el  cancer  de  seno. 

Mas  de  28  diferentes  estudios 
realizados  a  lo  largo  de  45  anos 
han  demostrado  que  el  aborto 
es  un  factor  significativo  de 
riesgo  de  cancer  de  seno.  La 
evidencia  epidemiologica  ha 
demostrado  abundantemente 
no  solo  esta  correlacion,  sino 
que  tambien  ha  demostrado 
que  tener  el  primer  parto 
a  termino  completo, 
especialmente  en  mujeres 
jovenes,  aporta  un  importante 
efecto  protector  contra  el 
cancer  de  seno. 

Ante  estas  evidencias 
de  investigacion,  algunos 
cientificos  y  medicos 
(particularmente  aquellos 
conectados  a  la  industria 
del  aborto)  se  apresuraron  a 
indicar  que  dichos  resultados 
eran  "inconsistentes"  y  que 
realmente  no  conducian  a 
"conclusiones  defmitivas". 
Es  por  eso  que  hoy  en  dia  las 
jovenes  rara  vez  reciben  de 
sus  medicos  la  informacion 
sobre  estos  riesgos.  El  aborto 
se  mercadea  agresivamente 


Send  your  questions  to:  "Since  you  asked ..."  71 5  Nazareth  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27606,  or:  reece@raldioc.org. 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


"Jesus,  en  ti  conf  io" 


como  un  "derecho  de  la  mujer" 
y  es  el  procedimiento  mas 
comun  y  lucrativo  en  Estados 
Unidos  actualmente.  Una  parte 
importante  del  sistema  de 
salud  aqui,  incluyendo  varias 
asociaciones  profesionales 
como  la  American  Medical 
Association,  parece  evadir  las 
discusiones  serias  en  torno 
a  los  riesgos  de  salud  por  el 
aborto.  Hace  algunos  anos  el 
Dr.  George  Lundberg,  ex  editor 
del  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  en  una 
entrevista  para  la  revista  Health 
Affairs,  comentaba  que  el 
aborto  y  el  tabaco  son  "temas 
sensibles"  que  por  muchos 
anos  han  estado  en  la  lista 
de  "no  tocar"  de  la  American 
Medical  Association. 

El  peligro  que  representa 
el  cancer  de  seno  a  causa  del 
aborto  inducido  constituye 
un  riesgo  de  salud  muy  serio 
del  cual  la  mujer  merece 
ser  informada  completa  y 
adecuadamente.  Es  notoria 
y  preocupante  la  falla  etica 
del  sistema  de  salud  y  de 
las  diversas  asociaciones 
encargadas  de  vigilar  al 
respecto.  Y  mientras  que  los 
profesionales  de  la  medicina 
moderna  no  vuelvan  a  incluir 
el  repudio  al  aborto  directo 
como  parte  de  su  credo 
profesional,  como  antes  lo 
profesaban  en  el  Juramento 
Hipocratico,  poco  vamos  a 
avanzar  en  cuanto  a  los  serios 
problemas  de  salud  de  la  mujer 
relacionados  con  el  aborto, 
entre  ellos  el  cancer  de  seno. 

La  medicina  de  hoy  necesita 
desesperadamente  salir  de  ese 
persistente  estado  de  negacion 
en  que  se  encuentra  y  limpiar 
sus  manos  de  la  perjudicial  e 
inmoral  practica  del  aborto,  si 
es  que  aspira  a  profesar  de  una 
manera  cabalmente  responsable 
ante  las  necesidades  medicas 
de  las  mujeres  embarazadas  y 
de  sus  bebes. 


Las  palabras  que 
Jesus  dijo  a  sus 
discipulos  "Que  la 
paz  sea  contigo"  en  su 
primera  aparicion  despues  de  su 
resurreccion;  las  palabras  de  Santo 
Tomas  "jSenor  mio  y  Dios  mlo! " 
y  las  palabras  que  Jesus  instruyo 
a  Santa  Faustina  para  que  pintara 
sobre  la  imagen  de  la  Divina 
Misericordia. "Jesus,  en  ti  confio". 


En  el  momento  en  que  Jesus  promulgo  las 
palabras  "la  paz  sea  contigo"  a  los  discipulos 
se  encontraban  apinados  del  miedo,  dudosos 
y  ansiosos  por  temor  a  correr  con  el  mismo 
destino  de  Jesus,  ya  que  no  acababan  de 
entender  el  significado  de  Su  sufrimiento, 
muerte  y  resurreccion.  Sin  embargo,  cuando 
el  Senor  resucitado  aparecio  ante  ellos 
mostrando  sus  heridas  y  la  inmensidad  de  su 
amor,  el  miedo  pronto  se  torno  en  alegria  y 
la  ansiedad  en  la  paz  que  solo  El  puede  dar. 

En  muchos  sentidos,  nosotros  somos 
como  los  discipulos;  hay  muchos  factores 
que  nos  causan  temor  y  ansiedad  en  esta 
vida,  pero  en  medio  de  nuestras  luchas, 
cargas  y  temores,  el  Senor  nos  promete 
encontrar  la  paz  en  El.  Por  lo  tanto,  tenemos 
que  repetir  las  palabras  de  Santo  Tomas 
a  diario,  "jSenor  mio  y  Dios  mio!"  Estas 
palabras  reflejan  nuestra  profunda  creencia 
en  la  presencia  permanente  de  Dios  en 
nuestras  vidas  y  asi  afirmamos  que  nada  ni 
nadie  tendran  prioridad  sobre  El,  porque 
nosotros  dependemos  del  Senor  para  dirigir, 
orientar  y  sostener  cada  momento  de 
nuestras  vidas. 

Tambien  existen  muchas  razones  por  la 
cual  dejamos  de  vivir  plenamente  la  paz 
del  Senor  en  nuestras  vidas.  He  descubierto 
que  para  muchas  personas,  la  culpa  y  la 
verguenza  son  un  gran  impedimento  como 
consecuencia  de  sus  pecados  y  fracasos  del 
pasado.  Esta  es  una  carga  que  no  tenemos 
que  aguantar  porque  Dios  esta  siempre 


dispuesto  a  limpiar  toda  culpa  y  verguenza 
de  nuestras  vidas  a  traves  del  Sacramento  de 
la  Reconciliacion. 

El  Domingo  de  la  Divina  Misericordia 
(declarado  por  nuestro  querido  Papa  Juan 
Pablo  II  a  celebrarse  el  segundo  domingo  de 
Pascua),  nos  recuerda  con  conviccion  que  ya 
a  traves  de  Jesus  estamos  reconciliados.  En  el 
instante  en  el  que  el  Senor  aparecio  ante  Santa 
Faustina,  demostro  la  inmensidad  de  su  amor 
ofreciendo  el  don  de  la  misericordia.  Cuando 
oramos,  "Jesus,  en  ti  confio",  las  palabras 
que  nuestro  Senor  dijo  que  pintara  sobre  la 
imagen  sagrada,  reconocemos  el  gran  amor 
de  Dios  hacia  nosotros  con  todo  y  nuestros 
pecados.  Recordemos  que  el  Sacramento  de  la 
Reconciliacion  no  es  algo  que  celebramos  solo 
durante  la  Cuaresma,  es  un  don  Pascual,  un 
don  que  tenemos  a  nuestra  disposicion  cada 
dia  de  nuestras  vidas. 

El  domingo  de  la  Divina  Misericordia 
es  una  invitation  especial  al  igual  que 
representa  un  reto  para  todos  nosotros, 
puesto  que  debemos  perdonarnos  los  unos  a 
los  otros  tal  como  los  hizo  el  Senor.  Aunque 
esto  pueda  ser  dificil  a  veces,  la  maravillosa 
gracia  de  Dios  nos  brinda  la  fuerza  necesaria 
para  conciliarnos  con  los  demas.  Es  por  esto 
que  los  animo  a  orar  a  diario  por  la  gracia  de 
profesar  a  Jesus  como  su  Senor,  su  Dios  y  el 
Unico  en  el  que  deben  confiar  con  plenitud 
para  que  de  nuevo  la  paz  sea  con  ustedes. 


el    hispano  Catolico 


Muerte  y  R^suyeccion 
en  Haiti 


Cuatro  catolicos  de  Carolina  del  Norte  M  — 
nos  hablan  de  fe,  esperanza  y  amor  en 
medio  del  sufrimiento 


Un  infierno  en  el  mismo  infierno"  es  la  descripcion 
que  el  Dr.  Kurt  Voos  le  da  a  Puerto  Principe,  la 
capital  de  Haiti,  dos  semanas  despues  del  terremoto 
del  12  de  enero  el  cual  fuentes  del  gobierno  estiman 
que  230,000  personas  perdieron  la  vida  en  8  ciudades  y 
pueblos  de  esta  nacion  ya  empobrecida. 


Dr.  Voos,  ortopedista,  se  unio  a  un  equipo  de  once 
profesionales  de  la  medicina  que  partio  de  Greenville, 
Carolina  del  Norte,  el  28  de  enero  hacia  el  Hospital  Saint 
Damien  de  Molokai  Hospital  en  Puerto  Principe.  El 
equipo  creado  por  el  Dr.  Greg  Murphy,  urologo  y  cirujano 
general  del  Condado  Pitt,  incluyo  al  Dr.  Mark  Dellasega, 


gastroenterologo,  y  a 
Gregg  Tacozza,  quien  se 
desempeno  como  asistente 
administrative  del  grupo. 
La  Provincia  Pasionista  de 
St.  Paul  de  la  Cruz  ubicada 
en  South  River,  Nueva 
Jersey,  proporciono  25,000 

  dolares  para  ayudar  con 

los  gastos  del  transporte  y  suministros  medicos,  ademas 
la  comunidad  medica  aporto  una  enorme  cantidad  de 
suministros,  incluyendo  medicamentos  y  vendas.  El  grupo 
trajo  sus  propias  carpas,  sacos  de  dormir,  comida,  y  antes 
de  su  partida,  los  once  hombres  asistieron  a  un  servicio 
religioso  en  la  Iglesia  de  San  Pedro,  celebrada  por  el 
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Reverendisimo  Michael  E  Burbidge  Obispo  de  Raleigh  y  el 
Reverendo  Justin  Kerber,  CP,  parroco  de  la  parroquia. 

El  Hospital  Saint  Damien,  dirigido  por  el  Padre  Pasionista 
Richard  (Rick)  Frechette,  el  cual  despues  de  ser  parroco  en 
Baltimore  en  los  anos  80,  se  encontro  con  el  Padre  William 
B.  Wasson,  fundador  de  Nuestros  Pequenos  Hermanos 
(NPH)  y  dicha  reunion  lo  llevo  a  trabajar  en  un  orfanato 
con  1.000  huerfanos  y  ninos  abandonados;  poco  despues  el 
Padre  Frechette  ayudo  a  establecer  un  segundo  orfanato  de 
Nuestros  Pequenos  Hermanos,  esta  vez  en  Honduras. 

Las  Hermanas  de  la  Caridad  de  Madre  Teresa  en  Haiti 
cambiaron  el  rumbo  de  la  vida  del  Padre  Frechette.  Las 
hermanas  estaban  al  cuidado  de  bebes  recien  nacidos  de 
madres  fallecidas  en  general  a  causa  del  SIDA.  La  mayoria 
de  estos  bebes  no  sobreviven,  pero  los  que  si,  necesitan 
atencion,  amor  y  un  lugar  para  vivir.  Frs.  Wasson  y 
Frechette  visitaron  ese  pais  pobre,  el  hospicio  de  los  ninos 
y  decidieron  comenzar  un  orfanato  alii.  Hoy  en  dia,  Nos 
Petits  Freres  et  Soeurs  en  frances  "Nuestros  Pequenos 
Hermanos"  sob  revive  en  medio  del  caos  politico,  el  desastre 
economico  y  la  delincuencia  incontrolable. 

Con  el  fin  de  hacer  mas,  el  Padre  Frechette  fue  admitido 
en  la  escuela  de  medicina  y  obtuvo  su  titulo  de  medicina 
en  1998.  Ademas  de  la  construction  de  un  hospital  de  120 
camas,  el  cual  proporciona  cuidado  a  largo  plazo  para  ninos 
enfermos  de  gravedad  y  servicios  de  consulta  externa  a 
mas  de  30.000  ninos  y  adultos  al  ano,  asimismo  supervisa 
la  gestion  y  las  operaciones  del  Orfanato  St.  Helene  que 
atiende  a  mas  de  450  ninos.  Tambien  fundo  el  St.  Luke 
Outreach  Program  que  emplea  a  mas  de  300  personas  que 
ayudan  a  administrar  y  dirigir  17  escuelas,  suministrar  agua 
a  los  barrios  de  bajos  recursos  y  dar  sepultura  a  los  muertos 
que  no  fueron  reclamados  en  la  morgue  de  la  ciudad. 

Los  feligreses  de  la  Iglesia  de  San  Pedro  estan 
familiarizados  con  el  trabajo  del  Padre  Frechette,  quien 
a  traves  de  sus  visitas  el  cual  recibe  ayuda  financiera. 
Cuando  el  Dr.  Greg  Murphy  se  entero  de  que  tanto  el 
hospital  y  el  orfanato  sufrieron  grandes  danos,  supo  que 
tenia  que  hacer  algo. 

El  Dr.  Murphy  se  refiere  al  equipo  en  Puerto  Principe 
como  un  bautismo  en  caos  absolute  -En  medio  de  tanta 
destruction,  las  calles  estaban  repletas  de  rescatistas,  de 
gente  tratando  de  seguir  con  su  rutina  diaria  vendiendo 
sus  productos,  y  al  mismo  tiempo,  veiamos  como  extraian 
cadaveres  entre  los  escombros.  - 

Dr.  Voos  recuerda  haber  visto  a  una  madre  banando  a  su 
hijo  de  12  anos  -Ellos  estaban  de  pie  junto  a  un  contenedor 
de  basura,  ambos  desnudos,  y  ella  estaba  banandolo  con 
agua  sucia.  Estabamos  conduciendo  por  una  de  las  pocas 
calles  de  cuatro  canales  de  la  ciudad  y  las  personas  sin 
hogar  trajeron  carpas,  sabanas  y  lonas  para  acampar  en  el 
medio  de  la  calle.  Los  autos  y  camiones  pasaban  zumbando 
muy  cerca  de  las  cabezas  de  algunas  de  esas  personas  - 
conto  el  Dr.  Mark  Dellasega 

El  equipo  se  enfrento  grandes  desafros  en  varias 
localidades.  El  Dr.  Voos  recuerda  los  largos  dias  de 


diagnostico  y  reparation  de  fracturas  de  hasta  cincuenta 
pacientes  al  dia.  Muchos  de  los  sobrevivientes  sufrieron 
amputaciones  y  necesitaban  de  mas  cuidado,  asi  que  el 
Dr.  Dellasega  trabajo  en  tiendas  de  campana  para  atender 
el  exceso  de  pacientes  provenientes  del  hospital  y  del 
USNS  Comfort,  un  buque  hospital  enviado  por  la  Marina 
de  los  EE.UU. 

Una  parte  del  equipo  trabajo  en  la  ciudad  de  Miraguan, 
ubicada  a  sesenta  millas  de  Puerto  Principe.  -Ademas  de  las 
lesiones  ftsicas,  hemos  visto  una  gran  cantidad  de  trastornos 
de  estres  postraumatic,  lo  cual  se  refiere  a  las  personas 
que  se  sienten  abrumadas  por  el  dolor  de  perder  a  un  ser 
querido,  o  no  saben  del  paradero  de  sus  familiares,  o  de  los 
que  huyeron  de  la  capital  por  temor  a  mas  replicas  -explico 
el  Dr.  Murphy 

En  medio  del  sufrimiento  que  podria  haber  llevado 
a  muchos  a  dudar  de  la  existencia  de  Dios,  los  cuatro 
miembros  del  equipo  dicen  que  esta  experiencia  aumento 
exponencialmente  su  fe,  puesto  que  ellos  dicen  que  hay 
dos  catalizadores  de  esta  reaction:  el  Padre  Rick  y  el  pueblo 
haitiano.  -Los  jueves  nunca  seran  lo  mismo  para  mi.  Los 
jueves,  incluso  antes  del  terremoto,  el  Padre  Rick  visitaba 
la  morgue  de  la  ciudad  para  buscar  a  los  muertos  que 
no  habian  sido  reclamados.  Se  trataba  de  personas  cuyas 
familias  no  podian  darse  el  lujo  de  darles  sepultura  a  sus 
familiares,  entonces  el  Padre  Rick  les  daria  una  decente  y 
sagrada  sepultura  a  estas  personas.  De  lo  contrario,  estas 
personas  serian  arrojadas,  sin  miramientos,  en  una  fosa 
comun  -comento  Gregg  Tacozza 

Un  jueves,  nos  cuenta  el  senor  Tacozza-Una  mujer 
presento  uno  de  los  voluntarios  de  la  morgue  el  cuerpo  de 
su  hija  de  18  meses  de  edad,  una  hermosa  nina  envuelta  en 
una  manta  blanca.  El  voluntario  no  queria  poner  a  la  nina 
en  la  morgue,  donde  los  cuerpos  en  descomposicion  fueron 
apilados  uno  encima  del  otro,  pero  el  Padre  Rick  encuentro 
un  ataud  y  enterro  a  la  nina  junto  con  otros  bebes  que 
tambien  habian  muerto  - 

-Al  ver  a  un  sacerdote  tan  optimista,  piadoso  y  firme  en 
su  creencia  fue  como  un  gran  estimulo  para  mi  fe  -dice 
el  Dr.  Murphy.  -Creo  que  lo  ayudo  a  mi  fe  fue  ver  esta 
situation  a  traves  de  los  ojos  del  Padre  Rick  quien  fue 
capaz  de  manejar  una  situacion  como  esta  que  facilmente 
puede  poner  en  cuestionamiento  la  fe  de  cualquier  persona, 
pero  sus  palabras  durante  la  Misa  siempre  nos  llenaron  de 
esperanza  y  amor  -agrego  el  Dr.  Dellasega 

-Mucho  antes  de  nuestra  llegada,  Greg  me  dijo  que  esto 
seria  una  experiencia  que  nos  cambiaria  la  vida  y  yo  estaba 
dudoso.  No  hace  mucho  padeci  de  una  enfermedad  que 
podria  haber  sido  grave,  pero  resulto  todo  lo  contrario  y  la 
gente  me  preguntaba  que  si  me  cambio  la  vida,  pero  no  fue 
asi  en  realidad.  Como  medico  estoy  acostumbrado  a  que  las 
enfermedades  ocurren.  Sin  embargo,  al  escuchar  al  Padre 
Rick  y  al  ver  a  tantas  personas  enfrentar  la  situacion  con 
gran  fe  y  esperanza  fue  una  experiencia  que  verdaderamente 
cambio  mi  vida  y  aumento  mi  fe  tremendamente  -continuo 
el  Dr.  Dellasega. 

Por  Rich  Reece  \  Fotografias  por  Denmark  Photo  &  Video 


Year  for  Priests 


John  "Vic"  Gournas  to  Be 
Ordained  a  Priest  May  22 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge  will  ordain 
Deacon  John  "Vic"  Gournas  to  the  Priesthood  at  10  a.m.  on 
May  22nd  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral.  A  native  of  Raleigh, 
Deacon  Gournas  is  the  son  of  Johnny  and  Helen  Gournas, 
both  of  whom  passed  away.  A  graduate  of  Sanderson  High 
School  in  Raleigh,  he  holds  bachelor  of  science  and  master 
of  science  degrees  from  North  Carolina  State  University. 

Coming  from  an  evangelical  Protestant  background,  Gour- 
nas experienced  a  spiritual  renewal  in  his  30s  that  led  to  his 
joining  the  Catholic  Church.  "My  experience  in  the  Protestant 
church  was  that  the  emphasis  was  more  on  the  individual  and 
ones  emotional  response,"  Gournas  says.  "Reading  about  the 
Catholic  Church,  I  found  it  tremendously  reassuring  to  we 
didn't  have  to  reinvent  the  Church;  it  came  from  Jesus.  And 
worship  didn't  depend  on  how  I  felt;  I  could  always  go  to  the 
Eucharist  and  know  that  I  could  participate  and  be  nourished." 

After  his  ordination  to  the  transitional  Diaconate  last 
June,  Deacon  Gournas  served  a  summer  assignment  at  Saint 
Catherine  of  Siena  Parish  in  Wake  Forest,  before  returning 
to  Saint  Charles  Borromeo  Seminary  in  Philadelphia  for  his 
final  year  of  Theology  in  preparation  for  Priesthood. 


Brendan  J.  Buckler  to  Be 
Ordained  a  Transitional 
Deacon  June  5 

On  June  5th,  Brendan  Joseph 
Buckler  will  be  ordained  to  the  Tran- 
sitional Diaconate  by  the  Most  Rev- 
erend Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of 
Raleigh,  at  10  a.m.  in  St.  Catherine 
of  Siena  Catholic  Church  in  Wake 
Forest.   Mr.  Buckler  was  born  in  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  and  is  the  son  of  Michael 
and  Carol.  He  has  one  older  brother, 
Mickey.  Mickey  and  his  wife  Sara 
have  two  children,  Patrick  and  Emily. 
Both  his  parents  and  his  brother's 
family  reside  in  North  Carolina. 

Brendan  grew  up  in  Atlanta  and 
from  there  his  family  moved  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  New  Jersey  and  finally 
North  Carolina.  In  2001  he  gradu- 
ated from  Towson  University  in 
Maryland  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
Degree  in  Computer  Information 
Systems  and  a  minor  in  Business 


Administration.  During  his  univer- 
sity years  he  had  worked  during  the 
summers  at  Centennial  Campus  at 
NC  State. 

"I  never  really  thought  of  a  voca- 
tion before  college,"  Mr.  Buckler 


says.  "But  in  the  last  years  of  col- 
lege 1  begin  engaging  more  fervently 
in  the  spiritual  life  of  the  Church, 
thanks  to  a  good  friend  and  the  grace 
of  God.  During  this  period  I  was 
discerning  marriage  and  was  spend- 
ing a  lot  of  time  in  prayer  before  the 
Blessed  Sacrament.  This  was  when 
the  thoughts  of  priesthood  first  inter- 
jected into  my  prayer.  Over  the  next 
few  years  the  call  strengthened  and 
became  undeniable.  After  many  dis- 
cussions with  spiritual  directors  and 
prayer  before  the  Blessed  Sacrament, 
I  embraced  the  call  to  priesthood." 

In  2003  he  entered  formation  for 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  and  com- 
pleted a  pastoral  internship  year  at 
St.  Thomas  More  in  Chapel  Hill.  In 
2004  he  attended  seminary  at  the 
Theological  College  at  Catholic  Uni- 
versity of  America  in  Washington, 
D.C.  After  completing  Philosophy 
studies,  he  took  some  time  off  to 
discern  and  work.  During  this  time 


For  information  on  the  priesthood,  contact  Father  Ned  Shlesinger,  Directjl  ^ 


Did  You 
Know? 

►►  Each  month, 
priests  of  the 
Diocese  will  answer 
questions  about 
their  interests  and 
activities,  in  an  ef- 
fort to  help  readers 


know  them  better.  Rev-  Ms9r- Gerald  L  Lewis 

You  can  find  more  of  these  profiles  on  the  Diocesan  Web  site, 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org  by  clicking  on  the  Year  for  Priests  icon 
on  the  home  page. 

This  month:  Rev.  Msgr.  Gerald  L  Lewis,  St.  Paul  Church, 
New  Bern 

Who  is  your  favorite  saint?  I  have  two:  St.  Philip  Neri  and 
St.  Elizabeth  Ann  Seton. 

What  was  your  most  memorable  spiritual  pilgrimage? 

The  most  memorable  was  going  to  Rome  during  the  2000 
Holy  Year.  The  highlight  of  the  Pilgrimage  was  Mass  with  the 
Holy  Father  in  his  private  chapel.  Bishop  Gossman  was  the 
principal  concelebrant  and  all  eight  Diocesan  Priests  on  the 
pilgrimage  concelebrated. 

What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do  you  cook  it  yourself?  I  do 


cook,  but  nothing  fancy.  I  love  to  grill  both  meats  and  veg- 
etables. In  my  travels  I  always  eat  the  local  cuisine,  so  I  am  very 
eclectic  in  my  taste  but  my  favorite  vegetable  is  eggplant. 

Favorite  sport?  Favorite  team  -  College  and/or  Profes- 
sional? I  enjoy  college  basketball  and  football  and  always 
dutifully  cheer  for  the  team  that  gives  me  the  ticket. 

Favorite  author  and/or  book?  I  enjoy  history;  my  favorite 
authors  being  Doris  Keams  Goodwin  and  David  McCullough. 
Flannery  O'Connor  is  an  all-time  favorite  and  among  mystery 
writers  James  Patterson  is  at  the  top  of  the  list. 

Favorite  movie?  To  Kill  a  Mockingbird. 

Music  you  enjoy/artist?  I  enjoy  all  the  Classics  and  most 
of  the  Broadway  show  tunes.  I  have  often  used  the  lyrics  of 
some  of  the  musicals  in  my  homilies.  Rogers  and  Hammerstein 
especially  had  a  good  view  of  right  and  wrong. 

Any  interesting  fact  that  our  readers  would  be  inter- 
ested in  knowing?  For  several  years  I  participated  in  the 
Carolina  Medical  Mission  to  the  Philippines  sponsored  by  the 
Philippine  American  Association  of  NC.  While  always  serving 
as  Spiritual  Director  I  worked  at  various  times  as  a  scrub 
nurse  in  the  operating  room,  assistant  in  the  Dental  Clinic 
and  assistant  in  the  pharmacy.  It  was  during  these  Missions 
that  I  learned  the  nature  of  true  poverty  and  saw  firsthand  the 
generosity  of  the  participating  doctors  and  nurses. 


he  worked  for  a  contractor  for  the 
Department  of  Defense.  He  was  on 
the  Navy/Marine  Corps  contract.  He 
got  to  travel  to  many  of  the  Marine 
Corps  bases  and  work  with  the  Ma- 
rines. He  also  took  some  Philosophy 
classes  at  the  Dominican  House  of 
Studies  in  Washington,  D.C. 

He  reentered  formation  for  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  in  2007  and  was 
sent  to  St.  Charles  Borromeo  Semi- 
nary in  Philadelphia.  After  his  ordi- 
nation in  June,  Deacon  Buckler  will 
serve  a  summer  assignment  at  one 
of  the  parishes  in  the  Diocese.  In  the 
fall,  he  will  return  to  Saint  Charles 
Borromeo  Seminary  for  one  more 
academic  year  while  he  continues  his 
preparation  for  the  Priesthood. 

"The  years  of  formation  in  the 
seminary  have  brought  me  to  a  great 
joy  and  confidence  in  the  Lords  will 
for  my  life,"  he  says.  "I  look  forward 
to  my  ordination  this  June  with  great 
anticipation  and  gratitude." 


Reverend  Raymond  M.  Thu, 
CMC,  Installed  as 
Chaplain  to  Vietnamese 

►►  On  March  1 4,  Laetare  Sunday, 
Reverend  Raymond  M.  Thu,  CMC,  was 
installed  as  the  first  official  Chaplain  of  the 
Vietnamese  Catholic  Community  at  St. 
Joseph  Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh.  Fr. 
Thanh  Nguyen,  Pastor  of  Good  Shepherd 
Church  in  Hope  Mills,  NC,  celebrated 
Mass  with  Reverend  Monsignor  David  D.  Brockman,  Vicar  General  of  the  Diocese, 
concelebrating  and  presiding  at  the  Liturgy  of  Installation. 

The  Vietnamese  Catholic  Community,  which  has  been  organized  for  some  thirty 
years,  includes  members  from  throughout  the  Triangle,  and  some  from  Wilson  and 
Rocky  Mount. 

Fr.  Thu  belongs  to  the  Congregation  of  the  Mother  Co-Redemptrix,  which  was 
founded  in  Vietnam  in  1 953.  In  1  975,  after  the  fall  of  Saigon,  many  from  the  com- 
munity, including  Fr.  Raymond,  escaped  by  boat  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in 
Southwest  Missouri.  He  was  ordained  in  1987. 

Since  Fr.  Thu  came  to  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  in  December  2009,  Mass  is 
celebrated  at  St  Joseph  in  Vietnamese  two  times  a  week,  serving  350-400  people. 
"I  am  very  happy  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,"  he  said,  "especially  among  the  faithful 
celebrating  the  Eucharist,  preparing  the  community  for  the  Sacraments  and  visiting 
families  in  their  homes.  I  am  very  happy  here." 


focations  for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  at  91 9.832  6279  or  shlesinger@raldioc.org. 


mm* 


Do  you  have  the  faith  of  Mary  Magdalen? 

Or  doubting  Thomas? 


To  begin  this  months  spiritual  journey,  read  the  Gospel  of 
John,  chapter  20. 
I  have  chosen  this  passage  because  it  speaks  so  much  to 
us  about  our  faith.  The  resurrection  calls  for  faith  -  it  is 
the  core  of  the  Gospel.  We  can't  just  bypass  the  commitment  it  calls 
for  and  still  consider  ourselves  Catholics  or  Christians 


Here  in  this  month  of  our  celebration  of  the  gift  of  the 
Resurrection  -  the  glorious  feast  of  Easter  -  let  us  ask  our- 
selves a  few  questions: 

1 .  Do  I  believe  that  Jesus  rose  from  the  dead? 

2.  Do  I  believe  that  Jesus  conquered  death  so  that  our 
death  would  not  be  eternal,  but  a  passage  from  this 
life  to  the  next  -  to  eternal  glory  in  union  with  the 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  -  to  union  with  the  very 
Source  of  all  truth  and  beauty  and  goodness? 

3.  Do  I  really  believe  that  Jesus  paid  the  price  for  my 
sin  with  his  life  and  made  it  possible  for  me  to  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  -  if  only  I  live  obedient  to 
God's  law? 

4.  Do  I  know,  really  know,  that  when  I  fail  and  sin,  God's 
mercy  will  restore  me  to  the  inheritance  that  is  mine, 
if  I  but  repent,  it  is  because  of  his  great  love?  Make 
your  own  personal  assessment  before  you  continue 
reading. 

Now,  let's  examine  the  Gospel  I  asked  you  to  read. 
Jesus  died  upon  the  cross;  the  disciples  saw  it  and  knew 
clearly  that  he  was  dead.  Hope  seemed  lost.  Many  of  the 
disciples  hid  themselves, 
hoping  that  the  authori- 
ties would  not  come  after 
them,  too,  now  that  their 
leader  was  dead. 

Mary  Magdalen  went  to 
the  tomb  on  the  morning 
after  the  Sabbath  -  even 
before  the  sun  came  up  - 
to  anoint  Jesus'  body.  She 
saw  the  stone  in  front  of  the  tomb  rolled  away.  Panic- 
stricken  that  grave  robbers  had  already  been  there  or 
that  authorities  had  removed  his  body  for  their  own 
reasons,  Mary  Magdalen  raced  to  Peter  and  John  to  tell 
them  the  news.  John  and  Peter  ran  to  the  tomb  to  see 
for  themselves.  Now  notice,  the  passage  tells  us  that 
John  saw  and  believed,  but  the  Scripture  is  silent  about 
Peter.  Both  of  them  left  -  Peter  most  probably  confused 


and  exhausted  at  this  new 
development,  but  John, 
perhaps,  knowing  how 
loved  he  was  by  Jesus, 
clung  to  faith  and  hope. 

Mary  Magdalen  was 
outside  the  tomb,  weeping, 
when  Jesus  appeared  to  her 
-  but  she  did  not  recognize 
Him.  She  believed  Him  to  be  dead  and  her  mind  cannot 
process  this  so  quickly.  But  Jesus  called  her  by  name.  The 
sound  of  His  voice,  calling  her  name,  changed  everything. 
Awed  and  overjoyed,  she  became  the  first  evangelist  bring- 
ing the  news  -  "He  is  risen!"  -  to  the  other  disciples. 

That  evening,  Jesus  walked  through  the  door  of  the  build- 
ing where  the  disciples  were  hiding.  He  showed  them  the 
marks  of  His  wounds.  They  believed  andHe  sent  them  forth 
to  bring  this  good  news  to  all. 
Now  ask  yourself: 

1.  Can  you  picture  yourself  as  one  of  these  disciples. 
How  would  you  have  handled  it? 

2.  Would  you  have  believed?  Be  honest!  Here  in  these 
same  verses,  Jesus  speaks  to  us:  "Blessed  are  those 
who  have  not  seen  and  still  believe!"  God  is  speaking 
to  your  heart  in  this  verse.  Ask  Him  for  a  strengthen- 
ing and  deepening  of  your  personal  faith  in  Him. 

3.  Or  would  you  have  been  like  Thomas?  He  wasn't 
with  the  others  when  Jesus  came  and  he  needed 
proof.  Do  you  have  some  of  Thomas'  arguments 
working  in  you  against  faith? 


Whose  faith  is  most  like  yours?  Are  you  like  Peter,  John, 
Mary  Magdalen,  Thomas,  the  other  disciples  present  in  the 
room? 

Easter  is  the  great  season  of  the  resurrection.  There  is 
grace  for  you  to  increase  your  faith  or  to  receive  the  grace 
to  begin  again.  Jesus  never  lies.  His  promises  are  sure!  I 
will  pray  for  you  that  the  gift  of  faith  may  flourish  in  your 

minds  and  hearts.  -  Sister  Ann  Shields 


The  Cape  Fear  Deanery 
invites  you  to  a 

<xxxxx>ooc><x><xxxxxx><> 

Holy  Hour 
Celebrating  the  Year 
for  Priests 

<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx><xx> 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F  Burbidge,  Bishop  of 
Raleigh,  Presiding 

April  30,  7:00  pm 

St  Marks  Catholic  Church 

1011  Eastwood  Road 
Wilmington,  NC  28403 

All  are  welcome  as  we  pray  for  Vocations  to  the 
Priesthood  and  Religious  Life  and  for  the  Sanctifi- 
cation  of  the  Clergy. 

We  count  on  your  presence! 


'.■"jdfc.    Please  pray  for  these  deceased 

PRIESTS  DURING  THE  UPCOMING  MONTHS 

April 

Rev.  Chan  H.  Chase,  1997 
Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Griffin,  1931 
Rev.  James  H.  Tevlin,  1966 
Rev.  Corbin  W.  Ketchersid,  2003 
Rev.  James  F.  Keenan,  1988 
Rev.  Joseph  F.  Gallager,  1946 
Rev.  Francis  J.  McCourt,  1982 
Rev.  Howard  V.  Lane,  1967 

Rev.  Walter  F.  Higgins,  1981 
Msgr.  Cornelius  Murphy,  1954 
Rev.  Guido  John  Carcich,  2002 
Rev.  Michael  W.  Murphy,  1990 
Rev.  Herman  Bosschermuller,  1966 
Msgr.  Charles  Gable,  1977 
Rev.  James  A.  Manley,  1940 

May 

Rev.  Eugene  P.  Carroll,  1937 
Rev.  Henri  Blanc,  1972 
Rev.  Joseph  F.  Bumann,  1989 
Rev.  William  T.  McShea,  1973 
Msgr.  Michael  Francis  O'Keefe,  1994 
Most  Rev.  William  J.  Hafey,  1954 
Rev.  C.  Ralph  Monk,  1985 

Rev.  John  J.  Harper,  2003 
Rev.  James  J.  Noonan,  1992 
Most  Rev.  George  E.  Lynch,  2003 
Rev.  John  A  Beshel,  1955 

June 

Msgr.  John  Roueche,  2000 
Rev.  Edward  L.  Gross,  1963 
Rev.  Hugh  Kennedy,  1968 
Rev.  Philip  B.Edelen,  1944 

Rev.  Msgr.  James  R.  Jones,  2008 
Rev.  Michael  A  Jordan,  S.J.,  1999 
Rev.  Nicholas  Listen,  1955 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Gallagher,  1931 

Knights  of  Columbus 

North  Carolina  State  Council 
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things  to  do: 

Registration  Deadline  for  Catholic  Youth  Convention  is 
March  29.  The  Convention  will  be  held  May  1 4-1  6  at  the 
Greenville  Convention  Center. 

Outdoor  Way  of  the  Cross  With  Candlelight  Proces- 
sion, Good  Friday,  April  2  at  7  p.m.  at  Cardinal  Gibbons  High 


Upcoming  events 
at  Avila  Retreat 
Center 

7 1  1  Mason  Road,  Dur- 
ham. 277 1  2.  To  register 
or  for  more  information, 
call  919.477.1285. 

The  Art  of  Spiritual- 
ity -  The  Spirituality  of 
Art,  April  9-10,  Friday  7  p.m.  -  Saturday  4  p.m.  Does 
your  spirit  drive  your  creative  self  or  does  your  creative 
self  drive  your  spirit?  This  hands-on,  multi-media  art 
retreat  is  all  about  exploring,  pondering,  smiling  and 
relaxing.  Take  a  break  from  the  day  to  day  and  delve 
into  the  lightness  of  artistic  creation.  No  art  experience 
is  needed  to  be  part  of  and  to  enjoy  this  unique  experi- 
ence. Presenters:  Claudia  Fulshaw  and  Lisa  Giannini, 
Durham  artists  and  entrepreneurs.  Donation  $80. 

►►  Go  in  Peace  to  Love  and  Do  What?  Tuesday, 
April  20,  9:30  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  At  the  end  of  e  very  Mass 
we  are  commissioned,  sent  forth.  It  is  the  final  move- 
ment of  the  Eucharist.  This  retreat  day  will  focus  on 
living  out  the  implications  of  our  Eucharistic  spirituality, 
which  is  at  the  heart  of  our  Catholic  faith.  Presenter: 
Rev.  John  Durbin,  Pastor  of  St.  Thomas  More  Catholic 
Church  in  Chapel  Hill.  Ordained  for  over  30  years,  Fr. 
Durbin  has  taught  theology  on  the  graduate  and  un- 
dergraduate levels,  and  has  given  retreats  to  parishes, 
women  Religious  and  permanent  Deacons.  He  has 
been  a  presenter/team  member  of  the  North  American 
Forum  on  the  Catechumenate  for  the  past  22  years. 
Donation  $30. 

Weekend  for  Engaged  Couples,  April  23-25, 
Friday  7  p.m.  -  Sunday  noon.  Contact  Linda  Bedo. 
Director,  Marriage  &  Family  Ministry,  at  91  9.821 .9753 
or  linda.bedo@raldioc.org. 

African  Ancestry  Ministry  &  Evangelization 
Leadership  Retreat,  April  30  -  May  2.  Friday  7  p.m. 
-  Sunday  1  1  a.m.  Contact  Wilena  McPhatter.  Adminis- 
trator, St.  Alphonsus  Center,  252.243.7592. 


School,  1401  Edwards  Mill  Road,  Raleigh,  NC  27607.  Cel- 
ebrant: Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group  for  Women,  April  1 5,  7  p.m.  -  9 
p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27603.  Single  Catholic  women  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-45  who  are  committed  to  praying  for  vocations,  growing 
in  holiness  while  in  the  midst  of  the  world,  and  discerning  the 
call  of  Christ  are  invited  to  the  Vocations  Prayer  Group  for 
Women.  Thursday  evening  meetings  will 
begin  in  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  with 
Adoration  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
at  7  pm  followed  by  Benediction.  At  8 
pm  the  group  will  move  to  the  Office 
of  Vocations  for  fellowship  and  discus- 
sions. Meetings  should  end  by  9  pm. 
Next  group  on  May  20.  Contact  Fr.  Ned 
Shlesinger,  vocations@raldioc.org. 
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Join  us  for 


Priesthood  Discernment  Group, 

April  1  7,  9  a.m.  -  1  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton  Street, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27603.  Adult  Catho- 
lic men  between  the  ages  of  1 7-48 
discerning  a  possible  call  to  Priesthood 
are  invited  to  the  Priesthood  Discern- 
ment Group  meetings  held  on  the  third 
Saturday  of  each  month.  If  you  are 
just  beginning  to  contemplate  a  voca- 
tion or  are  more  serious  about  a  call  to 
priesthood  please  consider  attending 
this  group.  The  Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  provides  a  fraternal  environment 
in  which  to  discuss  your  discernment 
of  a  possible  call  to  Priesthood  with  other  men  who  are  also 
examining  the  call.  The  group  discusses  issues  central  to  the 
call  and  does  so  within  the  context  of  prayer,  presentations,  and 
discussion.  The  morning  begins  with  Mass.  Coffee  and  dough- 
nuts will  be  available  in  the  Office  of  Vocations  (two  doors  down 
from  the  Cathedral)  after  Mass.  Morning  Prayer,  a  discussion/ 
presentation  about  discernment/Priesthood,  Daytime  Prayer, 
and  lunch  follow.  Next  Discernment  Group  May  1 5.  For  more 
information  contact  the  Vocations  Office,  9 1 9.832.6279. 


Saturday,  April  17,2010 
7:00pm-10:00pm 


Quo  Vadis  Group,  April  20,  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral.  High  school  age  boys  are  invited  to 
attend  the  Quo  Vadis  group,  which  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month.  Quo  Vadis  provides  a  fraternal  envi- 
ronment and  an  opportunity  to  gather  for  fellowship,  prayer 
and  a  discussion  on  discernment  and  vocations.  Next  Quo 
Vadis  Group  May  1  1 .  Please  contact  the  Office  of  Voca- 
tions for  more  information  at  919.832.6279. 


Holy  Hour  for  Vocations,  April 
30,  7-8  p.m.  at  St.  Mark  Church  in 
Wilmington.  The  Holy  Hour  for  Voca- 
tions provides  an  opportunity  to  come 
together  as  a  community  and  pray 
before  the  Blessed  Sacrament  for  an 
increase  in  vocations  to  the  Priesthood 
and  Religious  Life.  All  are  invited  to 
join  Bishop  Burbidge  in  this  celebra- 
tion. A  reception  will  follow.  Next  Voca- 
tions Holy  Hour  June  4  at  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel  Church  in  Cary. 


Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Fallon  Center 
$1 0/person  or  $50/table 


Call  236-3370  for  tickets  or 
visit  www.allsaintsacademy.net 


■  All  proceeds  benefil  ASA  buildrna  Hind 


Diocesan  Celebration  of  Adult 
Confirmation,  Sunday  April  25,  3 
p.m.  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church 
in  Raleigh.  The  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge  will  confer  the 
Sacrament  on  those  adults  who  have 
received  the  Sacraments  of  Baptism 
and  Eucharist  and  are  seeking  to 
complete  their  Initiation  through  the 
reception  of  the  Sacrament  of  Confir- 
mation. For  more  information,  please 
contact  your  local  parish  office  or  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  Office  of  Worship  at  91  9-832-6281 . 

Wedding  Anniversary  Mass,  Sunday,  May  2,  3  p.m.  - 
5:30  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart  Church,  300  Dundee  Road, 
Pinehurst,  NC  28374.  Bishop  Burbidge  will  celebrate 
Mass  honoring  those  with  25,  50  or  50+  Anniversaries. 
Registration  is  through  the  couple's  parish.  For  more 
information  contact  Linda  Bedo  at  bedo@raldioc.org  or 
919-821-9753. 


www.DioceseofRaleigh.org 

Visit  your  Diocesan  Web  site  frequently  for  current  stories, 
homilies  and  events,  such  as: 

•  Bishop  Burbidge's  Homily  at  the  North  Carolina 
Pro-Life  Mass  in  Washington,  D.C. 

•  Latest  updates  on  Diocesan  contributions  to  disaster  relief  in  Haiti 

*  Bonus  photo  galleries  of  Diocesan  events  and  liturgies 


Thomas  Awiapo: 

"A  Little  Kindness  Can  Change  the  World" 

The  week  before  Lent,  faithful  in  parishes  and  schools 
around  the  Diocese  heard  a  story  of  resurrection.  Thomas 
Awiapo  was  one  of  four  boys  grow- 
ing up  in  poverty  in  a  small  village  in 
northern  Ghana.  When  all  the  broth- 
ers were  still  children,  their  parents 
died.  "We  fought  one  another  for 
food,"  Awiapo  remembered  sadly.  His 
two  younger  brothers  died  of  malnutri- 
tion; his  older  brother  left  home. 

"One  day  a  Catholic  priest  came 
to  town,"  Awiapo  related.  "They  had 
built  a  school  and  he  wanted  me  to 
go.  I  hated  school.  All  I  wanted  was 
to  survive." 

Then  Awiapo  encountered  Catholic 
Relief  Services  (CRS).  CRS  is  the 
official  international  humanitarian 
agency  of  the  Catholic  Church  in 
the  United  States.  Today  it  alleviates 
suffering  and  provides  assistance  to 
people  in  need  in  more  than  1 00 
countries,  without  regard  to  race, 
religion  or  nationality.  In  Thomas 

Awiapo's  village,  CRS  did  something  he  describes,  with  a 
smile,  as  "very  tricky." 

With  funds  donated  through  CRS'  Operation  Rice  Bowl 
they  organized  a  School  Feeding  Program.  For  Awiapo, 
that  meant  he  could  receive  a  snack  and  a  lunch  every  day     a  life.  It  can  change  the  world." 


St.  Matthew  Church 
Dedicates  New  Building 


by  going  to  school.  Today  the  boy  who  was  "tricked"  into 
getting  an  education  has  a  Masters  Degree  in  Public  Ad- 
ministration, and  he  sees  Operation  Rice  Bowl  as  a  symbol 
of  the  Gospel  of  Love. 
Each  year  at  Lent,  Operation  Rice  Bowl  calls  on  Catholics 
to  pray  with  their  families  and  faith 
communities;  to  fast  in  solidarity  with 
those  who  hunger;  to  learn  more 
about  the  global  community  and  the 
challenges  of  poverty  overseas;  and  to 
give  sacrificial  contributions  to  those 
in  need.  Since  its  beginning  in  1 975, 
Operation  Rice  Bowl  has  raised  more 
than  $191  million  to  fund  CRS'  devel- 
opment projects.  Wth  active  participa- 
tion in  almost  every  Diocese  in  the 
U.S.,  many  communities  and  families 
have  adopted  Operation  Rice  Bowl  as 
a  way  to  observe  Lent. 

Awiapo  says  that  CRS  is  more 
than  a  voice  for  the  poor.  "It  gives  a 
voice  to  the  poor,"  he  says.  "It  gives 
the  poor  the  power  to  ask,  'Why  am 
I  poor?'  It  educates  the  poor  to  help 
themselves." 

Today,  in  addition  to  speaking  for 
CRS  at  Catholic  parishes  and  schools 
throughout  the  U.S.,  Thomas  Awiapo  coordinates  the  CRS 
program  in  Ghana  that  led  to  his  receiving  an  education. 
"Imagine  the  power  of  a  little  snack!"  he  says.  "My  life  hasn't 
been  the  same  since  those  days.  A  little  kindness  can  change 


►►  The  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  celebrated  Holy  Mass 
Sunday,  February  28,  for  the  parish 
community  of  St.  Matthew  Catholic 
Church  in  Durham.  Following  the 
Mass,  Bishop  Burbidge  blessed  the 
newly  constructed  Parish  Center, 
which  culminated  two  years  of  planning 
and  fundraising.  The  6,000  square 
foot  Center  will  meet  the  needs  of  this 
growing  Northern  Durham  community, 
by  providing  office,  meeting  and  social 
gathering  space  to  its  members. 

With  a  land  donation  from  Immacu- 
late Conception  Catholic  Church  in 
Durham  in  1  990,  St.  Matthew  Catho- 
lic Church  has  been  steadily  growing 
from  its  1 00  founding  families  to  450 
families,  highlighted  by  its  diverse  mix 
of  Anglos,  Hispanics,  Vietnamese  and 


**** 

f-f. 


Parishioners  gathered  after  Mass  for  the  dedication  of 
St.  Matthew's  new  parish  center. 


Filipinos.  It  is  also  one  of  the  few  Di- 
ocesan parishes  to  have  a  cemetery, 
Saint  Matthew  Catholic  Cemetery, 
which  was  established  in  1997. 
Among  those  present  at  the  Mass 


and  Dedication  were  St.  Matthew's 
Pastor,  Fr.  Robert  W.  Diegelman;  Fr. 
Robert  Benko,  OFM  Conv.,  Dean  of 
the  Piedmont  Deanery;  and  Msgr.  D. 
Roberto  Keenan. 
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January.  During  a  three-week  period  in  February,  Lewis  Award 
Committee  members  made  unannounced  visits  to  each  Finalist's 
classroom  to  observe  and  interview  the  Finalist.  Three  teams  of 
two  Committee  members  each  will  be  scheduled  to  observe  the 
candidate  at  different  times  and  different  days  to  afford  the  whole 
Committee  the  best  overview  of  the  Finalist. 
The  finalists  included  Mrs.  Nancy  Cooley,  fifth  grade  teacher  at 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  School  in  Raleigh,  and  Mrs.  Marilu  Morse, 
Religion,  Math  and  Science  teacher  for  grades  6  -  8h  at  St. 
Paul  School  in  New  Bern. 

Mrs.  Cooley  has  been  teaching  for  27  years,  22  of  them  at 
Lourdes.  She  has  taught  in  both  public  and  Catholic  schools. 
Mrs.  Cooley  is  active  in  her  school  and  civic  communities, 
serving  as  faculty  representative  on  the  Home-School  Associa- 
tion Board,  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 
She  has  served  on  her  Parish  Council,  as  advisor  to  the  school 
Student  Council,  and  is  active  with  the  Safety  Patrol  and  recycle 
programs  at  Lourdes.  She  resides  in  Wake  Forest,  NC. 

Mrs.  Morse  has  taught  for  27  years,  the  last  20  at  St.  Paul. 
Before  moving  to  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Morse  taught  in  several 
Catholic  schools  in  New  England,  and  was  active  in  Scouting 
programs,  parish  affairs  and  school  math  and  science  competi- 
tions. In  New  Bern,  she  continues  her  active  school,  parish  and 
community  involvement.  With  photography  as  an  interest,  she  is 
associated  with  the  Coastal  Photo  Club  and  serves  as  an  officer 
in  the  organization.  Mrs.  Morse  lives  in  Bridgeton,  NC. 


Nancy  Cooley 


Mrs. 
Frazelle 
described 
herself  as 
"honored, 
blessed 
and  over- 
whelmed" to 
receive  the 

Award.  Asked  what  motivates  her  as  a  teacher,  she  said  without 
hesitation,  "The  children.  They're  the  reason  I  come  to  work  ev- 
ery day.  The  uniqueness  of  each  child,  the  way  they  change  each 
day,  and  having  a  little  something  to  do  with  their  growing  up  in  a 
Catholic  school  setting  —  it's  just  an  incredible  privilege." 

The  Monsignor  Gerald  Lawrence  Lewis  Award  was  initiated  in 
1 992  to  honor  outstanding  educators  in  the  Catholic  Schools  of 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  and  to  recognize,  promote  and  encour- 
age teaching  excellence.  The  Excellence  in  Teaching  Award 
honors  superlative  classroom  teachers,  grades  K-1  2,  who  have 
illustrated  strong  commitment  to  their  students,  colleagues  and 
schools  and  to  their  family,  church  and  civic  communities.  The 
Recipient  of  the  Excellence  in  Teaching  Award  is  an  exceptionally 
skillful,  dedicated  fulltime  teacher.  The  Award  is  presented  on  an 
annual  basis  and  carries  a  monetary  award  to  the  Recipient  and 
to  the  Recipient's  school. 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
will  be  the  Presider  at  a  Celebration  Liturgy  honoring  the  Recipi- 
ent in  her  school's  parish  church  in  late  April. 


Dr.  Paul  Griffiths  Conducts 
Sessions  on  "Charity  in  Truth" 
Encyclical 

►►  More  than  200  members  of  parish 
staffs  from  54  churches  joined  members 
of  the  Diocesan  Catholic  Center  to  hear 
a  presentation  by  Dr.  Paul  Griffiths  on 
Pope  Benedict  XVI's  2009  encyclical, 
Caritas  in  Veritate  (Charily  in  Truth).  Dr. 
Griffiths,  the  Wlliam  K.  Warren  Founda- 
tion Professor  of  Catholic  Theology  at 
Duke  Divinity  School,  offered  the  session 
twice;  on  February  24  at  Our  Lady 
of  Lourdes  Church  in  Raleigh  and  on 
February  27  at  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe 
Church  in  Newton  Grove. 

The  presentation  was  sponsored  by 
the  Diocesan  Offices  of  Catholic  Forma- 
tion and  Evangelization  and  Catholic 
Charities  to  assist  parishes  in  incorporat- 
ing the  encyclical  into  parish  life  and  to 
help  the  faithful  understand  and  embrace 
the  document. 

Dr.  Griffiths  pointed  out  that  the  encyc- 
lical, the  third  by  the  Holy  Father,  is  "the 
longest  and  most  difficult  conceptually  as 


well  as  organizationally  in  its  attempt  to 
cover  just  about  everything  in  Catholic 
social  doctrine." 

The  basic  subject  of  the  encyclical,  Dr. 
Griffiths  explained,  is  "integral  human 
development  as  a  work  of  love."  The 
meaning  of  "human  development"  in  the 
context  of  Catholic  teaching  means  our 
movement  toward  the  purpose  for  which 
we  were  created,  to  move  ever  closer  to 
God  and  finally  to  see  Him  face  to  face. 
That  development,  the  Church  teaches, 
affects  every  human  social  relationship, 
from  one's  family  to  one's  role  as  a  citi- 
zen of  the  earth.  After  placing  itself  in  the 
long  tradition  of  Catholic  Social  teaching, 
Caritas  in  Veritate  explores  how  the  con- 
cept of  truth  in  charity  -  justice  and  love 
together  -  should  guide  the  response  of 
the  Church,  and  of  Catholics,  to  all  the 
significant  social  and  political  issues  of 
our  time. 

In  his  one-hour  presentation,  Dr. 
Griffiths  divided  the  encyclical  into  eight 
components,  providing  insight  into  topics 
such  as  "Globalism's  Ambiguity,"  "The 
Common  Good,"  "Technology  in  Gen- 


eral and  Biotechnology  in  Particular,"  and 
"Thinking  Justice  and  Love  Together!' 

Following  the  presentation,  those  in 
attendance  asked  questions  and  partici- 
pated in  discussions  about  how  best  to 
teach  and  implement  the  principles  of  the 
encyclical  in  their  parishes. 

Dr.  Griffith's  presentation,  divided 
into  its  eight  parts,  is  available  on  the 
Diocesan  Web  site  at  http://www. 
dioceseofraleigh.org/video/diocesan- 
news.aspx?id=1 97.  A  DVD  copy  of  Dr 
Griffiths'  talk  is  available  by  contact- 
ing the  Diocesan  Communications 
Department  in  care  of  anjanette.wiley@ 
raldioc.org. 


"Many  Parts  Work  Together  in  Christ" 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena,  Tarboro 


The  Catholic  parish  in  the 
beautiful,  rural  town  of 
Tarboro,  N.C.,  is  named 
for  the  patron  saint  of  one 
who  literally  became  a  saint.  The  town 
was  incorporated  in  1760,  but  the 
first  Catholics  didn't  arrive  until  1844 
and  their  number  grew  only  slowly. 
Father  Thomas  Price  recognized 
mission  territory  when  he  saw  it, 
though,  and  in  1892  he  accepted  a  gift 
of  $500  from  Sister  Katharine  Drexel 
(now  Saint  Katharine  Drexel)  for  a 
mission  church.  The  town  donated 
land,  and  the  frame  church  built  on 
it  was  blessed  in  1898  and  named  in 
honor  of  the  benefactress'  patron,  St. 
Catherine  of  Siena. 


In  1929  a  new 
church  and 


rec- 


tory were 

dedicated  by  Bishop  William  J. 
Hafey,  and  in  1934  St.  Cath- 
erine became  a  parish  with  its 
first  resident  pastor,  Father 
Richard  E.  Barret.  The  official 
parish  history  describes  this 
second  church  as  "charming  but 
extremely  small.  A  parishioner 
once  commented  that  We  could 
not  have  a  funeral  or  a  wedding 
in  the  church  because  neither 
the  casket  nor  the  wedding 
party  could  get  down  the  aisle."' 

The  current  church  began  as 
the  funeral  chapel  of  Carlisle 
Funeral  Home.  When  the  fu- 
neral home  relocated  in  1979, 
the  chapel  was  trucked  through 
downtown  to  the  church  prop- 
erty. Sister  Mary  Ann  Czaja,  of 
the  Sisters  of  St.  Agnes,  had 
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come  to  Tar- 
boro in  the 
'60s  to  work 
with  the  poor, 
and  she  secured 
the  altar  for  the  new 
church  from  her  convent  in 
Wisconsin. 

In  the  ensuing  years  St.  Cath- 
erine was  served  by  Passionist 
and  Redemptorist  priests,  as 
well  as  priests  of  the  Diocese. 
The  current  pastor,  Father  Mac 
Raffo,  began  his  priestly  forma- 
tion in  the  Diocese  of  Camden, 
New  Jersey.  He  traveled  to 
North  Carolina  in  1996  to  be 
near  his  mother  (who  has  since 
passed  away)  and  because  he 
recognized  the  growing  need 
for  priests  in  the  South.  The 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  sent  him  to 
Mexico  to  learn  Spanish,  and 
after  his  ordination  in  1998  he 
became  especially  involved  in 


Hispanic  ministry. 

Today  more  than  half  of  the  120 
families  registered  at  St.  Catherine 
are  Latino,  but,  Father  Raffo  ex- 
plains, "We  also  have  a  solid  core 
of  Anglos  and  African  Ameri- 
cans, without  whose  support  we 
could  not  continue  the  mission 
of  Christ  here  at  St.  Catherine." 
Edgecombe  County  has  experi- 
enced more  prosperous  times; 
many  of  the  businesses  that  were 
bringing  growth  and  jobs  in  the 
'80s  have  closed  or  relocated. 

Still,  a  look  at  the  parish  di- 
rectory shows  a  lively,  diverse 
and  faith-filled  community. 
"The  Church  is  broader  than 
any  single  person,  nation,  race 
or  parish,"  Father  Raffo  says. 
"Yet  it  is  the  parish  where  the 
Church,  as  the  Body  of  Christ, 
becomes  visible.  Many  parts 
work  together  centered  in 
Christ." 
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Bishop 
Peter  J.  Jugis 
Charlotte 


Let  your  Catholic  Voice  be  heard! 

Be  one  of  thousands  of  Catholic  voices  that  help  our  elected  representa- 
tives understand  and  consider  the  Catholic  perspective  on  matters  of 
public  policy. 

In  2009,  Catholic  Voice  NC  participants  were  instrumental  in  several  bills 
that  had  significant  implications  for  our  state  and  nation. 

Catholic  Voice  NC  is  an  e-mail  based  system  that  allows  participants  to 
receive  information  about  proposed  bills  and  then  choose  whether  or  not 
they  wish  to  voice  their  position  on  those  bills  to  their  legislators. 

The  system  is  user-friendly  and  simple  to  use. 
Join  Catholic  Voice  NC  by  visiting  www.CatholicVoiceNC.org 
The  NC  Legislature  convenes  on  May  12,  2010. 


Bishop 
Michael  F.  Burbidge 
Raleigh 


"Just  Hving  here  is 


Nancy  Gates,  Pennybyrn  resident  since  2008.  ~ 


For  author,  painter  Nancy  Gates,  Pennybyrn 
retirement  living  is  a  wonderful  muse.  "This 
is  truly  worry-free  retirement  living,  with 
everything  I  need,  from  delicious  dining  to 
wonderful  programs.  No  yard  work,  no  chores. 
I'm  free  to  indulge  in  my  favorite  pastimes. 
And  I  love  my  view  of  the  lake  and  woods. 
Pennybyrn  is  the  friendliest  neighborhood  I've 
ever  lived  in... there's  a  very  special  spirit." 
For  Nancy,  there  are  no  limits.  "Living  here 
truly  expands  your  life.  1  love  it!" 

You  too  can  be  inspired.  Call  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 
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Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
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Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
Invites  you  to  Attend  the  Annual  Diocesan 


Sunday 
May  2,  2010 
3:00  pm 

Sacred  Heart 

Catholic  Church 
Pinehurst,  North  Carolina 


Please  RSVP 

TO  YOUR 

PARISH 

By  Friday, 
April  23, 2010 


www.dioceseofraleigh.org/anniversary 
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from    the  bishop 


In  All  Our  Vocations, 

May  We  Live  With  Jesus 


All  of  us  who  are  baptized  in  Christ  Jesus  share  a 
common  vocation:  to  grow  in  holiness  so  that  we 
may  live  with  the  Lord  both  now  and  forever.  The 
Lord  our  God  also  invites  us  to  respond  to  this  call 
in  and  through  particular  vocations,  all  of  which  are  gifts  from 
God  to  strengthen  the  Church,  the  Body  of  Christ. 

At  special  moments  in  the  life  of  the  Church,  we  celebrate 
both  the  vocations  of  married  life  and  ordination  to  the 
Priesthood,  as  we  will  in  our  Diocese  in  May  and  June.  One 
of  my  favorite  celebrations  is  the  Wedding  Anniversary  Mass 
when  I  gather  with  married  couples  in  our  Diocese  who  are 
celebrating  25,  50  and  50-plus  years  of  faithful  married  love. 


At  the  Mass,  we  give  praise  and  thanks  to  God 
who  called  and  united  these  couples  as  husband 
and  wife.  We  also  express  profound  gratitude 
to  the  couples  for  their  cooperation  with  God's 
graces  and  for  the  example  and  witness  of  their 
lives.  They  are  signs  to  us  of  the  love  that  Our 
Lord  Jesus  has  for  His  Bride,  the  Church:  a  love 
that  is  permanent,  faithful,  sacrificial,  fruitful  and 
life  giving.  In  this  way,  they  respond  to  the  Lord's 

command, 

I  encourage  all  our  married  Love  one 

.      .  ...  . .  another  as  I 

couples  to  answer  this  question,    have  loved 
"What  have  you  done  for  you 
your  marriage  today?"  In  n9ht  of 

the  many 
H    demands  and 
pressures  of 

our  society  and  of  family  life,  married  couples 
often  find  it  difficult  to  focus  on  the  daily 
renewal  of  their  love.  Thus,  I  encourage  all 
our  married  couples  to  answer  this  question, 
"What  have  you  done  for  your  marriage 
today?"  In  fact,  I  refer  you  to  the  United  States 
Catholic  Conference  of  Bishops  web  site  for 
rich  resources  that  may  help  you  to  respond  to 
that  question.  Perhaps  you  can  be  renewed  in 
your  commitment  to  pray  together  each  day  so 
that  you  remain  in  the  Lord's  love;  to  find  quiet 
moments  to  share  the  joys  and  challenges  you 
experience;  to  make  time  to  do  the  things  you 
enjoy  together  and  to  express  in  word  and  deed 
the  love  you  have  for  one  another.  Dear  married 


couples,  you  are  often  consumed,  thank  God,  in 
doing  things  for  others.  Yet,  it  remains  essential 
that  you  ask  yourselves,  "What  have  we  done 
for  our  marriage  today?" 

In  May  and  June  we  also  celebrate  in  our 
Diocese  the  Sacrament  of  Holy  Orders.  I  will 
be  blessed  to  ordain  a  new  priest,  John  Victor 
Gournas.  Please  pray  that  he  will  remain  ever 
faithful  to  his  call  and  will  "set  before  God's 
family  the  paschal  meal;  lead  God's  people 
in  charity;  nourish  them  with  His  Word  and 
renew  them  through  the  Sacraments"  (From: 
Preface  for  Ordination).  I  will  also  be  blessed  to  ordain 
Brendan  Buckler  to  the  Transitional  Diaconate 
and,  God  willing,  to  the  Priesthood  next  year. 

Our  Diocese  will  also  celebrate  with  the 
Ordination  of  fifteen  new  Permanent  Deacons. 
They  will  be  a  special  gift  to  our  Diocese  and 
the  entire  Church.  We  join  together  in  extending 
sincere  congratulations  to  them,  their  spouses, 
families  and  all  who  have  participated  in  their 
formation  and  training.  With  God's  grace  may 
they  "help  the  Bishop  and  his  priests  in  the 
ministry  of  the  Word,  of  the  Eucharist  and  of 
Charity,  showing  themselves  to  be  servants  of 

all"  (From:  Rite  of  Ordination  of  Deacons). 

May  this  be  a  grace  filled-time  for  our 
married  couples,  priests,  deacons  and  all  of  us 
so  that  we  may  be  renewed  in  our  vocations 
and  the  promises  we  have  made  to  the  Lord, 
His  Church  and  one  another.  Through  the 
intercession  of  Mary  our  Mother,  may  we  live 
with  her  Son  now  and  forever. 
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Healing  Waters, 
Helping  Hands 
►►  Two  Catholic  school 
teachers  change  lives 
by  sharing  the  sport 
they  love 


Young  Adults  Reflect  on 
Honduras  Mission  Trip 


For  the  tenth  anniversary 
of  the  Diocesan  Young  Adult 
Mission  Trip,  February  27 
-  March  6,  2010,  the  team 
members  selected  the  theme, 
"Go  out  into  the  deep"  (Luke 
5:4).  For  many  of  the  1  9 
enthusiastic  missionaries, 
this  truly  meant  entering  into 
uncharted  waters.  Read  their 
story  here. 


el    hispano  Catolico 


from  the  Bishop 

2  In  All  Our  Vocations, 
May  We  Live  With  Jesus 

-  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 

since  you  asked  ... 

8  Theology  or  Embryology? 

-  Father  Tadeusz  Pacholczyk 

from  the  editor 

9  After  Confirmation,  What  Next? 

-  Rich  Reece 

saint  of  the  month 

1 0  St.  Florian  of  Lorch 

voices  in  our  church 

1 1  The  Month  of  Our  Lady 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  Hadden 

11  El  mes  de  mayo  y  la  Virgen  Maria 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


year  for  priests 

22  Bishops,  Priests  Renew 

Commitment  at  2010  Chrism  Mass 


parish  profile 

28  A  Pilgrim  Church,  Our  Lady  of 
the  Rosary,  Louisburg  -  Rich  Reece 


IO  'Ya  Que  usted  lo 
O  pregunta! 
►►  Querido  lector 
de  NCC:  Etica  y 
"Correccion"  de 
Defectos 
Mitocondriales 

-  Padre  Tad  Pacholczyk 
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Obispo 
Burbidge 
►►  Vivamos  con  Jesus 
en  nuestra  vocacion 

-  Obispo  Michael  F.  Burbidge 


p  mes,  apostles  May  3  |  Blessed  Damien  Joseph  de  Veuster  of  Moloka'i,  martyr  May  1 0 1  Ss.  Nereus  and  Achilleus,  martyrs;  St.  Pancras,  martyr  May  1 2  |  Ascension  of  the  Lord  May  1 3 
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The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  will 
ordain  fifteen  Permanent  Deacons  for  the  Diocese  on  June 
26th  at  10  a.m.  at  Sacred  Heart  Catholic  Church  in  Pinehu- 
rst,  NC.  For  the  men,  the  ordination  is  the  culmination  of  a 
five-year  formation  and  discernment  process.  During  this  time  the  men 
were  instituted  in  the  ministries  of  Acolyte  and  Lector,  respectively,  with 
intervals  of  time  for  formation  between  all  three  stages.  NCC  asked  all  the 
candidates  to  tell  readers  something  about  themselves  and  their  families. 


Candidate 
Michael  B. 
Alig 

Age:  43 
DOB:  August 
28,  1966 
Family:  Mar- 
ried to  Danae; 
children,  Benja- 
min, Milan  and 
Michelle. 

Education:  BS-  Biology  from  NCSU,  MBA 

from  UNC  Greensboro. 

Work  Experience:  Pharmaceutical  Sales  and 

Management. 

Parish  Ministries:  Finance  Council,  RCIA, 
Liturgical  ministry  training  and  scheduling, 
Communion  to  the  sick,  Operation  Harvest. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Woodworking,  Hunt- 
ing and  fishing,  poultry  hobbyist  with  my  son 
Parish  now  attending:  St.  Catherine  of 
Siena,  Wake  Forest. 


Candidate 

Waiter 

Calabrese 


Age:  40 
DOB:  August 
31,  1969 
Family:  Mar- 
ried Amy; 
daughters  Lori 
and  Leeza. 

Education:  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Profes- 
sional Aeronautics;  minor  in  Aviation/Aero- 
space Safety  from  Embry-Riddle  Aeronautical 


University,  Daytona  Beach  Florida 

Master  of  Arts  in  Pastoral  Theology  from  St. 
Joseph's  College,  Standish,  ME. 

Doctor  of  Education  (Ed.D.);  concentration 
Higher  Education  Leadership;  currently  pursu- 
ing through  Northcentral  University;  candidacy 
expected  December  2010;  expected  conferral 
December  201  2. 

Work  Experience:  United  States  Marine 
Corps,  1  987-2007.  I  am  a  retired  Gunnery 
Sergeant. 

July  1 ,  2007  to  present:  Havelock  Campus 
Chair  for  Craven  Community  College.  I  work 
with  the  Dean  of  the  College  to  incorporate  the 
curriculum  schedule,  hire  and  evaluate  adjunct 
instructors,  and  I  also  instruct  World  Religions, 
Introduction  to  New  Testament,  Introduction  to 
Old  Testament,  Critical  Thinking,  and  Introduc- 
tion to  Philosophy. 

Parish  Ministries:  Sacristan,  Havelock  Minis- 
terial Association,  Hospital/homebound  visitor, 
Director  of  RCIA,  Lector,  Acolyte. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  I  enjoy  spending 
time  with  my  family,  just  being  together  in 
our  home  is  a  wonderful  time  for  me;  we  had 
our  first  family  vacation  in  2007  and  we  all 
agree  a  few  more  of  those  would  be  great.  I 
enjoy  learning,  especially  learning  more  about 
our  faith;  I  would  rather  read  a  good  text  on 
Christology  than  any  other  subject.  I  enjoy 
catechizing  our  faith,  and  visiting  with  those 
who  are  either  in  the  hospital  or  unable  to 
leave  their  house.  Most  importantly  however, 
is  continuing  to  deepen  my  relationship  with 
God  and  being  allowed  to  assist  others  to  do 
the  same. 

Parish  now  attending:  Annunciation,  Have- 
lock, NC. 
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Candidate 
Michel  du  Sablon 


life 


Age:  58 

DOB:  April  26,  1952 
Family:  Married  to  Lou- 
ise; children  Sara,  Xavier, 
Gabriel,  Augustin,  Sebastien, 
Lydia,  Raphael,  Felix,  Matthias, 
Dominique,  Laurence;  grand- 
children Maddie,  Emma,  Leo. 
Education:  BSc  -  Physics,  Concordia  University,  Montreal, 
Quebec,  Canada. 

Work  Experience:  Computer  programming,  teaching  English 
and  French. 

Parish  Ministries:  All  ministries  save  cantoring. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  J.S.  Bach;  Carmelite  Studies;  phys- 
ics; organic  gardening;  raising  livestock. 
Parish  now  attending:  Saint  Therese  of  Lisieux,  Wilson,  NC. 


Candidate  Frederick 
M.  (Rick)  Fisher,  Jr. 


Age:  58 

DOB:  October  1 9,  1951. 
Family:  Married  to  Shirley; 
daughters  Keisha,  Stephanie, 
Camille;  granddaughter 
Anika;  Mother:  Anna  Wynn 
Fisher;  7  brothers  and  sisters, 
one  deceased. 

Education:  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Business  Administration; 
Registered  Radiologic  Technologist  (RTR)  with  the  ARRT 
(American  Registry  of  Radiologic  Technologists). 
Work  Experience:  Presently:  Director  of  Imaging  Services 
for  CarolinaEast  Health  System,  New  Bern,  NC;  Previously: 
Manager  of  Craven  Diagnostic  Center,  New  Bern. 
Parish  Ministries:  Gospel  Choir,  AAMEN,  Parish  Finance 
Committee,  Knights  of  Columbus,  Eucharistic  Minister,  Steward- 
ship Committee,  Social  Justice  Committee,  Lector. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Gardening/Working  in  the  yard,  read- 
ing, bicycling. 

Parish  now  attending:  St.  Paul,  New  Bern,  NC. 


Candidate  Joseph 
Pius  Piyasiri  Gabriel 

■  I 

1  m 

Age:  63 

DOB:  January  1 3,  1 947. 
Family:  Married  to  Dr. 
Mary  E.  Gabriel;  daughter 
Malina;  brothers  Dr.  George 
E.  Gabriel,  Pragash  Gabriel; 
six  sisters,  all  married  with 
children.  (One  lives  in  Sri 

Education:  MS  in  International  Relations;  MS  in  Industrial 
Engineering. 

Work  Experience:  Lt.  Col.  USAF  Retired,  26  years;  Director, 
Moore  County  Airport  Authority;  Executive  Director,  Brothers  of 
the  Poor,  Public  Charity. 

Parish  Ministries:  Parish  Council  Member;  President,  African 
Ancestry  Ministry  and  Evangelization;  Prison  Ministry,  Hoke 
County  Jail;  Eucharistic  Minister  at  St.  Joseph  of  the  Pines  and 
Knollwood;  Knights  of  Columbus,  4th  degree. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Equine  sports  including  Carriage 
Driving;  boating,  sculpture,  farming,  mentoring  Junior  Air  Force 
Officers,  lobbying  for  Human  Rights  in  third  world  countries, 
environmental  protection. 

Parish  now  attending:  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  Southern  Pines, 
NC 


Candidate  Frank  Tart 
Jones,  III 

Age:  59 

DOB:  January  1 1,  1951 
Family:  Married  to  Barbara; 
children  Andrew  and  Allison; 
grandchildren  Wilson,  Gentry 
and  Andrew. 

Education:  BS  in  Business 
Administration. 

V 

Work  Experience:  U.S.  Navy  Submarine  Service;  Mc 
Donald's  Corporation;  currently  owner  of  The  Soda  Shoppe  in 
downtown  Edenton. 

Parish  Ministries:  Confirmation  teacher,  RC  I A  facilitator, 
Lector,  Altar  Server,  Visiting  the  sick,  Knights  of  Columbus. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Fishing,  reading,  traveling. 
Parish  now  attending:  St.  Anne,  Edenton,  NC. 


Candidate  Juan  Alex- 
ander Vicent  Martinez 


Lanka  and  one  in  Canada  and  others  in  the  USA.) 


Age:  37 

DOB:  June  27,  1972  (Cara- 
cas, Venezuela) 
Family:  Married  to  Mirla  Yac- 
queline  Rodriguez;  children 
Gabriel,  Wesley,  Patrick. 
Education: 
T.S.U.  Informatica. 
Work  Experience:  Account  Manager,  Office  clerk,  Administra- 
tive assistant,  Interpreter/  translator  in  a  dental  office. 
Parish  Ministries:  Outreach  through  Jail  Ministry,  Hospital, 
Homebound  ministry;  Acolyte,  Lector,  Liturgical  Ministries 
formation,  Catechesis,  Baptismal  preparation,  workshop 
facilitator. 

Hobbies:  Reading,  listening  to  music,  watching  movies,  family 
games.  Interests:  Religion,  community  service,  sports  ,  Special 
children  (Down  syndrome,  Spina  Bifida). 
Parish  now  attending:  St.  Francis  de  Sales,  Lumberton,  NC. 
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local  news 


Candidate  Patrick 
Mcllmoyle 


1 
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Age:  51 

DOB:  December  1 1,1958 
Family:  Married  to  Robin; 
daughter  and  son-in-law, 
Rebecca  and  Ricky  Perez 
who  live  in  Raleigh  with 
granddaughter  Sofia;  son, 
Daniel,  a  senior  at  NC  State; 
daughter,  Katie,  a  freshman  at  UNCW. 
Education:  BA  Philosophy  from  Catholic  University  of  America 
in  1  980.  BS  in  Computer  Engineering  from  NC  State  Univer- 
sity in  1  997. 

Work  Experience:  1 980-1 984,  United  States  Marine  Corps; 
1  984  -  Present,  IBM  Corporation. 
Parish  Ministries:  Prison  Ministry;  Adult  Faith  Formation; 
Middle  School  Faith  Formation;  Immigration  Reform  advocacy. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  I  like  working  with  computers.  Our  first 
computer  was  an  IBM  PC  Jr.  Currently  we  have  an  Apple  iMac. 

With  two  brothers-in-law,  we  have  a  goal  of  backpacking  the 
whole  2,1  50-mile  Appalachian  Trail  in  sections.  We  have  com- 
pleted 5  years,  backpacking  2  weeks  each  year  and  have  gone 
over  700  miles.  We  think  we  will  finish  in  9  more  years. 
Parish  now  attending:  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  Raleigh 


Candidate 
Emilio  Mejia 


Education:  Ball  State  University,  Muncie,  IN,  Music  Edu- 
cation. 

Work  Experience:  Youth  Ministry  Coordinator,  Saint  Pat- 
rick Church,  Fayetteville,  NC  -  2005  to  present; 

Administrative  Asst,  Saint  Patrick  Church,  Fayetteville, 
NC  -  2000  to  2005; 

Real  Estate  Sales  Agent,  Fayetteville,  NC  -  1  996  to 
2001; 

Restaurant  Management,  4  states  -  1  978  to  1  996 
Parish  Ministries:  Youth  Ministry,  Parish  Choir,  Cantor, 
Lector,  Stewardship,  Respect  Life,  Home  Works  Mission, 
any  outreach  concerning  shelter  and  hunger. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Carpentry,  music,  social  justice, 
technology,  woodworking. 

Parish  now  attending:  Saint  Patrick,  Fayetteville,  NC. 


Age:  57 

DOB:  September  25,  1952 
Family:  Married  to  Margarita; 
daughters  lliana  Beatriz  and 
Daisy  Geraldina;  son  Cesar 
Aristides;  grandchildren  Bi- 
anka  Jasmine  and  Michael 
Donovan. 
Education:  High  School. 
Work  Experience:  Electrician. 
Parish  Ministries:  Acolyte,  Lector,  Eucharist  Minister. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Soccer,  Basketball. 
Parish  now  attending:  St.  Stephen  the  First  Martyr,  Sanford, 
NC. 


Candidate 

Vincent 

Mescall 


Age:  56 

DOB:  March  1  9,  1  954 
Family:  Married  to  Sue; 
children  Andrea,  Vince,  Jr., 
and  Sarah;  grandchildren 
Kenady,  Liam,  Reghan,  and 
Camden. 


If* 


Candidate 
Patrick 
Pel  key 


Age:  52 

DOB:  August  6,  1957 
Family:  Married  to  Lynn; 
children  Rebecca,  Stepha- 
nie and  Kevin;  grandson 
Benjamin. 

Education:  Master  of  Sci- 
ence -  NC  State  University. 

Work  Experience:  >  20  year  IT  Project  Management, 
currently  work  for  First  Citizens  Bank  as  a  Sr.  Project 
Manager. 

Parish  Ministries:  Hospital  and  Assisted  Living  Facili- 
ties Ministries,  Catechist  and  RCIA  Sponsor,  Lector  and 
Eucharistic  Minister,  Prison  Ministry. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Skiing,  Travel,  Guitar. 
Parish  now  attending:  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  Cary, 
NC. 


Candidate 

Ronald 

Soriano 


Age:  58 

DOB:  December  9,  1  951 
Family:  Married  to  Diane; 
children  Christopher,  Cath- 
erine and  Carina;  father 
Pellegrino;  brothers  Robert 
and  Victor. 


Education:  Bachelor  of  Engineering,  Master  of  Science  in 
Systems  Management. 

Work  Experience:  Assistant  Store  Manager  for  a  "Cata- 
log Showroom"  retail  store  for  2  years;  US  Air  Force 
pilot  and  maintenance  officer  for  8.5  years;  and  quality 
engineer/manager,  channel  development  engineer,  optical 
engineer,  business  development  manager,  product  line 
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manager,  and  services  sales  leader  for  IBM  for  26  years 
2  months. 

Parish  Ministries:  Currently  -  Marriage  preparation, 
Stewardship  Committee,  Diocesan  Council  on  Ecumen- 
ism, Ordinary  Minister  of  the  Eucharist,  Permanent  Reader, 
regular  adorer  at  our  Adoration  Chapel.  Formerly  -  Par- 
ish Council,  RCIA,  school's  technology  committee,  Youth 
Group  and  Confirmation  Preparation  teacher,  volunteer 
for  Science  Olympiad,  Habitat  for  Humanity  supervisor, 
Center  for  Volunteer  Care  Giving  leader. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Currently  -  Completing  my 
fifth  year  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  Permanent  Deacon- 
ate  formation  program,  Travel,  Computer  repair/recycling, 
Chaplain/Firefighter/Medical  Responder  for  Bay  Leaf 
Volunteer  Fire  Department  (Wake  County,  NC),  car  repair, 
house  renovation.  Formerly  -  BSA  Assistant  Scout  Master 
and  Tiger  Cub  leader,  aviation,  boating. 
Parish  now  attending:  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Raleigh, 
NC. 


Candidate 
Gary  Cole 
Stemple 


Age:  58 

DOB:  April  24,  1952 
Family:  Married  to  Pauline; 
daughters  Jennifer  Sims, 
Karla  Frankart;  grandchil- 
dren William  Sims  and 
Hannah  Frankart. 
Education:  Bachelor  of  Music  Education  and  Bachelor 
of  Music  Theory  and  Composition  -  Bowling  Green  State 
University;  Masters  of  School  Administration  -  Fayetteville 
State  University. 

Work  Experience:  Teacher,  Cumberland  County  Schools, 
1  988  -  1  998;  Assistant  Principal  -  Cumberland  County 
Schools,  1  998  -  present. 

Parish  Ministries:  Acolyte,  Lector,  MC,  EXO,  RCIA 
Team,  Sick  and  Homebound,  Jail  Ministry. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Reading,  grandchildren, 
and  golf. 

Parish  now  attending:  Good  Shepherd,  Hope  Mills,  NC. 


Candidate 

Bradley 

Watkins 


Age:  40 

DOB:  May  28,  1970 
Family:  Married  to 
Chantal;  children:  Liliane, 
Therese,  Isaac,  Samuel, 
and  Mary  Frances. 
Education:  NCSU: 
Bachelor  of  Environmental  Design  in  Graphic  Design, 


Bachelor  of  Environmental  Design  in  Art  and  Design; 
UNC-CH:  Master  of  Fine  Arts  (painting). 
Work  Experience:  After  graduation  from  NCSU 
in  1  993,  I  founded  the  Antfarm,  an  artists'  studio  in 
downtown  Raleigh,  where  I  spent  a  couple  of  years 
painting  before  graduate  school.  After  graduate 
school  I  taught  classes  at  UNC  Chapel  Hill  (Studio 
Art)  and  NCSU  (College  of  Design).  I  also  worked 
for  a  number  of  years  (since  college)  in  construction, 
theater  and  set  design,  before  ultimately  becoming  a 
part  owner  of  a  Design/Build  company  in  Raleigh.  In 
2001 ,  I  began  teaching  art  at  Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School.  In  2008  I  began  service  in  the  Diocesan 
Catholic  Center. 

Parish  Ministries:  Hospital  apostolate,  Lector,  Acolyte. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Primary  interests  are 
faith  and  family.  Hobbies  include  art,  woodworking, 
landscaping,  ultimate  frisbee,  hiking,  camping  and 
hunting. 

Parish  now  attending:  St.  Joseph,  Raleigh 


Candidate 
Mark  Alan 
Westrick 


Age:  44 

DOB:  July  21,  1965 
Family:  Married  to 
Lori;  children  Derek 
(deceased),  Dylan  and 
Diana. 

Education:  BS  Ed.  in 

Rehabilitation  Counseling. 

Work  Experience:  20+  years  working  with  adults  and 
children  with  developmental  disabilities.  Currently  the 
Administrator  for  RHA  Health  Services,  Benson  Unit. 
Parish  Ministries:  Baptismal  Preparation, 
Confirmation  Catechist,  Youth  Ministry  Volunteer, 
Bereavement  Ministry,  Sick  and  Homebound  Ministry, 
Pastoral  Council,  Knight  of  Columbus. 
Hobbies  and  Interests:  Reading,  History,  Cooking 
and  Baking,  Tennis,  Refinishing  wood  furniture,  fishing. 
Avid  Pittsburgh  Steeler  fan. 
Parish  now  attending:  Saint  Stephen  the  First 
Martyr,  Sanford,  NC. 


www.Diocese 
ofRaleigh.org 

(ffis  Visit  your 
*£?  Diocesan  Web 
site  frequently  for 
current  stories, 
homilies  and  events. 


sri,  priest  May  26  |  St.  Augustine  of  Canterbury,  bishop  May  27  |  Solemnity  of  the  Holy  Trinity  May  30 1  Feast  of  the  Visitation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  May  31 


since    you  asked 


Dear  NCC: 

Theology  or  Embryology? 


Embryonic  stem  cell  researchers  typically  marshal 
several  arguments  to  encourage  public  approval  and 
funding  for  their  research,  which  requires  the  direct 
destruction  of  5-7  day  old  human  embryos.  One  ar- 
gument runs  like  this:  "Well,  that's  your  feeling  about  embryos, 
your  narrow  religious  viewpoint,  and  you  shouldn't  impose  that 
on  me.  Your  sentiments  about  embryos  are  different  than  mine, 
and  we're  all  entitled  to  our  own  sentiments  and  opinions."  This 
pervasive  argument  has  embedded  itself  in  the  modern  American 
mind  to  a  remarkable  degree,  and  has  been  used  quite  effectively 
to  justify  embryonic  sacrifice  by  many  researchers. 


At  its  root,  advocates  take  a  scientific  question  and 
turn  it  into  a  religious  one.  Once  it  falls  into  the  cat- 
egory of  religious  mystagogy,  it  can  be  dismissed  out- 
of-hand  as  irrelevant  to  public  policy  and  discourse. 
Embryonic  stem  cell  researcher  Dr.  Doug  Melton 
at  Harvard  recently  took  exactly  this  tack  when  he 
spoke  with  the  New  York  Times:  "This  is  all  about 
differing  religious  beliefs.  1  don't  believe  I  have  the 
right  to  tell  others  when  life  begins.  Science  doesn't 
have  the  answer  to  that  question;  it's  metaphysical." 
With  that  sleight  of  hand,  he  sought  to  transform 
embryology  into  theology.  The  fact  is,  of  course,  that 
the  statement,  "a  human  embryo  is  a  human  kind  of 
being"  does  not  depend  on  religion  any  more  than 
the  statement  "a  cow  embryo  is  a  cow  kind  of  being" 
does.  Science,  quite  apart  from  any  narrow,  dogmatic 
religion,  affirms  dogmatically  that  human  embryos 
are  human  beings,  rather  than  zebra  or  cow  beings. 
Science,  quite  apart  from  religious  dogma,  affirms 
dogmatically  that  every  person  walking  around  in 
the  world  was  once  an  embryo.  This  scientific  dogma 
admits  of  no  exceptions  and  is  absolute.  So  while 
science  makes  it  clear  that  human  embryos  are  hu- 
man beings,  religion  steps  in  after  that  fact  to  speak 
to  the  question  of  whether  it  is  correct  that  all  human 
beings  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way,  or  whether 
it  is  OK  to  discriminate  against  some  in  the  interests 
of  others.  Yet  even  here,  religion  is  not  necessary  to 
understand  the  real  moral  issue.  For  example,  we 
don't  need  religion  to  understand  that  discriminating 
against  some  classes  of  humans  based  on  their  skin 
color  is  wrong.  Similarly,  we  don't  need  religion  to 
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understand  that  discriminating 
against  some  classes  of  humans 
based  on  their  size  or  young  age 
is  wrong.  To  grasp  these  truths, 
all  we  need  is  some  honesty  and  a 
moment  of  clear  thinking. 

Embryos,  of  course,  are  remark- 
ably unfamiliar  to  us.  They  lack 
hands  and  feet.  They  don't  have 
faces  or  eyes  for  us  to  look  into. 
Even  their  brains  are  lacking.  They 
look  nothing  like  what  we  are 
used  to  seeing  when  we  imagine 
a  human  being.  But  they  are  as 
human  as  you  and  me.  When  we 
look  at  a  scanning  electron  mi- 
crograph of  a  human  embryo,  a  small  cluster  of  cells, 
sitting  on  the  point  of  a  sewing  pin,  we  need  to  ask 
ourselves  a  very  simple  question:  "Isn't  that  exactly 
what  a  young  human  is  supposed  to  look  like?"  The 
correct  answer  to  that  question  doesn't  depend  on  re- 
ligion or  theology,  but  on  embryology.  Embryos  seem 
unfamiliar  to  us  on  first  glance,  and  we  have  to  make 
an  explicit  mental  effort  to  avoid  the  critical  mistake 
of  disconnecting  from  who  we  once  were  as  embryos. 

I  remember  flying  in  an  airplane  one  time,  seated  a 
couple  of  rows  away  from  a  mother  who  was  holding 
her  newborn  baby  as  he  was  crying  loudly  The  pres- 
sure changes  in  the  cabin  seemed  to  be  causing  terrible 
pain  in  his  ears,  and  despite  his  mom's  best  efforts,  he 
continued  to  cry  loudly  and  uncontrollably  He  had  a 
little  4  year  old  sister  in  the  next  seat,  who  was  also  try- 
ing to  help  her  mom  to  calm  the  boy  down,  but  again, 
to  no  avail.  After  a  few  minutes,  an  agitated  man  across 
the  aisle  blurted  out  to  the  mother,  "Isn't  there  some- 
thing you  can  do  to  shut  up  that  baby?"  There  was  an 
awkward  moment  where  the  young  mother  started  to 
blush,  and  didn't  know  what  to  say,  when  suddenly 
her  daughter  turned  to  the  man  and  said,  "Hey  mister, 
you  were  once  like  him."  The  man  seemed  to  be 
caught  off  guard  by  the  little  girl's  logic,  and  he  calmed 
down  for  the  rest  of  the  flight.  Her  impeccable  reason- 
ing reminded  him  where  he  came  from  and  put  him 
in  his  place.  It  demonstrated  how  all  of  us,  even  in  our 
weakest  moments,  are  deserving  of  respect.  After  we 
landed,  I  heard  him  offer  a  brief  apology  to  the  mother 
for  his  outburst  against  the  helpless  baby.  In  debates 
about  embryos,  when  apparently  learned  men  like  Dr. 
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After  Confirmation, 

What  Next? 


Melton  at  Harvard  begin  discussing  these  tiny,  help- 
less human  creatures,  they  would  likewise  do  well  to 
ponder  the  little  girls  rejoinder:  "Hey  mister,  you  were 
once  like  him." 

Even  though  it  is  a  fundamental  embryological 
truth  that  you  and  I  were  once  embryos  ourselves, 
the  advocates  of  this  research  are  eager  to  portray 
human  embryos  as  different  from  the  rest  of  us, 
unable  to  make  the  grade,  and  hence  fair  game  for 
destruction  by  those  of  us  lucky  enough  to  have 
already  passed  through  those  early  and  vulnerable 
embryonic  stages  ourselves.  Will  we  permit  radi- 
cal injustices  and  ethical  transgressions  like  these  to 
become  systemic  and  promoted  as  the  societal  norm? 
Will  advocates  be  permitted  to  get  away  with  confus- 
ing embryology  and  theology  in  the  public  square? 
Will  the  powerful  like  Dr.  Melton  be  permitted  to 
violate  and  instrumentalize  the  weak  on  our  watch? 
These  are  questions  with  enormous  implications  for 
the  future  of  our  society. 

Mr.  Rogers,  the  famous  children's  TV  personality, 
once  gave  a  talk  where  he  mentioned  his  favorite  story 
from  the  Seattle  Special  Olympics.  Here's  how  he  de- 
scribed it:  "Well,  for  the  100-yard  dash  there  were  nine 
contestants,  all  of  them  so-called  physically  or  mental- 
ly disabled.  All  nine  of  them  assembled  at  the  starting 
line  and  at  the  sound  of  the  gun,  they  took  off.  But 
not  long  afterward  one  little  boy  stumbled  and 
fell  and  hurt  his  knee  and  began  to  cry.  The 
other  eight  children  heard  him  crying;  they 
slowed  down,  turned  around  and  ran  back 
to  him.  Every  one  of  them  ran  back  to  him. 
One  little  girl  with  Down  Syndrome  bent 
down  and  kissed  the  boy  and  said,  "This'll 
make  it  better."  And  the  little  boy  got  up 
and  he  and  the  rest  of  the  runners  linked 
their  arms  together  and  joyfully  walked 
to  the  finish  line.  They  all  finished  the 
race  at  the  same  time.  And  when  they  did, 
everyone  in  that  stadium  stood  up  and  clapped 
and  whistled  and  cheered  for  a  long,  long,  time. 
People  who  were  there  are  still  telling  the  story 
with  great  delight.  And  you  know  why.  Because 
deep  down,  we  know  that  what  matters  in  this 
life  is  more  than  winning  for  ourselves.  What 
really  matters  is  helping  others  win  too." 

This  beautiful  story  of  everyone  turning 
around  and  looking  after  the  interests  of  the 
weakest  and  the  most  vulnerable  reminds  us 
of  exactly  the  kind  of  society  God  wants  us  to 
build,  one  where  every  life,  even  the  weakest 
embryonic  life,  is  embraced  as  a  gift  and  trea- 
sure of  infinite  and  irreplaceable  value.  With 
God's  help  and  our  determined  efforts,  that  is 
the  kind  of  society  we  must  aspire  to  build  in 
the  future. 


his  time  of  year  I  have  occasion  to  attend 
more  than  one  Confirmation  liturgy,  and  to 
speak  with  some  of  the  young  people  who 
have  received  the  sacrament.  They  often 
say  how  happy  they  are  to  be  "spiritual  adults"  or  "full 
members  of  the  Church."  The  question  then  becomes 
the  same  one  we  face  when  we  become  physical  or 
legal  adults:  "What  next?  How  do  1  use  my  gifts,  my 
talents  and  my  education  to  affect  the  world?" 

I  hope  that  every  month  young  readers  find  at  least  a  partial  answer  to  this 
question  in  the  pages  of  NC  Catholics.  The  two  young  men  in  this  month's  cover 
story  are  prime  examples  of  using  gifts  for  service  to  others.  When 
spoke  with  Sister  Elizabeth  Bullen,  I.H.M.,  for  this  month's  Par- 
ish Profile  (page  30),  she  mentioned  a  24-year-old  member  of  the 
parish  who  came  to  Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary  in  Louisburg  as  a  4th 
grader.  He  spoke  no  English.  Today  he's  an  honor  student  at  Louis- 
burg College,  teaches  faith  formation  classes  for  the  parish  youth 
|^    and  serves  on  the  parish  council. 

In  the  last  year  we've  told  stories  of  Catholic  parents  doing 
their  best  to  teach  the  faith  to  their  children;  of  police, 
firefighters  and  emergency  medical  responders  depending 
on  God  for  the  strength  to  do  their  important  work;  and 
volunteers  who  offer  themselves  24/7  in  service  of  the 
sanctity  of  human  life.  Just  last  month  you  read  about 
doctors  taking  time  out  of  their  practices  to  help  allevi- 
ate the  suffering  following  the  Haiti  earthquake. 

There  are  so  many  large  and  small  ways  to  serve  the 
needy  in  our  communities,  often  through  our  panshes. 
There  are  so  many  ways  to  live  our  faith  within  the 
parish,  from  making  music  to  helping  with  liturgies  to 
volunteering  technical  skills  where  they're  needed. 

But  there  is  a  more  basic  answer  to  the  question,  "After 
Confirmation,  what  next?",  an  answer  that  applies  to  ev- 
erything we  do.  Bishop  Burbidge  mentioned  it  in  his  homily 
at  the  Confirmation  of  college  students  in  April.  Noting  that  the 
young  men  and  women  present  had  been  the  spiritual  beneficia- 
ries of  the  "witnesses"  in  their  lives,  the  people  whose  example 
inspired  their  faith,  he  said:  "Now  it  is  time  for  you  respond  to 
God's  plea  to  go  forth  and  be  those  witnesses  to  others.  People 
need  to  see  in  you  the  joy  that  is  the  fruit  of  walking  in  God's  light 
and  love  and  truth." 

Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind 
suggestions.  You  can  reach  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 


San  Florian  de  Lo 


saint    of    the  month 


TOJWJ"  ~T 


Saint  Florian  of  Lorch 


Feast  day:  May  4 

Patron  saint:  against  battle;  against  drowning;  against 
fire;  against  flood;  Austria;  barrel-makers;  brewers; 
chimney  sweeps;  Diocese  of  Chur,  Switzerland;  coo- 
pers; drowning  victims;  fire  prevention;  firefighters; 
harvests;  Linz,  Austria;  Poland;  soap-boilers 
Canonized:  Pre- Congregation 
Meaning  of  name:  Florian  meaning  "flower" 

Claim  to  fame:  During  the  persecutions  of  Diocletian,  St. 
Florian  of  Lorch  was  a  third  century  officer  in  the  Roman  Army; 
his  station  was  Austria.  Legend  has  it  that  he  stopped  an  entire 
town  from  burning  by  praying  and  throwing  one  bucket  of  water  on 
the  flames.  St.  Florian  was  ordered 
to  execute  a  group  of  Christians 
during  the  persecutions,  but  instead 
he  refused  and  gave  himself  up 
by  announcing  his  Christian  faith. 
Because  of  his  beliefs,  he  suffered  a 
martyr's  death. 

Why  he  is  a  saint:  Despite 
his  orders  to  execute  Christians, 
Saint  Florian  offered  himself  as  a 
sacrifice.  His  maintained  Christian 
faith  and  courage  created  a  martyr 
and  saint. 

How  he  died:  In  c.  304, 
Saint  Florian  of  Lorch  died  a 
martyr's  death.  After  refusing  to 
execute  Christians,  Saint  Florian 
was  scourged,  stripped  of  his  skin, 
and  drowned  with  a  rock  attached 
to  his  neck.  A  group  of  Christians 
collected  his  body,  and  buried  him 

at  an  Augustinian  monetary  near  Lorch.  Saint  Florian's  relics  lie 
in  Rome  and  Poland. 


Dia  de  fiesta:  4  de  mayo 

Santo  Patrono:  Contra  las  batallas;  contra  los  ahogos; 
contra  los  incendios;  contra  las  inundaciones;  patrono 
de  Austria;  de  constructors  de  barriles;  cerveceros; 
deshollinadores;  de  la  Diocesis  de  Chur,  Suiza;  de 
toneleros;  victimas  ahogadas;  contra  la  prevention  de 
incendios;  de  bomberos;  cosechas;  de  Linz,  Austria; 
Polonia;  calderas  para  jabonado 
Canonization:  Pre- Congregation 
Significado  del  nombre:  Florian  significa  "flor" 

Motivo  de  su  fama:  Durante  las  persecuciones  de 
Diocleciano,  Florian  de  Lorch  fue  un  oficial  del  Ejercito 
Romano  en  el  Siglo  III;  su  puesto  estaba 
ubicado  en  Austria.  La  leyenda  dice  que  evito 
que  todo  un  pueblo  se  incendiara  mediante 
oraciones  y  arrojando  un  cubo  de  agua  sobre 
las  flamas.  Se  le  ordeno  a  Florian  ejecutar  a  un 
grupo  de  cristianos  durante  las  persecuciones, 
pero  se  nego  a  ello  y  renuncio  anunciando  su 
fe  cristiana.  Debido  a  sus  creencias,  sufrio  la 
muerte  de  un  martir. 

Por  que  es  un  santo:  A  pesar  de  las 
ordenes  que  tenia  de  ejecutar  a  los  cristianos, 
San  Florian  se  ofrecio  a  si  mismo  como 
sacrificio;  su  fe  y  coraje  cristianos  crearon  a  un 
martir  y  un  santo. 

Su  muerte:  En  el  ano  304,  San 
Florian  de  Lorch  sufrio  una  muerte  de 
martir.  Despues  de  negarse  a  ejecutar  a  los 
cristianos,  San  Florian  fue  azotado,  desollado 
y  se  le  ato  una  roca  al  cuello  para  que  muriera 
ahogado.  Un  grupo  de  cristianos  recupero  su 
cuerpo  y  lo  sepulto  en  un  monasterio  agustino 
cerca  de  Lorch.  Los  vestigios  de  San  Florian  yacen  en 
Roma  y  en  Polonia. 


Parishioners  Respond  Gener- 
ously to  National  Collections 

►►  Catholics  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  are 
being  thanked  for  their  generous  response 
to  two  recent  national  collections. 

A  letter  of  gratitude  was  received  by  the 
Diocese  from  the  U.S.  Conference  of  Cath- 
olic Bishops  Office  of  National  Collections 
for  $78,631 .30  donated  by  parishioners 


in  November  for  the  Catholic  Campaign  for 
Human  Development. 

Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  also  received 
a  letter  of  appreciation  from  Very  Reverend 
David  M.  O'Connell,  CM.,  President  of 
The  Catholic  University  of  America,  for  a 
Diocesan  contribution  of  $62,971 .60.  In 
his  letter,  Father  O'Connell  noted  how  the 
generous  contribution  from  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  will  assist  many  capable  and  deserv- 


ing students  in  receiving  needed  scholar- 
ship support,  enabling  them  to  study  at  the 
"National"  university  of  the  Catholic  Church 
in  the  United  States. 

The  next  scheduled  collections  will  be  for 
the  Catholic  Communication  Campaign 
May  1  6. 

Information  on  the  1  2  national  collections 
is  available  online  at  www.usccb.org/nation- 
alcollections. 


Voices     in     our  Church 


la    naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


The  Month 
of  Our  Lady 


El  mes  de  mayo 
y  la  Virgen  Maria 


May  is  my  favorite  month.  This  is  the 
month  of  Our  Lady.  This  is  also  the 
month  in  which  I  was  born.  Also,  I 
was  taught  by  the  Immaculate  Heart 
of  Mary  Sisters  of  Scranton.  These 
Sisters  imbued  us  with  a  love  for  the  Blessed  Mother.  Dur- 
ing this  month  the  statue  of  Mary  in  each  classroom  was 
adorned  with  flowers  and  became  the  classroom  shrine.  It 
was  the  focal  point  of  our  praying. 

When  I  attended  St.  Augustine  Seminary  in  Bay  St. 
Louis,  Mississippi,  we  were  visited  by  the  Pilgrim  Virgin 
of  Fatima.  There  was  a  grand  procession,  with  sing- 
ing, around  the  grounds.  When  I  was  transferred  to  St. 
Meinrad  Seminary  in  Indiana  we  had  in  the  Abbey  church 
the  shrine  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Hermit.  This  was  from  the 
founding  Abbey  in  Switzerland.,  and  was  one  of  the  Euro- 
pean shrines  which  depicted  a  Black  Virgin.  After  Evening 
Prayer  in  the  church,  it  was  the  custom  for  us  seminarians 
to  go  individually  to  the  shrine  and  pray  before  we  went 
to  our  rooms  and  to  bed. 

As  a  student  in  Rome  I  attended  the  North  American 
College,  which  was  dedicated  to  Our  Lady  of  Humility. 
There  was  a  statue  of  Our  Lady  of  Humility  in  the  Ameri- 
can College  on  the  Via  dell'Umiltd.  When  a  new  College 
was  built  on  the  Janiculum  Hill  overlooking  St.  Peter,  a 
beautiful  mosaic  of  Our  Lady  of  Humility  was  erected  in 
the  College. 

One  of  my  favorite  churches  in  Rome 
was  the  Basilica  of  St.  Mary  Major,  also 
called  Our  Lady  of  the  Snows.  This  church 
has  ornamentation  in  gold  which  King 
Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isabella  of  Spain  sent 
to  Rome  to  as  a  votive  offering.  Often  after 
I  was  ordained  I  celebrated  Mass  at  the 
altar  of  Our  Lady  in  an  apse  chapel 
of  the  Basilica.  An  ancient  picture 
of  Mary  called  Salus  Populi  Romani 
("Salvation  of  the  Roman  People")  was 
above  the  altar. 

My  last  pastoral  assignment  was  at 
St.  Mary  in  Wilmington.  This  was  once 
the  seat  of  The  Vicar  Apostolic  of  North 
Carolina.  This  is  a  grand  edifice  built  in 
Spanish  Moorish  style.  Raphael  Guasta- 
vino  designed  this  church,  as  well  as 
St.  Lawrence  in  Asheville,  N.C.,  where 
Guastavino  is  buried. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  R  Hadden 


El  mes  de  mayo  se  llena  de  muchas 
celebraciones.  Se  nos  habla  de  un 
tiempo  donde  estamos  viviendo  la 
pascua  y  no  experimentamos  de 
manera  plena  los  cincuenta  dias  de  fiesta  y 
de  gozo. 

Se  llega  el  tiempo  de  las  Primeras  Comuniones,  las  bodas,  las 
confirmaciones,  las  graduaciones,  los  deportes,  los  viajes  a  la  playa 
y  la  celebracion  del  Dia  de  la  Madre. 

Junto  con  todos  estos  compromisos,  tenemos  un  mes  para 
dedicarlo  a  la  Santisima  Virgen  Maria  la  Madre  de  Dios  y  nuestra 
Madre. 

Es  el  mes  en  el  que  rezamos  el  Santo  Rosario  con  mayor 
dedicacion  y  preferentemente  en  comunidad.  Es  el  mes  en  el  que 
celebramos  su  coronacion  como  la  reina  de  nuestros  corazones, 
que  continua  ensenando  la  fe  en  su  amado  Hijo,  proclama  la  gracia 
de  su  resurreccion  y  anima  a  la  Iglesia,  en  medio  de  las  diferentes 
necesidades,  para  seguir  luchando  por  ser  fiel  a  Jesucristo. 

Sin  descanso  y  como  un  verdadero  apostol,  ella  busca  a  los  que 
se  han  alejado  del  camino  y  con  la  ternura  de  una  madre  los  llama 
para  que  regresen  a  la  casa  de  su  Hijo. 

Como  maestra,  ella  nos  ensena  con  su  presencia  que  seamos 
parte  de  la  Iglesia.  Asi  como  ayudo  y  acompano  a  los  apostoles,  de 
la  misma  manera  ella  quiere  ser  modelo,  inspiracion  y  mediadora 
para  que  vivamos  como  verdaderos  cristianos. 

Con  el  dolor  que  ella  padecio  por  su  amado  Hijo 
junto  a  la  cruz,  la  contemplamos  cuando  tuvo  que 
presenciar  como  se  azoto  el  Cuerpo  de  su  Hijo 
y  que  hoy  con  la  Iglesia  ella  continua  sufriendo 
por  todos  los  atropellos  que  sufren  tantas 
personas  que  son  parte  del  Cuerpo  vivo 
de  Cristo. 

Con  esperanza  y  con  confianza 
amorosa,  ella  consuela  a  los  que  padecen 
enfermedades,  intercede  para  que  no 
dejen  de  buscar  a  su  amado  Hijo  y  con  la 
fidelidad  de  la  madre,  del  apostol  y  del 
discipulo,  ella  intercede  por  cada  alma 
ante  la  presencia  de  su  divino  Hijo. 

Contemos  de  manera  especial  con  la 
Santisima  Virgen  Maria  durante  este  mes, 
para  que  con  la  gracia  de  su  intercesion, 
con  el  don  de  su  amor  de  madre  y  con  el 
ejemplo  de  su  fe  ilumine  y  ayude  a  todos 
los  discipulos  de  Cristo  a  dar  testimonio  de  El. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


Two  Catholic  school 
teachers  change 
lives  by  sharing  the 
sport  they  love 

By  Rich  Reece 
Pictures  by 
EW  Photography 


brown-haired  boy,  maybe  nine 

/or  ten  years  old,  is  standing  un- 
steadily  on  a  surfboard,  riding  the 
m  foam  off  Wrightsville  Beach,  NC. 
As  he  makes  it  to  shore  he  grins  and  raises  his 
hands  in  triumph. 

On  the  beach,  a  thirty-something  couple  are 
hugging  each  other,  tears  running  down  their 
faces.  The  boy  is  their  son,  and  he's  blind. 

The  young  family  arrived  at  this  moment 
thanks  to  a  life  changing  outreach  begun  by  two 
teachers  at  St.  Mary  Catholic  School  in  Wilm- 
ington. Three  years  ago,  Jack  Viorel  and  Kevin 
Murphy  had  classrooms  across  the  hall  from 
each  other.  During  breaks,  they'd  talk  about 
their  twin  passions:  teaching  and  surfing. 


"We  both  wanted  to  use  surfing  for  outreach,"  Viorel  says.  The 
two  started  a  surfing  school  called  Indo  Jax.  "We  did  charity  camps 
whenever  we  could,"  Viorel  explains,  "for  Boys  and  Girls  Clubs,  for 
at  risk  and  medically  fragile  kids  and  adults,  and  the  charity  caught 
on  so  big  that  we  separated  it  from  the  business.  We  called  it  Ocean 
Cure,  and  funded  it  using  the  profits  from  Indo  Jax  and  donations 
of  equipment  and  time  from  other  surfers." 

Today  the  Ocean  Cure  schedule  is  enormous,  and  reaches 
men,  women  and  especially  children  facing  a  broad  range  of 
challenges:  difficult  home  lives,  visual  impairment,  Type  1 
diabetes,  autism,  AIDS  and  cerebral  palsy,  to  name  a  few.  Ocean 
Cure  assists  at  retreats  for  the  Wounded  Warriors  Project  for 
veterans  transitioning  into  civilian  life  after  suffering  physical 
and  emotional  combat  injuries.  They  have  worked  with  the  Life 
Rolls  On  Foundation,  a  division  of  the  Christopher  &  Dana 
Reeve  Foundation,  to  improves  the  quality  of  life  for  young 
people  affected  by  spinal  cord  injury.  Ocean  Cure  has  been  in- 
volved in  Special  Olympics  and  gone  to  India  to  teach  surfing  to 
orphans.  Since  March  2009,  the  organization  has  donated  more 
than  $20,000  in  camps  and  equipment. 


_ 


oth  Viorel  and  Murphy 
attest  to  the  unique  power 
of  the  ocean  to  soothe  the 
disabled.  "You  see  an  autistic 


child,"  Viorel  says,  "who  may  be  kicking, 
screaming  and  resisting,  but  as  soon  as 
they're  in  the  water  they  become  calm. 
The  mother  of  a  nine-year-old  autistic  son 
says  surfing  made  him  "a  different  child." 

"He  loves  the  water,"  she  said.  "Its 
become  his  therapy.  It's  raised  his  self  es- 
teem." Tearing  up  a  little,  she  continues, 
"You  know,  we  loved  him,  we  hugged 
him,  we  disciplined  him,  but  I  don't 
think  we  truly  knew  him  before  this.  It 
brought  him  out  of  himself,  it  let  us  see 
his  beautiful  personality." 

Viorel  recalls  a  blind  child  in  one  of  the 
camps  who  seemed  to  feel  the  move- 
ment of  the  waves  and  adjust  naturally 
"I  can  only  imagine  what  the  experience 
of  surfing  feels  like  to  a  sightless  person," 
he  says.  "But  he  was  doing  things  by  feel 
that  you  would  usually  need  to  teach  a 
sighted  person." 


Desmond  is  a  young  man  who  was 
training  for  the  military  when  he  began 
having  fainting  spells.  It  turned  out  he 
was  diabetic.  After  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  he  hoped  to  return  to  his  train- 
ing. On  the  drive  back  to  the  base,  his 
blood  sugar  plummeted  suddenly  and  he 
passed  out.  The  car  flipped  three  times 
and  hit  a  tree.  Desmonds  neck  was  bro- 
ken, leaving  him  a  paraplegic.  He  came 
to  Ocean  Cure  through  the  Life  Rolls  On 
Foundation,  where  he  has  learned  to  surf 
prone  and  now  wants  to  spend  "every 
chance  I  get"  in  the  ocean. 

"It's  the  really  profound  changes  you 
see  in  people  that  keeps  us  saying  yes  to 
these  camps,"  Jack  Viorel  says.  "We  can 
really  help  change  lives." 

Asked  about  the  high  points  in  his 
work  with  Ocean  Cure,  Kevin  Murphy 
laughs  and  says,  "High  points?  About 
a  million.  Every  time  we  do  a  camp  we 
look  at  each  other  when  its  over  and  say, 
'Wow,  that  was  the  best  camp  ever!'" 

Viorel  adds,  "It's  definitely  a  high  point 


when  you  hear  from  parents  whose 
kids  have  been  excluded,  who  felt  like 
they  didn't  fit  in,  and  they  come  to  you 
and  say,  'My  child  has  a  place  now.  He 
can  call  himself  a  surfer,  something  that 
makes  him  'cool'  and  proud." 

Both  Viorel  and  Murphy  credit  their 
Catholic  upbringing  and  education  with 
instilling  in  them  the  desire  to  serve 
others.  Viorel  attended  a  Catholic  high 
school  in  California  where  "community 
service  and  giving  back  to  others  was  just 
ground  into  us.  You  could  not  graduate 
from  that  school  without  thinking  about 
how  you  could  help  other  people." 

Kevin  Murphy  grew  up  in  New  York 
and  attended  St.  Bonaventure  University, 
founded  by  the  Franciscans.  "I  developed 
a  strong  desire  there  to  be  a  good  steward 
of  the  environment,"  he  says.  "If  I'm  go- 
ing to  use  the  ocean,  the  natural  world, 
for  free,  then  I'm  obligated  to  take  care  of 
it."  This  message  is  very  much  a  part  of 
Ocean  Cure.  The  group  conducts  a  num- 
ber of  environmental  programs  where 


children  pick  up  trash  on  the  beaches  to 
earn  boards  or  lessons. 

"The  ocean  can  heal  people,"  Murphy 
explains.  "In  return,  we  need  to  heal  the 
ocean." 

Viorel  agrees.  "Our  goal  is  to  uplift 
spirits,  build  self  esteem,  show  young- 
sters new  things,  ,but  also  to  get  them 
involved  in  nature  so  that  they  appreciate 
it  and  as  they  get  older  try  to  do  some- 
thing to  protect  it." 

Both  men  also  credit  Father  Bob 
Kus,  Pastor  of  St.  Mary,  with  encourag- 
ing them  to  make  an  idea  into  a  reality. 
"When  we  told  him  about  this,"  Viorel 
recalls,  "he  really  pushed  us  to  follow 
through.  He's  always  preaching  that  no 
matter  how  unusual  your  talent  is,  you 
are  called  to  use  it  to  help  others." 

Viorel  recently  returned  from  Kochi, 
India,  where  he  conducted  a  surfing 
camp  for  25  girls  and  young  women, 
ages  4-21,  from  a  Catholic  orphanage.  "It 
was  special,"  he  says.  "As  a  father  of  two 
daughters,  it  was  so  hard  to  fathom  that 


these  girls  were  forgotten  and  considered 
worthless  in  their  society  Yet  they  were 
smart,  artistic,  kind. . .  After  the  camp,  it 
was  uplifting  to  see  them  so  happy,  but 
then  when  1  left  I  thought  'What  happens 
now?'  I  really  think  we  can't  get  back 
there  soon  enough. 

"But  it  hit  me  that  this  sort  of  situation 
isn't  just  in  India.  We  have  so  much  work 
yet  to  do." 

An  unexpected  benefit  of  the  surfers' 
outreach  has  been  on  the  young  people 
around  them,  in  their  families  and  their 
classrooms.  "The  students  at  St.  Mary's 
see  it,  and  they're  eager  to  help,"  Murphy 
says.  "We  had  an  event  where  they  inter- 
acted with  autistic  kids.  The  kids  were 
hesitant  at  first,  but  before  long  they  were 
playing,  singing,  dancing." 

Jack  Viorel  tells  how  his  6-year-old 
daughter,  on  learning  about  January's 
earthquake  in  Haiti,  asked  him,  "Are  you 
and  Kevin  going  to  go  there  and  show 
them  how  to  surf?" 

Ocean  Cure  still  operates  on  money 


from  Indo  Jax  and  on  donations.  "The 
donations  aren't  a  big  part  right  now," 
Viorel  says,  "but  we're  hoping  they'll 
increase."  The  program  began  with 
volunteer  instructors,  but  the  schedule 
got  so  heavy  that  the  volunteers  would 
get  burnt  out.  So  the  program  now  uses 
paid,  certified  instructors.  Insurance  is 
a  big  cost.  The  surf  boards  they  use  are 
soft,  so  as  not  to  hurt  the  novice  surfers, 
but  as  a  result  they're  fragile  and  need  to 
be  replaced  regularly 

Viorel  and  Murphy  aren't  worried, 
though.  "When  you  see  the  courage  of 
these  kids,  and  then  how  much  fun  they 
have,  fun  that  maybe  they  don't  have 
in  other  parts  of  their  lives,  and  when 
you  see  their  parents. . ."  Viorel  says,  and 
pauses  for  a  second.  "My  dream  would 
be  to  do  these  camps  all  year  round." 

The  motto  of  Ocean  Cure  is  "You  Me 
We."  Kevin  Murphy  says  that's  a  lesson 
the  kids  and  adults  in  the  program  take 
with  them:  "We  all  have  to  take  whatever 
we  have,  and  use  it  to  help  each  other." 


For  the  tenth  an- 
niversary of  the 
Diocesan  Young 
Adult  Mission 
Trip,  February  27  -  March 
6,  2010,  the  team  members 
selected  the  theme,  "Go  out 
into  the  deep"  (Luke  5:4).  For 
many  of  the  19  enthusiastic 
missionaries,  this  truly  meant 
entering  into  uncharted 
waters.  Each  morning  we 
gathered  with  Father  Marcos 
Ayala  of  San  Juan  Pueblo, 
Honduras,  to  celebrate  Mass 
on  the  lovely  outdoor  patio  of 
the  Los  Amigos  Hotel.  In  the 
evening  the  group  assembled 
to  process  the  day  by  praying, 
singing  and  narrating  beauti- 
ful and  heartrending  stories  of 
the  people,  and  how  God  had 
touched  the  hearts  of  mis- 
sionaries and  natives  alike. 

Preparation  for  the  trip  took  place 
during  the  year  before,  with  many 
meetings  to  discover  fund-  raising 
ideas  and  allow  team  members  to 
become  acquainted.  Collections  were 
held  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  the 
Newman  Catholic  Student  Center  Par- 
ish, and  other  Churches,  along  with 
the  Three  to  Get  Ready  school  project 
to  raise  money  and  awareness  about 
the  mission  efforts.   Because  of  the 
kindness  and  generosity  of  so  many 
from  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  we  were 
able  to  bring  several  colorful  plastic 
tubs  of  shoes  (305  pairs),  eye  glasses 
(600  hundred  pair)  and  lightly  used 
school  uniforms  (250)  to  Honduras. 

Our  team  included  doctors,  nurses, 
medical  technicians,  construction 
workers,  scientists,  engineers  and 
teachers.  These  professional  skills 
were  well  matched  to  the  needs  of  the 
people  we  served,  examining  patients 


in  the  medical  clinic,  providing  much 
needed  prescription  drugs,  installing 
solar  panels  in  the  church  to  create 
electricity  and  teaching  seniors  the 
English  language  in  the  public  high 
school. 

Graces  and  blessings  showered  all  of 
us  during  our  week  in  Honduras.  We 
encountered  beautiful  people  and  a 
beautiful  country  rich  in  many  natural 
resources.  We  rejoice  and  are  grateful 
that  we  took  the  plunge  and  went  "out 
into  the  deep"  to  see  the  face  of  Christ 
in  our  Honduran  brothers  and  sisters. 
We  pray  that  God  will  bless  them  and 
gift  them  with  all  they  need  to  lead  full 
and  healthy  lives. 

When  we  returned  home,  team 
members  shared  their  experiences  and 
insights  as  they  reflected  on  that  mis- 
sionary week: 

Lori  Schweickert  is  a  board  certi- 
fied psychiatrist  who  has  coordinated 


and  participated  in  all  ten  Diocesan 
mission  trips,  including  Jamaica, 
Dominican  Republic  and  Honduras. 
"This  week  was  everything  I  wanted  in 
a  retreat,"  she  said.  "Drawing  closer  to 
Christ,  each  other  and  our  neighbors. 
The  work  was  definitely  challenging 
and  at  times  emotionally  wrenching. 
The  opportunity  to  experience  daily 
Mass  and  to  serve  God  with  people  I 
grew  to  love  and  admire  made  this  a 
holy  week  before  Holy  Week." 

"The  people  that  we  met  were  so 
welcoming  and  full  of  God's  love,"  re- 
called Gwen  Konsler,  pediatric  oncol- 
ogy nurse.  "They  appreciated  the  mere 
fact  that  we  came  to  help,  even  though 
it  was  only  for  a  short  time.  They  put 
God  and  their  families  above  all  else 
and  are  a  fantastic  example  of  what  we 
should  strive  for  everyday." 

Bill  Rearick  is  a  textile  chemist.  "We 
are  saturated  by  our  modern  day  com- 
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munication  with  news  about  the  poor 
and  people  needing  help,"  he  said,  "so 
that  it  often  becomes  just  static  in  the 
background  of  our  lives.  When  you  see 
the  poor  face  to  face,  that  all  changes. 
The  mission  trip  has  been  one  of  the 
best  spiritual  experiences  imaginable." 

"For  years  I  have  listened  in  awe  to 
our  I.H.M.  Sisters  speak  of  their  expe- 
riences with  the  poor  in  the  countries 
of  Peru  and  Chile  where  our  Sisters 
have  served  since  the  early  1920s," 
said  Sister  Rose  Marie  Adams,  I.H.M. , 
Executive  Director  of  the  Diocesan 
Office  of  Catholic  Formation  and 
Evangelization. 

"I  wanted  this  experience  of  seeing 
first-hand  for  myself!   Now  I  can  tell 
the  stories  of  the  hospitality,  the  beauty 
of  not  just  the  people  in  Honduras,  but 
the  amazing  eighteen  others  who  were 
my  travel  companions.  I  am  chal- 
lenged to  live  move  simply  and  always 


to  keep  the  needs  of  poor  in  my  mind 
and  in  prayer.  In  addition,  Father 
Marcos  Ayala  is  an  amazing  priest.  It 
was  worth  traveling  all  those  miles  just 
to  be  in  his  presence  and  see  his  love 
and  concern  for  his  people." 

Slack  Rogers,  a  carpenter,  said,  "I 
always  find  that  breaking  my  normal 
patterns  of  my  life  by  going  on  a  mis- 
sion, I  am  able  to  sustain  my  spiritual 
approach  to  new  experiences.  Persis- 
tence in  staying  centered  in  a  sense  of 
love,  and  flexibility  in  following  the 
direction  that  love  points  me  are  the 
focus  of  my  consciousness  now." 

"The  trip  opens  your  eyes  to  how 
blessed  you  really  are,"  explained 
Natalie  Lauk,  a  nurse.  "The  people  that 
live  in  poverty  have  such  a  beautiful 
spirit  and  are  willing  to  give  the  little 
bit  that  they  have  to  you." 

Lauren  Vincent,  a  recent  college 
graduate  applying  to  nursing  school, 
found  herself  "surprised  by  the  gifts 
that  I  received.  All  along  I  had  the 
idea  that  I  was  going  to  serve  those  in 
need.  And  I  did  do  that.  But  I  had  no 
idea  that  these  people  would  give  me 
so  much  more  in  return.  They  reaf- 
firmed what  I've  always  envisioned 
as  my  life's  purpose,  which  is  serving 
others.  I  returned  home  with  a  new 
outlook  on  life  and  an  eagerness  to 
move  forward.  For  that,  I  am  unbe- 
lievably grateful. 

"It  was  an  incredible  experience  to 
be  able  to  go  and  live  out  the  gospel," 
said  Pamela  DellaValle,  a  graduate 
student  who  plans  to  become  a  doctor. 
"My  heart  was  truly  transformed  on 
this  trip.  Funny  how  sometimes  you 
just  need  to  get  out  of  your  routine 
and  comfort  zone  to  better  hear  God 
and  to  be  receptive  to  the  change  He 
wants  to  see  in  us." 


i  Y  a    que    usted    lo  pregunta! 


Querido  lector  de  NCC: 

Etica  y  "Correction"  de  Defectos  Mitocondriales 


as  mitocondrias  son  unas  estructuras  pequenas  y 
alargadas  que  se  encuentran  dentro  de  una  celula 
y  que  producen  energia.  Estas  "baterias  celulares" 
contienen  su  propio  material  genetico  (ADN), 
independiente  del  que  se  halla  en  el  nucleo  de  la  celula. 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cation en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcentcr.org  Tra- 
duccion:  Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


Los  defectos  o  mutaciones  en 
este  ADN  mitocondrial  pueden 
originar  diversos  padecimientos. 
En  casos  severos,  puede  ser 
la  causa  de  que  los  bebes 
nazcan  con  ceguera,  epilepsia, 
incapacidad  para  gatear, 
presentar  retardo  neurologico 
severe  y  morir  a  corta  edad. 
Mas  alia  de  tratar  los  sintomas, 
no  existen  terapias  reales  para 
la  mayoria  de  los  problemas 
mitocondriales. 

Cientificos  en  Oregon,  E.U., 
sin  embargo,  anunciaron 
recientemente  una  tecnica  para 
reemplazar  las  mitocondrias 
defectuosas  de  un  ovulo  con 
mitocondrias  sanas  de  otro. 
Esta  tecnica  se  asemeja  a  la 
clonacion  ya  que  implica 
transferir  el  nucleo  del  ovulo 
defectuoso  a  un  ovulo  sano, 
al  que  se  le  ha  extraido  su 
propio  nucleo.  El  ovulo  recien 
"reconstruido"  contendra  ahora 
unicamente  las  mitocondrias  de 
este  segundo  ovulo  y  ninguna 
del  ovulo  original.  Despues 
de  esto,  el  ovulo  reconstruido 
puede  ya  fertilizarse  mediante  la 
tecnica  de  fertilizacion  in  vitro 
(F1V)  y  crear  asi  un  embrion 
libre  de  mutaciones  o  defectos 
mitocondriales. 

Este  metodo  de  reemplazo 
mitocondrial,  seguido  por  la 
FIV,  se  ha  estado  usando  con 
exito  en  el  laboratorio  con 
ovulos  de  macacos  y  se  han 


logrado  nacimientos  libres  de 
padecimientos.  Los  cientificos 
especulan  que  quiza  pronto 
las  mujeres  podran  recurrir 
a  esta  tecnica  para  evitar 
la  transmision  genetica  de 
trastornos  mitocondriales  a 
sus  hijos.  Sin  embargo,  la 
utilizacion  de  este  metodo  en 
humanos  podria  presentar  por 
lo  menos  dos  objeciones  eticas 
serias. 

La  primera  objecion  es  que 
esto  promoveria  la  FIV  como  un 
medio  de  produccion  de  vida 
humana.  Aunque  esta  tecnica 
ya  se  ha  vuelto  cosa  comun  en 
nuestra  sociedad  para  engendrar 
hijos,  esta  sigue  siendo  una 
aproximacion  inherentemente 
antietica  a  la  reproduccion 
humana.   La  FIV  no  solo 
refrenda  la  manipulacion,  el 
congelamiento  y  la  destruccion 
de  embriones  humanos,  sino 
que  tambien  viola  el  sentido 
intrinseco  de  la  procreacion 
humana  al  reducirla  a  un  acto 
de  manufactura  o  produccion. 

Dicho  llanamente,  nuestros 
ninos  tienen  el  derecho  a  ser 
procreados,  no  fabricados; 
tienen  el  derecho  a  venir  al 
mundo  dentro  de  la  donacion 
marital  amorosa  de  sus  padres, 
no  en  el  frio  e  impersonal 
espacio  de  vidrio  de  un  tubo 
de  ensayo  o  de  una  caja  de 
Petri;  tienen  el  derecho  a  estar 
vinculados  de  manera  unica, 


exclusiva  y  directa  con  su 
madre  y  su  padre  que  los  traen 
al  mundo.  La  fertilizacion  in 
vitro  no  reconoce  al  hijo  todos 
estos  derechos. 

La  segunda  objecion  al 
reemplazo  mitocondrial 
en  humanos  esta  en  que 
introduciria  una  disolucion  de 
la  paternidad  al  crear  ninos  que 
heredan  material  genetico  de 
tres  progenitores.  Mientras  la 
madre  y  el  padre  contribuirian 
con  la  mayor  parte  del  material 
genetico  del  ovulo  y  el  esperma, 
una  pequena  parte  provendria 
de  una  segunda  madre  que 
dona  mitocondrias  sanas  de 
sus  propios  ovulos.  En  otras 
palabras,  el  procedimiento 
diluye  la  paternidad  al 
introducir  otro  progenitor,  otra 
madre,  en  la  procreacion  del 
hijo. 

Es  importante  notar  que 
bajo  el  esquema  del  reemplazo 
mitocondrial  no  solo  se 
transfieren  las  mitocondrias 
sanas  sino  que  de  hecho  todas 
las  otras  estructuras  celulares 
tambien  provienen  del  ovulo 
de  la  segunda  mujer  (excepto 
el  nucleo  y  sus  cromosomas). 
Dicho  de  otra  forma,  una 
mujer  proporciona  el  ADN 
de  sus  propios  cromosomas, 
mientras  que  otra  mujer 
proporciona  todo  lo  demas: 
toda  la  maquinaria  subcelular 
del  ovulo,  incluyendo  las 
mitocondrias.  Por  lo  tanto, 
en  resumen,  no  estamos 
solamente  "reparando" 
un  ovulo  defectuoso  sino 
construyendo  uno  nuevo,  otro, 
claramente  diferente,  con  las 
aportaciones  de  dos  mujeres 
por  separado.  El  nuevo  ovulo 


Send  your  questions  to:  "Since  you  asked ..."  71 5  Nazareth  St,  Raleigh,  NC  27606,  or:  reece@raldioc.org. 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


Vivamos  con  Jesus 
en  nuestra  vocation 


no  corresponde  realmente  a 
ninguna  de  las  dos,  de  manera 
que  las  manipulaciones 
tecnologicas  introducen  asi 
una  desvinculacion  entre  el 
hijo  concebido  a  partir  del 
ovulo  manufacturado  y  las 
dos  "madres".  El  hijo  resulta 
"distanciado"  o  "huerfano"  de 
ambas  madres  involucradas  en 
el  proceso. 

"Curar"  de  manera  etica  los 
defectos  mitocondriales  en  los 
ninos  de  la  siguiente  generacion 
sera  posible  el  dia  que  los 
cientificos  logren  corregir 
directamente  en  el  ADN 
mitocondrial  las  secuencias 
geneticas  mutadas,  quiza  con  el 
ovulo  aun  dentro  del  ovario,  de 
manera  que  con  la  ovulacion  la 
pareja  logre  la  concepcion  y  el 
embarazo  en  la  relation  marital 
normal. 

No  esta  de  mas  recordar 
que  nuestras  celulas  sexuales, 
tanto  esperma  como  ovulo, 
contienen  y  expresan  de  manera 
unica  nuestra  individualidad  y 
nuestra  identidad,  asi  como  los 
caracteres  paternos  y  maternos. 
Evidentemente,  estas  celulas  no 
deberian  traspasarse  o  venderse, 
ni  integras  ni  en  partes,  a 
otras  personas  para  producir 
hijos.  Particularmente,  la 
decision  de  una  mujer  de 
donar  a  otra  mujer  sus  ovulos, 
o  parte  significativa  de  ellos, 
viola  la  exclusividad  inscrita 
en  su  cuerpo  y  en  su  sistema 
reproductive  Por  lo  tanto, 
y  contrario  a  la  creencia 
popular,  la  tecnologia  del 
reemplazo  mitocondrial  no 
es  un  ejemplo  autentico  de 
"cura"  o  "correction"  de  un 
padecimiento.  Se  trata  de 
un  medio  para  establecer 
un  sistema  alternative 
completamente  diferente, 
para  hacer  un  bebe,  y  que, 
invariablemente,  va  en  contra 
del  orden  autentico  de  la 
procreation  humana  en  el 
matrimonio. 


odos  los  que  hemos 
sigo  bautizados 
en  Cristo  Jesus 
compartimos  una 
vocation  en  comun:  crecemos 
en  santidad  para  vivir  con  el 
Senor  ahora  y  siempre.  El  Senor 
nuestro  Dios  tambien  nos  invita 
a  responder  a  este  llamado  a 
traves  de  vocaciones  especlficas, 
las  cuales  son  dones  de  Dios  que 
fonalecen  a  la  Iglesia,  el  Cuerpo 
de  Cristo.  Asi,  en  momentos 
especiales  en  la  vida  de  la 
Iglesia,  celebramos  las  diferentes 
vocaciones  al  igual  que  lo  hacemos 
en  nuestra  Diocesis  durante  los 
meses  de  mayo  y  junio.  Una  de 
mis  celebraciones  favoritas  es 
la  Santa  Misa  de  Aniversario  de 
Bodas,  en  donde  me  reuno  con 
matrimonios  de  nuestra  Diocesis 
que  celebran  sus  25,  50  o  mas 
anos  de  fiel  amor  conyugal. 


En  la  Santa  Misa,  alabamos  y  damos  gracias 
a  Dios  por  haber  unido  a  estas  parejas  como 
marido  y  mujer.  Tambien,  expresamos  nuestra 
mas  profunda  gratitud  a  las  parejas  por  su 
cooperation  con  la  gracia  de  Dios,  por  su 
ejemplo  y  por  el  testimonio  de  sus  vidas,  puesto 
que  son  una  muestra  del  amor  que  nuestro 
Senor  Jesus  siente  por  su  esposa,  la  Iglesia:  un 
amor  que  es  permanente,  fiel,  de  sacrificio, 
enriquecedor  y  dadora  de  vida.  De  esta  manera, 
estas  parejas  responden  al  mandamiento  del 
Senor:  "Amense  los  unos  a  los  otros  como  yo  los 
he  amado". 

En  vista  de  las  constantes  presiones  de  la 
sociedad  y  de  la  vida  familiar,  los  matrimonios 
a  menudo  se  les  hace  dificil  concentrarse  en 
la  renovation  diaria  de  su  amor.  Por  lo  tanto, 


insto  a  todos  los  matrimonios  a  que  respondan 
a  la  siguiente  pregunta:  "iQue  han  hecho  hoy 
por  su  matrimonio?"  De  hecho,  los  invito  a 
visitar  la  pagina  Web  de  la  Conferencia  de 
Obispos  Catolicos  de  Estados  Unidos  en  donde 
encontraran  recursos  que  pueden  ayudarle 
a  responder  a  esa  pregunta.  Tal  vez  puedan 
renovar  su  compromiso  de  orar  juntos  a  diario 
para  que  permanezcan  unidos  en  el  amor  del 
Senor,  para  que  encuentren  momentos  de 
tranquilidad  y  compartan  las  alegrias  y  los  retos 
que  han  vivido;  para  que  realicen  actixidades 
juntos,  y  expresen  en  palabra  y  obra  el  amor  que 
sienten.  Queridos  matrimonios,  aunque  gracias 
a  Dios  consuman  todo  su  tiempo  ayudando  a 
los  demas,  es  esencial  que  se  sigan  preguntando, 
"iQue  hemos  hecho  hoy  por  nuestro 
matrimonio?" 

En  los  meses  de  mayo  y  junio  tambien 
celebramos  en  nuestra  Diocesis  el  Sacramento  de 
la  Orden  Sacerdotal.  De  nuevo  sere  bendecido 
con  un  nuevo  sacerdote,  Juan  Victor  Goumas,  y 
les  pido  que  oren  para  que  el  siga  siendo  siempre 
fiel  a  su  llamado  y  a  su  voluntad  "ante  la  familia 
de  Dios  la  cena  pascual,  dirige  al  pueblo  de  Dios 
en  la  caridad;  los  alimenta  con  su  Palabra  y  los 
renueva  a  traves  de  los  sacramentos"  (extraido 
del  Prefacio  para  la  Ordenacion).  Tambien  sere 
bendecido  con  la  ordenacion  de  Brendan  Buckler 
al  Diaconado  de  Transition,  y  si  Dios  quiere,  al 
Sacerdocio  el  ano  proximo. 

Nuestra  Diocesis  tambien  sera  bendecida 
con  la  ordenacion  de  quince  Diaconos 
permanentes  nuevos,  los  cuales  seran  un  don 
especial  para  nuestra  Diocesis  y  para  toda  la 
Iglesia.  Extendamosle  nuestro  mas  sincere 
agradecimiento,  a  sus  conyuges,  a  sus  familias  y  a 
todos  los  que  han  participado  en  su  formation  y 
capacitacion.  Con  la  gracia  de  Dios  que  "ayuden 
al  Obispo  y  a  sus  sacerdotes  en  el  ministerio 
de  la  Palabra,  de  la  Eucaristia  y  de  la  Caridad. 
al  servicio  de  todos.  (Extraido  del  Rito  de  la 
Ordenacion  de  Diaconos). 

Que  este  sea  un  momento  lleno  de  gracia  para 
nuestros  matrimonios,  sacerdotes,  diaconos  y 
para  que  todos  nosotros  renovemos  nuestras 
vocaciones  y  las  promesas  que  hemos  hecho  al 
Senor,  a  su  Iglesia  y  a  los  demas.  jA  traves  de  la 
intercesion  de  la  Virgen  Maria,  nuestra  Madre. 
que  vivamos  con  su  Hijo  ahora  y  siempre! 


el    hispano  Catolico 


Jovenes  Aduttos  de  la  Mision  a  Honduras 
Comparten  su  Experiencia 


1  decimo 
aniversario 
de  la 
Mision 
Diocesana  de  Jovenes 
Adultos  se  llevo  a 
cabo  entre  el  27  de 
febrero  hasta  el  6 
marzo  de  este  ano. 
Para  este  viaje  los 
miembros  del  equipo 
seleccionaron  el  tenia 
"Ir  mar  adentro"  (Lucas 
5:4)  y  para  muchos 
de  los  19  entusiastas 
misioneros  signified 
literalmente  entrar  en 
aguas  desconocidas. 
Cada  manana  nos 
reuniamos  con  el 
Padre  Marcos  Ayala 
de  San  Juan  Pueblo 
en  Honduras,  para 
celebrar  la  Santa  Misa 
en  el  patio  al  aire  libre 
del  hermoso  Hotel 
Los  Amigos.  Por  la 
tarde,  el  grupo  se 

reunia  para  pasar  el  dia  en  oration,  cantando 
y  narrando  bellas  y  desgarradora  historias  de 
la  gente  y  la  forma  en  que  Dios  habia  tocado 
los  corazones  de  los  misioneros  y  de  los 
hondurenos  por  igual. 

Los  preparativos  para  el  viaje  se  realizaron  un  ano  antes 
para  recaudar  los  fondos  necesarios  y  darles  tiempo  a 
los  misioneros  de  familiarizarse  con  el  viaje.  Las  colectas 
se  realizaron  en  la  Catedral  del  Sagrado  Corazon,  en  la 
Parroquia  del  Centra  Newman  de  Estudiantes  Catolicos,  en 


otras  parroquias  y  con  ayuda  de  tres  proyectos  escolares  para 
recaudar  fondos  y  crear  conciencia  acerca  de  los  esfuerzos  de 
la  mision.  Gracias  a  la  bondad  y  a  la  generosidad  de  tantas 
personas  de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh,  pudimos  llevarnos  a 
Honduras  varias  cajas  coloridas  de  plastico  con  305  pares  de 
zapatos,  600  pares  de  anteojos  y  250  uniformes  escolares. 

Nuestro  equipo  conformado  por  doctores,  enfermeras, 
tecnicos  medicos,  obreros,  cientificos,  ingenieros  y 
profesores,  cuyas  competencias  profesionales  correspondian 
a  las  necesidades  de  las  personas  del  lugar,  nos  ayudo  a 
examinar  a  los  pacientes  en  la  clinica,  a  recetar  los  tan 
necesarios  medicamentos,  a  instalar  paneles  solares  en  la 
iglesia  para  generar  electricidad  y  ensenar  Ingles  en  la  escuela 
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publica  secundaria. 

Durante  nuestra  semana  en  Hondura  fuimos  muy 
bendecidos;  conocimos  a  gente  muy  hermosa  y  a  un  pais 
tan  rico  en  recursos  naturales.  Estamos  muy  contentos 
y  agradecidos  por  habernos  lanzado  "mar  adentro"  y  ver 
el  rostro  de  Cristo  en  nuestros  hermanos  y  hermanas 
hondurenos.  Le  pedimos  a  Dios  que  los  bendiga  y  los 
colme  con  todo  lo  que  necesiten  para  vivir  una  vida  plena  y 
saludable.  Cuando  volvimos  a  casa,  compartimos  nuestras 
experiencias  y  conocimientos  aprendidos  durante  esa  semana 
en  Honduras. 

Lori  Schweickert,  es  una  Psiquiatra  que  ha  coordinado  y 
participado  en  todos  los  10  viajes  misioneros  diocesanos  a 
Jamaica,  Republica  Dominicana  y  Honduras.  -Esta  semana 
fue  todo  lo  siempre  habia  esperado  de  un  retiro,  acercarme 
mas  a  Cristo,  a  nosotros  y  al  projimo.  El  trabajo  fue  sin 
duda  todo  un  reto  y  a  veces  emocionalmente  desgarrador. 
La  oportunidad  de  experimentar  la  Misa  diaria  y  de  servir  a 
Dios  con  gente  a  la  que  aprendi  a  amar  y  admirar  hizo  de  esta 
semana  una  verdadera  Semana  Santa  -  comento. 

-La  gente  que  conocimos  eran  tan  acogedora  y  llena 
de  amor  por  Dios  -recordo  Gwen  Konsler,  enfermera  de 
oncologia  pediatrica.  -Apreciaban  el  mero  hecho  de  que 
vinieramos  a  ayudar,  aunque  fuera  por  tan  corto  tiempo. 
Pusieron  a  Dios  y  sus  familias  por  encima  de  todo  y  son  un 
ejemplo  fantastico  por  lo  que  debemos  luchar  todos  los  dias 
-comenta. 

Bill  Rearick  es  un  quimico  de  textiles.  -Estamos  saturados 
por  nuestros  medios  modernos  de  comunicacion  con 
noticias  sobre  los  pobres  y  las  personas  que  necesitan  ayuda 
-dijo  -de  modo  que  a  menudo  se  convierte  en  algo  estatico 
en  nuestras  vidas.  Pero  cuando  te  encuentras  con  el  pobre  y 
lo  vez  cara  a  cara,  todo  cambia.  Esta  mision  a  Honduras  ha 
sido  una  de  las  mejores  experiencias  espirituales  que  haya 
podido  tener  -explica. 

-Durante  anos  he  escuchado  con  asombro  a  nuestras 
Hermanas  del  Inmaculado  Corazon  de  Maria  (1HM)  hablar 
de  sus  experiencias  con  los  pobres  en  los  paises  de  Peru  y 
Chile,  donde  nuestras  hermanas  han  servido  desde  principios 
de  1920  -  comenta  la  Hermana  Rose  Marie  Adams  (IHM) 
Directora  Ejecutiva  de  la  Oficina  Diocesana  de  Formacion  y 
Evangelizacion  Catolica.  -jQueria  experimentar  todo  lo  que 


habia  escuchado  por  mi 
misma!  Ahora  puedo  contar 
las  historias  de  hospitalidad, 
la  belleza  no  solo  de  los 
hondurenos,  pero  tambien 
de  los  dieciocho  maravillosos 
jovenes  que  fueron  mis 
companeros  de  viaje.  Estoy 
llamada  a  vivir  con  sencillez 
y  siempre  mantener  presente 
las  necesidades  de  los 
pobres  en  mi  mente  y  en  la 
oration.  Ademas,  el  Padre 
Marcos  Ayala  es  un  sacerdote 


increible.  Valio  la  pena  viajar  todos  esos  kilometros  solo  para 
estar  en  su  presencia  y  percibir  su  amor  y  preocupacion  por 
su  pueblo  -cometa. 

Slack  Rogers,  carpintero,  nos  dijo:  -  al  romper  mis 
patrones  normales  de  vida  asistiendo  a  esta  mision,  soy  capaz 
de  mantener  mi  enfoque  espiritual  con  nuevas  experiencias. 
Mi  constancia  en  permanecer  centrado  en  el  amor  y  la 
flexibilidad  de  seguir  al  amor  en  la  direction  que  nos  lleva,  es 
el  enfoque  de  mi  conciencia  ahora.  - 

-El  viaje  te  abre  los  ojos  y  te  das  cuenta  de  lo  bendecido 
que  realmente  eres  -explica  Natalie  Lauk,  enfermera.  -La  gente 
que  vive  en  la  pobreza  tiene  un  espfritu  tan  hermoso  y  siempre 
estan  dispuestos  a  compartir  lo  poco  que  tienen  con  ustedes  - 

Lauren  Vincent,  graduada  recientemente  de  la  universidad, 
se  vio  sorprendida  por  los  dones  que  recibio.  -  Todo  este 
tiempo  tuve  la  idea  de  que  iba  a  servir  a  los  mas  necesitados. 
jY  asi  lo  hice!  Pero  no  tenia  ni  idea  de  que  estas  personas  me 
podrian  dar  mucho  mas  a  cambio.  Reafirmaron  el  proposito 
de  mi  vida,  el  cual  siempre  ha  sido  servir  a  los  demas. 
Entonces  voM  a  casa  con  una  nueva  perspectiva  sobre  la  vida 
y  el  deseo  de  seguir  adelante,  por  eso  estoy  increiblemente 
agradecida  -comenta. 

-Fue  una  experiencia  increible  poder  vivir  el  Evangelio 
-dijo  Pamela  Dellavalle,  estudiante  con  planes  de  estudiar 
medicina.  -Mi  corazon  se  transformo  en  este  viaje.  Es  curioso 
como  a  veces  solo  tienes  que  salir  de  tu  rutina  diaria  y  de  tu 
elemento  para  conocer  mejor  a  Dios  y  ser  mas  receptivos  al 
cambio  que  El  quiere  ver  en  nosotros  -explica.  1 
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!  Year  for  Priests 


Bishops,  Priests 
Renew  Commitment 
at  2010  Chrism  Mass 

The  annual  Chrism  Mass 
was  celebrated  by  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  on  Tuesday, 
March  30,  at  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel  Catholic  Church  in 
Cary.  The  Mass  is  one  of  the  most 
solemn  and  important  liturgies  of  the 
Church.  It  provides  a  public  expres- 
sion of  the  unity  of  the  Diocese  with 
representatives  from  the  96  parishes 
and  mission  churches  in  attendance. 
The  Mass  also  reflects  the  unity  of  the 
Bishop  and  priests  and  celebrates  the 
ministry  of  Priesthood. 

"The  Chrism  Mass  is  a  very  special 
day  for  priests,"  Bishop  Burbidge  said, 
"because  they  are  asked  by  the  Church 
to  renew  their  priestly  promises  and  to 
rededicate  themselves  to  Jesus  Christ." 
Addressing  his  brother  priests,  the 
Bishop  said,  "With  all  the  faithful  who 
gather  today  and  those  throughout  our 
Diocese,  I  express  heartfelt  thanks  to 
you  for  your  priestly  vocation." 

Noting  that  the  universal  Church  is 
celebrating  a  Year  for  Priests,  Bishop 
Burbidge  said,  "My  brothers,  it  is  my 
prayer  that  this  Year  has  helped  you 
to  be  renewed  in  your  imitation  of 
Jesus  as  Priest,  Teacher  and  Pastor 
of  souls." 

An  important  part  of  the  Mass  is 
the  Blessing  of  the  Oil  of  the  Sick,  the 
Blessing  of  the  Oil  of  the  Catechu- 
mens and  the  Consecration  of  the 
Chrism.  Five  large  vessels  of  each 
are  brought  in  to  the  sanctuary  by 
members  of  the  Diocesan  faithful  for 
blessing  by  the  Bishop.  Among  those 
carrying  the  Sacred  Chrism  was  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Vic  Gournas,  who  is  sched- 
uled to  be  ordained  to  the  Priesthood 
May  22,  201 0.  The  Chrism  will  be 
used  in  his  ordination. 
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with  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  almighty  god 
the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
joyfully  announces  the  ordination  of 

JOHN  VICTOR  GOURNAS 

to  the  Order  of  Priesthood 
through  the  imposition  of  hands 

AND 

THE  INVOCATION  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 
AS  CONFERRED  BY 

His  Excellency 
the  most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 

Bishop  of  Raleigh 

Saturday,  the  twenty  second  day  of  may 
in  the  year  of  our  lord 
two  thousand  and  ten 
Ten  o'clock  in  the  morning 

Sacred  heart  Cathedrai 
100  Hillsborough  Street 
Raleigh,  north  Carolina 


Bishop  Gossman 
Celebrates  80th 
Birthday 

►►  On  April  8th,  The  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge and  Catholic  Center 
staff  congratulated  Most  Rev- 
erend F.  Joseph  Gossman, 
Bishop  Emeritus  of  Raleigh, 
with  a  luncheon  and  cake 
on  the  occasion  of  his  80th 
birthday  on  April  1  st. 
On  behalf  of  the  Diocese, 
Bishop  Burbidge  expressed 
gratitude  for  Bishop 


Gossman's  life 
and  continuing 
service.  Noting 
Bishop  Goss- 
man's support  of 
various  charities 
throughout  the 
Diocese  and  his 
special  affection 
for  the  Madonna 
House  Apostolate 
in  Raleigh,  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge presented  him  with  a 
donation  to  the  Apostolate 
from  the  Diocese  in  Bishop 
Gossman's  name.  Madonna 
House  is  an  international 
apostolate,  whose  members 
are  lay  men  and  women  and 
priests  dedicated  to  loving 
and  serving  Christ  through 
promises  of  poverty,  chastity 
and  obedience.  At  the  re- 
quest of  local  bishops,  they 
serve  throughout  the  world 
in  missionary  field  houses 
such  as  the  one  in  Raleigh. 


Did  You  Know? 

►►  Each  month,  priests 
of  the  Diocese  will  answer 
questions  about  their 
interests  and  activities,  in 
an  effort  to  help  readers 
know  them  better.  You  can 
find  more  of  these  profiles 
on  the  Diocesan  Web  site, 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org 
by  clicking  on  the  Year  for 
Priests  icon  on  the  home 


This  month:  Father 
Marcos  Leon-Angulo, 
V.F.  Pastor,  Sacred 
Heart  Parish,  Whiteville 

Who  is  your 
favorite  saint? 

Saint  John  Vianney  and 
St.  John  Bosco 

What  was  your  most 
memorable  spiritual 
pilgrimage? 

The  Basilica  of  Our  Lady 
of  Guadalupe  in  Mexico 
City,  a  place  where  heav- 
en and  earth  meet  in  the 


love  and  mercy  of  God. 

Do  you  have  a  hobby 
or  leisure  activity? 

Photography. 

What  is  your  favorite 
food?  Do  you  cook  it 
yourself? 

I  do  not  cook,  but  I  love 
any  dish  I  find  on  the 
table. 

Favorite  sport?  Fa- 
vorite team  -  College 
and/or  Professional? 

Sorry,  sports  are  not  my 
interest. 

Favorite  author 
and/or  book? 

The  Art  of  Loving  God  by 
Saint  Francis  de  Sales 

Favorite  movie? 

Squanto,  a  movie  about 
the  history  of  Thanksgiving. 

Music  you 
enjoy/artist? 

Religious  and  romantic 


Diocese  Welcomes 
1,200  New  Catholics 
at  Easter  Vigil  Masses 

►►  Approximately  1 ,200  men  and 
women  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  be- 
came members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
at  Easter  Vigil  Masses  celebrated  in  par- 
ishes throughout  the  Diocese.  Just  under 
500  "Elect"  received  the  Sacraments 
of  Initiation:  Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Con- 
firmation. Some  700  "Candidates',  who 
were  baptized  in  other  Christian  tradi- 
tions, were  brought  into  full  Communion 
with  the  Church  through  a  profession  of 
faith  and  by  receiving  the  Sacraments  of 
Eucharist  and  Confirmation. 

The  Elect  and  Candidates  completed 
the  third  part  of  the  formation  process 
known  as  the  Rite  of  Christian  Initiation 
of  Adults  (RCIA).  The  Rite  is  for  the  un- 
baptized;  those  who  have  been  baptized 
but  uncatechized;  and  as  noted  above, 
those  who  have  been  baptized  in  other 
Christian  traditions. 

The  RCIA  is  a  gradual  process  of 
several  steps  beginning  with  the  period 
of  inquiry  (precatechumenate).  The 
second  stage  is  the  catechumenate,  in 
which  the  unbaptized  and  the  uncate- 
chized baptized  learn  about  the  Word  of 
God  and  how  to  live  a  Catholic  Chris- 
tian life.  The  third  stage  is  the  period  of 
Purification  and  Enlightenment,  during 
which  the  Elect  and  the  Candidates 
begin  a  period  of  intense  preparation 
and  prayer,  beginning  with  the  Rite  of 
Election  and  the  Call  to  Continuing 
Conversion.  It  ends  with  the  celebration 
of  the  three  Sacraments  of  Initiation  at 
the  Easter  Vigil. 

The  fourth  stage  is  Mystagogia,  the 
time  when  the  newly  initiated  continue 
their  formation  in  the  faith  and  when  they 
reflect  upon  their  encounter  with  Christ  in 
the  sacraments,  a  life-long  process  that 
all  members  of  the  Church  are  called  to 
in  order  to  develop  a  deeper  relationship 
with  Jesus. 

A  separate  Mass  was  celebrated 
on  April  25  for  Catholics  who  have 
previously  received  the  Sacraments  of 
Baptism  and  Eucharist  and  were,  follow- 
ing the  formation,  seeking  to  complete 
their  Initiation  by  receiving  the  Sacrament 
of  Confirmation. 


Way  of  the  Cross  Unites 
Faithful  on  Good  Friday 


Approximately  800  Diocesan 
faithful  gathered  on  Good  Friday  on 
the  campus  of  Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School  in  Raleigh  to  pray  and  sing  the 
Way  of  the  Cross.  The  Most  Rever- 
end Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of 
Raleigh,  led  the  liturgy  while  those  in 
attendance,  holding  candles,  processed  from  station  to  station.  Among  the  partici- 
pants was  the  Most  Reverend  F.  Joseph  Gossman,  Bishop  Emeritus  of  Raleigh. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Stations,  Bishop  Burbidge  acknowledged  that  all 
of  those  assembled  were  carrying  their  own  crosses  in  life.  "But  tonight  we 
are  reminded,"  Bishop  Burbidge  continued,  "that  we  never  carry  our  crosses 
alone.  Look  around,  and  you  will  see  that  your  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ 
are  walking  the  same  Way  of  the  Cross.  And  especially,  we  know  that  we 
carry  our  burdens  with  the  help  and  example  of  Jesus,  whom  we  praise  and 
bless,  because  by  His  holy  cross  He  has  redeemed  the  world." 


Bishop  Burbidge 
Celebrates  Mass 
of  the  Lord's 
Supper 

►►  The  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F  Burbidge  be- 
gan the  Easter  Triduum 
with  the  celebration  of 
the  Mass  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  in  Raleigh. 
During  the  three  days, 
Holy  Thursday,  Good 
Friday  and  Holy  Satur- 
day, the  faithful  reflect 
the  ultimate  gift  of  love 
God  gives  to  each  of  us, 
through  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  His  Son. 

"Holy  Thursday  is 
all  about  love,"  Bishop 
Burbidge  said  in  his 
homily,  "a  love  that 
is  so  great  that  Jesus 
gives  us  the  gifts  of  the 
Eucharist  and  Priest- 
hood and  an  example 
of  humble  service  to 
imitate."  Reflecting  on 
the  reading  from  St. 
Paul  (1  Cor  1  1:23- 
26),  Bishop  Burbidge 
said,  "What  love  the 
Lord  has  for  us  in 


giving  us  the  Eucha- 
rist. Pray  tonight,  dear 
friends,  that  throughout 
the  Church  and  our 
Diocese  and  in  our 
very  lives  the  Eucharist 
will  be  firmly  believed, 
devoutly  celebrated  and 
intensely  lived." 

Continuing  with  the 
theme  of  love,  Bishop 
Burbidge  noted,  "The 
Priesthood  is  all  about 
love."  He  cited  the 
example  Jesus  gives  to 
each  of  us  in  His  expres- 
sion of  love  for  His 
disciples  when  he  knelt 
and  washed  their  feet.  In 
expressing  gratitude  for 
the  Lord's  love  for  each 
of  us,  Bishop  Burbidge 


concluded,  "May  we  be 
ever  faithful  to  the  Lord 
who  washed  the  feet  of 
His  disciples  and  said, 
"What  I  have  just  done 
for  you  is  to  give  you  a 
model  to  follow,  so  that 
as  I  have  done  for  you, 
you  should  also  do.'" 
Following  the  hom- 
ily, Bishop  Burbidge 
washed  the  feet  of  1  2 
members  of  the  commu- 
nity. At  the  end  of  Mass, 
the  Bishop  removed 
the  Blessed  Sacrament 
from  the  main  altar  and 
in  procession  placed  it 
on  the  Altar  of  Repose, 
where  Adoration  was 
prayerfully  observed 
until  midnight. 
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Sister  Attracta  Kelly  Elected 
Prioress  of  Her  Congregation 

Sister  Attracta  Kelly,  O.R,  an  at- 
torney and  director  of  an  immigrant  law 
program  for  low-income  immigrants 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  was  elected 
the  next  Prioress  of  the  Adrian  Domini- 
can Sisters  during  the  Congregation's 
2010  General  Chapter. 

"I'm  profoundly  grateful  and  moved 
and  in  awe  of  your  trust  in  me,"  Sister 
Attracta  told  the  delegation.  "I  am  with 
you  truly  as  we  work  together  to  bring 
about  trust  and  confidence  in  each 
other,  respect  for  every  human  being, 
and  respect  for  our  universe.  I  count  on 
your  prayers  and  your  support." 

Sister  Attracta,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
has  used  her  law  degree  to  help  people 
who  might  not  otherwise  have  a  voice 
in  the  justice  system.  For  nearly  1  1 
years,  she  has  directed  the  immigrant 
law  program  in  North  Carolina.  She 
also  ministered  for  the  Jesuit  Refugee 
Service,  an  international  organization 
founded  in  1  980  to  accompany  and 
advocate  for  refugees  and  those  who 
have  been  displaced.  As  a  law  school 
intern,  Sister  Attracta  did  legal  aid  work 
in  Washington,  D.C.  for  a  year. 

From  1 986  to  1 992,  Sister  Attracta 
served  the  Adrian  Dominican  Sisters 
as  a  member  of  the  General  Council 


with  Sister  Na- 
dine  Foley,  O.R, 
Prioress.  She 
has  also  served 
as  a  community 
organizer  for 
a  low-income, 
African-Ameri- 
can community 
in  Tennessee 
for  eight  years; 
served  in  a 
parish  in  St. 

Bernard,  Louisiana,  for  two  years; 
served  as  a  principal  in  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  for  six  years;  and  taught  in 
Florida  for  1 0  years. 

Sister  Attracta  said  she  has  been 
influenced  by  many  people  over  the 
years,  including  her  parents.  She  re- 
called her  mother's  frequent  reminder 
that  "often,  often,  often  goes  the  Christ 
in  the  stranger's  guise."  Her  father,  she 
said,  taught  her  to  "look  at  history  from 
the  side  of  the  oppressed,  because  he 
had  experienced  being  there."  In  addi- 
tion, she  said  she  has  been  moved  by 
the  African-American  community  she 
worked  with  in  Tennessee,  "who  had 
such  faith  in  God  and  such  courage  to 
stand  up  against  the  power  structure, 
even  when  they  knew  they  would  be 
targeted."  The  courage  of  the  Gua- 
temalans and  Salvadorans  who  fled 


persecution  in  the  1  980s  prompted 
her  to  attend  law  school,  she  added. 
Today,  she  is  influenced  by  the  people 
she  currently  ministers  with,  "who  tell 
me  of  being  brutally  beaten,  abused, 
raped,  tortured,  trafficked,  bought  and 
sold,  yet  still  have  the  courage  to  speak 
out  against  injustice." 

She  said  she  received  a  number  of 
calls  to  leadership  from  Sisters  in  the 
Adrian  Dominican  Congregation.  "So, 
believing  in  the  workings  of  the  Spirit  in 
my  sisters,  I  took  these  calls  seriously," 
she  said.  Her  hopes  for  the  next  six 
years  are  that  the  Adrian  Dominican 
Sisters  will  "have  the  courage  to  do  with 
less  and  place  ourselves  on  the  pro- 
phetic edge  where  our  founders  were, 
and  that  we  have  the  courage. .  .to  give 
up  even  our  reputation  if  called  to  do  so 
in  following  the  example  of  Jesus." 


Bishop  Confirms  Eighteen  Students 
from  Campus  Ministries 

►►  On  the  evening  of  April  9  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral, 
the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
bestowed  the  Sacrament  of  Confirmation  on  eighteen  students 
prepared  through  campus  ministries  in  the  Diocese.  Young 
men  and  women  from  Duke  University,  UNC-Chapel  Hill, 
UNC-Wilmington,  Elon  University  and  East  Carolina  University 
received  the  sacrament  at  a  Mass  celebrated  by  the  Bishop 
and  attended  by  their  sponsors,  families  and  campus  ministers. 

In  his  homily,  the  Bishop  noted  that  each  student's  story  of 
how  he  or  she  had  come  to  Confirmation  was  unique,  "but  the 
thing  all  your  stories  have  in  common  is  God's  hand,  God's 
way,  God's  will."  The  Bishop  thanked  the  Confirmation  candi- 
dates for  "open  hearts  ready  to  respond  to  God's  call"  and  he 
expressed  special  appreciation  to  "all  those  witnesses  in  your 
lives  -  family,  friends  and  campus  ministers  -  whose  example 
encouraged  you  to  seek  this  Sacrament." 

Now,  the  Bishop  continued,  the  students  were  to  "respond  to 
God's  plea  to  go  forth  and  be  those  witnesses  to  others.  People 


need  to  see  in  you  the  joy  that  is  the  fruit  of  walking  in  God's 
light  and  love  and  truth." 

Zachary  Jones,  a  pre-med  freshman  at  Duke,  said  that  he 
drifted  away  from  the  Church  during  high  school,  but  now 
Confirmation  made  him  feel  "like  a  full  member  of  the  Church, 
and  closer  to  God." 

Amanda  Makarevich  of  UNC-Chapel  Hill,  describing  her 
feelings  about  the  evening,  said,  "It's  really  special  to  be  here 
with  Bishop  Burbidge  and  to  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

Courtney  Jameson,  a  senior  at  Duke,  moved  from  Delaware 
to  North  Carolina  with  her  family  "just  about  the  time  when  I 
would  have  been  confirmed  in  high  school,"  she  said.  "Tonight  I 
feel  'full,'  like  I've  grown  up." 


Five  Diocesan  Leaders 
Speak  at  National  Conference 


Five  leaders  from  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  were  presenters  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  National  Catholic  Education  Association  (NCEA) 
held  in  Minneapolis-St.  Paul  in  April.  The  convention  attracts  thousands  of 
Catholic  educators  from  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  theme  of  this  year's  event  was  Leadership.  Direction.  Service.  In 
addition  to  general  plenary  sessions,  the  meeting  provided  workshops 
on  a  variety  of  topics  for  teachers  at  all  grade  levels.  They  included  "Use 
of  Internet  and  Social  Networking  Policies,"  "Curriculum,  Development 
and  Catholic  Identity,"  "A  Survival  Guide  to  the  Adolescent  Brain"  and  "A 
Whole  School  Approach  to  Building  Diversity  and  Tolerance." 

With  many  Catholic  schools  facing  consolidation  or  closing  in  the 
Northeast  and  Midwest,  the  issue  of  maintaining  viable  schools  was  a 
topic  of  several  sessions  for  school  superintendents  and  principles.  Dr. 
Michael  Fedewa,  Superintendent  of  Catholic  Education  and  Formation  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  took  part  in  a  panel  discussion  on  school  finance, 
particularly  in  order  to  develop  policies,  partnerships  and  programs  to 
sustain  Catholic  institutions.  Dr.  Fedewa  noted  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
is  facing  challenges  different  from  other  parts  of  the  country,  due  to  a 
Catholic  population  that  has  grown  42%  in  the  last  ten  years.  He  noted 
that  nine  Catholic  elementary  schools  have  opened  since  1  994  and 
a  new  facility  for  the  Diocese's  current  only  high  school  was  also  built 
during  that  time.  He  said  a  new  high  school  has  been  approved  for 
Greenville,  with  a  ninth  grade  class  beginning  this  August.  Discussions 
are  underway  for  the  possible  establishment  of  a  high  school  in  the 
Wilmington  area. 

Dr.  Fedewa  said  schools  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  use  four  different 
types  of  funding:  the  typical  parish-funded  model,  a  deanery-supported 
model,  a  parish  assessment-based  model  and  a  cost-based  model. 

Mr.  Jason  Curtis,  principal  of  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School,  presented 
a  session  on  developing  leadership  in  high  school  students.  His 
comments  centered  on  how  to  train  and  sustain  students  in  leadership 
roles  throughout  their  high  school  experience. 

Mrs.  Donna  Moss,  principal  of  Cathedral  Catholic  School,  provided  a 
session  on  cost-based  tuition  and  needs-based  tuition  assistance.  In  cost- 
based  tuitions  models,  schools  calculate  the  true  cost  of  education  per 
pupil,  establishing  that  cost  as  tuition.  Previous  subsidies  and  fundraising 
dollars  then  go  to  financial  assistance  to  help  families  meet  that  tuition. 

Fr.  Mark  Reamer,  Pastor  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish  in  Raleigh,  and 
Mrs.  Jennifer  Bigelow,  principal  of  The  Franciscan  School,  offered  a  session 
on  the  importance  of  developing  a  common  mission  between  parish  and 
school.  They  explained  that  through  collaboration  and  coordination  both 
entities  can  work  toward  fulfilling  the  mission  of  the  Church. 


Special  Needs 
Workshop  Held  for 
Parents  and  Parishes 

Parents  of  children  with  special 
needs  had  the  opportunity  to  at- 
tend a  recent  meeting  sponsored 
by  the  Department  of  Catholic 
Formation  and  Evangelization.  The 
session  was  held  at  Saint  Andrew 
the  Apostle  Catholic  Church  in 
Apex.  Sr.  Kathleen  Schipani,  I.H.M. 
a  specialist  in  the  ministry,  was 
the  presenter.  Sr.  Kathleen  has 
over  30  years  of  teaching  experi- 
ence with  children  and  adults  of  all 
abilities  and  is  the  Administrator  of 
the  Department  for  Pastoral  Care 
for  Persons  with  Disabilities  in  the 
Archdiocese  of  Philadelphia. 

During  her  visit  to  Raleigh,  Sr. 
Kathleen  met  with  catechists  from 
parishes  throughout  the  Diocese 
interested  in  learning  about  what  is 
involved  in  setting  up  catechetical 
programs  for  special  needs  individ- 
uals. Sr.  Kathleen  presented  scrip- 
tural perspectives  and  suggestions 
on  how  to  start  and  support  an 
inclusive  faith  formation  program. 
Many  in  attendance  commented 
on  the  excellent  information  and 
valuable  resources  they  received 
as  part  of  the  day,  and  look  forward 
to  future  collaboration. 

Special  entertainment  was  of- 
fered by  the  M&M  Singers  of  Arc 
Wake  County,  which  was  led  by 
music  director,  Ben  Tomczak.  The 
musical  group,  which  consists  of 
individuals  with  developmental  dis- 
abilities, performs  at  civic  engage- 
ments, church  functions  and  private 
parties. 


St.  Raphael 
Students  Raise 
$5,000+  for  Haiti 

Students  of  St.  Raphael 
Catholic  School  in  Raleigh 
raised  more  than  $5,000 
for  Catholic  Relief  Services' 
efforts  in  Haiti  following  the 
devastating  earthquake  on 


January  1  2. 

The  Student  Council,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  Andrea 
Beyrer,  created  a  school 
contest  called,  "Change 
for  Haiti,"  to  see  which 
class  could  raise  the  most 
money  in  pennies,  nickels, 
dimes  and  quarters  over 
the  course  of  two  weeks. 


"The  kids  talked  about  how 
great  it  would  be  to  raise  as 
much  as  $2,000  in  loose 
change,"  said  Beyrer.  "By 
the  end  of  the  first  week, 
we  were  already  well  over 
that  goal.  I  was  completely 
overwhelmed  by  the  level 
of  participation.  The  friendly 
competition  among  the 


classes  was  really  fun  to 
see."  One  of  the  two  sixth 
grades  brought  in  the  most 
money,  over  $600. 

The  Student  Council  had 
planned  on  counting  the 
change  but  quickly  real- 
ized there  was  too  much 
to  count  and  decided  on 
a  coin  counting  machine. 
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Keynote  Speaker  Patrick  McCaskey,  Owner  of  the 
NFL  Chicago  Bears 


Ignited  by  Truth 
Conference 
Attracts  1,500 


On  March  1 9  and  20, 
the  8th  annual  Ignited  by 
Truth  Conference  was  held 
at  the  North  Carolina  State 
Fairgrounds  in  Raleigh.  This 
year's  conference  attracted 
some  1 ,500  participants, 
according  to  Christine  Sulzen, 
Coordinator  for  Ignited  by 
Truth.  "It's  been  blessed, 
totally  blessed,"  she  said. 

Friday  night  presenta- 
tions were  devoted  to  those 
considering  joining  the 
Catholic  Church.  The  theme 
was  "Discover  the  Catholic 


Church."  Saturday's  pre- 
senters spoke  to  Ignited  by 
Truth's  Mission  Statement: 
"Bringing  to  light  the  truth  of 
the  teachings  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and  igniting  in  our 
hearts  a  love  for  our  faith." 

The  keynote  speaker, 
Patrick  McCaskey,  spoke 
about  his  experiences  as  a 
Catholic  owner  of  the  NFL's 
Chicago  Bears  and  as  the 
grandson  of  the  Bears' 
founder,  George  Halas.  He 
described  his  grandfather 
as  a  man  of  faith  and  virtue 
who  wanted  the  men  on 
the  team  to  be  virtuous  and 
upright.  "I've  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  associated 


St.  John  the  Baptist  A  A  MEN  Chapter 
Makes  Pilgrimage 


Sister  Reginald,  O.S.P.,  and 
Father  Pius  Wekesa 


In  March,  members  of 
the  African  Ancestry  Ministry 
and  Evangelization  (AA- 
MEN)  chapter  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist  Catholic  Church  in 
Roanoke  Rapids,  NC,  made 
a  pilgrimage  to  St.  Francis 
Xavier  Church  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland.  St.  Francis  was  founded  in  1  793  and  was  the  first 
African  American  Catholic  community  in  the  U.S. 

The  parishioners  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  made  their  south- 
ern visitors  welcome  throughout  the  visit.  Their  welcome 
message  was  posted  on  the  church's  marquee  so  that  all 
the  neighbors  could  see  that  company  was  coming.  The 
pilgrims  arrived  over  an  hour  early,  but  they  were  greeted 
with  coffee  and  donuts.  Folks  were  able  to  get  acquainted 
and  explore  before  the  Mass. 

St.  John  parishioners  joined  parishioners  of  St.  Francis 
Xavier  for  Mass  celebrated  by  Father  Pius  Wekesa.  The 
cultural  sharing  through  music  was  a  soul  stirring  and  joyful 
experience  for  all.  The  children  of  the  Sunday  school  classes 


with  the  Bears  all  my  life," 
McCaskey  says,  "and  I  have 
made  it  because  Christ  died 
for  me.  I  believe  we  should 
be  ready  to  die  for  Him 
every  day." 

The  day  concluded  with 
the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  celebrating  Vigil 
Mass.  After  Mass,  the  Bishop 
received  participants  seeking 


blessings.  Suzanne  Wilson 
of  St.  Raphael  the  Archangel 
Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh 
said,  "It's  a  great  program, 
and  I  love  that  we  have  this 
conference  right  here  in  Ra- 
leigh. We  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  listen  to  speakers  from 
around  the  country  whom  we 
otherwise  would  not  have  the 
opportunity  to  hear." 


shared  Black  history  facts. 

After  Mass  Father  Pius  visited  the  Sunday  school  classes 
directed  by  the  Oblate  Sisters  in  the  building  adjoining  the 
church.  Sister  Reginald,  a  former  Catholic  School  principal, 
shared  the  history  of  the  Oblate  Sisters  and  their  continued 
role  in  educating  children  of  the  parish  for  the  past  1 82  years! 

The  parish  social  hall  and  meeting  space  is  always  buzzing 
with  parishioners,  and  it's  where  they  hosted  lunch  for  the 
pilgrims,  with  a  warm  welcome  from  the  pastoral  and  youth 
ministry.  The  evangelization  ministry  presented  everyone 
with  a  welcome  packet  containing  a  Bible  and  religious 
resource  materials. 

The  program  concluded  with  presentations  of  gifts  and 
gratitude  to  the  Sisters,  along  with  a  generous  monetary 
donation  and  canned  goods  donated  from  St.  John's  Angels' 
Closet  Ministry.  A  heartfelt  thank-you  gift  basket  filled  with 
NC  goodies  prepared  by  Patty  Wray,  chair  of  St.  John's 
hospitality  committee,  was  given  to  St.  Francis  Xavier  co- 
organizer  Gail  Wilson. 

The  pilgrimage  was  a  valuable  experience.  Embracing  the 
diversity  of  the  Church  can  only  enrich  a  life  living  the  faith.  St. 
John  welcomes  a  visit  from  St.  Francis  Xavier  this  summer,  as 
we  grow  in  faith  as  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 

-  Carolyn  Ross-Holmes. 


It  took  almost  six  hours  to 
count  the  coins.  "Bring- 
ing in  change  was  a  small 
ordeal,  but  together,  as  the 
whole  school,  we  helped 
our  brothers  and  sisters 
in  Haiti,"  said  Student 
Council  President  Sam 
Meyercord.  "When  we  put 
our  time,  heart  and  effort 


into  everything  we  do,  we 
can  really  make  a  change 
in  others'  lives." 

After  a  school  Mass,  the 
Student  Council  proudly 
presented  Sister  Joan 
Jurski,  O.S.F  Coordinator 
of  the  Raleigh  Diocese  Of- 
fice of  Peace  and  Justice/ 
Respect  Life,  a  check  for 


$5,071 .95.  She  accepted 
on  behalf  of  Catholic  Relief 
Services.  "I  was  truly  in- 
spired by  the  good  will  and 
enthusiasm  of  the  children," 
said  Sister  Joan.  "They  act- 
ed on  their  faith  and  did  this 
tremendous  collection  for 
the  work  of  CRS  in  Haiti. 
What  beautiful  children!" 


Harold  and  Jean  Luppens 


//  Living  in  a  Catholic-based 

community  has  always  been  very  important 
to  us.  Having  a  chapel  that  offers  daily  Mass 
in  the  same  building  as  our  apartment  is  a 
blessing.  We  can  simply  go  downstairs  to 
receive  the  Holy  Eucharist  daily.  It  is  a  specia 
gift  to  have  it  all  here  at  Pine  Knoll/^ 

//We  had  done  our  research  touring  eight 
other  communities,  but  the  moment  we 
entered  the  front  gates  at  Belle  Meade  we 
thought,  'Wow!  This  is  it!'  The  fact  that 
Belle  Meade  is  also  a  Catholic-based  com- 
munity was  an  unexpected  bonus.  We  have 
everything  we  could  want  at  Belle  Meade. 
We  can  be  as  busy  or  as  idle  as  we  wish/^ 
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For  more  information  about  continuing  care 
retirement  living  at  Pine  Knoll  or  Belle  Meade, 
call  910.246.1008  or  800.343.7463 


Belle  Meade 
clubhouse 


ST.  JOSEPH  of  the  PINES 


Q 


Dick  and  Pat  Hoskins 


BELLE  MEADE 


PINE  KNOLL 


Camp  Easter  Road        590  Central  Drive 
Southern  Pines,  NC 


St.  Joseph  of  the  Pines  is  the  leading  provider  of  senior  living 
Nationally       an^  health  services  serving  the  Sandhills  region  since  1 948. 
Accredited 


www.sjp.org 


things  to  do: 


Wedding  Anniversary  Mass,  Sunday,  May  2,  3  p.m.  - 
5:30  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart  Church,  300  Dundee  Road, 
Pinehurst,  NC  28374.  Bishop  Burbidge  will  celebrate  Mass 
honoring  those  with  25,  50  or  50+  Anniversaries.  Registration 
is  through  the  couple's  parish. 
For  more  information  contact 
Linda  Bedo  at  bedo@raldioc. 
org  or  9 19-82 1-9753. 


of  Christ  are  invited  to  the  Vocations  Prayer  Group  for  Women. 
Thursday  evening  meetings  will  begin  in  Sacred  Heart  Cathe- 
dral with  Adoration  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  7  pm  followed 
by  Benediction.  At  8  pm  the  group  will  move  to  the  Office  of 
Vocations  for  fellowship  and  discussions.  Meetings  should  end 
by  9  pm.  Next  group  on  June  24.  Contact  Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger, 
vocations@raldioc.org. 


SAVE  THE  DATE 

Catholic  Convocation 


Quo  Vadis  Group,  May  1 1 , 

7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral.  High  school 
age  boys  are  invited  to  attend 
the  Quo  Vadis  group,  which 
meets  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  the  month.  Quo  Vadis  pro- 
vides a  fraternal  environment 
and  an  opportunity  to  gather 
for  fellowship,  prayer  and  a 
discussion  on  discernment 
and  vocations.  Next  Quo 

Vadis  Group  May  1 1 .  Please  contact  the  Office  of  Vocations  for 
more  information  at  91 9.832.6279. 

Catholic  Youth  Convention,  May  1 4-1 6  at  the  Greenville 
Convention  Center. 

Priesthood  Discernment  Group,  May  1 5,  9  a.m.  -  1 
p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton  Street, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27603.  Adult  Catholic  men  between  the 
ages  of  1  7-48  discerning  a  possible  call  to  Priesthood  are 
invited  to  the  Priesthood  Discernment  Group  meetings  held 
on  the  third  Saturday  of  each  month.  If  you  are  just  begin- 
ning to  contemplate  a  vocation  or  are  more  serious  about  a 
call  to  priesthood  please  consider  attending  this  group.  The 
Priesthood  Discernment  Group  provides  a  fraternal  environ- 
ment in  which  to  discuss  your  discernment  of  a  possible  call 
to  Priesthood  with  other  men  who  are  also  examining  the 
call.  The  group  discusses  issues  central  to  the  call  and  does 
so  within  the  context  of  prayer,  presentations,  and  discus- 
sion. The  morning  begins  with  Mass.  Coffee  and  doughnuts 
will  be  available  in  the  Office  of  Vocations  (two  doors  down 
from  the  Cathedral)  after  Mass.  Morning  Prayer,  a  discus- 
sion/presentation about  discernment/Priesthood,  Daytime 
Prayer,  and  lunch  follow.  Next  Discernment  Group  June 
1  2.  For  more  information  contact  the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group  for  Women,  May  20,  7  p.m.  -  9 
p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27603.  Single  Catholic  women  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-45  who  are  committed  to  praying  for  vocations,  growing  in 
holiness  while  in  the  midst  of  the  world,  and  discerning  the  call 


Theme:  Liturgy:  How  We  Pray,  What  We  Believe, 
Who  We  Are 

Saturday,  October  16,  2010 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School,  Raleigh 
9:30  a.m.  -  Opening  Prayer  followed  by  Keynote  Addresses 
English  Keynote  -  Archbishop  Wilton  Gregory 
Spanish  Keynote  -  Sister  Dorus  Turek,  SSND 


4:30  p.m.  -  Mass.  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh,  celebrant  and  homilist. 


Mass  of  Ordination  to 
the  Priesthood,  May  22, 

1 0  a.m.  -  1  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  Raleigh. 
On  May  22nd,  we  will  cel- 
ebrate the  Ordination  of  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Victor  Gournas  to 
the  Priesthood!  Please  pray 
for  Rev.  Mr.  Gournas  on  this 
special  day. 


Holy  Hour  for  Vocations, 

June  4,  7-8  p.m.  at  St. 
Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic 
Church  in  Wake  Forest.  The 
Holy  Hour  for  Vocations 
provides  an  opportunity  to  come  together  as  a  community  and 
pray  before  the  Blessed  Sacrament  for  an  increase  in  voca- 
tions to  the  Priesthood  and  Religious  Life.  All  are  invited  to  join 
Bishop  Burbidge  in  this  celebration.  A  reception  will  follow. 

Mass  of  Ordination  to  the  Transitional  Diaconate,  Saint 
Catherine  of  Siena  Church,  Wake  Forest,  on  Saturday,  June  5 
at  1 0  a.m.  We  will  celebrate  the  Ordination  to  the  Transitional 
Diaconate  of  Brendan  Joseph  Buckler.  The  Most  Reverend  Mi- 
chael F.  Burbidge  will  preside.  Please  pray  for  Brendan  Buckler 
on  this  special  day. 


Upcoming  events 
at  Avila  Retreat 
Center 

7 1  1  Mason  Road,  Dur- 
ham. 2771  2.  To  register 
or  for  more  information, 
call  919.477.1285. 


►►  Encuentro  de  Lider- 
azgo  Hispano,  28-30 
de  mayo,  Avila  Retreat  Center,  7 1  1  Mason  Road,  Dur- 
ham, NC  2771  2.  La  Santisima  Trinidad,  Padre  Chesco 
Garcia.  Costo:  $1 00  por  persona.  Por  favor,  escriba  el 
cheque  a  nombre  de:  Avila  Retreat  Center  y  envielo  junto 
con  la  inscription  a  la  siguiente.  Fecha  limite:  2 1  de  mayo. 

►►  Ignatian  Retreat  for  Men,  June  11-13,  Fri.  7  p.m. 
-  Sunday  noon.  Contact  Jim  Haag,  91 9.841 .581  7. 


parish  profile 


A  Pilgrim  Church 

Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary,  Louisburg 


Sister  Elizabeth 
Bullen, 
I.H.M.,has 
been  Pastoral 
Administrator  of  Our 
Lady  of  the  Rosary 
Parish  in  Louisburg, 
NC,  since  1999.  "I 
have  a  dream,"  she 
says  with  a  smile,  "of 
creating  a  map  that 
shows  all  the  different 
places  our  community 
has  attended  Mass  in 
its  history."  Those  locations  would 
include,  prominently,  the  chapel  at 
Louisburg  College,  as  well  as  the  local 
Episcopal  church,  the 
Moose  Lodge, 
a  public 
school 
cafeteria 

and  the  house  where 
Sister  Bullen  is  currently 
living. 


the  Diocese  of 

Raleigh 


resource 


Catholics  have  been  worship- 
ping in  Louisburg  since  the 
'60s,  when  priests  would  come 
to  minister  to  college  students. 
Often  they  came  from  St.  Cath- 
erine of  Siena  in  Wake  Forest. 
"We  consider  St.  Catherine  our 
mother  parish,"  Sister  Bullen 
says.  Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary 
has  also  received  priestly  min- 
istry over  the  years  from  mem- 
bers of  the  Dominican  Order. 
The  parish,  which  began  as  a 
migrant  ministry  with  25  fami- 
lies, was  officially  recognized  in 


Our  Lady  of 
the  Rosary, 
Louisburg 

937  North 
Main  Street 
Louisburg,  NC 
27549 

919.  340.0556 


1999,  but  its  canonical  status  is 
that  of  a  mission  church. 

The  present  church,  in  a 
rented  building  south  of  down- 
town, serves  as 
the  worship 
site  for 
some  200 
families, 
about  60%  of 
them  Hispanic. 
It  has  been  home  to  Our 
Lady  of  the  Rosary  for 
three  and  a  half  years.  Fa- 
ther Scott  McCue,  Assistant 
Principal  for  Spiritual  Life  at 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School, 
celebrates  two  Masses  there 
on  Sunday,  one  in  English  and 
one  in  Spanish.  The  Spanish 
Mass  is  often  standing  room 
only.  The  parish  is  proud  of  its 
vibrant  youth  faith  formation 
program;  in  a  recent  year,  17 
young  people  from  Our  Lady 
of  the  Rosary  were  confirmed. 

Everything  in  the  sanctu- 
ary of  the  present  church  is 
donated.  The  tabernacle  came 
from  St.  Bernadette  in  Burner. 
The  ambo  was  handmade  by 


the  father  of  a  Louisburg  Col- 
lege student;  the  man  came 
from  New  York  with  tools  and 
wood  and  built  it  in  the  park- 
ing lot.  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
Parish  in  Raleigh  has  also  been 
a  benefactor,  helping  to  estab- 
lish a  food  pantry  in  the  parish 
center  and  donating  soup  kits 
to  help  feed  the  poor. 

Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary  is  the 
only  Catholic  church  in  Frank- 
lin County.  It  is  also  a  "pilgrim" 
church,  a  community  in  search 
of  a  permanent  home.  Land  was 
purchased  for  a  future  church 
close  to  downtown,  but  the 
costs  associated  with  building 
there  were  prohibitive;  now  that 
land  is  for  sale.  Meanwhile  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  pur- 
chased 20  acres  north  of  town 
in  hopes  of  a  church  being  built 
there  at  some  future  date.  "In 
Gods  time,"  Sister  Bullen  says. 

Meanwhile,  she  says,  "It's  a 
great  joy  to  be  part  of  bringing 
people  together,  and  of  seeing 
our  people's  commitment  and 
unity  in  building  up  the  Body 
of  Christ."  9 
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You've  a/uHlUS/  been  close. 
Now  you  can  be  c/o&& 


Whether  you're  a  grandparent  and  you  miss 
watching  your  grandchildren  grow,  or  you  are 
a  son  or  daughter  and  your  children  are  missing 
out  on  special  moments  with  their  grandparent, 
Pennybyrn  can  bring  your  whole  family  closer 
together.  At  Pennybyrn,  adults  62  and  older  can 
enjoy  a  whole  new  spirit  of  retirement  living: 
carefree,  invigorating,  inspiring.  Close  to 
Jamestown  and  Greensboro,  Pennybyrn  is  an 
exceptional  choice.  Do  it  for  yourself.  Do  it  for 
each  other. 

Call  us  at  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 

m  P6NMVBVKR1 

\Jy         at  M    A    R    Y    F    I    E    L  D 

Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 

vvww.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com  fSf 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260  isssxs; 


Statement  of 
on-Discriminatory  Policy 
as  to  Students 

As  Catholic  schools  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  the  following  schools 
have  a  racially  non-discriminatory  policy  for  all  students,  as  our 
schools  admit  students  of  any  race,  color,  national  and  ethnic  origin 
or  sex  to  the  rights,  privileges,  programs  and  activities  to  students  at 
the  schools. 

These  schools  do  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
national  and  ethnic  origin  or  sex  in  administration  of  educational 
policies,  admissions,  and  athletics  and  other  school-administered 
programs. 

Office  of  Catholic  Formation  and  Education 


Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa 

Superintendent 
of  Catholic  Formation  and  Education 


Schools  and  Early  Childhood  Centers 

Annunciation  Catholic  School,  Havelock  Pre-K-8 

Blessed  Sacrament  Catholic  School,  Burlington  Pre-K-8 

Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School,  Raleigh  9-12 

Cathedral  School,  Raleigh  Pre-K-8 

Immaculata  Catholic  School,  Durham  Pre-K-8 

Infant  of  Prague  Catholic  School,  Jacksonville  Pre-K-8 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic  School,  Raleigh  K-8 

Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  Catholic  School,  Rocky  Mount  Pre-K-8 

Pope  John  Paul  II  Catholic  School,  Southern  Pines  Pre-K-7 

Sacred  Heart  Early  Childhood  Center,  Pinehurst  Pre-K 

St.  Andrew  Early  Childhood  Center,  Apex  Pre-K&K 

St.  Ann  Catholic  School,  Fayetteville  Pre-K-8 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic  School,  Wake  Forest  K-8 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Early  Childhood  Center,  Wake  Forest  Pre-K 

St.  Egbert  Catholic  School,  Morehead  City  K-5 

St.  Francis  of  Assisi  ECLC,  Raleigh  2,3,4  yrolds 

St.  Joseph  Catholic  Preschool,  Raleigh  Pre-K 

St.  Mark  Catholic  School,  Wilmington  K-8 

St.  Mark  Montessori  Catholic  Preschool,  Wilmington  Pre-K 

St.  Mary  Catholic  School,  Wilmington  Pre-K-8 

St.  Mary  Child  Development  Center,  Gamer  Pre-K 

St  Mary  Magdalene  Catholic  School,  Apex  Pre-K-8 

St.  Mary  School,  Goldsboro  Pre-K-8 

St.  Michael  Catholic  School,  Cary  Pre-K-8 

St.  Michael  Early  Childhood  Center,  Cary  Pre-K&K 

St.  Patrick  Catholic  School,  Fayetteville  Pre-K-8 

St.  Paul  Education  Center,  New  Bern  Pre-K-8 

St.  Peter  Catholic  School,  Greenville  Pre-K-8 

St.  Raphael  Catholic  School,  Raleigh  K-8 

St.  Raphael  Early  Childhood  Center,  Raleigh  Pre-K  &  Transitional  K 

St.  Thbmas  More  Catholic  School,  Chapel  Hill  Pre-K-8 

The  Franciscan  School,  Raleigh  K-8 
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Campana 
Anual  Del 
Obispo 


Thank  you  for  your  support  of  the  2010  Bishop's 
Annual  Appeal.  This  year  over  28,000  households 
across  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  made  a  donation.  ~  c£ 

The  fulfillment  of  these  pledges  enables  Catholic  "'■  ■» 

Charities  to  continue  reaching  out  in  service  and  compassion 
challenging  economic  times.  The  BAA  also  funds  other  pastoral  mini 
such  as  seminarians  and  Catholic  formation  and  education. 

If  you  have  a  balance  on  your  pledge,  you  si 
reminders  by  email  or  through  regular  m 

For  questions,  please  contact  the  Bishop's 


Thank  you  for  being  Stewar 
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Ordained  in  Joyous  Celebration 


from    the  bishop 


Jesus, 

e  Bread  of 


In  the  month  of  June  the  universal  Church  celebrates 
Corpus  Christi,  the  Solemnity  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of 
Christ.  It  is  appropriate  that  we  reflect  throughout  this 
month,  and  frequently  throughout  the  year,  on  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Eucharist. 


Recently,  a  great  number  of  children  and 
adults  throughout  our  Diocese  received  the 
Holy  Eucharist  for  the  first  time.  Many  have 
commented  on  the  glow  on  the  faces  of  these 
new  communicants  on  that  special  day  in  their 
lives.  They  realized  that  they  had  been  given  the 
most  precious  gift  of  all:  the  gift  of  Jesus  Himself. 
That  reality  is  found  in  the  teaching  of  the  Second 
Vatican  Council  which  states  that  the  Eucharistic 
sacrifice  is  the  "source  and  summit  of  Christian 
life"  a  umen  Gentium,  11).  The  Catechism  of  the 
Catholic  Church  further  explains  that  in  the  Most 
Blessed  Sacrament  of  the  Eucharist  "the  body  and 
blood,  together  with  the  soul  and  divinity,  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and,  therefore,  the  whole  Christ 
is  truly,  really  and  substantially  contained"  (1374). 

Those  receiving  the  Eucharist  for  the  first  time 
remind  all  of  us  of  the  profound  gratitude  that 
must  be  ours  each  and  every  time  we  receive 
the  Eucharist.  It  is  a  gift  we  must  never  take  for 
granted.  We  can  never  approach  this  Sacrament 
in  a  casual  and  passive  manner.  Saint  Paul 
reminded  his  community  and  all  of  us  of  the  need 
for  Eucharistic  wonder  and  awe.  For  in  receiving 
Jesus,  we  receive  the  Word  made  flesh  and  the 
Bread  of  Life.  May  we  prepare  to  receive  the 
Eucharist  by  allowing  time  to  come  to  Church 
before  Mass  to  reflect  upon  this  great  mystery, 
and  may  we  always  offer  a  sincere  act  of  gratitude 
upon  receiving  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ. 

Last  month,  I  ordained  a  new  priest  for  our 
Diocese,  Reverend  John  Victor  Gournas,  who  will 
now  offer  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass  each  and 
every  day.  He  was  bursting  with  profound  joy  in 
knowing  the  great  privilege  bestowed  upon  him. 
During  the  Ordination  ceremony  I  handed  him  the 
chalice  and  said  these  words:  "Receive  the  oblation 
of  the  holy  people  to  be  offered  to  God.  Understand 
what  you  do;  imitate  what  you  celebrate  and 
conform  your  life  to  the  mystery  of  the  Lord's  cross." 
This  instruction  can  be  applied  in  all  of  our  lives, 
for  all  those  who  receive  the  Eucharist  are  called  to 


imitate  the  self-sacrifice  of  Jesus. 
We  must  love  without  counting 
the  cost.  We  must  forgive  without 
conditions.  In  addition,  we  must 
carry  our  crosses  in  the  sure  and 
certain  hope  that  none  of  them 
is  greater  than  the  love  of  Christ 
Jesus,  who  gave  His  very  life  for 
us  and  sustains  and  comforts  us. 

We  can  learn  how  to  live  the  Eucharist  from  the 
Gospel  account  on  the  Solemnity  of  Corpus  Christi, 
which  recounts  Jesus  feeding  the  multitude  and 
teaches  us  how  to  live  the  Eucharist.  Just  like  the 
disciples,  we  can  each  easily  identify  people  who 
are  in  need  in  our  parish,  family,  neighborhood  and 
workplace.  We  can  never  be  deceived  into  thinking 
that  there  really  is  not  much  we  can  do  to  help  them. 
Jesus,  who  took  the  five  loaves  and  two  fish  and  fed 
the  multitude, 
simply  asks  us 
to  give  to  Him 
whatever  we 
have  and  trust 
that  He  can 
use  it  in  ways 
we  can  never 
imagine.  When 
placed  in  the 

hands  of  God,  the  time  you  offer,  the  resources 
you  share,  the  deeds  you  perform  and  the  daily 
sacrifices  you  make  can,  through  His  initiative,  work 
miracles  in  the  lives  of  others  and  transform  the 
world  around  us.  Know  that  God  depends  on  you  to 
bring  Him  to  others! 

Throughout  this  month  and  always,  we  give  thanks 
to  God  for  the  gift  of  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Bread  of  Life  who  is  truly,  really  and  substantially 
present  to  us  in  the  Eucharist.  May  we  demonstrate 
in  word  and  deed  that  this  precious  gift  is  the  source 
and  summit  of  our  lives;  may  we  imitate  the  self- 
sacrifice  of  Jesus;  and,  may  we  strive  daily  to  bring 
His  presence  to  all  those  in  most  need. 


Those  receiving  the  Eucharist  for 
the  first  time  remind  all  of  us  of  the 

profound  gratitude  that  must 
be  ours  each  and  every  time 
we  receive  the  Eucharist. 


Hi 
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Fourth  Annual 
Anniversary  Mass 
Honors  225  Couples 

wo-hun- 
dred- 
twenty- 
five 

couples  took  part 
in  the  Fourth 
Annual  Wedding 
Anniversary  Mass 
celebrated  by  The 
Most  Reverend 
Michael  E  Burbidge 
May  2  at  Sacred 
Heart  Church  in 
Pinehurst.  Each 
year,  the  Mass  rec- 
ognizes those  cel- 
ebrating their  25th, 
50th  and  50-plus 
years  of  marriage. 

This  year,  the  total  years 
of  marriage  by  the  couples 
attending  the  liturgy 
amounted  to  more  than 
8,500,  with  166  of  the 
couples  married  50  years 
or  more.  Of  those  pres- 
ent, Donald  and  Margaret 
Duckworth  of  Pinehurst 
are  celebrating  their  67th 
anniversary  this  year. 

Reflecting  on  the  Gospel 
reading  of  the  day  when  Je- 
sus instructs  His  disciples  to 
"love  one  another  as  1  have 
loved  you,"  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge told  the  couples  that 
they  are  the  visible  expres- 
sion of  that  love.  "You  have 
taught  us  the  true  meaning 
of  married  love:  not  a  con- 
tract but  a  covenant,  a  life- 
long commitment  between 
one  man  and  one  woman." 
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More  than  600 
Attend  40th  Annual 
Diocesan  Youth 
Conference 

►►May  14- 16th  marked 
the  40th  Annual  Catholic 
Youth  Convention  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The 
weekend-long  convention 
was  held  at  the  Green- 
ville, N.C.  Convention 
Center.  Approximately 
600  high  school  students, 
staff  and  chaperones 
were  in  attendance. 

The  theme  of  this  year's 
convention  was  "We  are 
witnessing  Christ."  The 


convention  kicked  off  Fri- 
day night  with  a  concert 
by  the  popular  singer, 
storyteller  and  keynote 
speaker,  Steve  Angrisano. 

The  weekend  offered 
students  Adoration  and 
Benediction,  the  Sacra- 
ment of  Reconciliation, 
speakers  and  workshops. 
The  workshops  covered  a 
variety  of  topics  such  as 
"Lights,  Camera,  Action... 
Where  is  Jesus  in  Our 
Movies?"  by  Leo  Moreda 
and  "YBC  (Why  Be  Cath- 
olic?)" by  Fr.  Scott  McCue 
and  Georgie  Clemens. 

Father  Patrick  Tuttle 


O.F.M.,  who  formerly 
ministered  at  St.  Fran- 
cis of  Assisi  Church  in 
Raleigh  and  Immaculate 
Conception  Church  in 
Durham,  and  now  minis- 
ters in  Greenville,  S.C., 
gave  a  presentation  titled, 
"Answering  the  Call." 

"I  was  pleasantly  sur- 
prised this  year,"  Father 
Tuttle  said,  "when  I  was 
told  of  three  vocations 
that  had  been  accepted 
from  previous  youth 
conventions  and  I  had 
the  honor  to  hear  about  a 
fourth  discernment,  very 
much  in  progress.  This 


Convention  is  a  field  of 
fruit  for  Jesus,  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  ready 
to  serve.  What  an  honor 
to  be  here!" 

The  event  concluded 
with  a  Mass  celebrated 
by  the  Most  Reverend  Mi- 
chael F.  Burbidge.  Music 
for  the  liturgy  was  led  by 
Steve  Angrisano. 

During  the  Mass,  Bishop 
Burbidge  instituted  the 
new  Diocesan  Youth 
Board,  made  up  of  elected 
representatives  from  the 
eight  deaneries.  The  board 
will  serve  for  the  201  0- 
201  1  school  year. 
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CGHS  Welcomes 
Pope  John  Paul  II  High 
School  Community 

►►  Once  the  students  of  Cardinal  Gib- 
bons High  School  heard  there  would 
be  another  Catholic  high  school  in 
the  Diocese,  they  immediately  wanted 
to  help.  At  the  students'  suggestion, 
the  community  of  Pope  John  Paul  II 
Catholic  High  School  in  Greenville 
traveled  to  Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School  in  Raleigh. 

On  April  30,  twenty-five  rising  9th 
graders,  faculty,  trustees,  administration 
and  parents  from  Pope  John  Paul  II 
High  School  were  welcomed  into  the 
CGHS  community.  Among  the  visitors 
were  Fr.  Justin  Kerber,  OP,  Pastor 
of  St.  Peter  Parish,  Greenville;  Fr. 
Michael  A.  Butler,  Pastor  of  St.  Gabriel 
Parish,  Greenville,  where  the  new  high 
school  will  be  located;  and  Dr.  Joseph 
Nelson,  new  principal  of  St.  Peter 
Catholic  School  and  lead  administrator 
for  John  Paul  II  High  School. 

In  his  opening  address  to  the  stu- 
dents, Jason  Curtis,  principal  of  Cardi- 
nal Gibbons,  said,  "The  most  important 
part  of  this  campus  is  the  people,  and 
now,  Pope  John  Paul  II  High  School, 
you  are  a  part  of  that  relationship." 

The  Greenville  students  were  given 
the  opportunity  to  tour  the  school,  eat 
lunch  and  attend  classes  with  Gibbons 
students.  Faculty  from  the  same  subject 
area  in  each  school  and  parents  from 
each  school  were  paired  together  for 
question-and-answer  sessions.  "There's 
an  authenticity  to  living  God's  love  at 
Cardinal  Gibbons  from  the  leadership, 
administration,  faculty,  and  the  students 
and  I  have  a  great  deal  of  respect  for 
that,"  said  Dr.  Valerie  DeBellis,  the  J  PI  I 
honors  Geometry  teacher. 

Several  students  expressed  their  ea- 
gerness to  start  classes  in  the  new  high 
school.  They  were  awed  by  the  Car- 
dinal Gibbons  facilities  but,  more  than 
that,  impressed  by  the  spirit  among 
students.  "The  one  thing  I  would  like  to 
see  at  our  school  next  year,"  one  John 
Paul  II  freshman  said,  "is  the  kind  of 
relationship  between  the  students  and 
faculty  and  among  the  students  that  I 
see  here  at  Cardinal  Gibbons." 


Colette  DeLeo,  whose  son  will  be 
a  member  of  John  Paul  H's  first  class, 
called  the  new  high  school  an  answer 
to  prayer,  saying  she  had  started  pray- 
ing for  a  Catholic  high  school  when  her 
son  was  in  kindergarten. 
Fr.  Kerber  said,  "The  best  part  of  be- 
ing here  was  witnessing  the  faith  of 
the  Cardinal  Gibbons  students.  Their 
faith  permeated  our  whole  experience 
today" 

Speaking  to  the  students  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Welcome  Day,  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh,  described  Cardinal 


Gibbons  as  "a  treasure  and  a  gift  to  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh.  It  takes  its  Catholic 
identity  seriously  and  teaches  you  to 
celebrate  your  faith,  because  you  are  a 
part  of  something  bigger  than  just  your 
class  or  your  school.  You  are  part  of 
the  Body  of  Christ,  the  whole  Church 
in  the  world." 

The  Bishop's  words  must  have  reso- 
nated with  the  John  Paul  II  students 
as  they  boarded  the  bus  for  home  on 
Friday  afternoon.  Thanks  to  the  open- 
ness and  generosity  of  the  students  at 
Cardinal  Gibbons,  they  had  seen  their 
own  world  expand  in  just  a  few  hours. 


More  Than  1 00  Adults 
Confirmed 

On  Sunday,  April  25th,  more  than 
one  hundred  adult  Confirmation  can- 
didates gathered  with  their  sponsors, 
families  and  friends  to  complete  their 
initiation  into  the  Catholic  Church. 
Those  receiving  the  Sacrament  of 
Confirmation  represented  2 1  parishes 


of  the  Diocese  and  included  candidates  from  Fort  Bragg  and  Camp  Lejeune. 
The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  was  the  principal  celebrant  and 
homilist  at  the  bilingual  liturgy,  which  was  held  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic 
Church  in  Raleigh. 

In  his  homily,  delivered  in  both  English  and  Spanish  with  the  assistance  of 
Fr.  Joseph  Lapauw,  C.I. CM.,  Pastor  of  St.  Eugene  Parish  in  Wendell,  Bishop 
Burbidge  spoke  of  the  call  inherent  in  Confirmation.  "I  know  you  are  so  grateful 
for  the  faithful  people  who  have  witnessed  to  the  Lord's  goodness  in  their  lives 
and  brought  you  to  this  moment,"  the  Bishop  told  those  being  confirmed.  "Now 
it  is  your  mission  to  go  forth  and  be  witnesses  of  God's  love  and  truth  to  others." 


WT  hile  it  may  cost  an  arm  and  a  leg  to  live  in  the 
state  of  New  York  these  days,  it  may  soon  cost  a 
liver  or  kidney  to  die  there. 
Residents  of  the  state  have  been  debating 
a  legislative  measure,  put  forward  by  a  state  lawmaker,  that 
would  automatically  enroll  all  residents  as  organ  donors.  The 
law  would  rely  on  what  is  termed  "presumed  consent"  and  al- 
low for  the  harvesting  of  a  deceased  resident's  body  parts  unless 
that  resident  had  specifically  opted  out  of  "donating"  in  this 
way  when  signing  up  for  a  drivers  license. 

This  approach  to  organ  procurement  raises  sig- 
nificant ethical  concerns.  Would  we  allow  a  bank  (or 
even  a  worthy  charity)  the  right  to  automatically  raid 
customers'  bank  accounts  upon  their  death  unless 
they  "opted  out"  of  the  program?  As  one  commen- 
tator described  the  situation,  "It  really  does  smack 
of  something  quite  dark  when  a  system's  default 
mode  exploits  the  fact  that  dead  men  not  only  tell  no 
tales,  they  refuse  no  proposals." 

A  recent  editorial  in  the  Buffalo  News  carried 
the  analysis  further:  "A  corpse  may  not  have  many 
rights,  but  one  of  them  ought  to  be  that  the  handling 
of  it  is  not  based  on  an  invasive  presumption.  In- 
formed consent  should  remain  the  standard.  What  is 
needed  is  to  increase  the  number  of  donors  through 
leadership  and  persuasion,  not  state-facilitated  con- 
fiscation." 

State-facilitated  salvaging  of  organs  in  the 
absence  of  explicit  consent  undercuts  the  essential 
character  of  organ  donations  as  a  gift.  As  Pope 
Benedict  XVI  noted  in  2008:  "Informed  consent  is 
a  precondition  of  freedom  so  that  the  transplant  can 
be  characterized  as  being  a  gift  and  not  interpreted 
as  a  coercive  or  abusive  act." 

In  fact,  informed  consent  is  so  fundamental  that 
the  Catechism  of  the  Catholic  Church  points  out: 
"Organ  transplants  are  not  morally  acceptable  if  the 
donor  or  those  who  legitimately  speak  for  him  have 
not  given  their  informed  consent." 

So  what  might  be  the  anticipated  effects  of 
mandated  presumed  consent?  Perhaps  the  very  op- 
posite of  what  advocates  were  hoping  for.  It  might, 
paradoxically,  cause  people  to  step  back  from  do- 
nating. As  one  commentator,  half  in  jest,  declared: 
"So  now,  if  you're  'dead  enough',  they'll  just  pull  the 
plug  and  walk  off  with  your  entrails  under  the  guise 
of  presumed  consent,  which  makes  me  think  very 
strongly  against  being  an  organ  donor." 

Prof.  James  F.  Childress  commented  on  the 
importance  of  trust  issues  at  the  center  of  a  very 


sensitive  decision  like  organ 
donation:  "If  you  ask  why  people 
do  not  currently  sign  donor  cards, 
some  of  those  reasons  have  to 
do  with  inertia,  with  not  having 
thought  about  it,  but  some  of 
them  just  have  to  do  with  trust 
and  mistrust  of  the  system." 

Even  among  those  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  receive  a 
scarce  organ,  there  could  be  an 
awkward  hesitancy  introduced 
by  such  a  legal  maneuver.  One 
organ  recipient  named  Alison 
posted  this  comment  about  the 
presumed  consent  law  on  an 
internet  discussion  site: 


-  Rev.  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,  Ph.D. 
earned  his  doctorate 
in  neuroscience 
from  Yale  and  did 
post-doctoral  work 
at  Harvard.  He  is  a 
priest  of  the  diocese 
of  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  serves  as  the  di- 
rector of  education  at 
the  National  Catholic 
Bioethics  Center  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
(www.ncbcenter.org) 


"As  an  organ  recipient  I  would  not  have  signed 
up  for  the  UNOS  [United  Network  for  Organ  Shar- 
ing] list  if  a  law  such  as  this  were  in  place.  I  could 
not  live  with  a  transplant  not  knowing  if  the  person 
was  indeed  dead  when  the  organ  was  taken  or  if 
their  religious  beliefs  were  against  organ  donation 
and  they  just  had  not  filled  out  an  opt-out  card... 
Frankly  for  me  personally,  the  burden  of  knowing 
that  someone  had  to  die  (accident,  suicide, 
homicide,  some  family's  tragedy)  for  me  to  live  is 
hard  enough  and  the  only  thing  that  helps  is  know- 
ing they  gave  willingly...." 


By  forcing  the  issue  of  presumed  consent,  rather 
than  patiently  seeking  to  convince  potential  donors 
to  "opt-in"  of  their  own  free  will  —  which  is  the  way 
organ  donation  occurs  in  most  American  jurisdic- 
tions —  lawmakers  and  organ  procurement  agen- 
cies may  experience  significant  setbacks  as  people 
respond  to  a  perceived  assault  on  their  freedom. 

Lawmakers  and  the  medical  establishment  should 
rather  educate  potential  donors  as  to  the  impor- 
tance of  organ  donation  and  seek  to  win  their  trust 
throughout  the  procurement  process.  Building  up 
such  trust  through  the  process  of  informed  con- 
sent all  the  way  to  the  procurement  of  the  organs 
themselves  will  go  a  long  way  towards  increasing 
organ  availability  for  future  transplant  patients. 
Novel  approaches  such  as  mounting  a  public  rela- 
tions campaign  from  Hollywood  might  also  increase 
the  number  of  willing  donors.  The  effect  of  having  a 
noted  celebrity  on  TV  urging  people  to  check  the  or- 
gan donor  box  on  their  driver's  license  renewal  form 
could  be  significant.  Building  up  an  authentic  culture 
of  life  —  and  encouraging  organ  donation  in  ethi- 
cally acceptable  ways  —  needs  to  be  a  real  priority 
for  medicine  and  society,  as  organ  transplantation 
offers  significant  and  enduring  health  benefits  to  the 
sick  who  oftentimes  have  no  other  hope. 


Send  your  questions  to:  "Since  you  asked  J'  71 5  Nazareth  St,  Raleigh,  NC  27606,  or:  reece@raldioc.org. 
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□ from    the    editor  I 

A  Sister,  and 
a  New  Priest 


Five  Organizations  Receive 
Diocesan  Respect  Life  Grants 

►►  Five  organizations  in  the  Diocese  of  Ra- 
leigh have  been  awarded  Respect  Life  grants 
to  assist  their  work  in  upholding  the  sacredness 
of  human  life  from  conception  to  natural  death. 
The  Respect  Life  Grant  process  was  estab- 
lished in  2000  to  meet  the  needs  of  various 
Respect  Life  initiatives,  with  funds  allocated 
from  the  Bishop's  Annual  Appeal.  A  diocesan 
committee,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  Office  of  Peace,  Justice  and  Respect 
Life  reviews  the  grant  requests  and  submits  its 
recommendations  to  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge. 

The  201  0  Respect  Life  Grant  recipients  are: 

•  Creative  Choices  Crisis  Pregnancy  Cen- 
ter, Outer  Banks,  for  materials  to  begin  using 
their  recently  purchased  ultrasound  machine. 

•  People  of  Faith  Against  the  Death  Pen- 
alty, Tar  River,  Albemarle  and  Cape  Fear 
Deaneries,  to  further  educate  the  Catholic 
population  on  the  moral  and  theological  issues 
of  the  death  penalty. 

•  Project  Rachel,  Diocesan-wide,  to  help  cover 
retreat  expenses  for  those  suffering  post- 
abortion trauma. 

•  Teens  for  Life,  Cape  Fear  Dean- 
ery, for  the  purchase  of  materials  in 
support  of  its  mission  to  be  public 
witnesses  for  life  in  public  events 
throughout  the  Deanery. 

•  Voces  Latinas,  Cape  Fear  Dean- 
ery, to  support  and  strengthen  the 
organization's  prenatal  and  post- 
partum program  which  serves  the 
Latino  community. 
The  Office  of  Peace,  Justice  / 

Respect  Life  works  to  promote  respect 
for  human  life  from  conception  to  natural 
death,  to  bring  about  a  conversion  of  heart 
and  mind  to  be  open  to  God's  special 
gift  of  life.  Varied  Respect  Life  Groups 
may  focus  their  energy  on  one  particular 
aspect  of  life,  however,  all  do  so  in  the 
context  of  the  Church's  mission  to  uphold 
the  dignity  of  life  at  all  its  stages. 

Sister  Joan  Jurski,  OSF,  Coordinator  of 
the  Diocesan  Office  of  Peace  and  Justice  / 
Respect  Life,  called  the  grants  "a  tribute  to 
the  ongoing  generosity  of  the  people  of  the 
Raleigh  Diocese  who  work  to  support  the 
dignity  of  life  for  all  persons.  In  address- 
ing these  life  issues,  we  give  witness  to  the 
love  of  God  for  each  and  every  person." 


While  preparing  this  issue,  I  had  the  plea- 
sure of  talking  to  Sister  Margaret  Gal- 
lagher, I.H.M.,  who  is  retiring  in  July. 
What  came  through  in  our  conversation 
was  her  sincere  affection  for  North  Carolina,  where  she 
was  first  assigned  in  1964.  Despite  several  interim  post- 
ings in  New  York,  Sister  Gallagher  has  spent  42  years  in 
our  state,  first  as  a  teacher  and  later  as  one  of  our  Dio- 
ceses early  female  pastoral  administrators. 

Another  thing  I  noticed  about  Sister  Gallagher  was  her  real  excitement,  after 
all  these  years,  about  the  progress  made  and  the  continuing  opportunities  for 
cooperation  among  Christians  of  all  denominations.  Ecumenism  was 
one  of  the  ideals  fostered  especially  by  the  Second  Vatican  Council, 
and  although  that  was  more  than  forty  years  ago,  Sisters  enthusiasm 
remains  fresh.  That's  in  great  portion  because  she  has  seen  the  fruits 
of  that  cooperation  in  her  own  community. 

Father  JaVan  Saxon,  whom  I  visited  last  month  at  St.  Mary  in 
Laurinburg,  attended  Catholic  elementary  school  in  Kinston. 
1  le  spoke  londly  ol  the  sisters  who  taught  him,  and  said, 
"Women  religious  are  the  backbone  of  our  Church.  Not 
only  were  the  Sisters  in  Kinston  great  teachers,  they  were 
great  models.  They  showed  us  a  love  of  the  Church  and 
the  Mass  and  Sacraments."  Speaking  to  Sister  Margaret, 
and  thinking  about  her  long  and  selfless  service  in  our 
Diocese,  Father  Saxons  words  came  back  to  me. 

On  May  22nd,  I  attended  the  Ordination  to  the 
Priesthood  of  Father  John  Victor  Gournas  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral.  You  could  sense  many  emotions  in 
the  air  at  that  event:  Father  Gournas s  own  joy  and 
gratitude;  a  welcoming  happiness  and  pride  among 
the  many  priests  of  the  Diocese  assembled  there; 
and  a  certain  wonder  among  all  in  attendance  at  the 
mystery  unfolding  before  them,  the  special  bestowal  of 
grace  that  enables  a  man  to  transform  bread  and  wine  into 
Christ's  Body  and  Blood,  to  be  the  instrument  through  which 
we  receive  the  Eucharist. 

June  will  see  the  closing  of  the  special  Year  for  Priests  designated 
by  Pope  Benedict  to  encourage  among  priests  the  "striving  for 
spiritual  affection."  Hopefully,  the  sharpening  of  attention  to  and 
appreciation  for  Priesthood  occasioned  by  this  year,  among  both 
priests  and  laity,  will  continue. 

Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind 
suggestions.  You  can  reach  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NO  27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 


Vigilio  de  Trento 

San  Vigilio  de  Trento 


Feast  day:  June  26 

Patron  saint:  Trent,  Italy;  Tyrol,  Italy 

Canonized:  Unknown 

Claim  to  fame:  Saint  Vigilius  was  born  in  c.  353  to 
parents  Theodosius  and  Maxentia. 
He  was  a  Roman  patrician.  He 
is  the  brother  of  Saints  Claudian 
and  Magorian.  Saint  Vigilius 
studied  in  Athens,  where  he 
was  revered  for  his  sanctity  and 
learning,  and  became  friends  with 
St.  John  Chrysostom.  In  about 
380,  he  returned  to  Trent,  where 
he  was  acclaimed  as  the  Bishop. 
He  vowed  to  end  paganism 
in  his  Diocese,  as  well  as  to 
convert  idolators  and  Arians  to 
Christianity. 


How  he  died:  On  June  25, 
405,  while  evangelizing  in  the 
Rendena  Valley  with  his  brothers 
and  another  priest,  Saint  Vigilius 
threw  a  statue  of  Saturn  into  the 
river.  The  worshippers  of  Saturn 
grew  furious  and  stoned  him  to 
death.  His  body  was  returned  to 
Trent,  where  he  was  buried. 


Why  he  is  a  Saint:  Saint 
Vigilius  of  Trent  was  said  to  be  the 
first  martyr  canonized  by  a  Pope. 
His  mission  was  to  end  paganism 

which  led  to  his  death  while  defending  Christianity.  He  is 
the  author  of  the  work,  De  Martyrio  SS.  Sisinnii,  Martyrii  et 
Alexandri. 


Dia  de  fiesta:  26  de  junto 

Santo  Patrono:  Trento,  Italia;  Tirol,  Italia 

Canonization:  Se  desconoce 

Motivo  de  su  fama:  Vigilio  nacio  en  el  aho  353  y  sus 

padres  fueron  Teodosio 
y  Maxenti;  fue  un  patricio 
romano  y  es  el  hermano 
de  las  Santas  Claudian  y 
Magorian.  Vigilio  llego  a 
ser  el  Obispo  de  Trento 
y  prometio  acabar  con  el 
paganismo  en  su  diocesis, 
asi  como  convertir  a  los 
idolatras  y  arrianos  al 
cristianismo.  Durante 
la  evangelizacion  de  los 
idolatras  de  Saturno, 
ordeno  que  se  arrojara 
una  estatua  de  Saturno  al 
rio,  lo  que  enfurecio  a  los 
idolatras  y  lo  apedrearon 
hasta  que  murio. 


Por  que  es  un 
santo:  Se  dice  que  Vigilio 
de  Trento  fue  el  primer 
martir  canonizado  por 
un  papa;  su  mision  fue 
acabar  con  el  paganismo, 
lo  cual  lo  llevo  a  la 
muerte  por  defender  el 
cristianismo. 


Saint  Virgilius,  and  martyrs  Sisinnius,  Martyrius  and  Alexander. 
By  Paolo  Naurizio,  1 583. 


►►  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
announces  the  following  priest  assignments. 


Su  muerte:  El  25  de  junio  de  405,  San  Vigilio  fue 
apedreado  hasta  morir  despues  de  derribar  una  estatua  de 
Saturno  al  Val  di  Rendena;  fue  sepultado  en  Trento,  Italia. 


in  Red  Springs. 

Francis  de  Sales  Parish  in  Lumbert 
Effective  June  30,  2010 

Reverend  Walter  Ospina-Briceno,  from  Pastor  of  Saint 
Andrew  Parish  in  Red  Springs  to  Parochial  Vicar  at  Saint 
Catherine  Siena  Parish  in  Wake  Forest  with  priestly  ministry 


Effective  June  1,  2010  Catherine  Siena  Parish  in  Wake  Forest  with  priestly  ministr; 

Reverend  Fernando  Melendez,  a  priest  of  the  Diocese  of  Chim-  for  the  Sacred  Liturgy  in  the  Extraordinary  Form  at  Sacred 
bote  (Peru),  is  appointed  Administrator  of  Saint  Andrew  Parish      Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh. 
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Voices     in     our  Church 


IW 


pastor's  perspective 


la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


Remembering  cSacerdote: 
Father  Philip  Edelen     imagen  de  Cristo? 


Often  when  I  travel  from  my  home  to  the 
Catholic  Center  1  drive  on  Ashe  Avenue. 
On  that  street  was  the  home  of  the  Edel- 
ens,  a  family  that  occupies  an  important 
place  in  the  history  of  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  and  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

The  family  moved  to  Raleigh  from  Harrisburg,  Pennsylva- 
nia. They  eventually  had  five  sons.  The  eldest,  Philip  Barton 
Edelen,  was  born  in  Harrisburg  on  June  29,  1913,  but  the 
family  moved  when  he  was  still  a  small  child.  At  that  time 
there  were  only  two  churches  in  Raleigh.  The  parish  church 
was  Sacred  Heart,  the  other  church  was  the  chapel  at  the 
Orphanage  two  miles  away.  The  Centennial  Campus  of 
North  Carolina  State  University  now  occupies  the  land  on 
which  the  chapel  and  Orphanage  stood,  except  for  the  land 
on  which  the  Catholic  Center  and  the  buildings  of  the  old 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  stand  today. 

Philip  attended  grammar  and  high  school  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  School.  He  then  entered  Mount  St.  Mary 
College  and  Seminary  in  Emmitsburg,  Maryland.  He  was 
the  first  member  of  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  Parish  to  be 
ordained  a  priest.  After  ordination, he  was  assigned  to  St. 
Anthony  of  Padua  Parish  in  Southern  Pines,  and  later  to 
Blessed  Sacrament  in  Burlington. 

When  World  War  II  started  he  volunteered  as  a  Chap- 
lain and  was  sent  to  Europe.  While  ministering  to  troops 
in  the  1944  Normandy  Invasion,  he  was 
struck  in  the  head  by  shrapnel  from  an 
exploding  mortar  shell.  He  died  four  hours 
later,  on  June  10th,  and  was  buried  there 
in  Normandy.  Fr.  Edelens  younger  brother, 
Neil,  was  also  killed  in  the  war. 
Fr.  Edelen  was  the  only  priest  from  our 
Diocese  who  died  in  the  war.  For  years 
his  grave  was  tended  by  the  Contesse 
d'Ursely  with  the  help  of  her  daughters. 
The  noble  lady  kept  in  touch  with  Fr. 
Edelen's  mother  for  a  number  of  years. 
You  can  find  this  information  and 
more  at  the  Catholic  Center  chapel, 
which  is  dedicated  to  Fr.  Edelen.  A 
cabinet  at  the  entrance  to  the  chapel 
contains  his  Crucifix,  his  Confessional 
Stole,  and  the  Office  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary  which  he  carried  with 
him  and  prayed  daily.  There  is  also 
the  American  Flag  which  covered  Fr. 
Edelens  coffin  at  his  burial. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  E  Hadden 


Cuenta  una  antigua  historia  que  en 
una  parroquia  se  acostumbraba  a 
abrir  el  sagrario  durante  la  cel- 
ebration Eucaristica.  Un  nuevo 
parroco  quiso  combatir  esta  costumbre,  por 
eso  pregunto  a  sus  feligreses  el  por  que  de 
esta  extrana  costumbre.  La  persona  mas  sen- 
cilla  contesto  sin  vacilar  y  con  toda  la  inocen- 
cia  dijo:  "Para  ver  a  Jesus  durante  nuestra  cel- 
ebration." Y  el  Sacerdote  con  voz  de  tristeza 
pregunto:  <^no  lo  ven  en  mi? 

Agradecemos  a  Dios  este  ano  sacerdotal  que  nos  ha  permitido 
acercamos  al  ser  del  sacerdote,  su  mision,  su  ministerio  y  hasta  sus 
sentimientos.  Es  emocionante  saber  de  las  muchas  oraciones  que  se 
dedican  por  los  ministros  de  Cristo.  Por  aquellos  que  ven  a  Cristo  ser- 
virse  de  instrumentos  sencillos,  humanos  y  limitados  para  bautizar  a 
sus  hijos,  darles  la  Primera  Comunion,  recibir  nuestra  confesion,  ben- 
decir  las  bodas,  asistir  al  enfermo  y  consolarlo  con  la  santa  uncion. 

Agradecemos  a  Cristo  que  marco  el  Evangelio  con  ejemplos  tan 
hermosos  como  el  Buen  Pastor  y  nos  permite  ver  al  Sacerdote  bajo 
esta  imagen  sirviendo  a  la  comunidad,  desvelandose  por  los  necesita- 
dos,  llamando  a  los  alejados  y  trabajando  siempre  por  llevar  a  los 
feligreses  ante  la  presencia  de  Cristo. 

Agradecemos  tambien  por  los  ejemplos  de  los 
sacerdotes  que  han  infundido  en  nosotros  la  imagen 
de  alegria,  amor,  santidad  y  vocacion.  En  especial  la 
manera  como  este  ano  se  ha  resaltado  la  imagen  de 
San  Juan  Maria  Vianney  como  el  patrono  de 
los  sacerdotes. 

Pero  necesitamos  pedir  a  todos  que 
no  olviden  de  seguir  orando  a  Dios  por 
todos  los  ministros  consagrados,  para 
que  no  se  tengan  que  seguir  abriendo  los 
sagrarios  sino  los  corazones  para  aprender 
a  reconocer  la  presencia  de  Cristo  en  sus 
ministros.  Para  que  cada  uno  de  ellos  viva 
su  sacerdocio  como  un  llamado  a  traves 
de  la  Iglesia  que  los  invita  a  vivir  su  consa- 
gracion  sirviendo  al  pueblo  de  Dios. 

Necesitamos  seguir  pidiendo  la  ayuda 
de  la  Santisima  Virgen  Maria  por  cada 
uno  de  sus  hijos  sacerdotes,  para  que  sean 
fieles,  generosos  y  santos,  para  que  los  ayude 
a  ser  imagenes  vivas  de  su  amado  Hijo. 

-  Padre  Fernando  Torres 


Father  John 
Victor  Gournas 

♦ 

♦  ♦♦♦♦ 
♦ 

Ordained  in  Joyous  Celebration 

Photography  by  Paul  Tomds  Photography 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge  bestowed  the  Sacrament 
oi  Holy  Orders  on  Father  John  Victor  Gournas  at  an  Ordination  Mass 
celebrated  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh,  May  22. 

Father  Gournas  was  presented  for  service  to  the  people  of  the 
Diocese  by  Vocations  Director  Fr.  Bernard  Shlesinger,  VF  After 
inquiring  il  he  was  worth}-  to  be  ordained.  Bishop  Burbidge  ac- 
cepted the  request,  with  the  packed  Cathedral  showing  consent 
with  its  applause. 

Among  family  and  friends  in  attendance  were  Father  Gour- 
nas' older  sisters,  Liz  Taylor,  who  resides  with  her  family  in  Blue 
Springs,  Missouri,  and  Toni  Davis,  who  resides  with  her  family  in 
Raleigh. 

Expressing  gratitude  for  the  blessings  of  the  day  for  the  Church 
and  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  Bishop  Burbidge  said.  "We  offer 
thanks  to  God  for  leading  Vic  to  this  sacred  moment  and  to  thank 
Vic  for  his  enthusiastic  'yes'  to  God's  call." 

Following  the  Bishops  homily,  the  Rite  of  Ordination  continued 
with  Father  Gournas  promising  fidelity  to  Christ  and  to  the  min- 
istry ol  the  Priesthood.  Kneeling  before  Bishop  Burbidge.  with  his 
hands  between  those  of  the  Bishop,  Father  Gournas  promised  re- 
spect and  obedience  to  the  Bishop  and  his  successors.  The  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  then  conferred  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Bishop  saying  the  Prayer  of  Ordination.  The  Bishop 
then  anointed  the  palms  of  Father  Gournas'  hands  as  a  sign  of  the 


sealing  w  ith  the  Hoi)'  Spirit  Who  was  called  forth  through  the  im- 
position of  hands  and  the  Prayer  of  Ordination. 

In  an  interview  just  days  before  his  Ordination,  then  Deacon 
Gournas  said  he  approached  the  Sacrament  with  gratitude  and 
confidence  in  Gods  assistance.  "The  honor  and  responsibility  of 
Priesthood  can  seem  overwhelming,"  he  said,  "unless  I  remember 
that  God  has  entrusted  it  to  me.  I'm  not  alone.  1  only  need  to 
show  up  and  let  Him  work  through  me." 

Father  Gournas  entered  the  Catholic  Church  in  his  30s.  But 
he  was  attracted  to  Catholic  practices  such  as  the  Rosary  and 
Eucharistic  Adoration  even  as  a  teenager.  Another  great  in- 
fluence on  his  vocation.  Father  Gournas  says,  was  caring  for 
his  mother  in  her  last  years.  ''Despite  her  suffering.  I  saw  the 
power  of  caring  for  someone  close  to  me,"  he  said.  "In  the  as- 
sisted care  facility  where  she  lived.  I  saw  so  much  fulfillment, 
beautiful  relationships  and  healing  -  not  physical  but  spiritual 
and  emotional." 

He  spoke  also  of  his  Deacon  year  and  how  fulfilled  and  em- 
powered he  felt  by  the  opportunity  to  preach.  "I  felt  the  joy  of 
Gods  bringing  growth  into  my  life,  and  enabling  me  to  bring  Him 
into  the  lives  of  others." 

Father  Gournas  celebrated  his  first  Mass  on  May  23  at  his  home 
parish  of  St.  Luke  the  Evangelist  in  Raleigh.  Effective  June  30,  he 
will  serve  as  Parochial  Vicar  at  St.  Paul  Church  in  New  Bern. 


Year  for  Priests 


Raleigh  Seminarian 
Instituted  into 
Ministry  of  Acolyte 

Diocese  of  Raleigh  semi- 
narian Don  Maloney,  who  just 
completed  his  second  year  of 
Theology  at  St.  Charles  Bor- 
romeo  Seminary  in  Philadel- 
phia, has  been  instituted  in  the 
Ministry  of  Acolyte,  one  of  the 
steps  to  Priesthood  ordina- 
tion. The  Rite  of  Institution 
was  celebrated  Saturday,  May 
1  at  the  seminary. 

An  Acolyte  is  appointed  to 
aid  the  Deacon  and  to  min- 
ister to  the  priest  at  the  altar 
and  as  a  special  minister  to 


give  Holy  Communion  to  the 
faithful  at  Mass  and  to  the  sick. 
Acolytes  may  also  expose  the 
Eucharist  for  public  adoration 
in  the  absence  of  a  priest  or 
deacon.  During  the  institution 
ceremony,  candidates  are 
reminded  that  they  will  have 
a  special  role  in  the  Church's 
ministry,  since  the  summit  and 
source  of  the  Church's  life  is 
the  Eucharist,  which  builds  up 
the  Christian  community  and 
makes  it  grow.  The  candidates 
are  asked  to  show  a  sincere 
love  for  Christ's  Mystical 
Body,  God's  holy  people  and 
especially  for  the  weak  and 
the  sick. 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
Cordially  invites  all  the  faithful  of  the  Diocese  to  the 
Year  for  Priests  Closing  Mass 

Tuesday,  June  29th  at  1 1  a.m. 
Saint  Anthony  of  Padua  Catholic  Church 
1 60  E.  Vermont  Avenue 
Southern  Pines,  N.C.  28387 


Fr.  Francis  Maloney  Celebrates 
50  Years  of  Priesthood 

On  May  26,  Reverend  Francis  G.  Ma- 
loney celebrated  a  Mass  of  Thanksgiving  for 
his  fifty  years  of  priestly  service.  The  Mass 
was  celebrated  at  Saint  Anthony  of  Padua 
Catholic  Church  in  Southern  Pines,  NC. 
He  was  surrounded  by  many  family,  friends 
and  brother  priests. 

Presiding  in  Choir  were  Most  Reverend 
Michael  E  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh 
and  Most  Reverend  F.  Joseph  Gossman, 
Bishop  Emeritus  of  Raleigh.  Some  twenty- 
five  ordained  clergy  were  in  attendance. 
Reverend  Monsignor  Michael  P.  Shugrue, 
Pastor  of  Saint  Patrick  Catholic  Church  in 
Fayetteville,  was  the  homilist. 

"We  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  for  sharing 
the  priesthood  of  Fr.  Frank  with  us,"  Monsi- 


gnor Shugrue  said.  "For  the  last  50  years, 
God  has  visited  us  with  this  priest  so  that 
countless  people  have  heard  the  Gospel, 
celebrated  the  Sacraments  and  seen  the 
Gospel  lived  each  day!' 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mass,  Bishop 
Burbidge  noted  how  appropriate  it  was  to 
celebrate  such  an  anniversary  in  The  Year 
for  Priests.  "Pray  daily,"  he  asked  those  in 
attendance,  "that  more  men  in  the  midst 
of  so  many  conflicting  voices  will  be  able 
to  hear  the  Lord  calling  them  to  serve  Him 
as  His  priest  and  will  respond  generously!' 
He  continued,  "We  need  priests  who  are 
filled  with  missionary  spirit,  who  are  filled 
with  zeal,  on  fire  with  love  for  the  Lord  and 
His  Church  and  willing,  like  Jesus,  to  serve 
without  counting  the  costs.  In  other  words, 
we  need  more  Fr.  Maloneys." 

Fr.  Maloney  was  ordained  for  the 


Diocese  of  Raleigh  on  May  26th,  1 960 
by  Bishop  Vincent  S.  Waters  at  Assump- 
tion Parish  in  Charlotte.  He  served  eleven 
assignments  in  his  fifty  years,  beginning 
his  Priesthood  in  Newton  Grove  at  the 
first  desegrated  Parish  in  the  Diocese.  Fr 
Maloney  retired  on  July  5th,  2000  while 
Pastor  of  Saint  Mary,  Mother  of  the  Church 
in  Gamer. 

Fr.  Maloney  thanked  all  those  attend- 
ing the  celebration,  saying,  "Without  the 
company  of  Jesus,  I  couldn't  have  made  the 
journey!' 
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Did  You  Know? 

►►  Each  month,  priests  of  the  Diocese  will  answer 
questions  about  their  interests  and  activities,  in  an  effort 
to  help  readers  know  them 
better.  You  can  find  more  of 
these  profiles  on  the  Dioc- 
esan Web  site,  www.dioces- 
eofraleigh.org  by  clicking  on 
the  Year  for  Priests  icon  on 
the  home  page. 

This  month:  Msgr.  James 
P.  Keaney  -  Pastor 
Emeritus  St.  John  the 
Baptist,  Roanoke  Rapids 

Who  is  your  favorite 
saint?  My  favorite  saint  is 
St.  Paul. 

Who  was  the  greatest 
influence  on  your 
vocation  as  a  priest  and 
why?  My  pastors  and  their 
assistants,  who  by  their 
encouragement,  examples 
and  dedication  to  serving 
God  and  His  people  provided  inspiration. 

Do  you  have  a  hobby  or  hobbies  or  leisure 
activity?  I  used  to  play  golf,  but  no  longer. 


What  is  your  favorite  food?  Do  you  cook  it 
yourself?  I  enjoy  lobster.  I  have  cooked  it  in  the 
past,  but  now  prefer  to  go  to  a  restaurant.  My  favorite 

restaurant  for  lobster  is  in 
Ogonquit,  Maine. 

Favorite  sport?  Favorite 
team  -  College  and/or 
Professional? 

The  Hurricanes. 

Favorite  author  and/or 
book?  The  Bible. 

Favorite  music  and/ 
or  artist?  Classical  and 
opera. 

Any  interesting  fact 
that  your  parishioners 
would  be  interested 
in  knowing?  Following 
my  retirement  in  1  994,  I 
began  serving  the  migrant 
communities  along  I-95  in 
Roanoke  Rapids.  They  are 
a  wonderful  people  and  I 
pray  that  somehow  by  a  reworking  of  our  immigration 
policies,  those  who  have  vocations  to  the  Priesthood 
and  Religious  Life  will  be  able  to  pursue  their  calling 
here  in  the  United  States. 


Three  Seminarians 
Instituted  in  the 
Ministry  of  Lector 


Three  Diocese  of  Ra- 
leigh seminarians  have  been 
instituted  in  the  Ministry  of 
Lector,  a  step  along  the  way 
to  Priestly  ordination. 

Michael  Burbeck,  Nick 
Cottrill  and  Ryan  Elder, 
who  are  completing  their 
first  year  of  Theology,  were 
instituted  in  the  Ministry 
of  Lector  during  Mass  in 
St.  Martin  of  Tours  Chapel 
at  St.  Charles  Borromeo 
Seminary  in  Philadelphia  on 
April  24th.  Most  Reverend 
Robert  P.  Maginnis,  Aux- 
iliary Bishop  of  the  Arch- 
diocese of  Philadelphia, 


presided  at  the  ceremony. 

The  Ministry  of  Lector 
provides  for  the  reading  of 
the  sacred  Scripture  in  the 
liturgical  assembly,  except 
for  the  Gospel  in  the  Mass. 
As  they  are  instituted  in  the 
ministry,  candidates  are 
instructed  that  through  the 
proclamation  of  the  word, 
they  will  instruct  children 
and  adults  in  the  faith  and 
"bring  the  message  of 
salvation  to  those  who  have 
not  yet  received  it."  The 
concluding  prayer  calls 
on  those  gathered  to  pray 
"that  they  may  be  faithful 
to  the  word  entrusted  to 
them,  proclaim  Christ  to  the 
world,  and  so  give  glory  to 
our  Father  in  heaven." 


Front  row  (left  to  right):  Reverend  Msgr.  Joseph  G.  Prior,  Rector 
of  St.  Charles  Borromeo  Seminary;  Bishop  Robert  P.  Magin- 
nis, Auxiliary  Bishop  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Reverend  Msgr.  David  E.  Diamond,  Vice-Rector  of  St.  Charles 
Borromeo  Seminary.  Second  row  (left  to  right):  Nick  Cottrill, 
Michael  Burbeck,  Ryan  Elder. 


Sr.  Margaret 
Gallagher  to  Retire 

►►  After  54  years  as  a  Sister,  and 
42  years  of  service  in  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh,  Sister  Margaret  Galla- 
gher, I.H.M.,  is  retiring.  Currently  the 
Pastoral  Administrator  of  St.  Joseph 
the  Worker  Parish  in  Warrenton,  Sister 
Gallagher  began  her  work  in  North 
Carolina  in  1  964  as  a  teacher  at  St. 
Monica  Catholic  School  in  Raleigh. 

"St.  Monica's  was  a  wonderful  experi- 
ence," she  says.  "And  I  think  that  assign- 
ment gave  me  a  lifelong  love  of  North 
Carolina." 

The  '60s  saw  racial  turmoil  through- 
out the  South,  and  when  Sister  was 
assigned  to  St.  Monica's,  a  predomi- 
nantly Black  Catholic  school,  her  father 
was  worried.  "I  told  him  I'd  be  perfectly 
safe,"  Sister  recalls,  but  later,  when 
St.  Monica's  School  was  merged  with 
Cathedral  School,  she  would  escort  her 
children  to  Cathedral  "to  be  sure  noth- 
ing happened  to  them  on  the  way." 

Although  Sister  would  serve  several 
brief  assignments  in  New  York,  she  was 
always  happy  to  return  to  North  Carolina. 
She  served  at  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual 
Help  in  Rocky  Mount,  Mother  of  Mercy 
in  Washington  and  St.  Francis  De  Sales 
in  Lumberton.  During  that  time  she 
became  certified  in  Pastoral  Administra- 
tion. In  1  990  she  was  appointed  full  time 
Pastoral  Administrator  of  St.  Joan  of  Arc 
in  Plymouth.  She  moved  to  St.  Joseph 
the  Worker  in  1 999. 

"St.  Joseph  is  one  of  my  favorite 
saints,  "she  says,  "because  of  his  faith- 
fulness to  grace,  his  interior  life,  his  love 
for  Mary  and  love  for  Jesus.  I  love  to 
reflect  on  those  things." 

She  sees  the  role  of  Pastoral 
Administrator  as  crucial  to  building  a 
religious  community.  "It's  important 
to  have  someone  present,"  she  says, 
"and  there's  lots  to  do  physically."  She 
expresses  gratitude  to  the  priests  who 
have  brought  sacramental  ministry  to 
St.  Joseph,  especially  Father  James 
Keaney  and  the  current  sacramental 
minister,  Father  William  Upah,  Pas- 
tor of  St.  James  Parish  in  Henderson. 
One  of  Sister's  great  joys  in  her  time 
at  Warrenton  has  been  the  relationship 


with  other  Christian  churches  in  the 
area,  and  the  opportunities  for  ecu- 
menical cooperation. 


Sister  Gallagher  will  return  to  her 
Congregation's  headquarters  in  Scran- 
ton  in  July  She  hopes  to  continue  doing 
pastoral  work  there. 

Bishop  Emeritus  of  Raleigh  F. 
Joseph  Gossman  recalled  the  "unique 
gift"  Sister  Margaret  was  to  the  thirty 
people  she  first  served  in  Warrenton. 
"Now  she  is  departing  from  her  group 
of  some  70  families,"  he  said,  "who 
will  give  her  much  credit  for  all  she  has 
done  with  her  generous  concern  for  all 
she  has  served." 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge  expressed  "profound  gratitude 
to  Sister  Margaret  for  her  many  years 
of  service  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
She  has  always  reflected  a  deep  love 
for  Our  Lord  Jesus  and  the  people  He 
has  sent  her  to  serve.  I  wish  her  con- 
tinued happiness  and  many  blessings, 
especially  at  this  time  of  transition  in 
her  life." 


Mass  for  Sister  Jubilarians  Rescheduled  for  September  25th 

►►  On  January  30,  a  snowstorm  forced  postponement  of  the  Mass  and 
reception  to  recognize  Women  Religious  of  the  Diocese  celebrating  significant 
anniversaries  of  service.  That  celebration  has  been  rescheduled  for  Saturday, 
September  25th,  1  1  a.m.  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh. 


Chapel  Hill  Woman  Enters  Novitiate 
at  Benedictine  Monastery 


►►  In  a  simple  ceremony  at  Monastery  Immaculate  Con- 
ception in  Ferdinand,  Indiana,  on  April  24,  Postulant  Alex- 
andra Larsen,  a  former  resident  of  Chapel  Hill,  entered 
the  novitiate  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Benedict  of  Ferdinand. 

The  novitiate,  the  second  stage  of  incorporation  into 
the  religious  community,  is  a  two-year  period  of  study  and 
prayer  in  preparation  for  vowed  membership  in  the  com- 


munity. During  the  ceremony,  Ms.  Larsen  was  given  her  name  in  religious  life, 
Sister  Alexandra. 

Ms.  Larsen,  29,  a  native  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  graduated  from  Belmont 
Abbey  College  in  Belmont  in  2003  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  educational  and 
early  childhood  studies.  She  worked  as  an  infant  and  early  childhood  teacher  in 
Chapel  Hill  and  was  a  member  of  St.  Thomas  More  Parish  before  entering  the 
Benedictine  monastery  in  Indiana  in  August,  2009.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Cliff 
Larsen  and  April  Bingham. 

During  her  two-year  novitiate  period,  Sister  Alexandra  will  live  and  work  at 
the  monastery  and  continue  studies  in  Scripture,  theology,  and  Benedictine 
history  and  spirituality  as  she  prepares  for  vowed  membership  in  the  Benedic- 
tine community. 

Founded  in  1 867,  the  Sisters  of  St.  Benedict  of  Ferdinand  currently  number 
1  69  and  serve  in  schools,  parishes,  church  institutions,  health  care  facilities,  retreat 
centers,  and  social  service  agencies  in  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Illinois,  Italy,  and  Peru. 
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Dominican  Sisters  of  Hope 
Celebrate  Anniversaries 

►►  On  Saturday,  April  1 0,  a  Liturgy 
of  Thanksgiving  to  honor  jubilarians  of 
the  Dominican  Sisters  of  Hope  was 
held  in  the  congregation's  Chapel  & 
Mariandale  Retreat  and  Conference 
Center  in  Ossining,  New  York.  Two 
of  the  jubilarians  had  served  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

Sister  Linda  Delgado,  O.R,  devoted  to  teaching  and  parish  ministry  and 
celebrating  50  years  in  religious  life,  taught  at  St.  Elizabeth  School  in  Elizabeth 
City,  N.C.,  1 966-67.  Sister  Gertrude  Mary  Kerin,  O.R,  a  lifelong  educator  and 
celebrating  75  years  in  religious  life,  served  as  principal  at  Cardinal  Gibbons 
High  School  in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  1  965-67. 


Diocese  Names  New 
Natural  Family  Planning 
Coordinator 


►►  Mrs.  Allison  C.  Dooley  has  been 
named  Natural  Family  Planning  (NFP) 
Coordinator  for  the  Department  of 
Catholic  Formation  and  Evangeliza- 
tion's  Office  of  Marriage  and  Family 
Life.  Allison  replaces  Mrs.  Shannon 
Dougherty,  who  worked  faithfully  in  the 
NFP  ministry.  Allison  and  her  hus- 
band, Rich,  are  active  members  of  St. 
Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic  Church  in 
Wake  Forest.  They  have  been  married 
1  2  years  and  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  who  attend  St.  Catherine  of 
Siena  Catholic  School. 

Mrs.  Dooley  converted  to  the 
Catholic  faith  in  2005.  During  this 
time  she  learned  about  the  Church's 
teachings  on  marriage  and  sexuality, 
and  she  and  her  husband  embraced 


the  teaching.  "Living  the  NFP  lifestyle 
has  been  wonderful  for  us  and  is  a  joy 
we  both  love  to  share  with  others," 
says  Allison. 

With  an  undergraduate  degree  in 
Public  Health  from  Liberty  University 


and  a  Masters  of  Public  Health  Ad- 
ministration from  New  York  University, 
Mrs.  Dooley  sought  to  learn  more 
about  NFP.  St.  Catherine  of  Siena 
Pastor  Father  Phillip  Tighe  and  her 
faith  community  supported  her  in 
becoming  a  Fertility  Care  Practitioner 
through  the  Pope  Paul  VI  Institute  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Natural  Family  Planning  is  a  way 
of  following  God's  plan  for  regulating 
pregnancy.  It  consists  of  methods  to 
achieve  or  to  avoid  pregnancy  using 
the  physical  means  that  God  has  built 
into  the  human  body. 

There  are  five  NFP  professionally 
certified  trainer  couples  at  parishes 
throughout  the  Diocese.  To  learn 
about  NFP  methods,  couples  at- 
tend three  classes  spaced  about  one 
month  apart.  Supplemental  classes 
are  held  for  the  postpartum  and 
premenopausal  transitions,  which 
are  special  times  that  require  further 
instruction. 

Mrs.  Dooley  hopes  to  raise  aware- 
ness in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  on  the 
various  methods  of  NFP  as  natural 
ways  to  care  for  women's  fertility  and 
overall  health  rather  than  relying  on 
drugs  or  contraceptive  devices.  "NFP 
gives  couples  a  conscious  under- 
standing and  respect  for  one  another," 
Dooley  said.  "Couples  become  stron- 
ger, and  that  benefits  the  entire  family." 

Allison  and  Rich  will  be  presenters 
at  the  Catholic  Convocation  on  Octo- 
ber 1  6,  201 0,  at  Cardinal  Gibbons 
High  School.  Mrs.  Dooley  may  be 
contacted  at  NFP@raldioc.org. 


Gratitude  Expressed  to  Diocese  for  Donations  to  Special  Collections 

►►  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  received  letters  of  gratitude  from  directors  of  three  U.S.  Catholic  Church's  National  Col- 
lections for  generous  donations  made  by  Diocesan  parishioners. 

In  a  letter  to  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Catholic  Relief  Services  President  Ken  Hackett  expressed  his  deep  apprecia- 
tion for  the  contribution  to  aid  in  the  emergency  and  long-term  relief  efforts  in  Haiti  following  the  devastating  earthquake 
that  took  tens  of  thousands  of  lives  and  left  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  homeless.  Diocese  of  Raleigh  parishioners 
contributed  $574,701 ,  which  was  forwarded  to  CRS  for  its  work  in  the  island  nation. 

Sister  Janice  Bader,  CPPS,  Executive  Director  of  the  National  Religious  Retirement  Office,  expressed  a  heartfelt  thank 
you  for  the  recent  Diocesan  collection  that  took  in  $1  88,244.58.  The  annual  collection  helps  religious  orders  that  are 
facing  hefty  financial  challenges  with  an  aging,  retired  religious  population. 

A  letter  of  gratitude  was  also  received  from  the  201  0  Collection  for  the  Church  in  Latin  America.  The  Diocesan  collec- 
tion totaled  $81,1  10.26. 


LEl  embarazo  humano  se  inicia  en  el  momento  en  que  un 
espermatozoide  se  une  a  un  ovulo  dentro  del  conducto 
falopiano.  Durante  los  siguientes  dias,  el  embrion 
recien  formado  tendra  que  recorrer  este  conducto  para 
finalmente  implantarse  en  la  pared  del  utero  materno. 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempena  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cation en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duction: Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


En  ocasiones  muy  raras,  el 
embrion  no  logra  llegar  hasta 
el  utero  y  se  implanta  en  el 
tubo  falopiano,  muy  angosto 
y  no  disenado  para  resistir  el 
embarazo.  Casos  asi  son  de  alto 
riesgo  pues  la  elasticidad  de  la 
pared  del  conducto  es  limitada 
y  se  rompe  con  la  presion  del 
feto  en  crecimiento,  pudiendo 
causar  la  muerte  de  la  madre 
ademas  del  bebe. 

Cuando  el  embrion 
se  implanta  en  el  lugar 
equivocado,  ya  sea  en  el  tubo 
falopiano  o  en  el  abdomen,  el 
embarazo  recibe  el  nombre  de 
"ectopico"  (fuera  de  su  lugar) 
.  El  97  porciento  de  todos  los 
embarazos  ectopicos  suceden 
en  el  conducto  falopiano. 
Esta  es  una  de  las  principales 
causas  de  enfermedad  y  muerte 
materna  en  Estados  Unidos, 
representando  un  reto  enorme 
para  el  medico  que  se  esfuerza 
por  ayudar  a  la  madre  y  al  bebe. 

De  los  tres  procedimientos 
usados  mas  comunmente  para 
tratar  los  embarazos  ectopicos, 
dos  de  ellos  presentan  problema 
moral  mientras  que  el  tercero 
es  aceptable  moralmente. 

El  primer  tratamiento  implica 
el  uso  de  un  medicamento 
llamado  metotrexato,  que 
se  dirige  hacia  las  celulas 
de  mas  rapido  crecimiento, 
especialmente  las  trofoblasticas 
(precursoras  de  la  placenta), 


que  son  las  que  adhieren  el 
embrion  a  la  pared  del  tubo 
falopiano.  Hay  quienes 
opinan  que  es  posible  que 
este  medicamento  se  dirija 
preferentemente  a  dichas 
celulas,  distintas  del  resto 
del  embrion,  asi  que  podria 
considerarse  que  solo 
"indirectamente"  termina  con 
la  vida  del  embrion.  Otros,  sin 
embargo,  han  hecho  notar  que 
estas  celulas  trofoblasticas  son 
de  hecho  parte  del  embrion 
(producidas  por  el  embrion, 
no  por  la  madre),  de  manera 
que  el  metotrexato  en  realidad 
afecta  un  organo  vital  del 
embrion  causandole  la  muerte. 
Un  considerable  numero  de 
moralistas  catolicos  sostienen 
que  el  metotrexato  no  es 
aceptable  moralmente  pues 
constituye  un  ataque  directo 
al  bebe  en  crecimiento  y  una 
forma  de  aborto  directo. 

Otra  tecnica  moralmente 
problematica  implica  hacer  un 
corte  a  lo  largo  del  conducto 
falopiano  y  extraer  al  bebe 
ahi  anidado,  que  en  breve 
lapso  muere.  El  conducto  se 
cierra  de  nuevo  con  sutura. 
Esta  solucion,  al  igual  que  el 
uso  de  metotrexato,  deja  el 
tubo  falopiano  en  gran  parte 
intacto  para  posibles  embarazos 
futuros,  pero  tambien  plantea 
serias  objeciones  morales  pues 
de  igual  forma  causa  la  muerte 


directa  del  bebe. 

Es  interesante  notar  que 
normalmente  estos  dos 
procedimientos  se  ofrecen  a 
los  pacientes  sin  mencionar 
las  consideraciones  morales, 
enmarcandolos  estrictamente 
como  medios  para  asegurar 
el  menor  dano  posible  al 
sistema  reproductivo  de  la 
madre.  Muchos  medicos 
admitiran,  sin  embargo,  que 
estas  tecnicas  generalmente 
dejan  cicatrices  en  el  conducto 
falopiano,  aumentando  asi  las 
posibilidades  de  otro  embarazo 
ectopico  pues  se  crean  las 
condiciones  para  que  esto 
suceda  nuevamente. 

Casi  la  mitad  de  los  casos 
de  embarazos  fuera  de  su 
lugar  se  resuelven  por  si 
mismos  sin  necesidad  de 
ninguna  intervencion,  cuando 
el  bebe  muere  de  manera 
natural.  Si  esto  no  sucede, 
una  solucion  moralmente 
aceptable  implicaria  quitar 
quirUrgicamente  el  conducto 
falopiano  completo,  derecho  o 
izquierdo,  donde  se  encuentra 
anidado  el  bebe.  Aunque  esto 
significa  reducir  la  fertilidad 
de  la  mujer,  el  conducto  que 
rodea  al  bebe  en  desarrollo 
ya  es  claramente  patologico 
y  constituye  un  riesgo  que 
aumenta  con  el  tiempo.  Este 
riesgo  se  elimina  con  la 
extirpation  de  ese  conducto, 
con  el  efecto  secundario  y  no 
intencional  de  que  el  bebe 
dentro  muere. 

En  esta  situation,  la  intention 
del  medico  se  dirige  hacia  el 
efecto  bueno  (quitar  el  tejido 
danado  para  salvar  la  vida  de  la 
madre),  mientras  que  el  efecto 
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Jesus,  el  Pan  de  Vida 


En  el  mes  de  junio  la  iglesia  universal  celebra  el 
Corpus  Christi,  la  Solemnidad  del  Cuerpo  y  la  Sangre 
de  Cristo.  Es  apropiado  que  reflexionemos  durante 
este  mes  y  frecuentemente  durante  el  ano,  sobre  el 
regalo  de  la  Sagrada  Eucaristia. 


Recientemente  un  gran  numero  de  ninos 
y  adultos  en  toda  nuestra  Diocesis  recibio  la 
Sagrada  Eucaristia  por  primera  vez.  Muchos 
han  comentado  sobre  el  brillo  que  tenian 
en  los  ojos  de  estos  nuevos  comulgantes  en 
ese  dia  tan  especial  en  sus  vidas.  Se  dieron 
cuenta  de  que  habian  recibido  el  regalo  mas 
preciado  de  todos:  el  regalo  del  propio  Jesus. 
Esa  realidad  se  encuentra  en  las  ensenanzas 
del  Concilio  Vaticano  Segundo  que  dice  que 
el  sacrificio  de  la  Eucaristia  es  la  "fuente  y 
culminacion  de  la  vida  cristiana"  (Lumen  Gentium, 
11).  EI  Catequismo  de  la  Iglesia  Catolica  explica 
ademas  que  en  el  Sagradisimo  Sacramento 
de  la  Eucaristia  "el  cuerpo  y  la  sangre, 
junto  con  el  alma  y  la  divinidad  de  nuestro 
Senor  Jesucristo  y  por  lo  tanto,  el  Cristo 
completo  esta  ciertamente,  verdaderamente  y 
sustancialmente  contenido"  (1374). 

Los  que  reciben  la  Eucaristia  por  primera 
vez  nos  recuerdan  a  todos  nosotros  la 
gratitud  tan  profunda  que  debemos  tener 
todas  y  cada  una  de  las  veces  que  recibimos 
la  Eucaristia.  Es  un  regalo  que  nunca 
debemos  dar  por  sentado.  Nunca  podemos 
tomar  este  Sacramento  de  una  manera 
casual  y  pasiva.  San  Pablo  le  recordo  a  su 
comunidad  y  a  todos  nosotros  sobre  la 
necesidad  del  Contemplamiento  y  asombro 
Eucaristico.  Pues  al  recibir  a  Jesus,  recibimos 


la  Palabra  hecha  came  y  el  Pan  de  Vida. 
Espero  que  nos  preparemos  para  recibir  la 
Eucaristia  al  permitir  el  tiempo  necesario 
para  ir  a  la  Iglesia  antes  de  Misa  y  reflexionar 
sobre  este  gran  misterio,  y  espero  que 
siempre  ofrezcamos  un  acto  sincero  de 
gratitud  cuando  recibamos  el  Cuerpo  y  la 
Sangre  de  Cristo. 

El  mes  pasado  ordene  a  un  sacerdote 
nuevo  en  nuestra  Diocesis,  el  Reverendo 
John  Victor  Goumas,  quein  ahora  ofrecera 
el  Sagrado  Sacrificio  de  la  Misa  todos  los 
dias.  El  estaba  colmado  de  una  alegria 
profunda  al  conocer  el  gran  privilegio  que 
se  le  ha  otorgado.  Durante  la  ceremonia  de 
Ordenacion  le  entregue  el  caliz  y  le  dije  estas 
palabras:  "Recibe  la  oblation  de  la  genie  sagrada 
que  se  le  ofrecera  a  Dios.  Entiende  lo  que  haces; 
imitas  lo  que  celebras  y  vive  tu  vida  segun  el 
misterio  de  la  cruz  del  Senor."  Esta  instruccion 
se  puede  aplicar  a  todas  nuestras  vidas, 
pues  todos  los  que  reciben  la  Eucaristia  son 
llamados  a  imitar  el  autosacrificio  de  Jesus. 
Debemos  amar  sin  contar  el  costo.  Debemos 
perdonar  sin  condiciones.  Ademas,  debemos 
cargar  nuestras  cruces  con  la  esperanza  cierta 
y  segura  de  que  ninguna  de  ellas  es  mas 
grande  que  el  amor  de  Cristo  Jesus,  quien 
dio  Su  propia  vida  por  nosotros  y  que  nos 
sostiene  y  reconforta. 


Podemos  aprender  como  vivir  la 
Eucaristia  contando  con  la  historia  de 
Solemnidad  del  Corpus  Christi  en  el 
Evangelio,  la  cual  cuenta  cuando  Jesus 
alimento  a  la  multitud  y  nos  ensena  a 
vivir  en  la  Eucaristia.  Al  igual  que  los 
discipulos,  cada  uno  de  nosotros  puede 
identificar  facilmente  a  otras  personas 
necesitadas  en  nuestra  parroquia,  familia, 
vecindario  y  trabajo.  Nunca  podemos 
engafiarnos  pensando  que  realmente 
no  hay  mucho  que  podamos  hacer  para 
ayudarles.  Jesus,  que  tomo  los  cinco 
panes  y  los  dos  pescados  y  alimento 
a  la  multitud,  simplemente  nos  pide 
que  le  demos  a  El  lo  que  tengamos  y 
que  confiemos  que  El  lo  puede  usar 
de  maneras  inimaginables.  Cuando  se 
deja  en  manos  de  Dios,  el  tiempo  que 
ofrecemos,  los  recursos  que  compartimos, 
las  obras  y  los  sacrificios  diarios  que 
hacemos  pueden,  a  traves  de  Su  iniciativa, 
lograr  milagros  en  las  vidas  de  otros  y 
transformar  el  mundo  que  nos  rodea. 
jEntienda  que  Dios  depende  de  usted 
para  llevarlo  a  El  a  los  demas! 

Durante  este  mes,  como  siempre, 
le  damos  gracias  a  Dios  por  el  regalo 
de  Su  Hijo,  Jesucristo,  el  Pan  de  Vida, 
quien  esta  ciertamente,  realmente  y 
sustancialmente  presente  en  la  Eucaristia. 
Espero  que  demostremos  de  palabra  y 
obra  que  su  preciado  regalo  es  la  fuente 
y  culminacion  de  nuestras  vidas;  espero 
que  imitemos  el  autosacrificio  de  Jesus; 
y  que  nos  esforcemos  diariamente  para 
llevar  Su  presencia  a  todos  los  que  mas  lo 
necesitan. 


malo  solo  se  tolera  (muerte 
del  bebe  ectopico).  Es 
importante  notar  que  aqui 
el  medico  esta  eligiendo 
actuar  sobre  el  conducto 
(una  parte  del  cuerpo  de  la 
madre)  y  no  directamente 
sobre  el  bebe.  Otro 
elemento  importante  es  que 
la  muerte  del  bebe  no  es 
el  medio  que  hace  posible 


la  cura.  Se  recurriria  al 
mismo  procedimiento 
curativo  si  lo  que  estuviera 
dentro  del  conducto 
falopiano  fuese  un  tumor 
grande  y  no  un  bebe.  Lo 
que  cura  a  la  madre  es  la 
extirpation  del  conducto, 
no  la  muerte  subsecuente 
del  bebe. 
Hay  quienes  consideran 


que  eliminar  el  conducto 
falopiano  con  el  bebe 
dentro  es  igual  que  usar 
metotrexato  pues  en  ambos 
casos  el  bebe  muere.  Sin 
embargo,  la  diferencia 
critica  esta  en  la  forma 
en  que  muere.  No  es  lo 
mismo  matar  a  alguien 
directamente  que  permitir 
su  fallecimiento  por  causas 


indirectas.  No  podemos 
quitar  de  forma  directa 
la  vida  a  un  ser  humano 
inocente,  aunque  a  veces 
tenemos  que  tolerar  la 
muerte  que  se  presenta, 
de  manera  indirecta  y  no 
intencional,  cuando  se 
intenta  resolver  de  la  mejor 
manera  una  situation 
medica  de  vida  o  muerte. 


El  Padre  John  Victor  Gournas 

rdenado  en  una  Emotiva  Celebraci 


El  Reverendisimo  Michael  E  Bur- 
bidge  ordeno  sacerdote  al  Padre 
John  Victor  Gournas  el  22  de 
mayo  en  la  Catedral  del  Sagrado 
Corazon  en  Raleigh. 


El  Padre  Gournas  fue  pre- 
sentado  por  el  director  de 
las  Vocaciones  Sacerdotales 
Padre  Bernard  Shlesinger, 
VF,  como  candidato  al  servi- 
cio  de  la  diocesis.  Despues 
de  las  preguntas  corre- 
spondientes,  fue  elegido 
digno  de  la  ordinacion  por 
el  Obispo  Burbidge,  cuya 
aceptacion  fue  motivo  de 
aplausos  en  la  catedral. 

El  Padre  Gournas  es  nacio 
en  Raleigh,  hijo  de  Johnny 
y  Helen  Gournas,  cuyos 
padres  murieron  hace  algun 
tiempo  atras.  El  tiene  un 
bachillerato  de  la  Escuela 
Superior  Sanderson  en  Ra- 
leigh como  una  Licenciatura 
de  Ciencias  y  una  Maestria 
de  Ciencias  de  la  Univer- 
sidad  de  North  Carolina. 
Entre  los  asistentes  estaban 
amigos  y  familiares,  junto  a 
sus  hermanas  mayores:  Liz 
Taylor,  que  vive  con  su  fa- 
milia  en  Blue  Springs,  Mis- 
souri, y  Toni  Davis,  que  vive 
con  su  familia  en  Raleigh. 

Expresando  gratitud  por 
las  bendiciones  del  dia  y  por 
la  Iglesia,  y  la  Diocesis  de 
Raleigh,  el  Obispo  Burbidge 
dijo:  "Ofrecemos  la  gracias 
a  Dios  por  guiar  a  Vic  hasta 
este  momento  sagrado  y  por 
su  'si',  entusiasta  al  llamado 
que  Dios  le  ha  hecho." 

En  su  predicacion,  el 
Obispo  Burbidge  explico  la 
lectura  Evangelio,  cuando 
Jesus  dijo  a  Pedro:  "Apa- 
cienta  a  mis  ovejas." 

"Vic,  para  ocuparte  del  rebano  de  Dios  y  apacentarlos, 
necesitas  primeramente  ocuparte  de  tu  propia  vida  espiritu- 
al  y  permitirte  ser  cuidado,"  dijo  el  obispo.  "Es  tu  relacion 
con  el  Senor  que  te  da  todo  lo  que  necesitas  para  apacentar 
a  tus  ovejas." 

Ammo  al  Padre  Gournas  diciendole:  "Apacienta  a  la  gente 
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de  Dios,  con  la  predicacion  de  Su  Palabra.  Apacienta  a 
la  gente  de  Dios  en  las  celebraciones  de  los  sacramentos. 
Apacienta  a  la  gente  de  Dios,  especialmente  a  aquellos  que 
tienen  la  mayor  necesidad  de  que  se  les  lave  los  pies  y,  que 
como  Jesus,  llegues  a  servir  y  no  hacer  servido." 

Y,  recordo  al  Padre  Gournas  la  fuente  de  la  fuerza  de  un 
sacerdote:  "Por  todo  este  trabajo  maravilloso  y  bonito  miste- 
rio,  comprende,  Vic,  que  no  eres  tu,  en  realidad,  el  que  esta 
haciendo  este  trabajo  de  ocuparse,  apacentar  y  el  cuidar," 
el  obispo  dijo.  "Es  el  Senor 
en  cuya  presencia  te  pones, 
el  Uno  actuando  en  y  por 
ti.  Te  promete  las  gracias 
y  las  fuerzas  que  necesi- 
taras.  Te  da  su  Madre  como 
tu  madre  para  ayudarte. 
Quedate  siempre  cerca  de 
Maria.  Repite  diariamente  la 
oracion  bonita  que  Nuestra 
Padre  Santo  recientemente 
recito:  'Maria,  Madre  de 
los  sacerdotes,  no  te  canses 
de  visitarme;  liberame  del 
peligro;  consuelame;  susten- 
tame;  ven  en  mi  ayuda.' 

"Te  quedas  cerca  de  tus 
queridas  hermanas  y  tus 
familiares  y  constante- 
mente  ora  por  la  ayuda  de 
tus  padres  amados,  que  te 
miran  hoy  y,  no  hay  duda, 
con  felicidad  profunda. 
Vic,  tambien,  depende  de 
sus  hermanos  sacerdotes, 
que  esperan  apoyarte  de 
todas  las  maneras  posibles. 
Trabaja  en  colaboracion  cer- 
cana  a  ellos,  los  religiosos,  y 
el  laicado.  Como  un  semi- 
narista,  has  experimentado 
el  apoyo  profundo  de  los 
fieles  laicos  en  esta  diocesis 
maravillosa.  Conflate.  Ellos 
no  van  a  flaquear  en  su  apoyo 
y  nosotros  los  amamos!" 

Despues  de  la  predicacion  del  Obispo,  el  Rito  de  la 
Ordinacion  continuo  con  el  Padre  Gournas  prometiendo  la 
fidelidad  a  Cristo  y  al  ministerio  sacerdotal.  Se  arrodillando 
delante  del  Obispo  Burbidge,  con  las  manos  tomadas  por 
el  obispo,  el  Padre  Gournas  prometio  respeto  y  obediencia 
a  el  y  a  sus  sucesores.  Entonces,  se  le  confio  el  regalo  del 
Espiritu  Santo  por  la  imposition  de  manos,  acompanado 
de  la  Oracion  de  Ordinacion.  El  obispo  entonces  ungio  las 
palmas  de  las  manos  de  Padre  Gournas  como  un  signo  de 
consagracion  del  Espiritu  Santo. 

En  una  entrevista  hace  poco  dias  despues  de  su  ordi- 


i  Ellos  aman  a  sus  sacerdotes 


nation  diaconal,  el  entonces  Decano  Gournas  dijo  que  venia 
al  sacramento  con  el  gratitud  y  la  confianza  en  la  asistencia 
de  Dios.  "El  honor  y  la  responsabilidad  del  sacerdocio  pu- 
ede  perecer  inconsolable,"  dijo,  "aunque  recuerdo  que  Dios 
me  lo  ha  encomendado.  No  estoy  solo.  Solamente  necesito 
estar  y  permitir  que  Dios  trabaje  por  mi." 

De  una  formation  Protestante  y  evangelica,  el  Padre 
experimento  una  "renovation  espiritual  y  una  renovacion 
de  la  esperanza"  cuando  se  encontraba  en  sus  treinta  anos, 

que  le  condujeron  a  reunirse 
con  la  Iglesia  Catolica.  Pero 
habia  sido  atrapado  por  las 
practicas  catolicas  como  el 
rosario  y  la  Eucaristia  siendo 
un  joven.  "Creo  que,  en  la 
iglesia  Protestante,  el  enfasis 
fue  mas  en  la  parte  individ- 
ual y  la  respuesta  emocional 
de  cada  uno,"  dijo.  "Leyen- 
do  sob  re  la  Iglesia  Catolica, 
me  parecio  muy  tranquiliza 
oir  que  no  reinventamos  la 
Iglesia;  vino  de  Jesus.  Y  la 
adoration  no  dependia  de 
como  me  sentia.  Siempre 
podria  ir  a  la  Eucaristia  y 
saber  que  podria  participar 
y  ser  cuidado." 

Otra  gran  influencia  en  su 
vocation,  el  Padre  Gour- 
nas dice,  fue  cuidar  por  su 
madre  en  los  anos  finales 
de  su  vida.  "A  pesar  de  su 
sufrimiento,  vi  el  poder  de 
cuidar  de  alguien  cerca  de 
mi,"  dijo.  "En  el  centro  de 
asistencia  donde  vivla,  vi 
mucha  satisfaction,  relacio- 
nes  bonitas  y  curacion  -  no 
fisicas  sino  espirituales  y 
emocionales." 

Otra  oportunidad  de 
alcance  que  inspiro  al  Padre 
Gournas  como  seminarista,  fue  hacerse  voluntario  en  el 
comedor  de  la  caridad.  "Me  demostro  que  tenia  la  capaci- 
dad  de  conectar  con  personas  de  diferentes  origenes,  vivi- 
endo  en  situaciones  diferentes  a  las  mias.  Vi  que  Dios  estaba 
presente  en  estas  situaciones." 

Hablo  tambien  de  su  ano  de  diaconado  y  cuan  satisfecho 
sentia  por  la  oportunidad  de  predicar.  "Me  sentia  feliz  que 
Dios  me  atraiga  hacia  el  y  me  haga  crecer  en  mi  vida,  y  haci- 
endo que  muchas  vidas  lleguen  a  el." 

El  Padre  Gournas  celebro  su  primera  Misa,  el  23  de  mayo 
en  su  parroquia  natal,  el  Evangelista  San  Lucas  en  Raleigh. 
Desde  el  30  de  junio,  servira  como  vicario  parroquial  de  la 
Parroquia  de  San  Pablo  en  New  Bern.  ~\ 
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201 0  Bishop  F.  Joseph  Gossman  Awards 
Presented  to  School  Volunteers 


The  2010  Bishop  E  Joseph  Gossman  Awards  were  pre- 
sented to  volunteers  from  five  Catholic  schools  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  at  a  reception  and  dinner  May 
7,  held  at  the  Fallon  Center  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church  in  Raleigh.  The  event  was  attended  by  Bishop  Emeritus 
Gossman  and  Msgr.  David  D.  Brockman,  Vicar  General  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

Those  recognized  were  Judge  Joseph  E.  Blick,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Melanie 
Freddoso,  Mr.  Alan  Gregory,  Mr.  David  Kierski  and  Mrs.  Elisa- 
beth Murray 

The  award  was  established  to  recognize  individuals  who  have 
made  outstanding  contributions  to  Catholic  education  in  the 
Diocese,  through  extraordinary  service  by  way  of  time,  talent  and 
treasure. 

►►  Judge  Joseph  E  Blick,  Jr.  has  been  a  significant  pres- 
ence at  Saint  Peter  Catholic  School  in  Greenville.  He  has  taught 
CCD  class,  worked  with  the  youth  group  and  the  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes..  He  was  integral  in  starting  the  football  team  at 
Saint  Peter  and  is  currently  the  head  coach,  a  position  he  has  held 
since  the  teams  inception  ten  years  ago.  This  spring  he  has  taken 
on  coaching  the  baseball  team. 

Mrs.  Melanie  Freddoso  has  been  involved  with  Our  Lady 
of  Lourdes  Catholic  School  for  twelve  years.  She  has  served  the 
school  as  a  classroom  volunteer,  room  parent  and  the  Special 
Persons  Day  coordinator.  She  has  also  designed  the  program  for 
the  auction  and  coordinated  the  items  for  the  event.  Mrs.  Fred- 
doso has  been  the  organizer  for  the  Home  and  School  supply  box 
fundraiser.  In  addition,  Mrs.  Freddoso  serves  the  parish  as  altar 
server  coordinator,  Eucharistic 
minister  and  member  of  the 
church  choir. 
►►  Mr.  Alan  Gregory 
has  been  involved  in  Saint 
Mark  Catholic  Church  and 
School  in  Wilmington  since 
its  inception.  Recendy  he 
helped  plan  and  construct  the 
school  playground.  He  started 
the  Saint  Mark  Booster  Club 
and  served  as  President.  Mr. 
Gregory  initiated  a  Veterans 
Day  breakfast  to  honor  our 
country's  servicemen.  His 
children  have  attended  Saint 
Mark  Catholic  School  since  it 
opened.  During  this  time,  Mr. 
Gregory  has  given  generously 


of  his  time,  talent  and  treasure 
in  support  of  the  school.  He 
has  organized  banquets  to 
recognize  students,  helped 
coach  a  variety  of  sports,  and 
contributes  to  the  schools 
tuition  assistance  fund. 
►►  Mr.  David  Kierski,  a 
retired  U.S.A.F  fighter  pilot, 

  assists  Saint  Mary  Catholic 

School  in  many  ways.  For  the  past  three  years  he  has  served  as 
coordinator  of  the  soccer  program.  He  also  coached  the  Junior 
Varsity  basketball  team  for  the  last  two  years.  Mr.  Kierski  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Saint  Mary  School  Commission,  serving 
as  chair  and  contributing  member.  He  currently  serves  on  a  sub- 
committee involved  with  the  long-range  plan  for  the  school.  He 
has  produced  brochures,  posters,  and  a  Website  to  help  with  the 
marketing  efforts  of  the  school. 

►►  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Murray  has  been  a  part  of  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment Catholic  School  in  Burlington  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  She 
has  served  as  a  room  mother,  auction  coordinator,  and  year- 
round  volunteer.  For  three  years  she  has  planned  the  Medieval 
Festival.  She  has  opened  her  home  to  the  faculty  and  has  hosted 
many  of  the  year  end  parties  and  graduation  picnics.  She  contin- 
ues to  provide  time  to  the  students  of  Blessed  Sacrament  Catholic 
School  even  though  all  of  her  children  have  graduated.  Mrs.  Mur- 
ray has  maintained  her  involvement  with  the  chorus  for  the  last 
six  years  by  providing  props  and  costumes,  choreographing  and 
percussion  accompaniment. 

A  $500  grant  was  awarded  in  the  name  of  each  honoree  to  the 
scholarship  fund  of  his  or  her  school. 
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Mrs.  Donna  Frazelle  Presented 
with  Msgr.  Lewis  Teaching  Award 


►►  On  Wednesday,  April  28th,  Mrs. 
Donna  Frazelle,  a  Science  teacher  at  St. 
Mark  Catholic  School  in  Wilmington,  was 
presented  with  the  2009-2010  Monsignor 
Gerald  Lawrence  Lewis  Award  for  Excel- 
lence in  Teaching.  The  Lewis  Award  is  an 
honor  designed  to  recognize,  promote  and 
encourage  excellence  in  teaching  in  the 
Catholic  Schools  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
Nominations  are  submitted  by  individuals, 
groups,  schools  and  parishes  for  classroom 
teachers  deemed  exceptionally  skillful  and 
dedicated  and  who  possess  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  their  students,  parents 
and  colleagues. 

Mrs.  Frazelle  has  taught  6th,  7th  and  8th 
grades  at  St.  Mark's  for  five  years,  and  has  over  1 0  years 
of  teaching  experience.  Instrumental  in  initiating,  organiz- 
ing and  facilitating  development  of  the  6th  -  8th  grade 
athletic  program  at  St.  Mark,  Mrs.  Frazelle  has  coached 
girls'  volleyball,  coed  soccer  and  girls'  and  boys'  basket- 
ball. Additionally  she  organized  and  planned  the  annual 
St.  Mark's  Science  Fair.  Through  her  efforts,  St.  Mark  has 
been  initiated  into  the  Southeastern  Middle  School  League. 
Mrs.  Frazelle  lives  in  Wilmington,  N.C. 

The  award  was  presented  after  a  Mass  attended  by  the 
students  and  faculty  of  St.  Mark's  Catholic  School,  and 
celebrated  by  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh.  Reverend  Msgr.  Gerald  L.  Lewis  was 
the  homilist.  He  spoke  of  the  role  that  teachers  play  in 


imitating  Christ  by  bringing  light  into  darkness. 

Mrs.  Frazelle  was  one  of  three  finalists  for  the  Award 
selected  by  the  Award  Committee  in  January.  During  a 
three-week  period  in  February,  Lewis  Award  Committee 
members  made  unannounced  visits  to  each  Finalist's  class- 
room to  observe  and  interview  the  Finalist.  Three  teams  of 
two  Committee  members  each  observed  the  candidates  at 
different  times  and  different  days  to  afford  the  whole  Com- 
mittee the  best  overview  of  the  finalist. 

In  accepting  the  award,  Mrs.  Frazelle  tearfully  thanked 
her  family,  her  students  -  "the  reason  I  come  to  work  every 
day"  -  and  her  colleagues  at  St.  Mark's.  The  Excellence  in 
Teaching  Award  includes  an  honorarium  of  $1  500  to  Mrs. 
Frazelle  and  $500  to  St.  Mark  School. 


Bishop  Dedicates 
New  Facilities  at 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi 


On  Sunday,  April  25th,  after 
celebrating  Mass  at  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi  Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh,  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
dedicated  Assisi  Community  Center 
and  Our  Lady  of  the  Angels  Chapel. 
These  newest  structures  on  the  St. 
Francis  Campus  complete  part  two 
of  a  three-phase  expansion  effort  by 
the  parish,  which  will  culminate  in  the 
building  of  a  Lifelong  Learning  Center 
as  soon  as  funds  are  sufficient. 

The  Community  Center  will  accom- 
modate social,  athletic  and  cultural 
activities,  and  includes  a  gymnasium, 
senior  center,  youth  room,  kitchen, 
reception  area  and  lounge. 

Our  Lady  of  the  Angels  Chapel  will 


provide  a  small, 
sacred  space  in 
the  heart  of  the 
parish  campus 
where  daily 
Eucharist  will 
be  celebrated. 
Faith  Formation 
and  Franciscan 
School  stu- 
dents will  use 
the  Chapel  for 
prayer.  It  will 
also  be  a  venue 
for  meditation,  centering,  Rosary  and 
other  prayer  groups,  as  well  as  parish 
retreats,  small  weddings,  funerals  and 
liturgical  prayer. 

The  Leadership  in  Energy  and 
Environmental  Design  (LEED)  Green 
Building  Rating  System™  was  the 
benchmark  for  design,  construction 


and  operation  of  both  buildings,  which 
incorporate  features  that  will  save 
energy  and  resources,  provide  a  bet- 
ter indoor  environment  and  minimize 
negative  effects  on  the  environment. 

An  afternoon-long  festival  planned 
and  staffed  by  St.  Francis  parishioners 
followed  the  dedication. 


id  doctor  of  the  church  June  28  |  Solemnity  of  Peter  and  Paul,  apostles  June  29  |  First  Martyrs  of  the  church  in  Rome  June  30 


Celebrating  the 

feasts  of  summer 


This  month,  we  are  going  to  do 
a  bit  of  a  different  reflection. 
June  is  so  rich  with  tremen- 
dous feasts:  Feast  of  Corpus 
Christi  (the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ) 
on  June  6;  the  Feast  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
(June  11);  and  the  Feast  of  the  Immacu- 
late Heart  of  Mary  (June  12). 

1  want  to  focus  on  these  three  feasts  because  I  so  often  hear 
people  say  that  they  do  not  know  Gods  personal  love  for 
them;  they  do  not  believe  their  sins  are  forgiven;  they  experi- 
ence being  isolated  or  alone,  on  the  outside  in  so  many  ways. 

Moment  for  reflection:  Do  you  think  your  sin  is  too  great  to 
be  forgiven?  Do  you  have  thoughts  that  isolate  you  or  make 
you  think  you're  the  low  man  or  woman  on  the  proverbial  to- 
tem pole?  Do  you  harbor  resentment  or  desire  for  revenge? 
Thoughts  like  these  seek  to  rob  you  of  trust,  of  confidence  in 
God's  love  and  forgiveness. 

The  feasts  this  month  are  gifts  from  God  -  antidotes  to  the 
lies  that  cripple  and  destroy.  What  I  would  like  you  to  do  this 
month  is  to  reflect  on  these 
three  feasts  and  the  attached 
Scriptures  and  see  where  you 
need  to  open  your  heart  and 
mind  more  fully  to  the  love 
God  has  for  you. 

Pope  Urban  IV  told  us 
in  a  very  succinct  state- 
ment that  "Eating  wounded 
us  (the  apple)  and  eating 
healed  us  (the  Eucharist)." 
God  so  loved  you  that  He 
chose  to  remain  with  you 
by  giving  you  His  own  body 
and  blood  to  nourish  you. 
Celebrate  this  love  on  the 

Feast  of  Corpus  Christi  (the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ). 


Corpus  Christi 


Moment  for  reflection:  Read  John  6:22-71 .  Read  also 
Luke  24: 1 3-35.  Ask  God  for  the  grace  to  understand 
how  loved  you  really  are.  May  this  feast  mark  the  begin- 
ning of  a  deeper  faith.  May  praise  and  thanksgiving  rise 
from  your  heart. 


On  Friday,  June  1 1 ,  the 
church  celebrates  the  great 
Feast  of  the  Sacred  Heart. 
Our  Lord  appeared  many 
years  ago  to  St.  Margaret 
Mary  Alacoque  in  France. 
He  revealed  himself  with 
His  heart  like  a  burning  fur- 
nace of  love.  He  said  to  her, 
"Behold  this  heart  which  has 
so  loved  men  and  is  so  little 
loved  in  return." 

God  did  not  say  He  had 
done  everything  (though  He 
had)  when  He  died  upon 

the  cross  for  us,  when  He  gave  us  as  food  His  own  body 
and  blood,  but  He  continues  to  reveal  His  love  through  His 
saints,  pleading  for  us  to  believe. 

Moment  for  reflection:  Do  you  believe  in  the  per- 
sonal love  that  God  has  for  you?  Read  John  15:7-11; 
John  1  7:20-26,  especially  verses  23,  26.  Also,  read 
Romans  8:35-39. 

Remember,  too,  in  Gods  great  love,  God  forgives  and 
forgets!  When  we  confess  our  sins  in  the  Sacrament  of 
Reconciliation  and  are  truly  repentant,  God  forgets.  Don't 
continue  to  carry  the  load  of  guilt  and  fear  and  regret.  Gods 
love  enables  you  to  walk  in  "newness  of  life."  Receive  it. 

The  third  feast  is  the  Feast 
of  the  Immaculate  Heart 
of  Mary.  All  of  us  need  a 
mother.  God  has  given  us 
His  own  mother.  Remem- 
ber the  words  at  the  foot 
of  the  cross.  He  said  to  His 
mother,  "Woman,  behold 
your  son!"  Then  he  said  to 
His  disciple,  "Behold  your 
mother."  When  Christ  gave 
John  His  mother,  He  was 
giving  her  to  us,  to  walk 
with  us,  to  help  us  on  the 
journey  back  to  Him  (See 
John  19:25-27.) 

May  we  entrust  ourselves  more  and  more  to  Mary,  who 
will  inevitably  lead  us  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  heart  of 
God.  May  you  open  your  heart  this  month  more  and  more 
to  the  personal  love  of  God  for  you.  -  sister  Ann  shields 


things  to  do: 


Justice  Theater  Project 
performs  Dancing  at 
Lughnasa  by  Brian  Friel, 
June  11  -27,  Cardinal  Gib- 
bons Performing  Arts  Cen- 
ter, Raleigh.  Five  unmarried 
sisters  in  a  small  Irish  village 
in  1  936  hope  and  dream 
of  a  better  life,  while  music 
from  their  radio  transforms 
and  transports  them.  This 
haunting  play  is  a  tribute  to 
the  spirit  and  valor  of  family. 
Winner  of  3  Tony  Awards. 
For  more  information  go  to 
www.thejusticetheaterpro- 
ject.org. 

V  Encuentro  Diocesano 
de  Pastoral  Juvenil, 

6/12/10,  8:00a -6 :00p. 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High 


School,  1401  Edwards  Mill 
Road,  Raleigh,  N.C  27607. 
Jovenes  Adolescentes  y 
Jovenes  Adultos  solteros  de 
entre  1 3-30  anos  de  edad. 
Objetivos:  Fortalecer  la  rel- 
ation y  comunicacion  entre 
los  Grupos  de  Jovenes  de  la 
Diocesis  de  Raleigh;  Identifi- 
car  los  diferentes  Grupos  de 
Jovenes  y  sus  actividades 
que  realizan  y/o  programas 
que  actualmente  existen  en 
la  Diocesis;  Proveer  apoyo 
a  los  Grupos  de  Jovenes 
que  recientemente  se  han 
formado;  Promover  las 
actividades  para  jovenes 
que  se  realizan  en  la 
Diocesis;  Motivar,  Invitar 
e  Impulsar  a  los  jovenes  a 
ser  valientes  y  que  le  abran 
la  puerta  a  Dios  y  a  los 
que  les  rodean.  Para  mas 
information:  Ricardo  Veloz, 
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9:30  am  -  Opening  prayer  followed  by  keynote  addresses 
Keynote  &  Principal  Celebrant: 
Archbishop  Wilton  D.  Gregory,  Archdiocese  of  Atlanta 
Keynote  in  Spanish: 

Sister  Doris  Turek,  S.S.N.D.,  from  the  United  States 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 

11:15  am  -4:00  pm 
A  wide  variety  of  speakers  and  breakout  learning  sessions 
for  all  the  faithful  to  chose  from  throughout  the  day 

4:30  pm  -  Mass 

CONCELEBRANT  &  H0MILIST: 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh 


Upcoming  events 
at  Avila  Retreat 
Center 

7 1  1  Mason  Road,  Dur- 
ham. 2771  2.  To  register 
or  for  more  information, 
call  919.477.1285. 

►>  Ignatian  Retreat  for 
Men,  June  1 1-13,  Fri.  7 
p.m.  -  Sunday  noon.  Contact  Jim  Haag,  91 9.841 .581  7. 

►►  Weekend  for  Engaged  Couples,  July  16-18,  Fri.  7 
p.m.  -  Sun.  noon.  Contact  Linda  Bedo,  Director,  Marriage 
and  Family  Ministry,  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  91 9.821 .9753. 


919.600.8750,  ricardo. 
veloz@raldioc.org. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  June  1  2,  9  a.m.  -  1 
p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathe- 
dral, 2 1 9  Edenton  Street, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27603.  Adult 
Catholic  men  between  the 
ages  of  1  7-48  discerning  a 
possible  call  to  Priesthood 
are  invited  to  the  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group  meet- 
ings held  on  the  third  Satur- 
day of  each  month.  If  you  are 
just  beginning  to  contemplate 
a  vocation  or  are  more  seri- 
ous about  a  call  to  priesthood 
please  consider  attending 
this  group.  The  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group  provides 
a  fraternal  environment 
in  which  to  discuss  your 
discernment  of  a  possible 
call  to  Priesthood  with  other 
men  who  are  also  examining 
the  call.  The  group  discusses 
issues  central  to  the  call  and 
does  so  within  the  context 
of  prayer,  presentations,  and 
discussion.  The  morning  be- 
gins with  Mass.  Coffee  and 
doughnuts  will  be  available 
in  the  Office  of  Vocations 
(two  doors  down  from  the 
Cathedral)  after  Mass.  Morn- 
ing Prayer,  a  discussion/ 
presentation  about  discern- 


ment/Priesthood, Daytime 
Prayer,  and  lunch  follow.  Next 
Discernment  Group  July 
1 0.  For  more  information 
contact  the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  June  24,  7  p.m. 
-  9  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton 
Street,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27603. 
Single  Catholic  women 
between  the  ages  of  1  7-45 
who  are  committed  to  pray- 
ing for  vocations,  growing  in 
holiness  while  in  the  midst  of 
the  world,  and  discerning  the 
call  of  Christ  are  invited  to 
the  Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women.  Thursday 
evening  meetings  will  begin 
in  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
with  Adoration  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  at  7  pm  followed 
by  Benediction.  At  8  pm  the 
group  will  move  to  the  Office 
of  Vocations  for  fellowship 
and  discussions.  Meetings 
should  end  by  9  pm.  Next 
group  on  August  1 9.  Contact 
Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger,  voca- 
tions@raldioc.org. 

Mass  of  Ordination  to 
the  Permanent  Diacon- 
ate,  Sacred  Heart  Catholic 
Church,  Pinehurst,  NC,  on 


June  26  at  10  a.m.  We  will 
celebrate  the  ordination  of 
1  5  men  to  the  Permanent 
Diaconate  for  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh.  The  Most  Rev- 
erend Michael  F.  Burbidge 
will  preside.  Please  pray 
for  these  men  on  this  spe- 
cial day. 

1 5th  Annual  Catholic 
Adult  Singles'  Beach 
Retreat  -  "Encountering 
God".  August  13-15, 
Trinity  Retreat  Center, 
Salter  Path,  N.C.  Are  you 
Single/single  again?  In- 
terested in  making  friends 
with  others  who  think 
spirituality  is  important? 
Looking  for  a  chance  to 
get  away  and  recharge? 
Please  join  us  along  with 
Single/single  again  Catho- 
lics for  a  weekend  of  sun, 
prayer,  renewal  and  relax- 
ation. Program  begins  at 
9  p.m.  Friday  and  ends  at 
noon  on  Sunday.  Registra- 
tion forms  are  available  at 
your  parish  office.  Regis- 


tration deadline  is  July  28, 
201  0.  Prices  range  from 
$1  55  to  $235  per  person 
dependent  upon  room 
occupancy.  Price  includes 
room  accommodations, 
meals  and  all  retreat  ma- 
terials. For  more  informa- 
tion, please  visit  http:// 
www.singlesingleagain. 
com/  or  contact  Celia  Ke- 
ator  at  919-267-4759  or 
mailto:ckeator@nc.rr.com. 

28th  National  Salesian 
Conference,  August  7,  9 
a.m.  -  2  p.m.  Immaculate 
Conception  Church,  6650 
Carolina  Beach  Road, 
Wilmington,  N.C,  is  one  of 
seven  locations  with  a  LIVE 
SIMULCAST.  The  confer- 
ence theme  is  the  Visitation 
of  Mary  to  Elizabeth  with 
three  keynote  speakers. 
Deadline  for  registration  is 
July  1  2,  2010.  To  receive 
a  registration  form  or  more 
details  contact  our  Church 
office:  elacourse@iccwilm. 
org  or  call  910-781-1003. 


FCJ  Training  Program  for 
the  Spiritual  Direction.  A 

two-year  training  program  for 
spiritual  direction,  spon- 
sored by  the  Sisters  Faithful 
Companions  of  Jesus,  will 
begin  in  Durham  in  late 
August.  Sessions  held  one 
Saturday  and  one  Monday 
night  per  month.  Strong 
emphasis  on  reflection,  from 
a  faith  perspective,  on  one's 
experiences.  Familiarity  with 
spiritual  direction,  Scripture, 
and  personal  prayer  advised. 
Minimum  age:  30.  If  others 
often  talk  with  you  about  the 
integration  of  their  faith  with 
their  daily  life,  perhaps  this 
program  is  for  you.  An  op- 
portunity to  deepen  your  own 
spirituality  while  preparing  to 
companion  with  others  on  the 
journey.  For  more  informa- 
tion or  to  receive  a  brochure 
contact:  Sr.  Joanna  Walsh, 
FCJ  (fcjjoanna@aol.com)  or 
919-641-2476.  (See  also 
http://www.fcjsisters.org/ 
fcj_span  ish/news/Ju  ne_0  9/ 
durham.html.) 


Natural  Family  Plan- 
ning Mass  and  Picnic, 

July  31,  1  1  a.m.  -  1:30 
p.m.  at  St.  Catherine  of 
Siena  Catholic  Church, 
520  West  Holding  Av- 
enue, Wake  Forest,  NC 
27587.  Fr.  Phillip  Tighe 
will  celebrate  Mass  honor- 
ing Natural  Family  Plan- 
ning Awareness  Week.  All 
NFP  teachers  and  promot- 
ers are  invited  along  with 
couples  practicing  NFP  or 
those  interested  in  learn- 
ing more  about  NFP.  For 
more  information  contact 
Allison  Dooley  at  NFP@ 
raldioc.org 

Marriage  Encounter  Week- 
end, August  1 3,  6  p.m.  - 
August  1 5,  2  p.m.  Marriage 
Encounter  is  a  weekend  that 
helps  couples  focus  on  their 
relationship.  Couples  are 
encouraged  to  give  their  rela- 
tionship the  gift  of  a  Marriage 
Encounter.  Contact  Dean 
and  Vicki  Spriegel  at  dean. 
vickis@gmail.com. 


Gibbons  Seniors  Welcome 
Catholic  Campus  Ministries 

►►  On  April  2 1 ,  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  in  Raleigh 
hosted  Catholic  Campus  Ministry  (CCM)  Day,  an  opportu- 
nity for  seniors  planning  to  attend  universities  in  the  Diocese 
to  meet  with  Catholic  students  and  Campus  Ministers  from 
those  schools.  Campus  Ministries  from  NC  State  University, 
UNC-Chapel  Hill,  Duke  University,  East  Carolina  University 
and  Elon  University  set  up  informational  booths  and  shared  a 
lunch  with  their  incoming  freshmen. 

"We  wanted  the  students  to  connect  with  the  Campus  Min- 
istries," said  Fr.  Scott  McCue,  Gibbons'  Assistant  Principal  for 
Spiritual  Life,  "in  order  to  ease  the  transition  from  high  school 
to  college  and  show  students  ways  to  maintain  and  integrate 
their  faith  in  their  lives  on  campus." 

Megan  Tefler,  a  junior  from  East  Carolina,  said  CCM  has 
helped  keep  her  grounded  and  focused  on  why  she  is  in 
school  and  what's  important  in  life. 

Sarah  Hardin,  CGHS  class  of  2007,  is  a  spiritual  intern 
with  NC  State  CCM.  "Being  a  part  of  CCM  was  essential  for 
me  as  a  freshman,"  she  said.  "Going  from  a  spiritual  school 
to  a  secular  school  was  difficult  and  getting  involved  in  CCM 
was  a  way  for  me  to  meet  a  lot  of  new  friends." 


About  50  CGHS  seniors  participated  in  the  event.  Chris- 
topher Marcus  Gibson  plans  to  attend  Duke  in  the  fall  and 
major  in  philosophy  and  theology.  "My  Catholic  identity  is  very 
important  to  me,"  he  said,  "and  I  want  to  continue  to  nurture 
my  faith  in  college."  Catherine  Preston  and  Fr.  Joe  Vetter, 
representing  Duke,  said  one  of  the  benefits  of  CCM  is  that  it 
helps  students  develop  and  strengthen  their  leadership  skills. 

Christina  Sartori,  who  is  planning  to  attend  UNC-Chapel 
Hill,  said,  "Throughout  my  four  years  at  Gibbons,  there  has 
been  a  focus  on  faith,  service  and  leadership.  By  getting 
involved  in  Catholic  Campus  Ministry,  I  want  to  continue  that 
focus,  reaching  out  to  others  to  make  a  difference  in  their 
lives." 

The  mission  of  CCM  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  is  to 
gather  faith  communities  at  institutions  of  higher  education 
to  worship,  study  and  serve.  CCM  currently  serves  Catholic 
students  at  East  Carolina  University,  Elon  University,  North 
Carolina  Central  University,  North  Carolina  State  University, 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  at  Wilmington. 
For  more  information  on  CCM,  contact  Rev.  Joseph  G.  Vet- 
ter, Diocesan  Director  of  Campus  Ministry  at  joe.vetter@ral- 
dioc.org  or  Anne  Rosati,  Diocesan  Administrator  for  Campus 
Ministry  at  anne.rosati@raldioc.org. 


parish  profile 


A  Treasury  of  Devotion 

Laurinbure 


hen  you  walk  into 
church,  you  should 
be  transported  into 
the  presence  of 
God,"  says  Fr.  JaVan  Saxon,  Pastor 
of  Saint  Mary  Parish  in  Laurinburg, 
N.C.,  and  Saint  Mary  Church  fully 
satisfies  that  requirement.  Over 
three  years,  renovations  of  the 
church  and  the  daily  Mass  chapel 
have  transformed  the  church  in  this 
rural  town  into  a  small  gem.  The 
beautification,  Fr.  Saxon  explains, 
was  funded  purely  through 
donations,  without  conducting 
a  building  campaign  or  using 
offertory  funds. 


From  the  Stations  of 
the  Cross  to  the 
gleaming  wood 
floors  of  the 
sanctuary, 
to  the  80-year-old  German  stained 
glass  windows  and  the  Shrine  of 
Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary  of  Manao- 
ag,  patron  saint  of  the  Philippines, 
the  church  is  a  treasury  of  devotion. 
Along  both  walls  are  portraits  of 
holy  men  and  women  painted  by 
local  artist  and  parishioner,  Joan 
Porth.  They  include  canonized 
saints,  as  well  as  Thomas  Frederick 
Price,  North  Carolina's  first  native- 
bom  Catholic  Diocesan  priest,  and 
Pope  John  Paul  II. 

One  of  the  paintings,  appro- 
pnately  shows  Saint  Sharbel, 
a  Maronite  Catholic  monk  and 
priest,  particularly  venerated  by 
Catholics  of  Lebanese  descent. 
A  few  years  after  the  turn  of  the 
century,  Lebanese  immigrants 
were  instrumental  in  establishing  a 
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permanent  nucleus  of  Catholics  in 
Laurinburg.  In  1915,  Bishop  Leo 
Haid  dedicated  St.  Mary  Church. 
The  community  was  served  by 
priests  from 
the  surround- 
1  ingarea 
until  1945, 
when  Father 
|^    Michael  Carey 
became  its  first 
resident  pastor.  In  1959, 
ground  was  broken  for  what 
became  Saint  Margaret  Hall,  origi- 
nally intended  as  a  gym  for  the 
local  children.  Eventually  the  hall 
would  be  refurbished  and  become 
the  new  church. 

Today,  Fr.  Saxon  says,  Saint 
Mary  serves  1 72  families.  "We're  a 
small  church,"  he  says.  "This  part 
of  the  state  has  been  hurting  eco- 
nomically, so  there  hasn't  been  a 
lot  of  growth.  But  our  parishioners 
are  very  visible,  active  participants. 
We  have  a  strong  ministry  to  the 
sick,  faith  formation,  adult  educa- 
tion, Scripture  study,  RCIA,  youth 
group,  Ladies  Guild  and  Knights 
of  Columbus.  Most  parishioners 
are  involved." 


The  pastor  is  happy  to  be  lead- 
ing a  small,  stable  community. 
"It  means  we  can  concentrate 
on  spirituality,  on  Scripture  and 
on  the  Sacraments,"  he  says. 
"And  the  Lord  always  provides 
what  we  need  for  the  important 
things.  When  it  comes  to  wor- 
ship and  religious  education,  we 
don't  budget." 

The  devotional  art  and  beauty 
of  Saint  Mary  Church  extends  to 
the  Divine  Mercy  Chapel,  where 
Mass  is  offered  every  morning.  It 
is  also  the  venue  for  Eucharistic 
Adoration  on  First  Fridays,  from 
the  end  of  morning  Mass  till  7 
p.m.,  and  Divine  Mercy  Holy 
Hour  for  Vocations  every  Friday. 
Between  the  chapel  and  the 
parish  is  what  Fr.  Saxon  calls  his 
"icon  wall,"  covered  with  scores 
of  images  he  has  collected  of  holy 
men  and  women.  "I  use  this  wall 
as  religious  education  with  the 
kids,"  Father  Saxon  says  with  a 
smile.  "Whenever  we  walk  by,  I 
ask  them,  Who  is  that  saint?'" 
St.  Mary  Parish  may  be  far  from 
wealthy,  but  it  is  rich  in  its  aware- 
ness of  God's  presence. 
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Marriage  Encounter 
Weekend  Planned  for 
August  13-15 


August  13-15,  2010  is  the  next 
World  Wide  Marriage  Encounter 
(WWME)  weekend  in  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh.  The  event  will  be  in  Raleigh 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  Brownstone  Hotel 
and  Conference  Center. 

WWME's  mission  is  to  renew  the 
Church  and  change  the  world  by 
assisting  married  couples  to  live  fully 
intimate  and  responsible  relationships 
and  by  providing  them  with  a  Catholic 
experience  and  ongoing  community 
support.  A  Marriage  Encounter  week- 
end is  designed  to  deepen  and  enrich 
the  joys  a  couple  share  together,  re- 
gardless of  years  married  or  religion. 

Presentations  are  given  by  teams 
of  married  couples  and  the  presid- 
ing priest  with  the  intention  of  allow- 
ing spouses  an  opportunity  to  look 
at  themselves,  their  marriage,  their 
relationship  to  one  another  and  finally 
to  look  at  their  relationship  with  God 
and  the  world.  After  each  presentation 
given  to  the  group  as  a  whole,  couples 
are  then  given  time  in  the  privacy  of 
their  rooms  for  personal  discussion. 
The  weekends  focus  strictly  on  the 
individual  couple;  personal  group 
sharing  is  not  a  part  of  the  weekend. 

Marty  and  Charlie  Coe  have  been 
involved  with  Marriage  Encounter  for 
thirty  of  the  forty-three  years  they've 
been  married.  "It  really  changed 
our  lives,"  said  Charlie.  "Ironically, 
what  separated  us  was  the  Church. 
We  were  both  very  active  in  several 
ministries  of  our  Church,  but  not  serv- 
ing them  together."  Marty  says,  "We 
came  home  from  our  first  Encounter 
and  our  daughter  said,  'Mom,  you're 
bonded.'  We  are  really  thankful  that 
God  intervened  in  our  marriage." 
Charlie  adds,  "The  fundamental  thing 
we  did  was  change  our  priorities.  We 
started  to  do  less  volunteering  away 
from  each  other  and  looked  for  op- 
portunities where  we  could  contribute 
together." 

The  Coes  are  currently  involved  in 
Retrouvaille,  which  was  developed 
out  of  Marriage  Encounter  for  couples 


word  meaning  "rediscovery,"  is  a 
weekend  experience  with  six  followup 
meetings  over  the  course  of  three 
months.  Charlie  said,  "We  have  seen 
couples  enduring  stress  or  dysfunction 
in  marriage  for  thirty  years  come  out 
of  a  weekend  deeper  and  stronger." 

Retrouvaille  and  Marriage  Encoun- 
ter Weekends  start  at  8:00pm  on  a 
Friday  and  end  at  4: 1  5  on  Sunday. 
There  is  a  $50  registration  fee  and 
the  opportunity  to  make  a  confidential 
donation.  Meals  are  provided.  For 
more  information  contact:  emilieand- 
tom@yahoo.com  or  336-274-4424. 

www.retrouvaille.org 
www.wwme-nc.info/info.html 
foryourmarriage.org/ 


who  need  a  stronger  experience  to 
re-establish  communication  and  gain 
new  insights.  Retrouvaille,  a  French 

Cardinal  Gibbons  High 
School  Graduates  265 


►►  On  Friday,  May  28th,  the  265  mem- 
bers of  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School's 
Class  of  201 0,  the  1 01  st  class  to 
graduate  from  the  Catholic  high  school, 
attended  a  baccalaureate  liturgy  cel- 
ebrated by  the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  at  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  Church. 

In  his  homily,  Bishop  Burbidge  praised 
the  students'  parents  and  the  faculty  and 
staff  of  Cardinal  Gibbons,  calling  them 
"those  special  instruments  the  Lord  has  placed  in  your  life." 

"Now,"  the  Bishop  continued,  "you  are  sent  forth  at  this  exciting  moment  in  your  life 
to  be  God's  instruments  so  that  in  word  and  deed  others  may  recognize  Him  in  you! 
...  We  pray  that  through  Mary's  intercession  and  God's  grace  you  will  stay  men  and 
women  of  faith;  who  remain  active  members  of  the  community  of  the  Church  who 
gather  especially  each  week  for  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharist;  who  pray  daily;  who 
ask  the  Holy  Spirit  to  enlighten  you  in  all  of  your  decisions;  and  who  live  with  integrity, 
striving  with  God's  grace  to  do  all  that  is  good,  holy  and  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God, 
endeavoring  always  to  be  leaders  and  servants  in  Church  and  community." 

Nearly  1 00  per  cent  of  the  Class  of  201 0  plan  to  continue  their  education,  attend- 
ing colleges  and  universities  across  the  country,  including  the  U.S.  Air  Force  Acad- 
emy, the  U.S.  Military  Academy,  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy  and  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
Academy.  As  of  May  28th,  the  class  had  received  scholarships  totaling  $6,527,270. 

On  Sunday,  May  30th,  the  Cardinal  Gibbons  seniors  received  their  diplomas  in  a 
ceremony  at  Raleigh's  Meymandi  Hall. 


(left  to  right)  Mrs.  Susan  Goethals, 
9th  and  1 2th  grade  Biology  teacher  at 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School;  Mr.  Jason 
Curtis,  Principal  of  Cardinal  Gibbons;  Dr. 
Michael  Fedewa,  Diocesan  Superinten- 
dent of  Schools. 
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You've  Cl/llKli^Sy  been  close. 
Now  you  can  be  c/o&& 


Whether  you're  a  grandparent  and  you  miss 
watching  your  grandchildren  grow,  or  you  are 
a  son  or  daughter  and  your  children  are  missing 
out  on  special  moments  with  their  grandparent, 
Pennybyrn  can  bring  your  whole  family  closer 
together.  At  Pennybyrn,  adults  62  and  older  can 
enjoy  a  whole  new  spirit  of  retirement  living: 
carefree,  invigorating,  inspiring.  Close  to 
Jamestown  and  Greensboro,  Pennybyrn  is  an 
exceptional  choice.  Do  it  for  yourself.  Do  it  for 
each  other. 

Call  us  at  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 

VKf  atMARYFIELD 

Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com  ]  "T  I 

109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260  sizxzs 
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from    the  bishop 


An  Umpire,  a  Pit 
and  an  Example 


ne  of  my  summer  jobs  throughout  my  time  in 
m  the  seminary  and  prior  to  my  ordination  as  a 

Deacon  was  that  of  a  baseball  umpire.  Some  in-  j 
^^*mS^   dividuals  humorously  state  that  the  job  prepared 
me  to  be  a  Bishop  -  lots  of  "close  calls"  with  not  everyone  agreeing  with  you! 


We  have  learned  more  about  the  world  of  the  umpire  in 
the  widely  broadcast  story  of  a  mistaken  call  that  recently 
cost  a  pitcher  the  thrill  of  hurling  a  "perfect  game."  On  June 
2nd,  with  one  out  to  go  in  the  bottom  of  the  ninth  inning,  a 
ground  ball  was  hit.  The  Detroit  Tigers'  pitcher,  Armando 
Galarraga,  covered  first  base.  The  runner  was  clearly  out. 
However,  the  umpire,  Jim  Joyce,  ruled  the  runner  safe. 
Due  to  the  error,  Armando  Galarraga  will  not  be  listed  in 
the  record  books  as  one  of  the  elite  number  of  pitchers 
who  ever  threw  a  perfect  game. 

While  this  was  an  unfortunate  development  in  sports,  the 
responses  of  the  umpire  and  pitcher  have  provided  valu- 
able lessons  regarding  the  manner  in  which  to  handle  ad- 
versity. After  the  call  was  made 
and  knowing  its  consequences, 
the  pitcher  simply  smiled  and 
continued  the  game  without  any 
display  of  anger.  After  the  game 
and  upon  seeing  the  videotape, 
the  umpire  humbly  acknowl- 
edged the  mistake.  In  fact,  he 
asked  to  meet  with  the  pitcher  in 
the  clubhouse  to  convey  his  heartfelt  apology.  The  pitcher 
reminded  the  umpire  that  no  one  is  "perfect."  The  next 
game  day,  the  umpire  and  pitcher  met  on  the  field  and  dis- 
played sportsmanship,  class,  respect  and  professionalism. 
Their  examples  speak  loudly  -  to  every  baseball  player, 
coach,  umpire  and  fan  -  of  the  necessary  perspective  we 
must  maintain. 

We  can  also  apply  the  examples  of  the  pitcher  and  the 
umpire  to  our  spiritual  lives.  While  it  is  sometimes  difficult 
to  admit,  we  must  realize  that  none  of  us  is  "perfect."  We 
make  mistakes  and  bad  judgments.  We  sin  and  we  fail.  In 
order  to  grow  in  our  spiritual  lives,  we  must  not  waste  time 
or  energy  making  "excuses."  To  be  truly  reconciled,  we 
must  acknowledge  our  sins,  express  our  sorrow  and  seek 
forgiveness.  The  Good  News  is  that  Our  Lord  Jesus  em- 
braces us  in  His  infinite  mercy  and  love.  How  blessed  we 
are  to  experience  these  gifts  most  especially  in  the  Sacra- 
ments of  Eucharist  and  Penance. 

Likewise,  we  may  also  have  to  admit  that  we  have  failed 
others.  We  discover  true  freedom  simply  by  stating  our 


mistake  and  offering  a  sincere  apology  to  anyone  we  have 
offended  by  our  words  or  deeds.  In  turn,  we  must  not 
expect  anyone  to  be  "perfect."  We  should  always  be  willing 
and  ready  to  accept  the  apology  others  may  have  to  offer 
us  so  that  together  we  can  begin  anew. 

The  umpire  stated  that  he  had  been  in  the  profession 
for  twenty-plus  years  and  all  that  time  no  one  knew  him. 
Now  because  of  that  one  mistake,  he  is  the  most  recog- 
nizable umpire  in  the  sport.  Since  that  time,  coaches  and 
managers  have  taken  the  time  to  offer  praise  and  en- 
couragement for  his  good  work  throughout  the  years.  In 
our  own  lives,  we  can  easily  focus  on  what  we  have  done 
wrong  and  on  our  limitations  or  that  one  bad  decision. 

However,  growth  in  our  spiritual 
lives  demands  that  we  daily 
give  thanks  for  the  many  ways 
God  uses  us  as  His  instruments 
and  works  in  and  through  us. 
Celebrate  what  you  have  ac- 
complished with  God's  grace 
and  never  forget  the  miraculous 
ways  the  Lord  has  used  you 
and  continues  to  use  you  as  His  instrument  each  and 
every  day.  In  the  same  way,  lift  up  and  encourage  those 
who  may  be  unable  to  see  God's  blessings  in  their  midst, 
especially  those  who  may  be  overwhelmed  with  recent 
failure  or  hardship. 

The  call  that  deprived  a  pitcher  of  a  perfect  game 
reminds  us  that  the  world  of  sports  can  often  teach  some 
valuable  lessons  in  life  and  in  our  spiritual  journey.  We 
should  pray  daily  for  the  grace  to  keep  our  priorities  in 
order  to  demonstrate  sportsmanship  on  and  off  the  field, 
to  reflect  class  and  respect  in  our  dealings  with  others,  to 
acknowledge  our  failures,  to  apologize  when  necessary, 
to  forgive  those  who  have  injured  us,  to  celebrate  our  ac- 
complishments and  to  support  those  in  our  midst  who  are 
in  most  need  of  encouragement. 

By  the  way,  I  remember  some  significant  mistakes  I 
made  as  an  umpire  and  I  acknowledge  that  I  am  still  far 
from  perfect.  Thus,  how  can  I  not  help  but  take  this  op- 
portunity to  ask  you  to  continue  to  support  your  Bishop, 
especially  in  those  "close  calls"  that  have  to  be  made! 


In  order  to  grow  in  our  spiritual 
lives,  we  must  not  waste  time  or 
energy  making  "excuses." 
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As  the  Year  for  Priests  proclaimed  by  Pope 
Benedict  XVI  drew  to  a  close,  the  clergy  and 
faithful  of  the  Diocese  looked  back  on  numerous 
events  and  activities  associated  with  this  special 
initiative. 

The  Pope  declared  the  Year  for  Priests  on  June 
1 9,  2009,  "To  encourage  priests  in  striving  for 
spiritual  perfection."  The  priesthood  is  a  gift  for 
"the  person  who  receives  it,  for  the  entire  Church, 
and  for  the  world  which  would  be  lost  without  the 
real  presence  of  Christ,"  said  the  Pope. 

In  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge  established  a  Year  for  Priests 
committee  that  created  a  unique  prayer  for  priests. 
Prayer  cards  were  distributed  throughout  the  Dio- 
cese. Bishop  Burbidge  encouraged  each  parish 
community  to  pray  the  Prayer  for  Priests  before  or 
after  Mass  each  Sunday,  before 
parish  meetings  and  programs 
and,  especially,  within  homes. 

The  Bishop  celebrated  the 
opening  Mass  for  the  Year  on 
June  2 1 ,  2009.  At  a  Mass  on 
August  4,  the  Feast  of  St.  John 
Vianney,  the  Bishop  blessed  a 
statue  of  Saint  John  Vianney  that 
traveled  to  the  eight  deaneries  of 
the  Diocese  throughout  the  year. 

During  the  Year  for  Priests, 
the  Diocesan  Web  site  and  NC 
Catholics  magazine  featured 
a  regular  "Did  You  Know?" 
column,  in  which  Priests  in  the 
Diocese  answered  questions  about  their  interests 
and  activities. 

The  Offices  of  Evangelization  and  Catechesis 
and  Catholic  Schools  sponsored  the  Diocesan 
Year  for  Priests  Poetry  and  Essay  Contest.  Stu- 
dents wrote  on  topics  such  as  their  favorite  priests 
and  thoughts  about  the  Priesthood. 

At  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  (CGHS)  in 
Raleigh,  the  students  sent  cards  to  parish  priests 
and  thanked  them  for  their  service  and  witness  of 
faith.  Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger,  Director  of  Vocations, 
spoke  to  all  of  the  theology  classes  about  Holy 
Orders  and  the  life  of  a  priest.  "We  hope  that  our 
priests  felt  appreciated,"  said  Mark  DeLaRosa,  a 
Theology  instructor  at  CGHS  and  Chair  of  the 
Year  for  Priests  committee.  "And  that  some  of 
our  young  people  might  be  inspired  to  serve  the 


Church  through  ordained  ministry." 

During  the  Year  for  Priests,  Bishop  Burbidge 
also  scheduled  eight  Prayer  Days  with  priests 
of  the  Diocese.  The  prayer  days  were  a  way  to 
strengthen  the  bond  between  the  Bishop  and  his 
priests  and  a  chance  to  share  stories  of  priestly 
life,  ministry  and  fraternity.  "Like  the  Year  for 
Priests  itself,"  the  Bishop  said,  "these  meetings, 
with  God's  grace,  will  be  a  time  of  renewal,  and 
help  lead  us  to  an  even  deeper  commitment  to  our 
spiritual  lives,  upon  which  the  effectiveness  of  all 
our  ministries  depends." 

Father  JaVan  Saxon  of  Saint  Mary  Catholic 
Church  in  Laurinburg  called  the  Year  for  Priests  a 
humbling  experience.  "I  felt  a  strong  solidarity  with 
my  brother  priests  and  the  support  of  the  whole 
Church  and  God's  people,"  Father  Saxon  ex- 
plained. "It  deepened  my  prayer 
life;  I  prayed  more  earnestly  for 
my  brothers  and  God's  people 
who  are  struggling. 

"I  feel  so  blessed,"  Father 
Saxon  said,  "that  we  have  1 4 
seminarians  and  five  more 
getting  ready  to  enroll.  Bishop 
Burbidge  evokes  a  desire  from 
priests  to  be  the  best  we  can  be." 
Pope  Benedict  concluded  the 
Year  for  Priests  on  June  1 1 , 
201 0,  the  Solemnity  of  the  Sa- 
cred Heart  of  Jesus,  with  Mass 
in  St.  Peter's  Square  attended 
by  1 0,000  clergy  from  around 
the  world.  They  renewed  their  vows  and  the  Holy 
Father  proclaimed  St  John  Vianney  as  the  patron 
saint  of  all  priests  worldwide. 

"In  this  way  we  also  wanted  to  demonstrate 
once  again  to  young  people  that  this  vocation, 
this  fellowship  of  service  for  God  and  with  God, 
does  exist  -  and  that  God  is  indeed  waiting  for  us 
to  say  'yes,"  said  Pope  Benedict.  "Together  with 
the  whole  Church  we  wanted  to  make  clear  once 
again  that  we  have  to  ask  God  for  this  vocation." 

Bishop  Burbidge  celebrated  the  Diocesan  clos- 
ing Mass  for  the  Year  for  Priests  on  June  29th  at 
St.  Anthony  of  Padua  Catholic  Church  in  South- 
em  Pines.  In  a  letter  to  the  faithful,  the  Bishop 
wrote,  "With  my  brother  priests,  I  convey  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  many  ways  in  which  you  express 
your  great  love  for  the  Priesthood." 
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Brendan  J.  Buckler  Ordained 
Transitional  Deacon 

completed  his  Third  Year  Theology  at 
Saint  Charles  Borromeo  Seminary  in 
Philadelphia. 

"You  stand  alone  today  as  one  to  be 
ordained,"  the  Bishop  Burbidge  said 
in  his  homily.  "However,  you  are  far 
from  alone.  Along  with  God's  abid- 
ing presence,  you  can  depend  on  the 
support  of  your  family  and  the  special 

people  God  has  placed  in  your  life." 

Deacon  Buckler's  summer  assign- 
ment is  at  Saint  Gabriel  Church  in 
Greenville  until  August  1 .  Following 
several  weeks'  vacation,  he  will  return 
to  Saint  Charles  Borromeo  Seminary 
for  his  final  year  of  formation.  He 
is  scheduled  to  be  ordained  to  the 
Priesthood  in  201  1. 

Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
ordained  Brendan  J.  Buckler  to  the 
Transitional  Diaconate  at  a  Mass  of 
Ordination  celebrated  at  Saint  Cath- 
erine of  Siena  Church  in  Wake  Forest, 
June  5.  Deacon  Buckler  recently 

;  church            Our  Lady  of  Mount  Carmel           |  St.  Apollinarius,  bishop  and  martyr            St.  Lawrence  of  Brindisi,  priest  and  doctor  of  the  church  July  21  |  St  Mary  Magdalene  July  22 

Diocese  Celebrates  the  Ordination  of  1 5  to  the  Permanent  Diaconate 

On  Saturday,  June  26,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael         tion  of  hands  and  the  prayer  of  consecration,  "You  will  be 
F.  Burbidge  ordained  1  5  men  to  the  Diaconate  at  a  Mass       configured  forever  to  Christ  the  Servant."  He  explained 
celebrated  at  Sacred  Heart  Church  in  Pinehurst.  The  men      that  through  ordination,  they  will  be  sent  as  "servants  of  the 
completed  a  five  year  program  of  formation  and  have  been     Word,  at  the  altar  and  of  charity." 

assigned  to  ministry  at  1 4  parishes  in  the  Diocese  (see            Bishop  Burbidge  reminded  them  that  in  proclaiming  the 
page  8).                                                                Word  they  must  do  so  without  compromise,  fear  or  hesita- 

In  his  homily,  Bishop  Burbidge  told  the  Deacons  that          tion.  As  servants  of  the  altar,  he  said,  "It  is  from  this  altar 
they  were  "chosen  by  the  Lord  and  His  Church  for  sac-         that  you  receive  the  grace  and  strength  that  you  need  to  go 
ramental  service."  The  Bishop  said  that  with  the  imposi-        forth  and  bear  witness  to  the  Truth  and  Charity  of  Christ." 
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And  as  servants  of  charity,  he  told  them,  like  the  first  seven 
deacons  of  the  Church,  they  must  go  into  the  community  to 
bring  forth  the  healing  and  compassionate  love  of  Jesus. 

Addressing  the  wives  and  children  of  the  Deacons, 
Bishop  Burbidge  expressed  his  deep  appreciation  for  the 
support  they  have  given  during  the  discernment  and  forma- 
tion process.  The  Bishop  also  expressed  gratitude  to  Msgr. 
Michael  Clay  and  Father  James  Garneau  for  their  leader- 
ship and  guidance  in  the  formation  of  the  new  Deacons. 
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Official 

Announcements 

►►  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
announces  that  upon 
ordination  to  the 
Permanent  Diaconate, 
the  following  Deacon 
Assignments  will  be 
effective  June  26,  2010. 

Michael  Boyd  Alig  is 

appointed  Deacon  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
Parish  in  Raleigh. 

Walter  Calabrese  is 

appointed  Deacon  at 
Annunciation  Parish 
in  Havelock  Parish  in 
Havelock. 

Michel  du  Sablon  is 

appointed  Deacon  at 
Saint  Therese  Parish  in 
Wilson. 

Frederick  Melvin 
Fisher,  Jr.  is  appointed 
Deacon  at  Saint  Paul 
Parish  in  New  Bern. 


Joseph  Pius  Piyasiri 
Gabriel  is  appointed 
Deacon  at  Saint  Anthony 
of  Padua  Parish  in 
Southern  Pines. 

Frank  Taft  Jones,  III 

is  appointed  Deacon 
at  Saint  Ann  Parish  in 
Edenton. 

Patrick  Gerald 
Mcllmoyle  is 

appointed  Deacon  at 
Our  Lady  of  the  Rosary 
Parish  in  Louisburg. 

Emilio  Meji'a  is 

appointed  Deacon 
at  Saint  Stephen  the 
First  Martyr  Parish  in 
Sanford. 

Vincent  Joseph 
Mescall  is  appointed 
Deacon  at  Saint  Patrick 
Parish  in  Fayetteville. 

Patrick  Daniel  Pelkey 

is  appointed  Deacon 
at  Saint  Michael  the 
Archangel  Parish  in  Cary. 


Ronald  Soriano  is 

appointed  Deacon  at 
Saint  Mary,  Mother  of  the 
Church  Parish  in  Gamer. 

Gary  Cole  Stemple 

is  appointed  Deacon 
at  Saint  Ann  Parish  in 
Fayetteville. 

Juan  Alexander 
Vicent  Martinez  is 

appointed  Deacon  at 
Saint  Francis  de  Sales 
Parish  in  Lumberton. 

Bradley  Evans 
Watkins  is  appointed 
Deacon  at  Saint 
Catherine  Siena  Parish 
in  Wake  Forest. 

Mark  Alan  Westrick 

is  appointed  Deacon 
at  Saint  Stephen  the 
First  Martyr  Parish  in 
Sanford. 


Official  Announcements 


Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh,  announces  the 
following  Priest  Assignments. 

Effective  June  1,  2010 

•  Reverend  Mark  Reamer,  O.F.M.,  Pastor 
of  Saint  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish  in 
Raleigh,  is  granted  sabbatical  leave  by 
the  Very  Reverend  John  O'Connor, 
O.F.M.,  Provincial  of  the  Holy  Name 
Province  of  the  Order  Friars  Minor, 
effective  June  1  -  September  30,  201 0. 

•  Reverend  David  McBriar,  O.F.M., 
Parochial  Vicar  of  Saint  Francis  of 
Assisi  Parish  in  Raleigh,  is  appointed 
Temporary  Administrator  effective  June 
1  -  September  30,  2010. 

Effective  June  30,  2010 

•  Reverend  Mark  J.  Betti,  Pastor  of  Saint 
Bernadette  Parish  in  Fuquay-Varina, 

is  appointed  Pastor  of  Immaculate 
Conception  Parish  in  Clinton. 

•  Reverend  David  M.  Chiantella,  a  Priest 
of  the  Diocese  of  Allentown,  is  appointed 
Parochial  Vicar  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Parish  in  Raleigh. 


•  Reverend  Gregory  P.  Lowchy,  Pastor 
of  Saint  Therese  Parish  in  Wilson,  is 
reappointed  to  an  additional  six-year 
term  as  Pastor. 

•  Reverend  Douglas  P.  Reed,  Pastor 
of  Saint  Anne  Parish  in  Edenton,  is 
reappointed  to  an  additional  six-year 
term  as  Pastor. 

•  Reverend  Fernando  Torres,  Pastor 
of  Immaculate  Conception  Parish  in 
Clinton,  is  appointed  Pastor  of  Saint 
Bernadette  Parish  in  Fuquay-Varina. 

•  Reverend  Thomas  S.  Tully,  Pastor  of 
Holy  Family  Parish  in  Hillsborough,  is 
reappointed  to  an  additional  six-year 
term  as  Pastor. 

Effective  July  6,  2010 

•  Reverend  John  J.  Kelly,  O.S.F.S.,  a 
Priest  of  the  Oblates  of  Saint  Francis 
de  Sales,  is  appointed  Pastor  of 
Saint  Elizabeth  Ann  Seton  Parish  in 
Fayetteville. 

•  Reverend  Willard  Rucinski,  O.S.F.S., 
Pastor  of  Saint  Elizabeth  Ann  Seton 
Parish  in  Fayetteville,  retires  from  active 
priestly  ministry. 


Effective  August  8,  201 0 

•  Reverend  Chet  Artysiewicz,  G.H.M., 
a  Priest  of  the  Glenmary  Home 
Missioners,  is  appointed  Pastor  of  the 
Catholic  Community  of  Bertie  County 

in  Windsor  and  Priestly  Minister  to  Saint 
Joan  of  Arc  Parish  in  Plymouth. 

Effective  June  1 4,  201 0 

•  Reverend  Thanh  Nguyen,  a  Priest  in 
Good  Standing  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
and  former  Pastor  of  Good  Shepherd 
Parish  in  Hope  Mills,  is  granted 
temporary  leave  for  spiritual  renewal. 

•  Reverend  Monsignor  Jeffrey  A.  Ingham, 
V.F.,  Pastor  of  Saint  Anthony  of  Padua 
Parish  in  Southern  Pines  and  Dean  of 
the  Fayetteville  Deanery,  is  additionally 
appointed  Administrator  of  Good 
Shepherd  Parish  in  Hope  Mills. 

Effective  June  30,  2010 

•  Very  Reverend  Joseph  G.  Mulroney, 
a  Priest  in  Good  Standing  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh,  Pastor  of  Saint 
Luke  the  Evangelist  Parish  in  Raleigh 
and  Adjutant  Judicial  Vicar,  is  granted 
temporary  leave  for  spiritual  renewal. 

•  Very  Reverend  John  J.  Forbes,  V.F., 
Pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Parish 
in  Raleigh  and  Dean  of  the  Raleigh 
Deanery,  is  additionally  appointed 
Administrator  of  Saint  Luke  the 
Evangelist  Parish  in  Raleigh. 

Effective  July  10,  2010 

•  Reverend  Segundo  Manuel  Noriega, 
a  priest  of  the  Apostolic  Vicariate  of 
Puyo,  is  appointed  Parochial  Vicar  of 
Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  Parish  in 
Rocky  Mount  and  to  Hispanic  Priestly 
Ministry  at  Saint  John  the  Baptist  Parish 
in  Roanoke  Rapids. 

•  Reverend  Robert  D.  Wiesenbaugh,  S.J., 
Parochial  Vicar  of  Saint  Raphael  the 
Archangel  Parish  in  Raleigh,  is  assigned 
by  his  Provincial  to  priestly  ministry  in 
the  Diocese  of  Richmond. 

Effective  September  20,  2010 

•  Reverend  Bruce  Bavinger,  S.J., 
Parochial  Vicar  of  Saint  Therese  Parish 
in  Wilson,  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help 
Parish  in  Rocky  Mount  and  Saint  John 
the  Baptist  Parish  in  Roanoke  Rapids, 
is  appointed  Parochial  Vicar  of  Saint 
Raphael  the  Archangel  Parish  in  Raleigh. 

•  Reverend  Paul  W.  Brant,  S.J.,  Priestly 
Minister  to  the  Catholic  Community  of 
Bertie  County  in  Windsor,  Holy  Trinity 
Parish  in  Williamston  and  Saint  Joan 
of  Arc  Parish  in  Plymouth,  is  appointed 
Parochial  Vicar  of  Saint  Therese  Parish 
in  Wilson  and  continues  as  delegate  of 
the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh,  to  the  Cursillo 
movement  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
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Bishop  Approves  Pastoral  Plan 


The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  created  a  new  Diocesan 
Pastoral  Plan  to  address  the  needs  of  a  growing  Church  in 
Eastern  North  Carolina.  Work  on  the  Plan  began  May,  2009 
and  progressed  through  numerous  stages  of  consultation  and 
revision  before  being  presented  to  and  approved  by  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  in  June,  2010. 

Bishop  Burbidge  initiated  the  process  to  help  the 
Diocese  and  parishes  determine  their  most  important 
needs  and  establish  goals  to  address  those  needs.  The 
Bishop  named  Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa,  Superintendent  of 
Catholic  Formation  and  Education,  and  Ms.  Kathleen  Walsh, 
Executive  Director  of  Catholic  Charities,  as  facilitators  of  the 
process  because  of  their  vast  experience  working  with  the 
people  of  the  Diocese. 

The  ten-month  process  included  initial  presentations 
to  the  Priests'  Council,  the  Council  of  Religious,  Pastoral 
Administrators  and  the  Diocesan  Central  Administration.  That 
was  followed  by  separate  meetings  in  the  eight  Deaneries  of 
the  Diocese.  A  total  of  425  people  throughout  the  Diocese 
were  involved  in  the  discussions  and  crafting  the  document. 

"That's  really  the  strength  of  the  Diocesan  Pastoral  Plan," 
said  Dr.  Fedewa.  "It's  the  level  of  collaboration  that  took 
place  in  its  development.  The  breadth  and  scope  of  this 
initiative  will  serve  the  Diocese  and  its  parishes  very  well  in 
mapping  out  a  future  for  ministry." 

Ms.  Walsh  concurred.  "It  was  impressive  to  me  to  see 
once  again  how  interested  and  involved  the  parishioners 
were  across  the  Diocese,"  she  said,  "and  how  much  we  all 
care  about  the  Church  in  Eastern  North  Carolina." 

"Rather  than  start  with  a  clean  sheet  of  paper,"  Bishop 
Burbidge  said,  "we  needed  something  from  which  to  work." 
In  2009,  after  extensive  review  and  discussion,  the  United 
States  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  established  five 
priorities  that  the  Church  would  focus  on  from  201 0-201 3. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  five  national  priorities  could  serve  as 
the  major  priorities  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  In  reviewing 
the  challenges  and  opportunities  facing  the  Diocese,  two 
additional  ones  were  added  for  a  total  of  seven.  They  are: 

•  Promote  the  life  and  dignity  of  the  human  person 

•  Focus  on  Faith  Formation  and  Sacramental  Practice 

•  Cultural  Diversity 

•  Promote  Vocations  to  the  Priesthood  and 
Consecrated  Life 

•  Implement  the  national  pastoral  initiative  on  marriage 

•  Practice  the  effective  stewardship  of  resources 

•  Plan  for  the  effective  management  of  growth 

The  priorities,  along  with  a  list  of  ongoing  projects, 
formed  the  working  document  presented  to  the  Deaneries 
for  discussion  and  the  establishment  of  goals  to  support 
each  priority.  In  February,  representatives  from  the  eight 
Deaneries  met  with  Bishop  Burbidge  to  present  their 
feedback  directly  to  him.  This  also  provided  each  Deanery 
an  opportunity  to  hear  the  comments  of  the  other  seven. 


Following  that  meeting,  a  revised  document  was  then 
presented  to  the  collegial  bodies.  In  May,  the  Priests' 
Council  reviewed  it  and  recommended  its  approval  to 
Bishop  Burbidge,  who  accepted  it. 

Dr.  Denis  Carter,  a  representative  from  Cape  Fear 
Deanery,  said,  "The  Diocesan  Pastoral  Plan  provides  a  guide 
as  to  how  best  to  use  our  limited  resources  and  to  leverage 
them  by  focusing  on  a  common  set  of  priorities.  It  fosters  a 
sense  of  shared  priorities."  Mr.  Carter  said  several  specific 
items  emerged,  including  the  need  for  a  new  Cathedral  and 
stronger  engagement  with  teenagers  and  college  youth. 
"While  these  topics  may  have  been  talked  about  in  various 
circles,"  he  said,  "they  now  rise  to  the  level  of  common 
Diocesan  focus  where  it  is  possible  to  address  it." 

Mickey  McGoldrick,  parish  administrator  at  Saint  Raphael 
Church  in  Raleigh  and  a  member  of  the  Raleigh  Deanery, 
said  the  process  was  effective.  "We  had  adequate  time 
prior  to  the  meeting  to  read  the  document  and  prepare 
our  thoughts  and  comments.  Sharing  in  the  process  with 
colleagues  from  around  the  Deanery  provided  us  the 
opportunity  for  added  perspective,"  she  said. 

Father  Robert  Benko,  Pastor  of  Blessed  Sacrament 
Church  in  Burlington  and  Dean  of  the  Piedmont  Deanery, 
commended  Bishop  Burbidge  for  "including  everyone  on 
the  parish  level  as  well  as  the  Diocesan  level. 

"This  plan  is  not  a  template  plan,"  Father  Benko  said.  "It  is 
meant  to  provide  focus,  but  leaves  open  the  implementation 
to  each  parish  in  the  way  they  best  see  fit  for  their  local 
needs.  This  plan  will  help  us  realize  that  we  are  part  of  a 
Catholic  Diocese  and  a  Catholic  Church  and  not  just  a  local 
parish." 

"I  was  surprised  at  the  unanimity  that  was  attained  at 
our  initial  Deanery  meeting  on  the  plan,"  said  Father  Justin 
Kerber,  Pastor  of  Saint  Peter  Church  in  Greenville  and 
Dean  of  the  Tar  River  Deanery. 

"We  are  all  so  busy  and  caught  up  with  day  to  day 
business,"  Father  Kerber  said,  "This  plan  allows  us  to  step 
back  and  make  sure  we  are  not  losing  sight  of  the  overall 
goals  of  evangelization  and  service." 

"I  said  from  the  beginning  that  I  do  not  want  a  Diocesan 
Pastoral  Plan  that  is  a  huge  volume  that  sits  on  a  shelf," 
Bishop  Burbidge  said.  "I  want  it  concise  and  something  we 
can  refer  to  often.  It  must  be  a  living  document. 
"I  wanted  a  plan  that  is  practical  and  realistic,"  the  Bishop 
said.  "I  believe  it  is.  This  will  be  a  great  help  to  the  Diocese, 
to  me  and  to  our  parishes." 

In  a  letter  to  Pastors,  Bishop  Burbidge  asked  them  to 
implement  the  use  of  the  Diocesan  Pastoral  Plan  to  form 
specific  goals  and  measurable  objectives  to  be  reviewed  on 
a  regular  basis  with  the  Parish  Council.  All  parishes  are  to 
submit  their  Pastoral  Plans  for  201 0-201  1  to  the  Chancery 
Office  no  later  than  November  19,  201 0. 


►►  The  Diocesan  Pastoral  Plan  with  specified  goals 
for  each  priority  is  available  on  the  Diocesan  Web 
site  at  www.dioceseofraleigh.org/who/diocese/ 


St.  Teresa  Benedicta  of  the  Cross,  virgin  and  martyr  Aug.  9 


Highlights  from  the  Diocesan  Plan  for  the 
Introduction,  Reception  and  Implementation 
of  the  Roman  Missal 


The  Vatican  has  given  its  recogni- 
tion or  statement  of  acceptance, 
of  the  proposed  U.S.  version  of 
the  new  English  edition  of  the 
Roman  Missal.  In  the  coming  weeks,  the 
USCCB  Committee  on  Divine  Worship  will 
offer  to  USCCB  President  Cardinal  Fran- 
cis George  its  recommendation  regarding 
the  date  of  the  implementation  of  the  new 
translation,  anticipated  for  Advent  2011. 


Between  now  and  the  date  of  implementation,  Dioceses, 
working  with  the  USCCB  Office  of  Divine  Worship,  will 
provide  formation  workshops  for  Priests,  Deacons,  Dioc- 
esan and  Parish  Leadership,  Diocesan  and  Parish  Ministries 
and  Laity. 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  has  appointed  a 
Task  Force  made  up  of  Priests,  Religious  and  Laity  to  facili- 
tate the  implementation  of  the  Revised  Roman  Missal  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The  task  force,  working  with  the  Office 
of  Worship,  will  oversee  and  assist  in  the  liturgical  formation 
and  catechesis  of  the  faithful  on  the  Missal. 

The  Diocesan  Plan  provides  for  the  formation  of  Priests, 
Deacons,  Diocesan  and  Parish  Leadership,  Catechists, 
Catholic  School  personnel,  Youth  Leaders,  Parish  Liturgical 
Ministers,  and  Parish  Music  Ministers.  Numerous  formation 
opportunities  will  be  provided  throughout  the  coming  year  as 
we  prepare  to  receive  and  implement  the  new  Roman  Mis- 
sal. A  summary  of  each  of  these  opportunities  is  as  follows: 

Priests 

An  introductory  workshop  will  be  offered  for  priests  on  the 
revised  Roman  Missal  to  provide  an  overview  of  the  Dioc- 
esan Plan  for  the  reception  and  implementation  the  Roman 
Missal,  to  introduce  the  texts  and  chants  found  in  the  revised 
Missal,  and  to  discuss  practical  strategies  and  resources  for 
implementing  the  revised  Missal  in  the  parish. 
July  15,  2010  -  Immaculate  Conception  Parish,  Wlmington 
July  28,  2010  -  St.  Raphael  Parish,  Raleigh 
August  1 1,  2010  -  St.  Peter  Parish,  Greenville 
September  1,  2010  -  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Parish, 

Newton  Grove 
The  principal  formation  workshop  on  the  revised  Missal 
will  be  offered  for  priests  on  October  4-5,  201 0  at  St.  Mi- 
chael the  Archangel  Parish,  Cary.  The  two-day  workshop  will 
be  led  by  faculty  from  The  Liturgical  Institute  of  the  Univer- 


sity of  St.  Mary  of  the  Lake  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Chicago. 
This  workshop  for  priests  will  build  on  that  provided  at  the 
introductory  workshop  described  above.  Extensive  liturgical 
formation  on  the  revised  Missal  will  be  provided,  including 
how  the  ritual  texts  may  be  prayed  by  the  celebrant  and  in- 
crease the  active  and  conscious  participation  of  all  the  faith- 
ful in  the  assembly  during  the  Sacred  Liturgy  of  the  Mass. 

Deacons 

Formation  for  the  permanent  Deacons  and  the  Deacon 
candidates  on  the  revised  Roman  Missal  will  be  offered 
on  September  11,  2010  at  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount 
Olive.  The  presentation  will  provide  an  overview  of  the  role 
of  the  Deacon,  a  look  at  the  specific  changes  for  the  Deacon 
in  the  revised  Roman  Missal,  an  introduction  to  the  revised 
texts,  and  a  discussion  on  how  the  Deacon  can  assist  in  the 
implementation  of  the  Roman  Missal. 

Diocesan  and  Parish  Leadership 

A  Study  Day  for  Diocesan  and  Parish  staff  and  leader- 
ship will  be  offered  on  October  15,  2010  at  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel,  Cary.  The  workshop  will  include  an  overview 
of  the  Mass,  a  review  of  the  revision  of  the  Roman  Missal, 
an  opportunity  to  review  the  revised  texts  both  in  written 
and  spoken  forms,  and  practical  tools  and  suggestions  for 
catechesis  of  the  faithful  on  the  revised  Roman  Missal. 

Faith  Formation  Directors,  Catechists,  Youth  Lead- 
ers, and  Parish  Liturgical  Ministers 

Workshops  for  parish  Faith  Formation  Directors,  Cat- 
echists, Youth  Leaders,  and  Parish  Liturgical  Ministers  will 
be  offered  in  the  eight  deaneries  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
A  multi-media  presentation  will  provide  an  overview  and 
the  practical  means  to  initiate  the  formation  process  for 
children,  youth  and  adults  on  the  revised  Roman  Missal. 
The  day  will  be  broken  into  four  sessions  and  will  cover 
Liturgical  Theology,  Liturgical  Spirituality,  Ritual  Prayer 
and  the  revisions  in  the  Roman  Missal.  The  dates  for  these 
workshops  are  as  follows: 
November  20,  201 0  -  Holy  Family  Parish,  Elizabeth  City 
January  8,  201 1  -  St.  Mark  Parish,  Wilmington 
January  22,  201 1  -  St.  Patrick  Parish,  Fayetteville 
January  29,  201 1  -  St.  Paul  Parish,  New  Bern 
February  3,  201 1  -  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Parish, 

Newton  Grove 
February  1 2,  201 1  -  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Parish, 

Newton  Grove 
February  19,  201 1  -  Holy  Cross  Parish,  Durham 
February  26,  201 1  -  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  Raleigh 
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March  3,  201 1  -  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish,  Raleigh 
March  5,  201 1  -  St.  Peter  Parish,  Greenville 

Parish  Music  Ministers  and  Musicians 

A  workshop  for  Directors  of  Music,  parish  Musicians, 
Cantors,  Psalmists  and  parish  choir  members  will  be  offered 
on  May  7,  201 1  at  St.  Thomas  More  Parish  in  Chapel  Hill. 
Using  the  document  Sing  to  the  Lord  as  its  foundation,  the 
presentation  will  touch  on  the  Church's  rich  musical  tradition 
and  provide  basic  guidelines  for  understanding  the  role  and 
ministry  of  music  in  the  Sacred  Liturgy,  especially  in  light  of 
the  revised  chants  of  the  Roman  Missal. 

Catholic  School  Principals,  Teachers  and  Staff 

An  in-service  on  the  revised  Roman  Missal  has  been  de- 
veloped to  provide  formation  to  children  and  youth  in  Catho- 
lic schools  on  the  Sacred  Liturgy.  The  process  of  formation 
will  be  introduced  to  administrators  at  the  Catholic  School 
Principals  meeting  on  October  22,  2010  at  St.  Mary 
Parish,  Goldsboro.  A  detailed  in-service  for  school  leader- 
ship, including  Administrators,  Master  Catechists,  Religion 
Coordinators  and  select  teachers  will  take  place  on  March 
1 6,  201 1  at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish,  Raleigh.  Continu- 


ing formation  will  be  made  available  to  Catholic  Schools  in 
the  Fall  201 1  and  as  part  of  the  in-service  day  on  October 
14,  201 1  at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish,  Raleigh. 

All  the  Faithful 

The  201 0  Diocesan  Convocation  entitled,  "The  Sacred 
Liturgy:  Proclaiming,  Celebrating  and  Witnessing  to  the  Mys- 
tery of  Christ"  will  be  held  on  October  1 6,  201 0  at  Cardinal 
Gibbons  High  School,  Raleigh.  Open  to  all  parishioners  of 
the  Diocese,  the  Most  Reverend  Wilton  Gregory,  Archbishop 
of  Atlanta,  will  give  the  keynote  address  on  the  revision  of  the 
Roman  Missal,  providing  insights  into  the  process  of  the  revi- 
sion and  how  this  revision  will  now  shape  the  liturgical  prayer 
of  the  Mass.  In  addition,  the  Convocation  will  offer  a  variety  of 
workshops  to  participants  that  will  highlight,  review  and  study 
various  aspects  of  the  celebration  of  the  Sacred  Liturgy. 

Registration  and  Information 

Registration  materials  will  be  made  available  on  our 
Diocesan  website  at  www.dioceseofraleigh.org  prior  to  each 
formation  opportunity.  For  further  information,  please  con- 
tact the  Office  of  Worship  at  9 1 9-832-628 1  or  via  email  at 
gerard.hall@raldioc.org. 


"The  oeautwtf  the  garden 
draws  me  every  day." 

—  Joan  Showfety,  Pcnnybyrn  resident  since  2008.  ~ 


Gardens  were  a  real  source  of  inspiration 
for  Pennybyrn  resident  Joan  Showfety's  late 
husband  William.  And  it's  still  true  for  Joan, 
especially  now  that  her  husband's  benches 
reside  at  Pennybyrn  retirement  community. 
"Here,  I  find  solace  and  peace.  And  that  same 
contentment  is  what  1  find  at  Pennybyrn." 
For  Joan,  the  retreat-like  setting  is  perfect 
for  moments  of  reflection.  "Pennybyrn  offers 
many  ways  to  stay  strong  and  get  inspired." 

You  too  can  find  contentment.  Call  (336)  821- 
4050  or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 
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atMARYFIELD 

Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com  fsf 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260    ~  ~ 


EQUAL  HOUSING 


In  Exile 


On  Being  One  with  the  Saints 
in  Praising  God 


Father  Ronald  Rolhciser.  O.M.I. 


e  are  all  familiar  with  a  refrain  that  echoes  through 
many  of  our  Christian  prayers  and  songs,  an  anti- 
phon  of  hope  addressed  to  God:  Grant  that  we  may 
be  one  with  all  the  saints  in  singing  your  praises! 


But  we  have  an  over-pious  notion  of  what  that  would  look 
like.  We  picture  ourselves,  one  day,  in  heaven,  in  a  choir  with 
Mary,  Jesus'  mother,  with  the  great  biblical  figures  of  old, 
with  the  apostles  and  all  the  saints,  singing  praises  to  God, 
all  the  while  feeling  lucky  to  be  there,  given  our  moral  and 
spiritual  inferiority  to  these  great  spiritual  figures.  We  picture 
ourselves  spending  eternity  feeling  grateful  for  having  made  a 
team  whose  talent  level  should  have  excluded  us. 

But  that  is  a  fantasy,  pure  and  simple,  mostly  simple.  What 
would  it  mean  to  be  among  the  saints  singing  Gods  praises? 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing  Gods  praises  when 
we  are  one  with  them  in  the  way  we  live  our  lives;  when,  like 
them,  our  lives  are  transparent,  honest,  grounded  in  personal 
integrity  with  no  skeletons  in  our  closet.  Being  one  with  the 
saints  in  singing  Gods  praises  is  less  about  singing  songs  in  our 
churches  than  it  is  about  living  honest  lives  outside  of  them. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing 
God's  praises  when  we  radiate  God's  wide 
compassion;  when  we,  like  God,  let  our  love 
embrace  beyond  race,  creed,  gender,  religion 
ideology,  and  differences  of  every  kind.  We 
are  one  with  the  saints  in  praising  God  when 
our  heart,  like  God's  heart,  is  a  house  with 
many  rooms.  Being  one  with  the  saints  in 
singing  God's  praises  means  being  compas- 
sionate as  God  is  compassionate,  it  means 
letting  our  sun  shine  on  the  bad  as  well  as 
the  good  and  letting  our  empathy  embrace 
too  those  whose  ideas  oppose  us. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing 
God's  praises  when  we  tend  to  'widows, 
orphans,  and  strangers',  when  we  reach  out 
to  those  most  vulnerable,  when  we  feed  the  hungry,  give 
drink  to  the  thirsty,  visit  the  sick  and  imprisoned,  when  we 
work  for  justice.  Being  one  with  the  saints  in  singing  God's 
praises  means  reversing  nature's  proclivity  for  the  survival  of 
the  fittest  and  working  instead  to  enable  the  opposite,  the 
survival  of  the  weakest. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing  God's  praises  when 
we  work  for  peace,  when  in  both  our  personal  lives  and 
our  politics  we  strive  to  radiate  God's  non-violence,  when 
we  refuse  the  temptation  to  try  to  end  a  cruel  violence  by  a 
morally  superior  one. 


Being  one  with  the 
saints  in  singing 
God's  praises  is 
less  about  singing 
songs  in  our 
churches  than  it 
is  about  living 
honest  lives 
outside  of  them. 


We  are  one  with  the  saints 
in  singing  God's  praises 
whenever  we  forgive  each 
other,  particularly  when  that 
forgiveness  meets  a  bitter- 
ness that  does  not  seem 
worthy  of  the  gift.  We  are 
one  with  the  saints  in  singing  God's  praises  when  we  absorb 
hatred,  anger,  violence,  and  murder  itself  and,  like  Jesus,  not 
give  back  in  kind,  when  we  forgive  our  enemies. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing  God's  praises  when, 
like  them,  we  give  away  our  time,  talents,  and  our  very  lives 
in  self-sacrifice  without  counting  the  cost,  when  we  live 
altruistically,  accepting  that  our  own  personal  fulfillment  is 
not  the  first  aim  of  our  lives. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing  God's  praises  when 
we  live  in  a  healthy  self-effacement,  when  we  dethrone  our- 
selves as  the  center  of  the  universe,  when  we  take  the  lower 
place  without  resentment,  when  the  conversation  need  no 
longer  be  about  us. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing  God's  praises  when 
we  are  one  with  them  in  prayer,  when,  like  them,  we  regu- 
larly lift  our  eyes  upward  beyond  the  horizon  of  the  present 
world  to  ground  ourselves  in  a  reality 
beyond  this  world. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing 
God's  praises  when  we  live  in  patience 
and  endurance,  when  we  accept  without 
bitterness  that  all  symphonies  must  re- 
main unfinished  and  that  we  must  live  in 
inconsummation,  when  we  live  among  the 
frustrations  of  this  life  without  murmuring 
so  that  life  can  unfold  in  God's  good  time. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing 
God's  praises  when  we  live  in  hope,  when 
we  ground  our  vision  and  our  energies  in  the 
promise  of  God  and  in  the  power  that  God 

 1     revealed  in  the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  We  are 

one  with  the  saints  in  singing  God's  praises 
when,  like  Julian  of  Norwich,  we  live  in  the  belief  that,  ir- 
respective of  any  present  darkness,  the  ending  of  our  story 
is  already  written,  that  in  the  end  all  will  be  well  and  every 
manner  of  being  will  be  well. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing  God's  praises  when, 
rather  than  living  inside  of  envy,  resentment,  bitterness,  ven- 
geance, impatience,  anger,  factionalism,  idolatry,  and  sexual 
impatience,  we  live  instead  inside  charity,  joy,  peace,  patience, 
goodness,  long-suffering,  fidelity,  mildness,  and  chastity. 

We  are  one  with  the  saints  in  singing  God's  praises  only 
when  we  live  our  lives  as  they  lived  theirs. 
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from    the  editor 


Thank  You, 
Father  Torres 


Hispanic  Youth  and  Young  Adults 
Begin  Work  on  Diocesan  Pastoral  Plan 

Approximately  400  Hispanic  teenagers  and 
young  adults  gathered  Saturday,  June  1  2,  to 
work  on  a  Diocesan  pastoral  plan  for  Hispanic 
young  people.  The  document  will  be  based  upon 
the  2006  National  Encuentro  that  developed  the 
United  States  Hispanic  Pastoral  for  Young  Adults. 
Last  year,  the  national  document  was  reviewed  at 
a  regional  level  and  is  now  at  the  Diocesan  level; 
once  it  is  finalized  it  will  serve  as  a  guideline  for 
the  Diocese  and  parishes. 
Representatives  from  twenty-seven  parishes  took 
part  in  the  day-long  event  held  at  Cardinal  Gib- 
bons High  School  in  Raleigh.  The  session  began 
with  an  explanation  of  the  purpose  of  the  National 
Pastoral  and  its  importance  to  the  Hispanic  com- 
munity and  the  Church.  Mr.  Ricardo  Veloz,  Dioc- 
esan Coordinator  of  Hispanic  Youth  and  Young 
Adult  Ministry,  provided  the  goals  and  objectives 
of  the  national  document,  noting  that  the  day's 
challenge  would  be  to  review  them  and  then  to 
create  an  initial  document  of  what  the  needs,  aspi- 
rations and  commitments  should  be  in  a  Diocesan 
pastoral  plan  for  youth  and  young  adults. 
Small  groups  were  formed  to  discuss  the  three 
areas.  At  the  end  of  the  day,  working  documents 
representing  the  needs,  aspirations  and  commit- 
ments were  developed  by  both  the  young  people 
and  the  young  adults.  They  were  presented  to  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  at  the  end  of 
Mass,  which  brought  the  day's  events  to  a  close. 
In  accepting  the  two  documents,  Bishop  Burbidge 
said,  "I  come  here  today  to  hear  and  to  listen  to 
how  we  as  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  we  as  the 
Church  and  I  as  your  Bishop  can  help  you.  It's 
important  for  me  to  hear  what  your  concerns  are, 
what  your  hopes  and  aspirations  are.  I  will  take 
these  back  with  me.  I  will  pray  over  this  and  I  will 
work  with  others  to  do  my  very  best  to  respond 
and  to  help." 


This  month  we  have  a  new  columnist  in  Spanish:  Father  Car- 
los Arce,  Diocesan  Vicar  for  Hispanics.  He  succeeds  Father 
Fernando  Torres,  who  began  the  column  in  the  first  issue  of 
NC  Catholics  during  his  own  term  as  Vicar.  For  more  than 
five  years,  Father  Torres  has  been  a  joy  to  work  with.  I  have 
heard  his  writing  described  as  "poetry."  And  FAITH  Catholic,  our  publish- 
ing partner,  has  used  Fr.  Torres'  column  in  their  national  edition.  I'm  deeply 
grateful  to  Father  Torres  for  all  his  work,  and  for  the  blessing  he  has  been  to 
our  Spanish-speaking  readers. 


Much  is  made  of  the  influx  over  the  last 
20  years  of  Hispanic  immigrants  into  our 
Diocese.  One  hundred  years  ago,  howev- 
er, another  wave  of  Catholic  immigrants 
came  to  North  Carolina  and,  like  the 
Latinos,  had  an  important  and  beneficial 
impact  on  our  Church.  I'm  speaking  of 
the  Lebanese,  who  fled  religious  persecu- 
tion in  their  own  country  and  settled  in 
our  state,  particularly  "down  East,"  in 
towns  like  Rocky  Mount  and  Farmville 
and  New  Bern. 

Diocesan  historian  William  Powell 
makes  a  statement  that  might  apply  to 
our  immigrants  of  the  present  day.  "In  the  early  1900's,"  he  writes  in  Tar 
Heel  Catholics,  "Lebanese  immigrants  were  the  only  group  of  foreigners  to 
settle  in  North  Carolina  in  numbers  so  substantial  that  for  a  time  they  com- 
prised nearly  a  majority  of  the  Catholic  population  of  the  state." 

The  Lebanese  were  historically  members  of  the  Maronite  Rite  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  but  they  adopted  the  Latin  Rite  in  North  Carolina,  and 
became  strong  supporters  and  builders  of  churches  in  our  Diocese. 

On  July  24th,  the  Church  celebrates  the  Feast  of  St.  Sharbel  Makhluf 
(1828-98),  a  priest  born  in  Lebanon.  Saint  Sharbel  lived  as  a  hermit  from 
1875  until  his  death.  His  reputation  for  holiness  prompted  people  to  seek 
out  his  blessing  and  prayers,  and  his  tomb  became  a  place  of  pilgrimage 
and  cures.  Pope  Paul  VI  canonized  him  in  1977. 

In  May  I  met  Marianne  Smith,  whose  account  of  growing  up  Catholic  in  Nazi 
Germany  is  the  subject  of  this  month's  cover  story.  She  shared  some  wonderful, 
joyous  moments  in  her  life.  At  the  same  time,  she  faced  dangers  and  sorrows  as 
a  child,  and  heartbreaks  as  an  adult,  that  many  of  us  manage  to  escape. 

I  recorded  our  conversations,  and  the  thing  that  struck  me  on  listening 
later  was  Marianne's  frequent  and  hearty  laughter.  There  is  a  piece  of  popu- 
lar advice  one  hears  these  days:  "Live  well,  laugh  often,  love  much."  It  was 
clear  that  despite  extraordinary,  even  desperate  circumstances,  Marianne 
had  always  managed  to  follow  this  prescription. 


Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind  suggestions.  You 

can  reach  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27606  or  reece@ 
raldioc.org. 


i  |  St  Jane  Frances  de  Chantal,  religious  |  St  Pontian,  pope  and  martyr  and  St  Hippolytus,  priest  and  martyr  Aug.  1 3  |  St  Maximillian  Mary  Kolbe,  priest  and  martyr  Aug.  1 4 


CATHOLIC 

IN  NAZI 

GERMANY 

Marianne  Smith  shares  a  story 
of  steadfast  belief  and  courage 

in  a  dark  time 


By  Rich  Reece  I  Pictures  by  EW  Photography 


"Through  everything  that  hap- 
pened to  us,  my  mother  stayed 
close  to  God.  When  it  rained, 
she'd  say,  'Thank  You  for  helping 
the  flowers  grow.'  When  it  thun- 
dered, she'd  tell  us  children,  'He's 
warning  us.'" 

The  speaker  is  Marianne  Smith, 
a  retiree  and  active  parishioner  at 
Sacred  Heart  Church  in  Southport, 
N.C.  And  "everything  that  hap- 
pened to  us"  refers  to  her  child- 
hood in  Germany  during  the  years 
of  Hitler's  rise  and  fall.  For  years 
friends  asked  her  to  write  a  book 
about  that  time  in  her  life. 


"I  always  said,  'Perhaps  I  will' 
But  when  my  grandson  Matthew 
showed  such  an  interest,  I  knew  I 
had  to  do  it." 

It  took  Marianne  seven  years, 
but  now  her  memoir,  written  in 
the  third  person  and  titled  On  the 
Other  Side,  is  providing  more  and 
more  readers  a  glimpse  of  what  it 
was  like  to  grow  up  Catholic  in 
Nazi  Germany.  In  the  mid  1930s, 
Mariannne  Bechtold  was  living 
with  her  brother,  her  mother  and 
her  grandmother  in  a  small  apart- 
ment in  the  beautiful  resort  town 
of  Wiesbaden.  Anna,  as  her  fam- 


ily called  her,  was  a  happy  active 
child,  but  she  sensed  in  her  family 
the  conflict  that  would  divide  her 
country  Her  father  was  absent.  No 
one  knew  where  he  was,  but  Anna 
would  come  to  understand  that  he 
opposed  the  Nazis,  and  had  gone 
into  hiding  to  protect  his  family. 

Anna's  mother  saw  clearly  that 
the  government  was  against  all  that 
her  Catholic  faith  stood  for.  Yet  her 
grandmother  cheered  on  the  Nazis 
and'  attended  their  rallies,  believ- 
ing that  the  Fiihrer  would  restore 
Germany  to  its  rightful  place  in  the 
world. 


ephen  of  Hungary, 


|  St  John  Eudes,  priest  Aug.  1 9  |  St.  Bernard,  abbot  and  doctor  of  the  church  Aug.  20 1  St  Pius  X,  pope  Aug.  21  |  St  Rose  of  Lima,  virgin  Aug.  23 


cover  story 


Several  themes  recur  in  Mariannes  story  of  "Annas"  youth: 
Her  mothers  faith  and  determination  to  do  right;  the 
government's  gradual  campaign  to  eliminate  all  religion; 
the  growing  dangers  for  anyone  who  did  not  appear  to 
support  Hitler  with  enough  enthusiasm;  the  coming  of  war  with  all 
its  hardships;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  efforts  of  a  loving,  talented 
young  girl  to  taste  some  of  the  joys  of  a  normal  childhood. 


With  Guenter,  age  20,  after  his  return  from  the  Siberian  labor  camp. 


With  the  encouragement  of 
Sister  Renate,  one  of  the  nuns 
who  staffed  the  orphanage 
near  her  church,  eight-year- 
old  Anna  auditioned  for  a 
scholarship  in  singing,  acting 
and  dance  through  the  gov- 
ernments "Growing  German 
Youth"  program.  As  a  result 
she  won  a  spot  in  the  troupe 
of  the  local  opera  house. 
Her  success  there  led  to  recognition  by  some  of  the  affluent 
patrons,  who  supported  her  entry  into  an  elite  riding  academy. 
Riding  and  caring  for  the  horses  became  one  of  the  happiest 
parts  of  the  young  girls  life. 

But  darkness  was  all  around.  In  her  book,  Marianne  recalls 
the  spring  Sunday  in  1941  when,  as  usual,  she  and  her  mother 
walked  to  church.  By  this  time  her  brother,  Guenter,  had  been 
recruited  by  the  army  and  was  rumored  to  be  somewhere  on  the 
Eastern  front.  The  family  didn't  know  if  he  was  alive  or  dead. 

As  they  approached  the  church,  soldiers  on  motorcycles  roared 
by.  The  usual  groups  of  people  walking  to  Mass  were  absent. 
When  they  got  to  the  door,  they  saw  that  it  had  been  locked  with 
a  huge  chain  and  padlock. 

Her  mother  pointed  to  a  bright 
yellow  warning  sign  nailed 
across  the  huge  wooden  door. . . 
"Eintritt  verboten!"  (Entry 
Forbidden!)  read  the  warning  in 
black  letters. 

The  pair  hurried  across  town 
to  the  Cathedral,  only  to  find 
that  it  too  had  been  closed. 

Did  the  German  people  not 
understand  what  was  going 
on?  Were  they  in  denial? 
Today,  Marianne  says  that 
was  not  the  case.  "At  first," 
she  says,  "people  were  just 
ignorant.  When  people  disap- 
peared, we  were  told  they  were 
going  away  for  a  brief  time 
to  a  lovely  camp  and  would 
be  back  in  a  few  weeks." 
Later,  she  says,  as  Hiders  plan 
became  more  apparent,  igno- 
rance was  replaced  by  fear.  "If 
you  were  seen  as  opposing  the 
Nazis,"  Marianne  says,  "every- 
one knew  that  they  would  not 
hesitate  to  arrest  you  and  your 
family,  or  even  kill  you." 

The  campaign  against  the 
Catholic  Church  had  begun 
years  before  that  day  the  - 
church  was  closed.  Anna  was 


Anna's  older  brother  Guenter 
at  his  Confirmation. 
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particularly  close  to  Sister  Renate.  One 
day  she  went  to  see  the  nun  and  instead 
saw  trucks  carting  off  the  beds  from  the 
orphanage.  The  orphans  and  the  Sisters 
were  gone.  She  was  told  by  an  impatient 
young  man  with  a  swastika  arm  band  to 
go  home,  that  they  had  been  "moved  to 
another  location,  in  the  Black  Forest,  I 
believe." 

"We  would  play  on  the  orphanage 
playground  a  lot,"  Marianne  recalls.  "And 
the  rectory  was  right  there,  so  we  could 
run  and  talk  to  the  priests  whenever  we 
wanted.  But  suddenly  they  were  invisible. 
Believe  me,  the  priests  who  would  not 
support  the  Nazis  had  a  very  hard  time." 

Even  with  the  churches  closed,  Annas 
mother  was  determined  to  keep  the  faith. 

Locking  the  doors  to  God's  house  brought 
out  an  anger  Anna  had  not  seen  in  her 
mother.  "They  cannot  stop  us  from  praying," 
Anna's  mother  contended.  She  swiftly  draped 
their  dining-room  cupboard  with  a  delicate 
linen  runner.  "Our  statue  of  the  Blessed 
Mother  and  three  white  candles  will  serve  as 
our  temporary  altar,"  she  announced.  Anna 
knew  that  her  mother  acted  on  her  words  as 
she  knelt  daily  in  front  of  their  new  altar,  and 
each  Sunday  morning  she  lit  three  candles. 

On  Sundays  mother  and  daughter 
would  also  take  walks  through  the  nearby 
meadows.  "They  cannot  refuse  worship- 
ping out  in  Gods  nature,"  her  mother 
said.  "The  trees  are  budding,  the  birds 
are  singing!  Don't  you  see?  This  is  Gods 
greeting  card!  We  do  not  need  to  look  far 
to  see  his  signs." 

As  the  German  dominance  in  the  war 
began  to  erode,  the  city  experienced  black- 
outs and  frequent  bombings  from  Allied  forces.  In  the  winter, 
Annas  mother  and  grandmother  would  take  a  cart  to  the  forest  to 
gather  firewood. 

The  end  of  the  war  brought  incredible  destruction  to  Germany, 
but  a  sense  of  liberation  to  Anna  and  her  mother.  Sister  Renate 
had  survived,  Anna  discovered,  although  her  time  in  a  concentra- 
tion camp  had  left  the  nun  very  ill.  And  one  night  in  1946  at  2 
a.m.,  Guenter  knocked  on  the  door  of  the  family  apartment.  He 
had  been  captured  by  Russians  and  spent  much  of  the  war  in  a 
Siberian  labor  camp.  He  returned  suffering  what  today  would  be 
labeled  post-traumatic  stress  syndrome.  In  the  ensuing  weeks,  his 
family  lovingly  nursed  him  back  to  health. 

Anna  never  learned  the  identity  or  whereabouts  of  her  father. 
Her  mother  passed  away  in  1986,  her  brother  in  1993. 

One  might  think  that  growing  up  in  wartime  Germany  would 
qualify  as  the  most  difficult  time  of  Mariannes  life.  It  wasn't. 


IANNE  Sm 


How  to 
Get  the  Book 

►►  On  the  Other  Side  can  be 
ordered  through  Barnes  &  Noble  or 
Amazon.com.  Prices  vary  slightly,  but 
are  approximately  $28.49  for  hard- 
cover and  $1 7.99  for  paperback. 
Prices  do  not  include  shipping  &  han- 
dling. The  book  is  also  available  from 
the  publisher  at  www.authorhouse. 
com  or  1 .800.839.8640  x  5282. 

The  author  has  also  sold  the  books 
and  donated  the  proceeds  during 
talks  and  book  signings  at  fundrais- 
ing  events  such  as  Brunswick  Senior 
Center  and  Sacred  Heart  Catholic 
Church  in  Southport  for  $30  HC 
and  $29  PB. 


Today  Marianne  calls  the  breakup  of  a 
17-year  marriage  to  "the  love  of  my  life" 
as  a  time  "I  really  didn't  know  if  1  would 
survive." 

By  then  she  had  been  living  in  the  U.S. 
for  decades,  and  had  been  a  successful 
realtor  in  Atlanta  and  Raleigh.  She  was  a 
member  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Par- 
ish in  Gary 

"I  asked  Fr.  Charlie  Mulholland  what 
I  should  do,  and  he  said,  'Find  someone 
who  is  worse  off  than  you.'  I  told  him,  'I 
don't  know  if  there  is  anyone  worse  off  - 
that's  how  low  I  was  -  but  I  started  helping 
out  at  the  parish  kitchen  on  Bingo  nights." 

It  was  at  this  point  in  her  life,  though, 
that  Marianne  experienced  what  she  calls 
today  "a  kind  of  miracle."  She  discovered 
the  Bible. 

She  joined  a  Bible  Study  Fellowhip 
(BSF)  group  in  Cary  BSF  is  an  interna- 
tional, interdenominational  program  for 
lay  people  devoted  to  structured  Bible 
study.  In  a  cycle  of  seven  years  of  weekly 
meetings,  the  group  covers  the  entire 
Bible.  Marianne  took  the  course  twice, 
going  every  Monday  night  for  fourteen 
years.  The  effect  of  Scripture  on  her  life 
was  dramatic. 

"My  mother's  faith  was  such  a  blessing," 
she  says.  "Growing  up,  I  knew  about 
God.  But  after  reading  the  Bible  I  felt  I 
knew  God." 

Marianne  went  on  to  share  her  knowl- 
edge by  teaching  Bible  studies  at  St. 
Michael  and  later,  when  she  retired  to 
Oak  Island,  at  Sacred  Heart  in  Southport. 
Today  she  serves  as  a  Eucharistic  Minister 
and  a  Lector  at  Sacred  Heart,  and  is  active 
in  the  parish  Meals  on  Wheels  program. 

And,  as  she  writes  of  Anna,  "her  passion  to  study  the  Bible,  her 
love  and  hunger  to  know  the  Person  her  mother  referred  to  so 
reverendy  as  'Herr Jesus,'  continue  to  increase." 


Joseph  Calasanz,  priest 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh,  with  recipients  of  the 
Bishop  Burbidge  Award,  given  to  the  top 
10  percent  of  the  graduating  class. 
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GIBBONS 
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Christian  Michael  Adams 
Nathaniel  Joseph  Adams 
Cameron  Alexander  Agraz 
Eric  Daniel  Albright 
Jaclyn  Rose  Amanna 
Avery  Layne  Ayres 
Leonard  Rawls  Bailey 
Margaret  Elizabeth  Baker 
Michael  James  Baker 
Katie  Elizabeth  Baric 
Jessica  Joy  Barringer 
Derek  John  Bartushak 
Christopher  Brian  Bass 
Emily  Patricia  Bass 
Benjamin  Robert  Becherer 
Jennifer  Nicole  Beichner 
Matthew  Kyle  Bennett 
Michael  James  Bennett 
Timothy  Scott  Benson 
David  Frederick  Bertram 
Jonathan  Hans  Bezold 
Matthew  James  Bialkowski 
Kevin  Paul  Biegert 
Kyle  Bryan  Billow 
Angela  Mary  Blum 
Alexandra  Leigh  Bodemann 
Lindsay  Rose  Boland 


Mary  Alexandra  Bouchon 
Thomas  Michael  Boyce 
Peter  Gregory  Brannon 
Alexander  Francis  Brawn 
William  Jordon  Bremen 
Vivek  Nathaniel  Britto 
Alexander  Williams  James 
Brown 

Patrick  Anthony  Brown 
Sarah  Jennings  Bucher 
Wynne  Burroughs  Buckner 
Ryan  Campion  Bur  deft 
Matthew  Christopher  Burke 
Shannon  Jean  Burke 
Benjamin  Michael  Burnette 
Thomas  Andrew  Burnette 
Charlton  Spotswood  Burns 
Douglas  Bralley  Burton 
Amy  Christine  Callanan 
Maria  Tei  Cannon 
Lome  Michael  Celentano 
Lauren  Nicole  Cerretti 
Lindsey  Alexandra  Chehreh 
Megan  Ann  Corkell 
Christian  John  Croney 
Joseph  Ryan  Czejkowski 
Davis  John  Dandurand 


Thank You 

To  parishes  with  graduates  in 
The  Class  of  2010 

Immaculate  Conception  8 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  22 

Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  7 

St.  Andrew  the  Apostle  22 

St.  Ann  Smithfield  3 

St.  Bernadette  7 

St.  Catherine  of  Siena  3 

St.  Francis  of  Assisi  55 

St.  Joseph  1 

St.  Luke  the  Evangelist  6 

St.  Mary  Magdalene  19 

St.  Mary, 

Mother  of  the  Church  3 

St.  Michael  the  Archangel  ■■44 
St.  Raphael  the  Archangel-  -  20 
St.  Thomas  More  9 


Patrick  Arthur  Darrow 
Christopher  David  Davis 
Robert  Anthony  Davis 
Brett  James  Deacy 
Hannah  Kathryn  DelaCourt 
Rebecca  Anne  DeLaRosa 
Christopher  Kozimieras  Deluca 
Robert  Charles  DiDomenico  III 
Maria  Catherine  Dieter 
David  Vincent  Di  Filippo 
Amanda  Margaret  Dixon 
Christopher  Michael  Dodson 
Timothy  Charles  Donaldson 
Christina  Dorismond 
Charles  Patrick  Dougherty 
Julia  Jean  Drabick 
Matthew  Riley  Drake 
Sara  Ann  Ducatte 
Marc  Andre  Duchaine 
Taylor  Leigh  Duignan 
Lukos  David  Dumberger 
Lucas  John  Edmond 
Samuel  Jessup  Erdman 
Saxon  Elizabeth  Erdman 
Nicole  Elaine  Esplin 
Victoria  Helen  Esposito 
Corry  James  Ethridge 
Sara  Elizabeth  Ezami 
Michelle  Christine  Fodool 
Camden  Paul  Feldman 
Mitchell  Tyson  Feldman 
Abigail  Isabel  Ferla 
Patrick  Timothy  Fischer 
Emily  Kate  Foley 
Mark  William  Forbes 
Katherine  Elizabeth  Franks 
Sara  Elizabeth  Freeman 
Megan  Elizabeth  French 
Shelby  Nicole  Gabello 
Melissa  Nicole  Galush 
Friedrich  Matthew  Gartner 
Christopher  Joseph  Gouderte 
Melanie  Marie  Gerodts 
Erika  Christine  Gianni 
Christopher  Marcus  Gibson 
Catherine  Gomes 
Alexander  Philip  Gorge 
Thomas  Alexander  Graham 
Jessica  Louise  Grazen 
Giuliana  Green 
Kathryn  Case  Greer 
Megan  Guido 

Alyssa  Katherine  Gutierrez 
Audrey  Rebecca  Hagopian 


Emily  Taylor  Harm 
Eric  Steven  Hamilton 
Adam  Vincent  Hampton 
Austin  Emerson  Hardy 
Daniel  Francis  Hart 
Kyle  McLane  Haskin 
Rebecca  Caroline  Helm 
Jacob  Francis  Herrel 
Christopher  Anthony  Heston 
Austin  James  Hinton 
Chelsea  Alexandria  Hinton 
Rachel  Anne  Horgan 
Ryan  Edward  Hornung 
Christopher  Brian  House 
Alexandra  Williamson  Hubbell 
Amelia  Kathleen  Huff 
Caroline  Claire  Hurley 
Oliver  Allen  I senrich 
Katherine  Diane  Jackson 
Andrew  James  Jordan 
Kenley Joel  Joseph 
Kaitlyn  Alexis  Kelly 
Andrew  Scott  Kennedy 
Liliana  Rose  Kennedy-Paesler 
Matthew  Everett  Kent 
Patrick  Lee  Kiernan 
Megan  Marie  Knuth 
Kyle  Richard  Kosciuszko 
Damien  Conleith  Krai 
John  Isaac  Kunkel 
Dennis  Joseph  LaBonte 
Megan  Elizabeth  Lavelle 
Emily  Condace  Law 
Amy  Alexandra  Lazo 
Logan  Alexander  Leitch 
Marc  Thomas  Lenzo 
Matthew  Rudolph  Lewin 
Claudia  Margarita  Lima 
Brendan  Joseph  Lindgren 
James  Zachary  Long 
Anna  Renee  Lonker 
Ian  Gregory  Luther 
Michael  James  Lutz 
Sarah  Kathleen  Lyles 
Richard  Shriver  Macsherry 
Carolyn  Rachelle  Mader 
Sean  James  Magee 
Chris  Gory  Maher 
Mary  Catherine  Maher 
Mary  Casey  Mahoney 
Danielle  Loretta  Major 
Natalie  Elizabeth  Malouf 
Samantha  Josephine  Marchetta 
Kayla  Alexandra  Martin 


Zuriel  Martinez 
Caroline  Joanne  Mathews 
Kelly  Marie  Maw 
Shannon  Lea  McDermott 
Dara  Kathleen  McEvoy 
Kelly  Anne  McGoldrick 
Joseph  Patrick  McNealy 
Stephanie  Marie  Miles 
Alexandra  Samantha  Miller 
Tara  Elizabeth  Morgan 
Krista  Anne  Morris 
Mariah  Pauline  Mottola 
Adam  Lucas  Mueller 
Clancy  William  Mullan 
Geoffrey  Ian  Mullin 
Kathryn  Mullins 
Alberto  JuanMunoz 
Kaitlin  Elizabeth  Murphy 
Madison  Teresa  Murphy 
Kristen  Anne  Murray 
Michael  Matthew  Nalesnik 
Joseph  Bryant  Natale 
Garrett  Keyes  N ell i 
Zachary  Mitchell  Newell 
Elizabeth  Ann  Niemchak 
Catherine  Fitzgerald  Noga 
Jason  Philip  Norman 
Adam  Christopher  Norris 
Timothy  Flynn  Norris 
Michelle  Kathleen  Olechovsky 
Matthew  Lawrence  Owen 
Joseph  Hubert  Panzl 
Alexander  Adam  Papp 


— 


Charles  Anthony  Parsons 
Gillian  Marie  Perry 
Grace  Elizabeth  Peter 
Danielle  Marie  Petilli 
Javier  Ignacio  Pico 
Megan  Lauren  Pinto 
Alexandra  Rand  Place 
Jenno  Kiran  Pollock 
Michael  Joseph  Pompliano 
Matthew  Joseph  Posek 
Stefanie  Nicole  Protasowicki 
Stephen  Francis  Quindlen 
Austin  Reese 
Brynne  Peyton  Reid 
Alex  Charles  Riggs 
Alexandra  Rose  Risku 
Grace  Andrews  Robinson 
Samantha  Leigh  Roepke 
Kerri  Lee  Roess 
Logan  Harper  Roger 
Nicholas  Robin  Ruck 
Alexander  Gregory  Rust 
Gianna  Clair  Salamido 
Nate  William  Sondve 
Maria  Jose  Santoyo 
Christina  Jaye  Sartori 
Mary  Elizabeth  Savarese 
Timothy  Russell  Scardino 
Caroline  Grace  Schachte 
Ryan  Charles  Schanz 
Michael  Gregory  Scheu 
Robert  Michael  Schotzinger 
Brian  Arthur  Scope 


From  left  to  right:  Jason  Curtis,  CGHS 
Principal,  Andrew  Jordan,  Austin 
Hardy,  Bishop  Burbidge,  Thomas  Gra- 
ham, Robert  DiDomenico,  Michael 
Rogosich,  CGHS  Asst.  Principal. 
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ing  Class  of  2010 


tory  school  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

men,  of  faith,  service,  and  leadership  in  church  and  community. 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burhidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh 
John  H.  Ruocchio,  '83 
Chair  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa, 
Superintendent  of  Catholic 
Formation  &  Education 
Jason  D.  Curtis, 
Principal 
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Maxwell  Nolan  Sell  a  r  s 
Daniel  Foster  Senn 
Jennifer  Terese  Shaefer 
Andrew  Charles  Sharer 
Michael  William  Shannon 
Paul  Newton  Sheppard 
Casie  Nicole  Slaughter 
Danielle  Ann  Smith 
Colton  Massey  Smool 
Chloe  Elizabeth  Stapleton 
Eric  Allen  Steele 
Nathaniel  Thomas  Steele 
Avery  Kathleen  Striebel 
Alexander  Grant  Sullivan 
Mark  Patrick  Sullivan 
Justin  Michael  Sutton 
Michael  Thomas  Swinarski 
Eric  Stephen  Szymanski 
David  Stephen  Tarangelo 


Haley  Andrea  Tasoico 
Sarah  Michelle  Thibault 
Jacob  William  Thomas 
Arthur  Jacob  Thorne 
Kr i sty  Marie  Throndson 
Margaret  Ellen  Taebes 
Jordan  Mon  long  Tran 
Melissa  Grace  Upton 
Joseph  Dwyer  Vance 
Erik  Kristopher  Vosburgh 
Jeremy  Alexander  Wall 
Jayme  Beth  Wappel 
Trey  Richard  Williams 
Stephanie  Anne  Wise 
William  Mackenzie  Wolf 
Bethany  Rose  Wood 
Wade  Hampton  Woodworth 
Isaiah  William  Newton  Zipple 
Anthony  Dale  Zirker 

MEMBERS  OF  THE 
CLASS  OF  2010  HAVE  BEEN  ACCEPTED TOTHE  FOLLOWING 
COLLEGES  AND  UNIVERSITIES 


American  University 

Dartmouth  University 

Hofstra  University 

North  Carolina  A&T 

SUNY-  Purchase  College 

University  of  Kentucky 

Appalachian  College 

Davidson  University 

Immaculate  University 

Northeastern  University 

Susquehanna  University 

University  of  Maine 

Arcadia  University 

Delaware  College  of  Art/ 

James  Madison  University 

Northwestern  University 

Syracuse  University 

University  of  Maryland 

Asbury  College 

Design 

Juniata  College 

Oglethorpe  University 

Texas  ASM  University 

University  of  Miami 

Barton  College 

Denison  University 

Kenyon  College 

Ohio  State  University 

The  Art  Institute 

University  of  Mississippi 

Baylor  University 

DeSales  University 

King's  College,  New  York 

Ohio  Wesleyan  University 

The  Citadel 

University  of  Missouri 

Belmont  Abbey  College 

Drexel  University 

Lawrence  University 

Peace  College 

Tulane  University 

University  of  Nebraska 

Belmont  University 

Duke  University 

Lenoir-Rhyne  University 

Penn  State  University 

UNC-Asheville 

University  of  Notre  Dame 

Bennington  College 

East  Carolina  University 

Limestone  College 

Point  Park  University 

UNC-Chapel  Hill 

University  of  Pennsylvania 

Bentley  University 

Eastern  Michigan  University 

Longwood  University 

Princeton  College 

UNC-Charlotte 

University  of  Pittsburgh 

Boston  College 

Eton  University 

Louisiana  State  University 

Providence  College 

UNC  Greensboro 

University  of  San  Diego 

Boston  University 

Emerson  College 

Loyola  College/Maryland 

Queens  College 

UNC-Pembroke 

University  of  South  Alabama 

Bucknell  University 

Emory  &  Henry  College 

Lynchburg  College 

Queens  University  of  Charlotte 

UNC-Wilmington 

University  of  South  Carolina 

Campbell  University 

Fairfield  University 

Manhattan  University 

Radford  University 

United  States  Air  Force  Academy 

University  of  St.  Thomas 

Campbellsville  University 

Florida  State  University 

Marquette  University 

Randolf  College 

United  States  Coast  Guard  Acad- 

University of  Tampa 

Cape  Fear  Community  College 

Fordham  University 

Marshall  University 

Randolph-Macon  College 

emy 

University  of  Tennessee 

Carnegie  Mellon  University 

Franklin  &  Marshall  College 

Mary  Baldwin  College 

Roanoke  College 

United  States  Military  Academy 

University  of  Virginia 

Castleton  State  College 

Furman  University 

Morymount  Manhattan  College 

Rocky  Mountain  College 

United  States  Naval  Academy 

Villanova  University 

Catholic  University 

Gannon  University 

Marymount  University 

Rutgers  University 

University  of  Alabama 

Virginia  Military  Academy 

Chestnut  Hill  College 

Gardner-Webb  University 

Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy 

Salem  College 

University  of  Arizona 

Virginia  Tech. 

Clemson  University 

George  Mason  University 

Meredith  College 

Santa  Clara  University 

University  of  California-Berkeley 

Wake  Forest  University 

College  of  Charleston 

George  Washington  University 

Methodist  College 

Savannoh  School  of  Art  &  Design 

University  of  Central  Florida 

Wake  Tech. 

College  of  William  &  Mary 

Georgetown  University 

Methodist  University 

Skidmore  College 

University  of  Colorado 

Washington  &  Jefferson  College 

College  of  Wooster 

Georgia  Tech 

Michigan  State  University 

St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  College 

University  of  Dallas 

Washington  University 

Colorado  School  of  Mines 

Gettysburge  College 

Missouri  State  University 

St.  John's  College,  Maryland 

University  of  Delaware 

Washington  University/St.  Louis 

Colorado  State  University 

Guilford  College 

Montreat  College 

St.  Joseph's  University 

University  of  Denver 

Wesleyan  University 

Columbia  College  of  Chicago 

Hampden-Sydney  College 

Mt.  Holyoke  College 

St.  Michael's  College 

University  of  Florida 

Western  Caroline  University 

Columbia  University 

Hampton  University 

NC  Wesleyan  College 

St.  Olaf  College 

University  of  Florida 

Widener  University 

Corcoran  College  of  Art/Design 

Hargrove  Military  Academy 

Nebraska  Wesleyan 

SUNY -Albany 

University  of  Georgia 

Wingate  University 

Creighton  University 

High  Point  University 

New  York  University 

SUNY-Buffolo 

University  of  Illinois 

Winston  Salem  State  University 
Xavier  University 
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Saint  Ignatius 
of  Loyola 


Feast  day:  July  31 

Patron  saint:  of  Basque  country;  Diocese  of  Bilbao,  Spain; 
Bizkaia,  Spain;  Gipuzkoa,  Spain;  Guipuscoa,  Spain;  Je- 
suit Order;  Jesuits;  military  ordinariate  of  the  Philippines; 
retreats;  Society  of  Jesus;  soldiers;  Spiritual  Exercises; 
Vizcaya,  Spain 
Canonized:  March  1 2, 1 622 
Meaning  of  name:  Ignatius  meaning  "fiery" 

Claim  to  fame:  Saint  Ignatius  of  Loyola 
was  bom  in  1491  in  Loyola,  Guipuzcoa,  Spain. 
He  was  the  last  of  1  2  children  and  born  into 
Spanish  nobility.  Saint  Ignatius  had  a  military 
education  and  became  a  solider  in  1517.  While 
serving  in  Pampeluna,  he  was  wounded  in  the 
leg  by  a  cannonball,  which  left  him  partially 
crippled  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  During  his  recov- 
ery, Saint  Ignatius  read  two  books:  The  Golden 
Legend,  a  collection  of  saint  biographies,  and 
The  Life  of  Christ  by  Ludolph  the  Carthusian. 
Because  of  his  readings,  he  took  a  vow  of  chas- 
tity and  planned  a  pilgrimage. 

From  1 522  to  1 523,  Saint  Ignatius  lived  in 
a  cave.  He  then  took  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome  and 
the  Holy  Land  where  he  focused  on  converting 
Muslims.  In  the  year  1 528,  he  began  studying 
theology  and  eventually  received  his  degree. 
Based  on  his  meditations,  prayers,  and  visions, 
Saint  Ignatius  of  Loyola  formed  the  Society  of 
Jesus,  which  is  now  commonly  known  as  the 
Jesuits.  He  died  July  31 ,  1 556  of  poor  health. 

Why  he  is  a  Saint:  Saint  Ignatius  is  commonly  known  for 
his  Spiritual  Exercises,  which  is  a  book  of  meditations  and  prayers 
that  are  to  be  carried  out  for  30  days.  He  was  a  fighter  against  the 
Protestant  Reformation  and  founder  of  the  Society  of  Jesus. 

Best  Quote:  "Teach  us  to  give  and  not  to  count  the  cost." 

How  he  died:  On  July  31,1 556,  Saint  Ignatius  of  Loyola 
died  of  a  fever  in  Rome,  Italy. 


Jesuit  Priests  Serving  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 

Reverend  R.  Bruce  Bavinger,  S.J. 
Reverend  Paul  W.  Brant,  S.J. 
Reverend  Raymond  J.  Donaldson,  S.J. 
Reverend  Robert  M.  Hussey,  S.J. 
Reverend  Michael  Proterra,  S.J. 


Dia  de  fiesta:  31  de  julio 

Santo  Patrono:  Del  pais  Vasco;  de  la  Diocesis  de  Bilbao, 
Espaha;  Vizcaya,  Espaha;  Guipuzcoa,  Espaha;  de  la 
Orden  de  los  Jesuitas;  de  Jesuitas;  del  ordinariato  militar 
de  las  Filipinas;  de  las  retiradas;  de  la  Compania  de 

Jesus;  de  soldados;  de  Ejercicios 
Espirituales;  Vizcaya,  Espaha 
Canonization:  12  de  marzo  de 
1622 

Significado  del  nombre:  Ignacio 
significa  "ardiente" 


►►  Motivo  de  su  fama:  San 

Ignacio  de  Loyola  nacio  en  1 491  en 
Loyola,  Guipuzcoa,  Espana,  fue  el 
ultimo  de  1  2  hijos  y  nacio  dentro  de 
la  nobleza  espanola.  San  Ignacio  tuvo 
una  education  militar  y  se  convirtio 
en  soldado  en  1517.  Mientras  servia 
en  Pamplona,  fue  herido  en  la  pierna 
por  una  bala  de  canon  que  le  dejo 
parcialmente  minusvalido  por  el 
resto  de  su  vida.  Durante  el  tiempo 
de  convalecencia,  San  Ignacio  lee 
dos  libros:  La  Leyenda  Dorada,  una 
coleccion  de  biografias  de  santos, 
y  La  Vida  de  Cristo,  por  Ludolfo  el 
Cartujo.  Debido  a  estas  lecturas, 
hace  votos  de  castidad  y  planea  una 
peregrinacion. 

De  1  522  a  1 523,  San  Ignacio 
vivio  en  una  cueva;  despues  realizo 
una  peregrinacion  a  Roma  y  la  Tlerra  Santa,  donde  se  enfoco 
en  convertir  a  musulmanes.  En  el  ano  de  1 528,  comenzo  a 
estudiar  teologia  y  eventualmente  obtuvo  el  titulo.  Con  base 
en  meditaciones,  oraciones  y  visiones,  San  Ignacio  de  Loyola 
formo  las  Constituciones  de  la  Compania  de  Jesus,  que  ahora 
se  le  conoce  comunmente  como  los  Jesuitas.  Murio  el  31  de 
julio  de  1 556  a  causa  de  una  pobre  salud. 

►►  Por  que  es  un  santo:  San  Ignacio  es  conocido 
comunmente  por  sus  Ejercicios  Espirituales,  un  libro  de 
meditaciones  y  oraciones  a  ser  realizados  durante  30  dias.  Fue 
un  combatiente  contra  la  Reforma  Protestante  y  fundador  de  la 
Compania  de  Jesus. 

►►  Mejor  cita:  "Ensenanos  a  dar  sin  considerar  el  costo". 

►►  Su  muerte:  El  31  de  julio  de  1 556,  San  Ignacio  de 
Loyola  muere  de  una  fiebre  en  Roma,  Italia. 
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Voices     in     our  Church 

la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


The  Legacy  Hacemos  camino 

of  St.  Thomas  al  andar 


he  Church  recently  -  on  July 
third  -  celebrated  the  feast  of 
a  saint  whose  name  I  share: 
St.  Thomas  the  Apostle. 


What  most  of  us 
remember  about  St. 
Thomas  is,  when  told 
that  Jesus  had  risen 
from  the  dead,  he  did 
not  believe.  Only  by 
examining  the  wounds 
of  Christ  would  he  be 
convinced.  Jesus  ap- 
peared to  St.  Thomas  a 
week  later  and  invited 
the  Apostle  to  touch  his 
wounds.  St.  Thomas' 
response  was,  "My  Lord 
and  My  God!"  Then  Jesus  said,  "Blessed  are  those  who 
have  not  seen  and  have  believed." 

But  after  his  repentance,  St.  Thomas  became  a  great 
evangelizer.  He  did  what  no  other  Apostle  did,  preaching 
the  Word  not  just  in  the  region  of  the  Holy  Land  and  Eu- 
rope, but,  according  to  tradition,  traveling  to  Asia,  to  the 
land  that  today  we  call  India.  In  the  Middle  Ages,  when 
Catholics  from  Europe  went  to  India,  they  were  amazed 
to  find  Christians  there. 

It  is  said  that  St.  Thomas  arrived  on  the  Coast  of 
Malabar  in  A.D.  52.  He  is  believed  to  have  established 
at  least  seven  Christian  Communities.  He  then  moved 
across  land  to  the  Coromandel  Coast.  He  was  martyred 
near  Madras  in  A.D.  72.  For  twenty  centuries  the  peo- 
ple he  is  credited  with  converting  and  their  descendants 
have  comprised  the  St.  Thomas  Christians  of  Kerala, 
India;  some  of  them  eventually  became  what  is  known 
today  as  the  Syro-Malabar  and  the  Syro-Malankara 
Catholic  Churches. 

There  are  now  St.  Thomas  Christians  in  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh.  A  number  of  these  Catholic  brothers  and 
sisters  of  ours  live  in  the  Triangle  area,  not  a  few  around 
Bahama,  north  of  Durham.  The  Lourdes  Matha  Syro- 
Malabar  Catholic  Church  is  in  Durham. 

A  Bishop  of  the  Syro-Malabar  Eparchy  of  Chicago  and 
some  priests  of  this  Church  regularly  come  to  Raleigh 
to  celebrate  the  Divine  Liturgy.  There  are  also  Latin  Rite 
Catholics  from  Kerala  who  come  to  worship  at  the  Ca- 
thedral of  the  Sacred  Heart  in  Raleigh.  -  Msgr.  Hadden 


Hermanos  y  hermanas  en  Cristo: 
Son  muchisimos  los  esfuerzos 
evangelizadores  que  se  desarrollan  en 
nuestra  Diocesis  de  Raleigh  con  la  Pastoral 
Hispana.  Durante  los  ultimos  meses 
tuvimos  el  segundo  Taller  de  Lectio  Divina  ofrecido 
por  los  hermanos  del  CELAM  y  las  SBU  para  un  total  de 
205  nuevos  lectionautas.  El  Movimiento  de  Cursillos  de 
Cristiandad  realizo  el  Cursillo  para  Hombres  #  109  y  el 
de  Mujeres  #  118,  ambos  en  espanol  y  asesorados  por  el 
Padre  Paul  Brant,  S.J.,  con  sus  respectivos  equipos. 


Entre  la  Renovacion 
Carismatica  mencionamos 
las  Vigilias  de  Pentecostes 

que  se  celebraron  en  muchas 
parroquias,  el  Retire  con 
150  parejas  en  Greenville,  el 
Curso  con  los  Ministerios 
de  Miisica  y  el  Taller  de 
Formacion  sobre  la  Iglesia 
y  el  Programa  SAFE  en  la 
parroquia  de  St.  Raphael. 

El  Retire  Anual  con 
Lideres  Hispanos  en  Avila 
sobre  la  Santlsima  Trinidad, 
fue  acompanado  por  el  P.  Chesco  Garcia  al  que  asistieron  57 
participantes  de  nuestra  Diocesis.  Cabe  mencionar  que  junto 
con  la  Oficina  de  Lay  Ministry  y  la  Universidad  de  Loyola 
hemos  iniciado  el  Programa  Piloto  de  Formacion  Teologica 
conocido  como  LIMEX  en  espanol  con  14  participantes. 

La  Pastoral  Juvenil  diocesana,  por  su  parte,  ofrecio  el  Taller 
de  Formacion  para  Lideres  sobre  Liturgia  en  Wendell 
dirigido  por  el  P.  Joseph  Lapauw,  C.I. CM.,  parroco  de  St. 
Eugene.  El  12  de  junio  se  reunieron  mas  de  400  adolescentes 
y jovenes  adultos  hispanos  de  mas  de  23  parroquias  para 
celebrar  el  V  Encuentro  Diocesano  de  Pastoral  Juvenil 
Hispana.  El  lema  fue:  "Analizando  nuestra  realidad  Juvenil" 
desde  las  Conclusiones  del  Primer  Encuentro  Nacional  de 
Pastoral  Juvenil  Hispana  en  Estados  Unidos.  Se  conto  con 
la  presencia  de  algunos  miembros  del  Catholic  Center  y  de 
nuestro  Obispo  Michael  E  Burbidge  quien  presidio  la  Santa 
Misa  y  recibio  el  documento  conclusivo  del  Encuentro.  Este 
documento  contiene  las  mayores  Necesidades,  Aspiraciones  y 
Compromisos  de  los  Jovenes  Adolescentes  y  Jovenes  Adultos 
de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh. 

El  Senor  nos  anima  a  todos  a  continuar  trabajando  juntos, 
con  Jesus  entre  nosotros,  para  seguir  construyendo  un 
mundo  mas  justo  y  fraterno  segun  los  criterios  del  Reino  de 

DioS.  -  Padre  Carlos  N.  Arce,  Vicario  para  los  Hispanos 


i  Y  a    que    usted    lo  pregunta! 


Querido  lector  de  NCC 

Cicatrices  del  Aborto  en  los  Varones 


En  el  debate  actual  sobre 
el  aborto  legalizado,  un 
aspecto  importante  rara  vez 
tornado  en  cuenta  es  el  serio 
impacto  que  este  tiene  en  los  varones. 


Un  reciente  escandalo  en  torno 
a  John  Edwards,  ex  Senador  de 
Carolina  del  Norte  y  candidato 
presidencial,  puso  de  relieve  este 
problema.  El  seftor  Edwards 
acepto  publicamente  haber  tenido 
una  relacion  extramarital  con 
Rielle  Hunter  en  el  verano  de 
2008,  unos  meses  despues  de 
haber  abandonado  la  campana 
presidencial.  Sin  embargo,  aun 
despues  de  admitir  dicha  relacion, 
el  negaba  ser  el  padre  de  Quinn, 
la  bebe  de  la  senora  Hunter,  hasta 
enero  de  2010,  cuando  finalmente 
reconocio  serlo. 

Un  antiguo  asistente  del  Sr. 
Edwards  acaba  de  publicar  un 
libro  donde  revela  la  forma  en  que 
este  trato  de  presionar  a  la  Sra. 
Hunter  para  que  abortara.  Sobre 
esta  situation,  la  comentarista 
Jill  Stanek  expreso  lo  siguiente: 
"Afortunadamente  la  Sra.  Hunter 
no  sucumbio  al  intento  coercitivo 
del  tipico  explotador  sexual  y 
hombre  irresponsable  que  aborta 
a  su  propio  hijo.  Por  supuesto  que 
el  Sr.  Edwards  es  pro  aborto,  que 
como  podemos  damos  cuenta,  es 
extraordinariamente  conveniente 
para  los  varones.  El  estaba  presto 
a  sacrificar  a  su  propia  hija  por 
conveniencia  politica  y  personal". 

Las  conductas  extramaritales 
como  las  del  Sr.  Edwards 
nos  permiten  ver  como  el 
aborto  legalizado  produce  el 
efecto  claro  y  pronunciado  de 
favorecer  la  infidelidad  sexual  al 


-  El  Padre  Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk  hizo  su 
doctorado  en  neuro- 
ciencias  en  la  Uni- 
versidad  de  Yale  y  su 
trabajo  post-doctoral 
en  la  Universidad  de 
Harvard.  Es  Sacer- 
dote  para  la  Diocesis 
de  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  y  se 
desempefia  como 
Director  de  Edu- 
cation en  el  Centro 
Nacional  Catolico  de 
Bioetica  en  Philadel- 
phia. The  National 
Catholic  Bioethics 
Center:  www. 
ncbcenter.org  Tra- 
duction: Maria  Elena 
Rodriguez(www. 
ncbcenter.org) 


ofrecer  "protection"  al  hombre, 
induciendolo  a  la  irresponsabilidad 
y  haciendolo  menos  capaz  de 
hacerse  cargo  de  las  consecuencias 
de  sus  decisiones  personales.  El 
aborto  legalizado  facilita  al  varon  el 
justificar  y  obtener  libertinaje  sexual. 

El  aborto  lastima  al  hombre 
tambien  en  otras  formas  mas 
directas.  El  hecho  de  que  en  Estados 
Unidos  se  realizan  diariamente  mas 
de  3000  abortos  significa  que  cada 
dia  alrededor  de  3000  hombres 
pierden  un  hijo  o  una  hija  mediante 
el  aborto.  Algunos  de  estos  hombres 
quiza  alientan  o  presionan  a  sus 
parejas  para  que  aborten;  otros  tal 
vez  se  resisten  con  hrmeza;  otros 
quiza  ni  se  enteran  de  su  patemidad 
sino  hasta  despues  del  aborto. 

Lo  que  no  es  muy  conocido 
es  que  los  varones  pueden  sufrir 
y  de  hecho  sufren  emotional  y 
espiritualmente  por  esta  perdida. 
Tampoco  es  comun,  hay  que 
reconocerlo,  que  se  motive  a 
los  hombres  a  exteriorizar  sus 
emociones  sobre  este  problema, 
ya  sea  alivio,  sufrimiento,  enojo  o 
resentimiento. 

Sin  embargo,  a  medida  que  han 
estado  surgiendo  en  los  ultimos 
anos  ministerios  de  sanation 
post  aborto  tales  como  Rachel's 
Vineyard,  mas  mujeres  y  sus 
esposos  o  parejas  se  estin  acercando 
a  ellos  en  busca  de  ayuda  para 
sobrellevar  los  efectos  del  aborto. 
Cada  vez  mas  hombres  lamentan 
haber  participado  en  un  aborto  y 
ya  diversos  sitios  en  internet  estan 
incluyendo  testimonios  de  varones 
que  han  perdido  un  bebe  por  aborto 
(por  ejemplo  rachelsvineyard.org  o 
priestsforlife.org). 

Muchos  de  estos  testimonios 
son  conmovedores,  crudos  y 
dolorosamente  honestos.  Phil 


McCombs,  escritor  del  Washington 
Post  publico  en  este  periodico  un 
articulo  en  1995,  donde  relata  sus 
propias  batallas  post  aborto: 

"Me  siento  como  un  asesino, 
aunque  no  quiero  decir  con  esto 
que  culpo  a  otros  de  serlo  o  que 
pienso  que  tambien  son  asesinos. 
Es  solo  como  yo  me  siento,  y 
ninguna  rationalization  en  el 
mundo  ha  logrado  cambiar  este 
sentimiento.  Todavia  hoy  sufro  por 
el  pequeno  Thomas.  Es  como  un 
oceano  de  sufrimiento.  Desde  el 
pasado  distante  llega  a  mi  memoria 
aquella  frase  de  Shakespeare,  de  que 
los  inmensos  mares  "enrojecen". 
Cuando  vaya  de  vacaciones  al 
no  este  verano,  el  no  navegara 
conmigo  en  aquel  viejo  y  hermoso 
bote  de  madera  que  en  realidad 
ni  puedo  echar  al  agua  pero  que 
no  me  decido  a  desechar  tampoco. 
En  la  noche,  no  se  tumbara  en  la 
hierba,  a  un  lado  de  la  tienda,  para 
mirar  al  cielo  lleno  de  estrellas,  ni 
me  dira  "iComo  se  llama  aquella, 
papa?".  Porque  no  hubo  en  la  Tierra 
espaciopara  Thomas". 

Otro  papa  anonimo,  en  su 
busqueda  de  sanation  y  paz,  escribe 
una  carta  a  su  hijo  muerto: 

"Mi  querido  John  Peter:  Este  fin 
de  semana  pasado  hice  algo  que 
debt  haber  hecho  hace  mucho 
tiempo.  Confese  tu  muerte  por 
aborto.  John,  hoy  seriasunj oven 
de  veinte  anos,  lleno  de  vida. . .  Otra 
vezestoy  llorando,  John,  como  la 
noche  del  sabado. . .  En  el  otono, 
John,  cuando  las  hojas  caigan  de 
los  arboles,  pensare  en  ti,  porque 
tu  tambien  caiste  de  la  vida.  En  el 
frio  inviemo,  John,  la  nieve  te  traera 
a  mi  recuerdo,  porque  bianco  y 
puro  como  la  nieve  tambien  eras 
y  eres  tu.  En  la  primavera,  John, 
pensare  en  ti,  porque  asi  como  ella 


Send  your  questions  to:  "Since  you  asked  ..."  71 5  Nazareth  St,  Raleigh,  NC  27606,  or:  reece@raldioc.org. 
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■ 


Obispo  Burbidge 


Un  Arbitro,  un  Lanzador  y  un  Ejemplo 


no  de  mis  trabajos  de  verano  durante  mi  tiempo  en  el  seminario  y  antes 
de  mi  ordenacion  como  diacono  fue  la  de  un  arbitro  de  beisbol.  Algunos 
individuos  graciosamente  decian  que  este  trabajo  me  habia  preparado  para 
ser  Obispo  -  con  muchas  "decisiones  dificiles  y  rapidas"  sin  que  no  todos 
estuvieran  de  acuerdo  contigo! 


Hemos  aprendido  mas  sobre  el  mundo  del 
arbitro  en  la  amplia  difusion  de  la  historia  de 
una  Uamada  erronea  que  recientemente  le 
costo  a  un  lanzador  la  emocion  de  lanzar  un 
"juego  perfecto".  El  2  de  junio,  faltando  un 
"out"  en  la  parte  baja  de  la  novena  entrada, 
una  pelota  baja  fue  bateada.  El  lanzador  de 
los  Tigres  de  Detroit,  Armando  Galarraga, 
cubrio  la  primera  base.  El  corredor  fue 
claramente  "out".  Sin  embargo,  el  arbitro, 
Jim  Joyce  declare  al  corredor  "safe".  Debido 
al  error,  Armando  Galarraga  no  aparecera 
en  los  libros  de  registro  como  unos  de  los 
lanzadores  del  numero  selecto  que  han 
lanzado  un  juego  perfecto. 

Mientras  que  esto  fue  un  lamentable 
suceso  en  los  depones,  las  respuestas  del 
arbitro  y  el  lanzador  han  proporcionado 
lecciones  valiosas  sobre  la  manera  de  manejar 
la  adversidad.  Despues  de  que  la  decision 
fue  hecha  y  sabiendo  las  consecuencias,  el 
lanzador  simplemente  sonrio  y  continuo  con 
el  juego  sin  una  muestra  de  enojo.  Despues 
del  juego  y  tras  ver  la  cinta  de  video,  el  arbitro 
humildemente  reconocio  el  error.  De  hecho, 
pidio  reunirse  con  el  lanzador  en  el  club  para 
pedir  una  disculpa  sincera.  El  lanzador  le 
recordo  al  arbitro  que  nadie  es  "perfecto."  En 
el  juego  del  dia  siguiente,  el  arbitro  y  lanzador 
se  reunieron  en  el  campo  y  mostraron 
deportividad,  clase,  respeto  y  profesionalismo. 
Su  ejemplo  hablo  fuertemente  -  a  todos  los 
jugadores,  entrenadores,  arbitros  y  fanaticos 
-  de  la  perspectiva  necesaria  que  debemos 
mantener. 

Tambien  podemos  aplicar  el  ejemplo 
del  lanzador  y  del  arbitro  a  nuestra  vida 


espiritual.  Ya  que  a  veces  es  dificil  de 
aceptar,  debemos  darnos  cuenta  que 
nadie  es  "perfecto."  Cometemos  errores 
y  hacemos  malos  juicios.  Pecamos  y 
fallamos.  Para  poder  crecer  en  nuestra  vida 
espiritual,  no  debemos  de  perder  tiempo 
o  energia  inventando  "excusas".  Para  estar 
verdaderamente  reconciliados,  debemos 
reconocer  nuestros  pecados,  expresar  nuestro 
pesar  y  pedir  perdon.  La  Buena  Nueva  es 
que  Nuestro  Senor  Jesus  nos  abraza  en  su 
infinita  misericordia  y  amor.  Que  bendecidos 
somos  al  poder  experimentar  estos  dones 
especialmente  en  el  Sacramento  de  la 
Eucaristia  y  la  Reconciliacion. 

Del  mismo  modo,  tambien  debemos 
de  admitir  que  le  hemos  fallado  a  otros. 
Descubrimos  la  verdadera  libertad 
simplemente  cuando  reconocemos  nuestros 
errores  y  ofrecemos  una  disculpa  sincera  al 
que  hemos  ofendido  con  nuestras  palabras 
o  actos.  A  su  vez,  no  debemos  esperar  que 
nadie  sea  "perfecto."  Debemos  siempre 
estar  dispuestos  y  preparados  para  aceptar 
cualquier  disculpa  que  otros  tengan  que 
ofrecernos  para  que  juntos  podamos 
empezar  de  nuevo. 

El  arbitro  declaro  que  habia  estado  por 
mas  de  veinte  anos  en  esta  profesion  y 
que  en  todo  ese  tiempo  nadie  lo  conocia. 
Ahorra  debido  a  un  error,  es  el  arbitro  mas 
reconocible  en  el  deporte.  Desde  entonces, 
entrenadores  y  directores  se  han  tornado  el 
tiempo  para  ofrecer  elogios  y  estimulo  por 
su  buen  trabajo  a  lo  largo  de  los  anos.  En 
nuestras  propias  vidas,  podemos  facilmente 
enfocarnos  en  lo  que  hemos  hecho  mal  y 


en  nuestras  limitaciones  o  por  alguna 
decision  equivocada.  Sin  embargo,  el 
crecimiento  en  nuestra  vida  espiritual 
demanda  que  a  diario  demos  gracias 
por  las  diferentes  maneras  en  que  Dios 
nos  usa  como  Su  instrumento  y  trabaja 
a  traves  de  nosotros.  Celebre  lo  que 
usted  ha  logrado  con  la  gracia  de  Dios 
y  nunca  olvide  las  maneras  milagrosas 
que  el  Senor  lo  ha  utilizado  y  continua 
utilizandolo  como  Su  instrumento  cada 
dia.  De  la  misma  manera,  levantate  y 
anima  a  aquellos  que  no  pueden  ver  las 
bendiciones  del  Senor  en  este  tiempo, 
especialmente  a  aquellos  quienes  se 
encuentren  abrumados  por  algun  reciente 
fracaso  o  dificultad. 

La  decision  que  priva  a  un  lanzador 
para  un  juego  perfecto  nos  recuerda  que 
el  mundo  del  deporte  a  menudo  puede 
ensenar  algunas  lecciones  valiosas  en 
la  vida  y  en  nuestra  jornada  espiritual. 
Debemos  orar  diariamente  por  la 
gracia  para  que  mantengamos  nuestras 
prioridades  a  fin  de  demostrar  el  espiritu 
deportivo  dentro  y  fuera  del  campo,  para 
reflejar  la  clase  y  el  respeto  en  nuestras 
relaciones  con  otros,  para  reconocer 
nuestras  fallas,  para  disculparse  cuando 
sea  necesario,  para  perdonar  a  aquellos 
que  nos  han  lastimado,  para  celebrar 
nuestros  logros  y  apoyar  a  aquellos  en 
medio  de  nosotros  que  se  encuentran  en 
una  gran  necesidad  de  animo. 

Por  cierto,  recuerdo  algunos  errores 
importantes  que  hice  como  arbitro  y 
reconozco  que  estoy  todavia  lejos  de  ser 
perfecto.  Por  lo  tanto,  jcomo  puedo  no 
ayudar  pero  tomar  esta  oportunidad  para 
pedirte  que  continues  apoyando  a  tu 
Obispo,  especialmente  en  esas  "decisiones 
dificiles  y  rapidas"  que  tienen  que 
hacerse! 


nace,  tambien  tu  debiste  haber  nacido 
a  este  mundo.  Pensare  en  ti  en  el  verano 
tambien,  John.  Imaginare  tu  risa.  Te  vere 
como  hubieras  sido,  un  nino  corriendo  y 
jugando,  con  raspones  en  tus  rodillas  por 
las  caidas.  Echare  de  menos  todo  aquello 


que  pudo  haber  enriquecido  mi  vida  con 
la  tuya.  Mi  Pequeno,  John  Peter,  hoy  solo 
puedo  pedirte  que  me  perdones,  como 
Jesus  y  Dios  lo  han  hecho.  Que  descanses 
en  los  brazos  de  Dios.  Papa". 
Las  profundas  cicatrices  emocionales 


que  quedan  en  hombres  y  mujeres  por  el 
aborto  legalizado  debiera  preocupamos  a 
todos  y  movemos  a  construir  una  sociedad 
mas  justa  donde  todo  hombre,  mujer  o 
nino  sea  protegido,  respetado,  amado  y 
bienvenido  incondicionalmente. 


el    hispano  Catolico 


Los  Jovenes  Aduttos  y  Adolescentes  Hispanos 

comienzan  a  trabajar  en  el  Plan  Pastoral  Diocesano 


Aproximadamente  400  hispanos  adultos  y  jovenes  adoles- 
centes se  reunieron  el  sabado,  12  de  junio,  para  trabajar 
en  el  Plan  Pastoral  Diocesano  para  Jovenes  Hispanos.  El 
documento  estara  basado  en  el  Encuentro  Nacional  de 
2006  que  desarrollo  la  Pastoral  de  Hispanos  de  Estados  Unidos  para 
los  Jovenes  Adultos.  El  ano  pasado,  el  documento  nacional  rue  re- 
visado  a  nivel  regional  y  es  ahora  a  nivel  diocesano;  una  vez  finalizado, 
servira  como  guia  para  la  Diocesis  y  parroquias. 


Representantes  de  veintisiete  parroquias 
tomaron  parte  en  el  evento  de  un  dia  de  du- 
ration que  se  celebro  en  el  Cardenal  Gibbons 
High  School  en  Raleigh.  La  sesion  comenzo 
con  una  explication  del  proposito  de  la  Pastoral 
Nacional  y  su  importancia  para  la  Comuni- 
dad  Hispana  y  la  Iglesia.  El  Sr.  Ricardo  Veloz, 
Coordinador  Diocesano  de  la  Pastoral  Juvenil 
de  Jovenes  Adultos  y  Adolescentes,  propor- 
ciono  las  metas  y  los  objetivos  del  documento 
nacional. 

Se  formaron  pequenos  grupos  para  discutir 
las  tres  areas.  Al  final  del  dia,  los  documen- 
tos  de  trabajo  representando  las  necesidades, 
aspiraciones  y  compromisos  fueron  elaborados  por  los  jovenes 


adultos  y  adolescentes.  Fueron 
presentados  al  Reverendisimo 
Michael  E  Burbidge  al  final  de 
la  Misa,  con  lo  cual  finalizo  el 
evento  del  dia. 

NCC  hablo  con  el  Sr. 
Veloz  acerca  del  encuentro: 
cCuaies  eran  la  meta  y 
los  objetivos  de  este  gran 
evento? 

Conocer  las  Conclusiones 
del  Primer  Encuentro  Nacional 
de  Pastoral  Juvenil  Hispana 
(PENPJH),  relacionarlas  con 
la  experiencia  de  pastoral 
juvenil  al  nivel  diocesano  y 
parroquial,  e  identificar  las 
Necesidades,  Aspiraciones  y 
Compromisos  de  los  jovenes 
adolescentes  y  los  jovenes 
adultos,  que  ayuden  a  mejorar 
y  expandir  la  Pastoral  Juvenil 
Hispana  (PJH),  al  implementar 
las  Conclusiones  en  la  Diocesis 
de  Raleigh. 
Objetivos  generales: 

1 .  Adquirir  una  vision  general 
de  la  historia  de  la  Pastoral 
Juvenil  Hispana  en  Estados 
Unidos  y  de  la  importancia  del 
PENPJH. 

2.  Conocer  las  particulari- 
dades  de  la  PJH  en  el  contexto 
del  ministerio  pastoral  con  la 
juventud  en  la  Iglesia  Catolica 

de  Estados  Unidos. 

3.  Conocer  las  conclusiones  principales  del 
PENPJH  y  realizar  un  proceso  de  reflexion 
sobre  la  realidad  parroquial  a  la  luz  de  ellas. 

4.  Fortalecer  la  PJH  Diocesana  mediante  la 
participation  de  lideres  diocesanos  en  el  pro- 
ceso para  visualizar  la  implementation  de  las 
Conclusiones  del  PENPJH. 

5.  Aplicar  los  principios  y  conclusiones  del 
PENPJH  para  analizar  la  pastoral  a  nivel  par- 
roquial y  Diocesano. 

6.  Identificar  las  Necesidades,  Aspiraciones  y 
Compromisos  de  los  jovenes  adolescentes  y  los 
jovenes  adultos  que  sirvan  de  base  para  seguir 

desarrollando  el  liderazgo  y  que  Ueven  a  una  planificacion  y  ac- 
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cion  pastoral  efectivas  al  nivel  parroquial  y  Diocesano 

tPuedes  decirnos  que  cosas  viste  o  escuchaste  que  te 
mostraron  esperanza  para  los  jovenes  de  la  Diocesis 
de  Raleigh? 

Primero:  La  disponibilidad  de  los  jovenes  para  participar  en 
este  5to.  Encuentro 

Segundo:  La  participacion  de  nuestro  Obispo  Michael 
Burbidge  en  el  proceso  de  reflexion  y  consulta  y  su  apertura  a 
escuchar  las  necesidades  de  los  jovenes  hispanos. 

Tercero:  El  compromiso  de  nuestro  obispo  con  los  jovenes 
hispanos  de  apoyar  las  actividades  de  la  pastoral  juvenil. 

tRegionalmente,  cuales  eran  los  mas  grandes  retos 
que  enfrentan  los  ministerios  de  jovenes  adultos  his- 
panos y  jovenes  adolescentes  hispanos? 

Primero  que  nada  uno  de  los  mas  grandes  retos  a  nivel 
regional  sin  duda  fue,  que  cada  dia  hay  menos  gente  disponible 
para  trabajar  con  los  jovenes.  La  falta  de  lideres  hispanos  que 
quieran  trabajar  con  la  juventud.  Cada  dia  hay  mas  obstaculos 
para  que  los  jovenes  hispanos  se  acerquen  a  las  actividades  de  la 
iglesia  debido  a  la  situation  migratoria.  Cada  ano  hay  mas  ado- 
lescentes graduandose  de  la  High  School  que  no  pueden  seguir 
sus  estudios  debido  a  su  estatus  migratorio. 

cQue  es  lo  que  mas  atrae  a  los  jovenes  hispanos  a  vi- 
vir  su  fe?  Que  es  lo  que  hace  que  aprecien  mas  su  fe? 
Que  es  lo  que  creen  que  la  iglesia  les  ofrece? 

Los  jovenes  se  acercan  a  vivir  su  fe,  cuando  encuentran  su 
identidad  despues  de  un  verdadero  proceso  de  integracion. 
Cuando  los  jovenes  ya  saben  en  que  piano  se  encuentran  y  su 
autoestima  de  fortalece,  ellos  mismos  adquieren  el  compromiso 
de  crecer  en  la  fe  dentro  de  un  mundo  de  tentaciones.  Los 
jovenes  cuando  encuentran  el  camino  correcto  y  defrnen  sus 
personalidades,  creen  positivamente  en  la  iglesia.  Ellos  mismos 
entienden  que  son  la  iglesia  y  que  tienen  que  trabajar  duro  para 
hacerla  parte  de  sus  vidas. 

<LQuienes  con  los  jovenes  Adolescentes?  Son  ellos 
inmigrantes  recientes  o  2da.  Generation? 

Un  gran  numero  de  jovenes  adolescentes  estan  aqui  por 
que  sus  padres  los  trajeron  a  este  pais  siendo  ninos.  Otro  gran 
numero  de  jovenes  ya  nacieron  aqui  y  empiezan  ser  la  segunda 
generation  de  padres  inmigrantes.  En  nuestra  Diocesis  casi  un 
70%  de  los  catolicos  hispanos  son  jovenes  menores  de  25  anos. 

Algunas  veces  hemos  escuchado  que  la  cultura  secular 
en  los  Estados  Unidos  es  algo  sorpresivo  para  los 
inmigrantes,  especialmente  por  danar  a  las  familias.  Es 
esto  cierto? 

Una  de  las  causas  de  la  desintegracion  familiar  y  el  distancia- 
miento  entre  padres  e  hijos  es  el  materialismo.  Nuestra  gente 
viene  con  un  gran  deseo  de  superacion  economica  y  en  lugar  de 
ayudar  a  la  integracion  familiar  estas  resultan  descuidando  a  los 
hijos  ya  que  un  gran  numero  de  padres  se  concentran  solo  en 
el  trabajo.  Los  jovenes  se  encuentran  en  una  desorientacion  en 


cuanto  a  los  valores  y  los  principios  que  guiaran  sus  vidas  en  el 
futuro. 

El  llamado  sueno  americano  pasa  a  ser  una  pnondad  y  los 
hijos  pasan  a  ser  la  ultima  prioridad  y  solo  hasta  que  los  hijos 
pasan  a  ser  un  problema  los  padres  se  quieren  enfocar  en  ellos 
y  en  muchas  de  las  ocasiones  les  resulta  muy  dificil  volver  a  ga- 
narse  la  confianza  de  los  hijos.  La  cultura  del  sexo  casual  es  cada 
vez  mas  fuerte  y  los  medios  de  comunicacion  pasan  a  ser  una 
parte  importante  para  los  jovenes  olvidandose  de  los  estudios  y 
de  la  superacion  personal. 

<LEI  documento  que  se  le  entrego  al  Obispo,  viene  del 
proceso  Nacional  y  Regional  y  ahora  Diocesano.  Cuales 
son  los  siguientes  pasos?  Como  va  a  ser  utilizado  en 
las  parroquias? 

En  efecto,  el  documento  de  las  Necesidades,  Aspiraciones  y 
Compromisos  de  los  jovenes  adultos  y  los  jovenes  adolescentes 
que  se  le  entrego  al  Sr.  Obispo  es  un  extracto  del  Documento  de 
las  Conclusiones  del  Primer  Encuentro  Nacional  de  Pastoral  Ju- 
venil Hispana  que  se  realizo  en  el  2006.  En  el  Congreso  Regional 
del  Sureste  que  se  llevo  acabo  en  Orlando  Florida  en  el  mes  de 
abril  2010,  se  escogieron  en  las  tres  categorias  en  ese  nivel  y  se 
entregaron  a  SEPI  (South  East  Pastoral  Institute). 

Los  jovenes  de  nuestra  Diocesis  escogieron  entre  muchas 
posibilidades  las  dos  mas  apremiantes  en  las  tres  diferentes 
categorias.  y  Se  entregaron  al  final  de  la  misa  a  nuestro  Obispo 
Burbidge. 

Ahora  los  siguientes  pasos  son  seguir  con  el  analisis  a  nivel  de  los 
decanatos  y  posteriormente  a  nivel  parroquial. 
El  ultimo  paso  dentro  de  esto  proceso  es  elaborar  un  Plan  Pas- 
toral Para  la  Pastoral  Juvenil  Hispana  y  encarnarlo  en  la  realidad 
Juvenil  parroquial  de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh  junto  con  las  oficinas 
Diocesanas  de  Hispanic  Youth  Ministry  y  Pastoral  Juvenil,  Youth 
Ministry  y  Young  Adult  Ministry. 

Cual  es  el  signif  icado  de  la  Red  de  Pesca?  Y  que  es  lo 
que  ha  significado  darle  una  pieza  de  la  red  al  Obispo? 

En  el  Logotipo  del  V  Encuentro  encontraran  un  significado 
muy  importante.  El  significado  de  la  Red  entre  otros  signos 
que  se  usaron  en  el  V  Encuentro,  es  el  de  que  los  jovenes  estan 
lanzando  las  redes  como  Jesus  invita  a  Pedro  a  tirar  las  redes  mar 
adentro.  "Mar  adentro"  o  sea  mas  alia  de  la  orilla,  alia  donde  es- 
tan todos  los  jovenes  de  nuestra  iglesia,  alejados,  discriminados, 
rechazados.  Una  vez  que  Pedro  accede  a  lanzar  la  red,  sucede 
el  milagro,  la  red  se  llena  de  peces  y  todos  dan  gracias  a  Dios. 
La  Barca  significa  la  unidada  de  la  iglesia  donde  todos  debemos 
remar  juntos  hacia  un  mismo  lugar,  objetivos  y  metas.  La  Cruz 
significa  Jesus  como  guia  al  frente  de  la  barca.  Y  en  la  Red  el  es- 
cudo  de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh,  representando  a  nuestro  Obispo 
como  parte  importante  en  la  vida  de  la  juventud. 

En  la  pieza  de  la  Red  que  le  fue  entregada  al  Obispo,  los 
jovenes  aniadieron  un  pez  con  su  nombre.  Esta  pieza  de  la  Red 
significa  que  ellos  ya  fueron  atrapados  por  las  redes  de  Jesus.  Una 
pieza  de  la  Red  es  entregada  al  Obispo  para  recordarle  que  el  tam- 
bien  es  parte  del  equipo  de  pescadores  de  hombres  y  le  pedimos 
que  siempre  recuerde  que  contamos  con  su  apoyo. 
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Burlington  Parish  Breaks 
Ground  for  Larger  Church 

On  Friday  evening,  June  1  1 , 
Blessed  Sacrament  Parish  in  Burlington 
held  a  groundbreaking  ceremony  at  the 
site  of  its  future  church.  The  present 
church,  which  seats  400,  was  dedi- 
cated in  1971.  Since  then,  the  number 
of  families  in  the  parish  has  more  than 
tripled.  Construction  on  the  new  church 
will  begin  immediately,  with  a  target  date 
of  completion  in  201  1 .  The  new  church 
will  have  a  capacity  of  1 ,200. 

In  attendance  at  the  ceremony, 
along  with  Fr.  Robert  Benko,  OFM 
Conv.,  Pastor  of  Blessed  Sacrament, 
and  the  other  friars  residing  in  Burl- 


ington and  many  parishioners,  was  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F  Burbidge, 
who  blessed  the  grounds  where  the 
new  church  will  be  built. 

The  parish  traces  its  origins  back 
to  1 901 ,  beginning  as  a  Catholic 
mission.  The  first  church  building  was 
constructed  in  1  935,  along  with  a 
school  that  opened  that  year  with  an 
enrollment  of  25  students  in  grades 
kindergarten  through  sixth  grade. 
Today,  Blessed  Sacrament  School  has 
an  enrollment  of  2 1 0. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  prior  to  the  ground- 
breaking, Bishop  Burbidge  celebrated 
Mass  at  the  graduation  of  1  9  eighth 
graders  from  Blessed  Sacrament  school, 
now  marking  its  75th  anniversary. 


St.  Ann  in  Clayton  Prepares  for  Festival 

&  On  September  25th,  St.  Ann  Catholic  Church  in  Clayton 
will  hold  its  third  annual  International  Food  Festival.  This  year's 
International  Food  Festival  will  feature  foods  from  the  USA, 
Thailand,  the  Philippines,  Mexico,  Colombia,  Poland,  Italy, 
Dominican  Republic,  Greece,  El  Salvador,  Ireland,  Honduras, 
Hungary,  Cajun  country  as  well  as  "International  Desserts." 

Festival  admission  and  parking  are  free.  Food  is  $2.50  per 
plate.  The  festival  will  also  feature  international  entertainment 
throughout  the  day,  games  for  children  and  a  silent  auction. 
Among  the  many  entertainers  performing  will  be  Barrowbum 
Celtic  Band,  the  Filipino  dance  troupe  Phil-Am,  Wake  &  District 
Pipe  Band,  bluegrass,  Salsa  and  Samba  dancers  and  much 
more.  Cafe  tents  with  tables  and  chairs  will  be  located  through- 
out the  festival,  and  all  visitors  will  receive  a  guide  map  of  the 
festival  grounds  listing  food  venues,  menus,  events  of  the  day 
and  the  entertainment  schedule. 

Nearly  3000  people  attended  last  year's  event,  according  to 
parish  organizers.  Funds  generated  from  the  festival  go  toward 
paying  off  the  church  mortgage  so  planning  can  begin  for  a 
parish  social  and  educational  center.  St.  Ann  is  located  at  4057 
US  70  Business  West,  Clayton.  The  event  is  open  to  the  pub- 
lic from  1  1 :30  am  to  6:30  pm.  More  information  is  available 
at  www. internationalfoodf estival . net 


Catholic  Formation  and 
Evangelization  Hire  Coordinator 


Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  and  Sister  Rose 
Adams,  I.H.M.,  are  pleased  to  announce  that 
Mary  DiSano  has  been  named  Coordinator  of 
Catechesis  and  Faith  Formation  for  the  Department  of  Catholic 
Formation  and  Evangelization. 

Since  2000,  Mary  has  served  on  a  part-time  basis  as 
Coordinator  for  Marriage  Preparation.  Pastors  have  reported 
her  excellent  service  in  preparing  couples  for  the  Sacrament 
of  Matrimony.  In  her  new  position,  she  will  assist  in  implement- 
ing the  revised  Religion  Curriculum  Guidelines  and  support  all 
departmental  Faith  Formation  initiatives. 

Mary  graduated  from  Belmont  Abbey  College  with  a  Minor 
in  Theology,  and  has  been  a  Master  Catechist  since  2003.  She 
also  served  the  Diocese  of  Charlotte  as  Director  of  Young  Adult 
Ministry  and  Associate  Director  of  Development. 


Lay  Ministry  Sunday,  August  29 


P :P  Bishop  Burbidge  has  established  Lay  Ministry  Sunday 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  to  celebrate  God's  call  to  all  the 
baptized  to  use  their  gifts  in  service  to  others  and  to  the  Church. 
Parishes  are  invited  to  take  advantage  of  this  Sunday  to 
acknowledge  both  the  sanctity  of  God's  call  and  the  generous 
response  of  lay  ministers. 

"We  are  grateful  to  Bishop  Burbidge  for  establishing  Lay 
Ministry  Sunday  in  our  Diocese,"  said  Sr.  Rose  Marie  Adams, 
I.H.M.,  Director  of  Catholic  Formation  and  Evangelization. 
"Because  of  the  generosity  and  expertise  of  so  many  faith- 
filled  lay  people,  the  love  and  compassion  of  Jesus  Christ  are 
made  known  throughout  our  Diocese.  On  Sunday,  August  29, 
parishes  can  recognize  and  honor  the  lay  ministers  who  provide 
this  sacred  work  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord." 
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CGHS  Theology  Teacher 
Continues  Study  of  Catholic- 
Jewish  Relations 

Mark  DeLaRosa,  a  teacher  of  Theol- 
ogy and  Catholic  History  at  Cardinal 
Gibbons  High  School,  will  be  spending 
a  week  during  the  month  of  July  in  Israel 
as  a  participant  in  the  Bearing  Witness 
Advanced  Program  for  studying  the  Ho- 
locaust and  the  history  of  anti-Semitism. 
Mr.  DeLaRosa,  who  studied  last  summer 
in  Washington,  D.C  at  the  Bearing 
Witness  Regional  program,  was  among 
20  men  and  women  chosen  for  the 
Advanced  Program  by  the  Jewish  Anti- 
Defamation  League  (ADL)  in  partnership 
with  the  United  States  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  (USCCB),  National 
Catholic  Education  Association  (NCEA), 
the  United  States  Holocaust  Memorial 
Museum  and  the  Archdiocese  of  Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

The  Bearing  Wtness™  Program  is  a 
professional  development  opportunity 
for  Catholic  school  educators,  created 
in  1 996  by  the  ADL  Its  purpose  is  to 
provide  Catholic  school  educators  with 
the  training  and  resources  necessary  to 
teach  their  students  about  the  historical 
relationship  between  Jewish  and  Catholic 
communities  and  the  impact  of  that  rela- 
tionship on  Catholic  teaching,  catechesis 
and  liturgy.  Participants  in  the  program 
explore  the  history  of  anti-Semitism,  from 
biblical  times  to  the  modern  day.  Themes 
include  the  role  of  the  Church  during  the 
Holocaust,  recent  changes  in  Catholic 
teachings  on  Jews  and  Judaism,  issues 
of  prejudice  and  genocide  in  contempo- 
rary society  and  practical  strategies  for 
teaching  students  about  the  Holocaust 
and  anti-  Semitism. 

Mr.  DeLaRosa  has  already  used  his 
studies  to  enrich  CGHS  students  both  in 
and  out  of  class.  In  the  2009-1 0  year  he 
taught  several  sessions  in  the  Holocaust 
Literature  course  offered  to  juniors  and 
seniors.  "It's  an  English  course,"  the 
theology  teacher  explained,  "but  it  was 
great  to  be  invited  to  offer  some  perspec- 
tives, perhaps  some  spiritual  lessons.  The 
Bearing  witness  program  provided  us 
with  taped  interviews  with  Holocaust  sur- 
vivors and  bystanders,  and  those  were 
powerful  for  students.  We  ask,  'Where 


Mark  DeLaRosa  in  his  classroom  with  some  of  his  students. 


do  we  see  things  like  the  Holocaust  hap- 
pening in  the  world  today?'" 

Asked  about  the  most  important  les- 
son students  could  learn  from  studying 
the  Holocaust,  Mr.  DeLaRosa  said, 
"The  Rabbis  talk  about  'two  deaths.'  The 
first  one,  of  course,  is  the  death  of  the 
body.  But  the  second  one  is  sadder:  It's 
when  you  are  forgotten."  In  class  Mr. 
DeLaRosa  asked  students  in  pairs  to  tell 
each  other  their  parents'  names.  Then  he 
asked  them  to  name  their  grandparents. 
"By  the  time  I  asked  them  to  name  their 
great-grandparents,"  he  recalls,  "there 
was  very  little  talking  in  the  room.  Many 
of  the  students  didn't  know  their  great- 
grandparents'  names. 

"Talking  about  the  Holocaust  is  difficult, 
but  in  talking  about  it  we  remember,  and 
that's  what  the  survivors  hope  for,  not  to 
suffer  that  second  death." 

Each  year  a  group  of  CGHS  students 
travels  to  Washington,  D.C.  for  the 
national  Right  to  Life  March.  The  group 
always  visits  the  U.S.  Holocaust  Memori- 
al Museum  and  Mr.  DeLaRosa,  because 
of  his  training  there,  is  able  to  give  the 
students  an  in-depth  tour.  "Do  you  know 
what  the  most  valuable  artifact  in  the 
Museum  is?"  he  asks.  "It's  a  milk  jug.  In 
Warsaw,  Poland,  Jews  would  put  notes 
documenting  their  lives  in  a  milk  jug  and 
when  it  was  full  they  would  bury  it.  Only 
five  have  been  unearthed,  and  one  is  at 
the  Museum." 

Bearing  Wtness™  Advanced,  initiated 
in  2005,  allows  graduates  of  regional 
Bearing  Wtness  Programs  the  opportu- 
nity to  extend  their  learning,  and  includes 


a  trip  to  Israel  where  participants  hear 
from  resident  scholars  and  are  afforded 
the  chance  to  visit  sites  sacred  to  Jews 
and  Christians.  Educators  visit  Yad 
Vashem  (Israel's  official  memorial  to  the 
Holocaust)  and  hear  from  religious  and 
government  leaders  including  the  Papal 
Nuncio,  the  head  of  the  Catholic  commu- 
nity in  Israel,  kibbutz  members,  an  Arab 
Affairs  Correspondent  from  the  Jerusa- 
lem Post  and  the  Director  of  the  Interfaith 
Encounter  Association.  The  realities  of 
daily  life  are  brought  home  with  visits  to 
the  security  fence  and  the  Golan  Heights. 

Mr.  DeLaRosa,  whose  degree  is  in 
Hebrew,  is  "fascinated  by  Christian  and 
Jewish  differences  in  the  interpretation  of 
Scripture."  He  particularly  looks  forward 
to  seeing  the  holy  places  of  Jerusalem, 
"to  walking  where  Jesus  walked,"  and  to 
visiting  Yad  Vashem.  "I  asked  someone 
who  had  been  there  if  there  was  a  differ- 
ence between  the  museum  in  Israel  and 
the  one  in  Washington,"  he  said.  "And 
she  said  there's  a  huge  difference.  The 
one  in  the  U.S.  tries  to  recreate  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Holocaust,  to  put  visitors 
there  in  a  vivid  way  -  you  come  away 
feeling,  well,  awful. 

"Yad  Vashem  does  that  too,  I'm  told, 
but  it's  also  a  lot  more  hopeful.  It  has  a 
huge  garden  and  a  room  with  millions  of 
candles.  There's  a  feeling  not  just  of  the 
past,  but  of  the  future,  a  determination  to 
continue. 

"So  I'm  very  excited  about  the  trip,"  he 
says,  "but  even  more  I'm  excited  to  bring 
back  as  much  as  I  can  to  the  Cardinal 
Gibbons  community!' 


tilings  to  do: 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  July  1  7,  7  p.m. 
-  9  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  2 1  9  Eden- 
ton  Street,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27603.  Single  Catholic 
women  between  the  ages 
of  1  7-45  who  are  commit- 
ted to  praying  for  vocations, 
growing  in  holiness  while  in 
the  midst  of  the  world,  and 
discerning  the  call  of  Christ 
are  invited  to  the  Vocations 
Prayer  Group  for  Women. 
Thursday  evening  meetings 
will  begin  in  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  with  Adoration 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
at  7  pm  followed  by  Bene- 
diction. At  8  pm  the  group 
will  move  to  the  Office  of 
Vocations  for  fellowship  and 
discussions.  Meetings  should 
end  by  9  pm.  Next  group 
on  August  1 9.  Contact  Fr. 
Ned  Shlesinger,  vocations® 
raldioc.org. 

Natural  Family  Planning 
Mass  and  Picnic,  July  31 , 
1  1  a.m.  -  1 :30  p.m.  at  St. 
Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic 
Church,  520  West  Hold- 
ing Avenue,  Wake  Forest, 
NC  27587.  Fr.  Phillip  Tighe 
will  celebrate  Mass  honor- 
ing Natural  Family  Planning 
Awareness  Week.  All  NFP 
teachers  and  promoters  are 
invited  along  with  couples 
practicing  NFP  or  those  inter- 
ested in  learning  more  about 
NFP.  For  more  information 
contact  Allison  Dooley  at 
NFP@raldioc.org 

Marriage  Encounter  Week- 
end, August  1 3,  6  p.m.  - 
August  1  5,  2  p.m.  Marriage 
Encounter  is  a  weekend  that 
helps  couples  focus  on  their 
relationship.  Couples  are 
encouraged  to  give  their  rela- 


tionship the  gift  of  a  Marriage 
Encounter.  Contact  Dean 
and  Vicki  Spriegel  at  dean. 
vickis@gmail.com. 

1 5th  Annual  Catholic 
Adult  Singles'  Beach 
Retreat  -  "Encountering 
God".  August  13-15, 
Trinity  Retreat  Center,  Salter 
Path,  N.C.  Are  you  Single/ 
single  again?  Interested  in 
making  friends  with  oth- 
ers who  think  spirituality  is 
important?  Looking  for  a 
chance  to  get  away  and  re- 
charge? Please  join  us  along 
with  Single/single  again 
Catholics  for  a  weekend  of 
sun,  prayer,  renewal  and 
relaxation.  Program  begins 
at  9  p.m.  Friday  and  ends  at 
noon  on  Sunday.  Registration 
forms  are  available  at  your 
parish  office.  Registration 
deadline  is  July  28,  2010. 
Prices  range  from  $1  55  to 
$235  per  person  depen- 
dent upon  room  occupancy. 
Price  includes  room  ac- 
commodations, meals  and 
all  retreat  materials.  For 
more  information,  please 
visit  http://www.singlesingle- 
again.com/  or  contact  Celia 
Keator  at  91 9.267.4759  or 
mai  Ito  :ckeator@  no  rr.com . 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  August  21,9  a.m. 
-  1  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  219  Edenton 
Street,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27603. 
Adult  Catholic  men  between 
the  ages  of  1  7-48  discerning 
a  possible  call  to  Priesthood 
are  invited  to  the  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group  meetings 
held  on  the  third  Saturday  of 
each  month.  If  you  are  just 
beginning  to  contemplate  a 
vocation  or  are  more  serious 
about  a  call  to  priesthood 
please  consider  attending  this 
group.  The  Priesthood  Dis- 
cernment Group  provides  a 


Upcoming  events 
at  Avila  Retreat 
Center 

7  1  1  Mason  Road, 
Durham.  2771  2.  To 
register  or  for  more 
information,  call 
919.477.1  285. 


►►  Weekend  for 

Engaged  Couples,  July  16-18,  Fri.  7  p.m.  - 
Sunday  noon.  Contact  Linda  Bedo,  Director, 
Marriage  and  Family  Ministry,  Diocese  of  Raleigh, 
919.821.9753. 

►►  Thomas  Merton:  An  Introductory  Work- 
shop. July  23-25,  Fri.  7  p.m.  -  Sunday  1  1  a.m. 
Thomas  Merton  is  distinguished  among  contem- 
porary spiritual  writers  by  the  depth  and  substance 
of  his  thinking.  For  many  he  is  a  spiritual  guide. 
His  writings  invite  people  into  deep  places  within 
themselves  and  offer  insight  into  the  paradoxes  of 
life.  In  this  workshop  we  will  view  a  film  biography, 
explore  some  of  his  insights  into  the  spirituality  of 
contemplative  living,  explore  his  Catholic  world- 
view  as  it  affected  social  justice  and  see  how  his 
search  for  God  led  him  to  the  East.  There  will  be 
an  opportunity  for  small  and  large  group  discus- 
sions to  share  our  own  insights,  as  well  as  time 
for  individual  reflection.  Presenter:  Fr.  Bill  Petro 
is  a  retird  priest  from  the  Diocese  of  Wheeling- 
Charleston  W.V  His  years  of  ministry  have  been 
mostly  in  parishes,  with  several  years  in  campus 
ministry  and  spiritual  direction.  He  received  his 
certificate  in  Spiritual  direction  from  the  West 
Virginia  Institute  for  Spirituality,  where  he  is  also 
on  staff  as  teacher  and  supervisor  in  the  training 
program.  Donation:  $130. 

►►  Charismatic  Retreat.  Theme:  The  Post- 
Charismatic  Experience.  August  13-15,  Friday  7 
p.m.  -  Sunday  noon.    Many  of  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  Renewal  have  left  us.  Where  did 
they  go?  Not  all  have  left  Jesus  behind.  Some 
are  following  Jesus  in  other  areas:  parish  minis- 
try, teaching  and  formation,  lay  ministry,  ordained 
ministry,  religious  life  and  so  forth.  But  the  Re- 
newal made  it  all  possible.  Where  is  life  after  the 
Renewal?  Presenter:  Fr.  David  Lupo,  a  priest  of 
the  Congregation  of  the  Sacred  Hearts  of  Jesus 
and  Mary,  ministers  at  Sacred  Hearts  Retreat 
Center  in  Wareham,  Mass.  Donation:  $130. 


fraternal  environment  in  which 
to  discuss  your  discernment 
of  a  possible  call  to  Priest- 
hood with  other  men  who 
are  also  examining  the  call. 
The  group  discusses  issues 
central  to  the  call  and  does  so 
within  the  context  of  prayer, 
presentations,  and  discus- 
sion. The  morning  begins  with 
Mass.  Coffee  and  doughnuts 
will  be  available  in  the  Office 
of  Vocations  (two  doors  down 
from  the  Cathedral)  after 
Mass.  Morning  Prayer,  a 
discussion/presentation  about 
discernment/ Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch  fol- 
low. Next  Discernment  group 
September  1 8.  For  more 
information  contact  the  Voca- 
tions Office,  91 9.832.6279. 

Respect  Life  Seminar, 

August  21,  9:30  a.m.  - 
2:00  p.m.  at  the  Fallon  Cen- 
ter, Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Catholic  Church,  2710 
Overbrook  Drive,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27608.  The  Diocesan 
Respect  Life  office  presents 
its  annual  seminar  for  parish 
Respect  Life  leaders.  The 
Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  will  celebrate 
Mass  at  1 1 :00  a.m.  The  day 
will  also  include  workshops 
and  lunch.  Contact  Sister 
Joan  Jurski  for  more  infor- 
mation, 919.821.9751  or 
Jurski@raldioc.org. 

Mass  for  Homeschoolers, 

September  1 8,  1 0  a.m. 


at  St.  Catherine  of  Siena 
Catholic  Church,  520  West 
Holding  Avenue,  Wake 
Forest,  NC  27587. 

Quo  Vadis  Group,  Sep- 
tember 21,7  p.m.  -  9  p.m. 
at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
in  Raleigh.  High  school  aged 
boys  are  invited  to  attend 
the  Quo  Vadis  Group,  which 
meets  once  a  month,  usually 
on  a  Tuesday  evening.  Quo 
Vadis  provides  a  frater- 
nal environment  and  an 
opportunity  to  gather  for 
fellowship,  prayer  and  a 
discussion  on  discernment 
and  vocations.  Dinner  is 
provided.  Please  contact 
the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  more  information  at 
919.832.6279 

AAMEN  Chapter  of  St. 
Joseph  Church  in  Ra- 
leigh will  again  host  the 
St.  Joseph's  Gospel  Choir 
from  Alexandria,  Va.,  in  a 
benefit  concert  on  Saturday, 
July  24,  at  5:00  p.m.  at  St. 
Joseph's  Catholic  Church, 
2817  Poole  Road,  Raleigh, 
NC.  "Singing  for  Scholars" 
is  an  annual  benefit  concert 
for  foster  children  of  Wake 
County.  The  admission  is 
simply  school  supplies.  Book 
bags  are  a  much  needed 
item.  Monetary  donations 
are  also  welcome.  Please 
contact  Adriene  Gamble  - 
919.  832.2387  or  Liz 
Chance  -  919.872.2917. 


www.Diocese 
ofRaleigh.org 

Visit  your 
*■*  Diocesan  Web 
site  frequently  for 
current  stories, 
homilies  and  events. 


Please  pray  for  these  deceased 
priests  during  the  upcoming  months 


July 

Msgr.  Francis  J.  Murphy,  1998  Rev.  John  G.  Parish,  2007 

Rev.  James  Joseph  Noonan,  MS  1985    Most  Rev.  Leo  Haid,  O.S.B.  1924 


Rev.  James  A.  Mobbs,  1993 
Rev.  H.  Charles  Mulholland,  2001 


August 

Rev.  William  S.  0' Byrne.  1946 
Rev.  Joseph  J.  Toner,  O.S.F.S.,  1995 
Msgr.  Dennis  A.  Lynch,  1968 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  Williams,  1969 
Rev.  Thomas  F.  Carney,  1969 


Rev.  Msgr.  Peter  M.  Denges,  1985 


Msgr.  Felix  R.  Kelaher,  1998 
Rev.  Henry  J.  Becker,  1992 
Rev.  William  Kuder,  1960 
Deacon  Richard  Phillips,  2004 
Rev.  William  C.  Frost,  1983 


September 

Rev.  William  J.  Dillon,  1941 

Msgr.  Francis  K.  O'Brien,  1988 

Rev.  Thomas  F.  Price,  1919 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Colgan,  1968 

Rev.  James  H.  King,  1978 

Msgr.  Arthur  R.  Freeman,  PA.,  V.G.,1962 


Msgr.  John  A.  Brown,  1986 
Rev.  Patrick  Gallagher,  1983 
Rev.  Louis  E.  Morton,  1986 
Msgr.  Hugh  Dolan,  1981 
Msgr.  P.J.  Doherty,  1941 


Knights  of  Columbus 


North  Carolina  State  Council 


■■BHaMHjjj^H 


16*h  Annual  5K 
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To  benefit 


LIFE  CONFERENCE:  Uniting  people  of  all  faiths  to  join  in  the 
ongoing  battle  for  LIFE  through  EDUCATION. 

40  DAYS  FOR  LIFE:  Accessing  God's  power  through  PRAYER, 
fasting  and  peaceful  vigil  to  end  abortion  in  America. 

STREET  SAMARITANS  AND  GOSPEL  MINISTRY:  Called  to 
ACTION  through  faith  to  stand  up  and  fight  to  save  the  next  unborn 
child. 

Wake  Med  Soccer  Park,  210  Soccer  Park  Drive,  Cary,  NC 
Saturday,  August  28,  2010 
1  Mile  Fun  Run/Walk:  8:00  am 

Register  to  RUN:  www.raleighrunforlife.org 

Donations:  919.815.1369  |  919.815.3237  |  blk4jmj@juno.com 


All  things  ar 
possible  with  Go 

St.  Ann,  Fayetteville 


M 


uch  of  the  71 -year  history  of  St.  Ann  Parish  in 
Fayetteville  can  be  read  in  twelve  stained  glass 
windows  in  what  is  now  the  "morning  chapel" 
but  was  the  main  church  from  1940  to  2003. 


The  window  dedi- 
cated to  the  Afri- 
can martyr 
St.  Charles 
Lwanga 

proclaims  that  St.  Ann  began  as 
a  black  parish.  In  1934,  three 
African  American  families  began 
meeting  to  discuss  the  situation 
at  the  local  church,  St.  Patrick, 
where  a  black  and  gold  sign  read- 
ing "Colored  Catholics  Sit  Here" 
told  blacks  where  they  could 
-  and  could  not  -  worship.  The 
group  grew,  and  in  1939  decided 
to  form  its  own  parish. 
Another  window  is  dedicated  to 
St.  Jude,  "saint  of  the  impossible," 
whom  the  group  took  as  their 
patron.  Pictured  in  the  St.  Jude  win- 
dow are  an  old-style  barber  pole, 
hair  scissors  and  a  comb  and  hand- 
powered  clippers.  In  1939,  Frank- 
lin McKay,  a  barber  and  member 
of  the  group,  offered  his  shop  as  a 


St.  Ann, 
Fayetteville 

365  North  Cool 
Spring  Street 
Fayetteville,  NC 
28301-5137 

910.483.3216 


church.  With 
the  permis- 
'  sion  of  Bishop 
Eugene  J. 
McGuinness,  the 
group  worshipped 
in  Macks  Barber  Shop  from 
"  1939-40. 
On  the  feast  of  St.  Jude  in  1939, 
the  group  also  got  a  pastor,  Fr. 
William  Ryan,  O.M.I.  (Oblates  of 
Mary  Immaculate),  from  Boston, 
Mass.  The  Oblates  would  serve 
the  parish  until  1994.  And  it  was 
the  death  of  a  young  Oblate  priest 
in  Boston  that  led  to  the  parish 
getting  a  church.  On  learning  of 
the  sad  event,  the  congregation 
raised  money  for  a  memorial.  But 
the  Bishop  of  Boston  returned  the 
money  to  Bishop  McGuinness, 
who  directed  it  to  the  building  of  a 
new  church.  When  the  church  was 
dedicated  in  1940,  the  parish  was 
named  St.  Ann  after  the  departed 


priests  parish  in  Massachusetts. 

By  the  1950s,  St.  Ann  needed  a 
school.  It  was  expected  that  black 
children  would  attend  St.  Ann, 
while  white  children  would  attend 
St.  Patrick.  But  St.  Patrick  was  full, 
and  there  were  plenty  of  whites 
who  wanted  a  Catholic  education 
for  their  children.  So  they  came  to 
St.  Ann,  making  it  when  it  opened 
in  1956  one  of  the  first  integrated 
schools  in  North  Carolina.  Sisters  of 
Providence  were  the  first  to  serve  in 
the  school,  followed  by  the  Daugh- 
ters of  Charity,  who  served  until  two 
years  ago. 

More  than  a  half  century  later, 
after  two  expansions,  St.  Ann's 
pre-K-8  school  is  going  strong, 
with  180  students  and  an  alumna 
as  its  principal.  The  1940  church 
with  its  instructive  windows  is 
now  chapel  to  a  beautiful,  light- 
filled  church  building  that  accom- 
modates 500.  Notable  among  the 
parish's  many  outreach  efforts  is 
the  St.  Ann  Neighborhood  Youth 
Center,  where  30-50  public  school 
students  are  bused  in  Monday 
through  Thursday  afternoons  for 
academic  tutoring.  The  students 
are  also  fed  and  bused  back  to 
their  homes  afterwards.  There  is  no 
charge  to  the  students;  the  program 
depends  on  donations.  St.  Anns 
middle  school  students  learn  ser- 
vice by  donating  time  to  the  center. 

Fr.  Thomas  Malloy  O.S.FS.,  in  his 
tenth  year  as  Pastor,  characterizes 
his  parish  as  "welcoming."  The  par- 
ish is  also  multicultural:  Fr.  Malloy 
said  there  are  some  55  different 
ethnic  groups  among  St.  Ann's 
450  families.  Many  parishioners 
are  members  of  the  military  from 
nearby  Ft.  Bragg. 

Thriving  and  vibrant,  the  church 
initiated  under  the  patronage  of  the 
"saint  of  the  impossible"  is  now  an- 
ticipating its  Diamond  Jubilee . 
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Harold  and  jean  Luppens 


The  Overlook 
at  Pine  Knoll 


//  Living  in  a  Catholic-based 

community  has  always  been  very  important 
to  us.  Having  a  chapel  that  offers  daily  Mass 
in  the  same  building  as  our  apartment  is  a 
blessing.  We  can  simply  go  downstairs  to 
receive  the  Holy  Eucharist  daily.  It  is  a  specia 
gift  to  have  it  all  here  at  Pine  Knoll. " 

//We  had  done  our  research  touring  eight 
other  communities,  but  the  moment  we 
entered  the  front  gates  at  Belle  Meade  we 
thought,  'Wow!  This  is  it!'  The  fact  that 
Belle  Meade  is  also  a  Catholic-based  com- 
munity was  an  unexpected  bonus.  We  have 
everything  we  could  want  at  Belle  Meade. 
We  can  be  as  busy  or  as  idle  as  we  wish.^ 


CUM/, 
aJirurUUtih 
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For  more  information  about  continuing  care 
retirement  living  at  Pine  Knoll  or  Belle  Meade, 
call  910.246.1008  or  800.343.7463 


Belle  Meade 
clubhouse 


ST.  JOSEPH  of  the  PINES 


Dick  and  Pat  Hoskins 


BELLE  MEADE 


PINE  KNOLL 


t=J 


Camp  Easter  Road        590  Central  Drive 
Southern  Pines,  NC 


St.  Joseph  of  the  Pines  is  the  leading  provider  of  senior  living 
Nationally       anc^  health  services  serving  the  Sandhills  region  since  1 948. 


www.sjp.org 
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The  Sacred Liturgy: 

Proclaiming,  Celebrating  and  Witnessing 
to  the  Mystery  of  Christ 

Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School 
1401  Edwards  Mill  Road,  Raleigh,  NC  27607 

A  WIDE  VARIETY  OF  SPEAKERS  AND  WORKSHOPS 
TO  CHOOSE  FROM  THROUGHOUT  THE  DAY. 


Keynote  Speaker  &  Principal  Celebrant: 

The  Most  Reverend  Wilton  D.  Gregory,  Archbishop  of  Atlanta 
Keynote  Speaker  in  Spanish: 

Sister  Doris  Torek,  S.S.N.D.,  Secretariat  of  Divine  Worship, 

United  States  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 
Principal  Concelebrant  &  Homilist: 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh 

To  Register:  Registration  brochures  are  available  in  your  parish  or 
you  can  visit  our  website:  www.dioceseofraleigh.org 


The  Day's  Schedule: 

8:30  am  -  Registration  &  Hospitality 

9:30  am  -  Opening  Prayer  followed  by  Keynote  Addresses, 

Lunch  and  Workshops 
4:30  pm  -  Mass  for  the  29th  Sunday  in  Ordinary  Time 

The  day  includes  tracks  for: 

-All  the  Faithful— 
— Youth  and  Youth  Ministers — 
— Hispanic  Ministry — 
— Music  Ministry— 
-RCIA  Catechumens  and  Candidates- 
Something  for  everyone! 

$40  Individual  *  $35  Groups  of  5  or  more 
$30  High  School  Youth  ♦  $50  Day  of  Convocation 


THE  MAGAZINE 
OF  THE  CATHOLIC 
HURCH  IN  EASTERN 
NORTH  CAROLINA 


Catholics  in  local 
college  athletics  find 
strength  in  their  beliefs 


Helping  Our  Children 

to  "Know  Jesus  Better  and  Better" 


At  his  first  World  Youth  Day  as  the  new  Holy  Father,  Pope  Benedict  XVI 
reminded  young  people  and  all  of  us  that  our  highest  priority  must  be  that 
of  "getting  to  know  Jesus  better  and  better."  As  a  new  academic  year  begins 
for  so  many  of  our  young  people,  we  pray  they  will  experience  abundant 
blessings  as  they  pursue  their  studies  and  avail  themselves  of  the  countless  experiences 
that  will  be  offered  to  them.  At  the  same  time,  we  are  reminded  that  our  highest  priority 
is  helping  our  students  in  their  quest  for  the  Truth,  who  is  Jesus  Christ,  so  they  will  "get 
to  know  Him  better  and  better."  This  responsibility  of  course,  begins  with  you,  dear 
parents.  You  are  the  first  teachers  of  your  children  in  the  ways  of  faith.  Thank  you  for 
your  faithfulness  to  this  beautiful  vocation. 


More  than  ever,  in  a  world  in  which  so  many  untruths 
and  conflicting  messages  are  sent  daily  to  our  young 
people,  parents  need  assistance  and  support  in  helping 
their  children  to  know,  to  love  and  to  serve  Jesus.  That  is 
the  reason  our  Catholic  Schools  exist.  They  provide  the 
opportunity  each  and  every  day  for  students  to  pray,  to 
meditate  upon  Sacred  Scripture,  to  study  the  Catholic  faith 
and  to  celebrate  the  Sacraments.  Tremendous  gratitude 
is  expressed  to  you,  dear  parents,  for  the  sacrifices  you 
make  to  provide  your  students  with  this  experience.  I 
assure  you  of  my  ongoing  support  of  the  Catholic  Schools 
in  our  Diocese,  of  which  I  am  so  very  proud.  (With  great 
joy,  this  also  includes  our  newest  school  in  Greenville, 
Pope  John  Paul  II  Catholic  High  School.)  Deep  thanks  is 
also  expressed  to  our  pastors  and  Catholic  educators  for 
their  commitment  to  make  our  schools  strong  in  Catholic 
identity  and  vibrant  in  faith,  as  well  as  known  for  their 
commitment  to  excellence  in  education. 

Another  great  source  of  pride  in  our  Diocese  is 
the  parish  faith  formation  programs  that  also  provide 
tremendous  assistance  to  our  parents  in  helping  their 
children  grow  in  their  Catholic  faith.  These  programs  can 
only  exist  with  the  support  of  our  pastors  and  the  many 
lay  directors,  leaders,  catechists  and  volunteers  who 
generously  offer  their  dedicated  service.  I  join  our  parents 
in  expressing  profound  thanks  to  all  of  you. 

I  also  recognize  our  parents  who  home  school  their 
children.  You  reflect  great  commitment  to  your  vocation  as 
the  first  teachers  of  your  children.  Know  that  the  Diocese  will 
continue  to  seek  new  and  creative  ways  to  partner  with  you. 

What  must  always  be  at  the  heart  of  our  Catholic 
Schools  and  faith  formation  programs?  First,  we  must 
teach  our  children  how  to  pray  so  that  they  may  grow  in 
their  intimate  relationship  with  the  Lord.  This  relationship 
must  be  fostered  and  nurtured  as  we  lead  them  to  a 
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deeper  love  and  reverence  for  Jesus  in  the  precious  gift 
of  the  Holy  Eucharist.  We  must  give  them  a  love  for  the 
Word  of  God  and  encourage  them  to  allow  the  Word  to 
guide  and  enlighten  them  in  all  their  decisions.  We  must 
give  them  "substance"— true  knowledge  of  our  Catholic 
faith  and  the  teachings  of  the  Church  so  they  can  clearly 
articulate  and  share  them  with  others.  Finally,  we  must 
provide  them  with  opportunities  to  live  their  faith  and  show 
their  love  for  Jesus  in  acts  of  service  and,  especially,  in 
outreach  to  those  in  our  midst  who  are  most  in  need.  This 
service,  of  course,  is  rooted  in  the  convictions  that  all  life  is 
sacred,  that  the  dignity  of  each  and  every  person  must  be 
respected  and  that  we  must  strive  daily  to  live  as  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ,  as  members  of  God's  holy  family. 

In  light  of  the  essential  need  to  provide  our  students 
with  "substance"  as  they  strive  to  learn  their  faith,  I  am 
very  proud  to  state  that  the  Religion  Curriculum  and 
Guidelines  for  our  Catholic  Schools  and  parish  faith 
formation  programs  have  recently  been  reviewed,  revised 
and  strengthened.  These  initiatives  reflect  hard  work  from 
outstanding,  dedicated  committee  members,  to  whom 
I  am  most  grateful.  Their  expertise  and  wisdom  helped 
to  produce  a  sound  curriculum  and  detailed  guidelines 
which  will  be  invaluable  resources  to  parents  and  Catholic 
educators.  The  Curriculum  and  Guidelines  can  be  found 
on  the  Diocesan  website  at  the  link  for  either  Catholic 
Formation  and  Evangelization  or  Catholic  Schools. 

We  all  love  our  children.  We  seek  to  provide  them  with 
all  they  need  to  grow  at  every  level  of  formation.  Yet,  there 
is  no  greater  gift  we  can  give  them  than  to  help  them  to 
know  Jesus  "better  and  better"  for  He  is  the  Way,  the 
Truth  and  the  Life!  As  a  new  academic  year  begins,  may 
all  of  us,  especially  you,  dear  parents,  be  renewed  in  that 
commitment.  Know  that  we  as  a  Diocese  are  here  to  assist 
you  in  every  way  possible! 


Liturgical  Calendar:  St.  Gregory  the  Great,  pope  and  doctor  of  the 
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►►  Haiti.  cDonde 
estaba  Dios? 

-  Padre  Ronald  Rolheiser,  0:M.I 


►►  Ayudando  A  ►►  Formados  en  la  Fe 

Nuestros  Hijos  "Conocer  Atleticos  Universitarios 

a  Jesus  cada  vez  "Mejor  locales  Catolicos 

y  Mejor"  encuentran  fortaleza  en 

-  Obispo  Michael  E  Burbidge  SUS  CreenCiaS 


3  |  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  Sept.  8  |  St.  Peter  Claver,  priest  Sept.  9  |  St.  John  Chrysostom,  martyr  Sept.  1 3  |  Feast  of  the  Exaltation  of  the  Holy  Cross  Sept  1 4 


Bishop  F.  Joseph  Gossman 
Recuperating, 

Prayers  Appreciated 
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Bishop  Gossman,  who  suffered  a  cerebral  hemorrhage  in  July,  is  in  the  process  of 
recuperation  and  rehabilitation  at  St.  Joseph  of  the  Pines  in  Southern  Pines,  NC.  "Bishop 
Gossman  is  comforted  in  knowing  of  the  many  prayers  being  offered  on  his  behalf  throughout 
our  Diocese,"  said  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge.  "As  always,  he  remains  for  us  a  wonderful 
example  of  faith  and  trust  in  Our  Lord  Jesus  and  in  His  abiding  presence." 


►►  Cards  and  written  expressions  of  prayerful  support  for  Bishop  Gossman  may 
be  sent  to  him  in  care  of  the  Diocese:  Bishop  F.  Joseph  Gossman,  Diocese  of  Raleigh, 
715  Nazareth  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27606. 


New  Religion  Curriculum 
Approved  by  Bishop 

On  July  15,  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael  E 
Burbidge  approved 
a  new  K-8  Religion 
Curriculum  for  Catholic  schools 
and  parish  faith  formation  programs 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The 
Curriculum  replaces  the  Guidelines 
for  Catechesis,  published  in  June 
1999,  and  is  a  response  to  the 
Diocesan  Pastoral  Plan,  which  calls 
for  a  renewed  focus  on  Formation 
and  Sacramental  Practice.  The 
Curriculum  will  be  implemented  for 
the  2010-2011  school  year. 

The  Curriculum  was  developed  by  a  core 
committee  and  reviewed  by  thirty-one  people 
including  priests,  deacons,  deanery  coordinators, 
principals,  religion  coordinators,  teachers  and 
catechists  from  across  the  Diocese. 

In  promulgating  the  revised  curriculum, 
Bishop  Burbidge  stated,  "I  am  most  grateful  to 
all  those  who  offered  their  expertise  and  talent 
in  producing  this  substantial  document.  I  am 
confident  it  will  be  a  valuable  and  rich  resource 
for  our  parents  and  those  who  assist  them  in  the 
formation  of  their  children  in  the  way  of  the  Faith." 

Mrs.  Rosalie  Innacelli,  Assistant 


Superintendent  of  Schools  for  the  Diocese, 
said,  "The  goal  of  the  revision  was  to  develop 
a  religion  framework  for  parish-based  faith 
formation  programs  and  Catholic  schools  to 
enable  students  to  articulate  what  they  have 
been  taught  about  the  Catholic  faith." 

Sister  Rose  Marie  Adams,  IHM,  Director  of  the 
Diocesan  Office  of  Evangelization  and  Catechesis, 
called  catechesis  a  responsibility  of  the  entire 
faith  community.  "This  mission  of  teaching  and 
forming  children  and  adults  in  the  faith  is  entrusted 
to  every  baptized  Catholic,"  she  said.  "With  this 
new  religion  Curriculum,  we  especially  invite  every 
parent  to  renew  their  commitment  to  teach  the 
faith  with  renewed  zeal  and  enthusiasm." 

"This  Curriculum  will  assist  all  students 
to  grow  in  an  understanding  of  their  faith  as 
Roman  Catholics  and  deepen  their  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ,"  said  Mrs.  Innacelli.  "It  is 
rooted  in  the  six  fundamental  tasks  of  catechesis 
outlined  in  the  National  Directory  of  Catechesis, 
#  20:  Knowledge  of  Faith,  Liturgical  Education, 
Moral  Education,  Teaching  to  Pray,  Education 
for  Community  Life,  and  Missionary  Tradition. 
Related  Scripture  passages  and  references 
from  the  Catechism  of  the  Catholic  Church 
(CCC)  will  provide  the  teachers  and  catechists 
background  knowledge  and  a  deeper 
comprehension  of  the  content." 

Pastors,  Parish  Administrators,  Principals, 
and  Deanery  Coordinators  received  a  hard 
copy  of  the  revision  on  August  6.  It  is  also 
available  to  all  on  the  Diocesan  website 
at  www.dioceseofraleigh.org/docs/ 
schools/curriculum/ReligionCurriculum. 
pdf.  Formation  for  teachers/catechists  on 
the  six  tasks,  which  are  the  foundation  of  the 
curriculum,  are  taking  place  this  month. 
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Jacqueline  Bonk  to  Head 
Diocesan  Pro- Life  Office 


On  August  21 ,  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  announced 
the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Jacqueline  Bonk  as  Director  of  the 
newly  created  Pro-Life  Office  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
Mrs.  Bonk  is  charged  with  developing,  designing  and 
facilitating  the  implementation  of  pastoral  pro-life  activi- 
ties, as  well  as  the  education  and  invitation  of  the  faithful  to 
participate  in  protecting  the  sanctity  of  all  human  life. 

Mrs.  Bonk  is  an  Administrator  at  Wake  Technical  Com- 
munity College.  For  1  5  years  she  has  also  been  Diocesan 
Director  of  Project  Rachel,  a  healing  ministry  for  men  and 
women  who  have  chosen  abortions  in  the  past.  She  said 
the  Pro-Life  Office  will  be  involved  with  the  entire  spectrum 
of  pro-life  advocacy,  including  abortion,  embryonic  stem 
cell  research,  euthanasia  and  the  death  penalty.  "Among 
other  activities,"  she  said,  "we'll  be  providing  direction  to 
parish  pro-life  coordinators,  coordinating  Diocesan  pro-life 
events  and  working  with  the  Diocesan  Communications 
Office  to  develop  pro-life  communications. 


Mrs.  Bonk  described  herself  as  "thrilled  and  honored"  at 
the  appointment,  and  enthusiastic  about  the  work  ahead. 
She  said,  "We  will  be  communicating  the  truth,  the  truth 
of  the  Gospel  and  the  Catechism  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
which  reflect  our  teaching  of  the  fundamental  dignity  of  the 
human  person." 

Bishop  Burbidge  stated:  "I  am  pleased  to  welcome  Mrs. 
Bonk  as  the  Director  of  our  newly  created  Diocesan  Pro- 
Life  Office.  I  am  confident  she  will  bring  great  zeal  and 
direction  to  her  new  work.  I  also  express  my  gratitude  to 
Sister  Joan  Jurski,  O.S.F.  for  her  many  years  of  dedicated 
service  to  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  in  her  role  as  Director  of 
the  Office  of  Respect  Life/Peace  and  Justice. 

"The  creation  of  the  new  Diocesan  Pro-Life  Office 
will  allow  Sister  Joan  to  increase  her  efforts  in  the 
areas  of  Peace  and  Justice  and  Parish  Social  Ministry, 
with  particular  emphasis  upon  issues  such  as  immigra- 
tion, hunger,  peacemaking,  poverty,  and  homelessness. 
Likewise,  Mrs.  Bonk  will  have  the  ability  to  expand  the 
focus  of  the  important  pro-life  education  and  formation 
work  we  have  already  done  as  a  Diocese  on  issues 
such  as  abortion,  euthanasia,  embryonic  stem  cell 
research  and  the  death  penalty.  The  effect  of  this  new 
structure  thus  strengthens  the  work  both  of  the  Pro-Life 
Office  and  the  Office  of  Peace  and  Justice,  as  it  will 
allow  Mrs.  Bonk  and  Sr.  Joan  to  give  greater  attention 
to  these  important  moral  and  human  issues  and  how  in 
each  we  are  called  to  safeguard  human  life  with  love 
and  respect  at  all  times." 


Benefit  for  Life 
Gala  October  1st 

►fc-  The  8th  Annual 
Benefit  for  Life  Gala  will 
be  held  Friday  evening, 
October  1 ,  at  North  Ridge 
Country  Club  in  Raleigh. 
The  Gala  is  the  primary 
fundraiser  for  four  orga- 
nizations: The  keystone 
of  these  organizations 
is  Birthchoice,  a  crisis 
pregnancy  center  offering 
free  pregnancy  tests  and 
ultrasound.  The  Gabriel 
Project  is  a  network  of 
parish-based  ministries 
that  offer  women  who  de- 
cide to  have  their  children 
a  wide  range  of  assis- 
tance. Family  Honor  is  a 
family-based,  age-appro- 
priate education  program 
that  teaches  children  and 
their  families  the  holistic 


approach  to  sexual  integ- 
rity: body,  mind  and  soul. 
Finally,  Project  Rachel 
offers  long-awaited  healing 
and  forgiveness  to  women 
and  men  who  have  made 
decisions  to  abort  their 
children  in  the  past. 

Those  attending  the 
Gala  will  learn  more  about 
these  organizations,  and 
be  uplifted  by  their  stories. 
A  silent  auction  and  cock- 
tail hour  will  be  followed 
by  a  dessert  and  coffee 
bar.  With  the  Most  Rever- 
end Michael  F.  Burbidge 
in  attendance,  the  guest 
speaker  will  be  Reverend 
Paul  D.  Scalia,  pastor  of 
Blessed  Sacrament  Cath- 
olic Parish  in  McLean, 
Virginia.  Visit  www.bflgala. 
com,  email  bflgala@gmail. 
com  or  call  Deb  Oronzio 
at  919.280.5228. 


Update  on  Cathedral  Campus 
Feasibility  Study 

►►  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  received  a  favorable 
report  on  a  Feasibility  Study  commissioned  by  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  in  January  to  determine 
support  for  construction  of  a  Cathedral  Campus  that 
would  include  a  new  Diocesan  Cathedral,  Gathering 
Hall,  Catholic  Center  Office  Building,  as  well  as 
financial  support  for  parishes. 

The  study,  conducted  by  Graham-Pelton  Consulting, 
included  approximately  200  personal  interviews  and  an 
outstanding  return  of  more  than  800  responses  to  a  survey 
mailed  to  approximately  2500  randomly  selected  donors 
to  past  Diocesan  initiatives  throughout  the  54-county 
Diocese.  While  some  who  were  interviewed  and  completed 
the  survey  acknowledged  that  the  proposed  project  would 
require  considerable  work  and  challenges,  the  results  of 
the  study  indicates  a  high  level  of  support  for  the  Cathedral 
Campus  from  clergy,  religious  and  laity. 

After  reviewing  results  of  the  Feasibility  Study,  the 
Council  of  Priests  and  the  Diocesan  Finance  Council, 
in  separate  votes,  recommended  to  Bishop  Burbidge 
that  the  Diocese  should  proceed  with  the  next  phase  of 
the  potential  capital  campaign  project.  That  will  include 
forming  various  advisory  committees  to  deal  with  the 
many  aspects  of  the  project  and  to  develop  proposed 
policies  and  procedures.  Bishop  Burbidge  accepted  the 
recommendations  of  both  Diocesan  councils.  The  Diocese 
is  now  in  the  process  of  implementing  this  next  phase. 

Updates  on  the  status  of  the  proposed  Cathedral 
Campus  will  be  issued  at  regular  intervals. 
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Catholic  Convocation 

to  Highlight  the  Sacred  Liturgy 


atholics  seeking  inspiration, 
motivation  and  ongoing  faith 
formation  will  find  it  all  at 
this  years  annual  Catholic 
Convocation,  Saturday,  October  16  at 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  in  Raleigh. 
The  Convocation  is  titled  "The  Sacred  Liturgy: 
Proclaiming,  Celebrating  and  Witnessing  to 
the  Mystery  of  Christ." 

"The  Liturgy  forms  us  as  Catholics,"  said  Bea  Callery,  Director 
of  the  Diocesan  Office  for  Lay  Ministry  and  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Convocation.  "It  celebrates  our  beliefs  and  sends  us  on 
mission." 

While  highlighting  the  Liturgy,  this  educational  and 
inspirational  event  will  also  feature  dozens  of  sessions  to  deepen 
understanding  of  the  faith,  improve  outreach  and  ministry  in  the 
parish  and  provide  encouragement  for  all  the  faithful. 

The  Convocation  features  two  special  tracks,  or  series  of 
sessions,  for  Youth  and  Youth  Ministers  and  Music  Ministry 
and  five  special  sessions  in  Spanish.  The  day  begins  with 
registration  and  hospitality,  followed  by  the  Opening  Prayer  the 
Keynote  Addresses.  The  workshops  and  presentations  continue 
throughout  the  day,  and  lunch  s  included.  The  day  concludes 
with  Mass,  celebrated  by  the  Most  Reverend  Wilton  D.  Gregory, 
Archbishop  of  Atlanta.  The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge, 
Bishop  of  Raleigh,  will  be  the  principal  concelebrant  and  homilist. 

Keynote  Speakers 

The  Most  Reverend 
Wilton  D.  Gregory, 
Archbishop  of  Atlanta,  will 
deliver  the  Keynote  address 
in  English.  Bom  December  7, 
1947,  in  Chicago,  Archbishop 
Wilton  D.  Gregory  attended 
St.  Carthage  Grammar 
School,  where  he  converted 
to  Catholicism.  He  attended 
Quigley  Preparatory  Seminary 
South,  Niles  College  (now  St.  Josephs  College  Seminary)  of 
Loyola  University  and  St.  Mary  of  the  Lake  Seminary 

He  was  ordained  a  priest  for  the  Archdiocese  of  Chicago  on 
May  9,  1973.  Three  years  after  his  ordination  he  began  graduate 
studies  at  the  Pontifical  Liturgical  Institute  (Sant'  Anselmo)  in 
Rome.  There  he  earned  his  doctorate  in  sacred  liturgy  in  1980. 


The  Most  Reverend 
Wilton  D.  Gregory 


After  having  served  as  an  associate  pastor  of  Our  Lady  of 
Perpetual  Help  Parish  in  Glenview,  111.,  as  a  member  of  the 
faculty  of  St.  Mary  of  the  Lake  Seminary  in  Mundelein  and  as 
a  master  of  ceremonies  to  Cardinals  John  Cody  and  Joseph 
Bernardin,  he  was  ordained  an  auxiliary  Bishop  of  Chicago 
on  Dec.  13,  1983.  On  Feb.  10,  1994,  he  was  installed  as  the 
seventh  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Belleville,  111.,  where  he  served 
for  the  next  eleven  years. 

On  Dec.  9,  2004,  Pope  John  Paul  II  appointed  Bishop 
Gregory  as  the  sixth  Archbishop  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Atlanta. 
He  was  installed  on  Jan.  17,  2005.  Archbishop  Gregory  has  also 
contributed  a  leading  role  in  the  U.S.  church.  In  Nov.  2001,  he 
was  elected  President  of  the  U.S.  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 
following  three  years  as  Vice  President  under  Bishop  Joseph 
Fiorenza  of  the  Diocese  of  Galveston-Houston.  During  his  tenure 
in  office,  the  crisis  of  sex  abuse  by  Catholic  clergy  escalated,  and 
under  his  leadership,  the  Bishops  implemented  the  "Charter  for 
the  Protection  of  Children  and  Young  People." 

He  served  on  the  NCCB  Executive  and  Administrative 
Committees,  the  Administrative  Board,  the  Committee  on 
Doctrine  and  the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference  Committee  on 
International  Policy  He  previously  served  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Bishops'  Committees  on  Personnel  and  the  Third  Millennium/ 
Jubilee  Year  2000  from  1998-2001,  and  Liturgy  from  1991-93. 

Archbishop  Gregory  has  written  extensively  on  church 
issues,  including  pastoral  statements  on  the  death  penalty 
and  euthanasia/physician-assisted  suicide,  and  has  published 
numerous  articles  on  the  subject  of 
liturgy,  particularly  in  the  African- 
American  community 


Sister  Doris  Turek 


Sister  Doris  Turek,  S.S.N.D., 

will  deliver  the  Keynote  address  in 
Spanish.  Sister  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Secretariat  for  the  Liturgy  of  the  United 
States  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 
in  2002.  She  assumed  the  new  position 
of  Specialist  in  Multi-cultural  Liturgical  Issues,  in  addition  to  her 
general  responsibilities  in  the  Secretariat  in  assisting  Bishops  and 
their  Diocesan  offices  and  development  of  documentation  for  the 
BCL  and  its  Subcommittees  and  Task  Groups. 

A  School  Sister  of  Notre  Dame  for  the  past  thirty  five  years, 
Sister  Doris  holds  an  MA.  from  Arcadia  University  in  Glenside, 
Pennsylvania  and  a  J.D.  from  the  Beasley  School  of  Law  at  Temple 
University  Having  served  in  a  variety  of  Hispanic  and  liturgical 
leadership  positions  in  the  Archdiocese  of  Philadelphia,  Sister 
Doris  became  the  founding  Director  of  the  national  office  of 
the  Institutio  National  Hispano  de  Liturgta  in  Washington  D.C.  in 
1995.  She  speaks,  in  Spanish  and  English,  on  Inculturation  of  the 
Liturgy;  Liturgical  Ministries;  Liturgy  and  Culture;  Multicultural 
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Reverend  Msgr. 
Ray  East 


Liturgical  Celebrations;  Hispanic  Devotional  Practices;  and 
Developing  Liturgical  Leadership  in  Under-represented  Groups. 

The  Convocation  will  cover  a  multitude  of  topics,  from 
spirituality  to  parish  and  married  life,  to  forming  the  faith  in 
children,  global  dimensions  of  Christianity  and  discerning 
religious  vocations.  Among  the  presenters: 

►►  Dr.  Johan  van  Parys,  Director,  Liturgy  and  the  Sacred 
Arts  at  the  Basilica  of  St.  Mary  in 
Minneapolis,  MN,  will  look  at  how 
the  way  we  create  and  decorate  a 
church  building  can  truly  provide 
sacred  space  for  liturgy. 


►►Joan  Rosenhauer,  Executive 
Vice  President,  U.S.  Operations, 
Catholic  Relief  Services  will  discuss 
opportunities  available  to  help  those 
in  need  throughout  the  world 

►►  Reverend  Msgr.  Ray  East, 

Executive  Director,  Ofice  of  Black 
Catholics,  Archdiocese  of  Washington, 
DC,  will  show  how  liturgy  speaks  to 
the  heart  of  who  we  are  as  a  people. 

Dr.  Fanny  Cepeda  Pedraza, 

National  Consultant  for  Hispanic 
Catechesis  with  RCL  Benziger 
Publishing,  will  conduct  sessions  in 
Spanish  on  ways  to  involve  families  in 
faith  formation. 

And  many  more  inspiring  speakers 
and  workshops,  including: 


Responding  to  God's  Words  of  Love 

Dr.  Paul  Griffiths,  Warren  Chair  of  Catholic  Theology,  Duke 

University 

God  constantly  offers  us  words  of  love:  endearments, 
verbal  caresses,  sweet  nothings.  Liturgical  language  is, 
most  fundamentally,  our  verbal  response  to  those  divine 
endearments.  This  workshop  will  address  what  it  means  to 
think  about  liturgical  language  in  that  way  and  will  suggest 
ways  in  which  we  might  nurture  our  capacity  to  return  Gods 
words  of  love. 

The  Eucharist  and  Social  Justice 

Rev.  Dan  McLellan,  O.EM.,  Pastor,  Immaculate  Conception, 
Durham 

How  does  our  celebration  of  the  Eucharist  call  us  to  be  Christ 
to  the  world?  Catechumens  and  candidates  are  encouraged  to 
learn  how  the  social  justice  teachings  of  the  Church  relate  to  the 
mystery  of  Christ  we  celebrate  each  Sunday 
Discovering  and  Living  Your  Vocation 
Sr.  Laura  Downing,  I.H.M.,  Religion  Teacher,  Cardinal 
Gibbons  High  School;  Sr.  Marcia  L.  Hall,  OSE  Vocation 


Director,  Oblate  Sisters  of  Providence;  Rev.  Bernard  E.  (Fr. 
Ned)  Shlesinger,  III,  Vocation  Director  and  Director  of 
Seminarian  Formation,  Diocese  of  Raleigh 

God  calls  each  of  us  to  happiness  and  fullness  in  this  life. 
Come  and  hear  three  unique  vocation  stories  and  how  each 
person  responded  in  generous  service. 

•  Why  Do  We  Do  That? 

Answering  Your  Questions  About  Liturgy 

Rev.  Msgr.  Tim  O'Connor,  Pastor,  St.  Michael  the  Archangel, 

Cary 

From  the  entrance  procession  to  the  final  blessing,  the  words 
and  actions  of  the  Mass  have  special  meaning.  Come  and 
deepen  your  faith  life  through  a  better  understanding  of  our 
communal,  ritual  prayer. 

•  Journey  to  a  God-Filled  Marriage 

Mr.  Richard  &  Mrs.  Allison  Dooley,  Diocesan  Marriage  Prep 
Team 

Hear  the  compelling  story  of  one  couple  who  opened  their 
hearts  to  God.  Learn  how  this  openness  transformed  their  entire 
lives  and  brought  new  gifts  to  their  marriage. 

•  The  Devotional  Life  of  Children 

Pamela  Manz  Elsey,  Southeast  Representative,  RCL  Benziger 
Publishing 

Leam  and  share  how  to  incorporate  devotional  practices  and 
sacramentals  into  prayer  with  children  during  faith  formation 
sessions  and  at  home.  Examples  include  Eucharistic  adoration, 
the  Rosary,  litanies,  novenas,  devotions  during  Advent/Christmas 
and  Lent/Easter,  and  devotions  to  Mary  and  the  saints. 

•  The  Roman  Missal: 

Where  We've  Been  and  Where  We're  Going 

Mr.  Andrew  Casad,  Director  of  Liturgy  and  Catechumenate, 

St.  Thomas  More,  Chapel  Hill 

This  workshop  will  address  the  development  of  the  Roman 
Missal  from  an  historical  standpoint  before  turning  to  concrete 
ways  to  prepare  for  the  implementation  of  the  forthcoming 
third  edition  of  the  Roman  Missal. 

•  Path  of  Conversion,  Path  of  Prayer 

Rev.  John  G.  Durbin,  STL,  Pastor,  St.  Thomas  More, 
Chapel  Hill 

Drawing  on  the  experience  of  the  RCIA  catechumenate,  this 
workshop  will  investigate  the  roles  of  conversion  and  prayer  in 
deepening  our  faith  lives. 
"Third  Orders":  Who  Are  They?  How  Do  They  Pray?" 
Ms.  Sandra  MalkovskySecular  Carmelites;  Ms.  Barbara  Pegg,  Lay 
Dominicans;  and  Ms.  Paula  Zanker,  Third  Order  Franciscans 
Lay  people  are  also  invited  to  live  a  "religious"  life.  Learn  about 
three  different  expressions  of  living  a  "third  order"  commitment  in 
the  Church  today. 

The  registration  deadline  for  the  Catholic 
Convocation  is  September  30th.  For  a  complete 
listing  of  speakers  and  workshops,  and  to  download  the 
registration  brochure,  visit  the  Diocesan  website:  www. 
dioceseofraleigh.org  or  email  CatholicConviocation® 
raldioc.org.  To  receive  a  registration  brochure  by  mail  call 
919.645.4447. 


I 
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NC  Catholics  at  Year  for  Priests 
Closing  in  Rome 

On  June  1 1 ,  Pope  Benedict  XVI  offered  the  closing  Mass 
of  the  Year  for  Priests,  a  year  he  had  designated  to  encourage 
priests  in  "striving  for  spiritual  perfection,  on  which,  above  all,  the 
effectiveness  of  their  ministry  depends." 

Present  at  the  Mass,  along  with  some  1 7,000  priests  from 
around  the  world,  was  the  Mann  family  from  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh.  Tim  Mann,  who  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Diocesan 
Finance  Council,  was  on  a  European  vacation  with  his  wife  Kerry 
and  their  three  children.  He  said  it  was  "pure  coincidence"  that 
their  itinerary  found  them  in  Rome  on  the  day  of  the  ceremony. 

"There  were  around  35,000  people  gathered  in  St.  Peteer's 
Square,"  Tim  Mann  recalled.  "People  arrived  hours  ahead 
of  time  and  stood  in  95-degree  heat  waiting  for  the  1 0  a.m. 
Mass!'  The  Holy  Father  greeted  each  country  represented,  and 
the  people  from  those  countries  would  raise  their  flags.  Tm 
found  the  sense  of  Catholic  unity  "very  moving."  He  was  also 
impressed  that  Pope  Benedict  spoke  directly  in  his  homily  about 
the  issue  of  sexual  abuse  by  priests.  The  homily  was  received 
with  cheers. 

The  Manns'  three  children,  Natalie  (1  7),  Olivia  (14)  and 
Joseph  (11)  were  impressed  by  the  size  and  international 
character  of  the  gathering  and  by  being,  at  one  point,  just  a  few 
feet  from  the  Holy  Father.  "The  energy  was  electrifying,"  Natalie 
said,  "and  the  sense  of  global  unity  was  astounding." 

Also  in  Rome  at  the  time  of  the  ceremony  was  Fr.  Robert 
Benko,  O.F.M.  Conv,  Pastor  of  Blessed  Sacrament  Parish  in 
Burlington.  He  had  traveled  to  Italy  with  members  of  his  class  of 
Ordination  on  the  occasion  of  their  tenth  priestly  anniversaries. 
After  a  week-long  retreat  in  Assisi,  the  men  had  come  to  Rome 
for  continued  formation.  The  day  before  the  Year  for  Priests 


closing  Mass,  Fr.  Benko 
attended  a  papal  audience 
and  prayer  vigil  for  priests. 
"We  were  about  one  hundred 
feet  from  the  Pope,"  he 
recalled.  "There  was  also  an 
enthusiastic  group  of  high 
school  students  there  from 
Greenville,  S.C,  who  were 
discerning  priestly  vocations." 

Looking  back  on  the  Year 
for  Priests,  Fr.  Benko  called 
the  support  he  received 
from  the  laity  in  the  Diocese 


A  view  from  St.  Peter's  Square 
of  the  altar  at  the  Year  for 
Priests  closing  Mass. 


"very  humbling  and  affirming.  "To  hear  our  parishioners  recite 
the  Prayer  for  Priests  at  Mass  really  motivated  me  to  strive  to 
be  the  best  priest  I  can  be.  Their  expressions  of  gratitude  were 
very  encouraging."  He  also  recalled  gratefully  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  who  hosted  a  special  dinner  in  May  to  show  their 
support  for  the  priests  of  the  Diocese. 

In  a  letter  to  Diocesan  faithful  reflecting  on  the  significance 
of  the  Year,  Bishop  Burbidge  wrote,  "With  my  brother  priests,  I 
express  sincere  gratitude  for  these  and  many  other  ways  through 
which  you  express  your  great  love  for  the  Priesthood.  What 
a  powerful  reminder,  how  the  Church,  as  the  people  of  God, 
serves  together  to  exercise  the  mission  given  to  us  in  Christ. 
We  rejoice  in  knowing  that  you  love  your  priests  and  please  be 
assured  that  we  love  you! 

"Through  the  intercession  of  Mary,  Mother  of  Priests  and 
Mother  of  the  Church,"  the  Bishop  concluded,  "may  Our  Lord 
Jesus  continue  to  unfold  the  blessings  of  this  year,  guide  those 
discerning  God's  will  to  give  their  lives  in  ministry  as  His  priests, 
and  keep  you  and  your  family  always  in  His  care." 


The  night  before  the  closing  Mass,  priests  from  all  over  the 
world  attended  a  prayer  vigil  led  by  Pope  Benedict. 


St.  Mary  Parishioner  to 
Become  Trappist  Monk 

On  May  2 1 ,  Richard  Bruce  Roberts, 
a  parishioner  of  St.  Mary  Catholic 
Church  in  Wlmington,  entered  Mepkin 
Abbey  in  Moncks  Comer,  S.C,  where 
he  hopes  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  as 


a  Trappist  monk.  Richard  was  bom  in 
Rocky  Mount,  NC,  on  May  1 3,  1 956. 
His  dad  was  an  insurance  salesman,  and 
his  mom  was  a  lab  tech  and  homemaker. 
He  has  two  brothers,  Cash  (a  journal- 
ist) and  Robbie  (an  electrical  contractor 
in  Wlmington),  and  a  sister  Ann  who  is 
a  secretary  and  homemaker.  Richard 


has  worked  as  a  crane  operator.  His 
hobbies  include  hiking,  camping,  fishing, 
and  woodworking.  Richard  had  visited 
Mepkin  Abbey  many  times  since  1997. 

Richard  will  be  called  a  "monastic 
guest"  for  1  -3  months,  then  receive  a 
blue  smock.  Later,  if  all  goes  well,  he  will 
enter  his  postulancy  and  then  novitiate. 
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Diocesan  Seminarians 
Visit  Honduras 


On  July  13,  Fr. 
Ned  Shlesinger, 
Diocesan  Direc- 
tor of  Vocations, 
traveled  with  three  seminar- 
ians to  Honduras.  The  group 
spent  14  days  there,  visit- 
ing the  people,  parishes  and 
clergy  and  Religious,  in  order 
to  expose  the  seminarians  to 
a  missionary  experience  in 
a  Hispanic  culture.  "There's 
more  to  Hispanic  ministry 
than  speaking  the  language," 
Fr  Ned  said.  "Its  important 
to  understand  the  culture 
Hispanics  come  from,  and  the 
way  they  experience  Church." 

One  of  the  seminarians  on  the  trip, 
Ian  VanHeusen,  shared  the  following 
reflection  on  his  experience: 

'"How  beautiful!'  the  woman  repeated 
in  Spanish  as  Father  Shlesinger  said  the 
Rite  of  the  Anointing  of  the  Sick.  The 
floor  of  her  house  was  dirt,  and  her  house 
consisted  of  one  room  that  was  shared 
by  several  generations  of  the  family.  Next 
door,  her  daughter  prepared  food  for  the 
day  over  a  wood  stove.  Amongst  the  dirt 
and  plant  life  of  her  front  yard,  children 
and  livestock  mingled,  the  former  graz- 
ing amongst  the  children's  games.  The 
faith  and  the  simple  joy  of  this  woman 
who  seemed  delighted  at  the  presence 
of  the  priest  in  her  midst  was  a  powerful 
reminder  of  why  I  am  in  seminary 

"The  priest  is  the  only  one  who  can 
bring  Jesus  to  the  people  through  the 
sacraments.  Sure,  we  can  comfort  our 
neighbors  with  kind  words,  we  can 
share  our  daily  bread,  but  it  is  only  the 
priest  who  brings  the  healing  power  of 
the  sacraments.  This  was  the  main  thing 


I  witnessed  in  Honduras.  Time  and  time 
again,  I  was  overcome  by  the  way  Father 
Shlesinger's  presence  as  a  priest  brought 
hope  to  each  place  we  visited.  It  was 
not  about  his  personality  or  his  talents, 
merely  the  fact  of  what  he  was. 

"Several  times  while  we  were  in 
Honduras,  we  visited  the  Missionaries  of 
Charity  -  Mother  Teresa's  Sisters  -  and 
one  of  them  expressed  this  hope  elo- 
quently: Thank  you  for  bringing  Jesus.' 
These  humble  Sisters,  whose  lives  are 
focused  on  the  sacraments,  bring  hope 
to  hundreds  of  the  poor  who  are  on  the 
margins  of  society  But  they  also  needed 
to  be  fed,  and  that  is  what  a  priest  can 
do  through  the  sacraments. 

"We  also  spent  much  time  with  the 
Franciscan  Friars  of  the  Renewal,  with 
whom  we  prayed  daily  and  took  our 
meals.  Their  joy  and  fraternity,  centered 
on  working  with  the  poor,  was  refreshing 
for  us,  especially  after  our  visits  to  par- 
ishes and  our  mission  trip  to  the  moun- 
tains. We  also  worked  with  the  Missionar- 
ies of  Christ,  a  wonderful  lay  organization 
dedicated  to  evangelizing  the  Honduran 
people. 

"It  was  with  them  that  we  spent  the 
most  memorable  part  of  the  trip,  our  five 
days  in  the  mountains.  In  each  town  we 
visited,  the  people  flocked  to  the  church, 


for  they  are  accustomed  to  receiving  the 
sacraments  only  once  a  month.  The  joy 
with  which  they  lined  up  for  confession 
and  participated  in  the  Mass  was  truly 
moving.  Father  Ned  would  spend  hours 
at  each  parish  hearing  confessions  and 
anointing  the  sick,  while  the  Missionar- 
ies of  Christ,  with  Ramon  Garcia,  Don 
Maloney  and  me  would  do  catechesis. 
To  witness  the  faith  of  these  people  who 
struggle  so  much  really  challenged  me  to 
fall  in  love  with  the  Lord  all  over  again. 

"One  experience  in  the  mountains 
was  especially  moving  for  me.  We 
visited  a  small,  two  room  house  similar 
to  the  one  mentioned  earlier.  An  older 
woman  (she  was  at  least  in  her  eight- 
ies) seemed  to  be  busy  cleaning  and 
preparing  the  food  for  the  day.  We 
were  surprised  that  the  local  del- 
egate thought  Father  should  visit  this 
woman,  because  she  didn't  seem  sick  at 
all.  As  we  entered,  she  beamed  with  joy 
at  seeing  Father,  and  graciously  ushered 
us  to  the  only  chairs  that  were  in  the 
room.  As  we  entered,  Father  asked  her 
in  Spanish,  What  part  of  your  body  is 
hurting?'  With  a  big  smile  and  a  little 
chuckle,  she  replied,  'Everything.' 

"In  her  eyes  and  smile  I  saw  the  joy 
that  comes  not  from  worldly  things,  but 
from  embracing  the  Cross." 


Red  Mass,  White  Mass 
Scheduled  for  October 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  is  honored  to  welcome  the 
Most  Reverend  Donald  W.  Wuerl, 
Archbishop  of  Washington,  who  will 
serve  as  the  Principal  Celebrant  and 
Homilist  for  the  annual  Red  Mass  at 
noon  on  Friday,  October  8th  at  Sa- 
cred Heart  Cathedral  in  Raleigh.  The 


Red  Mass 
recognizes 
men  and 
women  who 
work  in  the  le- 
gal profession 
and  govern- 
ment officials. 
The  Red 

Mass  gets  its  name  from  the  color  of 
the  vestments  worn  by  the  Bishop  and 


those  concelebrating  the  Mass,  with 
red  symbolizing  the  Holy  Spirit. 

On  October  1 8th,  7  p.m.  at  St. 
Thomas  More  Catholic  Church  in  Cha- 
pel Hill,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  will  celebrate  the  White 
Mass  to  recognize  doctors,  nurses  and 
all  who  care  for  the  sick  and  infirm  and 
those  who  provide  pastoral  care. 

All  the  faithful  are  invited  to  attend 
both  Masses. 


Teresa 
Aldahondo 
Retires 

•v  Mrs.  Teresa 
Aldahondo, 
Consultant  to  the 
Diocesan  Office 
of  Hispanic 
Ministry,  has  retired  after  1  9  years  of  service 
to  the  Diocese.  Those  years  have  seen 
tremendous  growth  in  faith  ministry  to  Hispanic 
Catholics  and,  Teresa  says,  in  her  own  learning 
about  how  to  accomplish  that  ministry. 

"When  I  first  came  to  the  Catholic  Center," 
she  says,  "I  had  done  field  work  with  Hispanics 
through  my  parish,  and  I'd  helped  the  nuns  at 
my  kids'  school,  but  I  had  no  training  in  trying  to 
develop  Hispanic  ministry  at  a  Diocesan  level." 
At  that  time  Teresa,  who  was  bom  in  Puerto 
Rico  and  raised  in  New  York,  was  one  of  the 
few  Spanish  speakers  in  the  Diocesan  offices. 

She  was  charged  with  "outreach."  Learning 
how  to  do  that  involved  a  lot  of  "OJT,"  on- 
the-job  training,  she  says  with  a  smile.  Initially 
the  biggest  challenge  was  developing  leaders 
at  the  parish  level,  an  area  where  Teresa 
believes  there  has  been  a  lot  of  progress. 
"Finding  leaders  is  still  a  challenge,"  she  says, 
"but  I  think  it's  improved.  We  have  more 
parishes  on  board  and  we  have  paid  parish 
coordinators  who  meet  regularly  for  planning 
and  for  their  own  faith  formation.  We  teach 
them  to  teach  others." 


She  also  sees  improved  collaboration 
between  the  Office  of  Hispanic  Ministry  and 
other  Diocesan  offices. 

While  there  is  debate  about  whether 
Hispanic  youth  should  receive  faith  formation 
in  Spanish  or  English,  Teresa  believes  that  faith 
formation  for  the  parents,  in  whatever  language 
they  prefer,  is  a  key  part  of  catechesis  among 
Hispanics.  "Form  the  parents  and  teach  them 
to  catechize  the  kids,"  she  says.  "When  your 
parents  teach  you  at  home,  you  don't  forget  it." 

Asked  what  would  be  her  fondest  wish  for 
Hispanic  Ministry,  Teresa  doesn't  hesitate: 
"That  all  be  one.  That  we  all  worship  with  no 
divisions." 

As  she  retires,  Teresa  thanks  God  for  "my 
people  and  my  faith,  and  for  God's  help  in  this 
ministry.  I've  learned  a  lot." 

Now  she  looks  forward  to  "taking  care  of 
my  house  the  way  I  would  like  it  to  be  taken 
care  of,"  spending  more  time  with  her  four 
grandchildren  and  traveling  with  her  husband. 
She  expects  eventually  to  volunteer  in  her 
parish,  and  she  remains  an  advocate  for  the 
Diocesan  Marriage  Tribunal. 

Bishop  Burbidge  stated,  "Teresa  has  offered 
loyal,  dedicated  and  generous  service  to  our 
Diocese  for  many  years,  both  in  the  Hispanic 
community  and  throughout  the  Diocese.  On 
behalf  of  her  co-workers  and  all  those  she  has 
served,  I  wish  Teresa  much  happiness  and 
abundant  blessings." 


Bishop  Burbidge 
Dedicates  Expansion 
of  St.  Brendan  Church 
in  Shallotte 


Death  of  Sister  Jean  Patrice  Keenon,  S.P. 


Sister  Jean  Patrice  Keenon  died  on  August  6,  201 0  in  Mother  Theodore  Hall,  St.  Mary- 
of-the-Woods,  Ind..  She  was  90.  Sister  Jean  Patrice  professed  her  final  vows  in  1  947  and 
taught  at  Blessed  Sacrament  Catholic  School  in  Burlington,  NC  from  1 948-1 950.  She  also 
taught  at  Catholic  schools  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  held  various  administrative  positions  in 
her  Congregation.  May  her  soul,  and  the  souls  of  all  the  faithful  departed,  rest  in  peace. 


On  Sunday,  July  25th, 
the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  dedicated  the 
newly  expanded  St.  Brendan 
the  Navigator  Church  in 
Shallotte,  NC.  The  church 
now  seats  1  200  worshippers, 
replacing  the  former  space 
which  accommodated  500, 
and  making  St.  Brendan  one 
of  the  largest  churches  in  the 
Diocese. 

Even  with  1  200  seats, 
200  folding  chairs  were 
added  to  accommodate  the 
large  crowd  for  the  Dedication 
Mass.  In  his  opening  remarks, 
Bishop  Burbidge  said,  "We 
commend  you  for  building 
such  a  beautiful  house  of  God. 
It  is  a  reflection  of  what  you 
believe."  He  added,  "Nothing 
is  more  important  than 
gathering  together  as  God's 
holy  people  to  offer  praise  and 
worship  and  glory  and  honor 
to  the  Lord  our  God,  knowing 
that  only  in  Him  through 
Him  and  with  Him  can  we 
accomplish  marvelous  deeds." 

Before  Mass  began,  the 
builder  passed  the  keys  to 
the  church  to  the  Bishop.  The 
Bishop  then  blessed  the  walls 
of  the  church  with  holy  water. 

In  his  homily,  Reverend 
Robert  Ippolito,  MS,  pastor  of 
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from    the  editor 


Sports,  Life,  Faith 


St  Brendan,  commended 
the  parish  community  for 
its  hard  work,  patience 
and  perseverance  in 
completing  the  project. 
He  recalled  a  widow  who 
was  dying  and  called  for 
him  to  come  see  her. 
She  wanted  to  pay  off  the 
rest  of  her  pledge  to  fund 
the  new  construction. 
Fr.  Ippolito  remarked 
there  were  many  such 
stories  of  sacrifice  and 
dedication  to  this  building 
project  throughout  the 
community. 

Following  the  homily, 
the  Bishop  anointed 
and  incensed  the  altar. 
Parishioners  then 
dressed  the  altar  in  a 
white  cloth,  decorated  it 
with  flowers  and  lit  the 
candles  around  the  altar. 

St.  Brendan  the 


Navigator  Church 
was  founded  in  1 983 
and  has  outgrown  two 
buildings.  Ten  years 
ago,  there  were  1 00 
families  in  the  parish; 
today  St.  Brendan  is 
home  to  3800  families. 
More  than  half  of  the 
parishioners  are  age  60 
and  older.  "You'll  find 
people  from  all  over  the 
world  here,"  reflected 
parishioner  Jim  Russell. 

"Isn't  this  a  great 
day?"  asked  another 
parishioner,  Marcia 
Matthews.  "My  husband 
helped  with  the  plumbing 
of  the  church.  Where 
I  come  from,  New 
York  City,  the  churches 
were  already  built.  St. 
Brendan's  feels  like 
family;  that's  what  makes 
it  so  special." 


Ijoke  with  my  daughter  that  just  about 
everything  in  life  can  be  illustrated  by 
sports.  Ambition,  disappointment,  beauty, 
hard  choices,  history,  philosophy,  math- 
ematics -  it's  all  there,  in  a  football  game  or  a 
round  of  golf  or  a  basketball  teams  last  posses- 
sion with  seconds  to  play. 


I  expect  the  Catholic  college 
athletics  figures  in  this  month's 
cover  story  might  agree,  but  they 
probably  would  point  out  that 
the  converse  is  true  as  well:  Life 
needs  to  inform  sports.  A  life 
guided  by  the  values  instilled  by 
faith  puts  sports  in  perspective, 
not  by  showing  they  are  some- 
how unimportant  but  by  giving 
them  a  context.  It's  not  uncom- 
mon to  see  an  athlete  who  has 
just  hit  a  home  run  or  scored  a 
touchdown  point  to  the  sky  to 


acknowledge  the  source  of  their  ability  or  success.  He  or  she  un- 
derstands that  the  hard  work  of  training,  the  honing  of  skills  and 
the  joy  of  performing  give  glory  to  the  Creator  by  whom  they  have 
been  "wonderfully  made." 

Very  few  of  us  are  elite  athletes.  But  many  of  us  have  had  the 
experience  of  working  hard  for  a  goal  and  achieving  it,  or  being 
surprised  by  a  skill  or  talent  we  didn't  know  we  had,  and  under- 
standing on  some  level  that  it  wasn't  just  about  our  own  efforts, 
that  we  have  been  blessed  by  Someone  who  must  love  us  very 
much.  At  those  moments  faith  reminds  us,  perhaps  in  our  hearts 
or  in  our  prayers,  to  point  to  the  sky. 

NCC  is  devoting  some  space  this  month  to  the  upcoming 
2010  Catholic  Convocation,  October  16th  (registration  deadline 
September  30th).  I  hope  the  story  (on  pp.  6-7)  encourages  you  to 
attend,  but  I  also  hope  you'll  call  or  go  online  to  look  at  the  details 
of  the  many  sessions  and  speakers  who  will  be  there.  There  really 
is  something  for  everyone  -  something  that  will  teach  or  inspire  or 
delight  you.  A  couple  of  years  ago,  on  our  Diocesan  pilgrimage  to 
Washington,  D.C  ,  someone  told  me  how  much  they  enjoyed  "be- 
ing with  a  group  of  people  who  are  happy  to  be  Catholic."  That's 
an  experience  the  Catholic  Convocation  will  guarantee  you. 

►►  Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind  sugges- 
tions. You  can  reach  me  at  71  5  Nazareth  Street,  Raleigh,  NC 
27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 


San  Pedro  Claver 

un  ministro 
a  los  esclavos 


St.  Peter  Claver 


1  1  . 

r    ■  J'      T  ::.  t 

Born:  1580 
Died:  1654 
Feast  Day:  Sept  9 


Claim  to  fame:  St.  Peter 
Claver  was  born  in  Spain  and 
entered  the  Jesuit  order  in 
1 602,  when  he  was  just  22.  St. 
Alphonsus  Rodriguez,  the  "holy 
porter  of  Majorca,"  prophesied 
that  the  young  man  would  go  to 
the  Indies  and  save  "millions  of 
perishing  souls."  So  St.  Peter 
Claver  headed  for  Colombia, 
home  to  the  largest  slave  market 
in  the  New  World.  After  his 

priestly  ordination  in  1 6 1 6,  he  made  a  vow  to  dedicate  his  life  to 
ministering  to  the  thousands  of  African  slaves  who  arrived  every 
month  at  the  port  of  Cartagena.  He  always  kept  that  vow,  bringing 
an  estimated  300,000  slaves  into  the  Catholic  faith,  training 
African  catechists  to  bring  the  Good  News  to  the  slaves  in  their  own 
languages,  and  ministering  to  the  slaves  after  they  left  the  ships  and 
began  their  lives  on  the  Colombian  plantations. 

Little-known  fact:  In  addition  to  caring  for  individual  slaves' 
physical  and  spiritual  needs,  St.  Peter  Claver  worked  to  change 
the  laws  that  governed  their  lives.  While  he  was  not  able  to  abolish 
slavery,  he  did  fight  for  laws  that  allowed  for  Christian  marriage  for 
slaves  and  that  forbade  the  separation  of  families. 

What  made  him  a  saint:  St.  Peter  Claver  willingly  chose 
to  spend  his  days  entering  the  dismal,  fetid  holds  of  slave  ships, 
caring  for  terrified,  sick  and  dying  slaves  rather  than  accepting  more 
comfortable  ministries  among  Cartagena's  well-to-do  Catholics.  He 
personally  begged  from  house  to  house  to  collect  food  to  bring  to 
the  slaves.  He  used  his  own  cloak  as  a  covering  for  naked  bodies, 
as  a  pillow  for  weary  heads  and  as  a  bandage  for  wounded  flesh. 
Not  forgetting  about  the  slaves  after  he  ministered  to  them  at  the 
slave  market,  he  traveled  out  to  the  countryside  every  spring  to 
conduct  missions  at  the  plantations.  He  also  ministered  to  others 
besides  slaves,  preaching  and  converting  sailors  and  political 
prisoners  in  the  city.  Pope  Leo  XIII  said,  "No  life,  except  the  life  of 
Christ,  has  moved  me  so  much  as  that  of  Peter  Claver!' 

How  he  died:  After  ministering  to  the  slaves  in  Cartagena 
for  nearly  40  years,  St.  Peter  Claver  fell  ill  from  the  plague  and 
was  partially  paralyzed.  For  the  final  four  years  of  his  life,  he  was 
bedridden  and  nearly  forgotten.  However,  upon  his  death  at  age  74 
on  Sept.  8,  1 654,  the  governor  of  Cartagena  ordered  a  public 
funeral  for  the  saint,  which  was  attended  by  thousands  of  people. 


nacimiento:  1 580 

fallecimiento:  1 654 

Dia  de  fiesta:  9  de  septiembre 


Motivo  de  su  fama:  San  Pedro  Claver  nacio  en  Esparia  e 
ingreso  a  la  orden  Jesuita  en  1 602,  cuando  tenia  solo  22  arios. 
San  Alfonso  Rodriguez,  el  "santo  portero  de  Mallorca",  vaticino 
que  el  joven  iria  a  las  Indias  y  salvaria  a  "millones  de  almas 
condenadas".  Asi  que  Pedro  Claver  se  dirigio  a  Colombia,  el 
centro  del  mercado  de  esclavos  mas  grande  en  el  Nuevo  Mundo. 
Despues  de  su  ordenacion  sacerdotal  en  1616,  hizo  votos  para 
dedicar  su  vida  a  atender  a  los  miles  de  esclavos  africanos  que 
llegaban  cada  mes  al  puerto  de  Cartagena.  Siempre  mantuvo 
ese  voto  llevando  la  fe  catolica  a  unos  300,000  esclavos, 
capacitando  a  catequistas  africanos  para  llevar  las  Buenas 
Nuevas  a  los  esclavos  en  sus  propias  lenguas,  y  atendiendo  a  los 
esclavos  despues  de  que  dejaban  los  barcos  y  empezaban  sus 
vidas  en  las  plantaciones  de  Colombia. 

Hecho  poco  conocido:  Ademas  de  atender  las 
necesidades  fisicas  y  espirituales  de  los  esclavos,  San  Pedro 
Claver  trabajo  para  cambiar  las  leyes  que  gobernaban  sus 
vidas.  Si  bien  no  le  fue  posible  abolir  la  esclavitud,  si  peleo  por 
leyes  que  permitieran  a  los  esclavos  el  matrimonio  cristiano  y 
prohibieran  la  separation  de  las  familias. 

Por  que  es  un  santo:  San  Pedro  Claver  eligio  por  voluntad 
propia  pasar  sus  dias  entrando  a  las  liigubres  y  fetidas  bodegas 
de  los  barcos  de  esclavos,  cuidando  a  los  esclavos  aterrados, 
enfermos  y  moribundos,  en  lugar  de  aceptar  ministerios  mas 
comodos  entre  los  catolicos  acaudalados  de  Cartagena. 
Mendigo  personalmente  de  casa  en  casa  para  reunir  alimentos 
para  llevar  a  los  esclavos.  Utilizo  su  propia  capa  para  cubrir 
cuerpos  desnudos,  como  almohada  para  cabezas  cansadas  y 
como  venda  para  carnes  heridas.  Sin  olvidarse  de  los  esclavos 
despues  de  ayudarlos  en  el  mercado  de  esclavos,  viajo  al  campo 
cada  primavera  para  realizar  misiones  en  las  plantaciones. 
Ademas  de  los  esclavos,  tambien  ayudo  a  otras  personas 
predicando  y  convirtiendo  a  marineros  y  prisioneros  politicos  en 
la  ciudad.  El  Papa  Leo  XIII  dijo:  "Ninguna  vida,  excepto  la  vida 
de  Cristo,  me  ha  conmovido  tanto  como  la  de  Pedro  Claver". 

Su  muerte:  Despues  de  ayudar  a  los  esclavos  en 
Cartagena  durante  casi  40  arios,  San  Pedro  Claver  cayo 
enfermo  debido  a  la  plaga  y  quedo  paralizado  parcialmente. 
Durante  los  ultimos  cuatro  arios  de  su  vida  estuvo  postrado 
en  cama  y  casi  fue  olvidado.  Sin  embargo,  a  su  muerte  a  la 
edad  de  74  arios  el  8  de  septiembre  de  1 597,  el  gobernador 
de  Cartagena  ordeno  un  funeral  publico  para  el  santo,  al  que 
asistieron  miles  de  personas. 
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Voices     in     our  Church 


pastor's  perspective 


la   naturaleza   de   nuestra  fe 


On  July  17th,  African  Ancestry  Ministry 
celebrated  its  yearly  Unity  Mass  and 
Picnic  at  St.  Alphonsus  Center  in  Wil- 
son. The  event  had  the  largest  turnout 
in  recent  times.  There  were  more  than 
one  hundred  people  present. 


The  Knights  of 
Columbus  from  the 
Wilson  Council  erected 
a  large  tent  for  the  shar- 
ing of  a  meal. 

During  the  brief  time 
I  lived  at  St.  Alphonsus, 
I  served  as  Chaplain  of 
the  Council,  and  they 
have  helped  with  this 
event  for  many  years. 

The  Mass  was  very 
special  for  all.  Recently 
ordained  Permanent 
Deacon  Rick  Fisher  assisted  at  the  Mass.  That  was  very 
special  for  me  as  Deacon  Rick  had  been  an  altar  server 
during  my  tenure  as  Pastor  of  St.  Paul  in  New  Bern. 

We  were  pleased  that  Fr.  Tim  Meares,  Pastor  of  Im- 
maculate Conception  in  Rocky  Mount,  Fr.  Peter  Mawanda 
from  Uganda,  a  student  at  Duke  University,  and  Fr.  Pius 
Wekesa,  Pastor  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  in  Roanoke  Rapids, 
were  present  to  concelebrate. 

A  diverse  group  of  our  African  sisters  and  brothers 
was  also  present.  It  included  people  from  two  of  the  new 
AAME  chapters,  from  St.  Michael  in  Cary  and  St.  Raphael 
in  Raleigh. 

Awards  were  given  to  various  persons,  both  adults  and 
youth,  for  their  outstanding  work  in  AAME  ministry. 
Mrs.  Doretha  Lewis  of  St.  Mary  in  Goldsboro  received 
the  "Msgr.  Thomas  E  Hadden  Award";  The  Rora  B.  Smith 
Youth  Award  recipients  were  Benetta  Witteveen  of  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral;  Jacob  Mwaniki  of  the  Newman  Catholic 
Student  Center  Parish  in  Chapel  Hill;  Maggie  Manley,  non- 
Catholic;  and  Martin  Green  of  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral. 

Benetta  Witteven  is  from  Liberia,  while  Jacob  Mwaniki 
is  from  Kenya.  Jacob's  father  was  the  catalyst  for  starting 
the  Masses  for  the  various  African  people  in  our  Diocese. 
He  simply  came  to  the  Catholic  Center  and  asked  that  the 
Diocese  reach  out  to  the  Africans  gathering  in  Raleigh. 
This  we  did.  Now  there  is  a  Swahili  Mass,  an  Igbo  Mass 
and  a  Mass  in  French. 


Msgr.  Hadden 


les  de  la  Herencia 
ispana  2010 


En  muchos  paises  latinoamericanos  celebran 
el  12  de  octubre  como  el  "Dia  de  la  Raza" 
para  conmemorar  la  llegada  de  Cristobal 
Colon  a  America.  El  presidente  de  Estados 
Unidos  en  septiembre  de  1968  proclamo  la 
celebracion  de  la  Semana  Nacional  de  la  Herencia  Hispana. 
Desde  1988  celebramos  en  Estados  Unidos  el  Mes  de  la 
Herencia  Hispana  que  comprende  del  15  de  septiembre  al 
15  de  octubre  de  cada  ano.  Esta  progresiva  ampliacion  para 
celebrar  la  herencia  hispana  demuestra  la  importancia  de 
nuestros  aportes  al  desarrollo  de  este  pais. 


En  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh 
valoramos  y  agradecemos 
la  herencia  hispana  desde 
hace  varios  afios  con  la 
celebracion  de  la  Misa  de  la 
Hispanidad  cada  segundo 
sabado  de  octubre.  Esta 
Misa  es  presidida  por  el 
Obispo  como  Pastor  de  la 
Diocesis,  concelebrada  por 
muchos  sacerdotes  que 
aqui  sirven,  preparada  y 
desarrollada  con  religiosas 
y  lideres  hispanos  que  nos 
reunimos  como  un  solo  pueblo  de  fe.  Hemos  celebrado  en 
todos  los  decanatos  de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh;  y  este  ano 
corresponde  al  de  Tar  River  en  la  Parroquia  San  Gabriel  de 
Greenville  el  9  de  octubre,  2010  a  las  11:00  AM.  Nuestro 
lema  sera:  "Para  que  nuestros  pueblos  tengan  vida  en  El" 
y  resaltaremos  el  llamado  del  Senor  a  ser  sus  discipulos  y 
misioneros  en  nuestra  Diocesis. 

Con  esta  celebracion  mostramos  la  alegria  de  ser  hispanos 
catolicos  que  amamos  profundamente  nuestras  raices 
y  demostramos  la  unidad  de  la  Iglesia  en  la  diversidad. 
Afirmamos  el  llamado  universal  a  compartir  nuestra  fe  en 
Cristo  Jesus  luchando  por  un  mundo  mas  justo  y  fraterno 
derribando  los  muros  que  nos  dividen  como  una  sola  familia 
humana.  Creemos  firmemente  en  la  integracion  respetuosa  de 
las  culturas  y  continuamos  la  fe  ancestral  de  nuestros  padres 
que  dieron  origen  a  nuestra  identidad  hispana.  Renovamos 
nuestro  compromiso  de  proteger,  cuidar  y  defender  la  vida 
en  todas  sus  formas  como  miembros  solidarios  de  un  mismo 
planeta  "Gaia"  (Madre  Tierra).  Declaramos  con  Integra 
conviccion  que  todos  nuestros  pueblos  encontraran  la  vida 
plena  en  el  Dios-con-nosotros  y  que  la  vida  sera  la  ultima  y 
definitiva  palabra  de  la  historia. 

-  Padre  Carlos  N.  Arce,  Vicario  para  los  Hispanos 


strength  in  their  beliefs 


xxxxxxxjbboco 

cover  story 
By  Ken  Tysiac 


Coach  Mike  Krzyzewski 


cover  story 


fmmS  oaching  Duke  to  four  NCAA  basketball  titles  and  Team 
~      USA  to  an  Olympic  gold  medal  were  huge  thrills.  But 
UT1  when  you  ask  Coach  Mike  Krzyzewski  about  the  things 
^biiar   he  appreciates  most,  he  won't  fail  to  mention  his  parish, 
Immaculate  Conception  in  Durham. 


The  Emily  K  community 
center,  which  Krzyzewski  had 
built  in  honor  of  his  mother, 
sits  next  to  Immaculate 
Conception  Church,  and 
the  Immaculate  Conception 
schoolchildren  use  the  gym 
there  during  the  day.  Nesded 
halfway  between  the  stately 
buildings  of  the  Duke  campus 
and  bustling  downtown  Dur- 
ham, the  parish  serves  a  richly 
diverse  clientele. 

"The  diversity  that's  there, 
I've  loved  that  since  I've  come 
to  Durham,  and  that's  where 
I've  been  since  we  got  here  30 
years  ago,"  Krzyzewski  said. 
"The  socioeconomics  of  our 
church  really  encompasses 
everybody  It's  a  vibrant  church 
and  it  has  a  very  big  impact  on 
the  Hispanic  community" 

Krzyzewski  is  one  of  many 
prominent  college  athletic  fig- 
ures in  the  Triangle  area  with 
rich  Catholic  backgrounds. 
Krzyzewski,  Duke  football 
coach  David  Cutcliffe  and 
Duke  Aathletics  Director  Kevin 
White  are  all  parishioners 
of  Immaculate  Conception. 
N.C.  State  football  coach  Tom 
O'Brien  attends  Mass  regularly 
at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  in 
downtown  Raleigh.  And  North 
Carolina  lacrosse  coach  Joe 
Breschi  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Community  of  St. 
Thomas  More  in  Chapel  Hill. 

The  coaches  don't  preach 
Catholic  doctrine  to  their  ath- 
letes, but  say  their  faith  gives 
them  guidance,  wisdom  and 
strength. 

"I  think  it  gives  you  an 
opportunity  to  say  thanks," 
Krzyzewski  said.  "It  also  gives 


you  an  opportunity  to  reflect. 
It  gives  you  an  opportunity 
to  find  strength  when  you're 
weak,  it  gives  you  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  how  you  handle 
success,  failure,  how  you 
handle  the  demands  that  are 
placed  on  you." 

Tom  O'Brien 

Tom  O'Brien  lives  just  two 
blocks  from  Sacred  Heart  in 
downtown  Raleigh  and  enjoys 
the  intimacy  of  the  small- 
est Catholic  Cathedral  in  the 
continental  United  States. 

The  coach  grew  up  in 
Cincinnati  in  a  devout  Catholic 
family  Both  of  his  parents 
attended  daily  Mass,  as  did 
O'Brien,  a  Catholic  school 
student  for  12  years.  He  fondly 
recalls  that  on  long  car  trips  his 
family  would  say  the  Rosary 
together  to  pass  the  time,  and 
there  was  rarely  a  Sunday  night 
when  there  wasn't  a  priest  as  a 
guest  at  the  dinner  table. 

Because  of  his  love  of  foot- 
ball, O'Brien  said  he  wanted 
to  attend  Purcell  High  School. 
Run  by  Marianist  priests, 
Purcell  was  where  local  legend 
Roger  Staubach  played  in  the 
late  1950s  before  going  on  to 
win  the  Heisman  Trophy  at  the 
Naval  Academy  and  to  quar- 
terback the  Dallas  Cowboys. 
But  his  father  insisted  that  he 
attend  St.  Xavier  High,  which 
is  run  by  Jesuits,  and  today 
O'Brien  is  glad  he  did. 

"There  was  never  any  ques- 
tion that  we  were  going  to  the 
Jesuits,"  he  said.  "It  was  for 
the  best.  Father  knows  best. 
In  those  days  you  obeyed  and 


believed  in  your  father." 

Later,  as  coach  of  Boston 
College  for  ten  years  before 
coming  to  N.C.  State  before 
the  2007  season,  O'Brien  said 
his  faith  was  enriched  by  the 
spirit  that  permeates  the  cam- 
pus of  one  of  the  nation's  top 
Catholic  universities. 

Coupled  with  his  training  in 
the  Marines,  O'Brien's  faith  has 
caused  him  to  preach  selfless- 
ness to  his  players,  and  they 
have  embraced  his  teaching. 
They  have  traveled  to  Camp 
Lejeune  to  visit  wounded 
soldiers,  built  houses  in  Mis- 
sissippi after  Hurricane  Katrina 
and  collected  Toys  for  Tots. 

"My  faith  is  my  inner  com- 
pass," O'Brien  said.  "It  helps 
you  differentiate  between  those 
difficult  right  decisions  rather 
than  those  easy  wrong  deci- 
sions." 

O'Brien  finds  that  his  faith 
gives  him  perspective.  "There 
are  bigger  things  out  there  than 
you,"  he  said,  "and  the  more 
you  can  help  someone  else  the 
better  off  you  will  be." 

Kevin  White 

Like  O'Brien,  Duke  Athlet- 
ics Director  KevinWhite 
has  a  Catholic  university 
background.  Before  coming 
to  Duke,  he  was  Athletics 
Director  for  eight  years  at  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame. 
He  also  directed  the  athletics 
program  at  another  Catho- 
lic school,  Loras  College  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa. 
Serving  at  those  institutions 
had  a  significant  impact  on  his 
entire  family,  he  said.  He  now 


attends  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion, although  he  sometimes 
participates  in  the  Sunday 
evening  student  mass  at  the 
chapel  on  Duke's  campus. 

White's  favorite  Scripture 
verse  is  Psalm  23:4:  "Though  I 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no 
evil,  for  thou  art  with  me."  He 
grew  up  inspired  in  the  faith 
by  his  grandmother,  Mary 
O'Donnell,  who  emigrated 
from  Ireland  in  1917.  He 
describes  her  as  a  strong-willed 
individual,  unabashedly  com- 
mitted to  a  bedrock  of  tradi- 
tional Irish  Catholic  principles 
that  still  resonate  with  White. 

"My  faith  helps  to  define 
me  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  all 
others,"  White  wrote  in  an 
e-mail  interview.  "Moreover, 
my  deeply  rooted  'faith  based' 
orientation  provides  a  basic 
framework  in  which  I  can  at- 
tempt to  operate,  both  person- 
ally and  professionally" 

David  Cutcliffe 

While  growing  up  in  Bir- 
mingham, Ala.,  David  Cut- 
cliffe was  eager  to  be  an  altar 
boy  at  St.  Barnabas  Catholic 
Church.  That  wasn't  as  easy 
as  it  is  today,  he  recalls.  Boys 
had  to  prove  they  knew  the 
proper  responses  in  Latin 
before  they  were  allowed 
to  serve.  Cutcliffe  always 
enjoyed  a  challenge,  though, 
and  he  passed  the  test.  He 
remembers  the  excitement 
of  getting  dressed  for  Mass 
in  his  cassock  and  joining 
the  procession  onto  the  altar 
like  he  was  entering  a  theater 
from  the  rear  of  the  stage. 

His  respect  for  his  pastor. 
Father  Daniel  O'Reilly  was 
such  that  he  was  scared  to 
death  of  making  a  mistake, 
but  Cutcliffe  loved  being  on 
the  altar. 

"It  had  the  white  marble, 
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and  the  tabernacle  was  some- 
thing that  was  mysterious  to 
me,"  Cutcliffe  said.  "To  get  that 
close  to  the  tabernacle  [was 
special] .  We  rang  the  bells 
then  also.  That  was  a  big  deal 
to  be  able  to  ring  the  bell  and 
do  that  right." 

Cutcliffe  has  a  special 
fondness  for  the  gospels 
and  spent  time  this  summer 
reading  them  in  order  and 
studying  their  similarities  and 
differences.  His  favorite  Bible 
verse  is  Philippians  4:13:  "I 
can  do  all  things  through 
Christ,  who  strengthens  me." 
Cutcliffe  also  believes  priests 
throughout  the  Catholic 
church  don't  receive  nearly 
the  respect  and  credit  they 
deserve  as  leaders.  He  gets  to 
meet  a  lot  of  VTPs  through  his 
job,  and  said  the  priests  and 
military  generals  are  the  ones 
who  impress  him  the  most. 

He  doesn't  preach  a  specific 
faith  to  his  players,  but  said 
his  religion  affects  the  way  he 
coaches  his  team. 

"The  thing  that  we  take  great 
pride  in  is  having  a  lasting 
effect  on  young  people  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives,"  he  said. 
"We  use  the  four  F's  here  at 
Duke.  They  are  faith,  family 
their  futures  and  football.  .  . 
We've  managed  to  win  a  lot  of 
championships  with  that  prior- 
ity list." 


Joe  Breschi 


UNC  lacrosse  coach  Joe 
Breschi's  faith  was  tested  in 
2004  when  his  3-year-old  son 
Michael  was  hit  by  a  car  in 
a  preschool  parking  lot  and 
killed  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Breschi  had  grown  up  an 
altar  boy  and  attended  a  Jesuit 
high  school,  Loyola  Blakefield, 
in  Towson,  Md.  While  he  was 
coach  at  Ohio  State,  he  was  a 
member  of  Immaculate  Con- 
ception parish  in  Columbus; 
he  and  his  wife  Julie  taught  the 
children's  liturgy  and  attended 
fish  fries  on  Fridays.  Then  they 
lost  their  son. 

They  asked  the  inevitable 
question:  Why? 

'We  struggled  in  losing  our 
son,  with  the  why  of  what 
happened,"  Breschi  said.  'We 
kind  of  went  through,  'How 
can  we  grow  in  our  faith  in  a 
situation  like  this  and  contin- 
ue to  live  our  life  and  become 
closer  to  God  spiritually  and 
have  a  chance  to  reach  out  to 
others?' " 

Monsignor  Anthony  Mis- 
simi,  their  pastor,  comforted 
them.  He  helped  them  see 
how  they  could  heal  if  they 
reached  out  to  others  rather 
than  remaining  cooped  up 
with  their  grief.  Since  then  they 
have  counseled  other  parents 
who  have  lost  children,  and 


remain  active  in  the  Church. 
Breschi  has  started  a  voluntary 
team  Bible  study  that  began 
with  three  participants  and  has 
grown  to  over  a  dozen. 

He  encourages  his  athletes 
who  are  so  inclined  to  pursue 
a  greater  understanding  of 
their  spirituality.  He  was  over- 
whelmed with  pride  when  his 
team  captain,  Michael  Jams, 
approached  him  wanting  to 
start  a  fundraiser  for  earth- 
quake victims  called  "Heels 
for  Haiti." 

"That  is  awesome,"  Breschi 
said.  "It's  OK  to  give.  It's  OK 
to  reach  out,  and  that  for  me 
is  being  successful  as  a  coach. 
Win  or  lose,  if  you're  helping 
guide  these  young  men  in  their 
life  and  pointing  them  in  the 
direction  that's  most  important, 
everything  else  will  follow." 

Breschi  is  guided  by  the  se- 
renity prayer,  which  asks  God 
for  the  serenity  to  accept  the 
things  one  cannot  change,  the 
courage  to  change  what  can  be 
changed,  and  the  wisdom  to 
know  the  difference. 

Coach  K: 

"Something  bigger" 


Mike  Krzyzewski  doesn't 
have  a  favorite  prayer  or 
Scripture  verse,  but  enjoys 
saying  the  Rosary.  For  him 
it's  a  settling,  comforting  act 


of  faith,  he  said. 

One  of  the  most  influential 
people  in  Krzyzewski's  life 
was  Father  Francis  Rog,  a 
priest  who  served  at  Arch- 
bishop Weber  High  School  in 
Chicago,  which  Krzyzewski 
attended.  Father  Rog  helped 
Krzyzewski  understand  how 
he  should  let  his  faith  guide 
him  during  his  teenage  years 
growing  up  in  a  tough  Polish 
neighborhood.  Krzyzewski 
said  Father  Rog  was  a  bridge 
to  faith  for  him  then,  and 
continues  to  be  one. 

"I  believe  people  who  have 
faith  in  God,  they  know 
there  is  something  bigger 
than  what  they're  doing," 
Krzyzewski  said.  "You  know 
there  is  something  bigger 
than  you.  Whatever  achieve- 
ments or  disappointments 
you  have,  there  is  a  strength 
of  knowing  there  is  a  bigger 
picture,  whether  in  success 
or  humility,  knowing  there 
is  something  bigger  than 
that  or  more  important,  and 
knowing  in  failure  that  that's 
not  the  final  destination,  that 
something  good  can  happen 
out  of  everything." 

Faith  constantly  makes 
good  things  happen  for  these 
devoutly  Catholic  college 
sports  figures,  and  they  are 
proud  and  grateful  for  their 
connections  to  the  Church. 


More 

Catholics  in 
College  Sports 

Look  for  interviews 
with  more  NC  Catholics 
in  college  athletics  on 
the  Diocesan  Web  site, 
www.dioceseofraleigh. 
org.  Among  the  upcom- 
ing subjects: 


Joe  Browning  has  fash- 
ioned a  26-year  career 
in  collegiate  athletics, 


Joe  Browning 


including  the  last  21 
years  at  UNC  Wilming- 
ton, where  he  has  been 
a  fixture  since  1986  and 
serves  as  Senior  Associ- 


Joe  Sagula 
ate  Athletic  Director. 

Joe  Sagula  enters  his 
1 9th  year  as  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina 


women's  volleyball  head 
coach.  He  has  led  the 
Tar  Heels  to  4  ACC 
Championships  in  the 
last  six  years  and  was 


the  former  President  of 
the  American  Volleyball 
Coaches  Association. 

Charles  Stephenson 

has  coordinated  NC 
State's  basketball  strength 
and  conditioning  program 
since  the  fall  of  1996. 
He  previously  worked  at 
Auburn  University,  where 
he  was  the  head  strength 
and  conditioning  coach  for 
men's  and  women's  bas- 
ketball from  1994-96. 


local 


Diocese  of  Raleigh  Hosts  Safe 
Environment  Convocations 

In  August  the  Diocesan  Office  of  Child  and  Youth 
Protection  hosted  four  Safe  Environment  Convocations 
around  the  Diocese  to  provide  parishes  with  easier  access 
to  information  integral  to  their  ministries.  Each  parish 
was  asked  to  have  a  representative  at  one  of  the  Safe 
Environment  Convocations. 

At  the  meetings,  parish  representatives  received 
materials  and  updates  to  help  them  to  maintain  their 
commitment  to  provide  safe  and  sacred  places  for  our 
children  and  youth. 

In  turn,  all  school  and  parish  faith  formation  programs 
have  begun  the  year  by  providing  parent  resource  materials 
for  discussing  safe  environment  issues  in  the  home  and  by 
alerting  the  students  to  the  safe  environment  leaders  in  the 
school/parish.  This  gives  youngsters  a  pool  of  trusted  adults 
to  turn  to  in  case  they  are  in  a  relationship  that  is  hurtful. 

Dr.  John  A.  Pendergrass  reported  at  the  Safe 


Environment 
Convocation 
that,  as  of  the 
2009  audit: 

•  2,259 
people  were 
trained  during 
the  audit  year 

•  24,258 
parent 

resources  were  distributed 

•  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  been  found  to  be  in  full 
compliance  with  the  Charter  for  the  Protection  of 
Children  and  Young  People. 

•  To  date,  the  Office  of  Child  and  Youth  Protection  has 
performed  1  2,092  background  checks  and  trained 

1 3,286  employees,  volunteers  and  parents. 

The  201 0  audit  documents  were  submitted  to  the 
United  States  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  at  the  end 
of  August. 


Diocese  Thanked 
for  Donations  to 
Haitian  Earthquake 
Relief,  Special 
Collections 

The  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
has  received  a  letter  of 
gratitude  from  the  chairmen 
of  two  committees  of  the 
United  States  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  (USCCB) 
for  its  generous  response 
to  the  request  to  aid  the 
people  of  Haiti  following  the 
devastating  earthquake  that 
ravaged  the  island  nation  six 
months  ago. 

In  a  letter  to  Bishop 
Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Most 
Reverend  Jose  H.  Gomez, 
Coadjutor  Archbishop  of  Los 
Angeles  and  Chairman  of 
the  USCCB  Subcommittee 
on  the  Church  in  Latin 
America,  and  Most  Reverend 
Timothy  Dolan,  Archbishop 
of  New  York  and  Chairman 
of  Catholic  Relief  Services 
(CRS)  Board  of  Directors, 
expressed  their  heartfelt 
appreciation  to  Bishop 
Burbidge  and  the  faithful  of 


the  Diocese  for  contributions 
made  to  assist  Haiti  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  devastating 
earthquake  that  ravaged  the 
island  nation  six  months  ago. 

In  their  letter,  the 
Archbishops  noted  the 
amount  collected  by 
the  Diocese  from  its 
parish  collection  totaled 
$569,702.83,  with  an 
additional  $296,910.21 
donated  from  groups  and 
individuals  with  zip  codes  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  for  a 
total  of  $866,6 13.04. 

Archbishop  Gomez  and 
Archbishop  Dolan  explained 
that,  in  addition  to  addressing 
the  immediate  and  long-term 
humanitarian  needs  of  the 
Haitian  people,  a  portion  of 
the  national  Special  Haiti 
Relief  Collection  will  be  used 
to  provide  transitional  parish 
centers  so  faith  communities 
can  gather  and  be  nourished 
by  the  sacraments.  "The 
Catholic  Church  was  an 
important  institution  in  Haiti 
before  the  earthquake,"  the 
Archbishops  wrote,  "and  it  will 
continue  to  play  a  significant 


role  long  into  the  future." 

The  earthquake  took 
more  than  two-hundred 
thousand  lives,  including  the 
Archbishop  of  the  capital  city, 
priests,  religious  sisters  and 
seminarians.  It  also  destroyed 
the  Cathedral,  churches, 
seminaries  and  Catholic 
schools. 

The  letter  explains  the 
USCCB  is  working  closely 
with  the  Haitian  bishops 
to  help  them  put  in  place 
a  construction  entity  that 
can  ensure  that  all  building 
carried  out  with  U.S.  funds 
will  follow  accepted  codes 


and  practices.  The  initiative 
is  being  developed  as  a 
collaborative  effort  involving 
the  Haitian  Bishops' 
Conference,  the  French 
Bishops'  Conference,  the 
USCCB  and  Catholic  Relief 
Services. 

Catholic  Relief  Services 
also  thanked  the  Diocese  for 
$1 1 1,668.26  donated  to 
the  201 0  CRS  Collection. 
In  addition  the  Diocese 
received  a  letter  of  gratitude 
for  $84,585.86  donated 
to  the  2010  Collection  for 
the  Church  in  Central  and 
Eastern  Europe. 
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spiritual  fitness 


How  to  make 

your  prayer  life  better 


Begin  by  reading  these  Scripture 
passages: 
John  15:7  If  you  abide  in  me  and 
my  words  abide  in  you,  ask  whatever 
you  will  and  it  shall  be  done  for  you. 

John  15:16  You  did  not  choose  me  but  I 
chose  you  and  appointed  you  that  you  should 
go  and  bear  fruit  and  that  your  fruit  should 
abide;  so  that  whatever  you  ask  the  Father  in  my 
name,  he  may  give  it  to  you  ..." 

Luke  11:1-13  "And  I  tell  you,  ask  and  you 
will  receive,  seek  and  you  will  find;  knock  and 
the  door  will  be  opened  to  you.  For  everyone 
who  asks,  receives;  and  the  one  who  seeks, 
finds;  and  to  the  one  who  knocks,  the  door  will 
be  opened.  What  father  among  you  would  hand 
his  son  a  snake  when  he  asks  for  a  fish?  Or  hand 
him  a  scorpion  when  he  asks  for  an  egg?  If  you 
then,  who  are  wicked,  know  how  to  give  good 
gifts  to  your  children,  how  much  more  will  the 
Father  in  heaven  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  those 
who  ask  him?" 

Look  at  these  promises.  Do  you  experience 
the  fruit  of  answered  prayer  in  your  life?  Would 
you  like  to  experience  fruit  or  more  fruit  in  your 
prayer?  God  makes  very  clear  to  us  in  his  word 
what  we  are  to  do: 

1"If  my  words  abide  in  you  ..."  that  is,  if  I  am  obedient 
to  Gods  word  and  conform  my  life  to  it.  God  knows  I  will 
not  do  it  perfectly.  That  is  not  the  point.  The  point  is  this: 
Is  my  life  oriented  -  thoughts,  words  and  actions  -  to  conforming 
my  life  to  his  teaching,  his  truth?  Do  I  read  his  word  daily  so  I  know 
what  it  teaches  and  ask  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  become  more 
and  more  obedient.  If  I  am  on  that  path  and  repenting  when  I  fail, 
then  I  can  expect  that  God  will  hear  and  answer. 

2"  . . .  whatever  you  ask  the  Father  in  my  name  ..." 
What  does  that  mean?  Whenever  you  ask  for  a  favor  in 
someone  else's  name,  you  are  using  his  name  to  support 
your  plea  and  using  his  name  means  he  agrees  with  your  request. 


Now,  when  we  use  the  name  of  Jesus  in  our  petition,  it  means,  as 
far  as  we  can  discern,  our  request  would  be  in  accord  with  Gods 
will.  So,  for  example,  if  I  said,  "Father  in  the  name  of  your  son,  I 
ask  for  a  raise  that  would  double  my  salary,"  would  that  be  a  true 
use  of  Gods  name?  No.  Why  not?  Ask  yourself  if  getting  a  raise  will 
advance  your  holiness.  Does  it  help  you  to  conform  more  to  Gods 
plan  and  purpose?  Not  necessarily.  You  see,  we  are  so  self-oriented 
that  our  requests  are  often  selfish  or  narrow.  Often  we  can  only  see 
one  step  ahead  for  ourselves  or  for  those  we  love.  But  God  sees  the 
whole  picture.  So  your  request  could  be:  "Lord,  my  family  needs 
more  money.  I  ask  you  to  make  it  possible  for  me  to  get  a  raise  if  my 
request  will  help  me  and  my  family  to  follow  you  more  closely" 

31  think  it  is  also  very  important  to  look  at  the  details 
of  the  Luke  passage  (Luke  11:1-13)  that  1  mentioned 
at  the  beginning  of  this  article.  Jesus  tells  us  to  ask, 
seek,  knock  -  note  the  tense  of  the  verbs:  Keep  on  asking,  keep  on 
seeking,  keep  on  knocking.  In  other  words,  persevere.  If  you  think 
your  intention,  as  far  as  you  are  able  to  discern,  would  be  in  accord 
with  Gods  will,  then  persist  in  your  request.  Don't  lose  heart,  don't 
give  up  -  especially  when  it  involves  the  lives  of  others  who  are  in 
trouble  in  some  way.  "Therefore  do  not  be  anxious,  saying,  'What 
shall  we  eat?'  or  'What  shall  we  drink?'  Or  "What  shall  we  wear?'  For 
the  Gentiles  seek  all  these  things  and  your  heavenly  Father  knows 
that  you  need  them  all." 

"But  seek  first  his  kingdom  and  his  righteousness  and  all  these 
things  will  be  yours  as  well." 

Use  the  remammg  days  of  summer  to  take  a  look  at  your  prayer 
life  -  especially  that  of  intercession:  your  prayer  for  your  needs  and 
those  of  others.       -  Sister  Ann  Shields 

Sister  Ann's  new  book,  To  be  like  Jesus,  Reflections  on  the  Gospel  of  Luke, 
is  available  from  www.renewalministries.net  or  by  calling  734.662. 1  730 


here  is  God  in  the  countless  tragedies  that 
happen  in  our  world?  Where  is  God  when  bad 
things  happen  to  good  people?  Where  was  God 
during  the  Holocaust? 


These  are  timeless  questions  and,  taken  together,  constitute 
what  is  often  called  the  theodicy  question,  the  question  of  God 
and  human  suffering. 

Every  so  often  this  question  hits  us  with  a  particular  poi- 
gnancy, as  it  did  last  January  with  the  earthquake  in  Haiti. 
Somewhere  between  a  quarter  of  a  million  and  half  a  million 
people  are  dead,  thousands  are  injured,  hundreds  of  thousands 
are  homeless,  thousands  more  now  face  the  possibility  of  disease 
from  lack  of  proper  water,  food,  housing, 
and  hygiene,  its  capital  city  has  been  almost 
completely  destroyed,  and  virtually  everyone  in 
the  country  has  lost  loved  ones.  And  all  of  this 
happened  to  one  of  the  poorest  nations  in  the 
world  -  and  to  a  people  who  have  a  deep  faith 
in  God. 

Where  is  God  in  all  this?  How  does  one  find 
a  faith  perspective  within  which  to  understand 
this?  Not  easily 

When  we  search  scripture  for  answers,  we 
find  that  neither  the  Jewish  scriptures  nor 
Jesus  try  to  tackle  the  question  philosophically, 
namely,  in  the  type  of  way  that  Christian  and 
Jewish  apologetic  writers  have  tried  to  answer 
it.  Scripture  and  Jesus,  instead,  do  two  things: 
First,  they  place  suffering  and  tragedy  into  a 
larger  perspective  within  which  God  is  under- 
stood more  as  redeeming  suffering  rather  than 
as  rescuing  us  from  it.  Second,  they  assure  us  that  God  is  with 
us,  a  fellow-sufferer,  in  any  tragedy. 

For  example,  anyone  who  follows  the  daily  readings  for  the 
church's  liturgy,  cannot  not  have  noticed,  that  on  the  very  day 
after  the  earthquake,  there  was  a  haunting  parallel  between  what 
happened  in  Haiti  and  what  was  described  in  that  days  Epistle 
taken  from  the  Book  of  Samuel.  Here  is  an  excerpt  from  the 
Epistle  for  the  liturgy  the  day  after  the  earthquake: 

So  the  people  went  to  Shiloh,  and  brought  with  them  the 
arc  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  who  is  enthroned 
on  the  cherubim.  The  two  sons  of  Eli,  Hophni  and  Phinehas, 
were  there  with  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant.  When  the  ark  of 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  was  brought  into  the  camp,  all  Israel 
gave  a  mighty  shout,  so  that  the  whole  earth  resounded.  ... 
[And  with  that  faith  and  confidence,  Israel  marched  into 
battle,  but]  ...  Israel  was  defeated,  and  everyone  fled,  each  to 


Where  was  God 
when  the  earth- 
quake hit  Haiti? 
He  was  weep- 
ing with  its 
people,  griev- 
ing outside  its 
mass  graves, 
sitting  in  sad- 
ness beside 
its  collapsed 
buildings. 


his  own  house.  There  was 
a  great  slaughter  and  thirty 
thousand  of  her  foot-soldiers 
fell.  The  arc  of  the  covenant 
was  captured;  and  the  two 
sons  of  Eli  died. 

One  doesn't  have  to  strain 
the  imagination  to  write  a  haunting  parallel: 

So  the  people  Haiti  practiced  their  Christian  faith  with 
piety  and  confidence.  They  went  to  their  churches,  received 
the  Eucharist,  and  lit  vigil  candles  to  their  God.  And  they 
trusted  that  their  God  would  protect  them.  But  there  came 
a  great  earthquake.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  its  people 
died,  its  great  buildings  were  all  leveled,  all  its  churches  were 
destroyed,  its  beloved  cathedral  fell  to  the  ground,  and  the 
Archbishop  was  killed. 

So  where  was  God  in  all  of  this? 
The  Book  of  Samuel  doesn't  try  to  write  an 
apologetics  to  explain  what  happened  that  day 
when  a  people  who  had  just  celebrated  its  faith 
and  confidence  in  God  were  utterly  crushed 
in  battle.  It  doesn't  try  to  explain  where  God 
was  when  this  happened.  It  simply  continues 
to  tell  its  story  and,  eventually  we  see  how 
God  redeems  a  tragedy  from  which  he  didn't 
rescue  its  victims.  It  also  makes  clear  that  God 
was  with  the  people  of  Israel,  even  as  they  were 
being  routed. 

Jesus  gives  us  essentially  the  same  perspec- 
tive: When  his  friend,  Lazarus,  lay  dying,  he 
didn't  rush  to  his  side  to  rescue  him.  He  waited 
until  Lazarus  was  dead  and  only  then  went  to 
his  home.  He  was  met  there  by  the  sisters  of 
MBBHHHPI     Lazarus,  Martha  and  Mary,  who  each  asked  him 
the  painful  question:  Where  were  you  when  our  brother  was 
dying?  Why  didn't  you  come  and  cure  him? 

Jesus,  for  his  part,  doesn't  meet  their  question  head-on.  In- 
stead he  simply  asks:  "Where  have  you  put  him?"  They  answer: 
"Come,  we'll  show  you!"  They  take  him  to  the  grave  and  when 
Jesus  sees  the  tomb  and  drinks  in  their  grief,  he  sits  down  and 
begins  to  cry.  He  enters  and  shares  their  grief.  Only  afterwards 
does  he  raise  up  the  body  of  his  dead  friend. 
Where  was  God  when  the  earthquake  hit  Haiti? 
He  was  weeping  with  its  people,  grieving  outside  its  mass 
graves,  sitting  in  sadness  beside  its  collapsed  buildings.  He  was 
there,  though  he  provided  no  Hollywood  or  Superman- type  res- 
cue. Moreover  we  can  be  sure  he  will  redeem  what  was  lost.  In 
God's  time,  eventually,  not  a  single  life  or  single  dream  that  died 
in  Haiti  will  remain  unredeemed.  In  the  end,  all  will  be  well  and 
all  will  be  well  and  every  manner  of  being  will  be  well.  © 
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money  tip 


parenting  journey 


Budgeting  in         We  have  to  move  - 

tOligh  times  and  my  daughter  doesn't  want  to 


Living  on  a  tight  budget?  Does  it  seem  im- 
possible? The  very  first  step  is  to  understand 
that  budgeting  requires  discipline.  The  biggest 
hurdle  here  is  distinguishing  between  your 
needs  and  your  wants.  After  that,  it's  down  to 
the  gritty  details  of  income  and  expenses. 

•  Add  up  your  total  net  income  from  every  source  (this 
includes  salaries,  dividends  from  investments,  pen- 
sions, everything). 

•  Then  identify  all  of  your  expenses.  Tease  out  your 
fixed  expenses  (mortgages,  utilities,  car  payments) 
from  your  discretionary  expenses  (Netflix,  gym 
memberships,  dining  out). 

Here  comes  the  hard  part  -  eliminate  any  un- 
necessary expenses. 

•  Shop  differently,  clip  coupons,  focus  on  special  of- 
fers. Doing  extra  work  can  save  you  a  lot  of  money. 

•  Realize  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  delay  financial 
commitments  you  made  before  tough  times.  Just 
because  you  planned  to  remodel  the  bathroom  or  go 
on  vacation  doesn't  mean  you're  stable  to  do  these 
things  now. 

If  you're  really  strapped  for  cash,  itemize  everything 
you  own.  It  might  become  necessary  to  sell  some  of 
these  non-essential  assets  and  convert  them  to  cash. 
Do  you  really  need  that  boat,  RV  or  four-wheeler?  Be 
sure  to  consider  all  your  options. 


Catholic  Charities  Adds 
Six  Members  to  Board 


In  August,  Catholic  Charities  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh,  Inc.,  a  nonprofit  social  services  agency  serv- 
ing the  people  of  Eastern  North  Carolina,  welcomed 
six  new  board  members  during  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  on  July  1  7.  Bishop  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  installed  the  new  board  members  at  a  Mass 
preceding  the  meeting. 

The  new  board  members  are  David  Blain,  New 
Bern;  Kathy  Johnson,  Raleigh;  Mary  Keesee,  Hamp- 
stead;  Christopher  Kelley,  Nags  Head;  Geraldine 
Madden,  Raleigh;  William  Speas,  Oriental. 

"We  are  very  pleased  to  have  these  new  board 
members  join  us  and  look  forward  to  their  contri- 
butions to  our  organization,"  said  Kathleen  Walsh, 
ACSW,  Diocesan  Director  of  Catholic  Charities  of 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 

For  more  information  on  Catholic  Charities  of  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh,  call  9 1 9-82 1  -9750  or  visit 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org/how/social/ 


Q Because  of  my  husband's  job,  we  have  to 
•   move  this  year.  Our  high-school  daughter  is 
really  having  a  hard  time  with  this  -  she  is 
*   really  social  at  her  current  school  and  doesn't 
want  to  give  up  junior  and  senior  year  with  all 
her  friends.  How  can  we  make  the  move  easier  on  her? 


A Your  daughter's  reaction  is  completely  normal. 
•    She  had  expected  to  share  experiences  with  her 
friends  for  two  more  years  and  now  her  peers  will 
•    be  finishing  high  school  without  her.  As  parents  we 
hear  the  words,  "It  isn't  fair!"  and  our  response  is,  "No,  life  isn't  fair." 
By  now,  she  might  have  had  her  share  of  injuries  that  kept  her  out 
of  sports  events.  Beloved  grandparents  may  have  died.  Chronic 
illnesses  may  have  changed  the  lives  of  friends.  Each  time  there 
probably  has  been  the  same  bewilderment  that  life  has  taken  an 
unjust  pathway. 

Your  question  is  a  good  one,  because  it  focuses  on  the  most  ef- 
fective way  to  cope  with  this  unexpected  turn  of  events  rather  than 
raging  against  the  inevitable. 

•  Is  choice  possible  in  the  new  location?  When  one  of  my 
colleagues  planned  his  work-related  move,  he  and  his  wife  found 
three  communities  within  easy  commuting  distance  to  his  job.  They 
had  their  teenage  daughter  spend  an  entire  day  in  each  of  the  three 
possible  schools  that  they  selected.  She  chose  the  school  in  which 
she  felt  most  comfortable,  giving  her  some  decision-making  in  the 
move.  Then  her  parents  found  a  home  near  that  school. 

•  Can  friends  help  out?  Perhaps  a  friend  or  two  could  be  invited 
to  help  decorate  the  new  room  and  check  out  the  new  town.  It 
might  seem  less  threatening  given  the  secure  base  of  her  friendship 
network.  They  can  set  up  Skype  on  a  computer  and  tell  friends  back 
home  about  their  experiences. 

•  Make  school  connections  as  early  as  possible.  What  activi- 
ties does  your  daughter  enjoy?  Choir?  Band?  Yearbook?  Golf? 
Tennis?  Contact  her  future  school  and  see  how  she  can  become 

a  part  of  these  groups  once  you  move.  Find  out  the  names  of  the 
teachers  who  act  as  advisors  and  coaches.  How  can  she  become 
involved  once  you  arrive?  Ask  the  principal  if  it  would  be  possible  to 
hold  a  new  student  orientation.  Perhaps  there  are  several  other  new 
students;  they  have  no  way  of  identifying  one  another! 

•  Remind  your  daughter  to  be  herself.  If  a  subject  was  chal- 
lenging before,  she  might  have  asked  friends  if  they  wanted  to 
form  a  study  group.  That  can  be  an  effective  approach  in  making 
new  friends,  too.  Ask  other  students  about  high  school  and  town 
traditions.  Be  friendly  but  don't  try  too  hard!  Keep  in  touch  with  old 
friends  and  stay  open  to  new  experiences! 

Remind  your  daughter  that  all  her  worries  and  concerns  can  be 
shared  in  her  prayers: 
"I  trust  in  you,  O  LORD;  I  say,  'You  are  my  God'.  My  times  are  in 

your  hands..."  (Psalm  31:  14-15)  -  Dr.  Cathleen  McGreal 


onde  esta  Dios  en  las  innumerables  tragedias  que 
ocurren  en  nuestro  mundo?  <>D6nde  esta  Dios  cuando 
sucede  algo  pernicioso  a  gente  buena?  JDonde  estaba 
Dios  durante  el  Holocausto? 


Estas  son  preguntas  perennes,  y,  tomadas  juntas,  constituyen 
lo  que  con  frecuencia  se  llama  la  "cuestion  de  teodicea".  La 
cuestion  de  Dios  y  del  sufrimiento  humano. 

Con  muchisima  frecuencia  esta  cuestion  nos  golpea  con 
especial  agresividad,  como  ocurrio  a  causa  del  terremoto 
de  Haiti.  Mas  o  menos,  han  muerto  entre  un  cuarto  de 
millon  y  medio  millon  de  personas,  miles  quedaron  heridas, 
cientos  de  miles  sin  techo  ni  casa;  mas  miles  todavia  de 
personas  confrontan  ahora  la  temida  posibilidad  de  contraer 
enfermedades  por  falta  de  agua  potable,  alimento,  vivienda 
e  higiene;  su  ciudad  capital  ha  sido  casi  completamente 
destruida,  y  practicamente  todos  los  habitantes  del  pais  ha 
perdido  seres  queridos.  Y  todo  esto  sucedio  a  una  de  las 
naciones  mas  pobres  del  mundo  -  y  a  un  pueblo  que  siente 
profunda  fe  en  Dios. 

^Donde  esta  Dios  en  todo  esto?  ^Como  encuentra  uno  una 
perspectiva  de  fe  en  la  que  se  pueda  entender  esto?  No  es  facil. 

Cuando  buscamos  respuesta  en  la  Escritura,  nos  encontramos 
con  que  ni  las  escrituras  judias  ni  Jesus  tratan  la  cuestion 
de  modo  filosoflco,  a  saber,  con  el  tipo  de  estilo  que  los 
escritores  apologistas,  tanto  cristianos  como  judios,  han 
intentado  contestarlas.  En  su  lugar,  la  Escritura  y  Jesus  hacen 
dos  cosas:  Primera,  situan  el  sufrimiento  y  la  tragedia  dentro 
de  una  perspectiva  mas  amplia  en  la  que  se  percibe  a  Dios 
mas  como  sufriendo  con  nosotros  para  redimimos  que  como 
rescatandonos  del  mal.  Segunda,  la  Escritura  y  Jesus  nos 
aseguran  que  Dios  esta  con  nosotros,  como  companero  sufriente, 
en  cualquier  tragedia. 

Por  ejemplo,  hay  un  obsesivo  paralelo  entre  lo  que  sucedio  en 
Haiti  y  lo  que  se  describe  en  el  primer  libro  de  Samuel,  cuando 
el  pueblo  de  Israel  fue  derrotado  por  los  hlisteos,  en  sangrienta 
batalla.  He  aqui  un  extracto  de  la  lectura: 

"Mandaron  gente  a  Silo,  y  de  alii  trajeron  el  area  de  la  alianza 
del  Senor  Todopoderoso,  que  tiene  su  trono  sobre  querubines. 
Los  dos  hijos  de  Eli,  Jofni  y  Finees,  volvieron  con  el  area  de  la 
alianza  de  Dios.  Cuando  el  area  de  la  alianza  del  Senor  llego 
al  campamento,  todo  Israel  lanzo  a  pleno  pulmon  el  grito  de 
guerra, y la  tierra retemblo.  (...)  [Y con esa fe y  confianza,  Israel 
marcho  a  la  batalla,  pero]  . . .  Los  filisteos  se  lanzaron  a  la  lucha  y 
derrotaron  a  los  israelitas,  que  huyeron  a  la  desbandada.  Fue  una 

derrota  tremenda:  cayeron  treinta  mil  soldados  de  la  infanteria 
israelita.  El  area  de  Dios  fue  capturada  y  los  dos  hijos  de  Eli 
-Jofni  y  Finees-  murieron"  a  sm,  4,4-1  n. 


Uno  no  tiene  que  forzar  la 
imaginacion  para  escribir  un 
impresionante  paralelo: 
Asi,  el  pueblo  de  Haiti 
practicaba  su  fe  cristiana 
con  piedad  y  confianza.  Los 
haitianos  iban  a  sus  iglesias, 
recibian  la  eucaristia,  y  encendian  velas  a  su  Dios.  Y  confiaban 
que  su  Dios  los  protegeria. 

Pero  vino  un  gran  terremoto.  Cientos  de  miles  de  su  pueblo 
murieron,  sus  grandes  edificios  quedaron  totalmente  derruidos, 
ruinas  por  doquier,  casi  todas  sus  iglesias  destruidas;  su  querida 
catedral  colapso  y  se  desplomo,  y  el  arzobispo  murio  bajo  las 
ruinas  de  su  "palacio". 
Entonces,  idonde  estaba  Dios  cuando  ocurrio  todo  esto? 
El  libro  de  Samuel  no  trata  de  escribir  una  apologia 
para  explicar  lo  que  paso  aquel  dia,  cuando  el  pueblo,  que 
justamente  habia  celebrado  su  fe  y  confianza  en  Dios,  fue 
completamente  derrotado  en  la  batalla.  No  intenta  explicar 
donde  estaba  Dios  cuando  eso  ocurrio.  Simplemente  continua 
contando  su  historia,  y  al  fin,  vemos  como  Dios  redime  una 
tragedia  de  la  que  no  rescato  a  las  victimas.  Deja  claro  tambien 
que  Dios  estaba  con  el  pueblo  de  Israel,  incluso  mientras  eran 
totalmente  derrotados. 

Jesus  nos  ofrece  en  esencia  la  misma  perspectiva:  Cuando 
su  amigo  Lazaro  estaba  agonizando,  no  se  apresuro  para  estar 
a  su  lado  y  rescatarlo  de  la  muerte.  Aguardo  hasta  que  Lazaro 
estuviera  ya  muerto,  y  solo  entonces  fue  a  la  casa  de  sus  amigas. 
Alii  salieron  al  encuentro  de  Jesus  las  dos  hermanas  de  Lazaro, 
Marta  y  Maria,  que  le  preguntaron  -cada  una  de  ellas-  la  misma 
pregunta  lacerante:  ^Donde  estabas  cuando  nuestro  hermano 
estaba  agonizando?  ^Por  que  no  viniste  a  curarle? 

Jesus,  por  su  parte,  no  aborda  la  pregunta  de  frente.  En 
cambio,  simplemente  pregunta:  "^Donde  le  habeis  puesto?"  Ellas 
responden:  "Ven,  te  lo  vamos  a  mostrar".  Le  llevan  a  la  tumba,  y 
cuando  Jesus  ve  el  sepulcro  y  bebe  de  la  misma  copa  de  dolor  de 
Marta  y  Maria,  se  sienta  y  comienza  a  llorar.  Entra  dentro  de  la 
afliccion  de  sus  amigas  y  la  comparte  con  ellas.  Solo  despues  da 
vida  de  nuevo  al  cuerpo  muerto  de  su  amigo  difunto. 
^Donde  estaba  Dios  cuando  el  terremoto  de  Haiti? 
Estaba  llorando  con  su  pueblo,  llorando  fuera  de  las  fosas 
comunes,  sentado  sumido  por  la  tristeza  al  lado  de  los  edificios 
colapsados. 

El  estaba  alii,  aunque  no  proporciono  rescate  al  estilo  de 
Hollywood  o  de  Superman.  Ademas,  podemos  estar  seguros  de 
que  redimira  lo  perdido.  Dentro  del  tiempo  inmenso  de  Dios, 
finalmente,  ni  una  sola  vida,  ni  un  solo  sueno  que  murieron  en 
Haiti,  permaneceran  sin  redencion. 

Al  final,  todos  quedaran  bien,  todo  saldra  bien,  y  toda  forma 
de  ser  quedara  recuperada  y  perfecta. 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


J 


Ayudando  A  Nuestros  Hijos  "Conocer  a 
Jesus  cada  vez  "Mejor  y  Mejor" 


En  su  primer  Dla  Mundial  de  la  Juventud,  como 
nuevo  Santo  Padre,  el  Papa  Benedicto  XVI  le  re- 
cordo  a  los  jovenes  y  a  todos  nosotros  que  nuestra 
prioridad  mas  grande  debe  ser  "llegar  a  conocer  a 
Jesus  mejor  y  mejor".  A  medida  que  comienza  un  nuevo  ano 
academico  para  muchos  de  nuestros  jovenes,  oremos  para  que 
experimenten  bendiciones  abundantes  mientras  ejercen  sus 
estudios  y  aprovechen  las  experiencias  innumerables  que  les 
seran  ofrecidas.  Al  mismo  tiempo  se  nos  recuerda  que  nuestra 
prioridad  mas  grande  es  ayudar  a  nuestros  estudiantes  en  la 
busqueda  de  la  verdad  que  es  Jesucristo,  para  que  "lleguen  a 
conocerlo  a  El  mejor  y  mejor."  Esta  responsabilidad,  por  su- 
puesto,  empieza  con  ustedes  queridos  padres.  Ustedes  son  los 
primeros  en  educar  a  sus  hijos  en  el  camino  de  la  fe.  Gracias 
por  su  fidelidad  a  esta  vocacion  maravillosa. 


Mas  que  nunca,  en  un  mundo  donde 
tantas  falsedades  y  mensajes  conflictivos 
son  enviados  diariamente  a  nuestros 
jovenes,  los  padres  necesitan  asistencia 
y  apoyo  para  ayudar  a  sus  hijos  conocer, 
amar  y  servir  a  Jesus.  Esa  es  la  razon 
por  la  cual  nuestra  Escuelas  Catolicas 
existen.  Ellas  proporcionan  la  oportuni- 
dad  cada  dia  a  los  estudiantes  para  que 
oren  y  mediten  a  traves  de  la  Sagrada 
Escritura,  estudien  la  fe  Catolica  y  cele- 
bren  los  Sacramentos.  Se  les  expresa  una 
enorme  gratitud,  estimados  padres,  por 
los  sacrificios  que  hacen  para  propor- 
cionar  a  sus  hijos  con  esta  experiencia. 
Yo  les  aseguro  mi  continuo  apoyo  de  las 
Escuelas  Catolicas  en  la  Diocesis,  por  la 
cual  me  siento  muy  orgulloso.  (Y  con 
gran  alegria,  incluyo  nuestra  escuela 
nueva,  Papa  Juan  Pablo  II  High  School, 
en  Greenville).  Tambien  expreso  un 
profundo  agradecimiento  a  los  parrocos 
y  educadores  Catolicos  por  su  com- 
promiso  por  hacer  fuerte  la  identidad 
catolica  y  una  fe  vibrante,  asi  como  su 
compromiso  a  una  excelente  education. 

Otra  gran  fuente  de  orgullo  en  nuestra 
Diocesis  son  los  programas  de  formation 
de  fe  que  tambien  ofrecen  una  asistencia 


enorme  a  nuestros  padres  para  ayudar  a 
sus  hijos  a  crecer  en  la  fe  catolica.  Estos 
programas  solo  pueden  existir  con  el 
apoyo  de  los  parrocos,  directores  de  la 
education  religiosa,  lideres,  catequistas  y 
voluntarios  que  generosamente  ofrecen 
sus  servicios.  Me  uno  a  los  padres  para 
expresar  un  profundo  agradecimiento  a 
todos  ustedes. 

Tambien  un  reconocimiento  a  los  pa- 
dres que  ensenan  a  sus  hijos  en  el  hogar. 
Ustedes  reflejan  un  gran  compromiso 
por  su  vocacion  como  los  primeros  mae- 
stros  de  sus  hijos.  Sepan  que  la  Diocesis 
continuant  buscando  metodos  nuevos  y 
creativos  para  asociarse  con  ustedes. 

iQue  es  lo  debe  siempre  estar  en  el 
Corazon  de  las  Escuelas  Catolicas  y 
programas  de  formation  de  fe?  Primero, 
debemos  ensenar  a  nuestros  hijos  como 
orar  para  que  puedan  crecer  en  una 
relation  intima  con  el  Senor.  Esta  rel- 
ation debe  ser  fomentada  y  alimentada 
para  guiarlos  a  un  amor  intenso  y  con 
reverencia  a  Jesus  en  el  precioso  don  de 
la  Eucaristia.  Debemos  dark  amor  por  la 
palabra  de  Dios,  alentarlos  para  que  ellos 
permitan  ser  guiados  e  iluminados  a 
traves  de  la  palabra  en  todas  sus  decisio- 


nes.  Debemos  darles  "substantia"-  cono- 
cimiento  verdadero  de  nuestra  fe  catolica 
y  las  ensenanzas  de  la  Iglesia,  para  que 
puedan  claramente  articular  y  compartir 
con  otros.  Por  ultimo,  debemos  brin- 
dar  oportunidades  para  que  vivan  su 
fe  y  demuestren  su  amor  por  Jesus  con 
acciones  de  servicios  y  especialmente, 
ayudando  a  los  mas  necesitados  entre 
nosotros.  Estos  servicios,  por  supuesto, 
tiene  sus  raices  en  la  conviction  que 
toda  vida  es  sagrada,  que  la  dignidad 
de  cada  persona  debe  ser  respetada  y  a 
diario  debemos  luchar  para  vivir  como 
hermanos  y  hermanas  en  Cristo,  como 
miembros  de  la  sagrada  familia  de  Dios. 

A  la  luz  de  la  necesidad  esencial  de 
proporcionar  a  nuestros  estudiantes  con 
"substantia"  en  sus  esfuerzos  por  apre- 
nder  su  fe,  me  siento  muy  orgulloso  de 
afirmar  que  el  Plan  de  Estudios  Religio- 
sos  y  las  Normas  para  nuestras  Escuelas 
Catolicas  y  programas  de  formation  de  fe 
de  las  parroquias  han  sido  recientemente 
examinados,  revisados  y  fortalecidos.  Es- 
tas  iniciativas  reflejan  el  enorme  esfuerzo, 
y  la  dedication  de  los  miembros  del  co- 
mite,  con  quien  estoy  muy  agradecido.  Su 
experiencia  y  sabiduria  ayudo  a  producir 
un  plan  de  trabajo  y  normas  detalladas 
que  seran  recursos  invaluables  para  los 
padres  y  educadores  catolicos.  El  plan  de 
estudio  y  normas  pueden  encontrarse  en 
la  pagina  web  de  la  Diocesis,  en  la  section 
de  Formation  Catolica  y  Evangelization 
o  Escuelas  Catolicas. 

Todos  amamos  a  nuestros  hijos. 
Tratamos  de  ayudarlos  con  todo  lo  que 
necesitan  para  su  crecimiento  en  todos 
los  niveles  de  formation.  jSin  embargo, 
no  existe  mayor  regalo  que  podemos  dar 
que  ayudarlos  a  conocer  a  Jesus  "mejor  y 
mejor"  ya  que  El  es  el  Camino,  la  Verdad 
y  la  Vida!  A  medida  que  se  comienza  un 
nuevo  ano  academico,  deseo  que  todos 
nosotros,  en  especial  ustedes  estimados 
padres,  puedan  renovarse  en  el  compro- 
miso. Sepan  que  como  Diocesis  estamos 
aqui  para  ayudarle  en  todas  las  maneras 
posibles. 


Formados  en  la  Fe 

Atleticos  Universitarios  locales  Catolicos 
encuentran  fortaleza  en  sus  creencias 


Entrenando  a  Duke  con  cuatro  titulos  del  baloncesto  y  al 
equipo  de  los  Estados  Unidos  a  una  medalla  de  oro  de 
los  Olfmpicos  fue  una  emotion  enorme.  Pero  cuando 
le  pregunte  al  Entrenador  Mike  Krzyzewski  acerca  de 
las  cosas  que  el  valora  mas,  el  no  falla  en  mencionar  su  parroquia, 
Inmaculada  Conception  de  Durham. 


El  centra  de  comunidad 
de  Emily  K,  que  construyo 
Kryzewski  en  honor  a  su 
madre,  esta  junto  a  la  Iglesia 
Inmaculada  Conception, 
y  los  ninos  de  la  escuela 
Inmaculada  Conception 
utilizan  el  gimnasio  durante 
el  dia.  Ubicado  a  mitad  de 
camino  entre  los  edifitios  del 
campo  de  Duke  y  en  el  centra 
de  la  ciudad  de  Durham,  la 
parroquia  sirve  a  una  diversa 
enriquecedora  clientela. 

"La  diversidad  que  existe  ahi, 
me  ha  encantado  desde  que  he 
venido  a  Durham,  y  es  donde 
he  estado  desde  que  llegamos 
hace  30  anos,"  dijo  Kryzewski. 
"La  economia  social  de  nuestra 
iglesia  realmente  abarca  todo 
el  mundo.  Es  una  iglesia 
vibrante  y  tiene  un  impacto 
muy  grande  en  la  comunidad 
Hispana. 

Kryzewski  es  una  de  las 
muchas  figuras  atleticas  de 
universidades  prominentes  en 
el  area  del  Triangulo  con  un 
historial  Catolico  enriquecedor. 
Kryzewski,  el  entrenador 
de  futbol  de  Duke  David 
Cutcliffe  y  el  Director  Kevin 
White  de  los  Atleticos  de 
Duke  son  parroquianos  de  la 
Inmaculada  Conception.  El 
entrenador  de  futbol  del  NC 
State  Tom  O'Brien  asiste  a  misa 
regularmente  a  la  Catedral  del 
Sagrado  Corazon  en  el  centra 
de  Raleigh.  Y  el  entrenador 
de  Carolina  del  None  lacrosse 
Joe  Breschi  es  miembro  de  la 
Comunidad  Catolica  en  Santo 
Tomas  More  en  Chapel  Hill. 

Los  entrenadores  no 
predican  la  doctrina  catolica  a 
sus  atletas,  pero  dicen  que  su 
fe  les  da  orientation,  sabiduria 
y  fortaleza. 
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"Creo  que  te  da  la  oportunidad  de  dar  gracias,"  dijo 
Krzyzewski.  "Tambien  te  ofrece  una  oportunidad  para  reflexionar. 
Te  da  una  oportunidad  para  encontrar  la  fuerza  cuando  eres 
debil,  te  da  la  oportunidad  de  ver  como  manejar  el  exito,  el 
fracaso,  como  manejar  las  exigencias  que  te  han  puestos. " 

Tom  O'Brien 


Tom  O'Brien  vive  solo  a  dos  cuadras  del  Sagrado  Corazon  en  el 
centra  de  Raleigh  y  disfruta  la  intimidad  de  la  Catedral  Catolica 
mas  pequena  en  el  continente  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

El  entrenador  credo  en  Cincinnati  en  medio  de  una  familia 
devota  a  la  fe  catolica.  Sus  padres  asistian  a  misa  diariamente, 
al  igual  que  O  '  Brien,  un  estudiante  de  la  escuela  catolica  por 
12  anos.  El  recuerda  con  carifio  que  en  los  viajes  largos  por 
carretera  su  familia  rezaba  el  Rosario  juntos  para  dejar  pasar  el 
tiempo  y  que  rara  vez  habia  un  domingo  que  no  hubiera  un 
sacerdote  como  invitado  a  la  cena. 

Debido  a  su  amor  por  el  futbol,  O'Brien  dijo  que  queria  asistir 
a  Purcell  High  School,  dirigida  por  sacerdotes  Marianistas. 
Purcell  estuvo  en  el  lugar  donde  jugo  Roger  Staubach  una 
leyenda  local  a  finales  de  la  decada  de  1950  antes  de  ganar  el 
Trofeo  Heisman  en  la  Academia  Naval  y  antes  de  estar  como 
Mariscal  de  campo  en  el  equipo  de  los  Vaqueros  de  Dallas.  Pero 
su  padre  insistia  a  que  acudiera  a  St.  Xavier  High  School,  dirigida 
por  los  Jesuitas,  y  hoy  O'Brien  esta  contento  de  haber  seguido  el 
consejo  de  su  padre. 

"Nunca  hubo  ninguna  pregunta  por  que  ibamos  a  los  Jesuitas", 
dijo  O'Brien.  "Era  por  el  bien  de  uno.  Papa  sabe  que  es  lo  mejor,  y 
en  aquel  tiempo  uno  obedecia  y  confiaba  en  su  padre". 

Mas  tarde,  como  entrenador  del  Colegio  de  Boston  durante  10 
anos  antes  de  venir  al  Estado  de  N.C.  antes  de  la  temporada  de 
2007,  O'Brien  dijo  que  su  fe  fue  enriquecida  por  el  espiritu  que 
impregna  el  campo  de  una  de  las  universidades  Catolicas  de  las 
mas  destacadas  en  la  nation. 

Junto  con  su  formation  en  la  Infanteria  de  Marina,  la  fe  de 
O'Brien  le  ha  causado  predicar  sobre  la  ausencia  de  egoismo  a 
sus  jugadores,  y  ellos  han  adoptado  su  ensenanza.  Han  viajado  a 
Camp  Lejeune  para  visitar  a  los  soldados  heridos,  construyeron 
casas  en  Mississippi  despues  del  huracan  Katrina  y  recaudaron 
juguetes  para  los  pequefiitos. 

"Mi  fe  es  mi  bnijula  intima,"  dijo  O'Brien.  "Esto  ayuda  a 
diferenciar  entre  las  decisiones  dificiles  pero  correctas  en  lugar  de 
las  decisiones  faciles  pero  equivocadas. 

O  Brien  considera  que  su  fe  le  da  una  perspectiva.  "Hay  cosas 
mas  grandes  en  el  exterior  que  uno  mismo,  dijo  O'Brien.  "Entre 
mas  ayudas  a  tu  prqjimo  mejor  te  ira". 

Kevin  White 


Al  igual  que  O'Brien,  el  Director  Kevin  White  de  los  Atleticos 
de  Duke  tiene  un  historial  en  la  Universidad  Catolica.  Antes  de 
venir  a  Duke,  fue  director  de  atletismo  durante  ocho  anos  en  la 
Univerdidad  de  Notre  Dame.  Tambien  dirigio  el  programa  de 
Atletismo  en  otra  escuela  Catolica,  la  Universidad  de  Loras  en 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  Sirviendo  en  las  instituciones  tuvo  un  impacto 


significativo  sobre  su  familia  entera,  dijo  Kevin  White.  Ahora 
asiste  a  Inmaculada  Conception,  aunque  a  veces  participa  en  la 
misa  de  los  estudiantes  los  domingos  por  la  tarde  en  la  capilla  en 
el  campo  de  Duke. 

El  versiculo  favorito  de  White  es  el  Salmo  23:4;  "Aunque 
pase  por  quebradas  oscuras,  no  temo  ningun  mal,  porque  tu 
estas  conmigo".  Crecio  inspirado  en  la  fe  por  su  abuela,  Mary 
O'Donnell,  quien  emigro  de  Irlanda  en  1917.  El  la  describe  como 
una  persona  de  caracter  fuerte,  comprometida  a  un  lecho  de  roca 
de  principios  catolicos  tradicionales  que  aun  resuenan  con  White. 

"Mi  fe  me  ayuda  a  defmirme  a  mi  mismo,  asi  como  a  todos 
los  demas,"  White  lo  escribio  en  una  entrevista  por  correo 
electronico.  "Por  otra  parte,  mi  orientation  profunda  arraigada 
en  fe  me  proporciona  un  marco  basico  desde  donde  yo  puedo 
intentar  funcionar  ambos  personal  y  profesional. 

David  Cutcliffe 


Mientras  crecia  en  Birmingham,  Alabama,  David  Clutcliffe 
ansiaba  por  ser  monaguillo  en  la  Iglesia  Catolica  de  San  Bernabe. 
No  era  tan  facil  como  lo  es  hoy  en  dia,  recuerda  David.  Los  ninos 
tenian  que  demostrar  que  sabian  las  repuestas  apropiadas  en 
latin  antes  de  que  se  les  permitiera  servir.  Sin  embargo,  Cutcliffe 
paso  la  prueba,  siempre  gozo  el  desafio.  El  recuerda  la  emotion 
de  prepararse  para  la  misa  y  ponerse  la  sotana  y  participar  en  la 
procesion  de  entrada  hacia  el  altar  como  si  estuviera  entrando  a 
un  teatro  por  la  parte  posterior  del  escenario. 

Su  respeto  por  su  parroco,  el  padre  Daniel  O'Reilly,  fue  de 
tal  manera  que  tenia  miedo  a  muerte  cometer  un  error,  pero 
Cutcliffe  le  gustaba  estar  en  el  altar. 

"Tenia  el  marmol  bianco,  y  el  Tabemaculo  fue  algo  que 
era  misterioso  para  mi,"  dijo  Cutcliffe.  "Llegar  tan  cerca  del 
tabemaculo  [fue  especial].  Sonabamos  las  campanas  tambien. 
Era  cosa  grande  sonar  las  campanas  y  hacerlo  correctamente. 

Cutcliffe  tiene  un  carino  especial  por  los  evangelios  y  paso 
tiempo  este  verano  leyendolos  en  orden  y  estudiando  su 
similitud  y  diferencias.  Su  lectura  favorita  es  Filipenses  4:13: 
"Todo  lo  puedo  en  Cristo  que  me  fortalece".  Cutcliffe  tambien 
cree  que  los  sacerdotes  de  la  iglesia  Catolica  no  reciben  el  respeto 
debido  ni  el  credito  que  se  merecen  como  lideres.  El  recibe 
muchos  VIPs  a  traves  de  su  trabajo,  y  dijo  que  los  sacerdotes  y 
militares  generales  son  los  que  mas  lo  han  impresionado. 

El  no  predica  una  fe  especifica  a  sus  jugadores,  pero  dijo  que 
su  religion  afecta  en  la  forma  que  el  entrena  a  su  equipo. 

"Lo  que  nos  enorgullece  es  el  efecto  duradero  en  los  jovenes 
para  el  resto  de  sus  vidas",  dijo  Cutcliffe.  "Utilizamos  las  cuatro 
F's  aqui  en  Duke.  Ellas  son  fe,  familia,  futuros  y  futbol... . 
Nosotros  hemos  logrado  ganar  muchos  campeonatos  con  esta 
lista  de  prioridades." 

Joe  Breschi 


La  fe  de  el  entrenador  Joe  Breschi  de  UNC  lacrosse  fue  puesta  a 
prueba  en  el  2004  cuando  su  hijo  de  3  anos  de  edad,  Michael 
fue  atropellado  por  un  coche  en  el  estacionamiento  de  pre- 
escolar  y  murio  en  Columbus,  Ohio. 


el    hispano  Catolico 


Breschi  habia  crecido  como  monaguillo  y  asistio  a  Jesuitas 
High  School,  Loyola  Blakefield  en  Towson,  Md.  Mientras  fue 
entrenador  en  el  estado  de  Ohio,  fue  miembro  de  la  parroquia 
de  la  Inmaculada  Conception  en  Columbus;  el  y  su  esposa  Julie 
enseriaban  sobre  la  liturgia  a  los  ninos  y  asistian  al  fish  fries  (venta 
de  pescado  frito)  de  los  Viemes.  Despues  pierden  a  su  hijo. 

Hicieron  la  pregunta  inevitable:  ^Por  que? 

"Al  perder  a  nuestro  hijo  hemos  luchado  con  el  por  que  de  lo 
ocurrido",  dijo  Breschi.  "Pensabamos  en,  ^Como  podemos  crecer 
en  nuestra  fe  con  una  situation  como  esta  y  continuar  viviendo 
nuestra  vida  y  acercamos  mas  a  Dios  espiritualmente  y  con  la 
posibilidad  de  ayudar  a  otros"? 

Monserior  Antonio  Missimi,  su  parroco,  les  brindo  consuelo. 
El  les  ayudo  a  ver  como  podian  sanar  si  se  acercaban  a  otros  en 
vez  de  encerrarse  en  su  dolor.  Desde  entonces  han  consolado  a 
otros  padres  que  tienen  hijos,  y  se  mantienen  activos  en  la  Iglesia. 
Breschi  empezo  un  estudio  Biblico  con  un  grupo  de  voluntarios 
con  solo  tres  participates  y  ha  crecido  a  mas  de  una  docena. 

El  anima  a  los  atletas  que  estan  tan  inclinados  a  perseguir  una 
mayor  comprension  de  su  espiritualidad.  Estaba  abrumado  de 
orgullo  cuando  el  capitan  del  equipo,  Michael  Jarvis,  se  le  acerco 
con  la  idea  de  empezar  a  recaudar  fondos  para  las  victimas  del 
terremoto  llamado  "Calzado  para  Haiti". 

"Eso  es  maravilloso,"  dijo  Breschi.  "Esta  bien  dar.  Esta  bien 
ayudar,  y  eso  para  mi  es  exitoso  como  entrenador.  Ganes  o 
Pierdas,  si  estas  ayudando  a  guiar  a  estos  hombres  jovenes  en  su 
vida  y  dirigiendolos  hacia  la  direction  mas  importante,  todo  lo 
demas  vendra. 


Breschi  es  guiado  por  la  oracion  de  la  serenidad,  donde  le 
pide  a  Dios  serenidad  para  aceptar  las  cosas  que  uno  no  puede 
cambiar,  el  valor  para  cambiar  lo  que  puede  ser  transformado,  y 
la  sabiduria  para  saber  las  diferencias. 

Coach  K:  "Una  imagen  mas  grande" 


Mike  Krzyzewski  no  tiene  una  oracion  favorita  o  un  versiculo 
de  la  Escritura,  pero  le  gusta  rezar  el  Rosario.  Para  el  es  un  acto 
de  fe  que  me  da  serenidad  y  consuelo,  dijo  Mike. 

Una  de  las  personas  mas  influyentes  en  la  vida  de  Kryzewski 
es  el  Padre  Francis  Rog,  un  sacerdote  que  sirvio  en  la  Archbishop 
Weber  High  School  en  Chicago,  donde  asistio  Kryzewski.  El 
padre  Rog  ayudo  a  Krzyzewski  a  comprender  como  debe  dejar 
que  su  fe  lo  guie  durante  sus  anos  de  adolescencia  creciendo  en 
un  vecindario  diftcil  de  Polacos.  Kryzewski  dijo  que  el  padre  Rog 
fue  puente  hacia  la  fe  para  el  y  continUa  siendolo. 

Creo  que  las  personas  que  tienen  fe  en  Dios,  saben  que 
les  espera  algo  mas  grande  que  lo  que  estan  haciendo,  dijo 
Krzyzewski.  "Usted  sabe,  que  hay  algo  mas  grande  que  usted. 
Cualesquiera  que  sean  los  logros  o  decepciones  que  tenga,  existe 
una  fuerza  de  saber  que  es  una  imagen  mas  grande,  ya  sea  en  el 
exito  o  humildad,  sabiendo  que  hay  algo  mayor  que  eso  o  mas 
importante,  y  sabiendo  que  el  fracaso  no  es  el  destino  final,  algo 
bueno  puede  ocurrir  de  todo  esto". 

La  fe  constantemente  hace  que  cosas  buenas  sucedan  para  estas 
figuras  deportivas  de  la  universidad  Catolica,  y  estan  orgullosos  y 
agradecidos  por  su  enlace  con  la  Iglesia. 


Se  Jubila  Teresa  Aldahondo 

La  Sra.  Teresa  Aldahondo,  consultor 
de  la  Oficina  diocesana  del  Ministerio 
Hispano,  se  ha  retirado 
despues  de  1 9  anos  de 
servicio  a  la  diocesis.  En  esos 
anos  se  ha  visto  un  enorme 
crecimiento  en  el  Ministerio  de 
fe  en  los  Catolicos  Hispanos, 
Teresa  dice  con  su  propia 
experiencia  acerca  de  como 
lograr  el  objetivo  del  Ministerio. 

"Cuando  llegue  por  primera 
vez  al  Centra  Catolico," 
dice  Teresa,"  trabaje  en  el 
campo  con  los  hispanos  por  medio  de 
mi  parroquia,  y  ayude  a  las  monjas  en  la 
escuela  de  mis  hijos,  pero  no  tuve  ningun 
entrenamiento  cuando  intentaba  desarrollar 
el  Ministerio  Hispano  a  nivel  Diocesano". 
En  ese  momento  Teresa,  quien  nacio 
en  Puerto  Rico  y  se  crio  en  Nueva  York, 
fue  una  de  las  pocas  personas  de  habla 
Hispana  en  las  oficinas  de  la  Diocesis. 


Ella  estaba  a  cargo  de  "ayudar". 
Aprender  como  hacerlo  involucro  mucho 
el  "OJT"  (trabajando  mientras  aprendia), 
lo  dice  con  una  sonrisa.  Al  principio,  el 

desafio  mas  grande  estaba  en 
el  desarrollo  de  los  lideres  a 
nivel  parroquial,  un  area  donde 
Teresa  cree  que  hay  un  gran 
progreso.  "Encontrar  lideres  es 
todavia  un  reto",  dice  Teresa, 
"pero  creo  que  ha  mejorado. 
Tenemos  mas  parroquias 
trabajando,  y  tenemos 
coordinadores  empleados 
por  las  parroquias  que 
regularmente  se  reunen  para 
la  planificacion  y  para  su  propia  formacion 
de  fe.  Les  damos  formacion  para  que 
ensenen  a  otros". 

Tambien  ve  un  mejoramiento  en  la 
colaboracion  entre  la  Oficina  del  Ministerio 
Hispano  y  otras  oficinas  en  la  Diocesis. 

Mientras  que  hay  un  debate  acerca 
de  si  los  jovenes  hispanos  deben  recibir 
la  formacion  de  fe  en  espanol  o  ingles, 


Teresa  cree  que  la  formacion  de  fe  para 
los  padres,  en  cualquier  idioma  que 
lo  prefieran,  es  un  punto  clave  de  la 
catequesis  entre  los  hispanos.  "Formen 
a  los  padres  y  ensenenles  para  que 
catequicen  a  los  ninos",  dice  Teresa. 
"Cuando  tus  padres  te  ensenan  en  casa, 
no  se  te  olvida." 

Se  le  pregunto  cual  seria  su  deseo 
mas  profundo  para  el  Ministerio  Hispano, 
Teresa  no  dudo  en  decir:  "Que  todos 
seamos  uno.  Que  todos  adoremos  sin 
divisiones". 

Al  jubilarse,  Teresa  le  da  gracias  a  Dios 
por  "mi  pueblo  y  mi  fe,  y  por  la  ayuda  que 
Dios  le  ha  dado  en  este  Ministerio.  Yo  he 
aprendido  mucho." 

El  Obispo  Burbidge  declare,  "Teresa  ha 
ofrecido  servicio  leal,  dedicado  y  generoso 
a  nuestra  diocesis  durante  muchos 
anos,  ambos  en  la  comunidad  Hispana 
y  en  toda  la  Diocesis.  En  nombre  de  sus 
companeros  de  trabajo  y  de  todos  aquellos 
que  ella  ha  servido,  le  deseo  a  Teresa 
mucha  felicidad  y  abundantes  bendiciones." 
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St.  Ann  Church  in  Clayton 
Celebrates  75th  Anniversary 

On  Saturday,  July  24th,  St.  Ann 
Catholic  Church  in  Clayton  celebrated 
its  75th  anniversary  with  a  Mass  of 
Thanksgiving  offered  by  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop 
of  Raleigh.  Concelebrating  the  Mass 
were  several  of  the  priests  who  have 
pastored  St.  Ann:  Msgr.  Michael  G. 
Clay,  the  current  Pastor,  as  well  as 
former  pastors  Fr.  Robert  F.  Shea,  Fr. 
Paul  W.  Brant,  S.J.,  Fr.  Scott  E.  Mc- 
Cue,  and  Msgr.  Francis  R.  Moeslein. 
Also  concelebrating  was  Fr.  James  F. 
Garneau,  Dean  of  the  Newton  Grove 
Deanery. 

The  parish  of  St.  Ann  first  took  root 
in  Smithfield,  where  a  few  staunch 


Catholic  families  worshipped  as  early 
as  1 854,  when  the  Henry  B.  Watson 
family  hosted  Mass  in  their  farmhouse. 

In  the  early  20th  century,  Smithfield 
and  neighboring  Selma  had  become 
a  center  for  Lebanese  Catholics.  In 
1 9 1 5,  a  small  chapel  named  St.  Peter's 
was  built  in  Smithfield  for  $845,  and 
the  community  was  designated  a  mis- 
sion. In  1 935,  Mrs.  Mary  Doyle  of 
Boston  gave  $5,000  for  a  church  to 
be  built  in  honor  of  St.  Ann.  That  church 
was  in  Smithfield.  The  Catholic  popula- 
tion was  never  large,  though.  Seven 
years  after  the  construction  of  St.  Ann, 
there  were  24  Catholics  in  Smithfield, 
1  7  in  Selma  and  2  in  Clayton. 

In  the  1 980's  and  1 990's,  St. 
Ann  Parish  saw  substantial  growth  via 
migration  from  both  the  south  and  the 


north.  First,  a  large  number  of  Latin 
Americans  began  moving  into  John- 
ston County,  at  first  as  seasonal  work- 
ers to  help  harvest  the  tobacco  crop, 
and  then  as  permanent  residents.  Then 
Pastor  (1  977-91 )  Fr.  Joseph  F.  Lynn, 
O.S.F.S.,  a  pioneer  in  Hispanic  ministry 
in  the  Diocese,  added  a  Spanish  Mass 
in  1  989,  celebrated  each  week  at  a 
drive-in  theater  on  Hwy.  301 . 

At  the  same  time,  the  Clayton  area 
became  a  popular  destination  for  new 
residents,  many  of  them  Catholic, 
from  other  parts  of  the  U.S.  In  1  993 
overflow  congregations  worshipped  via 
closed  circuit  TV  in  the  parish  hall;  in 
1  996,  a  weekly  Mass  was  offered  in 
the  Clayton  High  School. 

Eventually  the  parish  purchased  1  4 
acres  of  land  in  Johnston  County.  In 
1 998,  under  the  pastoral  leadership  of 
Fr.  Joseph  Mulroney,  St.  Ann  counted 
some  500  registered  families,  and 
a  successful  capital  campaign  raised 
more  than  $1 .5  million  in  pledges  for 
a  new  church.  On  June  30,  2002, 
Bishop  F.  Joseph  Gossman  dedicated 
the  present  St.  Ann  Church. 

In  his  homily  at  the  anniversary 
Mass,  Bishop  Burbidge  said,  "We 
rejoice  in  remembering  the  countless 
number  of  people  who  have  encoun- 
tered and  experienced  the  love  of  God 
in  your  parish  throughout  the  years. 

"The  celebration  of  a  parish  an- 
niversary," he  continued  "is  also  a 
grace-filled  moment  for  us  as  a  parish 
community  to  renew  our  promises  and 
our  commitment  to  continue  the  great 
works  of  the  Lord  as  we  remain  faithful 
to  all  that  He  asks  of  us." 

A  parish  picnic  followed  the  anniver- 
sary Mass. 


Correction 


In  the  advertisement  for  Cardinal 
Gibbons  High  School  in  the  July/ 
August  issue  of  NCC,  there  were  two 
errors  in  the  list  of  college  destina- 
tions of  CGHS  grads:  NC  State 
was  inadvertently  left  off  the  list,  and 
"Princeton  College"  should  have 
been  Princeton  University. 


Vacation  Bible  School  a  Hit  at  St.  Therese 


"I  wish  it  lasted  all  year  long!"  That  was  the  reaction  of  9-year-old  Isolde 
Gomez  to  the  Vacation  Bible  School  (VBS)  she  attended  in  June  at  St.  Therese 
Catholic  Church  in  Wrightsville  Beach.  Thirteen  children  aged  3-10  participat- 
ed in  the  program,  organized  by  Youth  Director  Jeff  Jolly.  Fourteen  St.  Therese 
teens  from  the  youth  group  volunteered  to  help  and  to  earn  service  hours 
toward  their  Confirmation  program. 

The  week-long  VBS  used  a  Catholic  program  called  Saint  Patrick  and  the 
Holy  Trinity,  published  by  Growing  with  the  Saints,  Inc.,  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  Each 
day  started  at  9  a.m.  with  a  skit  about  the  life  of  Saint  Patrick,  in  which  the  youth 
volunteers  were  the  actors.  The  children  then  broke  out  into  groups  by  age,  and 
the  day  continued  till  noon  with  catechesis,  crafts,  music,  activity  time  and  snack 
time.  Jeff,  parish  music  director  Angie  Daughtry  and  five  adult  volunteers  all 
contributed  to  the  activities. 

Youth  volunteer  Abigail  Reimel,  1 4,  thought  the  children  "definitely  enjoyed  it 
and  learned  a  lot  at  the  same  time.  I  loved  watching  them  having  so  much  fun 
as  they  were  growing  in  their  faith." 


things  to  do: 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  September  1 8,  9 
a.m.  -  1  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27603.  Adult  Catholic  men 
between  the  ages  of  1 7-48 
discerning  a  possible  call 
to  Priesthood  are  invited  to 
the  Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  meetings  held  on  the 
third  Saturday  of  each  month. 
If  you  are  just  beginning  to 
contemplate  a  vocation  or  are 
more  serious  about  a  call  to 
priesthood  please  consider 
attending  this  group.  The 
Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  in  which  to 
discuss  your  discernment  of 
a  possible  call  to  Priesthood 
with  other  men  who  are  also 
examining  the  call.  The  group 
discusses  issues  central  to 
the  call  and  does  so  within  the 
context  of  prayer,  presenta- 
tions, and  discussion.  The 
morning  begins  with  Mass. 
Coffee  and  doughnuts  will  be 
available  in  the  Office  of  Vo- 
cations (two  doors  down  from 
the  Cathedral)  after  Mass. 
Morning  Prayer,  a  discussion/ 
presentation  about  discern- 
ment/Priesthood, Daytime 
Prayer,  and  lunch  follow.  Next 
Discernment  group  October 
9..  For  more  information 
contact  the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

Fall  Festival,  September  1 8, 
5  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  Mother  of 
Mercy  Catholic  Church,  1  1  2 
West  9th  Street,  Washington. 
Food,  music,  games,  silent 
auction  and  raffle. 

Mass  for  Homeschoolers, 

September  1 8,  1 0  a.m.,  St. 
Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic 
Church,  520  West  Holding 


Avenue,  Wake  Forest,  NC 
27587.  Celebrant:  Most  Rev- 
erend Michael  F.  Burbidge. 

St.  Anne's  Women's  Club, 

Edenton,  is  sponsoring  a  se- 
ries of  workshops  dealing  with 
health,  Medicare,  long  term 
care,  hospice,  wills,  trusts,  re- 
spite care  and  insurance.  The 
first  workshop  will  be  on  Sept. 
1 8th.  The  presenters  will  be 
from  the  Chowan  North  Caro- 
lina Cooperative  Extension 
Service,  and  a  representative 
from  the  North  Carolina  Dept. 
of  Insurance.  The  presentation 
will  be  in  the  church  hall. 

Mass  Honoring  St. 
Lorenzo  Ruiz,  September 
19,  2:30  p.m.,  St.  Andrew 
the  Apostle  Catholic  Church, 
3008  Old  Raleigh  Road, 
Apex,  NC  27502.  Bishop  Mi- 
chael F.  Burbidge,  celebrant. 

Lorenzo  Ruiz  was  a  married 
layman  with  a  wife  and  three 
children.  Bom  in  Binondo, 
Manila  to  a  Chinese  father 
and  a  Filipina  mother  about 
1  600,  he  grew  up  and  was 
educated  under  the  influence 
of  the  Dominican  fathers.  He 
served  as  an  altar  boy  and 
later  as  a  clerk  sacristan  in 
the  Church  of  Binondo.  He 
was  a  devout  Catholic  and  a 
member  of  the  Confraternity 
of  the  Rosary.  In  1  636,  under 
the  advice  and  help  of  the 
Dominican  fathers,  he  left  for 
Japan  to  avoid  prosecution  for 
an  alleged  crime.  He  and  his 
companions  landed  in  Japan 
where  the  Christians  were 
being  persecuted  at  the  time. 
They  were  all  captured,  im- 
prisoned, and  later  inhumanely 
tortured.  To  an  offer  of  life  if 
he  would  just  recant  his  faith, 
Lorenzo  replied  that  he  would 
gladly  give  up  thousands  of 
lives  for  God  if  he  only  has 
them.  On  September  29, 
1  637  he  was  martyred  with 


I  5  companions.  All  1 6  were 
canonized  by  Pope  John  Paul 

II  on  October  18,  1987.  He 
became  the  first  Filipino  mar- 
tyr to  be  canonized.  Their  feast 
day  is  September  28.  It  is  said 
that  Pope  John  Paul  II  called 
St.  Lorenzo  Ruiz  a  patron  saint 
of  immigrants. 

For  more  information, 
please  contact  Fr.  Julian 
Jagudilla  at  91 9-847-8205, 
ext.  241. 

Quo  Vadis  Group,  Septem- 
ber 2 1 ,  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  219 
Edenton  Streeet,  Raleigh,  NC 
27613.  High  school  aged 
boys  are  invited  to  attend 
the  Quo  Vadis  Group,  which 
meets  once  a  month,  usually 
on  a  Tuesday  evening.  Quo 
Vadis  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  gather  for  fellowship, 
prayer  and  a  discussion  on 
discernment  and  vocations. 
Dinner  is  provided.  Next 
group  October  1  9.  Please 
contact  the  Office  of  Voca- 
tions for  more  information  at 
919-832-6279. 

40  Days  for  Life,  Sep- 
tember 22  The  annual  Fall 
40  Days  for  Life  will  begin 
September  22  and  last 
until  October  3 1 .  People  are 
asked  to  fast  and  pray  for  an 
end  to  abortion.  Please  con- 
sider volunteering  to  pray  at  an 
abortion  clinic.  Contact  Mary 
Smith  @  prayforlife247@aol. 
com  or  91 9-821 -9751. 

Sisters  Appreciation  Mass 
and  Reception,  September 
25,  1  1  am.  at  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  Catholic  Church, 
27 18  Overlook  Drive, 
Raleigh,  NC  27608.  At  this 
Mass  the  Diocese  will  also 
recognize  Women  Religious 
celebrating  significant  anniver- 
saries of  service. 


International  Food  Festi- 
val, September  25,  1 1 :30 
a.m.  -  6:30  p.m.  at  St.  Ann 
Catholic  Church,  4057 
U.S.  Highway  70  (Business 
West),  Clayton,  NC  27520. 
For  more  i9nformation  go  to 
www.  i  nternationalfoodf estival . 
net. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  September  23, 
7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27603.  Single  Catholic 
women  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-45  who  are  committed 
to  praying  for  vocations, 
growing  in  holiness  while  in 
the  midst  of  the  world,  and 
discerning  the  call  of  Christ 
are  invited  to  the  Vocations 
Prayer  Group  for  Women. 
Thursday  evening  meetings 
will  begin  in  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  with  Adoration  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  7 
pm  followed  by  Benediction. 
At  8  pm  the  group  will  move 
to  the  Office  of  Vocations  for 
fellowship  and  discussions. 
Meetings  should  end  by 
9  pm.  Next  group  on 
October  1 4.  Contact  Fr. 
Ned  Shlesinger,  vocations® 
raldioc.org. 

Mass  to  Mark  100th  Anni- 
versary of  Catholic  Chari- 
ties USA  September  26, 
1 0:30  a.m.,  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton 
Street,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27603. 
Celebrant:  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge. 

St  Patrick  Catholic 
Church's  "Oktober  Fest" 

Dance,  October  3,  5  p.m. 
-  1 0  p.m.  at  the  Parish 
Family  Life  Center,  2840 
Village  Dr.,  Fayetteville,  NC 
28304.  The  Raleigh,  NC 
Little  German  (20  piece) 
Band  will  guarantee  excel- 


Upcoming  events 
at  Avila  Retreat 
Center 

7 1  1  Mason  Road,  Durham. 
277 12.  To  register  or 
for  more  information,  call 
919.477.1285. 

Our  Common  Calling 
to  Holiness  and  Sanc- 


tity, Thursday,  September 

1  6,  9:30  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  Presented  by  Father  William  Mills, 
Rector  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Holy  Virgin  Orthodox  Church 
in  Charlotte,  NC,  and  author  of  "A  Guide  to  Spiritual  Re- 
newal" published  by  Paulist  Press.  Donation  $30  (includes 
lunch). 

►►  Secular  Franciscan  Retreat  -  the  San  Damiano 
Cross,  October  1-3,  Fri.  7p.m.  -  Sun.  Noon.  Father  Da- 
mian  Higgins  is  a  Ukrainian  Catholic  priest  of  the  Eparchy 
of  St.  Nicholas  in  Chicago.  He  is  an  iconographer  and  will 
focus  reflections  on  the  Cross  of  San  Damiano.  Donation 
$130. 

►►  Faith  and  Human  Kindness,  October  1 9-20,  Tues. 
1  1  a.m.  -  Wed.  1  1  a.m..  Sister  Damian  Marie  Jackson, 
OSF,  is  a  Sistyer  of  St.  Francis  of  Philadelphia  and  Direc- 
tor of  Avila  Retreat  Center,  a  presenter  of  retreats  and 
spiritual  companion  to  many.  Donation  $70. 


lent  entertainment  from  6  to 
1  0  p.m.,  with  its  Bavarian 
Brass  Band  music;  singing 
traditional  Bavarian  "Okto- 
berfest"  songs  and  giving 
demonstrations  in  Bavarian 
folk  dances.  German  food 
and  beer  available.  Only 
400  tickets  will  be  avail- 
able for  sale.  Tickets  can  be 
obtained  prior  to  the  dance 
by  calling  910-485-3079 
or  by  Email:  knackav@nc.rr. 
com." 

Respect  Life  Mass,  October 
3,  9:30  a.m.  The  annual  Dioc- 
esan Respect  Life  Mass  will  be 
celebrated  by  Bishop  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  at  St.  Andrew 
the  Apostle  Catholic  Church, 
3008  Old  Raleigh  Road, 
Apex,  NC  27502.  All  are 
invited.  October  has  been  des- 
ignated as  Respect  Life  month 
by  the  United  States  Catholic 
Conference  of  Bishops. 


Padre  Pio  Yearly  Italian 
Mass  September  23,  6  p.m. 
at  St.  Catherine  of  Siena 
Catholic  Church,  520  West 
Holding  Avenue,  Wake  For- 
est, NC  27587. 

Rev.  Michael  P  Cassabon, 
Parochial  Vicar  of  St.  Patrick 
in  Fayetteville,  will  celebrate 
Mass.  Refreshments  after- 
wards. For  more  information, 
contact  Rosemary  Pizzolato 
at  9 19-453-0438 

Catholic  Golden  Age 

will  meet  at  1 :30  p.m.  on 
September  5  at  Our  Lady 
of  Lourdes  Catholic  Church, 
Fallon  Center,  2718 
Overbrook  Drive,  Raleigh, 
NC  27608.  Call  Kit  at 
919.624.9017  or  Marjorie 
at  91  9.781.31  61  regard- 
ing the  meeting,  as  well  as  to 
obtain  information  on  CGA's 
dinner  get-togethers  every 
third  Thursday  of  the  month. 


Diocese  Honors  Dr.  Lori  Schweickert  for 
Missionary  Leadership 

The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  has  awarded  Dr.  Lori  Schweik- 
ert,  MD,  an  appreciation  award  for  1 0  years  of  dedicated 
service  as  the  Diocesan  young  adult  mission  team  coordi- 
nator. 

As  coordinator,  Dr.  Schweikert  facilitated  the  overall 
planning  and  implementation  of  the  week-long  mission  trips 
to  countries  such  as  Jamaica,  the  Dominican  Republic  and 
Honduras.  She  established  projects  that  focused  on  medi- 
cine, education,  and  construction  and  collaborated  with  the 
site  host,  the  spiritual  director  and  the  Office  of  Evange- 
lization and  Catechesis.  Dr.  Schweikert  also  took  part  in 
medical  missions  to  Thailand  following  the  2004  tsunami 
and  to  Haiti  following  the  201 0  earthquake. 

Dr.  Schweickert,  a  member  of  the  UNC  Newman  Parish 
since  1997,  would  advise  anyone  considering  going  on  a 
mission  to  understand  "that  it's  very  natural  to  have  doubts 
and  anxieties  about  it.  However,"  she  added,  "the  Holy 
Spirit  wants  to  meet  you  where  your  comfort  zone  ends, 
and  you're  part  of  a  team  that  helps  one  another." 

She  explained  that,  "Having  a  spiritual  director  on  the 
team  is  very  helpful  in  making  the  experience  one  that  will 
bring  a  person  to  the  next  level  in  their  spiritual  journey,  so 
be  sure  to  utilize  the  person  in  that  role  to  the  fullest." 

Dr.  Schweickert  will  now  serve  on  a  newly  formed 
Diocesan  Mission  Advisory  Board.  According  to  Robert 
Jones,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Evangelization,  mission 
trips  are  rapidly  growing  in  popularity.  "The  Advisory  Board 
will  assist  in  developing  Diocesan  guidelines  and  applying 
the  Church's  teaching  for  missionary  animation,  formation, 
communion  and  cooperation,"  said  Mr.  Jones.  "This  will  help 
people  carry  out  the  local  and  universal  call  to  mission  more 
effectively."  Mr.  Jones  added,  "Dr.  Schweickert's  expertise 
and  experience  will  be  valuable  to  the  advisory  board.  Her 
commitment  to  putting  faith  into  action  is  a  marvelous  ex- 
ample. She  truly  has  the  heart  of  a  missionary." 


parish  profile 
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"You  Can  Come  to  Me" 

Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  and 
Immaculate  Conception,  Rocky  Mount 


fTP^  he  painting  depicting  the  patron  of  Our  Lady 
of  Perpetual  Help  Parish  is  meant  to  spread  the 
message,  "You  can  come  to  me."  In  a  town  built  on 
m      a  rock  along  the  Tar  River,  the  Catholic  churches  are 

welcoming  places  of  refuge  and  hope. 


The  first  Mass  eel 
ebrated  in  Rocky 
Mount  was 
in  1892  in 
the  home  of 

Mr.  Dunkel,  a  German  immigrant. 
Father  Thomas  Frederick  Price 
established  the  mission  of  Our  Lady 
of  Perpetual  Help  and  it  quickly 
grew  with  the  arrival  of  Atlantic 
Coastline  Railroad  Shop  employees. 
Rocky  Mount  soon  became  known 
as  a  railroad  and  tobacco  town. 

Fifty  years  later  in  1941,  the  town 
had  28,000  residents,  half  of  whom 
were  African  American.  Not  a  single 
one  was  known  to  be  Catholic, 
but  Bishop  Eugene  J.  McGuiness 
announced  that  a  Mission  would 
be  established  for  the  African 
American  community.  The  mission 
became  known  as  Immaculate 
Conception. 

"Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  and 


Our  Lady  of 

Perpetual 

Help 

3 1 5  Hammond 
Street 

Rocky  Mount, 
NC,  27804 
252.972.1971 

Immaculate 
Conception 

721  East  Virginia 
Street 

Rocky  Mount, 
NC,  27801 
252.977.0440 


Immaculate 
Conception 
Church  are 
parishes  that 
have  been  shaped 
by  the  area,"  said 
their  current  Pastor,  Father 
Tim  Meares.  "There  is  a  resolve 
by  both  Catholic  communities  to  be 
beacons  of  light  to  the  city  of  Rocky 
Mount  through  Our  Lady" 

Fr.  Meares  has  been  Pastor  of 
both  churches  since  2007  and 
has  recently  welcomed  Reverend 
Manuel  Noriega  as  Parochial  Vicar. 
Immaculate  Conception  offers  Mass 
once  a  week  and  on  Holy  Days.  It  is 
the  only  remaining  African  Ameri- 
can Mission  church  in  the  Diocese. 
"The  parishes  have  maintained  a 
good  working  relationship  over  the 
years,"  praises  Meares. 

Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help 
serves  400  families.  "The  three 


cornerstones  of  the  parish  are  Mass, 
Adoration  and  devotion  to  our 
Lady  of  the  Eucharist,  notes  Father 
Mears.  The  parish  is  celebrating  its 
second  anniversary  of  Perpetual 
Adoration  and  they  offer  Mass  in 
the  Extraordinary  Form  each  week. 

Fr.  Meares  praises  his  dedicated 
and  generous  parishioners.  Their 
many  outreach  ministries  include 
an  active  Knights  of  Columbus  and 
various  ministries  to  foster  spiritual- 
ity, justice  and  faith.  One  group, 
Drum  Circle,  brings  children  in  the 
community  together  once  a  month 
at  the  Church  for  fun  and  faith 
formation.  Father  Meares  remarks 
on  the  love  the  volunteers  show  the 
children  each  month. 

Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help 
School  was  opened  in  1939  with 
35  children  under  the  guidance  of 
Sisters,  Servants  of  the  Immacu- 
late Hean  of  Mary  from  Scranton, 
Pa.  The  Sisters  served  there  for 
the  next  59  years.  The  school  is 
highly  regarded  in  the  community 
and  continues  to  grow.  It  proudly 
graduated  its  first  8th  grade  class 
this  year.  "It  has  been  beautiful  to 
watch  families  who  aren't  Catholic, 
but  have  attended  the  school  and 
been  exposed  to  the  faith,  feel  com- 
pelled to  fully  enter  the  Church," 
said  Father  Meares.  "I  was  talking 
to  a  classroom  of  children  about  our 
faith  and  a  young  African  Amencan 
girl  asked  me,  "What  does  someone 
have  to  do  to  join  the  Church?"  I 
gave  her  a  generic  answer  and 
then  later  that  night,  through  Gods 
grace,  I  realized  maybe  she  really 
wanted  to  join  the  Church.  On  the 
following  Pentecost,  we  welcomed 
her  into  the  faith." 

Through  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual 
Help  School  and  both  parishes,  the 
Catholic  Church  in  Rocky  Mount 
continues  to  say,  "You  can  come  to 
me." 
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CGHS  Freshmen  Welcomed 

On  August  1 8,  the  faculty,  staff  and  upper  classmen  of 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  in  Raleigh  welcomed  the 
Class  of  201 4.  Freshman  were  dropped  off  in  car  pools 
then  escorted  by  upperclassmen  to  the  theatre  for  Mass. 
Waving  good  bye  from  their  cars,  parents  were  offered 
consolation  muffins  by  the  Director  of  Admissions,  Ms. 


Marianne  McCarty.  "The  thing  I  remember  the  most,"  said 
Kate  Piccola,  Senior,  "was  that  I  was  the  girl  who  had  to  be 
dragged  out  of  my  mom's  car.  I  came  this  morning  to  help 
freshman  who  were  feeling  nervous  like  me." 

"The  upperclassmen  take  ownership  and  plan  this  day 
for  the  freshman,"  said  Mr.  Michael  Rogosich,  Assistant 
Principal  of  Student  Activities.  "I  had  kids  emailing  me  all 
summer  about  it;  they  get  really  excited  about  Welcome 
Day."  Over  400  upper  classman  volunteered  to  help  with 
the  day. 

The  students  attended  small  group  sessions,  led  by  up- 
per classmen,  aimed  at  getting  to  know  each  another  and 
getting  aquatinted  with  the  campus.  "In  addition  to  welcom- 
ing our  incoming  freshman  to  help  insure  their  success 
and  involvement  in  our  school,  it  is  also  an  opportunity  for 
the  upperclassmen  to  offer  hospitality  and  care  for  the  new 
members  of  our  community,"  said  Jason  Curtis,  Principal. 

"It's  been  really  cool,"  said  Abby  Cook,  Freshman.  "I've 
already  met  some  of  my  teachers  and  I'm  really  excited  to 
get  started."  There  are  approximately  31  5  freshman  en- 
rolled this  year,  with  a  waiting  list  for  freshman,  sophomore 
and  junior  classes.  "It's  been  a  fun  day  and  I'm  hoping 
that  I'm  going  to  have  a  great  year  here,"  said  Sean  Feick, 
Class  of  201 4. 


St.  Luke  Youth  Wage 
"Mission  Possible" 

Instead  of  sleeping  in 
and  spending  lazy  days  at  the 
pool,  seventeen  teenagers 
spent  a  week  of  their  sum- 
mer vacation  washing  feet 
and  giving  away  new  pairs  of 
socks  and  shoes  at  Moore 
Square  Park  in  Raleigh. 

For  the  second  year  in  a 
row,  St  Luke  the  Evangelist 
Catholic  Church  high  school 
youth  ministry  set  out  on 
"Mission  Possible,"  a  week- 
long  service  trip  in  downtown 
Raleigh.  "We  wanted  the  kids 
to  meet  the  homeless  and 
realize  that  they  come  from 
all  walks  of  life,"  said  Betsy 
Higgins,  an  organizer  of  Mis- 
sion Possible.  "Many  of  the 
homeless  have  had  difficult 
situations  which  leave  them 
unable  to  work  and  provide 
for  themselves." 

Over  300  pairs  of  shoes 
were  distributed  throughout 
the  week.  "We  became 
known  as  'The  Foot  Wash- 


ers' last  year,"  said  Russ 
Hoyt,  Director  of  Youth 
Ministry.  "The  people  were 
real  excited  to  see  us  again. 
On  our  second  day,  we  had 
90  people  lined  up  before 
we  even  got  here. 

"Many  of  the  shoes  were 
donated  from  local  busi- 
nesses, and  our  parish  was 
extraordinarily  generous  to 
the  mission  by  funding  ad- 
ditional pairs  of  shoes,"  said 
Mr.  Hoyt.  "One  business  did 
an  employee  shoe  drive  and 
donated  30  pairs  of  new 
shoes.  It's  been  unbelievable." 

"One  guy  came  on  the  first 
day,  got  his  feet  washed,  a 
new  pair  of  shoes  and  then 
came  back  everyday  just  to 
talk,"  said  Victoria  Huffman,  a 
Mission  Possible  teen. 

"Mission  Possible  is  re- 
ally a  ministry  of  friendship," 
explained  Mr.  Hoyt.  "What 
I  love  about  this  is  dispelling 
the  stereotype  of  a  homeless 
person  as  a  drunk,  bitter, 
angry  person  who  is  a  loner 
and  only  wants  your  money. 


These  people  are  so  loving. 
Serving  people  in  these 
uncomfortable  ways  brings 
us  closer  to  Christ  disguised 
in  the  homeless." 

The  teens  were  surprised 
and  touched  by  how  spiritual 
the  homeless  were.  "Wash- 
ing the  feet  of  the  homeless 
was  amazing  and  powerful," 
said  Kathleen  Caldwell,  1  7. 
"I  tried  to  respect  each  of 
them  and  would  only  wash 
their  feet  if  they  gave  me 
permission.  Most  people  just 
wanted  someone  to  talk  to." 


In  the  afternoons  the  teens 
facilitated  activities  such  as  a 
field  trip  to  Marbles  Museum, 
water  day  with  balloons  and 
sprinklers  and  face  paint- 
ing. The  students  spent  the 
evenings  with  residents  of 
Raleigh  Rescue  Mission, 
hosting  game  night  and 
organizing  activities  for  the 
children. 

"The  people  we  met, 
served  and  loved  have 
enriched  our  lives,"  said  Mrs. 
Higgins.  "We  received  much 
more  than  we  gave." 
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Get  into  the  s&irifr  of  living  at  Pennybyrn 


Come  see  why  Pennybyrn  at  Maryfield 
is  the  community  of  choice  for 
Catholic  Retirees! 

•  Daily  Mass 

•  Perpetual  Eucharistic  Adoration  Chapel 

•  Peace  Chapel  for  Meditation 

•  Fine  and  Casual  Dining 

•  Opportunities  for  Volunteerism 

•  Social  and  Spiritual  Activities 

•  Fitness  and  Wellness  Focus 

•  Full  Continuum  of  Care 

•  And  so  much  more! 


Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 

m  |^MMVWKKj 
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Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 

Visit  us  today,  or  call  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 

Located  less  than  a  mile  from  downtown  Jamestown  and 
only  10  minutes  from  Greensboro. 


Ask  us  about  our  complimentary  cc&cfeerience  t^j^/mb/feS'  overnight  stay. 


r     .     .      The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  is  now  on  Facebook  to  share  news,  stories,  photos  and  video  from 
across  Eastern  North  Carolina.  Find  us  at  www.facebook.com/dioceseofraleigh. 
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Love  Without  Measure 


The  theme  the  Church  in  the  United  States  has  chosen  for  Respect  Life 
month  this  October  is  beautiful,  powerful  and  inspiring:  "The  measure  of 
love  is  to  love  without  measure."  (The  poster  announcing  the  theme  has 
been  distributed  to  all  our  parishes.)  It  is  only  fitting  that  at  the  center  of 
the  poster  is  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Most  Blessed  Sacrament.  In  Christ  Jesus  we 
have  the  perfect  example  of  what  it  means  to  love  without  measure,  without  counting 
the  cost.  Ever  obedient  and  faithful  to  the  Will  of  the  Father,  Jesus  offered  the  ultimate 
sacrifice:  the  giving  of  His  very  life  for  the  salvation  of  Gods  people.  Pope  Benedict 
XVI  reminds  us  that  through  Christ's  giving  of  His  own  life  for  all,  He  affirmed  the 
inestimable  value  of  each  and  every  persons  life  (Sacramentum  Caritatis,  89).  Thus,  all  of  life,  at  every 
stage  of  development,  must  be  celebrated  and  protected! 


As  we  live  our  lives  here  on  earth,  we  can  never  forget 
our  ultimate  goal:  to  live  with  God  forever  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  Daily  we  must  prepare  ourselves  to  meet  that  goal. 
We  can  only  do  so  by  imitating  the  example  of  Jesus  on  the 
cross.  We  must  be  faithful  to  God's  holy  Will  in  our  lives.  We 
must  love  God  and  one  another  without  measure.  In  other 
words,  we  must  give  of  ourselves  sacrificially,  totally  and 
freely  as  we  live  our  vocations  as  disciples  of  the  Lord  and 
as  priests,  deacons,  Sisters,  married  couples,  parents,  single 
persons,  neighbors  and  citizens.  Living  daily  in  imitation  of 
the  love  of  Jesus  brings  us  ever  closer  to  the  everlasting  joy 
and  peace  for  which  we  long. 

This  expression  of  love  without 
measure  is  visible  throughout  our 
Diocese,  in  our  parishes  and  in 
your  homes.  You  demonstrate  in 
countless  ways  what  it  means  to 
serve  and  not  to  be  served;  to 
place  the  needs  of  others  before  fl 
your  own;  to  offer  your  time, 

talent  and  treasure  in  order  to  build  up  the  Body  of  Christ; 
to  lift  up  the  weak  and  the  most  vulnerable  in  our  midst;  to 
work  for  justice  and  to  forgive  those  who  have  offended  you. 
As  we  celebrate  Respect  Life  month,  I  offer  profound  thanks 
to  all  of  you  for  the  wonderful  example  you  offer. 

The  opposite  of  sacrificial  love  is  a  love  that  is  self- 
centered  and  leads  to  the  evils  that  permeate  our 
culture  today  more  than  ever:  individualism,  materialism, 
consumerism,  utilitarianism  and  hedonism.  They  offer  false 
and  empty  promises  and  result  in  destructive  behavior  such 
as  abortion,  embryonic  stem  cell  research,  euthanasia, 
illicit  reproductive  technologies,  physician  assisted  suicide, 
the  unjust  application  of  the  death  penalty  and  other  life- 
destroying  acts.  To  transform  the  evils  of  our  culture  will 
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Living  daily  in  imitation  of  the  love 
of  Jesus  brings  us  ever  closer 
to  the  everlasting  joy  and 
peace  for  which  we  long. 


require  sacrifice,  perseverance  and  a  love  without  measure. 

Respect  Life  month  reminds  us  to  work  for  that 
transformation;  it  is  a  special  time  to  renew  our  commitment 
to  proclaim  in  word  and  deed  that  God  is  the  author  of  all  life 
and  that  every  human  being,  at  every  stage  and  condition, 
is  willed  and  loved  by  God!  These  are  eternal  truths,  written 
on  our  hearts,  which  can  never  be  debated  or  denied.  These 
are  truths  that  do  not  depend  on  our  opinion,  our  choice, 
our  whim  or  our  agenda.  These  are  truths  that  must  lead 
us  to  be  the  voice  for  the  unborn,  especially  to  our  elected 
officials,  and  to  persevere  in  our  efforts  to  protect  every 

child  from  the  horrific  abortions 
that  tragically  occur  on  a  daily 
basis.  These  truths  must  lead 
us  to  rededicate  our  efforts  to 
embrace  and  love  the  poor  and 
needy  who  feel  forgotten;  the 
immigrant  who  feels  outcast;  the 
|    inmate  on  death  row  who  feels 
abandoned;  and  the  aged,  infirm 
and  physically  or  emotionally  disabled  who  believe  their 
worth  is  being  reduced  to  a  measure  of  their  usefulness. 
In  your  personal  lives  and  in  our  parish  and  Diocesan 
ministries  may  we,  with  God's  grace,  reflect  that  we  are 
a  people  who  at  every  moment  celebrate  and  protect  the 
sacredness  of  all  human  life! 

Just  as  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Most  Blessed  Sacrament  is 
at  the  center  of  the  Respect  Life  poster,  at  the  center  of  our 
endeavors  on  behalf  of  the  Gospel  of  Life  must  be  Jesus 
Christ.  He  has  given  us  the  perfect  example  and  is  the 
One  alone  who  provides  us  with  the  grace,  strength  and 
nourishment  we  need  to  be  faithful  to  God's  holy  will  and  to 
love  without  measure.  May  we  live  and  dwell  with  Him  now 
and  forever. 


St.  Therese  of  the  Childli  u 
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Saving  Food,  Saving  the  Hungry 

►►  Every  day,  the  Inter-Faith  Food  Shuttle  res- 
cues food  for  Triangle  families  in  need 
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Leadership 

Announced  to  Explore 
Next  Steps  in 
Potential  Cathedral 
Campus  Project 

N>  In  January,  2010,  the 
Diocese  commissioned  a  Fea- 
sibility Study  that  determined 
a  favorable  response  to  the 
proposal  to  construct  a  new 
Diocesan  Cathedral,  Gather- 
ing Hall,  Catholic  Center  and 
also  to  provide  financial  sup- 
port to  parishes.  Based  upon 
the  results  of  the  study  in  July, 
201 0,  the  Council  of  Priests 
and  the  Diocesan  Finance 
Council,  in  separate  votes, 
recommended  to  Bishop 
Burbidge  that  the  Diocese 
proceed  with  the  next  phase 
of  the  potential  project. 

On  September  1  7,  2010, 
Bishop  Burbidge  announced 
that  Mr.  Tim  Mann  and  Dr. 
Henry  Zaytoun,  Jr.,  have 
accepted  invitations  to  serve 
in  leadership  roles  on  the 
Steering  Committee,  which 
will  oversee  further  study  on 
the  next  steps  of  the  potential 
project. 

Mr.  Mann,  a  member  of 


Saint  Thomas  More  Church 
in  Chapel  Hill,  is  Chair  of  the 
Diocesan  Finance  Council 
and  Chief  Operating  Officer 
of  Subway  Development  in 
the  state  of  North  Carolina. 
Dr.  Zaytoun,  a  member  of  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  Church  in  Ra- 
leigh, is  an  orthodontist  whose 
family  have  been  long-time 
friends  of  the  Diocese.  In  mak- 
ing the  announcement,  Bishop 
Burbidge  noted  that  both  men 
are  actively  involved  in  their 
parishes  and  provide  great 
assistance  to  the  Diocese  on 
various  initiatives  and  projects. 

Bishop  Burbidge  also  an- 
nounced that  Msgr.  Gerald 
Lewis  and  Msgr.  John  Wall 
have  accepted  honorary  lead- 
ership roles  on  the  Steering 
Committee.  "I  know  of  their 
great  love  for  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  and  I  know  of 
the  leadership  both  of  these 
great  priests  have  given  to 
the  Diocese  over  their  entire 
priesthood,  and  I  thank  them 
for  their  willingness  to  serve." 

In  addition  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Steering  Commit- 
tee, several  subcommittees 
are  in  the  process  of  being 


formed,  including  the  Campus 
Design  Subcommittee,  the 
Major  Gifts  Subcommittee, 
the  Communications  Sub- 
committee, and  the  Campaign 
Policies  Subcommittee.  The 
chairs  of  the  subcommittees 
will  be  members  of  the  Steer- 
ing Committee. 

The  Steering  Committee 
and  the  subcommittees  will 
consist  of  individuals  from 
each  of  the  eight  Deaneries.  It 
will  be  the  responsibility  of  the 
subcommittees  to  address  the 
many  aspects  of  the  project 
and  to  develop  proposed 
policies  and  procedures.  The 
Steering  Committee  will  re- 
port its  results  to  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge, the  Council  of  Priests 
and  the  Diocesan  Finance 
Council  upon  completion  of 
the  subcommittees'  work. 

"I  am  encouraged  and 
inspired  about  what  we  can 
accomplish  for  God's  glory," 
Bishop  Burbidge  said.  "I 
have  complete  confidence  in 
the  individuals  who  have  ac- 
cepted a  leadership  role  and 
I  ask  for  your  continued  sup- 
port and  prayers  as  we  move 
forward  in  these  next  steps." 
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NC  Dioceses  Submit  Question- 
naire to  Political  Candidates 

"Conscience  is  the  voice  of  God  re- 
sounding in  the  human  heart,  revealing  the 
truth  to  us  and  calling  us  to  do  what  is  good 
while  shunning  what  is  evil.  Conscience 
always  requires  serious  attempts  to  make 
sound  moral  judgments  based  on  the  truths 

Of  OUr  faith.  "  (Faithful  Citizenship  2007) 

On  November  2,  Americans  will  go  to  the 
polls  to  elect  all  435  voting  members  to 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  and  37 
of  the  1 00  members  of  the  U.S.  Senate. 
One  of  the  Senate  races  at  stake  is  in  North 
Carolina,  where  voters  will  also  be  electing 
members  to  the  State  General  Assembly. 
In  an  effort  to  help  Catholic  voters  for 


their  consciences  in  carrying  out  their  civic 
responsibility  to  vote,  the  Diocese  of  Ra- 
leigh and  the  Diocese  of  Charlotte  submit- 
ted a  questionnaire  to  candidates  seeking 
elected  office  in  the  General  Assembly,  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives  and  the  U.S. 
Senate.  The  survey  included  a  range  of 
questions  elected  officials  will  confront  in 
the  next  two  years.  More  than  300  ques- 
tionnaires were  sent  out,  with  approximately 
30  percent  returned.  The  information  is 
available  on  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
Web  site  at  www.dioceseofraleigh.org/ 
candidates2010. 

The  link  will  take  you  to  a  "Find  your 
candidate's  questionnaire"  page.  Simply 
write  in  your  address  and  click  continues  to 
view  the  survey  information  on  the  races. 
All  returned  questionnaires  will  be  posted. 


USCCB  Urges 

"Love  Without  Measure" 


►►  The  theme  of  this  year's  Respect  Life  poster 
issued  by  the  United  States  Conference  of  Catho- 
lic Bishops  (USCCB)  is,  "The  measure  of  love  is 
to  love  without  measure."  This  beautiful,  Christ- 
centered  message  empowers  us  to  embrace  all 
human  life,  regardless  of  the  condition  or  stage 
of  the  person's  life,  from  the  moment  of  concep- 
tion to  natural  death.  We  have  work  to  do  in  this 
complicated,  secular  world,  which  often  pulls  us 
towards  self-centeredness,  immediate  gratification 
and  disrespect  for  the  gift  of  life.  But  we  are  invited 
to  love  without  measure  when  situations  require 
us  to  oppose  cultural  norms:  abortion,  embryonic 
stem  cell  research,  euthanasia.  Each  of  these  is 
an  act  of  violence  against  the  dignity  of  the  human 
person,  and  we  cannot  turn  away  when  our  time, 
our  courage  or  our  money  are  needed  in  this  cause. 
Love,  the  act  of  willing  good  for  others,  requires 
sacrifice  and  sometimes  suffering.  But  God  created 
human  life  out  of  love,  and  we  are  entrusted  with  the 
mission  of  welcoming  life  in  that  same  loving  spirit. 
One  of  the  ways  we  demonstrate  this  love  is  simply 
by  our  witness,  our  willingness  to  demonstrate 
publicly  that  Life  is  God's  gift  to  us.  Two  wonderful 
opportunities  for  this  witness  will  occur  in  Janu- 
ary: the  Mass  and  Rally  for  Life  in  Raleigh  on 
January  15,  2011  and  the  National  March  for 
Life  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  January  24,  201 1. 
Your  presence  is  important!  Please  watch  for  more 
information  on  these  events. 

-Jacqueline  Bonk,  Director,  Diocesan  Office  of  Pro-Life. 


Dates  Set  for  Deanery 
Celebrations  for  Vocations 


9-9"  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  will  resume 
its  monthly  Vocations  celebrations,  with 
an  event  scheduled  in  each  of  the  eight 
Deaneries  beginning  in  September  and 
concluding  in  May  201 1 .  This  is  the 
fourth  year  the  Diocese  is  conducting 
Mass  and  Prayer  Services  for  Vocations 
to  the  Priesthood  and  Consecrated  Life. 
This  year,  each  Deanery  will  determine 
the  type  of  event  it  will  host,  with  possi- 
bilities to  include  a  Mass,  Adoration  and 
Benediction  or  a  prayer  service.  The 
Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  will 
preside  at  the  liturgical  events,  joined  by 
Father  Ned  Shlesinger,  Diocesan  Voca- 
tions Director. 

"The  Deanery  celebrations  pro- 
vide the  faithful  in  each  Deanery  the 


lis  I,  pope  and  martyr 


chance  to  gather  with  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge to  pray  for  an  increase  in  voca- 
tions," Father  Shlesinger  said.  "It  also 
affords  the  men  and  women  discern- 
ing a  call  to  vocation  the  opportunity 
to  meet  with  and  talk  to  Priests  and 
Religious  about  their  Priesthood  and 
Consecrated  Life." 

Again  this  year,  Bishop  Burbidge  is 
asking  the  faithful  to  pray  for  the  semi- 
narians by  name.  Father  Shlesinger 
said  it  is  important  for  the  men  to 
know  that  they  are  being  lifted  up  in 
prayer  on  a  daily  basis.  "Schools  have 
adopted  individual  seminarians,  and 
students  will  send  letters  and  cards  re- 
minding them  of  their  support.  Parish 
groups  and  ministries  and  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  councils  are  also  very 
faithful  in  praying  for  our  seminarians," 
Father  Shlesinger  added. 


The  Tar  River  Deanery  will  host  the 
Holy  Hour  on  November  1  9  at  St. 
Therese  Catholic  Church  in  Wilson  at 
7  p.m. 

C  • 
Future  Vocation  Celebration 
Deanery  Sites  and  Dates: 


November  19,  2010 

Tar  River  Deanery 
December  3,  2010 
Fayetteville  Deanery 
January  21,  201 1 
New  Bern  Deanery 
February  4,  201 1 
Newton  Grove  Deanery 
March  11,2011 
Albemarle  Deanery 

April  8,  201 1 
Cape  Fear  Deanery 

V  J 


I  St.  Teresa  of  Avila,  virgin  and  doctor  of  the  church  |  St.  Hedwig,  religious;  St  Margaret  Mary  Alacoque,  virgin  Oct.  1 6  |  St  Luke,  apostle 


21  Seminarians  Enrolled 
in  Diocesan  Formation  Progra 


Twenty-one  men  are  currently 
in  formation  for  the  Priesthood 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The 
group  includes  eight  seminar- 
ians new  to  the  program,  including  a 
former  firefighter,  a  construction  project 
manager,  and  a  university  swimming  and 
diving  coach.  Meet  the  New  Seminarians. 

Timothy  Ahn 

►►  Timothy  Ahn,  23,  is  entering  his  1st  Year  Theology.  One 
of  two  children  born  to  Min  Song  and  Shin  Jong  Ahn,  Mr. 
Ahn  earned  a  B.A.  degree  in  Biblical  Studies  from  Biola  Uni- 
versity in  California  and  a  Master  of  Theological  Studies  from 
Duke  Divinity  School. 

Mr.  Ahn  says  his  inspiration  for  the  Priesthood  took  shape 
through  the  cumulative  example  of  the  many  excellent  priests 
serving  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  and  through  the  personal 
influence  of  Monsignor  John  Williams,  his  pastor  at  St.  Jo- 
seph Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh. 

Asked  what  he  would  say  to  a  young  man  who  thinks 
he  may  have  a  vocation,  Mr.  Ahn  said,  A  priestly  vocation 
is  simply  an  outworking  of  the  baptismal  vocation  that  all 
Christians  have  received.  It  is  the  primary  duty  of  every 
young  man  to  grow  in  holiness,  whether  they  are  discerning  a 
vocation  to  the  priesthood  or  not. 

•  Favorite  Scripture  passage:  Matthew  16:  24-26 

•  Favorite  Saint:  The  Virgin  Mary  and  Saint  John  Vianney. 

•  Hobbies:  Reading,  writing,  being  with  friends  and  an  oc- 
casional video  game. 

Steven  Cartwright 

►►  For  the  last  six  years,  Steven  Cartwright,  31,  served  as 


Timothy  Ahn 


Steven  Cartwright 
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coach  of  the  Men's  and  Women's  Swimming  and  Diving 
Teams  at  Georgetown  University  in  Washington,  D.C  A  na- 
tive of  Maine,  Mr.  Cartwright  has  a  B.A.  degree  in  Philosophy 
from  Catholic  University  of  America  (2001).  At  CUA,  he 
studied  with  three  Diocese  of  Raleigh  Priests;  Father  Philip 
Tighe,  Father  Dan  Oschwald,  and  Father  Greg  Lowchy.  He  is 
in  2nd  year  Pre-Theology. 

Mr.  Cartwright  says  his  inspiration  for  the  Priesthood 
comes  from  his  parents  and  the  many  priests  who  give  of 
their  hearts  to  listen,  encourage  and  serve  as  great  examples 
of  what  a  priest  should  be.  To  the  question  of  what  advice  he 
would  offer  a  person  who  thinks  he  might  have  a  vocation, 
Mr.  Cartwright  says,  "Persevere  in  your  prayer  life  and  stay 
close  to  the  Sacraments  as  well  as  the  Blessed  Mother  through 
the  daily  Rosary.  Also,  pray  for  courage  to  answer  God's  call." 

•  Favorite  Scripture  passages:  John  11:35  and  John  16:33. 

•  Favorite  Saints:  Saint  Maximilian  Kolbe  and  Saint  Damien 
of  Molokai. 

•  Hobbies:  Listening  to  music,  watching  college  football, 
basketball  and  swimming. 

Myles  Casanova 

►►  A  graduate  of  Mt.  Tabor  High  School  in  Winston-Salem, 
Myles  Casanova,  22,  attended  North  Carolina  State  Univer- 
sity. The  son  of  the  late  Angel  and  Adele  Casanova,  Mr.  Casa- 
nova says  all  of  the  holy  men  who  have  sacrificed  their  lives 
for  Jesus  and  His  Church  through  His  Priesthood  provided 
inspiration  in  his  ongoing  discernment.  "During  this  time,  I 
have  also  been  influenced  by  Monsignor  John  Williams,  my 
pastor  at  Saint  Joseph  Church,  and  Pope  Benedict  XVI." 

•  Favorite  Scripture  passage:  "Matthew  16:  24-26  is  impor- 
tant to  me." 

•  Favorite  Saints:  Saint  Patrick,  Saint  Augustine,  Saint  Fran- 
cis among  others. 

•  Hobbies:  Aikido,  the  trombone  and  reading. 


Tom  Duggan 


St.  John  de  Brebeuf  and  St.  Isaac  Jogues,  priests*  itfti 


Tom  Duggan 

►►  Tom  Duggan,  41,  is  in  his  2nd  Year  Theology,  transfer- 
ring from  the  formation  program  in  the  Diocese  of  Cleveland. 
Mr.  Duggan  received  a  B.A.  in  English  from  Hillsdale  College 
and  a  M.A.  in  English  from  Oakland  University.  Prior  to  en- 
tering the  seminary,  he  worked  as  a  technical  writer. 

Mr.  Duggan  says  his  inspiration  for  the  Priesthood  came 
from  Pope  John  Paul  II,  his  parents  and  holy  priests  he  has 
met.  Asked  what  he  would  tell  a  person  interested  in  discern- 
ing a  call  to  Priesthood,  Mr.  Duggan  says  he  would  note  that 
"The  men  who  make  the  best  priests  are  those  who  would 
also  make  good  husbands  and  fathers.  Therefore,  work,  date, 
and  test  your  vocation  in  the  world.  Then,  if  you  are  called  to 
the  seminary,  you  can  offer  up  all  this  good  life  experience  in 
your  formation  and  preparation  for  serving  the  people.  Have 
a  strong  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Mother. .  She  will  help  keep 
you  close  to  Christ  because  she  loved  Him  the  most. 

•  Favorite  Scripture  passage:  Mathew  6:34. 

•  Favorite  Saint:  The  Virgin  Mary. 

•  Hobbies:  Walking,  hiking  current  events,  good  literature. 
John  Kane 

►►John  Kane,  21,  is  entering  his  3rd  Year  College.  The 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Kane  of  Raleigh,  he  is  one  of 
six  children.  Mr.  Kane  attended  Belmont  Abbey  College  in 
Charlotte  for  two  years,  after  graduating  from  Saint  Thomas 
More  Academy  in  Raleigh.  He  is  one  of  three  seminarians 
who  are  graduates  of  the  independent  Catholic  high  school, 
joining  Jonathon  Baggett  and  Michael  Schuetz  in  the  forma- 
tion program. 

Mr.  Kane  says  in  discerning  his  vocation,  he  was  inspired  by 
a  college  friend  who  encouraged  him  to  enter  the  seminary. 

•  Favorite  Saints:  Saint  Ignatius  of  Loyola  and  Saint  Paul. 

•  Hobbies:  Golf,  drawing  and  soccer. 

James  Magee 

►►  A  former  firefighter  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  James  Magee, 
24,  is  entering  his  1st  Year  Pre -Theology.  Upon  graduation 
from  high  school,  Mr.  Magee  attended  Elizabeth  City  State 
University,  where  he  credits  Father  James  Buchholz,  Pastor  of 
Holy  Family  Catholic  Church  in  Elizabeth  City  with  inspiring 


John  Kane  H  James  Magee 


him  to  enter  the  seminary.  He  also  credits  his  parents,  James 
and  Blanche  Magee  and  two  of  his  aunts,  Sister  Margaret 
Magee,  O.S.E  and  Sister  Helen  Roberts,  O.S.F 

•  Favorite  Scripture  passage:  lPeter4:10. 

•  Favorite  Saints:  Saint  Florian  and  Saint  Joseph. 

•  Hobbies:  Softball,  baseball,  football  and  visiting 
historic  sites. 

Marlon  Mendieta  Rodas 

►►  Inspired  by  Father  Tim  Meares,  Pastor  of  Our  Lady  of 
Perpetual  Help  Church  in  Rocky  Mount,  and  Father  Rafael 
Leon- Valencia,  Pastor  of  Saint  Joseph  Church  in  Burgaw,  Marion 
Anibal  Mendieta  Rodas  is  entering  his  1st  Year  College  at  St. 
Charles  Borromeo.  Mr.  Mendieta,  18,  came  to  know  both  Dioc- 
esan priests  as  pastors  of  his  home  parish  of  Transfiguration  in 
Wallace.  Transfiguration  is  a  mission  church  of  Saint  Joseph. 

The  oldest  of  three  children  of  parents  Saul  Gomez  and 
Danira  Mendieta,  Mr.  Mendieta  graduated  Wallace  Rose- 
Hill  High  School  in  June.  He  recommends  that  any  person 
discerning  a  vocation  should  pray  constantly,  speak  with  his 
priest  and  attend  the  Diocesan  discernment  group  meetings. 

•  Favorite  Scripture  passage:  Jeremiah  29:1 1 

•  Hobbies:  Soccer  and  soccer  on  Playstation 

Brian  Wright 

►►  Brian  Wright,  44,  enters  seminary  as  a  3rd  year  College 
student.  For  the  past  25  years,  he  has  worked  in  the  residen- 
tial construction  industry.  A  graduate  of  Cape  Fear  Commu- 
nity college  in  Wilmington,  with  an  Associate  Degree  in  Arts 
Pre-Psychology  Mr.  Wright  says  his  vocation  was  inspired 
by  Father  Tim  Meares,  whom  he  came  to  know  when  Father 
Meares  was  Pastor  at  St.  Joseph  Church:  "Father  Meares 
showed  me  how  to  surrender  my  will  to  the  will  of  God  and 
to  trust  in  His  love  and  mercy."  Mr.  Wright  adds,  "I  encourage 
any  person  who  is  searching  for  Gods  will  to  spend  time  in 
adoration  and  to  listen  to  what  God  is  asking  you  to  do." 

•  Favorite  Scripture  passage:  Psalm  51. 

•  Favorite  Saint:  Saint  Rita  of  Cascia. 

•  Hobbies:  Snow  and  water  skiing,  camping,  mountain 
climbing,  golf  and  tennis. 


Marlon  Mendieta  Rodas     J I  Brian  Wright 


nd  their  companions,  martyrs  Oct.  1 9  |  St.  Paul  of  the  Cross,  priest  Oct.  20  |  St.  John  of  Capistrano,  priest  Oct.  23  |  Feast  of  Ss.  Simon  and  Jude,  apostles  Oct  28 


Rite  of  Candidacy  Mass  Celebrated 
for  Deacon  Aspirants 

On  September  1  1 ,  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
presided  at  Mass  with  Rite  of  Candidacy  for  Permanent 
Diaconate  Aspirants  at  Saint  Mary  Parish  in  Goldsboro.  This 
is  the  first  class  for  the  Diaconate  being  offered  in  Spanish  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  Nine  Applicants  were  accepted  into  the 
second  phase  of  the  Diaconate  as  Aspirants: 

■  Jose  Juan  Banda  -  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  Raleigh 

■  Alberto  Enrique  Bianco-Lara  -  St.  Peter,  Greenville 

■  Juan  Carlos  Campos  -  St.  Patrick,  Fayetteville 

*  Alejandro  Carbajal  -  St.  Raphael  the  Archangel,  Raleigh 

■  Gustavo  Castro-Reynoso  -  St.  Stephen,  Sanford 

■  Gerry  Lemus  -  St.  Elizabeth  of  Hungary,  Raeford 

■  Jose  Mendoza  -  Catholic  Community  of  Bertie  County, 
Windsor 

■  Andres  Rivera  -  St.  Catherine  of  Siena,  Wake  Forest 

■  Luis  Alfonso  Royo-Camacho  -  St.  Thomas  More, 
Chapel  Hill 


Mass.  Bishop  Burbidge  invited  each  candidate  to  the  altar 
to  declare  his  intentions  of  preparation  to  assume  ministry 
within  the  Church  and  to  give  faithful  service  to  Christ  the 
Lord.  The  Bishop  encouraged  the  candidates  to  "allow 
quality  time  every  day  to  pray,  be  filled,  and  be  excited  so 
you  can  listen  to  the  Lord  and  His  Word  because  He  will 
speak  to  your  heart."  He  continued,  "The  Lord  promises, 
most  especially  through  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharist, 
that  He  will  be  with  you  always  to  nourish  you,  to  sustain 
you,  and  to  guide  you  today  and  forever." 


The  Diaconate  process  takes  five  years  and  includes  For  more  information  on  the  Office  of  the  Per- 

six  levels  of  discernment:  Applicant,  Aspirant,  Candidate,  manent  Diaconate,  please  contact  Very  Reverend  James 

Lector,  Acolyte  and  Permanent  Deacon.  The  Diocese  F.  Garneau,  V.F,  Ph.D.  at  garneauj@raldioc.org  or  visit  the 

has  55  Permanent  Deacons,  thirty  of  whom  attended  the  Web  site. 


Diocese  Celebrates 
2nd  Annual  Lay 
Ministry  Weekend 

God's  call  to  Christian 
community  was  the  theme 
of  this  year's  Lay  Ministry 
Sunday  in  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh,  celebrated  the 
weekend  of  August  29th.  The 
day  acknowledges  and  affirms 
the  ministry  of  lay  women  and 
men  who  work  for  the  Church 
in  parishes,  regional  of- 
fices and  the  Diocese  serving 
God's  people. 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  marked  Lay  Min- 
istry Sunday  with  the  celebra- 
tion of  Mass  at  Saint  Eugene 
Catholic  Church  in  Wendell. 
In  his  homily,  the  Bishop  noted 
how  the  theme  serves  as  a 
reminder  that  "by  our  Baptism, 
we  all  share  a  common  voca- 
tion, a  universal  vocation,  to 
know,  to  love  and  to  serve  the 
Lord  so  that  we  might  live  with 
God  both  now  and  forever." 


"It  is  a  profound  joy  for 
me,"  he  continued,  "on  behalf 
of  the  Pastors  and  Pastoral 
Administrators,  to  extend  a 
sincere  thank-you  to  all  lay 
ministers  throughout  the  Dio- 
cese for  the  countless  ways 
you  show  your  love  to  Jesus 
and  His  Church  and  the 
countless  ways  you  enhance 
community  in  our  Diocese." 

On  Saturday,  approximately 
60  men  and  women  involved 
in  lay  ministry  had  attended 


their  annual  gathering,  which 
was  held  at  Saint  Raphael 
Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh. 
Father  Robert  Hussey,  S.J,. 
Pastor  of  Saint  Raphael,  cele- 
brated Mass  for  the  group  and 
presented  gifts  to  individuals 
who  recently  retired,  reached 
a  milestone  anniversary  in 
Lay  Ministry,  or  obtained  an 
advance  degree  in  ministry: 

Teresa  Aldahondo  -  retired 
1 9  years  of  service 


Martha  Carter-Bailey  -  1 0 

years  of  service 

Linda  Bedo  -  Certificate  in 

Spiritual  Direction 

John  Bunting  -  1 5  years  of 

service 

Aloise  Burian  -  retiring  23 
years  of  service 
Elizabeth  Edens  -  1 5  years 
of  service,  Bachelor  of  Reli- 
gious Education 
Blanche  Ellison  -  25  years 
of  service 

Pok-Hui  Folsom  -  20  years 
of  service 

Ann  Herring  -  25  years  of 
service 

Barbie  Izlar  -  M.A.  in  Pasto- 
ral Studies 

Rick  Miller  Haraway  -  25 

years  of  service 

J.  Eugene  Pipas  -  retiring 

31  years  of  service 

Lynn  Sale  -  25  years  of 

service 

Carole  Sears  -  25  years  of 
service 

Donna  Smith  -  Certificate  in 
Pastoral  Studies 
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Seeing  and  Doing 


Saint  Eugene  Parish  Breaks  Ground 
for  New  Church  Building 


Saint  Eugene  Parish  in  Wendell  broke  ground 
Sunday,  August  29,  for  a  new  church  building  to  re- 
place its  current  structure.  The  Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  presided  at  the  1 0:30  AM  Mass  and  the 
blessing  of  the  ground  that  followed.  The  new  church 
will  be  built  adjacent  to  the  facility  that  has  served  the 
community  for  a  number  of  years.  With  a  growing 
parish,  the  new  church  will  seat  740  people  compared 
to  the  current  seating  capacity  of  300.  Total  cost  of  the 
project  is  estimated  at  $3. 1  million. 

Concelebrants  at  the  Mass  and  the  groundbreak- 
ing were  Father  Joseph  Lapauw,  CICM,  Pastor  of 
Saint  Eugene;  Father  Johanes  Teguh  Raharjo,  CICM, 
Parochial  Vicar;  Father  Wlliam  G.  Quigley,  CICM, 
Campus  Minister  at  East  Carolina  University;  and 
Father  John  Forbes,  Pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Parish,  Raleigh,  and  Dean  of  the  Raleigh  Deanery. 

Saint  Eugene  Parish  began  in  1 929,  with  Mass 
being  celebrated  in  the  living  room  of  one  of  its  first 
families.  Its  first  constructed  church  was  dedicated 
in  1 948.  One  of  the  parishioners  assisting  at  the 
groundbreaking  was  Mrs.  Jeanette  Kannon  Knuck- 
ley,  who  was  married  in  the  first  nuptial  Mass  cel- 
ebrated in  the  1 948  church.  Since  its  beginnings, 
the  parish  has  served  newcomers  to  the  United 
States  and  continues  to  do  so  today,  ministering  to 
a  diverse  population,  which  embraces  its  Catholic 
faith  and  sense  of  community. 

The  new  church  is  expected  to  be  complete  and 
ready  for  dedication  within  one  year. 


In  this  issues  cover  story,  you'll  read  how  one  morning 
two  women,  Jill  Staton-Bullard  and  Madeleine  Solomon, 
noticed  unsold  food  being  thrown  in  the  trash  at  a  fast 
food  restaurant.  That  was  in  1989,  and  seeing  that  food  go 
to  waste  motivated  the  women  to  start  the  Inter-Faith  Food 
Shuttle.  Today  the  Shuttle  collects  millions  of  pounds  of  healthy 
food  that  would  otherwise  go  to  waste,  and  distributes  it  to  agen- 
cies that  feed  the  hungry. 


What  struck  me  about  that 
story  was  this:  Every  day  many 
of  us  see  things  that  are  "wrong," 
or  somehow  broken,  and  we 
think  fleetmgly,  "Someone  ought 
to  do  something  about  that."  But 
Jill  and  Madeleine  acted,  with 
amazing  consequences. 

I  asked  Jill  why.  It  seemed  like 
a  question  that  hadn't  occurred 
to  her.  She  said  it  helped  that 
she  and  Madeleine  were  togeth- 
er, so  the  incident  started  a  con- 
versation. She  also  talked  about 
being  raised  by  Depression-era 


parents,  who  never  wasted  anything.  "You  cleaned  your  plate. 
Leftovers  would  always  wind  up  in  casseroles,"  she  said.  When  the 
garden  produced  extra,  she  recalled,  the  surplus  was  always  "put 
up,"  cooked  and  preserved  for  the  future. 

There  was  something  else,  though.  "I  guess,"  Jill  said,  "instead  of 
thinking  'Shame  on  them'  for  wasting  food,  we  thought  'Shame  on 
us  for  accepting  it.'" 

That  was  the  difference.  Jill  is  Christian,  Madeleine  Jewish,  but 
both  women  embraced  what  their  faith  taught  them  about  shar- 
ing with  people  in  need.  As  you  read  this  month  about  the  Food 
Shuttle,  I  hope  you'll  think  about  these  questions:  "What  are  the 
'broken'  things  I  see  in  my  life?  What  are  they  telling  me  to  do?" 

Last  month  we  profiled  several  Catholic  college  coaches  and 
athletic  directors  in  our  Diocese,  and  a  lot  of  readers  responded 
with  interest.  That  feature  continues  on  our  Diocesan  Web  site 
(http://www.dioceseofraleigh.org),  beginning  with  Chris  Brown- 
ing, Senior  Athletic  Director  at  UNC  Wilmington.  Check  the 
news  items  on  our  home  page,  or  search  "Formed  in  Faith"  to 
keep  up  with  new  profiles. 

In  this  issue  you'll  also  read  the  first  of  several  articles  to  appear 
in  the  coming  months  regarding  the  new  translation  of  the  Roman 
Missal.  The  new  translation  will  be  implemented  in  Advent  201 1. 
Between  now  and  then,  throughout  the  Diocese,  there  will  be 
many  opportunities  to  learn  about  the  new  translation,  and  how  it 
will  affect  the  way  we  celebrate  the  Eucharist. 

-  Rich  Reece  is  editor  of  NC  Catholicsw 


Seven  Questions 

About  the  New  Roman  Missal 


In  conjunction  with  the 
promulgation  of  the  new 
translation  of  the  Roman  Mis- 
sal, the  U.S.  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  (USCCB) 
has  published  answers  to 
seven  frequently  asked  ques- 
tions about  the  new  Missal. 
NCC  will  reprint  questions 
4-7  in  our  next  issue. 

IWhy  was  there 
a  need  for  a  new 
translation?  The  Missale 
Romanum  (Roman  Mis- 
sal), the  ritual  text  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Mass,  was 
promulgated  by  Pope  Paul 
VI  in  1 970  as  the  definitive 
text  of  the  reformed  liturgy  of 
the  Second  Vatican  Council. 
That  Latin  text,  the  editio  typi- 
ca  (typical  edition),  was  trans- 
lated into  various  languages 
for  use  around  the  world;  the 
English  edition  was  pub- 
lished in  the  United  States  in 
1 973.  The  Holy  See  issued 
a  revised  text,  the  editio  typica 
altera,  in  1975.  Pope  John 
Paul  II  promulgated  the  third 
edition  {editio  typica  tertia)  of 
the  Missale  Romanum  during 
the  Jubilee  Year  in  2000. 
Among  other  things,  the  third 
edition  contains  prayers  for 
the  celebration  of  recently 
canonized  saints,  additional 


prefaces  for  the  Eucharistic 
Prayers,  additional  Masses 
and  Prayers  for  Various 
Needs  and  Intentions,  and 
some  updated  and  revised  ru- 
brics (instructions)  for  the  cel- 
ebration of  the  Mass.  To  aid 
the  process  of  translation  of 
the  Missale  Romanum,  editio 
typica  tertia,  the  Congregation 
for  Divine  Worship  and  the 
Discipline  of  the  Sacraments 
issued  Liturgiam  Authenticam, 
in  2001 ,  an  Instruction  on  the 
vernacular  translation  of  the 
Roman  Liturgy  which  outlines 
the  principles  and  rules  for 
translation.  In  2007,  the  Con- 
gregation for  Divine  Worship 
issued  the  Ratio  Translationis 
for  the  English  Language, 
which  outlined  the  specific 
rules  for  translation  in  English. 

2 Who  completed  the 
work  of  translation? 

The  process  of  translation 
was  a  highly  consultative  work 
of  several  groups.  The  Inter- 
national Commission  on  Eng- 
lish in  the  Liturgy  (ICEL)  is 
chartered  to  prepare  English 
translations  of  liturgical  texts 
on  behalf  of  the  conferences 
of  bishops  of  English-speak- 
ing countries.  The  USCCB 
and  the  other  member  Con- 
ferences of  Bishops  received 


draft  translations  of  each  text 
from  ICEL  (called  "Green 
Books")  and  had  the  op- 
portunity to  offer  comments 
and  suggestions  to  ICEL.  A 
second  draft  (called  the  "Gray 
Book")  was  then  prepared  by 
ICEL,  which  each  Confer- 
ence of  Bishops  approved  (a 
Conference  reserves  the  right 
to  amend  or  modify  a  particu- 
lar text)  and  submitted  to  the 
Vatican  for  final  approval.  At 
the  level  of  the  Vatican  (the 
Holy  See),  the  Congrega- 
tion for  Divine  Worship  and 
the  Discipline  of  the  Sacra- 
ments examined  texts  and 
offered  authoritative  approval 
{recognitio)  of  texts,  granting 
permission  for  their  use.  The 
Congregation  was  aided  by 
the  recommendations  of  Vox 
Clara,  a  special  committee  of 
Bishops  and  consultants  from 
English-speaking  countries 
convened  to  assist  with  the 
English  translation  of  the  Mis- 
sale Romanum. 

3 What's  new  or  partic- 
ularly different  about 
the  revised  translation? 

From  the  Ratio  Translationis 
comes  this  explanation: 
"The  unique  style  of  the 
Roman  Rite  should  be 
maintained  in  translation. 


By  "style"  is  meant  here  the 
distinctive  way  in  which  the 
prayers  of  the  Roman  Rite 
are  expressed.  The  princi- 
pal elements  of  such  a  style 
include  a  certain  conciseness 
in  addressing,  praising  and 
entreating  God,  as  well  as 
distinctive  syntactical  pat- 
terns, a  noble  tone,  a  variety 
of  less  complex  rhetorical 
devices,  concreteness  of 
images,  repetition,  parallel- 
ism and  rhythm  as  measured 
through  the  cursus,  or 
ancient  standards  for  stress- 
ing syllables  of  Latin  words 
in  prose  or  poetry,  (no.  1  1  2) 
The  texts  of  the  revised  trans- 
lation of  the  Roman  Missal 
are  marked  by  a  heightened 
style  of  English  speech  and 
a  grammatical  structure  that 
closely  follows  the  Latin  text. 
In  addition,  many  biblical 
and  poetic  images,  such  as 
"Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  that 
you  should  enter  under  my 
roof..."  (Communion  Rite) 
and  "..  .from  the  rising  of  the 
sun  to  its  setting"  (Eucha- 
ristic Prayer  III)  have  been 
restored. 

©  2010  United  States  Conference  of 
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St.  Joseph  Parish  to  Mark 
Feast  of  St.  Martin  de  Porres 

►►  On  November  3rd,  the  Feast 
of  St.  Martin  de  Porres,  St.  Joseph 
Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh  will 
welcome  Fr.  Richard  A.  McAlister, 
CP,  Professor  Emeritus  of  Art  from 
Providence  College  in  Providence, 


R.I.  Fr.  McAlister  is  the  W^H  how 

biographer  of  Fr.  Thomas  wort 

M.  McGlynn,  a  world-  K     A  scul| 

renowned  sculptor  and  H|  '^^B  prof< 

the  creator  of  the  statue  life  c 

of  St.  Martin  standing  in  «  mon 

St.  Joseph  Church.  At  m  .                A  ever 

7:30  p.m.  there  will  be  St.  J 

Mass  and  a  talk  by  Fr.  McAlister  on  9 1  9.23 1 .6364. 


how  the  research  and 
work  involved  in  the 
sculpting  of  St.  Martin 
profoundly  influenced  the 
life  of  the  sculptor.  For 
more  information  on  this 
event,  please  contact  the 
St.  Joseph  Parish  office, 
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Does  God  Have  Favorites? ., 


Does  God  love  some  people  more  than  others?  Does 
God  have  favorites? 
This  is  an  old,  disputed  question  with  centuries 
of  history:  Is  there  a  chosen  race?  Are  some  people 
predestined  for  heaven  or  hell?  Does  God  love  the  poor  more  than 
the  rich?  Does  God  love  sinners  more  than  the  righteous?  Does 
God  love  virgins  more  than  married  persons?  On  the  surface  at 
least,  it  would  seem  that  scripture  suggests  that  God  loves  some 
people  more  than  others.  But  is  this  true? 

The  question  is  hard  to  answer  because  partly  it's  a  false 
one.  Generally  whenever  we  set  up  these  kinds  of  opposi- 
tions (Does  God  love  this  person  more  than  that  person?) 
we  are  formatting  the  issue  in  a  wrong  way: 

For  example,  when  Jesus  tells  us  that  there  is  more 
joy  in  heaven  over  the  conversion  of  one  sinner  who  has 
strayed  than  over  ninety-nine  others  who  seemingly  have 
no  need  of  repentance,  he  is  not  affirming  that  God  loves 
sinners  more  deeply  than  righteous  persons.  For  Jesus, 
speaking  in  this  specific  context,  there  are  no  righteous 
persons.  There  are  only  sinners  (people  who  feel  their 
need  for  conversion)  and  self-righteous  persons  (people 
who  are  sinners  and  have  not  yet  acknowledged  their 
need  for  repentance).  Conversion,  at  least  in  this  particu- 
lar context,  is  not  a  precondition  to  the  Christian  life.  It 
is  the  Christian  life.  There  are  no  righteous  persons,  only 
sinners,  and  the  Christian  journey  is  always  a  journey  of 
conversion,  a  returning  to  the  fold.  We  open  ourselves  to 
receive  the  love  of  God  whenever  we  are  conscious  of  that. 
God  does  favor  sinners,  but  that  includes  all  of  us. 

The  same  is  true  regarding  whether  God  loves  the  poor 
more  than  the  rich.  Jesus  tells,  seemingly  without  equivo- 
cation, that  God  has  a  preferential  love  for  the  poor,  but 
does  that  mean  that  God  loves  the  rich  less? 

Again,  we  must  be  careful  in  how  we  contrast  these 
categories:  poor  versus  rich.  What's  being  affirmed  is  not 
that  God  loves  us  better  when  we  are  poor  than  when  we 
are  rich.  Rather  the  idea  is  that  God  loves  us  in  our  pov- 
erty -  and  that  we  more  easily  let  ourselves  be  loved  and 
more  easily  express  gratitude  when  we  acknowledge  our 
poverty.  For  Jesus,  there  are  only  two  kinds  of  persons: 
Those  who  are  poor  and  those  who  are  not  yet  in  touch 
with  their  own  poverty.  And  its  not  that  God  prefers  us 
to  be  poor  and  loves  us  better  when  we  are  poor.  Rather 
it's  when  we  are  poor  and  in  touch  with  our  poverty  that 
we  more  easily  invite  in  love,  both  that  of  God  and  that 
of  others.  God  does  favor  the  poor,  but,  if  we  truly  know 


our  own  condition,  that's 
all  of  us. 

The  same  principle  needs 
to  be  applied  to  questions 
surrounding  holiness  and 
sexuality.  Does  God  love  us 
better  when  we  are  sexually 
inconsummate  than  when 
we  are  not? 

The  Gospels  emphasize 
that  Jesus  was  born  from  a 
virgin  womb,  that  he  was 
buried  in  virgin  tomb,  and 
that  we  are  invited  to  have  a  virginal  heart.  Because  of  this, 
inside  of  Christian  spirituality  as  well  as  in  the  spiritual 
traditions  of  all  the  great  world  religions,  there  has  always 
been  a  stream  of  thought  that  suggests  that  God  somehow 
blesses  the  celibate  life  more  than  the  non-celibate  life, 
that  virginity  is  the  preferred  spiritual  state.  Does  God  love 
us  more  when  we  are  virgins? 

Again,  we  must  be  careful  in  how  we  contrast  the  catego- 
ries: virgin  and  non- virgin.  What's  being  taught  is  the  God 
loves  what  is  virginal  inside  of  us.  The  contrast  is  not  between 
those  who  sleep  alone  and  those  who  don't,  but  between 
those  who  protect  what  is  virginal  inside  of  themselves  and 
those  who  don't,  and  between  those  who  can  sweat  blood  so 
as  to  carry  the  tension  of  living  without  consummation  (of 
all  kinds)  and  those  who  cannot.  It's  when  we  protect  what 
is  virginal  inside  us  and  when  we  don't  short-circuit  life's 
proper  innate  rhythms  because  of  our  tensions  that  we  open 
ourselves  up  more  to  receive  love,  God's  love  and  human 
love.  God  does  favor  virgins,  but,  if  we  live  our  lives  with  the 
proper  reverence  and  patience,  that  includes  all  of  us. 

The  same  thing  might  be  said  about  Jesus'  holding  up 
little  children  as  an  ideal.  He  is  not  teaching  that  God 
loves  children  more  than  adults.  The  contrast  is  not 
between  little  children  and  grown-ups,  but  between  those 
who,  like  little  children,  know  their  need  for  help  and 
those  who  because  of  pride  or  wound  no  longer  admit 
their  need  for  God  and  others.  It's  when  we  admit  the 
deep  truth  that  we  are  not  self-sufficient  that  we  open 
ourselves  up,  preferentially,  to  be  loved  by  God  and  others. 
God  does  favor  those  who  are  childlike,  but,  hopefully, 
that  includes  all  of  us. 

Does  God  play  favorites?  Yes,  but  not  between  and 
among  different  persons,  but  between  and  among  different 
states  inside  our  own  souls.  3 

-  Oblate  Father  Ron  Rolheiser,  theologian,  teacher,  and  award-winning  author,  is 
President  of  the  Oblate  School  of  Theology  in  San  Antonio,  TX.  He  can  be  contacted 
through  his  website  www.ronrolheiser.com. 
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St.  Luke 

the  Evangelis 


San  Lucas 

El  Evangelista 


Feast  day:  October  1 8 
Patron  saint:  artists;  bachelors; 
bookbinders;  brewers;  butchers; 
Capena,  Italy;  doctors;  glass  mak- 
ers; glassworkers;  gold  workers; 
goldsmiths;  Hermersdorf,  Ger- 
many; lacemakers;  lace  workers; 
notaries;  painters;  physicians; 
sculptors;  stained  glass  workers; 
surgeons 

Meaning  of  name:  bringer  of  light 

Claim  to  fame:  Saint  Luke 
the  Evangelist  was  born  in  Antioch 
to  pagan  parents.  It  is  believed  that 
he  was  one  of  the  first  converts  to 
Christianity.  What  is  known  of  Saint  Luke  the  Evangelist  is 
that  he  was  a  physician  and  a  painter.  Legend  says  that  he 
painted  portraits  of  Jesus  and  Mary;  however,  he  received  no 
attribution  for  his  work.  Saint  Luke  the  Evangelist  evangelized 
in  Greece  and  Rome  with  his  mentor,  Saint  Paul  the  Apostle. 
It  was  through  the  teachings  of  Saint  Paul  that  Saint  Luke  the 
Evangelist  was  able  to  write  the  Gospel  According  to  Saint 
Luke.  This  is  the  only  Gospel  that  provides  a  full  account  of 
events  relating  to  the  Annunciation  of  Mary,  the  visit  to  Saint 
Elizabeth,  and  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  son.  He  also  wrote 
the  history  of  the  early  Church  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

Why  he  is  a  Saint:  It  is  believed  that  Saint  Luke  the  Evan- 
gelist was  present  during  the  time  of  the  1  2  Apostles.  He  was 
the  apprentice  to  Saint  Paul  the  Apostle,  and  from  his  teach- 
ings he  was  able  to  educate  by  writing  the  Gospel  According  to 
Saint  Luke  as  well  as  early  histories  of  the  Church. 

Best  Quote:  In  the  first  book,  Theophilus,  I  dealt  with  all 
that  Jesus  did  and  taught  until  the  day  he  was  taken  up,  after 
giving  instructions  through  the  holy  Spirit  to  the  apostles  whom 
he  had  chosen.  He  presented  himself  alive  to  them  by  many 
proofs  after  he  had  suffered,  appearing  to  them  during  forty 
days  2  and  speaking  about  the  kingdom  of  God.  While  meeting 
with  them,  he  enjoined  them  not  to  depart  from  Jerusalem,  but 
to  wait  for  "the  promise  of  the  Father  3  about  which  you  have 
heard  me  speak;  for  John  baptized  with  water,  but  in  a  few  days 
you  will  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Spirit."  (Acts  i:  1-5) 

How  he  died:  The  actual  death  of  Saint  Luke  the  Evan- 
gelist is  unknown.  He  died  around  74  A.D.,  in  Greece.  Some 
say  that  Saint  Luke  experienced  a  martyr's  death,  though 
others  say  that  his  death  was  of  natural  causes.  Saint  Luke's 
relics  lie  in  Padua,  Italy. 


Dia  de  fiesta:  1 8  de  octubre 
Santo  Patrono:  De  artistas;  solteros, 
encuademadores;  cerveceros;  camiceros; 
Capena,  Italia;  doctores;  manufactureros 
y  trabajadores  del  vidrio;  trabajadores 
del  oro;  orfebres;  Hermersdorf,  Alemania; 
manufactureros  y  trabajadores  del  encaje; 
notarios;  pintores;  medicos;  escultores; 
trabajadores  de  vidrio  de  colores; 
cirujanos 

Signif icado  del  nombre:  Portador  de  la  luz 

Motivo  de  su  fama:  San  Lucas  El 
Evangelista  nacio  en  Antioquia  de  padres 
paganos.  Se  cree  que  fue  de  los  primeros  en 
convertirse  al  cristianismo.  Lo  que  se  sabe  de 
Lucas  El  Evangelista  es  que  fue  medico  y  pintor;  la  leyenda  dice 
que  pintaba  retratos  de  Jesus  y  Maria,  pero  no  recibia  ninguna 
retribucion  por  su  trabajo.  Lucas  El  Evangelista  evangelizo  en 
Grecia  y  Roma  con  su  mentor,  San  Pablo  el  Apostol.  Fue  a  traves 
de  las  ensenanzas  de  San  Pablo  que  Lucas  El  Evangelista  pudo 
escribir  El  Evangelio  segun  San  Lucas,  que  es  el  unico  Evangelio 
que  ofrece  un  relato  complete  de  los  eventos  relacionados  con  la 
Anunciacion  de  Maria,  la  visita  a  Santa  Elizabeth,  y  la  parabola  del 
hijo  prodigo.  Tambien  escribio  la  historia  de  la  Iglesia  temprana  en 
Hechos  de  los  Apostoles. 

Por  que  es  un  santo:  Se  considera  que  Lucas  El  Evangelista 
estuvo  presente  en  la  epoca  de  los  1  2  Apostoles;  fue  aprendiz  de 
San  Pablo  el  Apostol,  y  de  sus  ensenanzas  pudo  educar  al  escribir 
El  Evangelio  segun  San  Lucas,  asi  como  las  primeras  historias  de 
la  Iglesia. 

Mejor  cita:  En  el  primer  libro,  querido  Teofilo,  hable  de 
todo  lo  que  Jesus  comenzo  a  hacer  y  ensenar,  al  final  del  libro 
Jesus  daba  instrucciones  mediante  el  Espiritu  a  los  apostoles 
que  habia  elegido  y  era  llevado  al  cielo.  De  hecho,  se  presento 
a  ellos  despues  de  su  pasion  y  les  dio  numerosas  pruebas  de 
que  vivia.  Durante  40  dias  se  dejo  ver  por  ellos  y  les  hablo  del 
Reino  de  Dios.2  En  una  ocasion  en  que  estaba  reunido  con 
ellos,  les  dijo  que  no  se  alejaran  de  Jerusalen  y  que  esperaran 
lo  que  el  Padre  habia  prometido.3  "Ya  les  hable  al  respecto, 
les  dijo:  Juan  bautizo  con  agua,  pero  ustedes  seran  bautizados 
en  el  Espiritu  Santo  dentro  de  pocos  dias."  (Hechos  i:  1-5) 

Su  muerte:  Se  desconoce  la  muerte  real  de  San  Lucas  El 
Evangelista;  murio  en  el  ario  74,  en  Grecia.  Algunos  dicen  que 
San  Lucas  sufrio  la  muerte  de  un  martir,  aunque  otros  dicen  que 
fue  de  causas  naturales.  Los  vestigios  de  San  Lucas  yacen  en 
Padua,  Italia. 
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Voices     in    our  Church 


pastor's  perspective 


"<LSoy  Acaso 
Answers  for  el  Guardian  de 

African  Catholics  Mi  Hermano. . .?" 


(Gn.  4,  9b) 


ecently  as  Vicar  for  African  Ancestry  Min- 
istry and  Evangelization,  I  have  been  asked 
some  questions  about  the  Ministry  as  it 
relates  to  African  Catholics  who  now  live  in 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 


The  first  African 
Catholics  to  organize 
within  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  were  the 
Swahili-speaking 
people  from  Kenya  and 
Tanzania.  The  Swahili- 
speaking  people  have 
been  invited  to  cele- 
brate Holy  Mass  at  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  Parish 
monthly.  Father  Pius 
Wekesa  is  Chaplain 
to  that  group.  Father 
Wekesa  also  serves  as  the  Pastor  of  St.  John  the  Baptist 
Catholic  Church  in  Roanoke  Rapids. 

When  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  became  aware  of  the  influx 
of  French-speaking  Africans,  Bishop  Burbidge  contacted 
the  Bishop  of  Boma  in  Congo  and  requested  a  priest  to 
minister  to  this  group.  Father  Roger  Malonda  was  sent 
to  our  Diocese,  and  was  also  named  Parochial  Vicar  of 
St  Mary,  Mother  of  the  Church  Parish  in  Garner.  This  is 
where  the  French-speaking  Catholics  gather  monthly  for 
Holy  Mass. 

Prior  to  the  arrival  of  both  of  these  priests,  a  Nigerian 
priest  would  come  monthly  from  Maryland  to  celebrate 
Mass  at  St  Joseph  in  Raleigh.  When  he  could  no  longer 
travel  here,  various  priests  served  until  Bishop  Burbidge 
was  able  to  welcome  Father  Joseph  Oji,  who  also  serves  as 
Parochial  Vicar  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  in  Cary.  Since 
most  of  the  Nigerians  in  the  Diocese  are  Igbo  people, 
the  regular  Liturgy  is  celebrated  in  Igbo.  But  Mass  is  also 
celebrated  in  other  Nigerian  languages. 

The  role  of  these  priests  is  to  provide  pastoral  care  to 
Africans,  organize  events  to  celebrate  their  cultures  and 
heritages  and  to  provide  support  and  encouragement.  The 
communities  are  also  encouraged  to  support  and  be  active 
in  their  regular  parishes. 

African  Catholics  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  work 
of  the  Office  of  African  Ancestry  Ministry  and  Evangeliza- 
tion. One  way  to  do  this  is  by  joining  the  advisory  Board 
of  the  Ministry.  This  Board  meets  quarterly  to  review  the 
activities  of  the  Ministry. 

-  Msgr.  Hadden 


Durante  el  mes  de  octubre  celebramos  las 
vocaciones,  el  Domingo  Mundial  de  las 
Misiones,  la  fiesta  de  Santa  Teresa  del  Nino 
Jesus,  de  San  Francisco  de  Asis,  de  Santa 
Teresa  de  Avila,  de  San  Lucas,  el  Domingo 
de  Respeto  por  la  Vida,  el  mes  de  Nuestra  Senora  del  Rosario 
y  el  Mes  de  la  Herencia  Hispana  entre  otros.  Al  mismo  tiempo 
observamos  en  nuestro  pais  que  la  intolerancia  a  la  diversidad 
crece  constantemente,  que  han  aumentado  los  crimenes  de 
odio,  que  algunos  politicos  ganaron  las  elecciones  primarias 
con  posiciones  anti-inmigrantes,  que  en  Mexico  masacraron 
a  72  inmigrantes,  que  en  Chile  varios  mineros  luchan  por 
sobrevivir. . .  y  nos  preguntamos  ^Como  celebrar  nuestra  fe  en 
medio  de  tantos  desafios. . .? 


La  pregunta  que  Dios 
hizo  a  Cain  nos  la  plantea 
a  nosotros  hoy  mas  que 
nunca:  "iDonde  estd  tu 
hermano?...  ^Que  has 
hecho?  Clama  la  sangre  de 
tu  hermano  y  su  grito  me 
llega  desde  la  tierra"  (Gn.  4. 

9a.l0). 


La  respuesta  de  Cain 
que  tiene  por  titulo  este 
articulo  es  inaceptable 
para  los  que  decimos  ser 
cristianos.  No  podemos  desentendernos  de  lo  que  sucede  a 
nuestros  hermanos  mas  vulnerables.  Sencillamente  nuestra 
respuesta  a  Dios  se  mide  en  la  respuesta  a  los  necesitados. 
Como  catolicos  somos  responsables  de  lo  que  sucede  en 
nuestro  mundo.  No  basta  rezar  para  identificarnos  con  Jesus 
de  Nazareth.  Necesitamos  demostrar  nuestra  fe  con  obras 
de  amor,  justicia  y  misericordia.  Recordemos  que  el  examen 
final  de  nuestra  vida  sera  en  referenda  al  amor  hacia  los 
necesitados  cuando  el  Senor  nos  diga:  "...cuando  lo  hicieron 
con  alguno  de  los  mas  pequehos  de  estos  mis  hermanos,  me 
lo  hicieron  a  mi"  (Mt.  25,  40). 

Vivamos  con  coherencia  la  fe  en  el  Senor  Jesus  siendo 
solidarios  con  los  que  mas  sufren  en  nuestro  medio.  Que 
todos  los  santos  que  celebramos  en  este  mes  nos  inspiren  a 
luchar  por  un  mundo  mas  justo  y  fraterno.  De  esta  manera, 
y  solo  asi,  podremos  escuchar  al  Senor  decirnos:  "Vengan 
benditos  de  mi  Padre..."  (Mt.  25,34)  Nuestra  Senora  de 
Guadalupe,  ruega  por  nosotros.  Amen. 

-  Padre  Carlos  N.  Arce,  Vicario  para  los  Hispanos 
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Saving  Food , 
Savine  the 


Hungry 


Every  day,  the  Inter-Faith 
Food  Shuttle  rescues  food  for 
Triangle  families  in  need 


By  Rich  Reece  I  Pictures  by  Denmark  Photo  &  X'ida 


Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread.  For  thou- 
sands of  hungry  families  in  North 
Carolina's  Triangle,  the  answer  to  that 
prayer  begins  here,  at  Raleigh's  State 
Farmers  Market: 


Anne  Bumgardher,  80,  descends  from  a  24-foot,  green  and  white 
van,  Inter-Faith  Food  Shuttle  painted  on  its  sides.  Small,  white-haired 
and  holding  a  clipboard,  Anne  scans  the  loading  docks  of  the  produce 
wholesalers,  looking  for  donated  food.  Anne  has  been  making  the  daily 
rounds  at  the  Market  for  twenty  years;  she  used  to  drive  the  truck  herself, 
but  now  she  moves  slowly  and  needs  a  plastic  milk  crate  to  step  up  and 
down  into  the  passenger  side  of  the  cab.  "Back  when  I  started,"  Anne 
laughs,  "my  only  reservation  was  that  I  thought  I  might  be  too  old." 

The  Inter-Faith  Food  Shuttle  began  in  1989,  and  Anne  was  in  at  the  start. 
"Sometimes  the  wholesalers  and  the  farmers  have  food  to  give,  sometimes 
they  don't,"  Anne  says.  "I  used  to  get  worried  when  the  first  places  I  stopped 
didn't  have  anything,  but  not  anymore.  The  Lord  always  provides." 

Today  in  an  hour  or  so,  Anne  will  gather  a  truckload  of  Romaine  lettuce, 
mushrooms,  snap  beans,  papayas  and  bananas.  And  Clementines:  "Those 
are  beautiful.  We'll  set  some  of  those  aside  for  our  seniors  on  Saturday." 
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The  Inter-Faith  Food  Shuttle  (IFFS)  began  in  1989 
when  two  women,  Jill  Staton-Bullard  and  Max- 
ine  Solomon,  noticed  food  at  a  Raleigh  fast-food 
restaurant  being  thrown  into  trashcans  because 
"breakfast  was  over."  They  realized  that  restau- 
rants and  grocery  stores  all  over  the  city  were  discarding  food 
that  was  close  to  its  expiration  date,  but  which  was  still  edible 
and  nutritious.  They  were  on  to  something:  Americas  food  waste 
today  is  estimated  at  130  pounds  of  food  per  person  each  year. 
That  means  20  percent  of  Americas  food  winds  up  in  landfills. 

Jill  and  Maxine  decided  to  do  something  to  rescue  good 
food  before  it  was  dumped. 

"In  those  days  it  really  was  a  shuttle,"  Jill  recalls.  "The  food 
had  to  be  turned  around  in  a  few  hours,  and  the  volunteers 
bore  any  costs  involved." 

That  year  IFFS  recovered  just  750  pounds  of  food  from 
three  donors.  In  2009,  they  recovered  6.2  million  pounds 
of  food,  and  they  expect  to  recover  6.7  million  pounds  in 
2011.  The  food  is  delivered  to  agencies  and  programs  that 
feed  the  hungry,  among  them  Catholic  Parish  Outreach 
(CPO),  the  food  pantry  in  downtown  Raleigh.  Last  year 
CPO  fed  more  than  7800  people  a  month.  CPO  Director 
Terry  Foley  says  their  work  would  be  practically  impossible 
without  the  Food  shuttle. 

"IFFS  makes  one  to  three  deliveries  a  day  to  us,"  she  says. 


"Last  year  they  provided  -  free  of  charge  -  447  tons  of  do- 
nated food,  about  40%  of  the  total  we  distributed." 

"That  includes  all  our  produce,  all  our  bread  and  desserts  and 
eggs,  and  a  quarter  of  the  meat  we  give  out,"  says  Rick  Miller- 
Haraway  Raleigh  Regional  Director  of  Catholic  Charities. 

The  expansion  of  the  ministry  of  IFFS  required  a  new 
building  in  2004.  Through  grants  and  donations,  includ- 
ing $100,000  from  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh,  IFFS  was  able 
to  build  the  Vernon  Malone  Center,  a  facility  with  loading 
docks,  sorting  areas,  offices  and  a  kitchen  where  food  can 
be  cooked,  packaged  and  frozen. 

Even  with  the  impressive  growth  of  IFFS  and  other  orga- 
nizations fighting  hunger,  the  problem  has  grown,  especially 
in  the  last  two  years.  Those  who  work  at  IFFS  know  that 
hunger  is  a  condition  extremely  close  to  home.  Every  day  in 
the  Triangle  senior  citizens  have  to  choose  between  medica- 
tions and  food.  Parents  have  to  choose  between  paying  the 
rent  and  feeding  their  children.  Rick  Miller-Haraway  quotes 
a  recent  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  study  reporting  that 
14.6  percent  of  North  Carolinians  have  some  food  insecurity, 
meaning  they  don't  always  know  where  their  next  meal  will 
come  from.  And  4.5  percent  experience  severe  food  insecu- 
rity: They  regularly  go  a  full  day  or  more  without  food. 

Its  frightening  to  imagine  what  these  numbers  would  be  with- 
out organizations  like  IFFS,  CPO  and  the  Food  Bank  of  Central 
&  Eastern  North  Carolina.  But  those  who  work  against  hunger 
know  that  simply  dispensing  food  won't  solve  the  problem. 

In  addition  to  feeding  the  hungry,  the  Food  Shuttle  con- 
ducts a  startling  array  of  programs  to  educate  people  on  nutri- 


Co-founder  of  the  Interfaith  Food  Shuttle 
Jill  Staton  Bullard  in  the  IFF  kitchen. 


tion,  food  preparation,  sustainable  farming  and  systemic  hun- 
ger issues.  Their  BackPack  Buddies  Program  provides  children 
from  food-insecure  homes  with  weekend  meals  during  the 
school  year:  Local  corporations,  civic  groups,  and  individuals 
help  collect  and  pack  bags  with  kid-friendly  non-perishable 
food.  The  children  receive  a  backpack  containing  six  balanced 
meals  and  two  healthy  snacks  at  the  end  of  every  week.  The 
Plant  a  Row  for  the  Hungry  program  invites  gardeners  to  plant 
an  extra  row  or  two  to  help  feed  the  hungry. 
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On  a  weekday  a  group  of  sophomores  from  Cary  Acad- 
emy is  busy  at  the  Malone  Center,  packing  bags  of  grocer- 
ies. Their  service  project  has  an  educational  component, 
though.  From  the  center  they  go  to  a  small  farm  operated  by 
IFFS,  where  Sun  Butler,  the  farm  manager,  is  teaching  them 
about  agriculture  and  ecology  -  and  stewardship. 

"We  try  to  educate  people  on  where  food  comes  from," 
Sun  says,  "and  how  that  affects  the  planet."  The  youth  learn 
the  difference  between  sustainable  and  organic  farming, 
how  farmers  make  a  living,  and  why  local  farming  is  an  im- 
portant part  of  feeding  people  in  the  future. 

The  following  Saturday  an  IFFS  truck  is  parked  outside 
West  Durham  Baptist  Church.  IFFS  conducts  "mobile  mar- 


Volunteers  Needed 


Ferry  Foley,  Director  of  Catholic  Parish  Outreach  and  Rick  Miller- 
-away,  Director  of  the  Raleigh  Regional  Office  of  Catholic  Charities, 
orty  per  cent  of  the  food  distributed  by  Catholic  Parish  Outreach 
comes  from  the  Interfaith  Food  Shuttle. 


kets,"  bringing  fresh,  healthy  produce  and  other  food  to 
locations  where  those  in  need  can  receive  it.  "One  of  the 
reasons  people  are  hungry,"  Jill  Staton-Bullard  explains,  "is 
accessibility.  They  lack  the  mobility  to  get  to  a  place  where 
the  healthy  food  they  need  is  available.  So  they  settle  for  fast 
food,  which  can  feed  health  problems." 

Sometimes  these  markets  are  set  up  near  health  clinics. 
Jason  Boone,  IFFS  Communications  Director,  explains:  "The 
doctor  may  tell  you  that  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  are  crucial 
to  your  health.  If  the  patient  says,  'But  I  can't  get  to  where  that 
food  is'  or  'I  can't  afford  it,'  the  doctor  can  say,  Come  back 
here  on  Thursday  and  take  what  you  need.  It's  free.'" 

As  its  name  implies,  the  volunteers  and  clients 
of  IFFS  are  members  of  all  faiths.  Founders 
Jill  and  Maxine  are  members  of  an  Episcopal 
Church  and  a  Jewish  temple,  respectively. 
The  first  IFFS  logo,  created  by  their  sons, 
combined  a  cross  with  the  Star  of  David. 

Larry  Petkovick,  member  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish  in 
Raleigh,  began  volunteering  with  IFFS  in  1995.  "I  had  done 
some  volunteering  in  my  parish  over  the  years  in  youth  ministry 
and  young  adult  ministry,"  he  recalls,  "but  I  felt  I  needed  to  do 
something  in  the  world  outside  the  parish  doors  as  well.  With 
my  life-long  love  of  food  and  cooking  and  interest  in  serving 


the  community  of  people  in  need,  the  Inter-Faith  Food  Shuttle 
seemed  like  a  place  where  I  could  share  my  gifts  to  help  others. 

"In  the  beginning,  I  drove  trucks  to  grocery  stores  and 
restaurants  to  pick  up  their  good  leftover  food  that  would 
have  otherwise  been  thrown  away  and  ended  up  in  the 
landfill.  I  delivered  it  to  shelters,  soup  kitchens  and  food 
pantries  like  Catholic  Parish  Outreach,  the  Salvation  Army, 
the  Raleigh  Rescue  mission  and  many  others." 

Larry  eventually  served  on  the  Inter-Faith  Food  Shuttle's 
board  of  directors  for  a  couple  of  terms  and  helped  build  the 
Vernon  Malone  Center. 

"The  more  I  volunteered  for  the  Shuttle,"  Larry  says,  "the 
more  I  learned.  I  realized  that  the  rich  and  the  poor  are 
really  very  similar.  The  differences  are  caused  by  circum- 
stances -  where  you  were  born,  family  relationships,  educa- 


tion, lack  of  employment  and  choices  made. 

"Volunteering  with  the  Inter-Faith  Food  Shuttle  often  helps  me 
connect  to  the  Gospel  I've  heard  on  Sundays  and  the  sharing  of 
the  Eucharist.  Gospel  readings  like  Matthew  14:  13-21,  where 
Jesus  fed  the  5,000  with  donated  food  -  five  loaves  and  two  fish. 

"What  are  the  'five  loaves  and  two  fish'  I've  been  given  in 
terms  of  time  and  talent?  As  a  Catholic  Christian  I'm  called 
to  share  my  gifts  with  people  in  need." 

Sharing  is  the  essence  of  IFFS.  "No  one  'owns'  food,"  Jill 
Staton-Bullard  says.  "We  are  only  a  way,  a  path  for  food  to 
reach  the  hungry.  We  are  stewards." 


Pope  John  Paul  II 

Catholic  High  Starts  First  Year 


^^^^^  m 


On  Monday,  August 
23,  Pope  John  Paul  II  High 
School  in  Greenville,  NC,  the 
second  Catholic  high  school 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh, 
opened  its  doors.  After  1 0 
years  of  planning,  the  school 
welcomed  its  inaugural  freshman  class,  23  students  strong. 
Classes  are  being  held  in  three  existing  classrooms  at  St. 
Gabriel  Church  for  the  next  two  school  years.  The  school  hopes 
to  add  a  gymnatorium,  its  first  new  structure,  by  fall  201  1 . 
Meanwhile  athletic  teams  have  been  formed  and  the  school 
offers  Honors  and  AP  classes. 

The  students  were  enthusiastic  as  they  began  their  first  day. 
Stephanie  Ruffolo  described  her  day  as  "pretty  good.  A  lot  better 
than  I  thought  it  would  be.  I  am  playing  volleyball  right  now,  and  I 
will  also  play  basketball." 

Asked  how  he  liked  school  so  far,  Duncan  Patrick  grinned. 
"Love  it!"  he  said.  "I  like  being  here  with  my  friends.  The  teach- 
ers are  pretty  cool,  and  I  already  know  most  of  them.  We  are 
having  fun." 

On  Friday  of  their  first  week,  students  and  family  members 
attended  the  school  year's  opening  Mass.  Fr.  Michael  A.  Butler, 
Pastor  of  St.  Gabriel,  was  the  Principal  celebrant,  with  Fr.  Justin 
Kerber,  CP,  Pastor  of  St.  Peter  Parish  in  Greenville,  as  con- 
celebrant  and  homilist.  Also  concelebrating  was  Fr.  William  G. 
Quigley,  C.I.C.M.,  Campus  Minister  at  East  Carolina  University. 

In  his  homily,  Fr.  Kerber  told  the  students  that  the  most  impor- 
tant goal  in  their  education  would  not  be  outstanding  grades  or 
athletic  achievements  or  popularity,  but  developing  and  demon- 
strating hearts  full  of  love  for  the  Lord  and  each  other. 

Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa,  Diocesan  Director  of  Catholic  Forma- 
tion and  Education,  spoke  briefly  at  the  end  of  Mass  to  express 
how  proud  the  Diocese  was  of  all  those  involved  in  John  Paul  II 
and  to  assure  them  of  continuing  strong  support  for  the  school 
from  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  and  the  Diocese. 

Following  Mass,  students  and  parents  shared  refreshments 
before  the  youth  moved  on  to  their  Honors  World  History  class. 

Dr.  Joseph  Nelson,  Lead  Administrator  for  the  school,  and  Mr. 
Glenn  Joyner,  the  on-site  Director,  said  that  the  first  week  had 
gone  well.  "You  can  just  feel  that  there's  something  special  going 
on  here,"  Dr.  Nelson  said. 

Mr.  Roger  Barefoot,  John  Paul  ll's  Athletic  Director  and 
health/physical  education  instructor,  said  that  the  students  were 
"really  excited"  about  being  the  first  class  in  the  school's  history. 
"Some  of  them  participated  in  a  cross  country  meet,"  he  said 
with  a  smile,  "and  I  was  able  to  tell  our  first  student  to  cross 
the  finish  line  that  he  now  held  the  school  record."  What  the 
first  class  misses,  Mr.  Barefoot  said,  is  mentoring  from  upper 
classmen.  "Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  in  Raleigh  has  been 
terrific  in  that  respect,  though,"  he  said,  "both  by  the  example 
they  set  in  their  own  school  and  by  the  efforts  they  continue  to 
make  to  reach  out  to  our  kids." 


St.  Michael  Catholic 
School  Named  Blue 
Ribbon  Award  Winner 


On  September  9,  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Education  Ame 
Duncan  announced  that  Saint 
Michael  the  Archangel  Catholic  School  in  Cary  was  one  of  50 
private  schools  in  the  U.S.,  and  two  in  North  Carolina,  recog- 
nized in  201 0  as  a  Blue  Ribbon  Schools  of  Excellence  award 
winner.  Saint  Michael  is  the  fourth  Catholic  School  of  Excel- 
lence named  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  since  the  Blue  Ribbon 
award  program  began.  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  School  and  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic  School,  both  in  Raleigh,  have  been 
recognized  in  the  past,  and  Blessed  Sacrament  Catholic  School 
in  Burlington  has  received  the  Blue  Ribbon  twice. 

The  Blue  Ribbon  Schools  Program,  sponsored  by  the 
Department  of  Education's  Office  for  Non-public  Education, 
honors  public  and  private  elementary,  middle,  and  high  schools 
that  are  either  high  performing  or  have  improved  student 
achievement  to  high  levels,  especially  among  disadvantaged 
students. 

The  program  recognizes  schools  in  two  categories: 

A  school  has  at  least  40  percent  of  its  students  from  disad- 
vantaged backgrounds  who  have  dramatically  improved  their 
performance  in  at  least  the  past  three  years  in  reading  and 
mathematics  and  are  achieving  at  high  levels. 

A  school  may  be  recognized  if  its  students  achieve  at  the 
highest  levels,  that  is,  if  the  school  is  in  the  top  1 0  percent  of 
the  schools  in  the  nation  in  reading  and  mathematics  in  the  last 
grade  tested,  as  measured  by  an  assessment  referenced  against 
national  norms,  or  in  the  top  1 0  percent  in  its  state  as  measured 
by  a  state  test  in  at  least  the  last  grade  tested. 

Saint  Michael  School  is  being  awarded  the  Blue  Ribbon  for 
being  a  high  performing  school.  Along  with  test  scores,  the 
school  was  evaluated  on  other  measures  such  as  overall  school 
program  assessment,  curriculum,  instructional  methods  and 
professional  development. 

"Writing  and  submitting  the  Blue  Ribbon  Application  pro- 
vided our  school  community  with  the  opportunity  to  collabo- 
rate in  looking  critically  at  our  achievements  and  at  the  areas 
needed  for  growth,"  said  Dr.  Sarah  Wannemuehler,  Principal 
of  St.  Michael  School.  "It  provided  our  school  with  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  acknowledge  what  has  been  accomplished  while 
planning  for  continued  excellence." 

On  learning  of  the  recognition,  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
said,  "I  extend  heartfelt  congratulations  to  the  faculty,  staff,  and 
students  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Catholic  School  on  being 
recognized  as  a  Blue  Ribbon  School  by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Education."  As  one  of  only  two  private  schools  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  achieving  this  status,  the  school  brings  honor  to 
the  greater  St.  Michael  Catholic  Community  and  to  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh.  I  am  grateful  for  the  leadership  of  Monsignor  Tim 
O'Connor,  Pastor,  and  Dr.  Sarah  Wannemuehler,  Principal, 
and  to  all  those  individuals  that  have  assisted  the  school  in  this 
endeavor." 
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St.  Raphael  Church 
Dedicates  New  Activity  Center 

St.  Raphael  the  Archangel  Catholic  Church  in  Ra- 
leigh celebrated  the  grand  opening  of  Ignatius  Hall,  its 
long  awaited  activity  center,  on  August  20th.  The  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  led  the  rite  of  blessing  of 
the  new  building.  In  his  remarks,  Bishop  Burbidge  said, 
"This  is  a  joyful  night  for  you  and  for  the  entire  Diocese." 
He  explained,  "We  are  reminded  that  at  the  center  of  all 
our  activities  is  the  Eucharist.  It  is  the  gift  that  unites  us  as 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  we  give  thanks  for  all  God  has 
given  us." 

Construction  of  the  1  5,000-square-foot  activity  center 
was  phase  one  of  the  Breaking  Ground  campaign.  The 
activity  center  will  be  used  for  liturgies,  sporting  events, 
receptions  and  banquets.  The  facility  also  has  a  large  theater  stage  equipped  with  a  sound  system.  Phase  two  will  be  a 
renovation  of  Raphael  Hall,  built  in  1  966.  For  years,  the  Hall  served  as  the  church  facility. 

Fr.  Robert  M.  Hussey,  S.J.,  Pastor  of  St  Raphael,  polled  the  staff,  ministry  leaders  and  parishioners  to  come  up  with  a 
name  for  the  new  activity  center.  "We  are  a  parish  administered  by  the  Fathers  and  Brothers  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  and 
St.  Ignatius  is  the  Society's  founder,"  said  Mickey  McGoldrick,  Parish  Administrator.  "Raphael  Hall  was  named  for  the 
patron  saint  of  our  parish,  so  it  seemed  fitting  to  name  the  new  Activity  Center  for  the  patron  saint  of  the  Jesuits." 

Approximately  800  parishioners  were  in  attendance.  Following  the  dedication,  they  enjoyed  a  buffet  dinner  prepared 
and  served  by  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Martha  Ministry.  "What  is  incredibly  exciting  is  seeing  the  whole 
community,  parish,  ECC  and  school  come  together  at  this  pivotal  time  in  the  history  of  St.  Raphael,"  said  Barry  Thomas, 
Principal  of  St.  Raphael  School. 

In  attendance  were  Monsignor  Gerald  L.  Lewis,  the  third  pastor  of  St  Raphael;  former  parochial  vicar  Fr.  Robert 
Wiesenbaugh,  S.J.;  Fr.  Michael  Proterra,  S.J.;  Deacons  Robert  Madey,  Jorge  R.  Rodriguez  and  Hector  Ve I azco;  and 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa. 


Diocesan  Religion  Educators  Prepare  to  Teach 
New  Curriculum 


On  September  9th 
and  1 0th,  the  Department 
of  Catholic  Formation  and 
Evangelization  offered  two 
in-service  days  to  assist 
catechists  and  teachers  in 
the  implementation  of  the 


revised  K-8  Religion  Curriculum  for  Catholic  schools  and 
parish  faith  formation  programs  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The 
sessions  were  held  at  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Parish  in  New- 
ton Grove  and  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish  in  Raleigh.  One-hun- 
dred-eighty-five catechetical  leaders  gathered  for  the  sessions. 
"These  two  days  brought  together  Catholic  school  and  parish 
faith  formation  catechists  to  grow  in  their  faith  and  instill  a  love 
and  knowledge  of  the  faith  to  the  children  they  serve,"  said  Sr. 
Rose  Marie  Adams,  I.H.M.,  Diocesan  Director  of  Evangelization 
and  Catechesis. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Doran,  National  Consultant  for  Wlliam  H. 
Sadlier,  Inc.,  presented  "Six  Tasks  of  Catechesis"  to  Directors 
of  Faith  Formation,  Principals  and  lead  catechists.  "These  are 
guidelines  that  attempt  to  take  us  beyond  the  faith  by  prepar- 
ing young  people  to  evangelize  and  be  disciples  to  the  world  in 
which  they  live,"  said  Doran. 


The  revised  Religion  Curriculum,  approved  by  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  on  August  6th,  is  rooted  in  six 
fundamental  tasks  of  catechesis  outlined  in  the  National  Direc- 
tory of  Catechesis:  Knowledge  of  Faith,  Liturgical  Education, 
Moral  Education,  Teaching  to  Pray,  Education  for  Commu- 
nity Life,  Missionary  Tradition.  The  first  four  tasks  outline  the 
catechist's  mission  of  teaching  the  Faith.  The  last  two  tasks 
are  new  because  they  change  the  focus  from  simply  teaching 
young  people  the  faith  to  teaching  them  to  share  the  faith  they 
know. 

"I  teach  7th  and  8th  grade  religion,"  said  Gwen  Eldred,  St. 
Thomas  More  Catholic  School  teacher,  "and  I  like  what  Mr. 
Doran  said  today,  that  not  only  do  we  want  the  knowledge  as 
information  but  the  knowledge  as  an  experience.  I  think  that  will 
be  a  good  thing  I  can  take  back  to  my  students." 

Sue  Gammon,  St.  Catherine  of  Siena  DRE,  called  the  day 
"a  wonderful  opportunity  for  all  individuals  who  are  responsible 
for  sharing  faith  with  the  children  in  the  Diocese.  Religion  is  not 
merely  a  subject  but  a  way  of  life,  and  an  opportunity  to  fully 
know  who  Christ  is  and  develop  a  deeper  relationship  with 
Him.  It's  important  for  us  to  help  one  another  as  we  both  strive 
to  be  catechists  in  our  own  environments." 

The  curriculum  is  available  on  the  Diocesan  Web  site  (PDF). 
For  additional  copies  in  English  or  Spanish  please  contact 
Holly  Stringer  at  9 1 9-645-4447  or  by  email,  Holly.Stringer® 
raldioc.org. 


Camille  Grupy  Named  Mary 
Dowling  Master  Catechist  of 
the  Year 


On  September  1 9,  Catechetical 
Sunday,  the  Diocesan  Office  of  Evan- 
gelization and  Catechesis  presented  the 
Mary  Dowling  Master  Catechist  of  the 
Year  Award  to  Camille 
Grupy  of  Good  Shepherd 
Parish  in  Hope  Mills.  The 
Award  was  presented 
at  a  Mass  celebrated  at 
Good  Shepherd  by  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of 
Raleigh. 

A  master  catechist  for 
1 9  years,  Mrs.  Grupy  was 
described  by  her  former 
Pastor  Fr.  Than  N.  Nguyen  as  "tireless  in 
her  efforts  to  echo  the  Good  News  to  any 
and  all  who  will  listen." 

While  serving  as  an  elementary  school 
teacher  in  the  Cumberland  County 
school  system,  Mrs.  Grupy  has  been 
involved  as  a  developer,  director  and 
educator  in  multiple  ministries  in  her 
parish,  including  the  parish  bereave- 
ment committee,  outreach  to  children 
in  orphanages  and  women  in  homeless 
shelters,  the  Landings  ministry  for  return- 
ing Catholics,  RCIA  and  much  more. 


A  colleague  who  recommended  Mrs. 
Grupy  for  the  award  wrote,  "Many  times 
a  group  of  us  will  be  talking  about  how 
we  came  to  be  involved  in  ministry,  and 
we  all  agree  it's  because  Camille  asked 
us  to  help." 

In  his  homily,  Bishop  Burbidge  said, 
"There  were  many  kind  words  expressed 
on  Camilles  behalf,  but 
perhaps  these  summarize 
them  best:  'Camille  has 
helped  me  to  deepen  my 
knowledge  of  our  faith 
and,  more  importantly, 
helped  me  to  be  a  better 
follower  of  Jesus  Christ.' 
Isn't  that  the  chief  re- 
sponsibility of  all  parents, 
catechists  and  all  those 
involved  in  the  important 
work  of  transmitting  our  faith?  Thank 
you,  Camille,  for  your  example.  Sincere 
congratulations  to  you!" 

Instituted  in  2006,  the  Mary  Dowling 
Award  is  presented  annually  to  a  Master 
Catechist  who  exemplifies  a  commitment 
to  excellence  in  catechesis  and  a  dedica- 
tion to  service.  Past  Award  recipients  are 
Sr.  Barbara  Marie  Cady,  S.U.,  Infant  of 
Prague,  Jacksonville;  Mary  Hood  Hart, 
St.  Brendan  the  Navigator,  Shallotte; 
Carole  Sears,  St.  Mary,  Goldsboro;  and 
Helen  Hudson,  Holy  Cross,  Durham. 


Bishop  Burbidge  Celebrates  Catechetical  Sunday  Mass 

September  1  9th  marked  the  celebration  of  Catechetical  Sunday  in  parishes 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge  celebrated 
Mass  on  the  occasion  at  Good  Shepherd  Catholic  Church  in  Hope  Mills.  Catecheti- 
cal Sunday  serves  as  a  reminder  of  the  responsibility  each  Catholic  has  to  continually 
grow  in  faith  and  to  share  their  gifts  in  helping  to  form  the  faith  life  of  others. 

This  year's  theme  "Matrimony:  Sacrament  of  Enduring  Love"  focuses  on  one  of 
the  five  priorities  established  by  the  United  States  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 
and  is  one  of  the  seven  priorities  set  forth  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh's  Pastoral  Plan. 
"Matrimony  is  a  Sacrament  because  it  is  a  visible  and  powerful  sign  of  the  way  Jesus 
loves  His  bride  the  Church,"  Bishop  Burbidge  said  in  his  homily.  "I  express  profound 
thanks  to  all  the  married  couples  in  Church  today  and  throughout  our  Diocese  for  the 
way  you  live  daily  the  beautiful  vocation  God  has  entrusted  to  you." 
Bishop  Burbidge  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  many  Catholic  educators,  faith  forma- 
tion directors  and  catechists  who  generously  give  their  time  talents  and  gifts  in  the 
service  to  the  Church.  "Dear  Lord,"  the  Bishop  prayed,  "please  bless  all  married 
couples,  parents,  Catholic  educators,  faith  formation  directors,  catechists  and  all  of  us 
in  this  important  ministry,  today  and  always. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mass,  the  Diocesan  Office  of  Evangelization  and  Catechesis  pre- 
sented the  Mary  Dowling  Master  Catechist  of  the  Year  Award  to  Ms.  Camille  Grupy,  a 
parishioner  at  Good  Shepherd  Church. 


Catholic  Relief  Services 
Continues  to  Aid  Pakistan 

After  the  worst  flooding  in  Paki- 
stan in  living  memory,  Catholic  Relief 
Services  continues  its  emergency 
response  to  help  thousands  of  weary 
survivors  throughout  Pakistan  recover 
and  rebuild  their  lives. 

More  than  1  7  million  people  have 
been  affected  by  the  floodwaters,  and 
more  than  4.5  million  are  homeless. 
By  providing  shelter  and  hygiene  kits 
containing  plastic  sheeting,  bed  mats, 
soap,  kitchen  supplies,  water  purifica- 
tion tablets,  rehydration  salts  and  cov- 
ered buckets  to  store  water,  CRS  is 
assisting  many  suffering  Pakistanis  to 
survive.  CRS  is  also  hiring  residents 
in  cash-for-work  programs  to  restore 
clean  drinking  water  by  rebuilding 
water  supply  systems. 

Your  help  is  still  urgently  needed.  To 
donate  online,  go  to  www.crs.org 

Charities  Express  Gratitude 
to  Diocesan  Faithful  for 
Their  Generous  Support 

Several  charitable  organizations 
have  gratefully  acknowledged  gener- 
ous contributions  from  the  faithful 
in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  Catholic 
Relief  Services:  $34,733.77  for  Op- 
eration Rice  Bowl  and  $85,591 .87 
for  the  Catholic  Home  Missions 
Appeal.  Parishioners  in  the  Diocese 
also  contributed  and  $70,770  to  the 
Catholic  Communications  Campaign; 
of  that  amount,  half  will  be  used  at  the 
national  level  and  half  in  the  Diocese. 
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Home  School  Families  Gather  for  Annual  Mass 


On  Saturday,  September  1  8th,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge 
celebrated  Mass  for  Home  School  families  at  St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic 
Church  in  Wake  Forest.  Father  Philip  M.  Tigh,  Pastor  of  St.  Catherine,  Father 
Walter  Ospina-Briceno,  Parochial  Vicar  of  St.  Catherine  and  Father  John  J. 
Forbes,  Pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  and  Dean  of  the  Raleigh  Deanery,  con- 
celebrated  the  Mass. 

The  Association  for  Roman  Catholic  Homeschoolers,  ARCH,  hosts  the  Mass 
each  year  for  all  Home  School  families  in  the  Diocese.  This  is  the  fifth  year 
Bishop  Burbidge  has  offered  the  Mass.  "It  means  so  much  that  the  Bishop  is 
supportive  of  our  mission,"  said  Angie  Sipe,  ARCH  member  and  organizer  of 
the  Mass.  "Several  recent  seminarians  have  come  from  home  school  families;  I 
think  the  Bishop's  presence  fosters  vocations  within  our  community." 

ARCH's  mission  is  to  promote  homeschooling  among  Catholic  families  and 
to  support  those  families  who  are  engaged  in  providing  their  children's  educa- 
tion at  home.  Its  activities  and  functions  are  founded  on  fidelity  to  the  teachings 
of  the  Church. 

In  his  homily,  Bishop  Burbidge  urged  young  people  to  "turn  to  God's  Word, 
especially  when  you  need  guidance.  His  Word  is  Truth.  His  word  will  always 
keep  you  on  the  right  path." 

Families  travelled  from  as  far  away  as  Ahoski,  Mebane  and  Benson  to  attend 
the  Mass.  "We  traveled  to  Wake  Forest  for  the  opportunity  to  share  Mass  with 
the  Bishop  and  to  be  a  part  of  the  Home  School  community,"  said  Jeanine 
Kosmicki  and  Carrie  Hairston,  from  St.  Charles  Borromeo  in  Ahoski. 

The  Bishop  offered  special  encouragement  to  parents.  "Homeschooling 
demands  incredible  sacrifices,"  the  Bishop  said.  "Like  all  teachers,  you  do  not 
always  see  visible  and  immediate  results  of  your  efforts.  That  is  why  the  last 
word  of  today's  Gospel  is  so  important  for  you  to  hear:  'Persevere!'  If  you  plant 
the  seeds,  Our  Lord  promises  that  they  will  bear  fruit  in  ways  you  can  never 
imagine.  Today,  renew  your  promise  to  entrust  all  of  your  efforts  and  endeavors 
to  His  providential  care." 


Diocese  Offers 
Remarriage  Workshops 

The  Marriage  and  Family  Minis- 
try of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  offers 
a  one-day  workshop  for  divorced  or 
widowed  couples  seeking  remarriage 
in  the  Catholic  Church.  The  work- 
shops are  held  quarterly  throughout 
the  Diocese  depending  on  where  the 
majority  of  registrants  are  located. 
The  most  recent  session  was  held  at 
St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Catholic 
Church  in  Cary.  The  Remarriage 
workshop  is  similar  to  the  traditional 
Marriage  Preparation  Workshop  but 
focuses  on  topics  unique  to  remar- 
riage. "We  are  pleased  to  be  offering 
a  program  specifically  geared  toward 
couples  who  have  been  divorced 
or  widowed,"  said  Mary  Di  Sano, 
Coordinator  of  Marriage  Preparation 
Programs. 

Monsignor  Jerry  M.  Sherba,  JCD, 
PhD,  opened  the  Cary  workshop 
with  a  prayer  and  gave  a  presentation 
on  the  meaning  of  the  Sacrament  of 
Matrimony,  followed  by  a  question 
and  answer  session.  Msgr.  Sherba  ex- 
plained the  importance  of  nourishing 
the  marriage  relationship  and  work- 
ing to  build  a  union  that  will  endure. 
The  workshops  provide  couples  the 
opportunity  to  explore  issues  such 
as  blending  families,  step-parenting 
and  combining  finances.  "Couples 
attending  these  workshops  are  here 
because  they're  putting  God  at  the 
center  of  their  marriage,"  said  Gary 
Southerland,  workshop  leader.  "That's 
the  theme  that  runs  through  the  whole 
day. "The  workshop  provides  couples 
with  the  skills  necessary  to  respect 
and  support  one  another  and  the  fam- 
ily. It  helps  couples  understand  how 
God  fits  in  to  their  daily  lives  and  their 
marriage  "and  to  realize  that  the  rea- 
son you're  getting  married  a  second 
time  is  because  God  is  giving  you  that 
opportunity,"  said  Southerland. 

"To  me,  going  through  marriage 
a  second  time  was  all  about  lessons 
learned,"  said  Ron  Weiger,  a  former 
participant.  "One  of  the  things  I  really 
liked  about  the  workshop  was  that  I 
expected  it  to  be  a  lot  of  exercises 


forcing  us  to  go  back  and  figure  out 
what  went  wrong,  but  instead  it  was 
focused  on  the  present  and  future." 

Catholics  who  have  been  divorced 
often  mistakenly  think  they  are  not 
welcome  to  fully  participate  in  the 
Mass  by  receiving  the  Eucharist;  this 
is  only  true  if  they  remarry  without  a 
Declaration  of  Nullity.  "These  couples 


have  made  the  commitment  to  go 
through  the  process  of  seeking  a  Dec- 
laration of  Nullity  so  that  their  second 
marriage  can  be  recognized  by  the 
Church,"  said  Mrs.  Di  Sano. 

For  more  information  on  the  pro- 
cess of  obtaining  a  Declaration  of  Nul- 
lity, visit  http://www.dioceseofraleigh. 
org/how/tribunal/ 


Unidos  a  los  Santos, 

Alabamos  a  Dios  -  Padre  Ronald  Rolhei: 


r  H  ^  odos  estamos  familiarizados  con  un  estribillo 
que  se  repite  en  muchas  de  nuestras  oraciones 
y  canciones  cristianas  -  sobre  todo  al  fin  del 
prefacio,  himno  de  alabanza  en  la  eucaristia-; 

se  trata  de  una  antifona  esperanzadora  dirigida  a  Dios: 

"Concedenos  que  seamos  uno  con  todos  los  santos 

cantando  tus  alabanzas". 


Pero  tenemos  una  version  super- 
piadosa  de  como  pudiera  escenificarse 
eso.  Nos  imaginamos  a  nosotros  mismos, 
un  dia,  en  el  cielo,  en  un  coro  u  orfeon, 
junto  con  Maria,  la  Madre  de  Jesus,  con 
las  grandes  figuras  biblicas  del  pasado, 
con  los  apostoles  y  con  todos  los  santos, 
entonando  alabanzas  a  Dios,  sintiendonos 
felices  todo  el  tiempo  por  estar  alii,  dada 
nuestra  inferioridad  moral  y  espiritual  en 
comparacion  con  esas  grandes  figuras 
espirituales.  Nos  imaginamos  a  nosotros 
mismos  pasando  la  eternidad  llenos  de 
gratitud  por  formar  parte  de  un  equipo 
que,  segun  su  nivel  de  excelencia,  nos 
tendria  que  haber  excluido. 

Pero  eso  es  solo  fantasia,  pura  y 
simple,  sobre  todo  simple. 

iQue  significaria  "estar  entre  los 
santos  cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"? 

"Somos  uno  con  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios" 
cuando  nos  unimos  a  ellos  en  la  forma 
de  vivir  nuestras  vidas;  cuando,  como 
ellos,  nuestras  vidas  son  transparentes, 
honestas,  basadas  en  integridad 
personal,  sin  esqueletos  en  nuestro 
armario.  Estar  "unidos  a  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  no  se 
refiere  tanto  a  cantar  canciones  e  himnos 
en  nuestras  iglesias  como  a  vivir  vidas 
honestas  fuera  de  ellas. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  cuando 
irradiamos  la  inmensa  compasibn  de 
Dios;  cuando  nosotros,  como  Dios, 
procuramos  que  nuestro  amor  abrace  a 
todos  sin  mirar  la  raza,  credo,  genero, 
religion,  ideologia  y  diferencias  de 
cualquier  tipo. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  cuando 
nuestro  corazon,  como  el  de  Dios,  es  una 
mansion  con  muchas  moradas. 

"Unirse  a  todos  los  santos  cantando 
las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  significa  ser 
compasivo  como  Dios  es  compasivo; 
significa  permitir  que  nuestro  sol  brille 


tanto  sobre  los  malos  como  sobre  los 
buenos  y  dejar  que  nuestra  empatia  logre 
abrazar  tambien  a  los  de  ideas  opuestas. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  cuando 
atendemos  a  las  "viudas,  huerfanos 
y  extrahos  o  extranjeros",  cuando 
alcanzamos  a  los  mas  vulnerables, 
cuando  alimentamos  a  los  hambrientos, 
damos  de  beber  a  los  sedientos, 
visitamos  a  los  enfermos  y  encarcelados; 
cuando  luchamos  y  trabajamos  por  la 
justicia. 

"Unirnos  a  todos  los  santos  cantando 
las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  significa  revertir 
la  tendencia  de  la  naturaleza  por  la 
supervivencia  de  los  mas  fuertes  y, 
en  vez,  trabajar  para  hacer  posible  lo 
opuesto,  la  supervivencia  de  los  mas 
debiles. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  cuando 
trabajamos  por  la  paz,  cuando,  tanto  en 
nuestra  vida  personal  como  en  nuestra 
vida  politico-social,  nos  esforzamos  por 
irradiar  la  no-violencia  de  Dios;  cuando 
rechazamos  la  tentacion  de  intentar 
acabar  una  violencia  cruel  con  una 
moralmente  superior. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  siempre 
que  nos  perdonemos  unos  a  otros, 
especialmente  cuando  ese  perdon  se 
mezcla  con  una  amargura  que  parece 
indigna  del  regalo. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  cuando 
amortiguamos  el  odio,  la  ira,  la  violencia 
y  el  mismo  asesinato  y  cuando,  como 
Jesus,  no  respondemos  con  la  misma 
moneda;  cuando  perdonamos  a  nuestros 
enemigos. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  cuando, 
como  ellos,  entregamos  generosamente 
nuestro  tiempo,  nuestros  talentos  y 
nuestra  misma  vida  con  abnegacion,  sin 
considerar  los  riesgos;  cuando  vivimos 


de  modo  altruista,  aceptando  que  nuestra 
realizacion  personal  no  sea  la  meta  mas 
importante  de  nuestras  vidas. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios" 
cuando  vivimos  con  saludable  modestia, 
cuando  nos  destronamos  a  nosotros 
mismos  como  el  centro  del  universo, 
cuando  tomamos  el  puesto  mas  bajo 
sin  resentimiento,  cuando  nuestra 
conversacion  no  gira  necesariamente  en 
torno  a  nosotros. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios" 
cuando  somos  uno  con  ellos  en  la 
oracion,  cuando,  como  ellos,  alzamos 
regularmente  nuestros  ojos  al  cielo 
mas  alia  del  horizonte  del  mundo  actual 
para  anclarnos  en  la  realidad  del  "mas 
alia".  "Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  cuando 
vivimos  con  paciencia  y  aguante;  cuando 
aceptamos  sin  amargura  que  todas 
las  sinfonias  tengan  que  permanecer 
inacabadas  y  que  tengamos  que  vivir 
sin  alcanzar  perfeccion;  cuando  vivimos 
en  medio  de  las  frustraciones  de  esta 
vida  sin  murmurar,  de  forma  que  la  vida 
pueda  ir  desarrollandose  cuando  y  como 
Dios  quiera. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios" 
cuando  vivimos  esperanzados;  cuando 
arraigamos  nuestra  vision  y  nuestras 
energias  en  la  promesa  de  Dios  y  en  el 
poder  que  Dios  revelo  en  la  resurreccion 
de  Jesus. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  cuando, 
como  Julian  de  Norwich,  vivimos 
creyendo  que,  independientemente  de 
cualquier  oscuridad  actual,  el  final  de 
nuestra  historia  esta  ya  escrito,  que  al  fin 
todo  quedara  bien  y  estaran  bien  y  en 
armonia  todas  las  formas  de  ser. 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  cuando, 
en  vez  de  vivir  inmersos  en  la  envidia,  el 
resentimiento,  la  amargura,  la  venganza, 
la  impaciencia,  la  colera,  la  division,  la 
idolatn'a  y  la  urgencia  sexual,  vivimos,  por 
el  contrario,  inmersos  en  la  "caridad,  el 
gozo,  la  paz,  la  paciencia,  la  bondad,  la 
mansedumbre,  la  fidelidad,  la  modestia 
y  la  castidad"  (todos  "frutos  del  Espiritu 
Santo"). 

"Nos  unimos  a  todos  los  santos 
cantando  las  alabanzas  de  Dios"  solo 
cuando  vivimos  nuestra  vida  como  ellos 
vivieron  la  suya. 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


Amar  Sin  Medida 


El  tema  elegido  por  la  Iglesia  en  los  Estados 
Unidos  para  el  Mes  de  Respeto  a  la  Vida  en 
Octubre  es  hermoso,  poderoso  e  inspirador: 
"La  medida  del  amor  es  amar  sin  medida".  (El 
afiche  anunciando  el  tema  se  ha  distribuido  a  todas  las 
parroquias).  Es  adecuadamente  apropiado  que  en  el  centra 
del  afiche  esta  Nuestro  Serior  Jesucristo  en  el  Santisimo 
Sacramento.  En  Cristo  Jesus  tenemos  el  perfecto  ejemplo 
de  lo  que  significa  amar  sin  medida,  sin  importar  el  costo. 
Siempre  obediente  y  fiel  a  la  Voluntad  del  Padre,  Jesus 
ofrece  el  ultimo  sacrificio:  entregando  su  vida  para  la 
salvation  del  pueblo  de  Dios.  El  Papa  Benedicto  XVI  nos 
recuerda  que  a  traves  de  Cristo  entregando  su  propia  vida 
por  nosotros,  El  afirmo  el  valor  inestimable  de  la  vida  de 
cada  persona  {sacrememumcamms,m.  \Vot  lo  tanto,  toda  la  vida,  en 
cada  etapa  del  desarrollo,  debe  ser  celebrada  y  protegida! 


Al  vivir  aqui  en  la  tierra,  no 
podemos  olvidar  nunca  nuestro 
objetivo  final:  de  vivir  con  Dios 
eternamente  en  el  Reino  de  los 
Cielos.  Todos  los  dias  debemos 
prepararnos  para  cumplir  el  objetivo. 
Solo  lo  podemos  lograr  si  imitamos 
el  ejemplo  de  Jesus  en  la  cruz. 
Debemos  ser  fieles  a  la  santa  voluntad 
de  Dios  en  nuestras  vidas.  Debemos 
amar  a  Dios  y  el  uno  al  otro  sin 
medida.  En  otras  palabras,  debemos 
dar  de  nosotros  sacrificialmente, 
totalmente  y  libremente  al  vivir 
nuestra  vocation  como  discipulos  del 
Senor  y  como  sacerdotes,  diaconos, 
hermanas  religiosas,  parejas  casadas, 
padres,  personas  solteras,  vecinos  y 
ciudadanos. 

Esta  expresion  de  amar  sin  medida 
es  visible  a  lo  largo  de  nuestra 
Diocesis,  en  nuestras  parroquias  y  en 
sus  hogares.  Ustedes  han  demostrado 
en  maneras  innumerables  lo  que 
significa  servir  y  no  ser  servido; 
atendiendo  las  necesidades  de  los 
demas  antes  de  las  propias;  ofreciendo 


su  tiempo,  talento  y  tesoro  para 
asi  construir  el  Cuerpo  de  Cristo; 
a  levantar  al  oprimido  y  al  mas 
vulnerable  en  medio  de  nosotros; 
trabajar  en  favor  de  la  justicia  y 
perdonar  a  aquellos  que  le  han 
ofendido.  Al  celebrar  el  Mes  de  Respeto 
a  la  Vida,  les  ofrezco  un  profundo 
agradecimiento  por  ser  un  ejemplo 
maravilloso. 

Lo  contrario  del  sacrificio  por 
amor  es  un  amor  centrado  en  uno 
mismo  que  conduce  a  los  males  que 
impregnan  hoy  mas  que  nunca  a 
nuestra  cultura:  el  individualismo, 
materialismo,  consumismo, 
utilitarismo  y  hedonismo.  Estas  ofrecen 
promesas  falsas  y  vacias  que  resultan 
en  comportamientos  destructives 
tales  como  el  aborto,  la  investigation 
con  celulas  madres  embrionarias,  la 
eutanasia,  la  tecnologia  reproductiva 
ilicita,  la  asistencia  medica  para  el 
suicidio,  la  aplicacion  injusta  de 
la  pena  de  muerte  y  otros  actos  de 
destruction  de  vida.  Para  transformar 
el  mal  de  nuestra  cultura  se  necesitara 


sacrificio,  perseverancia  y  un  amor  sin 
medida. 

jEl  Mes  de  Respeto  a  la  Vida 
nos  recuerda  trabajar  para  esa 
transformation;  es  un  tiempo  especial 
para  renovar  nuestro  compromiso  de 
proclamar  en  palabra  y  action  que  Dios 
es  el  autor  de  toda  vida  y  que  cada  ser 
humano,  en  cada  etapa  y  condition,  es 
querido  y  amado  por  Dios!  Estas  son 
verdades  eternas,  escritas  en  nuestro 
corazon,  lo  cual  nunca  pueden  ser 
debatidas  y  negadas.  Estas  son  verdades 
que  no  dependen  de  nuestra  opinion, 
nuestra  election,  o  capricho  o  de 
nuestra  agenda.  Estas  son  verdades 
que  deben  conducirnos  a  la  voz  del 
no  nacido,  especialmente  con  nuestros 
oficiales  elegidos,  y  a  perseverar  en 
nuestros  esfuerzos  para  proteger  cada 
nino  de  los  abortos  horrendos  que 
tragicamente  ocurren  a  diario.  Estas 
verdades  deben  conducirnos  a  renovar 
nuestros  esfuerzos  para  abrazar  y 
amar  a  los  pobres  y  necesitados  que 
se  sienten  olvidados;  el  inmigrante 
que  se  siente  marginado;  el  prisionero 
que  se  siente  abandonado  al  enfrentar 
la  pena  de  muerte;  los  ancianos 
enfermos  y  discapacitados  fisicamente  y 
emocionalmente  que  creen  que  su  valor 
se  esta  reduciendo  a  una  medida  por 
su  utilidad.  jQue  en  su  vida  personal, 
en  nuestra  parroquia  y  en  el  ministerio 
Diocesano  podamos  reflejar  que  somos 
un  pueblo  donde  en  cada  momento 
celebramos  y  protegemos  la  santidad  de 
toda  la  vida  humana! 

Asi  como  Jesucristo  en  el  Santisimo 
Sacramento  esta  en  el  centro  del  afiche 
de  Respeto  a  la  Vida,  en  el  centro 
de  nuestros  esfuerzos  en  nombre 
de  la  Vida  del  Evangelio  debe  estar 
Jesucristo.  El  nos  ha  dado  el  ejemplo 
perfecto  y  es  el  Unico  que  nos  brinda 
su  gratia,  fortaleza  y  el  alimento  que 
necesitamos  para  ser  fieles  a  la  santa 
voluntad  de  Dios  y  amar  sin  medida. 
Que  vivamos  y  habitemos  en  El  ahora 
y  para  siempre. 


Salvando  la  Comida,  Salvando  al  Hambriento 

Cada  dia,  el  Transportador  de  comida  rescata  alimentos  para  las  familias 

esitadas  en  el  trianeulo.  -  Por  Rich  Recce  I  Fotografias  vor  Denmark  Fotos  y  Video 


Danos  hoy  nuestro  pan  de  cada 
dia.  Para  miles  de  familias  con 
hambre  en  el  Triangulo  de 
Carolina  del  Norte,  la  respuesta 
a  esa  oracion  comienza  aqui,  en  el  mercado 
de  los  agricultores  de  Raleigh: 

Anne  Bumgardner,  80,  desciende  de  una  furgoneta  verde  con 
bianco  de  24  pies,  pintada  a  los  lados  Inter-Faith  Food  Shutde. 
Anne,  pequena  de  pelo  bianco  y  con  un  cuademo,  escanea  la 
carga  de  los  comerciantes  de  productos,  buscando  alimentos  do- 
nados.  Anne  ha  estado  haciendo  las  rondas  diarias  en  el  mercado 
desde  hace  veinte  afios;  ella  misma  solia  conducir  la  furgoneta, 
pero  ahora  ella  se  mueve  lentamente  y  necesita  un  cajon  plastico 
de  leche  para  subir  y  bajar  al  lado  del  pasajero  de  la  cabina. 
"Cuando  empece,"  dice  riendose  Anne,  "mi  unica  reserva  fue  que 
pense  que  podria  estar  muy  vieja". 

El  Inter-Fe  Transportador  de  comida  comenzo  en  1989,  y 
Anne  estaba  desde  el  comienzo.  'A  veces  los  comerciantes  y  los 
agricultores  tienen  comida  para  donar,  y  a  veces  no,"  dice  Anne. 
"Me  preocupaba  cuando  a  los  primeros  lugares  que  yo  Uegaba  no 
tenian  nada,  pero  ya  no.  El  Senor  siempre  proveera '. 

Hoy,  como  en  una  hora  mas  o  menos,  Anne  cargara  la  furgo- 
neta llena  de  Lechuga  romana,  champiriones,  ejotes,  papayas  y 


platanos.  Y  Clementinas:  "Esas  son  deliciosas.  Separamos  algunas 
para  los  ancianos  del  sabado". 

El  Transportador  de  comida  (IFFS)  comenzo  en  1989 
cuando  dos  mujeres,  Jill  Staton-Bullard  y  Maxine 
Solomon,  descubrieron  que  la  comida  en  un  res- 
taurante  de  comida  rapida  de  Raleigh  era  tirada  a  la 
basura  porque  "la  hora  del  desayuno  ya  habia  terminado".  Ellas  se 
dieron  cuenta  que  los  restaurantes  y  los  almacenes  en  toda  la  ciu- 
dad  estaban  desechando  la  comida  que  estaba  cerca  de  su  fecha 
de  caducidad,  pero  que  todavia  era  comestible  y  nutritiva.  Ellas 
estaban  por  hacer  algo:  los  desperdicios  de  comida  de  America  se 
estima  hoy  a  130  libras  de  comida  por  persona.  Esto  quiere  decir 
que  el  20  porciento  de  comida  termina  en  un  basurero. 

Jill  y  Maxine  decidieron  hacer  algo  para  rescatar  buena  comida 
antes  de  ser  arrojada  a  la  basura. 

"En  aquellos  dias  era  realmente  un  transportador,  recuerda 
Jill.  "La  comida  tuvo  que  ser  desviada  en  unas  pocas  horas,  y  los 
voluntarios  aguantaron  cualquier  sacrihcio  implicado". 

Ese  ano  el  IFFS  solo  rescato  750  libras  de  comida  de  tres  do- 
nadores.  El  2009,  rescataron  6.2  millones  de  libras  de  comida,  y 
para  el  201 1  esperan  rescatar  6.7  millones  de  libras.  Los  alimen- 
tos son  entregados  a  agendas  y  programas  que  alimentan  a  los 
que  tienen  hambre,  entres  ellos  esta  Catholic  Parish  Outreach 
(CPO),  un  albergue  de  comida  en  el  centra  de  Raleigh.  El  ano 
pasado  alimento  a  mas  de  7,800  personas  en  un  mes.  Terry  Foley 
Director  de  CPO  dice  que  su  trabajo  practicamente  seria  impo- 
sible  sin  el  Transportador  de  comida. 

"El  IFFS  hace  de  una  a  tres  entregas  por  dia  al  CPO",  dice  ella. 
"El  ano  pasado  proporcionaron-  sin  costo  alguno-  447  toneladas 
de  comida  donada,  del  cual  40%  del  total  fue  distribuida". 

"Eso  incluye  todo  el  producto,  el  pan,  los  postres,  los  huevos, 
y  un  cuarto  de  carne  que  donamos",  dice  Rick  Miller-Haraway 
Director  Regional  de  Raleigh  de  Catholic  Charities. 

La  expansion  del  ministerio  de  IFFS  requirio  de  un  nuevo 
edificio  en  2004.  A  traves  de  becas  y  donaciones  incluyendo 
$100,000  de  parte  de  la  Diocesis  de  Raleigh,  fue  como  el  IFFS 
construyo  el  Vernon  Malone  Center,  un  edificio  con  muelles  para 
la  carga,  areas  para  clasificar,  oficinas  y  una  concina  donde  se 
puede  cocinar  la  comida,  empaquetarla  y  congelarla. 

Aun  con  el  crecimiento  impresionante  de  IFFS  y  otras  orga- 
nizaciones  luchando  contra  el  hambre,  el  problema  ha  aumen- 
tado,  especialmente  en  los  ultimos  dos  afios.  Los  que  trabajan 
para  el  IFFS  saben  que  la  condition  de  hambre  esta  extremada- 
mente  cerca  de  casa.  Cada  dia  en  el  Triangle  senior  citizen  se  tiene 
que  escoger  entre  los  medicamentos  o  la  comida.  Los  padres 
de  familia  tienen  que  escoger  entre  pagar  la  renta  o  alimentar 
a  sus  hijos.  Rick  Miller-Haraway  cita  un  reciente  estudio  del 
Departamento  de  Agricultores  de  los  Estados  Unidos  que  el  14.6 
por  ciento  de  los  habitantes  de  Carolina  del  Norte  tienen  cierta 
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inseguridad  alimenticia,  lo  que  significa  que  no  siempre  saben  de 
donde  vendra  su  proxima  alimentation. 

Es  aterrador  imaginar  lo  que  serian  estos  numeros  si  no 
hubiera  organizaciones  como  el  IFFS,  CPO  y  el  Banco  de  Comida 
del  Centra  y  Este  de  Carolina  del  Norte.  Pero  los  que  trabajan 
contra  el  hambre  saben  que  donando  la  comida  no  van  a  resolver 
el  problema. 

Ademas  de  alimentar  al  hambriento,  el  Transportador  de 
comida  conducira  el  comienzo  de  una  variedad  de  programas 
para  educar  a  la  gente  sobre  la  nutrition,  preparation  de  alimen- 
tos,  agricultura  sostenible  y  las  cuestiones  sistemicas  de  hambre. 
El  programa  de  Back  Pack 
Buddies  proporciona  a  los 
ninos  de  casas  con  inseguridad 
alimenticia  con  alimentos  para 
el  fin  de  semana  durante  el  ano 
escolar:  Corporaciones  locales, 
grupos  civicos,  e  individuos 
ayudan  a  reunir  y  empacar  bol- 
sas  con  comida  no  perecedera 
aptas  para  los  ninos.  Los  ninos 
reciben  una  mochila  que  con- 
tiene  seis  comidas  balanceadas 
y  dos  meriendas  saludables 
al  final  de  cada  semana.  El 

programa  de  Plant  a  Row  for  the  Hungry  (planta  un  surco  para 
el  hambriento)  invita  a  los  jardineros  a  plantar  una  o  dos  hileras 
extras  para  alimentar  al  que  tiene  hambre. 

Un  grupo  de  estudiantes,  de  la  Academia  de  Cary  se  ocupan 
un  dia  entre  semana  empacando  bolsas  de  comida  en  Malone 
Center.  Su  servicio,  sin  embargo,  tiene  un  componente  educativo. 
Desde  el  Centra  van  a  una  pequeria  granja  operada  por  el  IFFS, 
donde  Sun  Butler,  el  encargado  de  la  granja,  les  enseria  sobre 
agricultura,  ecologia  y  administration. 

"Intentamos  educar  a  la  gente  explicandole  de  donde  vi- 
enen  los  alimentos",  dice  Sun,  "y  como  eso  afecta  al  planeta". 
Los  jovenes  aprenden  entre  agricultura  sostenible  y  agricultura 
organica,  como  los  agricultores  se  ganan  la  vida,  y  por  que  el 
agricultor  local  es  una  parte  importante  para  alimentar  al  pueblo 
de  Dios  en  el  future. 

El  proximo  sabado  un  Transportador  del  IFFS  se  estacionara 
fuera  de  la  Iglesia  Bautista  en  el  oeste  de  Durham.  El  IFFS  con- 
duce "mercados  moviles",  trayendo  productos  frescos  y  salu- 
dables, y  otras  comidas  a  las  localidades  donde  aquellos  necesita- 
dos  puedan  recibirlo.  "Una  de  las  razones  por  la  cuales  la  gente 
tiene  hambre",  explica  Jill  Staton-Bullard,  "es  por  accesibilidad. 
Les  falta  la  movilidad  para  llegar  al  lugar  donde  esta  disponible  la 
comida  saludable  que  necesitan.  Por  lo  tanto  se  conforman  con 
comidas  rapidas  que  solo  acarrea  problemas  de  salud". 

A  veces  estos  mercados  estan  cerca  de  las  clinicas  de  salud. 
Jason  Boone,  Director  de  Comunicaciones  explica:  "Los  doc- 
tores  pueden  decirles  que  las  frutas  y  verduras  frescas  son  cru- 
ciales  para  su  salud".  Si  el  paciente  dice,  "Pero  no  tengo  en  que 
ir  al  lugar  de  la  comida"  o  "no  tengo  con  que  pagar",  el  doctor 
le  puede  decir,  "Regrese  el  Jueves  y  llevese  lo  que  necesita.  Es 
gratis." 


Tal  como  lo  dice  el  nombre,  los  voluntarios  y  los 
clientes  del  IFFS  son  miembros  de  todas  las  denomi- 
naciones  religiosas.  Jill  y  Maxine,  ambos  fundadores, 
son  miembros,  respectivamente,  de  un  Iglesia  Epis- 
copal y  de  un  Templo  Judio.  El  primer  logo  del  IFFS  creado  por 
sus  hijos,  combinaron  una  cruz  con  la  estrella  de  David. 

Larry  Petkovick,  miembros  de  la  Parroquia  San  Francisco  de 
Asis  en  Raleigh,  empezo  su  voluntariado  con  el  IFFS  en  1995. 
"Yo  habia  hecho  voluntariado  en  mi  parroquia  durante  los  anos 
en  el  ministerio  de  los  jovenes  y  jovenes  adultos',  el  recuerda, 
"pero  tambien  senti  la  necesidad  de  hacer  algo  por  el  mundo 

fuera  de  la  parroquia". 


Hermandad  del  Senor  de  los  Milagros 
de  Raleigh,  N.C. 

Mass  &  Procession  -  Misa  y  Procesion 
Saturday  October  23th  -  1 0:30  a.m. 
Sabado  23  de  Octubre 
St.  Raphael  the  Archangel  Catholic  Church 
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'Al  principio,  mane j  aba  los 
Transportadores  a  los  super 
mercados  y  restaurantes  para 
recoger  la  comida  buena  que 
sobraba  que  de  otra  forma  se 
hubiese  tirado  y  terminado  en 
un  basurero.  La  entregaba  a  los 
albergues,  soup  kitchen  y  ban- 
cos  de  comida  como  Catholic 
Parish  Outreach,  el  Salvation 
Army,  the  Raleigh  Rescue  mis- 
sion y  muchos  otras". 

Finalmente  Larry,  sirvio  en 
la  Mesa  Directiva  del  Inter-Fe  de  Transportador  de  comidas  por 
un  par  de  periodos  y  ayudo  a  construir  el  Vernon  Malone  Center. 

"Entre  mas  ayudaba  con  el  Transportador",  dice  Larry,  "mas 
aprendia.  Me  di  cuenta  que  el  rico  y  el  pobre  son  realmente  muy 
similares.  Las  diferencias  son  causadas  por  circunstancias — 
donde  naciste,  la  relation  con  la  familia,  la  education,  la  falta  de 
empleo  y  las  elecciones  escogidas". 

Ayudando  con  el  Transportador  de  comida  a  menudo  me 
ayuda  a  conectarme  con  los  Evangelios  que  he  escuchado  los 
domingos  y  al  compartir  la  Eucaristia.  Las  lecturas  del  Evangelio 
como  Mateo  14:  13-21,  donde  Jesus  alimento  a  las  5,000  perso- 
nas  con  comida  donante — cinco  panes  y  dos  pescados". 

"(•Cuales  son  los  cinco  panes  y  los  dos  pescados  que  he  dado 
en  terminos  de  tiempo  y  talento?  Como  Catolico  Cristiano  estoy 
llamado  a  compartir  mis  dones  con  las  personas  necesitadas". 

Compartir  es  lo  esencial  del  IFFS.  "Nadie  es  dueno  de  la 
comida",  dice  Jill  Staton-Bullard.  "Somos  solo  una  direction,  un 
camino  para  que  la  comida  Uegue  al  que  tiene  hambre.  Somos 
administradores." 


Se  Necesitan  Voluntarios 


►►  El  Inter-Fe  de  Transportador  de  Comida  necesita  voluntarios  con  una 
variedad  de  intereses  y  talentos.  Tal  vez  usted  puede  utilizar  sus  habilidades 
culinarias  para  ensehar  una  receta  familiar  a  una  clase  en  el  programa 
de  capacitacion  de  empleo  culinario  del  Transportador.  O  puede  trabajar 
abogando  para  que  los  municipales  permitan  jardineros  comunitarios  en 
los  limites  de  la  cuidad.  Otros  voluntarios  embolsan  la  comida  para  llevar  a 
los  ancianos  o  mantenga  unidades  de  alimentos  para  el  programa  de  Back 
Pack  Buddy.  Para  ver  las  maneras  que  usted  puede  ayudar  a  luchar  contra 
el  hambre  en  el  Triangulo,  ingrese  a  http://www.foodshuttle.org/. 


Cardinal  Newman  Beatified 
in  England  on  September  1 9th 


On  September  19th  in  Birming- 
ham, England,  Pope  Benedict 
the  XVI  beatified  John  Car- 
dinal Newman  (1801-1890). 
Beatification  is  the  penultimate  step  in  the 
process  of  canonization.  NCC  asked  Dr. 
Paul  Griffiths,  Warren  Professor  of  Catho- 
lic Theology  at  Duke  University  Divinity 
School,  to  explain  Cardinal  Newmans 
significance  to  Catholics  today. 


Most  American  Catholics  know  Newman's  name 
because  of  the  hundreds  of  cam- 
pus-based Catholic  centers  and 
chaplaincies  named  for  him.  There 
are  a  number  of  these  in  the  Dio- 
cese of  Raleigh.  The  habit  of  calling 
such  centers  after  Newman  derives 
from  his  attempt  to  found  a  Catholic 
university  in  Ireland  during  the  third 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
That  attempt  was,  to  put  it  mildly,  not 
an  unqualified  success;  but  Newman 
was  prompted  by  it  to  think  and  write 
about  what  a  university  is  and  what  a 
Catholic  university  might  be,  and  that 
led  to  one  of  his  great  works,  The 
Idea  of  a  University  (1  852,  with  later 
revisions),  a  book  that  remains  es- 
sential reading  for  those  concerned 
to  think  about  that  subject. 

That  book  by  itself  would  be 
enough  to  make  Newman  an  im- 
portant figure  for  the  Church.  But 
it  is  only  a  small  part  of  his  work, 
and  there  is  a  sense  in  which  the  shape  of  his  life  is  as 
important  a  witness  to  the  vocation  of  the  Catholic  intellec- 
tual as  anything  he  wrote.  Newman  was  received  into  the 
Catholic  Church  only  in  1  845,  half-way  through  his  life. 
Before  that,  he  had  been  a  priest  of  the  Anglican  Church, 
a  teacher  of  theology  at  Oxford  University,  and  among  the 
most  accomplished  and  controversial  public  intellectu- 
als of  the  time.  He  was,  as  an  Anglican,  the  leader  of  the 
so-called  Oxford  Movement,  which  aimed  to  persuade 
Anglicans  that  they  could  and  should  recover  the  catho- 
licity of  their  church.  The  Catholic  Church  appeared  to 
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most  English  people  during  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century  as  both  alien  and  dangerous;  advocating  the  re- 
catholicization  of  the  established  English  Church  seemed 
to  many  not  much  different  from  advocating  the  destruction 
of  the  English  state. 

Newman  did  not  at  first  intend  that  his  attempt  to  per- 
suade Anglicans  of  the  catholicity  of  their  church  should 
lead  them,  or  himself,  to  seek  full  communion  with  the 
Bishop  of  Rome.  Rather,  he  thought  for  more  than  a  de- 
cade that  he  could  reform  the  Church  of  England  without 
taking  that  step,  or  persuading  others  to  take  it.  But  by  the 
early  1  840s  he  had  become  convinced  that  the  Roman 
Church  was  the  Church  of  Christ,  and,  following  conviction 
with  action,  he  was  received  into  it.  His  spiritual  and  intel- 
lectual autobiography,  Apologia  Pro  Vita  Sua  (1  864-65 
-  in  English  in  spite  of  its  Latin  title),  in  which  he  describes 
this  process,  remains  one  of  the 
great  Catholic  autobiographies.  If  you 
have  not  read  Newman  before,  this  is 
the  work  to  begin  with. 

Newman's  life  as  a  Catholic  sub- 
sequent to  1  845  was  full  of  incident, 
difficulty,  and  controversy.  He  did 
not  find  life  as  a  Catholic  theologian 
easy  (no  one,  I  think,  does),  but  he 
worked  consistently  to  clarify  the  mind 
of  the  Church  to  itself  as  a  thinker 
unequalled  among  his  contemporaries 
in  intellectual  and  literary  gifts.  Among 
the  great  works  of  his  Catholic  period 
are  the  Grammar  of  Assent  (1 870),  a 
work  on  the  epistemology  of  religious 
belief  whose  significance  is  still  being 
absorbed  by  the  Church;  and  the 
Essay  on  Development  of  Doctrine 
(first  published  in  1  845  having  been 
written  while  Newman  was  Anglican, 
and  then  revised  in  1878,  during  the 
Catholic  period),  in  which  he  laid  out 
the  essentials  of  the  Catholic  understanding  of  how  it  is  that 
what  the  Church  teaches  can  in  one  sense  be  unchanging, 
and  in  another  undergo  development. 

In  1  879,  as  an  old  man,  Newman  was  made  Cardinal 
by  Leo  XIII  in  recognition  of  his  intellectual  contributions  to 
the  life  of  the  Church.  Now,  as  he  is  beatified,  his  holiness 
is  being  recognized  as  well  as  his  learning.  There  can  be 
no  better  time  to  read  and  study  some  of  what  he  wrote, 
and  that  task  is  made  easy  by  the  fact  that  all  his  works  can 
be  had,  gratis  and  in  reliable  versions,  from  www.newman- 
reader.org/works.  -Pauij.  Griffiths 


local  news 


About  Upcoming  Holy  Days  of  Obligation 

All  Saints  Day,  Monday,  November  1, 2010 

Because  it  falls  on  Monday  this  year,  the  obligation  to  attend  Mass  on  the  Solemnity  of  All 
Saints  is  abrogated.  It  is  good  to  keep  in  mind  that  although  the  obligation  to  attend  Mass  is 
abrogated,  the  day  remains  a  Holy  Day.  Attending  Mass  for  the  Solemnity  is  encouraged. 

Immaculate  Conception,  Wednesday,  December  8, 2010 

The  Solemnity  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  as  the  Patronal  Feast  of  the  United  States, 
remains  a  Holy  Day  of  Obligation.  Ritual  and  Funeral  Masses  are  not  permitted. 

Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe,  Sunday,  December  1 2, 201 0 

The  Feast  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe,  the  Patronal  Feast  of  the  Americas,  falls  on  the 
Third  Sunday  of  Advent,  Gaudete  Sunday,  this  year.  Sunday  must  be  ranked  as  the  first  holy 
day  of  all;  it  gives  way  only  to  solemnities  or  feasts  of  the  Lord. 

However,  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  is  a  Feast  and  not  a  Solemnity,  so  therefore  it  cannot 
be  transferred  to  either  Saturday  or  Monday.  When  permitted  by  the  Liturgical  Calendar,  it  is 
only  celebrated  on  the  natural  (actual)  day. 

However,  in  maintaining  the  primacy  of  the  Third  Sunday  of  Advent,  one  can  reference 
Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  as  an  appropriate  image  to  illustrate  the  message  of  Gaudete 
Sunday.  Special  care  should  be  given  to  images  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  that  are  in  the 
church.  On  this  day,  it  is  also  appropriate  to  include  concerns  for  unity  of  the  Americas  in  the 
Prayer  of  the  Faithful  which  may  conclude  with  the  collect  ordinarily  used  for  the  Mass  of 
Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe. 

Processions  in  honor  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  are  appropriate  on  the  Third  Sunday  of 
Advent  as  well.  Many  local  traditions,  including  the  re-enactment  of  the  story  of  the  ap- 
paritions of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  (some  taking  place  outside  the  Mass),  may  likewise 
enhance  the  celebration  of  the  last  weeks  of  the  Advent  season. 

Christmas,  Saturday,  December  25, 2010 

Christmas  falls  on  Saturday  this  year  and  it  remains  a  Holy  Day  of  Obligation.  Ritual  and 
Funeral  Masses  are  not  permitted.  All  of  the  Masses  on  Saturday  are  Masses  of  Christmas 
Day,  even  if  a  late  afternoon  Mass  is  scheduled  for  pastoral  reasons  and  the  convenience  of 
the  faithful.  There  can  be  no  vigil  Mass  of  Sunday  this  year  because  Christmas  is  a  Solem- 
nity and  a  Holy  Day,  and  as  such,  outranks  the  Feast  of  the  Holy  Family. 

Holy  Family,  Sunday,  December  26, 2010 

Since  no  vigil  Mass  is  offered  on  Saturday,  the  faithful  are  obliged  to  attend  Mass  on 
Sunday. 

Blessed  virgin  Mary,  the  Mother  of  God,  Saturday,  January  1, 201 1 

Because  the  Solemnity  of  Mary,  Mother  of  God  falls  on  Saturday,  the  obligation  to  attend 
Mass  is  abrogated.  However,  attending  a  Mass  for  the  Solemnity  is  encouraged. 

The  Solemnity  of  the  Epiphany  of  the  Lord  is  celebrated  on  January  2, 201 1 . 

A  vigil  Mass  on  Saturday  may  be  celebrated  in  the  usual  way. 


Fr.  Fitzgerald, 
Campus  Ministries 
Mark  Newman 
Beatification 


Fr.  Martin  Fitzgerald, 
a  priest  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh  currently  serv- 
ing the  U.S.  military  and 
stationed  in  England,  called 
the  visit  of  Pope  Benedict 
XVI  to  England  a  "spec- 
tacular spiritual  event."  Fr. 
Fitzgerald  attended  the 
September  1  9th  ceremo- 
nies in  Birmingham  for 
the  beatification  of  John 
Cardinal  Newman. 

"The  ceremony  was  full 
of  faith,  love,  grace  and 
a  tremendous  amount  of 
feeling,"  Fr.  Fitzgerald  said. 
"There  was  a  great  sense  of 
unity  around  the  Holy  Father. 
Many  Anglicans  and  Angli- 
can priests  as  well  as  Catho- 
lics attended,  making  it  a 
turning  point  for  the  Church 
in  England.  I  think  the  Holy 
Father's  visit  was  of  great 
assistance  to  the  Church  and 
the  work  of  ecumenism." 

As  the  Holy  Father 
celebrated  Mass  for  more 
than  50,000  people,  a 
giant  portrait  of  Blessed 
Newman  hung  behind  the 
altar,  and  smaller  likenesses 
were  carried  to  the  Mass  by 
many  of  the  faithful. 

Campus  ministers  at 
Newman  Centers  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  marked 
the  beatification  with  special 
activities.  Msgr.  John  Wall, 
Pastor  of  the  Newman 
Catholic  Center  Parish  at 
UNC-Chapel  Hill,  said  that 
Blessed  Newman's  hymn, 
Lead  Kindly  Light,  was  sung 
at  all  Masses  and  prayer 
cards  with  Blessed  New- 
man's picture  were  distrib- 
uted. "At  the  7  p.m.  Mass 
we  combined  his  Beatifica- 
tion with  the  annual  Mass  of 


the  Holy  Spirit,"  Msgr.  Wall 
said.  "Faculty  attending 
processed  in  and  wore  their 
academic  gowns.  Later  our 
graduate  group  discussed 
his  letters." 
Fr.  Bill  Quigley,  C.I.C.M., 


campus  minister  at  East 
Carolina  University,  said 
that  copies  of  an  article  on 
Blessed  Newman  were  dis- 
tributed to  the  congregation 
at  the  Parents'  Weekend 
Mass.  "We  emphasized  that 


stressed  a  balance  between 
academic  and  faith  forma- 
tion on  a  college  campus, 
that  the  two  complement 
one  another  and  are  not  in 
opposition,  as  many  held  in 
the  time  of  Newman." 


things  to  do: 


Project  Rachel  Retreat 
Weekend,  October  22-24. 

If  you  are  suffering  from  an 
abortion,  experience  the  love 
of  Jesus  Christ  at  this  Project 
Rachel  retreat.  The  weekend 
retreat,  for  both  women  and 
men,  will  combine  discus- 
sions, spiritual  exercises,  the 
Sacrament  of  Reconciliation,  a 
Memorial  Service  and  a  Mass 
of  the  Resurrection.  Partici- 
pation is  strictly  confidential 
and  offers  a  beautiful  opportu- 
nity to  experience  God's  love, 
forgiveness  and  compassion. 
For  more  information  or  to 
register  for  the  retreat,  contact 
Project  Rachel  at  projectra- 
chel@nc.rr.com  or  call  (9 1  9) 
85 2- 1021.  The  cost  is 
$1  25  for  lodging,  meals  and 
all  retreat  materials.  If  you 
have  a  financial  burden,  as- 
sistance is  available.  Registra- 
tion deadline  is  October  1 4, 
2010. 

2nd  Annual  Gift  It  Up!  Fair 
Trade  Market,  Oct  22,  23,  24 
at  St  Francis  of  Assisi  Catholic 
Church,  1  1401  Leesville 
Road,  Raleigh,  NC  27613. 
A  strategy  to  relieve  poverty  in 
the  20%  of  the  world's  popu- 
lation that  lives  on  less  than 
$1  a  day.  One  person  buying 
Fair  Trade  products  really  can 


make  a  difference!  For  more 
information,  visit  'events'  at 
www.stfrancisraleigh.org  or 
Contact  Bonnie  Angel  at  bon- 
nie.angel@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

Catholic  Campaign  for 
Human  Devlopment/John 
J.  Carey  Award  Dinner,  Oc- 
tober 28,  6:30-9:30  p.m. 
at  St.  Michael  the  Archangel 
Parish  Center.  Local  CCHD 
grant  awards  are  presented 
and  recipients  of  the  John  J. 
Carey  award  are  recognized. 

St.  Mildred  Homeschool 
Seminar,  Thursday,  October 
28,  7  p.m.,  Hammock  Rd, 
Swansboro,  NC.  Hear  from 
parish  homeschoolers  about 
reasons  for  homeschooling,  its 
benefits  and  challenges,  legal 
requirements,  support  groups 
and  much  more.  Nursery 
and  child  activities  provided, 
refreshments  served. 

Embracing  the  Gifted  & 
Special  Needs  Child,  Octo- 
ber 29,  7  p.m.,  and  October 
30,  9  a.m.  at  St.  Catherine  of 
Siena  Catholic  Church,  520 
West  Holding  Avenue,  Wake 
Forest,  NC  27587.  St.  Cath- 
erine of  Siena  Catholic  School 
is  sponsoring  a  special  educa- 
tion program  to  address  gifted 
and  special  needs  children. 
The  October  29  evening 
session  is  for  parents.  Cost 


is  $30  per  person  or  $50 
per  couple.  The  October  30 
session  is  for  Catholic  school 
teachers  and  catechists.  Cost 
is  $30  per  person,  lunch 
included.  CEU's  are  avail- 
able to  Diocesan  Catholic 
school  teachers.  For  additional 
information  and  registration, 
contact  St.  Catherine  School 
at  ww.saintcatherinesienawf. 
org  or  9 19-570-0070. 

Disciples  on  the  Jour- 
ney, Friday  October  30,  6 
p.m.  -  Saturday,  October 
3 1 ,  noon  at  Short  Journey 
Center,  2323  Cleveland 
Road,  Smithfield,  NC  27577. 
Disciples  on  the  Journey  is 
a  dynamic  Diocesan-wide 
gathering  for  youth  in  grades 
9-1  2.  It  involves  an  overnight 
camp-out  and  features  a 
variety  of  learning  stations 
and  activities  on  the  life  and 
mission  of  the  Church,  he 
highlight  is  Mass  with  Bishop 
Burbidge.  Contact  Patrick 
Diener,  9 19. 8 2 1.9 7 70  or 
patrick.Diener@raldioc.org. 

Responding  to  God's  Call: 
A  Regional  Gathering, 

November  3,  9:30  a.m.  -  4 
p.m.  at  Holy  Infant  Catholic 
Church,  5000  Southpark 
Drive,  Durham,  NC  277 1 3. 
In  conjunction  with  the 
National  Association  for  Lay 
Ministry  LEMA  (our  dioc- 


esan Lay  Ecclesial  Ministers' 
Association),  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  is  welcoming  lay 
ministers  from  throughout  the 
southeastern  U.S.  to  discuss 
the  call  to  lay  ministry  and  the 
future  of  lay  ministry,  espe- 
cially in  our  region.  For  further 
information,  please  contact 
the  Diocesan  Office  for  Lay 
Ministry.  Advance  registration 
is  required.  For  more  informa- 
tion contact  Bea  Callery  at 
9 1 9.82 1.97 15  or  bea. 
callery@raldioc.org . 

Marriage  Encounter 
Weekend,  November  5,  6 
p.m.  -  November  7,  2  p.m.  at 
the  Clam  Digger  Inn,  Atlantic 
Beach,  NC.  For  information 
about  Marriage  Encounter  go 
to  www.wwme-nc.info.  Con- 
tact Dean  and  Vicki  Spriegel, 
dean.vickis@gmail.com. 

2nd  Annual  Ignited  By 
Truth  Walk-A-Thon.  Help 
us  Storm  Heaven  for  Ignited 
By  Truth!  Join  us  on  Saturday, 
November  6,  20 10  from 

1 0  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  at  Fred 
G.  Bond  Metro  Park,  801 
High  House  Rd,  Cary,  NC. 
Free  Pizza,  Live  Music,  and 
Prizes!  Grand  prize:  a  brand 
new  iPod!  For  registration  and 
details,  visit  www.lgnitedBy- 
Truth.com. 

St.  Stanislaus  Church 
13th  Annual  Polish  Fes- 
tival, Saturday,  November 
6,  1  1  am  -  5  p.m.,  4849 
Castle  Hayne  Road  (Hwy 

1 1  7),  Castle  Hayne,  NC 
28405.  Festival  patrons  may 
look  forward  to  genuine  Pol- 
ish foods  including  kielbasa, 
stuffed  cabbage,  pierogi, 
potato  pancakes,  Polish  beer 
and  home-baked  desserts. 
The  Polka  Plus  Band  of  Ra- 
leigh will  perform  live  music, 
just  great  for  toe-tapping  and/ 
or  dancing.  We'll  also  have 


Upcoming  events 

at  Avila  Retreat  Center 


7 1  1  Mason  Road,  Durham.  277 1  2.  To  register  or  for 
more  information,  call  91  9.477.1  285. 


Advent:  Living  Into  the  Season  of  Desire, 
Wednesday,  December  1 , 9:30  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 
Fr.  Bill  McConville,  O.F.M.,  Parochial  Vicar  of 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish  in  Raleigh,  former 


Professor  of  Theology  at  Washington  Theologi- 
cal Union  and  President  of  Siena  College  in  Albaby,  N.Y.  Donation:  $30 
(includes  lunch). 


Don't  Miss  This... 

CATHOLIC  EDUCATION  CONFERENCE 


Parent  Night 

Friday,  Oct.  29, 2010 
6:30pm  -  9:30pm 
$30/pp  or  $50/Couple 


Teacher  Seminars* 

Saturday,  Oct.  30, 2010 
7:30am  -  2:30pm 
$30/pp  (includes  lunch) 


We  Are  Honored  to  Welcome 

Mother  Assumpta  Long 

Prioress  General  of  the  Dominican  Sisters  of  Mary 
Mother  of  the  Eucharist  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 

Dr.  Ray  Guarendi 

Clinical  psychologist,  author,  public  speaker  and 
radio  host. 

Tickets  are  Going  Fast  So  Register  Today 

www.allsaintsacademy.net  or  call  91 9-570-0070 

Event  Location-  St.  Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic  Church 
520  W.  Holding  Ave.,  Wake  Forest ,  NC  27587 


'Teachers  will  earn  CEU'S 


Youth  Ministry, 
Preaching, 
Family  Ministry, 
Evangelization, 
Bible  Study 
Groups.  Cost 
of  the  workshop 
is  $49,  which 
includes  lunch 
and  a  handout 
packet  rich  in 
practical  ideas 
and  resources. 
Please  register 
before  October 
30.  Contact 
Mary  DiSano  at 
919.821.9710 
or  mary.disano® 
raldioc.org. 


a  raffle,  crafts,  souvenirs  and 
entertainment  for  the  kids. 
Lots  of  fun  for  all!  Contact 
Info:  910.675.2336;  www. 
ststanspolishfestival.org 

Connecting  Catholic 
Families  with  the  Bible, 

November  9,  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 
at  Holy  Infant  Church,  5000 
Southpark  Drive,  Durham, 
NC  27713.  Don't  miss  this 
opportunity  to  get  strategies, 
program  ideas  and  resources 
for  connecting  your  parish 
families  with  the  Word  of  God. 
The  workshop  will  provide 
ideas  for  engaging  families 
with  the  Word  at  the  parish; 
resources  for  families  to  break 
open  and  be  transformed  by 
the  Word  at  home;  ways  of 
implementing  the  vision  of 
the  Synod  on  the  Word  of 
God  in  the  Life  and  Mission 
of  the  Church;  practical  ways 
for  all  ministries  to  pray  with, 
learn  from,  and  be  inspired  by 
the  Word.  The  workshop  is 
for  leaders  in:  Faith  Forma- 
tion/Catechesis,  RCIA  and 
Sacramental  Preparation, 


Quo  Va- 
dis  Group, 

November  1  6, 
7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9  Eden- 
ton  Streeet,  Raleigh,  NC 
27613.  High  school  aged 
boys  are  invited  to  attend 
the  Quo  Vadis  Group,  which 
meets  once  a  month,  usually 
on  a  Tuesday  evening.  Quo 
Vadis  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  gather  for  fellowship, 
prayer  and  a  discussion  on 
discernment  and  vocations. 
Dinner  is  provided.  Please 
contact  the  Office  of  Voca- 
tions for  more  information  at 
919-832-6279. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  November  1 8, 
7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9  Eden- 
ton  Street,  Raleigh,  N.C 
27603.  Single  Catholic 
women  between  the  ages 
of  1  7-45  who  are  commit- 
ted to  praying  for  vocations, 
growing  in  holiness  while  in 
the  midst  of  the  world,  and 
discerning  the  call  of  Christ 
are  invited  to  the  Vocations 
Prayer  Group  for  Women. 


Please  pray  for  these  deceased 
priests  during  the  upcoming  months 


October 

+Most  Rev.  James  J.  Navagh,  1965 
Rev.  Maurice  Roche,  CM.,  1994 
Rev.  Msgr.  William  G.  Wellein,  1997 
Rev.  Paul  G.  Termer,  1970 
Msgr.  Michael  A.  Carey,  1971 
Rev.  Leo  G.  Doetterl.  1956 

November 

Rev.  Thomas  G.  Roche,  1963 
Rev.  Albert  J.  Todd,  1989 
Rev.  D.  Edward  Sullivan,  2009 
Rev.  Msgr.  Frederick  A.  Koch,  1999 
Rev.  George  A.  Woods,  1960 

December 

Msgr.  Francis  Smith,  1983 
Rev.  Vincent  M.  Stokes,  1979 
Rev.  James  A.  Cowan,  1968 
Most  Rev.  Vincent  S.  Waters,  1974 
Rev.  Allen  A.  Jacobs,  1997 
Rev.  Paul  A.  Murphy,  1948 
Rev.  John  B.  McGuirk,  1979 
Rev.  Francis  A.  Scheurich,  1975 
Rev.  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  1962 
Rev.  Ambrose  Rohrbacher,  1969 
Reverend  James  G.  Dull,  2009 
Rev.  William  E.  Pearson,  1962 
Msgr.  Louis  J.  Bour,  1962 


Msgr.  Christopher  Dennen,  1939 
Rev.  John  A.  Walker,  1988 
Rev.  Raymond  J.  Donohue,  1997 
Rev.  Millard  L.  Neale,  1947 
Rev.  Bernard  J.  Vincent,  1969 
Rev.  Joseph  McNamara,  O.M.I.,  1991 
Rev.  John  B.  Murphy,  1938 

Msgr.  John  Manley,  1981 
Rev.  Robert  T.  Lawson,  2008 
Rev.  John  J.  Hyland,  1975 
Rev.  John  A.  Regan,  1976 
Rev.  Stephen  Sullivan,  1989 


Msgr.  Peter  J.  McNemey,  V.G.,  1967 

Msgr.  Herbert  A.  Harkins,  1962 

Most  Rev.  Charles  B.  McLaughlin,  1978 

Rev.  Edward  F.  Rigney,  1959 

Rev.  William  D.  Kowal,  2008 

Rev.  Thomas  M.  McAvoy,  1978 

Msgr.  Francis  J.  Howard,  1971 

Rev.  Maurice  Spillane,  1992 

Most  Rev.  Eugene  J.  McGuinness,  1957 

Rev.  John  A.  Weidinger,  1979 

Deacon  John  Goodrow,  2003 

Rev.  Joseph  J.  Klaus,  2008 


Knights  of  Columbus  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  COUNCIL 


Thursday  evening  meetings 
will  begin  in  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  with  Adoration  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  7 
pm  followed  by  Benediction. 
At  8  pm  the  group  will  move 
to  the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  fellowship  and  discus- 
sions. Meetings  should  end 
by  9  pm.  Contact  Fr.  Ned 
Shlesinger,  vocations® 
raldioc.org. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  November  20,  9 
a.m.  -  1  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27603.  Adult  Catholic 
men  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-48  discerning  a  possible 
call  to  Priesthood  are  invited 
to  the  Priesthood  Discern- 
ment Group  meetings  held 
on  the  third  Saturday  of 
each  month.  If  you  are  just 


beginning  to  contemplate  a 
vocation  or  are  more  serious 
about  a  call  to  priesthood 
please  consider  attending 
this  group.  The  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group  pro- 
vides a  fraternal  environment 
in  which  to  discuss  your 
discernment  of  a  possible 
call  to  Priesthood  with  other 
men  who  are  also  examining 
the  call.  The  group  discusses 
issues  central  to  the  call  and 
does  so  within  the  context 
of  prayer,  presentations,  and 
discussion.  The  morning  be- 
gins with  Mass.  Coffee  and 
doughnuts  will  be  available 
in  the  Office  of  Vocations 
(two  doors  down  from  the 
Cathedral)  after  Mass.  Morn- 
ing Prayer,  a  discussion/ 
presentation  about  discern- 
ment/Priesthood, Daytime 
Prayer,  and  lunch  follow.  For 
more  information  contact  the 


Always  faithful 

Annunciation,  Havelock 


The  legendary  Passionist  missionary  Fr.  Egbert 
Albert,  after  whose  patron  saint  the  Catholic  church 
in  Morehead  City  is  named,  also  offered  the  first 
Mass  in  Havelock.  He  visited  the  town  by  rail  in  his 
famous  chapel  car,  St.  Peter,  in  1928.  Catholics  were  few  and 
far  between  in  Havelock,  however,  until  1941,  when  the  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  constructed  its  air  base  at  Cherry  Point. 


Eventually  the  num- 
bers were  sufficient 
for  some 
Marines 
and  other 

Catholic  families  to  petition  Bishop 
Vincent  S.  Waters  for  a  parish 
church  and  school.  Bishop  Waters 
approved  the  request  on  Janu- 
ary 15,  1953,  and  appointed  Fr. 
William  Pearson  as  parish  priest. 
Fr.  Pearsons  health  was  poor,  and 
he  was  soon  replaced  by  Fr.  (later 
Msgr.)  Francis  Howard. 

It  was  Fr.  Howard  who  became 
the  driving  force  behind  the  con- 
struction of  Annunciation  School 
in  1954.  The  school  was  staffed 
by  Sisters  of  Mercy  from  Merion, 
PA.,  and  opened  with  346  stu- 
dents. For  the  next  15  years,  the 
school  hall  served  as  the  church. 
Msgr.  Howard  wrote  humorously 


Annunciation 
Catholic  Parish 

246  E  Main  St 
Havelock,  NC 
28532 

252.447.21 12 


of  this  period 

when  "the 
'  people  of 
Annuncia- 
tion parish  knelt 
on  the  hard  floors 
of  Annunciation  Hall. 
At  first  it  was  immediate 
contact  between  floor  and  knee, 
and  this  was  difficult!  To  ease  the 
hardness,  parishioners  acquired 
canvass  and  rubber,  and  'Operation 
Knee  Bones'  went  into  effect.  They 
cut  and  sewed  until  600  kneeling 
pads  were  completed,  and  condi- 
tions improved  with  the  sustaining 
hope  that  one  day  there  would  exist 
a  total  church  with  padded  pews." 

In  1969,  the  space  parishioners 
had  affectionately  dubbed  Howard 
Hall  gave  way  to  the  current  church 
building. 

Over  the  years  the  parish  was 
served  by  religious  Orders  as  well 


as  Diocesan  priests:  The  Missionar- 
ies of  La  Salette  from  Hartford,  CT, 
from  1984  to  2001,  and  Oblates  of 
St.  Francis  de  Sales  from  Wilming- 
ton, DE,  and  Philadelphia,  PA,  from 
2001  to  2003. 

Today,  according  to  its  pastor,  Fr. 
Gregory  Spencer,  Annunciation  is 
still  very  connected  to  the  Marines 
at  Cherry  Point.  He  estimates  that 
60%  of  the  church's  750  families 
are  either  in  the  military  or  work 
in  military  support.  That  means 
frequent  turnover,  Fr.  Spencer  says, 
but  it  also  means  a  continuous  sup- 
ply of  fresh  blood  and  a  youthful 
spirit  in  the  parish.  A  significant 
military  population  also  leads  to 
special  spiritual  challenges  for 
families,  especially  when  a  mother 
or  father  is  deployed. 

In  2007  Bishop  Michael  F  Bur- 
bidge  dedicated  a  new  school  and 
parish  hall  building  at  Annuncia- 
tion. Currently  enrollment  stands  at 
115  students  in  grades  K-8,  but  the 
school  is  eager  to  welcome  more. 
Under  new  principal  Mrs.  Susan 
Parks,  Annunciation  continues  to 
provide  a  quality  education  for 
students  of  all  faiths.  In  addition  to 
its  staff,  the  school  benefits  from 
the  dedication  of  talented  volun- 
teers, including  Fr.  Spencer,  who 
has  taught  the  children  music  and 
Spanish. 

The  church  building,  with  its  fan- 
shaped  exterior  and  semi-circular 
worship  space,  is  unique  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh.  In  front  of  the 
church,  a  free-standing  bell  tower 
serves  as  a  memorial  to  Cherry 
Point  military  personnel  who  died 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Now  in  the  57th  year  of  its  jour- 
ney and  mission  to  build  the  Lord's 
Kingdom,  Annunciation  Parish 
could  adopt  the  Marines'  motto  as 
its  own:  'Always  faithful." 
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Harold  and  Jean  Luppens 


{/  We  had  done  our  research  touring  eight 
other  communities,  but  the  moment  we 
entered  the  front  gates  at  Belle  Meade  we 
thought,  'Wow!  This  is  it!'  The  fact  that 
Belle  Meade  is  also  a  Catholic-based  com- 
munity was  an  unexpected  bonus.  We  have 
everything  we  could  want  at  Belle  Meade. 
We  can  be  as  busy  or  as  idle  as  we  wish/^ 


For  more  information  about  continuing  care 
retirement  living  at  Pine  Knoll  or  Belle  Meade, 
call  910.246.1008  or  800.343.7463 


ST.  JOSEPH  of  the  PINES 


BELLE  MEADE  PINE  KNOLL 


Camp  Easter  Road        590  Central  Drive 
Southern  Pines,  NC 


lj  Living  in  a  Catholic-based 
community  has  always  been  very  important 
to  us.  Having  a  chapel  that  offers  daily  Mass 
in  the  same  building  as  our  apartment  is  a 
blessing.  We  can  simply  go  downstairs  to 
receive  the  Holy  Eucharist  daily.  It  is  a  specia 
gift  to  have  it  all  here  at  Pine  Knoll. " 
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Get  into  the  spirit  of  living  at  Pennybyrn 


Come  see  why  Pennybyrn  at  Maryfield 
is  the  community  of  choice  for 
Catholic  Retirees! 

•  Daily  Mass 

•  Perpetual  Eucharistic  Adoration  Chapel 

•  Peace  Chapel  for  Meditation 

•  Fine  and  Casual  Dining 

•  Opportunities  for  Volunteerism 

•  Social  and  Spiritual  Activities 

•  Fitness  and  Wellness  Focus 

•  Full  Continuum  of  Care 

•  And  so  much  more! 


Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 

ffij  rteNKIYBYRKl 

Vfif         a'  M    A    R    Y    F    I     E    L  D 

Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  Cod 

Visit  us  today,  or  call  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield  .org 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 

Located  less  than  a  mile  from  downtown  Jamestown  and 
only  10  minutes  from  Greensboro. 


Ask  us  about  our  complimentary  cc&x^erienee  tA&Jffie&ty/e'"  overnight  stay. 


f  h  k  ^ne  diocese  of  Raleigh  is  now  on  Facebook  to  share  news,  stories,  photos  and  video  from 
TaceoooK     acr0Ss  Eastern  North  Carolina.  Find  us  at  www.facebook.com/dioceseofraleigh. 
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Exclusive  1 
interview: 

Another  Journey 
to  Narnia 


He 


tor  Himself" 

Away  from  the  Church,  Camille  Grupy  returned. 

Today  she  proclaims  God's  goodness. 


You 


Grow  in  Holiness 


It  is  likely  that  many  of  us  have  said  at  one  time  or  another, 
"This  is  going  to  be  the  year  that  I  am  best  prepared  for 
Christmas  and  1  will  not  allow  myself  to  get  caught  in  the 
secular  trappings!"  If  this  promise  has  not  yet  become  a  reality 
for  you,  do  not  lose  heart.  With  Gods  grace  this  can  be  the  year. 

Some  of  the  powerful  celebrations  that  occur  in  November  give 
us  the  reminders  we  need  in  order  to  be  spiritually  prepared  for 
the  celebration  of  the  birth  of  Our  Savior.  The  Solemnity  of  All  Saints 
reminds  us  of  our  ultimate  purpose  in  life  which  was  demonstrated 
clearly  in  the  famous  novel  by  Graham  Greene,  The  Power  and  the 
Glory.  Near  the  conclusion  of  the  novel  as  the  priest  is  about  to  be 
executed,  we  read,  "He  knew  now  that  at  the  end  there  was  only  one 
thing  that  counted — to  be  a  saint."  By  virtue  of  our  baptism,  we  are 
called  to  grow  daily  in  our  intimate  relationship  with  the  Lord  so 
that  we  might  live  with  Him  now  and  forever  in  the  company  of  all 
the  angels  and  saints.  We  need  to  ask,  "On  what  will  I  spend  most  of 
my  time  and  energy  these  weeks  before  Christmas?  Does  anything 
that  consumes  me  have  a  higher  priority  and  importance  than  loving 
and  being  with  the  Lord?"  The  lives  of  the  saints  inspire  us  to  live  for 
the  Lord,  and  we  can  depend  on  their  powerful  intercession. 


The  Commemoration  of  All  Souls  is  a  reminder  that  life 
on  earth  is  not  the  end.  One  day  we  will  die,  and  our  goal 
is  to  be  ready  and  prepared.  Thus,  we  cannot  wait  until 
tomorrow  to  have  our  priorities  in  order.  This  reality  is 
not  meant  to  frighten  us.  Instead,  it  should  lead  us  to  see 
each  new  day  as  a  precious  gift  and  a  privileged  moment 
to  prepare  ourselves  to  meet  the  Lord.  Each  day  is  also 
an  opportunity  to  fulfill  our  sacred  duty  and  to  pray  for  all 
those  who  have  gone  before  us  in  faith. 

November  is  a  time  we  also  celebrate  Thanksgiving 
Day.  Even  though  it  is  not  a  holy  day  of  obligation,  I  am 
edified  to  know  the  tremendous  number  of  individuals 
and  families  who  begin  the  day  by  attending  the 
celebration  of  Mass.  It  is  a  recognition  that  all  good  gifts 
come  from  God.  We  are  also  reminded  that  our  gratitude 
is  best  expressed  in  using  our  time,  talents  and  treasures 
in  service  of  the  Lord  and  one  another,  especially  those  in 
most  need. 

Recently,  I  was  speaking  with  a  physician  who  indicated 
that  at  this  time  of  year,  more  so  than  ever,  he  treats 


people  with  a  variety 
of  ailments:  stomach 
problems,  back  pain, 
severe  headaches  and 
the  list  continues.  He 
said  that  in  numerous 
cases,  the  root  cause  of 
the  physical  ailment  is  the 
same:  loneliness.  In  these 
weeks  before  Christmas, 
be  aware  of  and  attentive 
to  our  brothers  and  sisters 
who  may  feel  forgotten  or 
left  out,  those  separated 
by  distance  from  family 
and  friends,  and  those 
mourning  the  loss  of 
a  loved  one.  Such  an 
outreach  to  those  in  need 
may  be  the  gift  God  is 
asking  of  you  in  this  sacred 
time. 

The  Readings  that  we 
hear  on  the  First  Sunday  of 
Advent  also  provide  sound 
guidance  for  our  spiritual 
preparation.  The  prophet 
Isaiah  tells  us,  "Let  us  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord."  To 
best  ready  ourselves  for  the  celebration  of  the  birth  of 
Our  Savior,  we  must  cast  off  deeds  of  darkness.  What 
sinful  behavior  is  the  Lord  asking  you  to  leave  behind? 
Upon  acknowledging  any  darkness  in  your  life,  come  to 
your  parish  this  Advent  and  celebrate  the  Lord's  infinite 
mercy  in  the  Sacrament  of  Penance.  No  matter  what  your 
sins  may  be,  always  remember  they  are  never  greater 
than  God's  great  love  for  you.  How  He  longs  to  embrace 
us  in  that  love! 

Grow  in  holiness.  Live  saintly  lives.  Be  ready  and 
prepared  to  meet  the  Lord.  Give  thanks  for  your 
blessings.  Reach  out  in  love  and  compassion  to  the  lonely 
and  those  in  most  need.  Cast  off  deeds  of  darkness. 
Celebrate  God's  infinite  mercy  and  love.  If  these  actions 
are  reflected  in  your  life  in  the  coming  weeks,  then  you 
will  be  able  to  say  with  God's  grace,  "This  is  the  year  that 
I  am  best  prepared  to  celebrate  Christmas  and  the  birth 
of  Our  Savior!" 

May  Our  Lord  Jesus  abundantly  bless  you  with  His 
peace  in  this  sacred  Season  of  Advent  and  always. 
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Liturgical  Calendar:  Solemnity  All  Saints  Nov; 
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►►  Lecciones  desde 
una  Celda  Monastica 

-  Padre  Ronald  Rolheiser,  QM.I 


Crecer  en  Santidad 

-  Obispo  Michael  F  Burbidge 


►►  "Un  Pueblo  que  Dios 
hizo  Suyo"  Alejada  de 
la  Iglesia,  Camille  Grupy 
regresa.  Ella  proclama 
hoy  las  riquezas  de 
Dios. 
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Catholic  Convocation 
Proclaims,  Witnesses, 
Celebrates  Christ 

►►  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  Catho- 
lic Convocation  was  held  Saturday, 
October  1 6,  at  Cardinal  Gibbons 
High  School  in  Raleigh.  More  than 
850  people  attended  the  day-long 
event,  which  featured  keynote  ad- 
dresses and  numerous  workshops 
and  concluded  with  the  celebration  of 
Holy  Mass. 

This  year's  theme  was  The  Sacred 
Liturgy:  Proclaiming,  Celebrating  and 
Witnessing  to  the  Mystery  of  Christ. 
The  workshops  were  wide-ranging, 
but  the  focus  of  each  dealt  with  one  of 
the  three  aspects  of  the  theme. 

The  Convocation  began  with  Morn- 
ing Prayer  with  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge  presiding.  Bishop 
Burbidge  welcomed  those  gathered 
and  introduced  the  Most  Reverend 
Wilton  D.  Gregory,  Archbishop  of 
Atlanta,  who  delivered  the  English 
keynote  address.  He  spoke  of  the 
need  for  Catholics  to  move  beyond 
the  in-fighting  that  often  takes  place 
in  the  Church  and  to  reflect  upon  the 
question,  "How  have  I  witnessed  to 
Christ  in  such  a  way  as  to  attract  oth- 
ers?" He  encouraged  the  gathering  to 
cherish  our  faith  and  live  it  by  witness. 

The  Spanish  keynote  was  given  by 
Sister  Doris  Mary  Turek,  SSND,  the 
Multicultural  Specialist  for  the  US  Con- 
ference of  Catholic  Bishops  Secretariat 
for  Divine  Worship.  Sister  Doris  dis- 
cussed the  forthcoming  revised  English 
version  of  the  Roman  Missal. 

The  Convocation  concluded  with 
Mass.  Archbishop  Gregory  was  the 
Principal  Celebrant.  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge was  Principal  Concelebrant 
and  Homilist.  In  his  closing  remarks, 
Bishop  Burbidge  expressed  his 
gratitude  to  the  Convocation  Planning 
Committee,  especially  the  co-chairs, 
Sr.  Rose  Adams,  IHM,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Diocesan  Office  of 
Catechetical  Formation  and  Evangeli- 
zation, and  Ms.  Bea  Callery,  Director 
of  the  Office  of  Lay  Ministry. 
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Archbishop  Wuerl 

Offers  Red  Mass 

Archbishop  Donald  W  Wuerl  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  was  the  Principal  Celebrant  and  Homilist 
for  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh's  Third  Annual  Red 
Mass  held  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  October  8, 
at  12:00  PM.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Mass,  the  Archbishop 
was  welcomed  to  the  Diocese  by  the  Most  Reverend  Michael 
E  Burbidge,  who  was  Principal  Concelebrant. 


The  Red  Mass  invokes  Gods  blessing 
and  guidance  upon  men  and  women 
who  are  Judges,  attorneys,  members  of 
the  legal  community  and  government 
officials.  The  origin  of  the  Mass  dates 
back  to  the  13th  century.  Its  term 
is  derived  from  the  red  vestments 
traditionally  worn  to  symbolize  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  the  tongues  of  fire  that 
descended  on  the  Apostles. 

A  letter  of  invitation  to  attend  the  Red 
Mass  was  sent  to  members  of  the  Legal 
Community  and  Government  officials 
by  Bishop  Burbidge.  In  his  letter, 
Bishop  Burbidge  expressed  his  gratitude 
to  those  involved  in  the  planning 
process.  They  include  Judge  Alysson 
Duncan,  Judge  Terence  Boyle,  Judge 


James  Dever,  Judge  Ann  Marie  Calabria, 
Judge  Paul  Gessner,  Professor  Kevin  Lee 
and  Mr.  Tom  Lindgren. 

On  Sunday,  October  3,  Archbishop 
Wuerl  celebrated  the  annual  Red  Mass  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  which  was  attended 
by  the  Justices  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  Vice-President  Joe  Biden 
and  other  government  officials. 

In  his  homily  at  Raleigh's  Red  Mass, 
Archbishop  Wuerl,  recalling  Jesus' 
words,  said,  "Just  as  a  branch  cannot 
bear  fruit  on  its  own  unless  it  remains 
on  the  vine,  so  neither  can  you  unless 
you  remain  in  me,"  spoke  about  the 
nature  of  the  separation  of  Church  and 
State. 

"The  separation  of  Church  and  State 


as  it  has  been  long  understood  in  our 
country  does  not  mean  separation 
of  faith  and  moral  values  from  the 
public  square  and  the  formulation  of 
public  policy,"  the  Archbishop  said.  "... 
The  separation  of  Church  and  State 
opens  the  space  necessary  for  both 
Church  and  State  to  influence  and 
form  culture.  Politics,  law  and  faith 
are  mingled  because  believers  are  also 
citizens.  Both  Church  and  state  are 
home  for  the  same  people. 

"In  the  end,"  the  Archbishop 
continued,  "the  norm  of  public  policy, 
and  its  application  and  interpretation, 
must  be  not  what  we  can  do  but  what 
we  ought  to  do;  not  what  we  have 
the  ability  to  achieve  but  what  in  our 
hearts,  in  our  conscience  and  in  our 
souls  we  know  we  must  do." 

A  reception  at  Campbell  University's 
Norman  Adrian  Wiggins  school  of  Law 
followed  the  Mass. 


►►  On  October  20,  Pope  Benedict 
XVI  stated  his  intention  to  elevate 
Archbishop  Wuerl  to  the  College 
of  Cardinals.  The  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge  extends 
congratulations  and  prayerful  best 
wishes  to  Archbishop  Wuerl  on  the 
bestowal  of  this  great  honor. 
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White  Mass  Celebrated  at 
St.  Thomas  More 

More  than  650  medical  profes- 
sionals, families  and  friends  took  part 
in  a  White  Mass  celebrated  by  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Octo- 
ber 1  8,  at  St.  Thomas  More  Catholic 
Church  in  Chapel  Hill.  A  White  Mass 
recognizes  men  and  women  who  care 
for  the  sick  and  infirm  and  those  who 
provide  pastoral  care. 

Concelebrating  with  the  Bishop 
were  Msgr.  David  Brockman,  Vicar 
General  of  the  Diocese;  Fr.  John  Durbin,  Pastor  of  St.  Thomas  More;  Fr.  Ro- 
men  Acero,  Parochial  Vicar  of  St.  Thomas  More;  Fr.  Dan  Oschwald,  Rector  of 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  Raleigh;  Fr.  Raymond  Donaldson,  SJ,  Pastor  of  Holy 
Cross,  Durham;  and  Fr.  Scott  McCue,  Assistant  Principal  for  Spiritual  Life  at 
Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  in  Raleigh. 

In  his  homily,  Bishop  Burbidge  asked  those  in  attendance,  "What  would  we 
do  without  you?" 

"In  the  living  out  of  your  privileged  vocation  and  work,"  the  Bishop  said,  "you 
daily  encounter  those  who  are  weak  and  find  life  burdensome  due  to  the  suffer- 
ings they  are  experiencing.  With  your  expertise  and  countless  skills,  you  strive  to 
alleviate  their  burdens.  In  and  through  you  they  discover  the  abiding  presence 
of  the  Lord  our  God,  the  One  who  alone  can  heal  them." 

The  Bishop  urged  the  congregation  to  remember  that  they  go  forth  with  "the 
Lord's  power,  the  Spirit  of  Truth  and  the  Spirit  of  Life.  Surely,  you  must  continue 
to  develop  your  expertise,  skills  and  knowledge  so  that  you  can  cooperate  with 
the  amazing  grace  God  offers  to  you.  Yet,  the  healing  and  cures  you  wish  to 
provide  do  not  rely  solely  on  you.  Thus,  you  must  pray  fervently,  seeking  the 
assistance  of  the  Divine  Physician.  You  must  entrust  your  work  and  efforts  and 
your  patients  to  the  providential  care  of  the  One  who  alone  can  bring  new  life." 

Following  the  Mass  and  preceding  a  reception  in  the  new  parish  hall,  Dr. 
Jacques  Mistrot,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  event,  asked  those  attending  to 
leave  contact  information  so  that  they  might  be  informed  by  the  Diocese  about 
future  events  of  significance  to  healthcare  professionals. 


Bishop  Burbidge 
Celebrates  Respect  Life 
Sunday  Mass 


The  United  States  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  (USCCB)  has  des- 
ignated Respect  Life  Sunday  as  a  day 
set  aside  for  Catholics  to  reflect  with 
gratitude  on  God's  gift  of  human  life.  It 
is  also  an  occasion  to  examine  how  well 
Catholics,  as  a  nation  and  individually, 
are  living  up  to  the  obligation  to  protect 
the  rights  of  those  who,  due  to  age, 
dependency,  poverty  or  other  circum- 
stances, are  at  risk  of  their  very  lives. 

On  October  4,  Bishop  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  celebrated  Respect  Life 
Sunday  at  Saint  Andrew  the  Apostle 
Catholic  Church  in  Apex.  The  Bishop 
noted  three  areas  that  Catholics  should 
focus  on  in  promoting  the  sanctity  of  hu- 
man life:  prayer,  service  and  witness.  He 
encouraged  the  faithful  to  pray  fervently 
at  Mass  and  in  our  daily  prayer  that  all 
life  is  held  sacred  from  the  moment  of 
conception  to  natural  death.  He  spoke 
of  the  many  organizations  throughout 
the  Diocese  that  reach  out  and  serve 
those  who  hunger  and  thirst  for  human 
dignity.  "I  encourage  you  to  learn  more 
about  these  organizations  and  see  how 
you  can  offer  your  service  and  support 
to  them,"  said  Bishop  Burbidge.  Lastly, 
he  urged  Catholics  to  make  their  voices 
known  and  heard  by  prayerfully  partici- 
pating in  the  election  process  on  issues 
related  to  significant  moral  issues. 

"At  this  Eucharist,  which  unites  us 
as  brothers  and  sisters,  we  pray  for 
ourselves  and  one  another,"  the  Bishop 
said.  "We  pray  for  the  strength  that 
comes  from  God  so  that  we  may  stir 
into  flame  the  gift  of  God  that  we  have. 
Then  the  world  will  see,  in  our  service 
to  the  Lord  and  the  Gospel  of  life,  we 
love  without  measure  in  imitation  of 
Jesus  Christ,  who  lives  and  reigns 
forever  and  ever." 

The  USCCB  Secretariat  of  Pro- 
Life  Activities  is  providing  a  variety  of 
resources  for  Respect  Life  Month  and 
pro-life  activities  throughout  the  year, 
including  a  poster  featuring  this  year's 
theme,  "The  Measure  of  Love  is  to  Love 
Wthout  Measure."  The  material  is  avail- 
able at  www.usccb.org/prolife 
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Diocesan  African  Communities 
Worship  Together 


On  October  10,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh, 
celebrated  African  Communities  Mass  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic  Church 
in  Raleigh.  The  Mass,  now  in  its  second  year,  recognizes  the  many  African 
nations  represented  throughout  the  Diocese.  Concelebrants  were  Msgr.  David 
D.  Brockman,  Vicar  General;  Msgr.  Thomas  R  Hadden,  Vicar  for  African  Ancestry,  Ministry 
and  Evangelization;  Fr.  Roger  Malonda,  Parochial  Vicar  at  St.  Mary  Mother  of  the  Church  in 
Garner;  Fr.  Pius  Wekesa,  Parish  Administrator  at  St.  John  the  Baptist  in  Roanoke  Rapids;  and 
Fr.  Joseph  Oji,  Parochial  Vicar  at  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  in  Cary. 


The  Mass  was  celebrated  in  three  languages:  French 
and  Swahili  and  Igbo.  Among  those  in  attendance  were 
Catholic  faithful  from  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo, 
Tanzania,  Sudan,  Kenya,  Ghana,  Nigeria,  Benin  and  Cote 
d'lvoire.  The  liturgy  included  hymns  in  different  African 
languages,  accompanied  by  drums  and  other  musical 
instruments  customary  in  the  celebration  of  the  African 
Mass.  Fruits,  such  as  pineapples  and  mangos,  were 
offered  in  the  Presentation  of  the  Gifts. 

In  his  homily,  Bishop  Burbidge  reflected  on  the  day's 
Gospel  story  of  the  ten  lepers.  He  noted  how  their 
experience  of  separation  was  similar  to  that  of  many  from 
Africa  who  also  suffered  separation  and  despair.  "They  were 
isolated  from  society.  They  were  cut  off  from  their  families. 
No  one  associated  with  them.  They  were  always  kept  at  a 
distance,"  the  Bishop  said.  "Your  histories  are  filled  with  such 


tragic  stories,  and  even  today,  we  must  pray  fervently  that  all 
forms  of  racism,  prejudice  and  injustice  are  eradicated." 

Msgr.  Hadden  expressed  his  gratitude  to  Fr.  Malonda,  Fr. 
Wekesa,  and  Fr.  Oji  for  their  assistance  in  preparation  of 
the  liturgy.  He  also  thanked  Bishop  Burbidge  for  the  love 
and  conviction  expressed  in  his  homily  that  touched  the 
hearts  of  all  present. 

Lauren  Green,  Director  of  African  Ancestry  Ministry, 
said,  "It  is  important  for  us  to  come  together  and 
celebrate  Mass  with  the  African  communities  as 
a  reminder  to  ourselves  that,  as  St.  Paul  said  in  1 
Corinthians  12:12,  'As  a  body  is  one,  though  it  has  many 
parts,  and  all  the  parts  of  the  body,  though  many,  are  one 
body,  so  also  Christ.'" 

The  African  Communities  Mass  was  followed  by  a 
reception  at  the  Fallon  Center. 
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Annual 
Hispanic 
Heritage  Mass 

Celebrated  in 
Greenville 

In  the  last  20  years, 
the  Diocese  of  Raleigh 
has  witnessed  growth 
in  the  number  of 
Catholics  arriving  from  every 
continent.  This  truly  is  a 
blessing  to  our  Diocese  and 
a  great  sign  of  our  catholicity, 
reflecting  the  universal 
character  of  our  Church. 
This  blessing  was  on  display 
at  the  annual  Hispanic 
Heritage  Heritage  Celebration 
Saturday,  October  9,  at  St. 
Gabriel  Catholic  Church  in 
Greenville.  More  than  600 
people  from  throughout 
the  Diocese  attended  the 
celebration,  which  took  the 
theme  "That  All  Have  Life  in 
Him."  The  Most  Reverend 
Michael  E  Burbidge,  Bishop 
of  Raleigh,  celebrated 
the  Mass  in  Spanish,  and 
Reverend  Carlos  N.  Arce, 
Diocesan  Vicar  for  Hispanics, 
was  the  homilist.  People  from 
20  Latin  American  countries 
reside  in  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh.  Many  in  attendance 
wore  costumes  from  their 
homelands. 

Each  year,  the  Mass  is  celebrated 
in  one  of  the  eight  deaneries  of  the 
Diocese.  The  annual  Mass  recognizes 


and  pays  tribute  to  the  many  gifts 
Hispanic  immigrants  bring  to  the 
Church  and  communities  throughout 
the  Diocese.  The  celebration 
highlights  the  rich  faith  of  the  Hispanic 
people,  their  strong  family  values  and 
their  dedication  work  ethic. 

At  the  end  of  Mass,  Bishop 
Burbidge  thanked  those  in  attendance 


for  the  gift  they  are  to  the  Diocese, 
and  reassured  them  of  his  resolve  to 
work  both  in  the  Diocese  and  with  his 
fellow  Bishops  on  a  national  level  for 
justice  for  immigrants. 

A  reception  with  music  and  displays 
showing  the  culture  of  different 
countries  throughout  Lain  America 
followed  the  Mass. 
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The  Roman  Missal: 

Seven  Questions  (Part  2) 

In  conjunction  with  the  promulgation  of  the  new  translation 
oj  the  Roman  Missal,  the  U.S.  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 
(USCCB)  has  published  answers  to  seven  frequently  asked 
questions  about  the  new  Missal.  NCC  reprinted  questions  1-3  in 
our  October  issue. 


4 Now  that  the 
United  States 
Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  has 
received  the  text  of  the 
Roman  Missal,  what  are 
the  next  steps? 

The  USCCB  website  now 
contains  the  official  text 
of  the  Order  of  Mass  for 
catechetical  purposes 
only.  Several  changes  have 
been  made  to  the  text  of 
the  Ordo  Missae  which 
had  been  approved  by  the 
Congregation  for  Divine 
Worship  in  2008,  and 
the  entire  Missal  reflects 
changes  made  by  the 
Congregation  upon  the 
recommendations  of  the 
Vox  Clara  Committee, 
many  in  response  to 
concerns  expressed 
by  our  Conference  of 
Bishops  (as  well  as  by 
other  English-language 
Conference  of  Bishops) 
during  deliberations  and 
votes  over  the  past  several 
years.  The  Secretariat 
of  Divine  Worship  is 
working  with  the  text  now 
to  begin  the  process  of 
assembling  an  electronic 
text  for  submission  to 
the  publishers  who 
will  be  involved  in 
the  publication  of  the 
Missal.  The  International 
Commission  on  English 
in  the  Liturgy  (ICEL), 


having  been  given  the  task 
of  assisting  Conferences 
of  Bishops  in  bringing  the 
Missal  to  publication,  is 
also  collaborating  with  the 
USCCB  in  its  efforts.  The 
Congregation  has  provided 
publication  guidelines, 


before  printing  can 
commence. 

5 What  about 
music  for 
the  parts  of 
the  Mass  in  the  new 
translation? 

Now  that  a  final  text  is 
available,  the  original  chants 
prepared  by  ICEL  will 
undergo  final  editing  to  be 
adapted  to  any  changes  in 
the  texts.  These  will  have  to 
be  the  prepared  in  a  format 
for  use  by  the  publishers  of 
the  Missal.  ICEL  is  doing  this 


which  have  to  be  analyzed 
and  ultimately  shared  with 
the  prospective  publishers. 
A  lengthy  period  of  review 
of  the  entire  text  by  the 
Secretariat  and  ICEL  has 
to  take  place.  Particular 
adaptations  and  texts  that 
are  proper  to  the  United 
States  approved  by  the 
Congregation  will  be 
integrated  into  the  final  text 
in  the  manner  indicated  by 
the  Congregation  of  Divine 
Worship  and  the  Discipline 
of  the  Sacraments.  After 
publishers  have  assembled 
their  texts,  the  Secretariat 
will  review  final  proofs 
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work  and  it  will  take  some 
time.  In  addition,  publishers 
of  liturgical  music  are  already 
prepared  to  offer  musical 
settings  for  the  new  texts 
so  that  music  directors  in 
parishes  will  be  ready  to  teach 
other  new  settings  in  addition 
to  the  chants  contained  in 
the  Missal.  These  settings 
are  not  be  used  for  liturgical 
celebration  until  the  date  of 
implementation. 

6 When  will  the 
text  of  the  new 
translation  be 
used  for  the  first  time  in 
liturgical  celebrations? 

The  texts  of  the  Order 
of  Mass  have  been  made 


available  for  catechetical 
purposes,  but  the  full  text 
of  the  Missal  will  not  be 
available  for  use  in  the 
Liturgy  until  the  first  Sunday 
of  Advent  2011  (November 
27,  2011).  The  Bishops  have 
asked  that  all  wait  until  that 
day  to  use  the  text  in  liturgical 
celebrations  in  order  to  avoid 
unnecessary  confusion  and  to 
allow  the  maximum  amount 
of  catechetical  time  available. 
Cards  and  other  participation 
aids  containing  the  responses 
of  the  people  will  be  available 
for  use  during  the  transition, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  within 
a  years  time  the  people  will 
become  freed  from  the  use  of 
such  cards. 

7 What  will 
happen  after 
the  texts 
are  used  in  liturgical 
celebrations? 

The  long-term  goal  of  the 
new  translation  is  to  foster  a 
deeper  awareness  and  appre- 
ciation of  the  mysteries  being 
celebrated  in  the  Liturgy. 
The  axiom  lex  orandi,  lex 
credendi  -  "what  we  pray  is 
what  we  believe"  -  suggests 
that  there  is  a  direct  relation- 
ship between  the  content 
of  our  prayers  and  the 
substance  of  our  faith.  It  is 
hoped  that  writers  will  start 
to  provide  materials  reflect- 
ing on  the  rich  content  of 
the  text.  These  contributions 
might  encourage  priests 
to  use  the  content  of  the 
prayers  as  a  basis  for  their 
homilies  or  to  supplement 
their  homilies  on  Sundays. 
Those  giving  retreats  or  days 
of  recollection  can  use  the 
new  texts  of  the  missal  as  a 
resource  for  their  presenta- 
tions. All  can  make  use  of 
the  texts  for  deepening  their 
prayer  life. 
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Diocesan  Priests  Attend  Formation  Workshop  on  New  Roman  Missal 


The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  Office  of 
Worship  held  a  two-day  workshop  for 
Priests  of  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh  on 
October  4-5  to  guide  them  through 
the  new  English  version  of  the  Roman 
Missal  that  will  be  implemented  the  first 
Sunday  of  Advent  201  1 .  The  October 
session  followed  a  series  of  introduc- 
tory workshops  held  in  four  locations 
during  the  last  two  months. 

The  workshop,  titled  "Mystical  Body 
*  Mystical  Voice:  Christ  in  the  Words  of 
the  Mass,"  was  led  by  two  members  of 
the  faculty  from  The  Liturgical  Institute 
of  the  University  of  St.  Mary  of  the 
Lake  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Chicago: 
Fr.  Douglas  Martis,  PhD,  STD,  Director 
of  the  Liturgical  Institute  and  Chair  of 
the  Worship  Department  at  Munde- 
lein  Seminary;  and  Mr.  Christopher 


Carstens,  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Sacred  Worship  for  the  Diocese  of 
LaCrosse,  Wisconsin. 

Their  presentation  provided  liturgical 
formation  on  the  revised  Missal,  includ- 
ing a  review  of  its  sacramental  theology, 
the  construction  of  its  ritual  texts,  and 
how  the  ritual  texts  must  be  prayed  by 
the  celebrant  and  increase  the  active  and 
conscious  participation  of  all  the  faithful 
during  the  Sacred  Liturgy  of  the  Mass. 

"The  sessions  were  very  well  re- 
ceived by  the  more  than  1 00  priests 
who  were  present,"  said  Mr.  Gerard 
Hall,  Diocesan  Director  of  the  Office 
of  Worship.  "The  workshops  provided 
the  priests  the  opportunity  to  reflect  on 
the  texts  of  the  revised  Roman  Missal, 
not  only  by  what  is  being  said,  but 
also  how  the  words  help  the  Church 


encounter  Christ  in  the  prayers  of  the 
Sacred  Mass." 

The  faithful  of  the  Diocese  will  have 
their  first  opportunity  to  learn  about  the 
revisions  at  the  Catholic  Convocation, 
which  will  take  place  Saturday,  October 
1  6,  at  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School. 
Information  on  the  Convocation  is 
available  in  a  previous  news  story  and 
on  the  Convocation  page  of  the  Dioc- 
esan web  site. 

In  addition  to  the  Convocation, 
formation  for  parish  ministers  on  the 
new  Missal  begins  on  November  20, 
201 0,  at  Holy  Family  in  Elizabeth  City. 
A  total  of  2 1  total  sessions  will  take 
place  throughout  the  Diocese  through 
March.  Registration  materials  for  these 
sessions  will  soon  be  available  from  the 
Office  of  Worship. 


Study  Day  on 
Revised  Translation 
of  Roman  Missal  Held 
for  Diocesan  Leaders 

Members  of  the  Dioc- 
esan staff  and  parish  leaders 
took  part  in  a  Study  Day 
October  1 5  to  learn  about 
the  approved  revisions  to  the 
English  version  of  the  Roman 
Missal  that  will  go  into  effect 
the  first  Sunday  of  Advent, 
201  1 .  During  the  past  three 
months,  a  series  of  work- 
shops has  been  conducted 
throughout  the  Diocese 
to  familiarize  priests  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  with  the 
forthcoming  changes. 


Upcoming  Workshops 


Workshops  for  Faith  Formation  Directors,  Catechists, 
Teachers,  Youth  leaders,  and  Parish  Liturgical  Ministers 
will  be  offered  in  the  eight  deaneries  of  the  Diocese.  This 
multi-media  presentation  is  a  liturgical  overview  in  prepa- 
ration for  the  reception  of  the  revised  Roman  Missal.  The 
day  will  be  broken  into  four  sessions  and  will  cover  Liturgi- 
cal Theology,  Liturgical  Spirituality,  Ritual  Prayer  and  the 
Revised  Roman  Missal  and  its  changes. 

Registration  materials  will  be  available  beginning 
November  1,  2010. 


Sr.  Doris  Mary  Turek,  SSND, 
discussing  approved  revi- 
sions to  the  English  version 
of  the  Roman  Missal  during 
a  Study  Day  for  Diocesan 
and  Parish  Leadership  held 
at  St.  Michael  the  Archangel 
Catholic  Church  in  Gary. 


The  laity  had  an  opportunity  to  learn  about  the  changes, 
including  the  work  leading  up  to  the  revisions  in  the  prayers 
of  the  Mass,  at  the  Diocesan  Catholic  Convocation  Saturday, 
October  1 6,  at  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School  in  Raleigh. 

The  Study  Day  for  Diocesan  and  Parish  leadership  was 
conducted  by  Mr.  Gerard  Hall,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Wor- 
ship. Sr.  Doris  Mary  Turek,  a  School  Sister  of  Notre  Dame, 
was  the  guest  speaker.  Sr.  Doris  holds  a  Master's  Degree  in 
Education  and  a  juris  doctor  from  the  Beasley  School  of  Law 
of  Temple  University. 

Additional  workshops  will  be  presented  in  the  coming 
months  for  faith  formation  directors,  catechists,  youth  leaders, 
parish  liturgical  ministers  and  Catholic  school  educators. 


DATE 

LOCATION 

November  20,  2010 

Holy  Family  Parish, 
Elizabeth  City 

January  8,  201  1 

St.  Mark  Parish,  Wilmington 

January  13,  201  1 

Immaculate  Conception 
Parish,  Wilmington 

January  22,  201  1 

St.  Patrick  Parish,  Fayetteville 

January  29,  201  1 

St.  Paul  Parish,  New  Bern 

February  3,  201  1 

Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe 
Parish,  Newton  Grove 

February  1  2,  201  1 

Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe 
Parish,  Newton  Grove 

February  19,  201 1 

Holy  Cross  Parish,  Durham 

February  26,  201  1 

Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  Raleigh 

March  3,  201  1 

St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Parish, 
Raleigh 

March  5,  201  1 

St.  Peter  Parish,  Greenville 

n  exile 


] 


Struggling  to  be  inside 
he  Present  Moment 


Father  Ronald  Rolheiscr,  O.M.i 


uring  the  last  years  of  his  life,  Thomas  Merton  lived  in  a  hermitage  in  an 
attempt  to  find  more  solitude  in  his  life.  But  solitude  is  a  very  illusive  thing 
and  he  found  that  it  was  continually  escaping  him. 
One  morning  however  he  sensed  that,  for  this  moment  at  least,  he  had 


found  it.  But  what  he  experienced  was  somewhat  of  a  surprise  to  him.  Solitude,  it  turns 
out,  is  not  some  altered  state  of  consciousness  or  even  some  heightened  sense  of  God 
or  the  transcendent  in  our  lives.  Solitude,  as  he  experienced  it,  was  being  fully  inside 
his  own  skin,  inside  the  present  moment,  gratefully  aware  of  the  immense  richness  that 
is  contained  inside  of  ordinary  human  experience.  Solitude  consists  in  being  enough 
inside  of  your  own  life  to  actually  experience  what  is  there. 


But  that's  not  easy.  Its  rare  that  we  find  ourselves  truly  inside 
of  the  present  moment.  Why?  Because  of  the  way  we  are 
built.  We  are  overcharged  for  this  world.  When  God  put  us 
into  this  world,  as  the  author  of  the  Book  of  Ecclesiastes  tells 
us,  he  put  "timelessness"  into  our  hearts  and  because  of  that 
we  don't  make  easy  peace  with  our  lives. 

We  read  this  in  the  famous  passage  about  the  rhythm 
of  the  seasons  in  the  Book  of  Ecclesiastes.  There  is  a 
time  and  a  season  for  everything,  we  are  told:  A  time  to 
be  born,  and  a  time  to  die;  a  time  to  plant,  and  a  time  to 
gather  in  what  is  planted;  a  time  to  kill,  and  a  time  to  heal 
...so  the  text  goes  on.  But  after  listing  this  natural  rhythm 
of  time  and  the  seasons,  the  author  ends  with  these  words: 
God  has  made  everything  suitable  for  its  own  time,  but 
has  put  timelessness  into  the  human  heart  so  that  human 
beings  are  out  of  sync  with  the  rhythms  of  this  world  from 
beginning  to  end. 

The  Hebrew  word  used  to  express  "timelessness"  is  Ha 
olam,  a  word  suggesting  "eternity"  and  "transcendence". 
Some  English  translations  put  it  this  way:  God  has  put 
a  sense  of  past  and  future  into  our  hearts.  Perhaps  that 
captures  it  best,  at  least  in  terms  of  how  we  generally 
experience  this  in  our  lives. 

We  know  from  experience  how  difficult  it  is  to  be  inside 
the  present  moment  because  the  past  and  the  future  won't 
leave  us  alone.  They  are  forever  coloring  the  present.  The 
past  haunts  us  with  half-forgotten  lullabies  and  melodies 
the  trigger  memories,  with  loves  that  has  been  found 
and  lost,  with  wounds  that  have  never  healed,  and  with 
inchoate  feelings  of  nostalgia,  regret,  and  wanting  to  cling 
to  something  that  once  was.  The  past  is  forever  sowing 
restlessness  into  the  present  moment. 

And  the  future  impales  itself  into  the  present  as  well, 
looming  as  promise  and  threat,  forever  asking  for  our 
attention,  forever  sowing  anxiety  into  our  lives,  and 


forever  stripping  us  of  the  capacity  to  simply  drink  in  the 
present.  The  present  is  forever  being  colored  by  obsessions, 
heartaches,  headaches,  and  anxieties  that  have  little  to  do 
with  people  we  are  sitting  with  at  table. 

Philosophers  and  poets  have  had  various  names  for 
this:  Plato  called  it  "a  madness  that  comes  from  the 
gods";  Hindu  poets  have  called  it  "a  nostalgia  for  the 
infinite";  Shakespeare  speaks  of  "immortal  longings",  and 
Augustine,  in  perhaps  the  most  famous  naming  of  them 
all,  called  it  an  incurable  restlessness  that  God  has  put 
into  the  human  heart  to  keep  it  from  finding  a  home  in 
something  that  is  less  than  infinite  and  eternal:  You  have 
made  us  for  yourself,  Lord,  and  our  hearts  are  restless 
until  they  rest  in  you. 

And  so  it  is  very  difficult  to  be  peacefully  present  to 
our  own  lives,  restful  inside  of  our  own  skins.  But  this 
"torment",  as  T.S.  Eliot,  once  named  it,  has  its  purpose. 
Henri  Nouwen,  in  a  remarkable  passage  that  both  names 
the  struggle  and  suggests  what  it  is  ultimately  for,  writes 
that  our  life  is  a  short  time  in  expectation,  a  time  in  which 
sadness  and  joy  kiss  each  other  at  every  moment.  There 
is  a  quality  of  sadness  that  pervades  all  the  moments  of 
our  life.  It  seems  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  clear-cut 
pure  joy,  but  that  even  in  the  most  happy  moments  of  our 
existence  we  sense  a  tinge  of  sadness.  In  every  satisfaction, 
there  is  an  awareness  of  limitations.  In  every  success,  there 
is  the  fear  of  jealousy.  Behind  every  smile,  there  is  a  tear. 
In  every  embrace,  there  is  loneliness.  In  every  friendship, 
distance.  And  in  all  forms  of  light,  there  is  the  knowledge 
of  surrounding  darkness.  But  this  intimate  experience  in 
which  every  bit  of  life  is  touched  by  a  bit  of  death  can 
point  us  beyond  the  limits  of  our  existence.  It  can  do  so  by 
making  us  look  forward  in  expectation  to  that  day  when 
our  hearts  will  be  filled  with  perfect  joy,  a  joy  that  no  one 
shall  take  away  from  us. 
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A  Busy  Fall 


Blessing 
of  the  Animals 
Ceremony  Held 
at  St.  Francis 

On  Saturday, 
October  2,  the  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  joined  the 
Franciscan  Friars  of 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
Parish  in  Raleigh  for 
the  annual  Blessing  of  the  Animals  ceremony. 
Parishioners  brought  pets  of  all  sizes  -  from  a 
horse  to  a  goldfish  -  to  the  celebration.  After 
hymns,  prayer  and  Scripture  readings,  the  Bishop 
and  the  Friars  sprinkled  the  animals  and  their 
owners  with  blessed  water. 

According  to  legend,  St.  Francis  had  a  special  love 
for  animals.  It  is  said  that  he  preached  to  the  birds  and 
tamed  a  wolf  with  his  words.  So  on  or  near  his  feast 
day,  Catholics  all  over  the  world  bring  animals  to  be 
blessed,  as  a  reminder  of  our  love  for  God's  creation 
and  our  responsibility  to  be  its  stewards. 

Lourdes  Students 
Learn  Japanese 
Language, 
Culture 

For  the  fifth  year, 
students  at  Our  Lady 
of  Lourdes  Catholic 
School  in  Raleigh  are 
having  their  ears  and 
eyes  opened  to  the  rich 
culture  of  Japan.  Ms.  Keiko  Yagura,  who  teaches 
public  middle  school  in  Osaka,  Japan,  is  teaching  her 
language  to  Lourdes  kids  in  grades  K-5,  and  culture 
-  including  architecture  and  dance  -  to  grades  6-8. 

Dr.  Robert  Scripko,  Principal  of  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  School,  grew  up  in  Japan  and  taught  there 
for  several  years.  "So  I  have  a  great  love  for  Japan 
and  the  Japanese  people,"  he  says.  "We're  extremely 
grateful  to  have  Ms.  Yagura  here.  But  this  program 
wouldn't  be  possible  without  our  host  families."  This 
year  Lourdes  School  parents  Mary  Kay  Murren  and 
Erin  Barrett  are  hosting  Ms.  Yagura,  who  will  teach  at 
the  school  until  March. 

Dr.  Scripko  calls  the  program  a  "win-win  situation," 
and  Ms.  Yagura  would  agree.  "I  love  the  opportunity 
to  compare  cultures,"  she  says,  "and  torn  learn  about 
cultural  differences."  She  is  also  learning  about  very 
young  children.  "In  Japan  I  teach  middle  school," 
she  explains,  laughing,  "so  the  kindergarteners  are 
challenging!" 


For  those  of  us  in  the  Diocesan  Communications  Office, 
autumn  is  a  busy  and  inspiring  time  of  year.  In  just  two 
weeks  of  October,  we  attended  the  Red  Mass  (for  gov- 
ernment officials  and  members  of  the  legal  community), 
the  White  Mass  (for  those  in  healthcare  and  pastoral 
care  of  the  sick),  two  important  parish  anniversaries  (Holy  Infant  in 
Durham  and  St.  Luke  in  Raleigh),  the  Hispanic  Heritage  celebration  in 
Greenville,  the  African  Communities  Mass  in  Gamer  and  the  annual 
Catholic  Convocation,  a  day-long  celebration  of  Catholic  faith  and 
teaching  attended  by  some  850  faithful.  We'll  begin  this  month  with 
All  Saints  Day  and,  the  next  day,  an  event  I've  grown  especially  fond 
of  in  my  time  in  North  Carolina,  the  All  Souls  Day  Mass  celebrated  by 
the  Bishop  at  the  priests'  cemetery  in  Newton  Grove. 


Frankly,  I  go  to  church  a  lot 
more  often  these  days  than  I 
used  to,  and  it's  turned  out  to  be 
a  good  thing.  The  more  attuned 
you  are  to  the  rhythms  of  the 
Church  year  and  Diocesan  life, 
the  more  you  feel  a  "part  of  the 
family,"  and  the  stronger  your 
connection  to  Catholics  beyond 
your  own  parish.  That  connect- 
edness is  an  important  reason 
for  publishing  NC  Catholics:  to 
help  readers  all  over  the  Diocese 
participate  in  the  faith  along  with 
their  brothers  and  sisters  from  Burlington  to  the  Outer  Banks. 

An  ongoing  event  this  fall  has  been  the  preparation  of  priests, 
religious,  lay  ministers  and  the  faithful  for  the  implementation  of  the 
new  translation  of  the  Roman  Missal  in  about  a  year.  We're  devoting 
several  pages  to  that  subject  in  this  issue.  In  the  November  issue  of 
Catholic  Digest  Magazine  (a  publication  where  I  spent  many  years), 
Editor  Dan  Connors  wrote  an  excellent  piece  about  the  new  Missal, 
and  suggested  that  the  new  translation  will  be  a  chance  to  "move 
more  deeply  into  the  Mass"  (http://www.catholicdigest.com/articles/ 
faith/heritage/20 1 0/1 0-20/the-monks-the-monastery-and-the- 
missal).  He  quotes  Bishop  Arthur  Joseph  Serratelli,  chairman  of  the 
Bishops'  Committee  on  Divine  Worship,  who  calls  the  new  texts  "a 
great  opportunity  to  deepen  our  understanding  of  the  liturgy  itself." 

With  the  liturgy,  as  with  the  whole  Church,  the  more  we  learn 
and  participate,  the  more  we  understand  the  depth  of  our  Catholic 
faith  and  its  traditions;  and  the  more  we  allow  the  Lord,  through 
the  Church,  to  bless  our  lives.  -  Rich  Reece  is  editor  of  NC  Catholics 

Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind  sug- 
gestions. You  can  reach  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  Street,  Raleigh, 
NC  27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 


saint    of    the  month 


A  scholarly  saint 


St.  Gertrudis 

el  gran  santo 
erudito  de  A 


Feast  Day:  November  1 5 
Patron  Saint:  of  the  West 
Indies,  travelers,  Naples 
Canonized:  1667 
(unofficially,  following  a 
decree  by  Pope  Clement 
XII) 

Meaning  of  name:  strong 
spear 

Born:  January  6,  1 256  AD 
Died:  November  17,  1301 
or  1302 

Claim  to  fame:  Among 
her  prodigious  output  as  a 
scholar  and  theologian,  existing 
writings  include  Exercises  of 
St.  Gertrude  and  the  Liber 
Specialis  Gratiae  (Herald  of 
Divine  Love).  Unfortunately, 
many  more  of  St.  Gertrude's 
writings  have  been  lost. 

Why  she  is  a  saint: 

St.  Gertrude  was  born  on 
the  Feast  of  the  Epiphany  in 
Thuringia,  in  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire.  Since  we  know 
nothing  about  her  parents,  she 
was  probably  an  orphan.  When 
she  was  still  very  young,  she 
entered  the  Benedictines  at  St. 
Mary  of  Helfta,  whose  abbess 
was  also  named  Gertrude. 
She  studied  philosophy  and 
theology  at  length  -  some  of 

her  sisters  felt  she  concentrated  a  bit  too  much  on  education 
at  the  expense  of  spirituality.  Then,  at  the  age  of  26,  she  was 
visited  by  a  vision  of  Jesus,  provoking  her  to  study  Scriptures, 
treatises,  and  the  teachings  of  the  Church.  She  devoted  herself 
wholly  to  these  studies,  as  well  as  her  own  writings.  If  that  were 
not  enough,  she  continued  to  receive  miracles  of  prophecy  for 
the  rest  of  her  life. 

Best  Quote:  "I  have  never  found  a  human  friend  to  whom 
I  would  dare  to  tell  all  I  know;  the  human  heart  is  too  small  to 
bear  it." 

How  she  died:  St.  Gertrude  died  at  around  the  age  of  45 
at  the  Helfta  Monastery  near  Eisleben,  in  Germany. 


Dia  festivo:  Nov.  1 5 
Santa  patrona:  de  las  Antillas,  de  los 
viajeros,  de  Napoles,  de  Italia 
Canonizada:  1 667  (extract icialmente, 
luego  de  un  decreto  del  Papa, 
Clemente  XII) 

Significado  de  su  nombre:  lanza 
fuerte  Fecha  de  nacimiento:  6  de 
enero  de  1 256 

Fecha  de  su  muerte:  1 7  de  noviembre 
de  1301  o  1302 

Se  hizo  famosa  por:  Entre  su 
prodigiosa  produccion  literaria  como 
estudiosa  y  teologa,  los  escritos  existenes 
incluyen  Ejercicios  de  Sta.  Gertrudis,  y 
la  Liber  Specialis  Gratiae  (Heraldo  del 
Amor  Divino).  Desafortunadamente, 
muchos  mas  de  los  escritos  de  Sta. 
Gertrudis  se  han  perdido. 

Porque  es  una  santa:  Sta. 
Gertrudis  nacio  en  la  Fiesta  de 
Epifania  en  Turingia,  en  el  Sacro 
Imperio  Romano  Germanico.  Puesto 
que  no  sabemos  nada  de  sus  padres, 
suponemos  que  probablemente  era 
huerfana.  Cuando  todavia  era  muy  joven, 
ingreso  al  convento  de  la  congregacion 
Benedictina  en  Santa  Maria  de  Helfta, 
cuya  abadesa  tambien  se  llamaba 
Gertrudis.  Estudio  extensivamente 
filosofia  y  teologia;  algunas  de  sus 
hermanas  monjas  sentian  que  ella  se 
concentraba  demasiado  en  la  educacion 
a  expensas  de  la  espiritualidad. 
Entonces,  al  cumplir  26  anos,  fue  visitada  por  una  vision  de 
Jesus,  que  la  incito  a  estudiar  las  Sagradas  Escrituras,  y  las 
ensenanzas  de  la  Iglesia.  Ella  se  dedico  enteramente  a  estos 
estudios,  asi  como  a  sus  propios  escritos.  Si  eso  no  fuera 
suficiente,  continuo  recibiendo  milagros  de  profecia  por  el 
resto  de  su  vida. 

Su  mejor  cita:  «Nunca  halle  una  amistad  a  quien  osaria 
decide  todo  lo  que  se;  el  corazon  humano  es  muy  pequeno 
para  resistirlo»>. 

Como  fallecid:  Gertrudis  murio,  poco  mas  o  menos,  a  los 
45  anos  de  edad  en  el  convento  de  Helfta,  cerca  de  Eisleben, 
en  Alemania. 
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Voir  E  S      IN      ()  ll  R      C  II  u  It  (  II 


la    naturaleza    de    nuestra  fe 


pastor's  perspective 


Mass  of  the  African 
Communities 


Pecados  Sociales 
Que  Claman  al  Cielo 


Last  month  Bishop  Michael  Burbidge  was  the 
celebrant  for  the  Annual  Diocesan  Mass  of  the 
African  Communities,  held  at  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  Catholic  Church  here  in  Raleigh.  1  was 
there  as  Vicar  for  African  Ancestry  Catholics, 
along  with  Msgr.  David  Brockman,  the  Vicar  General  of  the 
Diocese,  Father  Marcos  Leon,  Pastor  of  Sacred  Heart  Parish 
in  Whiteville  and  Dean  of  the  Cape  Fear  Deanery,  and  three 
African  Priests:  Father  Pius  Wekesa,  Adjutant  Vicar  for  African 
Ancestry  Ministry  and  Evangelization,  Father  Joseph  Oji  and 
Father.  Roger  Malonda.  African  Priests  visiting  from  other  Dio- 
ceses were  also  present,  and  the  church  was  full  of  people  from 
the  African  Communities  here  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 


Fr.  Pius  Wekesa  was  the 
first  African  priest  active 
in  our  Diocese.  He  serves 
as  Chaplain  to  the  Swahili 
Speaking  Africans.  This 
community  meets  on  the 
second  Sunday  of  each 
month  at  2pm  at  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes. 

In  July  2009,  Bishop 
Burbidge  invited  Fr. 
Joseph  Oji  to  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh.  Fr.  Oji  is  Paro- 
chial Vicar  for  St.  Michael 
in  Cary  The  Igbo  and  Nigerian  Catholics  are  under  his  pastoral 
care.  The  Liturgies  for  these  Catholics  are  celebrated  in  St. 
Joseph  Church  in  Raleigh  on  the  second  and  fourth  Sundays  of 
the  month  at  1 :30  p.m. 

Father  Roger  Malonda,  the  Parochial  Vicar  of  St.  Mary 
Mother  of  the  Church  in  Garner,  also  serves  as  Chaplain  to 
the  French  Speaking  African  Community,  and  celebrates  Holy 
Mass  in  French  in  Gamer.  Fr.  Malonda  celebrates  Mass  in 
French  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  month. 

Fr.  Oji  prepared  the  Liturgy  for  this  Mass,  and  saw  to  it  that 
the  choir  was  taught  the  languages  of  the  three  groups.  Bishop 
Burbidge  spoke  with  love  and  conviction,  and  the  congrega- 
tion was  especially  receptive  to  his  call  to  pray  for  and  promote 
vocations  to  the  priesthood  and  religious  life  from  the  African 
Communities  to  serve  in  our  Diocese. 

For  the  three  groups  to  come  together  and  proclaim  their 
faith  was  a  great  sign  to  me  of  the  spiritual  growth  of  these 
communities,  and  also  a  wonderful  example  of  how  different 
ethnic  groups  can  work  together  for  the  glory  of  God.  We  look 
forward  to  the  Mass  next  year,  and  in  the  years  to  come. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden 


La  actual  situacion  socio-economica  que  vivimos 
en  el  mundo  entero  es  cada  vez  mas  grave  y  nos 
desafia  a  dar  respuestas  efectivas  desde  nuestra  fe 
cristiana.  Tratamos  de  vivir  a  diario  como  el  Senor 
nos  propone  y  sin  embargo  vemos  que  la  situacion 
global  no  mejora.  Hacemos  los  mayores  esfuerzos  como  cat6licos 
para  mejorar  nuestras  vidas  y  al  final  nos  preguntamos:  ^existen 
otras  situaciones  que  debemos  tener  en  cuenta  para  vivir  mas 
autenticamente  nuestra  fe?,  «>no  bastan  los  esfuerzos  individuales 
para  cambiar  nuestra  realidad?,  £no  son  suficientes  las  respuestas 
aisladas  para  transformar  nuestra  compleja  realidad?...  Estamos 
conscientes  que  el  pecado  individual  existe  y  lo  enfrentamos 
a  diario  de  diversas  maneras,  pero  nos  salta  la  pregunta  £es 
suficiente  esta  lucha  que  libramos  por  separado?  En  Estados 
Unidos  esta  realidad  nos  reclama  una  revision  profunda  de 
nuestra  vivencia  de  los  valores  evangelicos  que  pregonamos. 


Una  luz  nos  la  ofrece 
el  Papa  Juan  Pablo  II  a 
traves  de  la  Exhortacion 
Apostolica  "La  Iglesia  en 
America"  (1999).  En  dicha 
Exhortacion  el  Santo  Padre 
reconoce  la  existencia  de 
"pecados  sociales"  y  senala 
"la  gravedad  de  «los  pecados 
sociales  que  claman  al  cielo, 
porque  generan  violencia, 
rompen  la  pazy  la  armonia 
entre  las  comunidades  de 
una  misma  nacion,  entre  las 
naciones  y  entre  las  diversas  partes  del  Continente»"  (EEA  56). 
Entre  esta  clase  de  pecados  resalta  «el  comercio  de  drogas, 
el  lavado  de  las  ganancias  ilicitas,  la  corrupcion  en  cualquier 
ambiente,  el  terror  de  la  violencia,  el  armamentismo,  la 
discriminacion  racial,  las  desigualdades  entre  los  grupos 
sociales,  la  irrazonable  destruccion  de  la  naturaleza». 
Lamentablemente  muchas  de  estas  "estructuras  pecaminosas" 
nos  golpean  muy  fuerte  en  las  comunidades  hispanas  de 
Carolina  del  Norte. 

El  Santo  Padre  nos  dice  que  "la  mejor  respuesta,  desde  el 
Evangelio,  a  esta  dramatica  situacion  es  la  promocion  de  la 
solidaridad  y  de  la  paz,  que  hagan  efectivamente  realidad  la 
justicia".  Ante  un  2011  que  se  aproxima  es  importante  que 
renovemos  nuestra  vida  desde  la  fe  en  Jesus  y  a  la  luz  de  la 
Ensenanza  Social  de  la  Iglesia.  Detectemos,  combatamos  y 
destruyamos  tambien  los  "pecados  sociales"  que  impiden  la 
vida  del  "Dios  con  nosotros". 

-  Padre  Carlos  N.  Arce,  Vicario  para  los  Hispanos 
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"He  Has 
Won  You 


Away  from  the  Church,  Camille  Grupy  returned, 
Today  she  proclaims  God's  goodness. 


cover  st 


By  Rachelle  Garbarine  \  Photography  by  Wade  G 

In  an.  alabaster-colored  room  in  the  social  hall  of  Good 
Shepherd  Catholic  Church  in  Hope  Mills,  N.C.,  30 
adults  stand  around  a  table  brimming  with  sacramen- 
tals,  listening  in  rapt  attention  to  Master  Catechist  Ca- 
mille Grupy.  Her  words  tumble  forth  in  staccato-like  fashion 
breaking  the  silence. 

The  diminutive  instructor  with  a  cap  of  short  cropped  hair  is 
dwarfed  by  the  adult  learners  -  the  catechumens,  candidates, 
confirmandi,  and  sponsors  who  have  gathered  this  warm, 
October  morning  for  their  Sunday  session.  While  Camille  may 
be  small  in  stature,  everything  else  about  her  is  big.  She  has  a 
big  voice,  a  big  personality  and  a  big  heart  -  one  she  opened 
freely  to  the  Church  as  a  child,  shielded  while  away  from  it  for 
15  years  as  an  adult,  and  reopened  even  wider  22  years  ago. 


Camille's  journey  is  one  of  faith 
overcoming  doubts,  replacing  anger 
with  love  and  joy,  and  rekindling  a 
spirituality  that  grew  deeper  and  more 
meaningful  than  ever  before.  With  her 
journey  came  a  newfound  understand- 


ing of  Scripture  and  Church  doctrine, 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  her  faith  and 
a  stronger  love  of  God  that  she  decided 
to  share  in  a  very  big  way  with  adults 
entering,  or  re-entering  the  Catholic 
Church  as  she  did. 


Those  adults  respond  to  her.  One  is 
Michael  McCord,  who  became  a  Catho- 
lic in  2010  after  being  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  40  years.  He  went 
through  the  Rite  of  Christian  Initiation 
for  Adults,  or  RCIA,  at  Good  Shepherd, 
a  program  Camille  directs.  ► 
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■    was  filled  with  questions,"  Michael  said.  "But  Camille  always 
I    had  an  answer  or  would  do  research  to  find  the  answer, 
I    which  was  comforting  to  me."  He  said  Camille  also  shared 
JL.  personal,  poignant  stories,  including  her  return  to  the 
Church,  "that  solidified  my  belief  in  Catholicism."  Michaels  wife  Bar- 
bara, a  returning  Catholic,  added,  "I  have  never  found  anyone  more 
dedicated,  more  welcoming  or  more  gracious  in  sharing  her  faith." 


Her  willingness  to  share  her 
faith,  combined  with  her  pas- 
sion, dedication,  and  deter- 
mination to  leave  no  question 
from  a  student  unanswered, 
are  what  many  say  are  among 
Camilles  gifts  as  a  master 

— ^  ' 


catechist,  a  role  she  has  held  at 
Good  Shepherd  for  19  years. 
It  is  also  a  role  for  which  she 
received  the  Mary  Dowling 
Master  Catechist  of  the  Year 
Award*  this  year  from  the 
Diocesan  Office  of  Evangeliza- 


tion and  Catechesis;  and  one  it 
seems  the  65-year-old  teacher 
and  transplanted  northerner 
was  destined  to  play. 

Camille  and  her  older 
brother  were  raised  in  the 
Catholic  Church  by  their 


parents,  Pat  and  Louise  Bran- 
caccio.  Her  faith  and  religion 
were  so  much  part  of  her 
youth  growing  up  in  Nutley 
New  Jersey,  in  the  1950s,  that 
she  contemplated  entering 
the  convent,  an  idea  Camille 
abandoned  in  middle  school 
when  she  said  she  discovered 
boys.  Her  faith  continued  to 
center  her  throughout  her 
adolescence  and  college  years 
during  which  she  remained 
active  in  her  parish's  Catholic 
Young  Adult  Club.  In  1966, 
mutual  friends  in  the  club 
introduced  her  to  Al  Grupy  a 
fellow  Catholic;  they  married 
three  years  later.  The  couple 
was  never  blessed  with  chil- 
dren. 

By  her  own  account 
Camilles  move  away  from 
the  Church  started  gradually 
in  the  1970s  and  escalated 
between  1981  and  1982  when 
both  her  parents  and  Als 
father  died.  "1  got  angry  es- 
pecially over  the  death  of  my 
mother  at  such  an  early  age 
(she  was  63)  from  colon  can- 
cer," she  explained,  her  voice 
cracking  and  her  eyes  welling 
with  tears  as  she  recalled  the 
memory.  "But  my  faith  was 
always  there.  1  knew  I  was 
where  God  wanted  me  to  be." 

Her  journey  back  started 
soon  after  she  and  Al  relocated 
to  Parkton,  N.C.  in  1984  and 
moved  into  a  house  they  built 
on  a  wooded  lot  overlook- 
ing a  lake,  not  far  from  Good 
Shepherd  Church.  It  began 
with  an  invitation  from  a 
couple  who  were  parishio- 
ners from  the  church  to  join 
a  Disciples  in  Mission  group. 
Al  said  no,  but  Camille  joined 
the  women's  Scripture  reading 
group,  attending  the  weekly 
meetings  faithfully  for  two 
years,  said  Roxie  Vendetti, 
who  was  the  groups  facilita- 
tor at  that  time  and  has  since 
become  Camilles  good  friend 
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and  spiritual  companion. 

Those  meetings  proved  to 
be  a  catharsis  for  Camille. 
"The  group  allowed  her  to 
vent  all  of  her  anger,"  said 
Roxie.  "She  was  in  a  time 
of  healing,  a  time  to  get  her 
relationship  with  God  right." 

To  Camille,  "it  was  God  call- 
ing me  back,"  she  said.  Indeed, 
she  returned  to  the  Church  in 
1988  and  over  rime  took  all 
six  classes  to  become  a  master 
catechist.  In  doing  so.  Camille 
gained  a  more  profound 
understanding  of  her  faith  and 
found  her  place  within  the 
Church. 

That  place,  it  seems,  is  as  a 
master  catechist  at  Good  Shep- 
herd. Her  participation  in  the 
Church,  however,  didn't  stop 
there.  Over  the  last  20  years, 
Camille  has  been  involved  in 
coundess  ministries  in  the  par- 
ish. Along  with  RCIA  they  in- 
clude. The  Women  of  Charity 
an  outreach  group  that  minis- 
ters to  children  in  orphanages 
and  women  in  homeless  shel- 
ters; the  parish  bereavement 
committee;  and  the  Landings 
ministry  for  returning  Catho- 
lics. While  involved  in  the 
Landings  ministry  Camille  said 
she  came  to  realize  that  God 
never  abandons  us,"  and  that, 
in  retrospect,  "He  knew  where 


was  going  all  along." 
The  Reverend 
Thanh  N. 
Nguyen,  the 
former  pastor 
at  Good 
Shepherd 
Church, 
described 
Camille 
as  being 
"tireless  in 
her  efforts 
to  echo  the 
Good  News  to 
any  and  all  who 
will  listen."  She  has 
carried  Gods  word  beyond 
the  parish  into  non-religious 
environments  like  work  places 
and  schools,  he  explained, 
adding  that,  "she  also  lived  it 
in  her  personal  life."  He  said 
several  parishioners  told  him 
that  they  admire  Camilles 
dedication  and  sendee,  as  well 
as  her  honest}-  in  saving  that 
she  left  the  Catholic  Church 
before  turning  her  life  to  God. 

Teaching  adults  about 
her  faith  comes  naturally  to 
Camille,  who  now  works 
part-time  as  an  elementary 
school  teacher  but  has  30 
plus  years  of  experience  in  the 
public  school  systems  in  N.J. 
and  NC.  The  teacher  in  her  is 
evident  at  this  Sunday  morn- 
ings RCIA  session  which  she 
leads  with  Rob  King,  a  fellow- 
instructor.  She  tells  students 
about  the  myriad  sacra- 
mentals  on  display,  from  the 
crucifix  and  rosary  to  prayer 
cards  and  the  Bible,  urging 
students  to  participate  and 
waiting  intendy  for  their  ques- 
tions. When  a  hand  goes  up, 
Camille  looks  directly  at  the 
person  as  if  the  lesson  is  theirs 
alone,  before  she  responds. 
She  doesn't  look  away  until 
both  she  and  her  student  are 
satisfied  with  the  answer. 

"Camille."  noted  former 
candidate  Michael  McCord  "is 


confident  in  her  faith  and,  in 
turn,  is  a  tremendous  guide  in 
this  faith  journey." 

Her  husband  Al  agreed. 
What  people  see  is  that  Ca- 
mille "gives  115  percent  all 
of  the  time,"  he  said,  adding 
that  she  presents  informa- 
tion in  such  a  way  that  you 
"want  to  know  more."  After 
supporting  Camille  in  her 
ministries  at  Good  Shepherd 
Al  returned  to  the  Church  in 
2000  after  suffering  a  heart 
attack  and  two  strokes.  His 
faith,  like  Camilles,  he  said, 
is  stronger  today. 

Camilles  impact  even 
reaches  those  who  teach  side 
by  side  with  her  in  the  RCIA 
program,  which  is  composed 
of  teams  of  catechists  who 
work  together  to  catechize 
those  who  seek  Christ  in  the 
Catholic  Church.  Rosemarie 
Bellanger.  a  fellow-  catechist, 
who  first  worked  with  Camille 
on  the  RCIA  team  16  years 
ago  said:  "By  encouraging 
our  team  to  do  research  . . . 
Camille  has  increased  my 
knowiedge  of  church  doctrine. 
A  reliance  on  Scripture  has 
taught  me  who  Jesus  Christ 
is  and  what  He  expects  of 
me.  I've  learned  to  look  at 
people  as  Jesus  would  -  with 
acceptance  and  kindness  and 
have  become  a  better  follower 
of  Christ." 

People  who  know  Camille 


also  describe  her  as  intense 
and  outspoken.  That  in- 
tensity has  helped  Camille 
reach  some  of  hardest  to 
reach  people  wanting  to  enter 
the  church,  said  Jan  Cama- 
han,  director  of  Catechesis 
at  Good  Shepherd  Church. 
She  recalled  how  in  one  such 
case  Camilles  "I  am  serious" 
attitude  and  "tough  love"  ap- 
proach proved  to  be  the  only 
formula  to  work.  At  the  same 
time,  she  continued,  Camille 
"has  turned  all  of  her  mater- 
nal instincts  into  the  gift  of 
nurturing  and  helping  others." 

It  is  clear  to  anyone  who 
meets  Camille  that  her  days 
of  nurturing  others,  like  her 
faith  journey  are  far  from 
over.  Camille  describes  her 
journey  so  far  as  inspira- 
tional and  filled  with  the 
joy  of  sharing  her  faith  with 
others.  'After  ha\ing  been 
away"  Camille  said,  "to  be 
welcomed  back,  made  to  feel 
worthy  and  asked  to  share 
my  faith  has  been  and  is  what 
reconciliation  with  God  and 
His  Church  are  all  about." 

Yet.  it  is  the  Bible  verse 
1  Peter  2:9  that  she  feels  offers 
the  most  fitting  description: 
"He  has  won  you  for  Himself 
. . .  and  you  must  proclaim 
what  He  has  done  for  you; 
He  has  called  you  out  of  the 
darkness  into  his  own  won- 
derful light." 


The  award  is  presented  annually  to  a  master  catechist  who  exemplifies  a  commitment  to  excellence  in  catechesis  and  a  dedication  to  service. 


"Un  Pueblo  que  Dios  hizo  Suyo" 

Alejada  de  la  Iglesia,  Camille  Grupy  regresa. 
Ella  proclama  hoy  las  riquezas  de  Dios. 


En  un  salon  de  color-  alabastro  en 
el  centro  de  la  Comunidad  de  la 
Iglesia  Catolica  de  Good  Shepherd 
en  Hope  Mills,  NC,  30  adultos 
estan  alrededor  de  una  mesa  rebosante  de  los 
sacramentales,  escuchando  muy  atentamente 
a  la  catequista  Camille  Grupy.  Sus  palabras 
salen  como  staccato,  rompiendo  el  silencio. 


La  diminuta  instructora  con  su  pelo  corto  es  empequene- 
cida  por  sus  estudiantes,  los  cateciimenos  y  candidatos  que 


se  han  reunido  en  una  calida  manana  de  octubre  para  su 
leccion  del  domingo.  Aunque  Camille  puede  ser  pequena 
en  estatura,  todo  lo  demas  en  ella  es  grande.  Tiene  una  gran 
voz,  una  actitud  grande  y  un  gran  corazon  -  que  ella  abrio 
libremente  a  la  Iglesia  desde  nina,  retirandose  de  ella  por  15 
anos  como  adulta,  y  reabriendose  aun  mas  hace  22  anos. 

La  jornada  de  Camille  es  la  superacion  de  dudas  en  la 
fe,  sustituir  la  ira  con  amor  y  alegria,  y  reavivar  una  espiri- 
tualidad  que  crezca  mas  significativa  y  profundamente  que 
nunca.  Con  su  jornada  surgio  una  nueva  comprension  de 
las  Escrituras  y  la  doctrina  de  la  Iglesia,  un  conocimiento 
muy  profundo  de  su  fe  y  un  amor  fuerte  de  Dios  que  ella 
decidio  compartir  en  una  gran  manera  con  los  adultos  que 
ingresaban,  o  reingresaban  a  la  Iglesia  Catolica  como  ella 
lo  hizo. 

Los  adultos  le  respondieron.  Uno  es  Michael  McCord,  que 
se  convirtio  en  Catolico  en  el  2009  despues  de  ser  miembro 
de  la  Iglesia  Metodista  por  40  anos.  Estuvo  en  el  programa 
del  Rito  de  Iniciacion  Cristiana  para  Adultos,  RICA,  en 
Good  Shepherd,  dirigido  por  Camille. 

"Yo  tenia  muchas  preguntas,"  dijo  Michael.  "Pero  Camille 
siempre  tenia  una  respuesta  o  hacia  una  investigacion  para 
encontrar  la  respuesta,  que  me  confortara".  El  dijo  que 
Camille  tambien  compartia  historias  personales,  conmove- 
doras,  incluyendo  su  regreso  a  la  Iglesia,  "eso  solidifico  mi 
creencia  en  el  catolicismo".  Barbara,  la  esposa  de  Michael, 
quien  regreso  a  la  Iglesia  Catolica,  agrego,  "Yo  nunca  habia 
encontrado  a  alguien  mas  dedicada,  mas  amable  o  mas 
simpatica  en  compartir  su  fe,  como  ella". 

Su  deseo  de  compartir  su  fe,  combinado  con  su  pasion, 
su  dedication  y  la  determination  de  no  dejar  sin  respu- 
esta la  pregunta  del  estudiante,  es  lo  que  muchos  dicen 
se  encuentran  entre  los  dones  de  Camille  como  maestra 
catequista,  un  papel  que  ha  desempenado  en  la  Iglesia  de 
Good  Shepherd  durante  19  anos.  Es  tambien  un  papel  por 
el  que  recibio  el  Premio  del  Afio  Mary  Dowling  como  Mae- 
stra Catequista*  este  afio  recibio  el  de  la  Oficina  Diocesana 
de  Evangelization  y  Catequesis;  y  otro  parece  ser  el  de  la 
nortena  Maestra  de  65-anos  que  fue  destinada  a  actuar. 

Camille  y  su  hermano  mayor  fueron  criados  en  la  Iglesia 
Catolica  por  sus  padres,  Pat  y  Louse  Brancaccio.  Su  fe  y 
religion  fueron  una  gran  parte  en  el  crecimiento  de  su 
juventud  en  Nutley  New  Jersey,  en  la  decada  de  1950,  a  tal 
grado  que  ella  contemplo  la  idea  de  entrar  al  convento,  una 
idea  que  Camille  abandono  en  la  secundaria  cuando  dice 
que  descubrio  la  existencia  de  los  muchachos.  Su  fe  siguio 
rodeandola  a  lo  largo  de  su  adolescencia  y  en  los  anos  de 
colegio  por  lo  cual  permanecio  activa  en  el  Club  de  Jovenes 
Adultos  Catolicos  en  su  parroquia.  En  1966,  sus  amigos  del 
club  le  presentaron  a  Al  Grupy,  un  companero  Catolico;  se 
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casaron  tres  arios  despues.  La  pareja  nunca  fue  bendecida 
con  hijos. 

Por  iniciativa  propia  Camille  se  retire  de  la  Iglesia  gradu- 
almente  en  la  decada  de  1970  y  se  intensifico  entre  1981 
y  1982  cuando  sus  dos  padres  y  el  padre  de  Al  fallecieron. 
"Me  enoje  mucho,  especialmente,  con  la  muerte  de  mi 
madre  a  una  edad  muy  temprana  (63),  por  cancer  del 
colon"  explico  Camille,  con  una  voz  quebrada  y  sus  ojos 
Uenos  de  lagrimas  al  recordar  el  pasado.  "Pero  mi  fe  siempre 
estaba  alii.  Yo  sabia  que  me  encontraba  en  el  lugar  que  Dios 
habia  escogido  para  mi. 

Su  jornada  volvio  a  empezar  poco  despues  que  ella  y  Al 
se  trasladaron  a  Hope  Mills  en  1984  y  se  mudaron  a  una 
casa  que  ellos  construyeron  en  un  lote  con  arboles  y  con 
vista  a  un  lago,  no  muy  retirado  de  la  Iglesia  de  Good  Shep- 
herd. Todo  empezo  con  una  invitacion,  de  una  pareja  de 
feligreses  de  la  Iglesia,  para  unirse  a  un  grupo  de  Discipulos 
en  Mision.  Al  dijo  que  no,  pero  Camille  se  unio  al  grupo 
de  mujeres  lectoras  de  las  Escrituras,  asistiendo  fielmente  a 
las  reuniones  semanales  por  dos  anos,  dijo  Roxie  Vendetti, 
quien  era  la  moderadora  del  grupo  en  ese  tiempo  y  que 
desde  entonces  se  convirtio  en  una  buena  amiga  y  compa- 
nera  espiritual  de  Camille. 

Esas  reuniones  demostraron  ser  una  catarsis  para  Camille. 
"El  grupo  le  permitio  sacar  toda  su  ira  contra  la  Iglesia,"  dijo 
Roxie.  "Ella  se  encontraba  en  un  tiempo  de  sanacion,  un 
tiempo  para  estar  en  una  buena  relacion  con  Dios". 

Para  Camille,  "era  Dios  que  me  estaba  pidiendo  regresar." 
dice  ella.  De  hecho,  ella  regresb  a  la  Iglesia  en  1988  y  en  el 
transcurso  del  tiempo  tomb  las  seis  clases  para  convertirse 
en  Maestra  Catequista.  Al  hacerlo,  Camille  obtuvo  un  mejor 
y  profundo  entendimiento  de  su  fe  encontrando  su  lugar 
dentro  de  la  Iglesia. 

Ese  lugar,  parecia  ser  como  maestra  catequista  en  la 
Iglesia  de  Good  Shepherd.  Su  participacion  en  la  Iglesia,  sin 
embargo,  no  termino  alii.  En  los  ultimos  20  anos,  Camille 
participa  en  innumerables  ministerios  en  la  parroquia. 
Aparte  de  RICA,  ella  participa  con  The  Women  of  Charity, 
un  grupo  que  ayuda  a  ninos  en  los  orfanatos  y  en  los  alber- 
gues  de  mujeres;  con  Parish  bereavement  Commitee;  y  con 
Landings  Ministry  para  los  catolicos  que  regresan.  Mientras 
participaba  en  el  ministerio  de  Landings  dice  que  se  dio 
cuenta  que  "Dios  nunca  nos  abandona,"  y  que,  en  retrospec- 
tiva,  "El  sabia  a  donde  iba  todo  el  tiempo". 

El  Reverendo  Thanh  N.  Nguyen,  el  parroco  anterior 
en  la  Iglesia  de  Good  Shepherd,  describe  a  Camille  como 
una  persona  "incansable  en  sus  esfuerzos  por  hacer  eco  la 
Buena  Nueva  a  cualquier  persona  y  a  todo  aquel  que  quiera 
escuchar".  Ella  ha  llevado  la  Palabra  de  Dios  mas  alia  de  la 
parroquia  a  lugares  no-religiosos  como  centres  de  trabajo  y 
escuelas,  explico  el,  y  agrego  que,  "ella  tambien  la  vivia  su 
vida  personal".  Dijo  que  varios  feligreses  le  han  dicho  que 
admiran  la  dedicacion  y  el  servicio  de  Camille,  al  igual  que 
su  honestidad  al  decir  que  ella  dejo  la  Iglesia  Catolica  antes 
de  dedicar  su  vida  a  Dios. 

Ensenando  a  los  adultos  sobre  su  fe  es  algo  natural  para 


Camille,  quien  ahora  trabaja  medio-tiempo  como  maestra 
de  una  escuela  primaria  pero  que  tiene  mas  de  30  anos  de 
experiencia  en  el  sistema  de  escuelas  publicas  en  NJ  y  NC. 
Ser  maestra  es  evidente  en  ella  las  mananas  del  domingo  en 
la  sesiones  de  RICA  que  dirige  al  lado  de  su  companero,  el 
instructor  Rob  King.  Ella  les  dice  a  los  estudiantes  sobre  los 
sacramentales  que  hay,  desde  el  crucifijo  y  el  Rosario  hasta 
tarjetas  de  oraciones  y  Biblias,  exhortando  a  los  estudiantes 
a  participar  y  esperando  atentamente  las  preguntas.  Cu- 
ando una  mano  es  alzada,  Camille  mira  directamente  a  la 
persona,  como  si  estuvieran  ellos  solos,  antes  de  responder. 
Ella  no  deja  de  ver  a  la  persona  hasta  que  ambos  quedan 
satisfechos  con  la  respuesta. 

"Camille",  hizo  notar  el  ex  alumno  Michael  McCord,  "con- 
fia  en  su  fe  y,  a  su  vez,  es  una  guia  tremenda  en  este  camino 
de  fe". 

Su  esposo  Al  esta  de  acuerdo.  Lo  que  la  gente  mira  es 
que  Camille  "da  el  115  porciento  todo  el  tiempo",  dice  Al, 
agregando  que  ella  presenta  la  informacion  de  tal  manera 
que  quieres  "saber  mas".  Despues  de  apoyar  a  Camille  en 
su  ministerio  en  la  Iglesia  de  Good  Shepherd  Al  regreso 
a  la  Iglesia  en  el  ano  2000  despues  de  sufrir  un  ataque  al 
corazon  y  dos  embolias.  Su  fe,  como  la  de  Camille,  dijo  Al, 
es  mas  fuerte  hoy. 

El  impacto  de  Camille  alcanza  aun  a  aquellos  que  ense- 
nan  con  ella  el  programa  de  RICA,  que  se  compone  de 
equipos  de  catequistas  que  trabaj an  juntos  para  catequizar 
a  aquellos  que  buscan  a  Cristo  en  la  Iglesia  Catolica.  Rose- 
marie  Bellanger,  una  companera  catequista,  que  trabajo 
primero  con  Camille  en  el  equipo  de  RICA  hace  16  anos 
dijo:  "alentando  nuestro  equipo  a  investigar. .  .Camille  ha 
incrementado  mi  conocimiento  de  la  doctrina  de  la  Iglesia. 
Una  lectura  en  las  Escrituras  me  han  ensenado  quien  es 
Jesucristo  y  que  espera  El  de  mi.  He  aprendido  a  ver  a  la 
gente  como  lo  hace  Jesus-  con  aceptacion  y  amabilidad  y 
ser  una  mejor  seguidora  de  Cristo". 

La  gente  que  conoce  a  Camille  tambien  la  describe  como 
una  persona  intensa  y  directa.  Esa  intensidad  ha  ayudado  a 
Camille  a  alcanzar  a  las  personas  mas  dificiles  que  quieren 
entrar  a  la  Iglesia,  dijo  Jan  Carnahan,  directora  de  Catequi- 
stas de  la  Iglesia  de  Good  Shepherd.  Ella  resalta  en  Camille 
su  "seriedad"  actitud  y  "amor  fuerte"  que  demostro  ser  la 
unica  formula  para  trabaj  ar.  Al  mismo  tiempo,  continuo, 
Camille  "ha  convertido  todos  sus  instintos  maternales  en  el 
don  de  nutrir  y  ayudar  a  los  demas". 

Es  evidente  para  cualquier  persona  que  conoce  a  Camille 
que  los  dias  de  nutrir  a  otros,  como  la  de  su  jornada  de  fe, 
son  interminables.  Camille  describe  su  jornada  como  fuente 
de  inspiration  y  se  llena  de  alegria  al  compartir  su  fe  con 
otros.  "Ser  bienvenidos  de  vuelta,  te  hace  sentir  valiosa, 
pedirnos  compartir  nuestra  fe. .  .han  sido  y  son  todo  lo  que 
es  la  Iglesia",  dice  ella. 

Sin  embargo,  es  el  versiculo  de  la  Biblia  1  Pedro  2:9  que 
ella  siente  que  ofrece  la  description  mas  adecuada:  "Un 
Pueblo  que  Dios  hizo  Suyo  para  proclamar  sus  maravillas; 
pues  el  los  ha  llamado  de  las  tinieblas  a  su  luz  admirable". 


*E1  premio  es  presentado  cada  ano  a  una  Maestra  Catequista  para  ejemplificar  su  compromiso  a  la  excelencia  en  catequesis  y  la  dedicacion  al  servicio. 


i  Y  a    que    usted    lo  pregunta! 


I 


Lecciones  des 
una  Celda  Monastics 


os  monjes  guardan  secretos  dignos  de 
conocerse.  Aqui  tenemos  un  consejo  de  los 
Padres  del  Desierto:  "Entra  en  tu  celda  y  tu 
celda  te  ensenara  todo  lo  que  necesitas  saber".  Y 
otro  consejo  de  Tomas  de  Kempis,  en  su  famoso  libro  "La 
Imitacion  de  Cristo":  "Cada  vez  que  dejas  tu  celda  vuelves 
a  ella;  menos  persona  ". 


Aparentemente  estos  consejos  van 
dirigidos  a  monjes,  y  la  celda  se  refiere 
a  la  habitacion  privada  de  un  monje, 
con  su  pequena  cama,  su  unica  silla,  su 
desnudo  escritorio,  su  pequeno  lavabo 
y  su  austero  reclinatorio.  Esos  consejos 
sugieren  que  hay  mucho  que  aprender 
permaneciendo  dentro  de  ese  espacio, 
y  que  existen  verdaderos  peligros  al 
salir  de  el.  d-Que  puede  significar  esto 
posiblemente  para  alguien  que  no  sea  ni 
monje  ni  religiosa  contemplativa? 

Estos  consejos,  efectivamente, 
se  escribieron  para  monjes,  pero 
los  profundos  principios  que  los 
fundamentan  pueden  extrapolarse 
para  proyectar  sabiduria  en  la  vida  de 
cualquier  ser  humano. 

iQue  sabiduria  profunda 
encontramos  en  estos  consejos? 

Estos  consejos  no  nos  estan  diciendo, 
como  a  veces  se  ha  ensehado,  que  la 
vocacion 

monastica  sea  superior  a  la  vocacion 
del  laico.  Tampoco  afirman  que,  si  uno 
es  monje  o  contemplativo  profesional, 
su  interaccion  social  fuera  de  su  celda 
sea  automaticamente  malsana. 

La  celda  -tal  como  la  entendemos 
aqui-  es  una  metafora  o  parabola,  una 
imagen,  un  lugar  dentro  de  la  vida,  mas 
que  la  habitacion  privada  de  un  monje 
en  un  monasterio. 

La  celda  se  refiere  al  deber,  a  la 
vocacion  y  al  compromiso. 

En  esencia,  esto  es  lo  que  queremos 
decir: 

"Entra  en  tu  celda  y  tu  celda  te 
ensenara  todo  lo  que  necesitas  saber": 
Permanece  dentro  de  tu  vocacion, 
dentro  de  tus  compromisos,  dentro 
de  tus  legitimos  deberes  prescritos, 
dentro  de  tu  iglesia,  dentro  de  tu  familia, 
y  te  enseharan  cual  es  el  autentico 
fundamento  de  la  vida  y  que  significa 
amar.  Se  fiel  a  tus  compromisos,  y,  lo 
que  en  el  fondo  estas  buscando,  alii  lo 
encontraras. 


"Cada  vez  que  dejas  la  celda 
regresas  menos  persona":  Esto 
quiere  decirnos  que  cada  vez  que  nos 
desviamos  del  camino  de  nuestros 
compromisos,  cada  vez  que  somos 
infieles,  cada  vez  que  nos  escapamos 
de  lo  que  legitimamente  habriamos  de 
estar  haciendo,  regresamos  "menos 
persona"  a  causa  de  esa  traicion. 

Hay  una  rica  espiritualidad  en  estos 
principios:  Permanece  dentro  de  tus 
compromisos  y  deberes,  se  fiel,  tu 
lugar  de  trabajo  es  un  seminario,  tu 
trabajo  es  un  sacramento,  tu  familia 
es  un  monasterio,  tu  hogar  es  un 
santuario,  permanece  dentro  de  ellos, 
no  los  traiciones,  aprende  lo  que  te 
estan  ensenando,  sin  buscar  afuera 
constantemente  como  si  la  vida 
estuviera  efectivamente  afuera,  en  algun 
otro  lugar,  y  sin  creer  constantemente 
que  Dios  esta  en  algun  otro  sitio. 

Carlo  Caretto,  el  famoso  escritor 
espiritual  italiano,  comparte  una 
interesante  historia  para  ilustrar 
esto:  Despues  de  haber  sido  monje 
por  mas  de  un  cuarto  de  siglo  y  de 
haber  invertido  miles  de  horas  orando 
absolutamente  solo  en  el  desierto,  fue  a 
visitar  a  su  madre  ya  muy  anciana. 

Ella  era  una  mujer  que  se  habia 
consumido  de  tal  manera  con  las  duras 
obligaciones  de  criar  una  numerosa 
familia  que  durante  largos  periodos  de 
tiempo,  en  paralelo  a  los  muchos  ahos 
de  su  hijo  Carlo  en  el  desierto,  habia 
estado  demasiado  ocupada  como  para 
tener  un  solo  minuto  siquiera  de  quietud 
en  su  vida.  El  sin  embargo,  Carlo, 
habia  invertido  largos  ahos  en  quietud  y 
contemplacion. 

Ella  habia  invertido  largos  anos  en 
actividad  domestica.  Y  sin  embargo, 
Carlo  admitia  que  ella  era  mucho  mas 
contemplativa  que  el  mismo.  Mas 
todavia,  el  sospechaba  que  ella  era  mas 
desinteresada  y  generosa  que  el  mismo, 
y  que  ella  poseia  una  profundidad  de 


alma  que  el,  en  aquella  etapa  de  su 
propia  vida,  unicamente  podia  envidiar. 

Pero  la  conclusion  que  el  saco  de 
esa  observacion  no  fue  que  algo  habia 
de  equivocado  y  erroneo  en  lo  que  el 
habia  hecho  durante  largos  ahos  de 
vida  monastica  en  el  desierto.  Mas  bien 
se  fijo  en  su  madre  y  reconocio  que 
habia  algo  absolutamente  excelente  en 
lo  que  ella  habia  hecho,  entregandose 
a  si  misma  tan  desinteresada  y 
generosamente  a  sus  obligaciones 
como  esposa  y  como  madre.  El  habia 
entrado  en  su  celda,  y  la  celda  le  habia 
ensehado  lo  que  necesitaba  saber. 
Su  madre  habia  entrado  tambien  en 
su  propia  celda,  y  esa  celda  le  habia 
ensehado  lo  que  ella  necesitaba  saber. 
La  de  el  era  una  celda  monacal,  en  el 
sentido  tecnico  litera,  como  a  ubicada 
en  un  monasterio.  La  de  ella  era  una 
celda  monastica  en  sentido  mas  amplio. 
Ambos  vivieron  vidas  monasticas  y 
ambos  monasteries  les  enseharon  lo 
que  necesitaban  aprender. 

Asi  mismo,  Caretto  reconocia  que 
cada  pequena  traicion  a  su  vocacion 
monastica  le  habia  dejado  "menos 
persona",  menos  "el  mismo";  y  lo  mismo 
reconocia  con  respecto  a  su  madre: 
cada  pequena  infidelidad  a  sus  deberes 
como  esposa  y  como  madre  le  habian 
dejado  "menos  persona",  menos  "ella 
misma". 

Aquello  a  lo  que  nos  hemos 
comprometido  en  la  vida  constituye 
una  celda  monastica.  Cuando  somos 
fieles  a  eso,  es  decir,  a  los  deberes 
que  proceden  de  nuestras  relaciones 
personales  y  de  nuestro  lugar  de 
trabajo,  aprendemos  las  lecciones  de 
la  vida  por  osmosis.  Y  a  la  inversa, 
siempre  que  traicionamos  nuestros 
compromisos  pertinentes  a  nuestras 
relaciones  o  a  nuestro  trabajo  y 
profesion,  nos  convertimos  en  menos 
de  lo  que  somos. 

Todos  somos  monjes  y  lo  que  importa 
no  es  si  vivimos  en  un  monasterio  o 
vivimos  en  el  mundo  como  esposos, 
padres,  amigos,  ministros  de  la  iglesia, 
maestros,  profesores,  doctores, 
enfermeros,  obreros,  artesanos, 
trabajadores  sociales,  banqueros, 
consultores  economistas,  comerciantes, 
politicos,  abogados,  empleados  de 
salud  mental,  contratistas  o  jubilados. 
Cada  uno  de  nosotros  tiene  su  celda 
propia,  y  esa  celda  puede  enseharnos  lo 
que  necesitamos  saber. 
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Es  probable  que  muchos  de  nosotros  hayamos 
dicho  alguna  vez,  j"Este  sera  el  ano  en  que  estoy 
mejor  preparado  para  la  Navidad  y  no  permitire 
quedarme  atrapado  en  la  trampa  secular"!  Si 
esta  promesa  todavia  no  se  ha  hecho  realidad,  no  pierda  la 
esperanza.  Con  la  gracia  de  Dios  este  puede  ser  el  ano. 

Algunas  de  las  celebraciones  mas  importantes  que  ocurren 
en  Noviembre  nos  hacen  recordar  lo  que  necesitamos  para 
preparamos  espiritualmente  para  la  celebration  del  nacimiento 
de  Nuestro  Salvador.  La  Solemnidad  de  todos  los  Santos  nos 
recuerda  el  proposito  final  en  la  vida  que  rue  claramente 
demostrado  en  una  novela  famosa  por  Graham  Greene,  H 
Podery  la  Gloria.  Cerca  de  la  conclusion  de  la  novela  donde 
un  sacerdote  esta  a  punto  de  ser  ejecutado,  lefmos,  "El  estaba 
consciente  que  al  final  solamente  importaba  una  cosa  —  llegar 
a  ser  santo".  Por  virtud  de  nuestro  bautismo,  somos  llamados  a 
crecer  cada  dia  en  una  relation  intima  con  el  Senor  para  poder 
vivir  con  El  hoy  y  para  siempre  en  la  compania  de  todos  sus 
angeles  y  santos.  Debemos  preguntarnos,  "^A  que  dedicare  la 
mayor  parte  de  mi  tiempo  y  energia  en  las  semanas  antes  de 
Navidad?",  '^Algunas  de  las  cosas  que  me  consumen,  tienen 
mas  prioridad  e  importancia  que  amar  y  estar  con  el  Senor?"  La 
vida  de  los  santos  nos  inspira  a  vivir  para  el  Senor,  y  podemos 
depender  de  sus  poderosas  intercesiones. 


La  Conmemoracion  de  Todos  los 
Difuntos  es  un  recordatorio  que  la  vida  en 
la  tierra  no  es  el  final.  Un  dia  moriremos, 
y  nuestro  objetivo  es  estar  listos  y 
preparados.  Por  lo  tanto,  no  podemos 
esperar  hasta  manana  para  tener  nuestras 
prioridades  en  orden.  Esta  realidad 
no  deber  asustamos.  Mas  bien  debe 
llevamos  a  ver  cada  dia  como  un  regalo 
precioso  y  un  momento  privilegiado  para 
preparamos  al  encuentro  con  el  Senor. 
Cada  dia  es  tambien  una  oportunidad 
para  llenar  nuestro  sagrado  deber  y  orar 
por  todos  aquellos  que  se  han  ido  antes 
de  nosotros  en  la  fe. 

Noviembre  es  un  tiempo  donde 
tambien  celebramos  el  Dia  de  Action  de 


Gracias.  A  pesar  de  que  no  es  dia  santo 
de  obligacion,  yo  estoy  edificado  al 
saber  el  numero  enorme  de  individuos  y 
familias  que  empiezan  el  dia  asistiendo 
a  la  celebracion  de  la  Misa.  Es  un 
reconocimiento  que  todos  los  dones 
vienen  de  Dios.  Tambien  se  nos  recuerda 
que  nuestra  gratitud  se  expresa  mejor 
cuando  usamos  nuestro  tiempo,  talentos 
y  tesoros  en  el  servicio  del  Senor  y  de 
unos  a  otros,  especialmente  en  los  mas 
necesitados. 

Recientemente,  platique  con  un  medico 
quien  indico  que  en  este  tiempo  del  ano, 
mas  que  nunca,  trata  a  personas  con  una 
variedad  de  enfermedades:  problemas 
estomacales,  dolor  de  espalda,  fuertes 


dolores  de  cabeza  y  la  lista  continua. 
Dijo  que  en  numerosos  casos,  la  causa 
de  la  enfermedad  fisica  es  la  misma: 
la  soledad.  En  las  semanas  antes  de 
Navidad,  esten  atentos  y  conscientes 
de  nuestros  hermanos  y  hermanas  que 
pueden  sentirse  olvidados  o  excluidos, 
de  aquellos  que  estan  separados  de  su 
familia  o  amigos  por  causa  de  la  distancia, 
y  de  aquellos  que  sufren  la  perdida  de 
un  ser  querido.  Tal  ayuda  a  los  que  estan 
necesitados  puede  ser  el  regalo  que  Dios 
te  esta  pidiendo  en  este  tiempo  sagrado. 

Las  Lecturas  que  escuchamos  en  el 
Primer  Domingo  de  Adviento  tambien 
proporcionan  orientation  para  nuestra 
preparacidn  espiritual.  El  Profeta 
Isaias  nos  dice,  "Caminemos  en  la  luz 
del  Senor".  Para  preparamos  mejor 
a  la  celebracion  del  nacimiento  de 
Nuestro  Salvador,  debemos  liberarnos 
de  las  obras  de  las  tinieblas.  iQue 
comportamientos  pecaminosos  te 
pide  el  Senor  que  dejes  atras?  Si  tienes 
cualquier  oscuridad  en  tu  vida,  ve  a 
tu  parroquia  este  Adviento  y  celebra 
con  el  Senor  la  misericordia  infinita  en 
el  Sacramento  de  Reconciliation.  Sin 
importar  cuales  hayan  sido  tus  pecados, 
siempre  recuerda  que  nunca  seran  mas 
grandes  que  el  amor  que  Dios  tiene 
para  ti.  jComo  ansia  El  abrazarnos  con 
su  amor! 

Crezcan  en  santidad.  Vivan  vidas 
santas.  Alistense  y  esten  preparados  para 
reunirse  con  el  Senor.  Denle  gracias  por 
las  bendiciones.  Ayuden  con  amor  y 
compasion  al  abandonado  y  a  los  mas 
necesitados.  Liberense  de  las  obras  de  las 
tinieblas.  Celebren  el  amor  y  la  infinita 
misericordia  del  Senor.  Si  estas  acciones  se 
reflejan  en  tu  vida  durante  las  siguientes 
semanas,  entonces  podras  decir  con  la 
gracia  de  Dios,  j"Este  es  el  ano  que  estoy 
mejor  preparado  para  celebrar  la  Navidad 
y  el  nacimiento  de  Nuestro  Salvador"! 

Que  Nuestro  Senor  Jesus  los  bendiga 
abundantemente  con  Su  paz  en  este 
Tiempo  sagrado  de  Adviento  y  por 
siempre. 


Building  a  House 

Building 


Early  on  the  morning  of 
September  1 1 ,  the  sun  shone 
brightly  upon  a  few  dozen 
people  gathered  around  a 
concrete  foundation  and  stacks  of  wood 
in  a  quiet  Garner  neighborhood.  Heads 
bent,  hands  clasped,  they  recalled  both  the 
horror  of  2001  and  the  hope  of  2010. 


"That  was  a  day  of  tearing 
down,  today  is  a  day  of  re- 
building"  said  Norma  Smith, 
Volunteer  Services  Coordina- 
tor for  Habitat  for  Humanity 
of  Wake  County.  As  work 
was  about  to  begin  on  a  new 
habitat  house,  Smith  recalled 
Jesus'  work  as  a  carpenter  and 
reminded  the  group  of  volun- 
teers they  are  coworkers  with 
God,  His  hands,  His  feet  upon 
this  soil. 

So  at  the  exact  moment  the 


twin  towers  were  tumbling 
to  the  ground  nine  years  ago, 
another  structure  was  rising 
up  in  Wake  County.  Soon, 
the  din  of  hammering  nails, 
the  buzz  of  a  saw,  and  laugh- 
ter were  emanating  from  the 
work  site. 

The  people  gathered  for 
this  "build"  represented  eight 
Catholic  churches  in  the 
Raleigh  Deanery.  Collec- 
tively, they  are  known  as  the 
2010  Catholic  Coalition,  the 


brainchild  of  Barbara  Quinby 
a  parishioner  at  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes,  and  her  husband 
Chris,  longtime  volunteers  in 
the  Habitat  movement. 

"I  was  thinking  there  were 
a  lot  of  parishes  that  may  not 
have  ever  had  the  opportu- 
nity because  they  couldn't  get 
into  the  program... it's  hard  to 
go  out  by  yourself,"  Barbara 
explained. 

She  described  the  effort  on 
her  part  as  "a  very  deep  call 


from  God."  Her  goal  was  not 
only  to  build  a  house  but  to 
build  a  sense  of  unity  within 
the  local  Catholic  community. 
She  trusted  God  to  guide  her 
steps,  and  put  the  request  for 
participants  in  local  church 
bulletins  and  even  spoke  after 
some  Masses. 

As  it  turns  out,  Catholics  in 
the  Raleigh  area  were  hungry 
for  the  opportunity  to  get 
involved  with  Habitat  for 
Humanity.  More  than  200 


NC  Catholics  24  November  2010  I  www.DioceseofRaleigh.org  |  www.NCCatholics.org 


By  Jennifer  Baron  |  Photos  by  Steve  Egan 


parishioners  from  Our  Lady 
Lourdes,  Sacred  Heart  Cathe- 
dral, St.  Andrew  the  Apostle, 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  St.  Joseph, 
St.  Luke  the  Evangelist,  St. 
Mary,  Mother  of  the  Church 
and  St.  Raphael  answered  the 
call.  They  are  husbands  and 
wives,  fathers  and  sons,  singles 
and  seasoned  veterans. 

"Everybody's  motivation  is 
different,  but  I  think  a  lot  of 
people  take  the  call  for  justice 
seriously,"  Barbara  explained. 
They  want  to  do  something 
concrete,  they  want  to  do 
more  than  just  give  a  dollar 
donation  to  a  remote  ministry. 
They  want  to  say,  'I  did  this." 

For  Peter  and  Mimi  Floyd 
from  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  it 
was  a  no-brainer.  After  years 
of  child  rearing  they  were 
finally  empty  nesters. 

"We  wanted  to  do  it  for  a 
long  time,  so  when  they  said  it 
at  church,  we  said,  'OK,  this  is 
our  year  to  do  it." 

Mimi's  first  day  on  the  job 
found  her  working  alongside 
Nancy  Etheridge  from  St. 
Marys.  Nancy  and  her  hus- 
band Jay  were  also  first  time 
Habitat  volunteers  who  had 
their  own  special  reason  for 
answering  the  call. 

"Every  night  when  we  go 
to  bed  we  thank  God  we  have 
a  roof  over  our  head  and  we 


think  everybody  deserves  that, 
so  that's  why  we  wanted  to  get 
involved,"  Nancy  said.. 

Dayna  Hairston,  a  27-year- 
old  single  woman  new  to 
Sacred  Heart  was  looking  for 
a  way  to  meet  people  in  the 
Catholic  community.  With 
one  Habitat  build  under  her 
belt  she  knew  the  excitement 
and  fulfillment  that  comes 
with  working  together  to  help 


others. 

'At  the  beginning  you  share 
a  lot  of  apprehension  trying  to 
figure  everything  out,"  Dana 
said,  "but  at  the  end  of  a  four 
hour  shift  you're  pounding 
away  with  no  fear,  just  amazed 
at  how  much  you  can  accom- 
plish in  four  hours." 

Most  Saturdays  Olegaria 
Esteban,  his  wife  Maria  and 
daughter  Mana  can  be  found 


How  to  Get  Involved 


►►  It  takes  approximately  $75,000  and  3,600 
volunteer  hours  to  complete  a  habitat  house,  but 
there  are  groups  working  together  right  now  that 
could  use  your  help. 

2010  Catholic  Coalition 

Join  lay  Catholics  in  the  Raleigh  area  to  com- 
plete a  home  in  Garner 
Contact  Barbara  or  Chris  Quinby  at  mdoffice@ 
bellsouth.net 

201 1  Apostles  Build 

Coalition  of  1  2  churches  of  differing  faiths  build 
a  home  in  Long  Acres 
Contact  Veronica  Bitting  at  veronica. bitting® 
habitatwake.org 

201 1  Women  Build 

Habitat  home  completely  funded  and  construct- 
ed by  women 
For  more  info  go  to  www.habitatwake.org/getin- 
volved/womenbuild 


on  site  working  with  the 
Catholic  Coalition  to  build 
the  1,200-square-foot  home 
that  will  soon  be  theirs.  Mary 
Matza  of  Sacred  Heart  found 
it  especially  gratifying  to  work 
alongside  a  smiling  18-year- 
old  Mana  as  they  raised  the 
wall  to  her  bedroom. 

"Getting  to  know  them. . . 
it's  just  really  cool,"  she  said. 
When  you  lift  somebody  else 
up,  you  lift  yourself  up.  Its 
just  an  automatic  byproduct." 

That's  part  of  what  keeps 
veteran  David  Ragan  of  St. 
Andrews  coming  back  house 
after  house.  He  started  volun- 
teering for  Habitat  ten  years 
ago  with  his  then  15-year-old 
daughter.  She  moved  away,  he 
kept  building. 

For  father  and  son  team 
Peter  and  Nick  Williams  of 
Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  it  was 
an  opportunity  to  spend  time 
together,  put  their  faith  into  ac- 
tion and  help  a  family  in  need. 

While  the  home  is  not 
slated  to  be  complete  until 
February  201 1,  it  may  very 
well  be  done  before  Christ- 
mas as  lay  Catholics  come 
together  to  live  out  their 
Christian  lives  in  service  to 
others.  Barbara  Quinby  isn't 
surprised.  'Anytime  it's  of  the 
Lord,"  she  says,  "it  goes  along 
pretty  smoothly." 


Voyage  of  the  Dawn  Treader,  the 
third  movie  in  the  Chronicles  of 
Narnia  series,  based  on  the  books 
by  C.S.  Lewis,  will  be  released 
in  U.S.  theaters  on  December  10.  NCC  spoke 
with  Douglas  Gresham,  C.S.  Lewis'  stepson 
and  co-producer  of  the  film. 


How  closely  does  the 
movie,  Voyage  of  the 
Dawn  Treader,  follow  the 
book?  That  is  an  extremely 
difficult  question  to  answer. 
There  are  a  lot  of  challenges 
when  you  convert  a  well- 
loved  book  to  film.  Some 
things  just  have  to  change. 
I'm  probably  one  of  the  most 
devoted  of  the  Narnian  pur- 
ists, so  change  is  anathema 
to  me.  But  it's  unavoidable. 
Some  things  have  been 


added  to  increase  the  tension 
of  the  story.  But,  I  can  assure 
you  that  all  the  things  Jack 
was  trying  to  say  are  in  the 
movie,  (note:  C.S.  Lewis 
was  Jack  to  his  friends  and 
family) 

Which  one  of  the  books  is 
your  favorite?  Whichever 
one  I'm  reading  at  the  time. 
At  the  moment,  that  would  be 
The  Magician 's  Nephew  and 
The  Silver  Chair. 


Douglas  Gresham 


Are  the  Narnia  books  your 
favorites,  or  one  of  the 
others?  Well,  one  can't  quite 
do  it  that  way  -  the  books  are 
so  different.  When  it  comes 
to  his  fiction,  I  loved  the  first 
science  fiction  books  -  Out  of 
the  Silent  Planet,  Perelandra 
and  That  Hideous  Strength.  I 


also  love  Mere 
Christianity 
and  The  Great 
Divorce.  Of 
the  fiction  Jack 
wrote,  his  own 
favorite  was  Till 
we  have  Faces. 

Will  you  be 
making  The 
Magician's 
Nephew  into  a 
movie?  Which 
movie  is 
next?  Every- 
thing depends  on  the  support 
of  moviegoers  to  determine 
whether  there  will  be  another 
one  at  all.  As  is  always  the 
case,  we  have  to  persuade 
sponsors  that  it's  worthwhile. 
So,  if  you'd  like  to  have  us 
make  another  one,  go  see  The 
Voyage  of  the  Dawntreader 
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and  take  your  friends,  your 
friends'  friends  and  even  your 
enemies  -  you're  supposed  to 
love  them.  So,  I  guess  the  best 
answer  is,  'We'll  see.' 

Which  movie  will  be  next 
if  you  do  make  one?  It 

could  be  The  Magician's 
Nephew  or  The  Silver  Chair. 
I  know  there  is  a  huge  debate 
among  American  Narnian  fans 
regarding  the  order  in  which 
one  should  read  the  books. 
The  numbers  were  only  on  the 
spines  for  the  American  edi- 
tions. I  once  asked  Jack  what 
he  thought  the  order  should 
be,  and  he  expressed  a  prefer- 
ence for  the  Narnian  chrono- 
logical order.  In  other  words, 
The  Magician's  Nephew  would 
come  first. 

What  was  CS.  Lewis  like 


as  a  step  father?  He  was 

terrific.  What  is  so  often 
missed  in  portrayals  of  him, 
both  in  writing  and  on  film,  is 
that  he  was  a  man  of  immense 
humor.  He  was  a  raconteur. 
He  was  immensely  fun  -  you 
couldn't  be  in  a  room  with 
him  for  more  than  1 0  minutes 
without  laughing.  Even  in  the 
difficult  years,  there  was  a  lot 
of  laughter  in  that  household. 

What's  your  favorite  child- 
hood memory  of  him?  My 

favorite  is  a  little  odd.  It's  about 
Jack  and  my  mother.  We'd 
been  having  a  problem  with 
trespassers  in  the  woods.  They 
tore  up  the  trees;  rubbished 
the  place.  When  Mother  was  in 
first  remission,  Jack  said  he'd 
build  a  fence  to  keep  them  out 
and  she  said,  "If  they  steal  the 
fence,  I'll  buy  a  shotgun."  After 


the  fence  was  stolen,  she  did 
indeed  buy  a  small  shotgun. 
She  started  shooting  anything 
that  moved  in  the  woods. 
One  day,  after  most  of  the 
trespassers  had  disappeared, 
a  young  man  appeared  with 
a  long  bow.  Jack  stepped  in 
front  of  my  mother  -  and  the 
man  pointed  the  bow  at  him. 
Mother  said,  "Darn  it,  Jack, 
get  out  of  my  line  of  fire."  The 
young  man  found  himself 
staring  down  a  barrel  and  de- 
camped quickly.  It  taught  me  a 
lesson  about  my  mother's  and 
Jack's  pure  physical  courage 
in  facing  down  danger  -  I'd 
already  seen  their  moral  and 
emotional  courage  as  they'd 
faced  her  illness. 

I  understand  a  fan  from 
Michigan  proposed  to  his 
girlfriend  on  the  set.  How 


did  that  come  about?  Paul 
Martin,  who  writes  the  Nar- 
nianfans.com  website,  wanted 
to  come  over  to  the  set.  I  told 
him,  "Sure"  and  he  wrote  back 
and  said  he'd  like  to  bring 
his  girlfriend.  Then  he  asked, 
"Could  I  propose  on  the  set?"  I 
said,  "That  will  be  great  -  we'll 
get  you  on  the  Dawn  Treader 
and  you  can  do  it  properly. 
Paul  and  Courtney  got  on 
the  boat  when  everyone  was 
at  lunch  and  he  popped  the 
question.  She  said  "yes"  at  the 
top  of  her  lungs. 

Anything  else  you'd  like  us 
to  know  about  the  movie? 

It's  a  very  beautiful  movie  to 
look  at.  The  director  of  pho- 
tography is  a  genius  and  put 
together  a  lovely  movie.  Dawn 
Treader  is  a  beautiful  and 
complex  piece  of  work. 


_ 


7 1 1  Mason  Road,  Durham.  277 1  2.  To  register  or  for 
more  information,  call  9 1 9.477. 1  285. 

Advent:  Living  Into  the  Season  of  Desire, 
Wednesday,  December  1 ,  9:30  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m..  Fr. 
Bill  McConville,  O.F.M.,  Parochial  Vicar  of  St.  Fran- 
cis of  Assisi  Parish  in  Raleigh,  former  Professor 
of  Theology  at  Washington  Theological  Union  and 
President  of  Siena  College  in  Albaby,  N.Y.  Donation:  $30  (includes  lunch). 


Upcoming  events 

at  Avila  Retreat  Center 


tilings  to  do: 

Marriage  Encounter 
Weekend,  November  5,  6 
p.m.  -  November  7,  2  p.m.  at 
the  Clam  Digger  Inn,  Atlantic 
Beach,  NC.  For  information 
about  Marriage  Encounter  go 
to  www.wwme-nc.info.  Con- 
tact Dean  and  Vicki  Spriegel, 
dean.vickis@gmail.com. 

2nd  Annual  Ignited  By 
Truth  Walk-A-Thon.  Help 
us  Storm  Heaven  for  Ignited 
By  Truth!  Join  us  on  Saturday, 
November  6,  20 10  from 
1 0  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  at  Fred  G. 
Bond  Metro  Park,  801  High 
House  Rd.,  Cary,  NC.  Free 
Pizza,  Live  Music,  and  Prizes! 
Grand  prize:  a  brand  new 
iPod!  For  registration  and 
details,  visit  www.lgnitedBy- 
Truth.com. 

St.  Stanislaus  Church 
1 3th  Annual  Polish  Fes- 
tival, Saturday,  November 
6,  1  1  a.m.  -  5  p.m.,  4849 
Castle  Hayne  Road  (Hwy 
117),  Castle  Hayne,  NC 
28405.  Festival  patrons  may 
look  forward  to  genuine  Pol- 
ish foods  including  kielbasa, 
stuffed  cabbage,  pierogi, 
potato  pancakes,  Polish  beer 
and  home-baked  desserts. 
The  Polka  Plus  Band  of  Ra- 


leigh will  perform  live  music, 
just  great  for  toe-tapping  and/ 
or  dancing.  We'll  also  have 
a  raffle,  crafts,  souvenirs  and 
entertainment  for  the  kids. 
Lots  of  fun  for  all!  Contact 
Info:  910.675.2336;  www. 
ststanspolishfestival  .org 

Connecting  Catholic 
Families  with  the  Bible, 

November  9,  9  a.m.  -  3 
p.m.  at  Holy  Infant  Church, 
5000  Southpark  Drive, 
Durham,  NC  27713.  Don't 
miss  this  opportunity  to  get 
strategies,  program  ideas 
and  resources  for  connecting 
your  parish  families  with  the 
Word  of  God.  The  workshop 
will  provide  ideas  for  engag- 
ing families  with  the  Word 
at  the  parish;  resources  for 
families  to  break  open  and  be 
transformed  by  the  Word  at 
home;  ways  of  implementing 
the  vision  of  the  Synod  on 
the  Word  of  God  in  the  Life 
and  Mission  of  the  Church; 
practical  ways  for  all  ministries 
to  pray  with,  learn  from,  and 
be  inspired  by  the  Word.  The 
workshop  is  for  leaders  in: 
Faith  Formation/Cateche- 
sis,  RCIA  and  Sacramental 
Preparation,  Youth  Ministry, 
Preaching,  Family  Minis- 
try, Evangelization,  Bible 
Study  Groups.  Cost  of  the 
workshop  is  $49,  which 


includes  lunch  and  a  hand- 
out packet  rich  in  practical 
ideas  and  resources.  Please 
register  before  October  30. 
Contact  Mary  DiSano  at 
9 1  9.82 1 .97 1 0  or  mary. 
disano@raldioc.org. 

SEARCH  #160,  November 
12-14,  Short  Journey  Cen- 
ter, 2323  Smithfield  Road, 
Smithfield,  NC  27577. 
Search  is  a  weekend  retreat 
for  1  1  th  -  1  2th  grade  youth. 
Activities  encourage  self- 
discovery  and  reflections  on 
relationships  with  others  and 
with  God.  Retreat  team  is 
made  up  of  past  Searchers 
who  model  leadership,  faith 
sharing,  and  ministry  with  their 
peers.  Adults  in  youth  ministry 
also  attend  and  participate 
in  Search.  Searches  usu- 
ally fill  up  quickly,  so  sign-up 
for  the  earliest  date  possible 
to  ensure  yourself  a  space. 
Contact  9 19.82 1.9770. 

Quo  Vadis  Group,  Novem- 
ber 1 6,  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9 
Edenton  Streeet,  Raleigh,  NC 
27613.  High  school  aged 
boys  are  invited  to  attend 
the  Quo  Vadis  Group,  which 
meets  once  a  month,  usually 
on  a  Tuesday  evening.  Quo 
Vadis  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  and  an  oppor- 


tunity to  gather  for  fellowship, 
prayer  and  a  discussion  on 
discernment  and  vocations. 
Dinner  is  provided.  Please 
contact  the  Office  of  Voca- 
tions for  more  information  at 
919-832-6279. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  November  1 8, 
7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1 9 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27603.  Single  Catholic 
women  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-45  who  are  committed  to 
praying  for  vocations,  growing 
in  holiness  while  in  the  midst 
of  the  world,  and  discerning 
the  call  of  Christ  are  in- 
vited to  the  Vocations  Prayer 
Group  for  Women.  Thursday 
evening  meetings  will  begin 
in  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
with  Adoration  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  at  7  pm  followed 
by  Benediction.  At  8  pm  the 
group  will  move  to  the  Office 
of  Vocations  for  fellowship 
and  discussions.  Meetings 
should  end  by  9  pm.  Contact 
Fr.  Ned  Shlesinger,  voca- 
tions@raldioc.org. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  November  20,  9 
a.m.  -  1  p.m.  at  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral,  2 1 9  Edenton 
Street,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27603. 
Adult  Catholic  men  between 
the  ages  of  1  7-48  discerning 
a  possible  call  to  Priesthood 
are  invited  to  the  Priesthood 
Discernment  Group  meetings 
held  on  the  third  Saturday  of 
each  month.  If  you  are  just 
beginning  to  contemplate  a 
vocation  or  are  more  serious 
about  a  call  to  priesthood 
please  consider  attending  this 
group.  The  Priesthood  Dis- 
cernment Group  provides  a 
fraternal  environment  in  which 
to  discuss  your  discernment 
of  a  possible  call  to  Priest- 
hood with  other  men  who 
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are  also  examining  the  call. 
The  group  discusses  issues 
central  to  the  call  and  does  so 
within  the  context  of  prayer, 
presentations,  and  discus- 
sion. The  morning  begins  with 
Mass.  Coffee  and  doughnuts 
will  be  available  in  the  Office 
of  Vocations  (two  doors  down 
from  the  Cathedral)  after 
Mass.  Morning  Prayer,  a 
discussion/presentation  about 
discernment/ Priesthood, 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch 
follow.  For  more  information 
contact  the  Vocations  Office, 
919.832.6279. 

Mass  for  Black  Catholic 
History  Month,  November 
20,  5  p.m.  at  Holy  Cross 
Catholic  Church  in  Durham. 
Most  Reverend  Michael 
F.  Burbidge,  Celebrant. 
Contact  9 19.82 1.9762  or 
lauren.green@raldioc.org. 

Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe 
61st  Annual  Harvest 
Day,  November  20  at  Our 
Lady  of  Guadalupe  Catholic 
Church  in  Newton  Grove. 
Please  visit  us  for  a  delicious 
plate  of  barbeque  pork  or 
barbeque  chicken  anytime 
between  1  1  a.m.  and  7  p.m.. 
Cost  is  $7.00  per  plate 
and  includes  slaw,  potatoes, 


hush  puppies  and  cake.  We 
will  also  have  miscellaneous 
items  for  sale  during  the  day 
and  an  auction  beginning  at 
7  p.m. 

Fayetteville  Deanery 
Vocations  Celebration, 

December  3,  7  p.m,  St.  Ste- 
phen the  First  Martyr  Catholic 
Church,  Sanford.  The  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge will  preside.  Please  join 
us  as  we  pray  for  an  increase 
in  vocations  to  the  Priesthood 
and  Religious  Life. 

St.  Thomas  More  School's 
Annual  "Holiday  Christ- 
mas Shoppe",  Saturday, 
December  4,  9  a.m.  -  5 
p.m.  at  St.  Thomas  More 
School,  920  Carmichael 
Street,  Chapel  Hill,  NC 
27514.  This  craft  show 
features  55  talented  local 
crafters  and  artisans.  A  wide 
variety  of  unique,  handmade 
gifts  and  specialty  items 
will  be  sold.  The  event  also 
includes  a  raffle,  live  musi- 
cal entertainment  and  the 
"Reindeer  Cafe",  serving 
a  hot  lunch.  Admission  is 
free.  All  proceeds  benefit  St. 
Thomas  More  School.  For 
more  information,  please  call 
919.490.8493. 


,   Correction:  In  the  cover  story  of  the  October  2010 
issue  of  NCC,  the  name  of  Interfaith  Food  Shuttle  volunteer 
Larry  Petrovick  was  misspelled.  In  the  Editors  Column, 
Food  Shuttle  co-founder  Maxine  Solomon  was  misnamed 
"Madeleine."  We  are  deeply  sorry  for  these  errors. 
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Doing  the  Ordinary  Extraordinarily  Well 

Immaculate  Conception,  Wilmington 


Catholic  history  on  Carolina  Beach  began  in  the  1920s 
when  Fr.  J.  McCourt  of  Wilmington's  St.  Mary  Church 
began  holding  Mass  once  or  twice  a  month  in  the  homes 
of  residents.  Fr.  Michael  J.  Begley  (later  to  become  Bishop 
of  Charlotte)  was  appointed  pastor  of  Immaculate  Conception  Church 
on  Carolina  Beach  in  1938.  A  year  later,  a  family  donated  property 
for  a  chapel  and  priests  residence.  The  22-seat  chapel  that  was  con- 
structed served  the  parish  until  1954,  when  a  new  church  was  built 
that  could  seat  120.  It  wasn't  until  1982,  however,  that  Immaculate 
Conception  offered  a  full  schedule  of  weekend  and  daily  liturgies. 


The  Oblates  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales  of  the  Wilmington, 
DE-Philadelphia  Province  began  serving  Immaculate 
Conception  in  1993.  A  three-phase  plan  for 
the  current  campus  was  begun,  but  the 
parish  population  was  growing  faster 
than  construction  funding.  So  the  ^ 


parish  community  was  forced  to 
move  temporarily  to  a  nearby  chapel 
and  Carolina  Beach  Elementary  School 
for  weekend  liturgies,  faith  formation  and 
administrative  space  until  its  final  move 
to  the  present  location  on  Carolina  Beach 
Road.  Today  Immaculate  Conception  is 
home  to  1050  families  living  between 
Wilmington  and  Kure  Beach. 

Reverend  John  E.  McGee,  O.S.F.S.,  has 
been  Pastor  of  Immaculate  Conception 
for  two  years.  "We  try  to  permeate 


the  parish  with  the 
spirituality  of  St.  Frances 
de  Sales,"  he  says,  "which 
means  doing  the  ordinary 
extraordinarily  well." 

Fr.  McGee  points  out 
that  the  rapid  growth  of  a 
parish  comes  along  with 
"growing  pains.  People 
love  the  intimacy  of  a 
small  church,  and  they 
can  worry  about  losing 
connectedness.  But  I  think 
as  we  grow,  with  so  many 
people  arriving  from  all 
over  the  country,  that 
you  can  go  beyond  that. 
I  think  our  hospitality, 
the  way  we  welcome 
people  and  make  them  a 
part  of  ministry,  creates 
that  feeling  of  intimacy. 
The  size  of  the  building 
doesn't  matter. 

"So  above  all,  we  want 
to  be  a  very  welcoming 
and  hospitable  parish 
and  we  strive  to  make 
that  a  part  of  everything 
we  do."  Stewardship 
is  also  a  focal  point  at 
Immaculate  Conception. 
"We  believe  that  stewardship  is  a  way  of  life,"  says 
Fr.  McGee,  "and  we  have  a  lot  of  dedicated  people 
working  hard."  During  October's 
Respect  Life  Celebration, 
parishioners  were  asked  to  bring 
Pin  diapers  and  present  them 
during  the  Presentation  of  the 
Gifts.  "Whenever  we  do  something 
here,  there  has  to  be  a  catechetical 
component,"  the  pastor  explains.  "In  this 
case  it  is  outreach  to  the  community  and 
uniting  that  to  respect  for  life." 

Johanna  Hug,  a  parishioner  for  15 
years,  calls  Immaculate  Conception  "my 
home  away  from  home.  There  are  times 
here,"  she  says,  "when  you  come  into  the 
building  and  feel  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
9 1 0.79 1 . 1 003  people  gravitate  to  that." 


the  Diocese  of 
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Immaculate 
Conception, 
Wilmington 

6650  Carolina 

Beach  Rd 
Wilmington,  NC 
28412-3004 


Seeking  Catholic  School  Principal 
for  201 1-12  school  year 


Catholic  Cross  Country  School 
Championship  Run  in  Cary 

s  Triangle  area  Catholic  schools  held  their 
2nd  Annual  Catholic  Cross  Country  Cham- 
pionship on  October  1 3  at  Bond  Park  in 
Cary.  The  championship  race  was  1 .8  miles 
on  trails  throughout  Bond  Park,  with  the 
runners  competing  both  as  individuals  and 
as  teams.  The  middle  school  participants 
were  from  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  Apex;  St. 
Michael,  Cary;  The  Franciscan  School,  Raleigh;  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes,  Raleigh;  and  Cathedral  School  in  Raleigh. 

Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge  began  the  event  by  blessing 
the  200+  runners.  Dr.  Michael  J.  Fedewa,  Superintendent  of 
Catholic  Formation  and  Education,  served  as  the  race  official, 
signaling  the  start  of  each  of  the  two  heats,  first  the  girls  and 
then  the  boys. 

Bishop  Burbidge  presented  the  winning  individuals  and 
teams  with  medals  and  trophies.  The  boys'  team  from  St. 
Mary  Magdalene  and  the  girls'  team  from  St.  Michael  were 
overall  winners.  Boys'  individual  winners  for  first,  second 
and  third  place,  respectively,  were  Jordan  Kokoska,  St.  Mary 
Magdalene  Catholic  School;  Joey  DiSerafino,  St.  Mary 
Magdalene  Catholic  School;  and  Sam  Grelck,  St.  Michael 
Catholic  School.  In  the  girl's  event,  first,  second  and  third 
place  winners  were  Nevada  Mareno,  The  Franciscan  School; 
Sarah  Comstock,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Catholic  School;  and 
Jordan  Mareno,  The  Franciscan  School. 


St.  Thomas  More  School,  Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina,  is  an 
essential  ministry  of  the  Catholic  Community  of  St.  Thomas  More. 
The  school  was  founded  in  1964,  and  is  accredited  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS).  The  current  enrollment 
is  400  students  in  grades  Pre-K  through  8th. 
Qualifications: 

•  The  candidate  must  be  an  experienced  school  leader,  inspiring 
and  committed  to  advancing/enriching  the  school's  mission  in  an 
environment  that  cultivates  faith  formation,  technology  advancement 
and  promotes  academic  excellence  to  students. 

•  The  candidate  must  be  a  practicing  Catholic  with  strong  Catholic 
values,  seeking  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  build  upon  the  success 
of  the  school  and  must  have  demonstrated  successful  experience  in 
spiritual  leadership,  school  finances  and  institutional  advancement. 

•  The  candidate  must  have  a  Master's  Degree  in  Education  or  a 
related  field,  with  a  minimum  of  three  years  experience  as  a  Principal 
and  a  North  Carolina  Principal  License,  or  eligibility  for  a  North 
Carolina  License. 

•  The  candidates  must  have  superior  communication  and 
interpersonal  skills  and  be  knowledgeable  in  current  areas  of  learning, 
teaching  and  professional  development. 

Send  a  cover  letter  stating  interest  and  qualifications  for  the 
position,  a  current  resume,  and  a  statement  of  educational  philosophy, 
along  with  salary  requirements  and  2  or  3  references  including  names, 
addresses,  e-mails  and  phone  numbers  by  mail  to: 


Principal  Search  Committee 
940  Carmichael  Street 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  27514 


Or  by  email  to:  STMprincipalsearch@st-thomasmore.org 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  the  position  is  filled. 


920  Carmichael  St.,  Chapel  hill.  NC  27514 
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"Your  Catholic  Store" 


Serving  the  people  &  parishes  of  the  Carolinas 
and  the  worldwide  web  for  20  years. 

OPEN  MONDAYS  -  SATURDAYS  10-6  FOR  ADVENT 

A  complete  selection  for  the  Catholic  shopper. 


your  Jontanini  lHeadquarters\ 

featuring  (Beautiful  9\[ativities,  a  large  selection  of 
ftdvent  Wreaths,  Cards,  Ornaments,  Statuary, 
Inspirational  (Boo  fa  &  Qifts. 


Toll  Free  Order  Line:  1-800-735-4566 

Please  visit  us  online  at: 

www.inhisname.com 

FREE  SHIPPING  IN  THE  US  FOR  ONLINE  ORDERS  OVER  $60 


e  have  improved  our  website  to  facilitate 
your  obtaining  required  information  to  make  a 
stock  donation  to  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  Our  stock 
donation  instruction  form  (including  our  current 
account  number)  is  available  on  our  website  at: 


Once  on  the  website  homepage, 
select  "Giving." 
The  stock  donation  form  is  located  in 
the  "Outright/Current  Giving"  section  of  the 
"Giving  Overview." 

Please  fully  complete  the  two  page  form  and  provide  it 
directly  to  your  broker  to  execute  your  transaction. 

We  can  not  execute  transactions  on  your  behalf. 
In  addition,  please  send  a  copy  of  the  completed  form 

to  the  Diocese  at  the  address  listed  on  the  form. 

If  you  have  any  difficulty  obtaining  the  form  from  the 

website  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact: 
Dave  Winters  •  (919)  821 -9725  •  dave.winters@raldioc.org 
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Get  into  the  spirit/  of  living  at  Pennybyrn 


Come  see  why  Pennybyrn  at  Maryfield  is  the 
community  of  choice  for  Catholic  Retirees! 

•  Daily  Mass 

•  Perpetual  Eucharistic  Adoration  Chapel 

•  Peace  Chapel  for  Meditation 

•  Apartment  Homes  and  Cottages 

•  Fine  and  Casual  Dining 

•  Opportunities  for  Volunteerism 

•  Social  and  Spiritual  Activities 

•  Fitness  and  Wellness  Focus 

•  Full  Continuum  of  Care 

•  And  so  much  more! 


Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 

peNNYBYKKl 

\Jj5f         at  M    A    R    Y    F    I     E    1  D 

Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  Cod 


Visit  us  today,  or  call  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.org 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 

Located  less  than  a  mile  from  downtown  Jamestown  and 
only  10  minutes  from  Greensboro.  All  faiths  welcome. 


Come  tour  our  cfl&fVTll/t^s cottage  neighborhood. 


The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  is  now  on  Facebook  to  share  news,  stories,  photos  and  video  from 
across  Eastern  North  Carolina.  Find  us  at  www.facebook.com/dioceseofraleigh. 


T^St}  please 


recycle 


m    the  bishop 


How  Great  Is  God's  Love  for  Us! 


When  we  recite  the  Creed  at  Mass  on  Christmas, 
the  Church  invites  us  to  genuflect  at  the  words, 
"By  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  He  was  born  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  and  became  man."  No  wonder 
we  fall  on  our  knees  at  these  words  for  they  proclaim  central 
truths  of  our  faith:  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  the  Son  of 
Mary  and  the  Savior  of  the  World. 

In  a  powerful  way,  Christmas  celebrates  God's 
profound  love  for  us,  a  love  so  great  that  He  sent 
His  only  Son  to  abide  with  us,  to  forgive  our  sins, 
to  guide  us  in  His  truth  and  justice,  to  give  us  the 
peace  and  joy  the  world  cannot  provide,  and  to 
offer  us  life  without  end.  It  is  not  enough  for  us 
simply  to  reflect  upon  the  gift  that  Jesus  is  for  us 
and  all  of  humanity;  we  must  allow  it  to  impact  our 
lives  each  and  every  day. 

The  precious  gift  of  God's  love  for  us  is 
celebrated  in  the  Church  as  He  perfectly  reveals 
Himself  in  His  Word  and  in  the  Sacraments,  most 

especially  in 

The  precious  gift  of  God's  love  for 
us  is  celebrated  in  the  Church  as 
He  perfectly  reveals  Himself  in 
His  Word  and  in  the  Sacraments, 

most  especially  in  the  gift  of 
the  Eucharist. 


the  gift  of  the 
Eucharist.  I  am 
edified  each 
Christmas 
to  see  the 
number  of 
individuals  and 
families  who 
■■■■■Mji^^HHHH  are 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^m    for  Mass 

on  this  sacred  day.  Such  presence  reflects  your 
understanding  that  there  is  a  place  of  honor  for  all 
of  you,  dear  friends,  in  the  community  of  Christ's 
Church.  Jesus  needs  you.  He  needs  you  here 
week  after  week  to  worship  Him,  to  adore  Him 
and  to  allow  Him  to  nourish  you  with  the  gift  of 
Himself.  If  for  any  reason  you  have  been  unable 
to  be  at  Mass  on  a  weekly  basis,  perhaps  the 
renewed  promise  to  do  so  is  the  only  gift  Jesus  is 
asking  from  you  as  you  celebrate  His  birth. 

The  gift  that  Jesus  is  for  the  world  is  celebrated 
when  we  reflect  in  our  lives  a  profound  respect 


for  the  sacred ness  of  all 
human  life.  The  humanity 
which  Jesus  embraced  in 
the  womb  of  the  Virgin  is  a 
humanity  worthy  of  honor, 
respect  and  love.  Everyone 
who  possesses  that 
humanity  possesses  dignity, 
regardless  of  race  or 

  ethnic  background,  gender, 

culture,  wealth  or  education.  A  human  being  is 
precious  in  the  sight  of  God  not  because  of  what 
he  or  she  achieves  in  life,  but  because  of  the 
humanity  that  every  woman,  man  and  child  shares 
with  the  Son  of  Mary,  who  is  the  Son  of  God. 

Thus,  we  must  work  tirelessly  to  protect  and 
to  defend  life,  especially  the  life  of  the  unborn 
and  the  lives  of  the  most  vulnerable.  Throughout 
the  year,  and  especially  in  this  sacred  season,  so 
many  of  you  provide  tremendous  outreach  to  the 
poor,  hungry,  homeless  and  needy  in  our  midst. 
Pray  God  that  this  powerful  demonstration  of 
our  belief  in  the  dignity  of  each  and  every  person 
continues  to  address  their  needs. 

I  also  take  this  occasion  to  invite  you  to  join  me 
as  we  publicly  celebrate  and  defend  the  sacredness 
of  all  human  life  next  month:  Saturday,  January  1  5, 
201  1  -  Mass  at  Saint  Joseph  Parish  followed  by 
the  Youth  Rally  for  Life  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral 
and  the  NC  Rally  and  March  for  Life;  Monday, 
January  24,  201  1  -  Mass  for  Life  at  the  Basilica  of 
the  National  Shrine  of  the  Immaculate  Conception 
followed  by  the  March  for  Life  in  Washington,  DC. 
Your  presence  would  truly  be  a  gift  of  self  to  our 
loving  God,  giver  of  life. 

"By  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  He  was  born 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  became  man."  May  the 
realization  of  how  much  God  loves  us  cause  us  to 
fall  on  our  knees  each  Christmas  and  every  day  of 
our  lives  and  to  celebrate  with  renewed  faith  the 
gift  that  Jesus  Christ  is  for  us  and  all  of  humanity! 
Through  the  intercession  of  Mary  Our  Mother  and 
Saint  Joseph,  may  Our  Lord  Jesus  abundantly 
bless  you  with  His  peace  as  we  celebrate  His  birth 
and  throughout  the  New  Year. 


Liturgical  Calendar:  St.  Francis  Xavw 
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Touched  by 
Angels 

The  Gabriel  Project 

offers  hope  and 
support  to  mothers 
and  fathers  who  have 
made  the  choice 
for  Life 


el    hispano  Catdlico 


OO  iYa  que  usted  lo 
mm  pregunta! 


Obispo 
mbO  Burbidge 


el  hispano 
feTP  Catdlico 


►►  cTiene  Dios  ►►  iQue  grande  es  el 

Favoritos  6  Preferidos?    Amor  de  Dios  para  con 

-  Padre  Ronald  Rolheiser,  O.M.I  NOSOtfOS! 

-  Obispo  Michael  E  Burbidge 


►►  Tocados  por  Angeles 
El  Proyecto  Gabriel 
brinda  esperanza  y 
apoyo  a  las  madres 
y  los  padres  que  han 
idb  la  Vida 
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marriage  matters 

She  says:  "He's  gained  weight,  and 
I'm  not  attracted  to  him  anymore." 
He  says:  "I'm  too  stressed  to 
exercise."  What  do  they  do? 

-  Tom  and  Jo  Anne  Fogle 
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30  Collaborating  to  Build  God's 
Kingdom  -  St.  Francis  of  Assisi, 
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Catholic  Charities  Presents 
Carey  Award  to  Bill  and  Ann  Werdel 


On  Thursday  night,  October  28th, 
Catholic  Charities  of  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  presented  the  annual 
John  J.  Carey  Award  to  Bill  and 
Ann  Werdel  of  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  Parish 
in  Raleigh.  The  Carey  Award  is  presented  each 
year  to  individuals  who  have  made  outstand- 
ing contributions  to  social  ministry  in  the 
Diocese  of  Raleigh  and  shown  a  strong  com- 
mitment to  the  Church's  social  mission. 


The  Werdels  were  nomi- 
nated for  the  award  by,  among 
others,  Fr.  Dan  Oschwald,  Rec- 
tor of  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral; 
Msgr.  Jerry  Sherba,  Judicial 
Vicar  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Diocese,  and  former  Rector  of 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral;  and 
Rick  Miller-Haraway,  Director 
of  the  Raleigh  Regional  Office 
of  Catholic  Charities. 


Msgr.  Sherba  recalled 
meeting  the  Werdels  as  he 
was  beginning  his  ministry  at 
Sacred  Heart.  "They  came  to 
me  with  a  proposal."  he  said. 
"They  would  work  for  one  dol- 
lar a  year  and  begin  a  ministry 
of  outreach  to  the  poor.  They 
would  be  Staff  members  -  thus 
the  one-dollar  "stipend"  -  with 
an  office  in  the  Parish  Center, 


(left  to  right)  Bishop  Michael  F. 
Burbidge,  Bill  and  Ann  Werdel; 
Kathleen  Walsh,  Director  of 
Catholic  Charities  of  the  Dio- 
cese of  Raleigh. 

where  there  would  be  direct 
contact  with  those  in  need. 

"What  grew  from  their 
proposal  came  to  be  called  'the 
Door  Fund'  (but  most  people 
refer  to  it  as  'the  Open  Door'). 
It's  supported  by  second 
collections  at  the  Cathedral 
as  well  as  people  who  gener- 
ously donate  directly.  Each 
person  who  comes  is  greeted, 
offered  a  seat,  a  drink,  maybe 
something  light  to  eat  and  is 
interviewed.  While  no  money 
is  given  directly  to  the  person, 
monies  are  forwarded  to  land- 
lords, utility  companies,  etc. 
Sometimes  bills  are  paid  in  full; 
most  of  the  time  something  is 
given  so  that  the  person  does 
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Solemnity  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  tti 


Bishop  Burbidge  presents  CCHD  Local  Grant  to  Susan  Park- 
man,  representing  Durham  Congregations  in  Action  YO  Youth 
internships  Program. 


not  lose  their  home  or  their 
utilities.  Emergency  bags 
of  food  are  given  out.  In  the 
winter,  coats  are  distributed. 

"There  have  been  count- 
less times  I  have  heard  folks 
who  come  to  Cathedral  say 
that  this  was  the  first  (and 
sometimes  the  only)  time 
they  were  treated  as  persons; 
treated  with  dignity  and  re- 
spect. The  Werdels  personify 
this  respect.  Thanks  to  them, 
the  Cathedral  is  the  only 
Church  in  downtown  Raleigh 
that  relates  directly  to  those 
people  in  need  and  helps 
them  personally." 

Fr.  Oschwald  echoed 
Msgr.  Sherba.  "An  army  of 
parishioners  would  testify  on 
their  behalf,"  he  said  in  his 
letter  of  nomination.  "But  the 
best  testimony  comes  from 
the  countless  hundreds  if  not 
thousands  they  have  assisted 
in  their  years  of  ministry  here 
at  Cathedral.  One  conversa- 
tion with  just  one  of  these 
folks  reveals  the  depth  of 
devotion,  love  and  service 
Bill  and  Ann  have  for  pro- 
claiming the  Gospel  in  action. 
They  are  an  inspiration  to  me 
in  my  priestly  ministry  and 
are  genuine  witnesses  of  the 
Lord's  call  to  feed  the  hungry, 
shelter  the  homeless,  take 
care  of  the  downtrodden." 

Rick  Miller-Haraway  noted 
that  the  Werdels'  service 
goes  beyond  their  parish. 
"Bill  and  Ann  are  active  in 
advocacy  for  peace  and 
justice  issues  throughout  the 
community,"  he  said.  "They 
are  frequent  visitors  to  City 
Council  and  County  Com- 
missioner meetings  when 
issues  of  justice  for  the  poor 
are  being  considered.  They 
are  active  participants  and 
leaders  in  Congregations  for 
Social  Justice.  They  are  active 
in  the  advocacy  efforts  to  end 
homelessness  and  to  increase 


affordable  housing.  They  are 
also  active  in  People  of  Faith 
Against  the  Death  Penalty  and 
in  efforts  to  promote  compre- 
hensive immigration  reform.  If 
there  is  an  injustice  occurring 
in  their  community,  you  will 
find  Bill  and  Ann  on  the  fore- 
front of  working  to  bring  about 
justice." 

"I  am  really  grateful 
for  the  honor,"  said  Mrs. 
Werdel.  "I'm  grateful  to 
Monsignor  Jerry  and  to  Fr. 
Dan  who  have  offered  us 
such  an  amazing  place  to 
be  both  with  God  and  the 
poor  at  Sacred  Heart."  In 
her  acceptance,  she  urged 
others  to  "open  the  door 
and  encounter  the  poor  by 
name.  Open  the  door,  and 
risk  being  overwhelmed, 
because  God  and  the  poor 
are  overwhelming,"  she 
said.  "Have  the  courage 
and  trust  to  know  that  we 
don't  have  personal  or 
parish  resources.  It's  only 
in  experiencing  the  failure 
and  allowing  ourselves  to 
be  overwhelmed  that  we 
are  drawn  in  to  the  larger 
community." 

"This  thoroughly  and  com- 
pletely is  a  parish  ministry," 
added  Mr.  Werdel.  "Ann 
and  I  have  simply  had  the 
privilege  to  be  a  part  of  it, 
and  we  have  no  illusions  that 
we  are  accepting  this  award 
on  anyone's  behalf  except 
Sacred  Heart  Cathedral."  He 
noted,  "Sharing  our  time  and 
our  treasure  with  those  who 
have  nothing  is  a  great  gift, 
not  to  them,  but  to  us." 

The  Carey  Award  was 
presented  during  the  annual 
Diocesan  Catholic  Cam- 
paign for  Human  Develop- 
ment Banquet.  Among  those 
present  were  Bishop  Michael 
F.  Burbidge,  Sacred  Heart 
staff,  Open  Door  volunteers 
and  Catholic  Center  staff. 


2010  CCHD  Grants 

Awarded  to  Eight 
Local  Agencies 

Eight  organizations  that  provide 
a  range  of  assistance  to  those  in 
need  are  the  recipients  of  the 
2010  Diocesan  Catholic  Cam- 
paign for  Human  Development  (CCHD) 
grants,  presented  Thursday,  October  28  at 
a  banquet  held  at  St.  Michael  the  Archangel 
Catholic  Church  in  Cary.  The  CCHD  is  the 
Catholic  Church's  domestic  anti-poverty, 
social  justice  program.  Its  mission  is  to  ad- 
dress the  root  causes  of  poverty  in  America 
through  promotion  and  support  of  commu- 
nity-controlled, self-help  organizations  and 
through  transformative  education. 


The  grants  are  made  possible  by  donations  to  the  annual 
CCHD  Collection  taken  up  by  dioceses  throughout  the  country 
in  November.  Twenty-five  percent  of  the  collection  remains  in 
the  Diocese  to  help  community  organizations  whose  mission  is 
to  provide  services  to  the  poor  and  disenfranchised.  Seventy- 
five  percent  is  sent  to  the  national  CCHD  office  for  use  in 
providing  national  grants.  This  year,  two  organizations  in  the  Di- 
ocese of  Raleigh  were  national  grant  recipients:  Triangle  CAN 
and  Community  Success  Initiative,  both  based  in  the  Triangle. 
The  two  national  grants  totaled  $90,000.  In  2009,  the  total 


jrgin  Mary  Dec.  8  St.  Juan  Diego,  hermit  Dec.  9   St.  Damasus  I,  pope  Dec.  1 1    Feast  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Dec.  1 2   St.  Lucy,  virgin  and  martyr  Dec.  1 3 


Diocesan  CCHD  Collection 
amounted  to  $  1 04,84 1 .73. 

The  eight  local  grant  recipi- 
ents are: 

•  Step  Up  Ministry  Life 
Skills  Course,  Raleigh 

-  Attempts  to  break  the 
generational  cycle  of  pov- 
erty by  empowering  adults 
and  children  to  develop 
life-sustaining  skills.  The 
program  assists  clients  in 
setting  goals,  reducing  debt, 
finding  affordable  housing 
and  applying  for  voca- 
tional advancement  grants. 
CCHD  funding  will  provide 
for  continued  Life  Skills 
training  for  over  1  20  adults 
and  200  children. 

■  Wake  County  Interfaith 
Hospitality  Network 
Aftercare  Program  for 
Homeless,  Raleigh  - 

Provides  stability  to  home- 
less families  as  they  work 
toward  permanent  indepen- 
dence. WIHN  accomplishes 
its  mission  by  providing 
shelter,  meals,  and  case 
management.  It  assists  each 
family  in  the  transition  from 
homelessness  to  self-suffi- 
ciency. Funds  from  CCHD 
will  be  used  for  an  aftercare 
program  that  addresses  the 
need  for  ongoing  support 
to  improve  probability  that 
families  maintain  their  per- 
manent housing  and  prevent 
recurrence  of  homeless- 
ness. 

■  Feed  His  Sheep/Stellar 
Peer  Recovery  Ministry, 
Clayton  -  A  drop-in  center 
that  supports  individuals  with 
substance  and  mental  health 
disabilities.  The  Center 
provides  several  services 
that  meet  the  needs  of  those 
challenged  by  mental  illness. 
The  individuals  participating 
in  the  program  are  low- 


income.  Funds  from  CCHD 
will  be  used  to  provide  for 
a  certified  paid  facilitator 
trainer  to  teach  peer-support 
training. 

■  Hoke  Reading/Literacy 
Council,  Raeford  -  "Stu- 
dents +  Technology  = 
Success"  program  provides 
the  citizens  of  Hoke  County 
with  reading,  writing  and 
computer  skills  to  enable 
them  to  have  a  better  quality 
of  life.  The  Council  is  able  to 
reach  those  who  fall  through 
the  cracks  in  the  govern- 
mental and  school  systems. 
The  majority  of  the  students 
is  poor  and  low-income 
and  read  at  a  second-grade 
level.  Funds  from  CCHD 
will  be  used  to  purchase  the 
Kurzeweil  3000  learning 
software,  which  is  a  proven 
resource  used  in  all  levels  of 
educational  settings. 

•  Durham  Congregations 
in  Action  YO  Youth  In- 
ternships Program,  Dur- 
ham -  Seeks  to  increase 
the  rate  of  high  school 
graduation  among  students 
and  their  peer  groups,  to 
increase  enrollment  in  post- 
secondary  education  among 
participants,  to  increase 
workplace  readiness  and 
to  decrease  the  number 
of  students  appearing  in 
the  criminal  justice  system. 
Funds  from  CCHD  will  be 
used  to  provide  two  intern- 
ships for  students  working 
6-7  hours  a  week.  Students 
will  work  with  mentors  while 
completing  meaningful  work. 

■  Catholic  Charities  Ac- 
tive Parenting  Project, 
Fayetteville  -  Works  with 
isolated  and  marginalized 
families  within  the  com- 
munity enabling  them  to 
access  needed  services. 


The  goals  of  the  program 
include  establishing  a  way 
of  life  within  a  violence-free 
environment.  The  grant  is 
to  be  used  to  support  these 
families  with  active  parent- 
ing skills  so  as  to  prevent 
family  violence.  Gradu- 
ates of  the  program  will  be 
encouraged  to  assist  with 
the  planning,  marketing  and 
facilitation  of  future  parent- 
ing classes.  The  program 
is  an  extension  of  Catholic 
Charities  Family  Support 
Services. 

•  St.  Julia's  Language  Insti- 
tute, Siler  City  -  Program 
to  develop  leadership  and 
bi-lingual  communica- 
tion. The  parish  has  a  high 
population  of  Hispanics, 
many  of  whom  are  poor  and 
low-income.  The  Institute  will 
bring  together  the  Hispanic 
and  Anglo  communities  and 
provide  for  greater  com- 
munication and  ministry. 
CCHD  funds  will  be  used 
to  formalize  the  program 
and  pay  for  an  instructor  and 
materials. 

•  Voces  Latinas  Child 
Care  Provider  Program, 
Wilmington  -  A  grassroots 
non-profit  agency  that  offers 
an  ESL  program,  col- 
laborating with  Cape  Fear 
Community  College.  The 
classes  provide  a  way  of  self 
development  for  women 
who  come  from  very  poor 
environments.  Because  of 
the  culture  of  Latina  women, 
it  is  difficult  for  them  to  leave 
their  children  with  others 
outside  the  family.  Voces 
Latinas  has  been  able  to 
secure  a  Latina  woman  to 
provide  childcare  on  site. 
Funds  from  CCHD  will 
provide  a  stipend  for  this 
person. 

Representatives  from  six 


of  the  eight  local  organiza- 
tions were  present  to  receive 
the  grant  checks  and  briefly 
describe  the  mission  of  their 
agencies.  Following  their 
presentations,  the  Most  Rev- 
erend Michael  F.  Burbidge 
commended  them  and  all 
who  are  associated  with  the 
work  of  the  Catholic  Cam- 
paign for  Human  Develop- 
ment, including  the  thousands 
in  the  Diocese  who  contribute 
annually  to  the  important  col- 
lection. "Through  it,  we  give 
glory  to  God,"  Bishop  Bur- 
bidge said,  "by  imitating  the 
One  He  sent  as  the  perfect 
example  to  love  without  mea- 
sure, to  love  without  cost." 

Bishop  Burbidge  noted 
the  focus  of  the  eight  grant 
recipients  acknowledging  the 
great  work  that  is  going  on 
in  our  community  by  dedi- 
cated, generous  and  faithful 
people.  "For  any  small  way 
the  Catholic  Campaign  for 
Human  Development  can 
play  in  helping  you  give  glory 
to  God,"  the  Bishop  said,  "is  a 
great  privilege  for  us." 

On  October  26,  2010, 
the  Most  Reverend  Roger 
Morin,  Bishop  of  Biloxi  and 
Chairman  of  the  USCCB 
bishops'  subcommittee  for 
the  Catholic  Campaign  for 
Human  Development  con- 
ducted a  telephone  news 
conference  explaining  the 
review  and  revised  policy 
procedures  regarding  the 
issuance  of  CCHD  grants. 
The  revised  policies  are  in 
response  to  questions  and 
concerns  that  arose  the 
past  three  years  pertain- 
ing to  several  grants  that 
were  issued.  In  the  news 
conference,  Bishop  Morin 
emphasized  the  guiding 
principles  which  support 
CCHD  grants  and  cited  10 
commitments  regarding  the 
grants. 
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St.  John  of  the  Cross,  priest  and  doctor  40, 


Two  National  Collections 
Express  Gratitude  for 
Diocesan  Support 


The  201  1  Catholic  Campaign 
for  Human  Development  Collection 
(CCHD)  is  scheduled  to  take  place 
November  1  3-1  4  in  parishes 
throughout  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh. 
Last  year's  collection  in  the  Diocese 
amounted  to  $104,841 .73. 
Seventy-five  percent  was  forwarded 
to  the  U.S.  Bishops'  CCHD  national 
office,  with  25  percent  remaining 
in  the  Diocese  for  local  grants  to 
organizations  whose  mission  is  to 
provide  self-help  services  to  the 
poor  and  disenfranchised.  (See  local 
CCHD  grant  story.) 

In  a  letter  of  appreciation,  the  Most 
Reverend  Roger  P.  Morin,  Bishop 
of  Biloxi  and  Chairman  of  the  United 
States  Bishops'  Subcommittee  on 
the  CCHD,  noted  how  the  number 
of  people  living  in  poverty  in  our 
nation  has  increased  from  39.8 
million  to  43.6  million  in  2009. 
Bishop  Morin  wrote,  "CCHD's 
partnership  with  those  living  in 
poverty  is  a  concrete  way  we  carry 
out  Pope  Benedict's  call  to  place 
commitment  to  the  poor  at  the 
center  of  Catholic  life." 

Bishop  Morin  said  the  Campaign 
has  undergone  an  extensive  review, 
which  includes  a  response  to  the 
concerns  about  some  CCHD 
funding  policies  that  he  is  hopeful 
will  reassure  pastors  as  well  as 
Catholic  faithful  that  their  continued 
support  for  the  CCHD  will  be 
used  wisely  and  carefully  and  in 
full  accord  with  Catholic  moral  and 
social  teaching.  The  CCHD  Review 
and  Renewal  document  is  available 
at  the  USCCB  web  site. 

The  Diocese  also  received  a 
letter  of  gratitude  from  the  Black 
and  Indian  Collection  for  Diocesan 
support  of  the  201 0  collection, 
which  amounted  to  $77,379.53. 
The  annual  collection  is  used  to 
support  Bishops  in  poorer  dioceses 
in  their  evangelization  and  outreach 
ministries.  The  collection  is  taken  up 
on  the  First  Sunday  in  Lent. 


m 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  E  Burbidge, 

Bishop  of  Raleigh,  cordially  invites  and  warmly  encourages 
all  the  Diocesan  faithful  to  demonstrate  their  respect 
for  human  life  at  these  events: 

Saturday,  January  1 5,  201 1 

■  Mass  for  Life,  8  a.m.  at  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh 

■  LML  Pro-life  Rally  for  High  School  Teens,  10:30  -  1  2:30  a.m. 

at  Cathedral  School  Hall,  Raleigh 

■  Raleigh  Rally  and  March  for  Life,  1  p.m.  Nash  Square,  Raleigh 

Monday,  January  24,  201 1 

■Mass  and  March  for  Life,  1  1 :30  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  in  Washington  D.C. 


my  1  if «  JOHNIOia 


WUab:  Pro-Life  Rally  for  High  School 
Teens 

WkeK:  January  15,  201 1 

10:30-  12:30 
Wkere:  Cathedral  School  Hall 

204  Hillsborough  Street 
Wko:  fro-Life  Office,  Diocese  of 
Raleigh 

919-64-5-4-4-3^,  for  wore 
IwvforwcxRoK 

Featuring  Music,  'DHnarvac  Youth  Leaders  andl 
You£h  Ministers 

Russ  Hoyh,  St.  Luke  Parish  Youth  Minister,  Raleigh 
Ooe  Farrls,  St.  Peter  Parish  Youth  Minister, 
Crreenvllle 

AnabeL  Hernandez,  IHocesan  Hispanic  Youth  Ministry 

6oar<A 

Carrie  Paur,  President  of  Carolina  Students  for 

Life 


:h  Dec.  1 4  St.  Peter  Canisius,  priest  and  doctor  of  the  Church  Dec.  21  j  St.  John  of  Kanty,  priest  Dec.  23  !  Solemnity  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Lord  Dec.  25 


Seven  Diocesan  Seminarians 
Receive  Cassocks 


On  Saturday,  October  30,  201 0,  Saint  Charles  Bor- 
romeo  Seminary  in  Philadelphia  celebrated  Cassock  Day, 
when  first-year  seminarians  receive  their  cassocks  to  wear  on 
campus.  Thirty-two  seminarians  from  eight  Dioceses  were 
among  those  receiving  the  clerical  robes. 

The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  had  seven  seminarians  receiving 
their  cassocks  this  year:  Marlon  Mendieta,  Steven  Cartwright, 
John  Kane,  Brian  Wright,  Tim  Ahn,  Myles  Casanova  and 
Jimmy  Magee. 

The  black  cassock  worn  by  seminarians  and  priests  is  a 
long,  close  fitting,  ankle-length  robe  and  takes  its  origin  from 
the  tunic  that  was  worn  under  the  toga  in  classical  antiquity. 
The  color  of  the  cassock  differs  for  Cardinals,  Bishops,  and 
Monsignors  when  serving  at  liturgies.  When  at  non-liturgical 
functions,  a  Cardinal,  Bishop  or  Monsignor  may  don  a  black 
cassock  with  colored  buttons,  trimmings  and  sash  that  repre- 
sent their  title.  The  Holy  Father  wears  a  white  cassock. 


Above:  (front  row)  Deacon  Brendan  Buckler,  Msgr.  John 
Williams,  Father  Shaun  Mahoney  (Rector),  Father  Joseph 
Bongard  (Vice  Rector),  Father  Ned  Shlesinger;  (second  row) 
Marlon  Mendieta,  Steven  Cartwright,  John  Kane,  Brian  Wright; 
(third  row)  Tim  Ahn,  Myles  Casanova,  Jimmy  Magee.  (Photo 
courtesy  of  S.  Webb  Photography) 


Bishop  Burbidge 
Celebrates  All  Souls 
Day  Mass  at  Parish 
Cemetery 


Above:  (left  to  right)  Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Cardi- 
nal Justin  Rigali,  Seminarian  Tom  Duggan,  Father  Shaun  L. 
Mahoney,  Rector  of  St.  Charles  Seminary  (Courtesy  S.  Webb 
Photography). 


Diocesan 

Seminarian  Admitted 
to  Candidacy 


,  Diocesan  Seminarian 
Tom  Duggan  was  received 
into  Admission  to  Candi- 
dacy on  November  4  in 
a  ceremony  held  at  Saint 
Charles  Borromeo  Semi- 
nary in  Philadelphia.  The 
Admission  to  Candidacy 
rite  offers  the  candidates  for 
ordination  the  opportunity  to 
publicly  express  their  intention  to  receive  ordination  to  the 
Priesthood.  Cardinal  Justin  Rigali  of  Philadelphia  presided 
at  the  Mass  and  the  Admission  ceremony.  Bishop  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  concelebrated. 


-  y  The  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge  celebrated 
Mass  on  the  Feast  of  All  Souls  Day  at  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe 
Church  in  Newton  Grove,  as  he  has  each  year  since  his  instal- 
lation as  the  fifth  Bishop  of  Raleigh.  The  liturgy  was  conducted 
at  an  altar  constructed  in  1 994  near  the  burial  site  of  Bishop 
Vincent  S.  Waters,  third  Bishop  of  Raleigh.  Sixteen  diocesan 
priests  and  one  religious  are  also  buried  in  the  parish  cemetery. 
Nineteen  priests  of  the  Diocese  concelebrated  the  Mass,  includ- 
ing Msgr.  David  D.  Brockman,  Vicar  General,  and  Father  Patrick 
Keane,  Pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Church. 

Prior  to  the  1  1  a.m.  Mass,  Bishop  Burbidge  noted  on  Twitter, 
"We  believe  in  the  communion  of  all  the  faithful:  pilgrims  on 
earth;  dead  being  purified  and  the  blessed  in  Heaven—all  form- 
ing one  Church!" 

He  reiterated  that  truth  in  his  homily,  noting  that  the  living  are 
pilgrims  on  earth.  He  explained,  "Today,  in  a  special  way,  we  are 
reminded  that  our  life  here  and  now  is  merely  a  journey  to  the 
dwelling  place  the  Lord  has  prepared  for  us  from  the  beginning 
of  time.  It  is  our  sacred  duty,"  he  continued,  "to  pray  for  the  dead 
being  purified  as  we  do  today  for  Bishop  Waters,  our  beloved 
priests  and  all  of  the  faithful  departed.  We  pray  that  they  may 
be  forgiven  of  all  their  sins  and  enjoy  the  fullness  of  life  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven." 

Following  Mass,  the  priests  and  faithful  in  attendance  followed 
Bishop  Burbidge  in  procession  as  he  blessed  the  gravesites  of 
Bishop  Waters,  the  deceased  priests  and  all  who  are  buried  in 
the  cemetery.  During  the  procession,  Bishop  Burbidge  carried 
the  crosier  of  Bishop  Waters. 
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Death  of 
Sister 
Paula  Marie 
MacDonnell, 
OSF 

Sister  Paula 
Marie  MacDon- 
nell, 83,  died 
in  Aston,  Pa.,  on  October  1 6.  She  had 
been  a  professed  member  of  the  Sisters 
of  St.  Francis  of  Philadelphia  for  54 
years.  Sister  Paula  (Pauline  Theresa 
MacDonnell)  was  bom  in  Dorchester, 
Massachusetts,  professed  her  first  vows 
in  1 956  and  served  primarily  in  educa- 
tion, both  on  elementary  and  secondary 
levels,  and  in  parish  ministry.  A  large  por- 
tion of  her  service  was  in  the  Archdiocese 
of  Philadelphia,  where  she  served  for  1 9 
years.  She  served  at  Holy  Spirit  Parish  in 
Jacksonville,  NC,  from  1 979  to  1 986. 


Death  of 

Father 

Willard 

Rucinski, 

OSFS 


i  Father  Wil- 
lard F.  Rucinski, 
O.S.F.S.,  died 
October  30.  The  Mass  of  Christian  Burial 
for  Father  Rucinski  was  held  Wednesday, 
November  3,  at  St.  Hedwig  Church  in 
WImington,  Delaware. 

Father  Rucinski  served  in  the  Diocese 
of  Raleigh  for  1 4  years  as  Pastor  of 
St.  Elizabeth  Ann  Seton  in  Fayetteville. 
He  retired  in  June  and  returned  to  the 
Oblates  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales,  where  he 
was  residing  at  the  Salesianum  School 
Faculty  House.  Ordained  a  priest  in 
Rome  in  1 965,  Father  Rucinski  spent 
more  than  40  years  as  a  Catholic  school 
teacher,  Salesianum  administrator,  semi- 
nary professor  and  pastor  in  schools  and 
churches  along  the  East  Coast. 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge  attended  the  funeral  Mass,  joined 
by  members  of  the  Oblates  who  are 
serving  in  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  The 
Bishop  asks  the  faithful  in  the  Diocese  to 
pray  for  Father  Rucinski,  the  parishioners 
of  St.  Elizabeth  Ann  Seton  and  the  Oblate 
community. 


Mother  Assumpta  Long, 
O.P.,  Visits  Wake  Forest 


Mother  Assumpta  Long,  OP, 
Prioress  General  of  the  Dominican 
Sisters  of  Mary,  Mother  of  the  Eucha- 
rist, was  in  Wake  Forest  on  October 
29-30  for  the  Catholic  Education 
Conference  sponsored  by  the  partner 
NAPCIS  Schools  of  All  Saints 
Academy  and  St.  Catherine  of  Siena 
Catholic  School. 

Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  and  Fr.  Phil- 
lip M.  Tighe,  Pastor  of  St.  Catherine 
of  Siena  Parish,  greeted  Mother 
Assumpta  upon  her  arrival. 

The  conference  at  St.  Catherine  of 
Siena  drew  Catholic  School  teachers 
and  parents  and  homeschooling  par- 
ents. Friday  night  began  with  Holy  Hour  and  Benediction.  The  evening  included 
a  band  concert  on  the  lawn  and  a  welcome  to  Mother  Assumpta,  followed  by 
a  presentation  from  Dr.  Ray  Guarendi,  a  clinical  psychologist  and  authority  on 
parenting  and  behavioral  issues.  His  talk  was  entitled  "Standing  Strong  as  a 
Parent."  The  conference  agenda  for  Saturday  included  seminars  facilitated 
by  Mother  Assumpta;  Dr.  Guarendi;  Dr.  Dan  Guernsey,  Headmaster  of  the 
Donahue  Academy  in  Naples,  FL;  Celina  Manville  of  All  Saints  Academy;  and 
Christina  Preskenis  of  St.  Catherine  of  Siena  School. 

Mother  Assumpta  said  that  the  founding  of  her  Congregation  was  inspired  by 
Pope  John  Paul  II 's  call  for  the  "new  evangelization."  Four  Dominican  Sisters 
-  Mother  Assumpta,  Sister  Joseph  Andrew  Boganowicz,  Sister  Mary  Samuel 
Handwerker  and  Sister  John  Dominic  Rasmussen  -  instituted  the  Sisters  of 
Mary,  Mother  of  the  Eucharist  in  1 997. 

"We  are  consecrated  women  first,  and  so  our  foremost  model  is  Mary,  the 
Mother  of  God,"  said  Mother  Assumpta.  "Inspired  by  the  charism  of  St.  Domi- 
nic, our  prayer  life  comes  first,  and  our  apostolic  mission  overflows  from  con- 
templation nourished  before  the  Eucharist."  After  their  canonical  establishment, 
the  Sisters  began  teaching  in  the  Diocese  of  Lansing,  Ml.  Their  house  was  built 
for  1 00  Sisters,  but  since  the  Congregation's  establishment,  its  membership 
now  stands  at  1  1 3. 

Due  to  the  Order's  growth,  the  Sisters  are  looking  to  establish  a  House  of 
Studies  to  enable  the  Sisters  to  continue  their  professional  education  studies  in 
a  monastic  setting.  They  are  currently  investigating  the  purchase  of  the  Pope 
John  Paul  II  Cultural  Center  in  Washington,  D.C  "At  first  we  said  no,  but  the 
opportunity  keeps  coming  back,"  said  Mother.  "It  seems  like  God  has  another 
plan  for  us!" 

Twenty-two  women  entered  the  community  this  past  September.  "It's  a  Pope 
John  Paul  II  generation.  He  really  put  youth  on  fire,"  said  Mother,  explaining 
the  strong  response  to  the  Order.  "There  are  so  many  young  women  who  want 
to  give  their  life  to  God,  and  we  have  a  great  vocation  director."  Each  year,  the 
Order  hosts  three  24-hour  discernment  retreats  for  women  ages  1  6-32.  "We 
have  girls  flying  in  from  all  over  to  sleep  on  the  floor!"  Mother  smiled. 
Upcoming  Discernment  Retreats  for  the  Sisters  of  Mary,  Mother  of  the  Eucha- 
rist February,  12-13.  May  2 1  -22. 


ly  of  Jesus,  Mary  and  Joseph  Dec.  26  St.  Thomas  Becket,  bishop  and  martyr  Dec.  29  St.  Sylvester  I,  pope  Dec.  31 


Bishop  Blesses  Campus  Additions 
at  St  Thomas  More 


On  Saturday,  October  23,  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F. 
Burbidge  celebrated  a  vigil  Mass  at  St.  Thomas  More  Church  in 
Chapel  Hill  and  blessed  new  construction  in  the  church  and  on 
the  parish  campus. 

The  construction,  which  took  six  years  of  planning  and 
building  and  cost  almost  $1  2  million,  included  a  new  gym  and 
athletic  field,  a  columbarium,  an  art  and  music  building  for  St. 
Thomas  More  School,  and  a  parish  center  with  a  social  hall, 
meeting  rooms,  a  library,  a  nursery  and  new  parish  offices. 
The  expansion  added  about  50,000  square  feet  to  the  parish 
complex.  It  was  funded  by  donations,  savings  from  the  church 
and  a  loan  from  the  Diocese  of  Raleigh.  Careful  attention  was 
paid  during  the  construction  process  to  conserve  resources 


by  making  the  buildings  energy  efficient  and  to  protect  the 
environment. 

The  parish  also  built  a  new  tabernacle  in  the  church  sanctuary. 
Diocesan  norms  state  that  church  buildings  in  the  Diocese  are 
to  be  adapted  so  that  the  Blessed  Sacrament  is  reserved  in  the 
tabernacle  located  in  or  near  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  build- 
ing. The  tabernacle  at  St.  Thomas  More  is  placed  prominently 
and  symbolically  in  relation  to  the  altar,  the  crucifix,  the  baptismal 
font  and  the  stained  glass  window  depicting  the  Resurrection, 
so  as  to  "bridge  the  Paschal  Mystery  and  our  divine  worship," 
according  to  the  parish  Web  site. 

Concelebrating  the  Mass  with  Bishop  Burbidge  were  Fr.  John 
Durbin,  Pastor  of  St.  Thomas  More;  Msgr.  David  Brockman, 
Vicar  General  of  the  Diocese;  Msgr.  Michael  Clay,  former  Pastor 
of  St.  Thomas  More;  Fr.  Robert  Benko,  OFM  Conv,  Dean  of 
the  Piedmont  Deanery;  Fr.  Scott  McCue,  Assistant  Principal 
for  Spiritual  Life  at  Cardinal  Gibbons  High  School;  Fr.  Dan 
Oschwald,  Rector  of  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral;  and  Fr.  Romen 
Acero,  St.  Thomas  More's  Parochial  Vicar. 

In  his  homily,  the  Bishop  said,  "Throughout  the  parish  building 
project,  I  am  sure  you  often  stated  or  heard  the  words,  'This  is  a 
work  in  progress.'  Tonight's  Gospel  is  a  powerful  reminder  that 
we,  too,  are  'works  in  progress.'  That  phrase  helps  to  define  the 
conversion  to  which  we  are  all  called  in  and  through  our  Bap- 
tism. Conversion  is  an  ongoing  transformation  in  the  way  we  live; 
a  transformation  on  all  levels  of  human  living." 

Carlos  Lima,  Parish  Administrator  of  St.  Thomas  More,  said, 


St.  Luke  the  Evangelist  Parish  Celebrates  25th  Anniversary 


St.  Luke  the  Evangelist  Catholic  Church  in  Raleigh  celebrated  its  25th  anniversary  October 
15-17,  culminating  with  the  Most  Reverend  Michael  F.  Burbidge,  Bishop  of  Raleigh,  presiding 
at  the  1  1 :00  am  Mass  on  Sunday.  Concelebrants  were  Reverend  Robert  F.  Shea,  Founding 
Pastor,  1  985-1  994,  now  retired;  Reverend  Monsignor  David  D.  Brockman,  Vicar  General  and 
former  Pastor,  1  994-2002;  and  Very  Reverend  Joseph  G.  Mulroney,  Pastor,  2002-present. 
Father  Mulroney  was  Homilist. 

In  1  972,  a  committee  led  by  Father  Gerald  Lewis,  Pastor  of  St.  Raphael  the  Archangel 
Catholic  Church,  purchased  land  in  North  Raleigh  to  establish  the  mission  church  on  behalf 
of  the  Diocese.  From  1  984- 1  988,  weekend  Masses  were  celebrated  at  the  nearby  Raleigh 
Fireman's  Club  and  daily  Mass  was  often  held  in  Father  Shea's  home.  In  1 988,  a  multi-purpose 
building  was  constructed  and  dedicated  by  Bishop  F.  Joseph  Gossman. 

Over  time,  parishioners  created  outdoor  worship  and  meditation  space  on  the  church 
property,  including  Stations  of  the  Cross  and  a  grotto.  Under  the  leadership  of  Fr.  David 
Brockman,  the  Pastoral  Life  Center  was  built  to  accommodate  the  growing  parish. 

The  25th  Anniversary  weekend  began  on  Friday  night  with  a  concert  presented  by  the  Parish 
Choir  and  Orchestra.  Music  was  selected  to  represent  characteristics  of  the  St.  Luke  community. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Father  Shea,  Father  Mulroney,  Deacon  Michael  Sanchez,  the  pastoral 
staff  and  80  parishioners  attended  the  anniversary  dinner.  Former  pastors,  founding  families  and 
staff  were  recognized  through  a  slide  show.  Jeff  Rice,  Music  Director,  created  a  documentary 
video  for  the  event,  "Celebrating  25  Years  of  St.  Luke  History." 

"We  must  never  forget  the  hard  work  of  people  who  evangelized  us  in  our  lives.  We  are  stand- 
ing on  the  shoulders  of  so  many  people  who  made  this  parish  the  faith  community  that  it  is,"  said 
Father  Mulroney  in  his  homily. 

The  25th  anniversary  Mass  was  followed  by  a  Festival  Picnic  featuring  the  Dixieland  Band, 
food  and  games. 


40th  Anniversary 
Marked  at  Holy  Infant 
Parish  in  Durham 

On  October  1 4,  mem- 
bers of  Holy  Infant  Parish  in 
Durham  celebrated  the  com- 
munity's 40th  anniversary.  A 
Mass  of  Thanksgiving  was  cel- 
ebrated by  the  Most  Reverend 
Michael  F.  Burbidge.  Among 
the  concelebrants  were  Father 
James  Greenfield,  OSFS, 
Provincial  of  the  Oblates  of 
St.  Francis  de  Sales,  pastor 
Father  Joseph  T.  Brennan, 
OSFS,  former  Oblate  pastors, 
and  other  Oblate  and  Dioc- 
esan priests. 
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"This  project  opens  new  phase  for  service  and  spiritual  growth  in 
our  community.  And  it  has  been  a  deeply  fulfilling  and  humbling 
experience  to  be  able  to  be  part  of  a  project  of  this  magnitude  in 
service  of  the  Church." 

St.  Thomas  More  became  a  parish  in  1 940,  with  a  member- 
ship of  around  200,  most  students  at  UNC-Chapel  Hill.  Today 
some  2,500  families  call  St.  Thomas  More  their  spiritual  home, 
including,  Fr.  Durbin  said,  "a  vibrant  and  active  Hispanic  com- 
munity." But  the  changes,  according  to  the  pastor,  are  not  about 
numeric  growth,  but  about  serving  the  parish  and  the  wider  com- 
munity better. 

"The  parish  really  came  together  and  did  a  lot  of  hard  work 
to  make  this  all  happen,"  Fr.  Durbin  said.  "We  had  a  wonderful 
New  Building  Committee  and  great  leadership.  But  best  of  all 
is  that  the  parish  wants  to  make  certain  that  the  new  facilities  are 
used  for  the  wider  community,  and  as  an  outreach  for  evangeli- 
zation. Bishop  Burbidge  challenged  us  with  that  at  the  dedica- 
tion liturgy,  and  I  am  hopeful  that  the  parish  will  be  faithful  to  this 
vision." 

Meade  Christian,  co-Chair  of  the  New  Building  Committee, 
said,  "Father  Durbin  must  have  been  divinely  inspired  when  he 
put  together  our  committee  in  December,  2003,  because  during 
the  79  meetings  of  this  group  of  2 1  persons  of  different  ages, 
genders  and  areas  of  expertise,  I  never  heard  a  single  voice 
raised  in  anger  or  an  unkind  comment.  We  prayed  before  every 
meeting  that  God  would  use  us  as  His  servants  to  carry  out  His 
Will,  and  I  believe  that's  what  happened." 


Father  Greenfield  was 
the  homilist,  and  praised 
the  people  of  Holy  Infant 
for  "painting  a  picture  of 
God  by. . .  radiating  God's 
wide  compassion  and  letting 
your  love  embrace  beyond 
race,  creed,  gender,  religion, 
ideology,  orientation  and 
differences  of  every  kind.  By 
tending  to  'widows,  orphans, 
and  strangers,'  reaching  out  to 
those  most  vulnerable,  feeding 
the  hungry,  giving  drink  to  the 
thirsty,  visiting  the  sick  and  im- 
prisoned, working  for  justice. 
By  working  for  peace,  when  in 
both  your  personal  lives  and 
our  politics  you  strive  to  radi- 
ate God's  non-violence.  And 
by  grounding  your  vision  and 
your  energies  in  the  power 
that  God  revealed  in  the  resur- 
rection of  Jesus." 

Holy  Infant  was  built  on 
fifteen  acres  of  donated  land 
and  dedicated  by  Bishop 


Vincent  S.  Waters  in  1 970. 
At  that  time  70  families 
belonged  to  the  parish.  Since 
its  inception  the  parish  has 
been  staffed  by  Oblates  of  St. 
Francis  de  Sales.  The  church 
was  severely  damaged  by 
a  lightning  strike  and  fire  in 
1981,  and  for  a  year  and  a 
half  parishioners  worshipped 
at  Parkwood  Elemen- 
tary School.  Out  of  necessity, 
many  parish  activities  took 
place  in  neighboring  churches 
and  in  parishioners'  homes 
during  that  time.  In  November 
1 982  Bishop  F.  Joseph  Gos- 
sman  celebrated  the  rededica- 
tion  of  the  renovated  church. 
Today  Holy  Infant  serves  850 
families. 

The  anniversary  Mass  was 
followed  by  a  celebratory 
reception,  and  a  few  days  later 
a  family  picnic  was  held  with 
games  and  fun,  attended  by 
some  500  parishioners. 


Diocese  Produces  Formation  Video 
on  the  Liturgy  and  the  Revised  Missal 

This  month,  the  Diocesan  Office  of  Wor- 
ship is  producing  a  four-part  video  pre- 
sentation on  the  Liturgy  and  the  revised 
translation  of  the  Roman  Missal.  The 
presentation  will  be  used  in  day-long  workshops 
throughout  the  Diocese  in  the  coming  months 
to  prepare  parish  ministers  -  Faith  Formation 
Directors,  Catechists,  Youth  leaders,  and  Parish 
Liturgical  Ministers  -  to  receive  the  revised  Missal. 
The  presentation  will  cover  Liturgical  Theology, 
Liturgical  Spirituality,  Ritual  Prayer  and  the  Revised 
Roman  Missal  and  its  changes. 


The  goal  of  the  Diocesan  pre- 
sentation, according  to  Gerard 
Hall,  Director  of  the  Diocesan 
Office  of  Worship,  is  to  ensure 
that  these  ministers,  who  will  be 
leading  and  facilitating  this  for- 
mation at  the  local  level,  will  be 
working  and  forming  questions 
from  the  same  starting  point. 
He  estimates  that  some  2000 
parish  ministers  will  attend  these 
workshops.  'When  that  phase  of 
the  training  process  is  complete, 
in  March  201 1 ,  the  presenta- 
tion will  be  available  online  and 
on  DVD  to  parishes  to  use  in 
forming  the  faithful,"  Mr.  Hall 
explained. 

The  presenter  in  the  video  is 
Msgr.  Michael  G.  Clay,  Pastor  of 
St.  Ann  Parish  in  Clayton.  A  priest 
of  the  Diocese  for  30  years,  Msgr. 


Clay  has  extensive  educational 
background  in  Liturgy,  and  wide 
experience  teaching  liturgical 
studies  to  seminarians  and  gradu- 
ate students.  "In  this  presenta- 
tion," Msgr.  Clay  said,  "I  want  to 
touch  on  some  of  the  dimensions 
of  liturgy  that  the  Church  consid- 
ers important  to  understanding 
the  Mass." 

The  changes  in  the  Mass  speci- 
fied in  the  revised  translation  of 
the  Missal  are  mandated  by  the 
United  States  Conference  of  Cath- 
olic Bishops  (USCCB)  to  begin  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  Advent,  201 1. 
More  information,  resources  and 
dates  for  workshops  are  available 
on  the  Office  of  Worship  page 
of  the  Diocesan  Web  site  (http:// 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org/what/ 
liturgy/index.aspx) . 


High  School  Students 
Attend  Disciples  on 
the  Journey 

--y  Approximately  1  60  high 
school  students  and  chaper- 
ones  took  part  in  the  annual 
Disciples  on  the  Journey 
weekend,  October  30-3 1 , 
20 1 0.  The  diocesan-wide 
gathering  for  teens  in  grades 
9-12  was  held  at  Short 
Journey  Retreat  Center 
in  Smithfield.  The  event 
involves  an  overnight  camp- 
out  and  features  a  variety  of 
learning  stations  and  activi- 
ties on  the  life  and  mission  of 
the  Church. 

This  year's  theme  was 
God's  Word  is  Alive  and 
Active.  The  keynote  speaker 
was  Dr.  Greg  "Dobie" 
Moser,  from  the  Diocese 
of  Cleveland.  Members  of 
the  Diocesan  Youth  Board 
conducted  special  sessions 
drawing  from  the  theme. 

The  highlight  of  the 
weekend  is  the  Liturgy 
celebrated  by  Bishop  Michael 
F.  Burbidge.  The  Bishop  told 


them  of  his  awareness  of  the 
demands  on  their  time  and 
appreciated  that  they  believed 
the  weekend  was  important 
enough  to  attend  the  event. 

Reflecting  on  the  Scripture 
reading  where  Zacchaeus  had 
to  rise  above  the  crowd  to 
see  Jesus,  Bishop  Burbidge 
asked,  "In  being  called  to  be 
a  disciple,  how  often  do  you 
have  to  rise  above  the  crowd 
in  order  to  make  a  decision 
about  the  right  thing  to  do?" 

The  Bishop  encouraged 
the  students  to  rediscover  the 
"beautiful  and  powerful  sacra- 
ment of  Penance."  He  noted, 
"That  is  how  the  Lord  contin- 
ues to  forgive  and  embrace 
His  people  in  mercy  and  love, 
regardless  of  the  sin." 

In  closing,  Bishop  Burbidge 
said,  "During  this  Mass,  we 
pray  for  you.  We  thank  God 
for  the  gift  you  are  to  the 
Diocese  and  the  Church.  We 
pray  that  you'll  remember 
your  call  to  be  disciples  of  the 
Lord,  to  rise  above  the  crowd, 
with  strength  that  comes  from 
God." 


Bishop  Burbidge  Now  on  Twitter 


Individuals  interested 
in  receiving  Twitter  mes- 
sages from  Bishop  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  can  sign  up 

effective  November  1  to  receive  Tweets  from  him.  Bishop 
Burbidge  will  use  Twitter  to  offer  regular  spiritual  reflec- 
tions, items  of  interest  and  Diocesan  updates. 

Pope  Benedict  XVI  has  encouraged  Church  officials 
to  be  present  in  the  world  of  digital  communications  and 
utilize  the  new  communications  tools  available.  Pope 
Benedict  noted  in  his  message  marking  the  44th  World 
Communications  Day  (201 0),  this  new  form  of  media 
"can  offer  priests  and  all  pastoral  workers  a  wealth  of  infor- 
mation and  content  that  was  difficult  to  access  before,  and 
facilitate  forms  of  collaboration  and  greater  communion  in 
ways  that  were  unthinkable  in  the  past." 

Twitter  is  a  worldwide,  social  networking  and  micro- 
blogging  service.  The  service  is  free  and  can  be  accessed 
through  the  Internet,  on  smart  phones  or  through  Short 
Message  Service  (SMS).  There  are  nearly  200  million 
subscribers  on  Twitter. 

Non-Twitter  subscribers  can  receive  the  Bishop's  Tweets 
if  they  have  text  capability  on  their  cell  phone.  They  simply 
send  a  text  message  to  40404  and  in  the  message  space 
type:  follow  BishopBurbidge.  While  the  service  is  free,  ac- 
cessing it  through  SMS  may  incur  phone  service  provider 
fees.  Please  check  with  your  provider. 

The  Diocese  will  continue  to  engage  modern  technol- 
ogy to  improve  communications  in  support  of  its  parishes, 
schools,  ministries  and  the  faithful  of  the  Diocese. 

Visit  the  following  link  to  sign  up  for  your  own 
Twitter  account  or  to  view  the  Bishop's  page: 

http://twitter.com/BishopBurbidge. 

►>  Other  Diocesan  Ministries  on  Twitter: 

Youth  Ministry:  http://twitter.eom/@OYMraldioc 
Vocations:  http://twitter.eom/@raleighvocare 


St.  Michael  School  Students 
Perform  Living  Rosary 

••-v  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Catho- 
lic School  in  Cary  held  its  annual 
Living  Rosary  on  October  7th  with 
55  sixth  grade  students  performing  a 
liturgical  dance  to  "Hail  Mary,  Gentle 
Woman."  The  Luminous  Myster- 
ies were  enacted  by  students  from 
various  grades.  The  Living  Rosary 
has  been  a  tradition  for  six  years  with 
students  from  each  grade  playing  a 
part.   "It  was  awesome  to  be  a  bead 
this  year,"  says  fourth  grader  Andy 


Dawson.  "I  like  saying  Hail  Marys." 

In  its  second  year,  the  liturgical 
dance  is  also  becoming  a  tradition 
to  students,  teachers,  and  parents. 
The  performance  was  part  of  the 
sixth  grade  curriculum  in  Cultural 
Movement  class  and  featured  seven 
dancers  in  blue  with  others  work- 
ing with  panels  of  fabric  to  create  a 
beautiful  backdrop  to  the  girls  dancing 
in  groups. 

"To  pray  together  in  such  a 
beautiful  expressive  ceremony  helps 
strengthen  faith,"  said  Principal  Dr. 
Sarah  Wannemuehler.  "My  hope  is 


that  our  students  will  reflect  on  their 
young  school  years  and  remember 
the  peaceful  power  of  praying  the 
Rosary  together." 
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Harold  and  Jean  Luppens 


The  Overlook 
at  Pine  Knoll 


//  Living  in  a  Catholic-based 

community  has  always  been  very  important 
to  us.  Having  a  chapel  that  offers  daily  Mass 
in  the  same  building  as  our  apartment  is  a 
blessing.  We  can  simply  go  downstairs  to 
receive  the  Holy  Eucharist  daily.  It  is  a  special 
gift  to  have  it  all  here  at  Pine  Knoll. ^* 

//We  had  done  our  research  touring  eight 
other  communities,  but  the  moment  we 
entered  the  front  gates  at  Belle  Meade  we 
thought,  'Wow!  This  is  it!'  The  fact  that 
Belle  Meade  is  also  a  Catholic-based  com- 
munity was  an  unexpected  bonus.  We  have 
everything  we  could  want  at  Belle  Meade. 
We  can  be  as  busy  or  as  idle  as  we  wish/' 


/  l/(Hl 


For  more  information  about  continuing  care 
retirement  living  at  Pine  Knoll  or  Belle  Meade, 
call  910.246.1008  or  800.343.7463 


Belle  Meade 
clubhouse 


ST.  JOSEPH  of  the  PINES 


Dick  and  Pat  Hoskins 


BELLE  MEADE 


PINE  KNOLL 


Camp  Easter  Road        590  Central  Drive 
Southern  Pines,  NC 


St.  Joseph  of  the  Pines  is  the  leading  provider  of  senior  living 
Nationally       an^  health  services  serving  the  Sandhills  region  since  1 948. 
Accredited 


www.sjp.org 


n  exile 


Saint  Joseph  and  Christmas 


There  are  countless  persons,  basilicas,  churches,  shrines,  seminaries,  convents,  and 
even  towns  and  cities  named  after  St.  Joseph.  My  native  country,  Canada,  has  him 
as  its  patron. 
Who  exactly  is  this  Joseph?  He  is  that  quiet  figure  prominently  named 
in  the  Christmas  story  as  the  husband  of  Mary  and  the  stepfather  of  Jesus,  and  then 
basically  is  never  mentioned  again.  The  pious  conception  of  him  is  that  of  an  older  man, 
a  safe  protector  to  Mary,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  chaste  and  holy,  humble  and  quiet,  the 
perfect  patron  for  manual  laborers  and  anonymous  virtue,  humility  incarnate. 


1 

t 

t  Saint  Joseph,  by  William  Dyce  (1 847) 

But  what  do  we  really  know  about  him? 

In  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  the  annunciation  of  Jesus' 
conception  is  given  to  Joseph  rather  than  to  Mary:  Before 
they  came  together,  Mary  was  found  to  be  with  child  by 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Joseph,  her  husband,  being  an  upright 
man  and  unwilling  to  shame  her,  had  decided  to  divorce 
her  quietly,  when  an  angel  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream 
and  told  him  not  to  be  afraid  to  take  Mary  as  his  wife, 
that  the  child  in  her  had  been  conceived  through  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

What  can  we  learn  from  this  text? 

Partly  it  is  symbolic:  The  Joseph  of  the  Christmas  story 
is  clearly  reminiscent  of  the  Joseph  of  the  Exodus  story: 
He  too  has  a  dream,  he  too  goes  to  Egypt,  and  he  too 
saves  the  family.  Likewise  King  Herod  is  clearly  the  coun- 
terpart of  the  Egyptian  Pharaoh;  both  feel  threatened  and 
both  kill  the  Hebrew  male  children  only  to  have  God 
protect  the  life  of  the  one  who  is  to  save  the  people. 

But,  after  that,  the  Joseph  of  the  Christmas  story  writes 
his  own  history:  He  is  presented  to  us  as  an  "upright" 
man,  a  designation  that  scholars  say  implies  that  he  has 
conformed  himself  to  the  Law  of  God,  the  supreme  Jew- 
ish standard  of  holiness.  In  every  way  he  is  blameless, 
a  paradigm  of  goodness,  which  he  demonstrates  in  the 
Christmas  story  by  refusing  to  expose  Mary  to  shame, 
even  as  he  decides  to  divorce  her  quietly. 

What  actually  happened  here? 

The  background  to  the  relationship  between  Joseph 
and  Mary,  insofar  as  we  can  reconstruct  it,  would  have 
been  this:  The  marriage  custom  at  the  time  was  that  a 
young  woman,  essentially  at  the  age  of  puberty,  would 
be  given  to  a  man,  usually  several  years  her  senior,  in 
an  arranged  marriage  by  her  parents.  They  would  be 
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betrothed,  technically  married,  but  would 
not  yet  live  together  or  begin  sexual  relations 
for  several  more  years.  The  Jewish  law  was 
especially  strict  as  to  the  couple  remaining 
celibate  while  in  the  betrothal  period.  During 
this  time,  the  young  woman  would  continue  to 
live  with  her  parents  and  the  young  man  would 
go  about  setting  up  a  house  and  an  occupation 
so  as  to  be  able  to  support  his  wife  once  they 
began  to  live  together. 

Joseph  and  Mary  were  at  this  stage  of  their 
relationship,  legally  married  but  not  yet  living 
together,  when  Mary  became  pregnant.  Joseph, 
knowing  that  the  child  was  not  his,  had  a 
dilemma:  If  he  wasn't  the  father,  who  was?  In 
order  to  save  his  own  reputation,  he  could  have 
demanded  a  public  inquiry  and,  indeed,  had 
Mary  been  accused  of  adultery,  it  might  have 
meant  her  death.  However,  he  decided  to  "divorce 
her  quietly",  that  is,  to  avoid  a  public  inquiry 
which  would  leave  her  in  an  awkward  and 
vulnerable  situation. 

Then,  after  receiving  revelation  in  a  dream, 
he  agrees  to  take  her  home  as  his  wife  and  to 
name  the  child  as  his  own.  Partly  we  under- 
stand the  significance  of  that;  he  spares  Mary 
embarrassment,  he  names  the  child  as  his  own, 
and  he  provides  an  accepted  physical,  social, 
and  religious  place  for  the  child  to  be  born  and 
raised.  But  he  does  something  else  that  is  not  so 
evident:  He  shows  how  a  person  can  be  a  pious 
believer,  deeply  faithful  to  everything  within  his 
religious  tradition,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  be 
open  to  a  mystery  beyond  both  his  human  and 
religious  understanding. 

And  this  was  exactly  the  problem  for  any 
Christians,  including  Matthew  himself,  at  the 
time  the  Gospels  were  written:  They  were  pi- 
ous Jews  who  didn't  know  how  to  integrate 
Christ  into  their  religious  framework.  What 
does  one  do  when  God  breaks  into  one's  life  in 
new,  previously  unimaginable  ways?  How  does 
one  deal  with  an  impossible  conception?  Here's 
how  biblical  scholar  Raymond  Brown  puts  it: 
The  hero  of  Matthew's  infancy  story  is  Joseph,  a 
very  sensitive  Jewish  observer  of  the  Law.  ...  In 
Joseph,  the  evangelist  was  portraying  what  he 
thought  a  Jew  [a  true  pious  believer]  should  be 
and  probably  what  he  himself  was. 

In  essence  what  Joseph  teaches  us  is  how  to  live 
in  loving  fidelity  to  all  that  we  cling  to  humanly 
and  religiously,  even  as  we  are  open  to  a  mystery 
of  God  that  takes  us  beyond  all  the  categories  of 
our  religious  practice  and  imagination. 

Isn't  that  one  of  the  ongoing  challenges  of 
Christmas? 


Love's  Trinity 


TThe  Christmas  season,  as  Bishop  Burbidge  points 
out  in  his  column  this  month  (p.2),  is  a  time  to 
remember  God's  great  love  for  us.  In  the  Incarna- 
tion, the  Father  showed  His  deep  compassion  for 
and  understanding  of  our  need  for  redemption, 
the  Son  His  willingness  to  become  man  and  die  to  accomplish 
it,  and  the  Spirit  his  assurance  that  He  would  remain  with  us 
for  all  time. 


Reading  Darcy  Holley's  story 
about  the  Gabriel  Project  (p. 
18)  reminded  me  of  those  three 
components  of  Divine  love,  be- 
cause they  find  their  reflection 
in  the  work  done  by  the  Ga- 
briel Project  "angels"  to  rescue 
children  and  parents  who  are 
in  crisis  because  of  unplanned 
pregnancies.  These  volunteers 
and  donors  compassionately 
understand  a  need,  without 
judging  it.  They  respond  from 
their  own  time  and  resources 
to  meet  the  need.  And  after  the  immediate  need  is  met  -  money 
or  transportation  or  household  items  provided  -  they  remain 
with  the  families,  encouraging  them  spiritually  and  emotionally 
on  their  own  journeys  of  love.  Those  journeys  will  require,  as 
St.  Paul  writes  and  as  any  parent  knows,  patience,  kindness  and 
the  strength  to  bear  all  things,  believe  all  things,  hope  all  things 
and  endure  all  things. 

This  time  of  year,  as  we  think  about  the  scriptural  accounts  of 
the  Nativity  of  Jesus  and  the  feasts  immediately  afterward  com- 
memorating the  Holy  Family  and  the  Holy  Innocents,  it's  natu- 
ral to  think  about  the  various  pro-life  efforts  in  our  Diocese.  On 
January  15,  2011,  the  annual  Mass  and  Rally  for  Life  in  Raleigh 
will  incorporate  a  new  feature,  Love  My  Life  (LML),  a  pro-life 
Youth  Rally  for  high  school  students  to  be  held  from  10:30  to 
12:30  at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  School.  It  will  include  speak- 
ers, music  and  activities  especially  geared  to  young  people.  I 
know  from  my  own  travels  around  the  Diocese  that  our  youth 
are  some  of  our  most  passionate  advocates  for  life,  and  NC 
Catholics  will  be  at  the  LML  Rally. 

All  of  us  at  NC  Catholics  sincerely  wish  all  of  you  a  blessed 
and  happy  Advent  and  Christmas  season! 

-  Rich  Reece  is  editor  of  NC  Catholics 

►►  Thanks  for  your  letters  and  emails  and  kind 
suggestions.  You  can  reach  me  at  7 1  5  Nazareth  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27606  or  reece@raldioc.org. 


saint    of    the  month 


From  shepherd  to  saint 

Saint  Dominic 


Feast  day:  December  20 

Patron  saint:  for  captives,  pregnant  women,  prisoners, 
shepherds,  and  against  hydrophobia,  insects,  mad 
dogs,  and  rabies 
Meaning  of  name:  Lord 


Claim  to  fame:  Claim  to  fame:  Around  1 000,  St. 
Dominic  was  born  in  Canas,  Navarre,  Spain  to  a  peasant 
family.  As  a  young  boy,  St. 
Dominic  worked  as  a  shepherd, 
which  eventually  led  him  to 
become  a  Benedictine  monk 
at  the  San  Millan  de  la  Cogolla 
monastery.  When  he  took  on 
the  role  as  abbot,  St.  Dominic 
was  ordered  by  King  Garcia 
III  of  Navarre  to  surrender  the 
monastery's  lands.  Upon  his 
refusal,  St.  Dominic  was  exiled 
and  relocated  to  Castile. 

As  he  entered  into  the  San 
Sebastian  Monastery  at  Silos, 
King  Ferdinand  I  appointed  him 
abbot,  and  he  reconstructed  the 
dilapidated  monastery  into  a 
Romanesque  jewel. 


■I 


I 


De  pastor  de  ovejas  a  santo 

~    "  ~    mgode  Silos 


Dia  de  festividad:  20d  e  Diciembre 
Santo  patron:  de  los  cautivos,  embarazadas, 
prisioneros,  pastores  y  contra  la  hidrofobia, 
insectos,  perros  rabiosos  y  rabia. 
Significado  del  nombre:  Dios 

Reconocido  por:  Domingo  nacio  en  una  familia  de 
campesinos  en  Canas,  Navarra,  Espafia  cerca  del  ano 

1 000.  De  joven  trabajo  como 
^^^hh^^hh    pastor  de  ovejas  y  finalmente 

entro  de  monje  benedictino  en  el 
K  monasterio  de  San  Millan  de  la 

Cogolla.  Cuando  Domingo  llego 
a  ser  abad,  El  Rey  Garcia  III  de 
Navarra  le  ordeno  que  entregara 
J    las  tierras  del  monasterio. 

Domingo  se  rehuso  y  por  eso  fue 
exiliado  y  trasladado  a  Castilla. 

Cuando  entro  al  Monasterio 
de  San  Sebastian  en  Silos,  el 
Rey  Fernando  I  lo  nombro  abad 
y  el  reconstruyo  el  monasterio 
dilapidado  y  lo  convirtio  en  una 
joya  romanesca. 


Why  he  is  a  saint:  During 
his  lifetime,  St.  Dominic  of 
Silos  not  only  transformed 
the  monastery  at  Silos,  but  he 
saved  Christian  slaves  from  the 
Spanish  Moors,  often  paying  for 
their  ransom. 

Best  quote:  Days  before 
his  death,  he  was  quoted,  "I 
spent  the  night  near  the  Queen 
of  Angels.  She  has  invited  me  to 
come  in  three  days  where  She 
is;  therefore,  I  am  soon  going  to 
the  celestial  banquet  to  which 
She  invites  me." 

How  he  died:  St.  Dominic 
died  in  December  1073  of 
natural  causes,  and  prior  to 

the  Spanish  Revolution  in  1  939,  his  staff  was  delivered  to 
Spain's  royal  palace  for  the  birth  of  a  queen's  child. 
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Por  que  es  santo: 

Durante  su  existencia,  Santo 
Domingo  de  Silos  no  solo 
transformo  el  monasterio  de 
Silos  sino  que  tambien  libero 
esclavos  cristianos  de  los 
moros  espanoles,  muchas  veces 
pagando  por  ellos. 

Frase  mas  conocida:  Dias 
antes  de  su  muerte,  el  cito: 
"Pase  toda  la  noche  con  la  Reina 
de  los  Angeles,  me  ha  invitado  a 
estar  cerca  de  ella,  dentro  de  3 
dias,  ire  muy  pronto  al  celestial 
festin  al  que  ella  me  invita." 

Como  fallecio:  Domingo 
fallecio  en  Diciembre  de  1073 
por  causas  naturales  y  antes 
de  la  revolucion  espanola  de 
1  939,  su  baculo  fue  trasladado 
al  palacio  real  de  Espafia  por  el  nacimiento  del  hijo  de  la 
reina. 


Voices    in    our  Church 


Remembering 
Bishop  Waters 


puso  su  tienda 
entre  nosotros  „„.,.,„ 


On  December  3rd,  thirty-six  years  ago, 
I  was  Rector  of  Sacred  Heart  Cathe- 
dral. One  evening  1  was  having  supper 
when  the  phone  rang.  The  housekeeper 
answered  the  phone  and  came  in  to  tell 
me  that  Bishop  Vincent  S.  Waters  had  just  died.  His  death 
was  sudden.  At  the  time  he  was  anticipating  the  joyous 
celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Diocese  of 
Raleigh,  which  was  to  be  held  December  8th,  the  Feast 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception.  The  Bishops  funeral  was 
December  7th. 


We  have  had  excellent 
Bishops  in  our  Diocese  of 
Raleigh.  Bishop  Waters 
stands  out  as  a  great 
evangelizer.  Until  1971, 
three  years  before  Bishop 
Waters'  death,  the  Dio- 
cese of  Raleigh  encom- 
passed the  entire  state  of 
North  Carolina.  Bishop 
Waters  would  visit  the 
parishes  of  the  Diocese 
regularly,  traveling  "from 
Murphy  to  Manteo," 
which  meant  from  the  mountains  to  the  ocean.  The  Bishop 
also  built  churches  and  schools  from  Murphy  to  Manteo. 

He  loved  to  explore  his  Diocese;  he  seldom  went  straight 
from  Raleigh  to  the  parish  he  was  to  visit.  When  I  was  a 
seminarian,  Bishop  Waters  took  me  on  one  of  his  trips.  Our 
destination  was  the  hospital  in  Southern  Pines,  but  we  went  to 
Wake  Forest,  then  Henderson,  then  turned  toward  Roxboro 
and  Durham  before  heading  for  Southern  Pines. 

Bishop  Waters  recruited  candidates  for  the  priesthood  from 
the  Diocese,  regardless  of  color.  That  was  unusual  in  the  South 
at  the  time.  Joseph  Bonner  from  Mother  of  Mercy  in  Washing- 
ton and  I  were  the  first  candidates.  Both  of  us  were  sent  to  St. 
Meinrad  Seminary  in  Indiana.  Joe  decided  after  a  few  years  that 
he  would  pursue  another  vocation. 

For  my  study  of  Theology,  Bishop  Waters  sent  me  to  the 
Pontifical  North  American  College  in  Rome.  I  was  the  first 
and  only  African  American  seminarian  there  for  my  first 
three  years. 

Bishop  Waters  was  a  true  missionary,  a  dedicated  Bishop  and 
a  fine  preacher.  He  was  a  man  of  prayer.  And  he  was  dedicated 
to  equality  and  justice  for  all.  He  gave  me  permission  and  sup- 
port to  be  active  in  the  civil  rights  movement  of  the  time. 

-  Msgr.  Thomas  P.  Hadden 


Iniciamos  este  articulo  con  esta  preciosa  expresion 
de  San  Juan  para  celebrar  que  el  Verbo  se  hizo 
carne  y  que  el  es  el  Emanuel;  es  decir,  el  Dios- 
con-nosotros. 
Este  mes  vivimos  dentro  del  tiempo  de 
Adviento  con  el  que  marcamos  un  nuevo  Ano  Liturgico  y 
damos  inicio  al  tiempo  de  Navidad.  Este  mes  esta  cargado 
de  fiestas  que  nos  ofrecen  grandes  impulsos  para  renovar 
nuestra  vida  en  Cristo.  Tenemos  la  fiesta  de  la  Inmaculada 
Concepcion  de  Maria,  de  Nuestra  Sefiora  de  Guadalupe, 
de  San  Juan  Diego,  de  San  Juan  Apostol,  del  Nacimiento 
de  Nuestro  Senor  con  sus  respectivas  Posadas  y  la  fiesta  de 
la  Sagrada  Familia,  entre  otras.  Todas  estas  celebraciones 
nos  traen  especiales  recuerdos  de  las  tierras  que  nos  vieron 
nacer  a  muchos  de  los  que  ahora  vivimos  en  la  Diocesis 
de  Raleigh.  Es  un  tiempo  muy  hermoso  para  finalizar  el 
2010  pero  al  mismo  tiempo  nos  llena  de  nostalgia  por 
nuestros  seres  queridos  que  quizas  ya  no  se  encuentran 
con  nosotros.  Es  una  buena  oportunidad  para  agradecer  a 
Senor  por  todo  lo  que  experimentamos  durante  estos  365 
dias  que  pronto  terminaran. 


^^e^JH  Ahora  se  cumplen 

^^^^flK'$3B    479  anos  de  la 

"  aparicion  de  la 

Virgen  Santa  Maria 
de  Guadalupe  y,  al 
igual  que  su  hijo,  ella 
tambien  nos  acompafia 
en  nuestro  diario 
peregrinar.  Su  presencia 
en  las  luchas  por  una 
sociedad  mas  justa 
en  favor  de  todos  los 
que  sufren,  es  digna 
de  amor  y  respeto. 
Ahora  ella  viene,  una  vez  mas,  a  renovar  nuestras  fuerzas 
para  continuar  trabajando  por  una  verdadera  Reforma 
Migratoria  Integral.  Las  palabras  que  dirigio  en  nahuatl 
a  nuestro  querido  indio  Juan  Diego,  resuenan  hoy  mas 
fuertes  que  nunca  para  que  confiemos  en  su  maternal 
cuidado:  "iAcaso  no  estoy  yo  aqui,  que  soy  tu  Madre?" 
Su  piel  morena  y  sus  rasgos  mestizos  nos  animan  a 
encarnarnos  en  esta  cultura  y  a  fortalecer  la  esperanza  de 
una  nueva  realidad  en  favor  de  sus  hijitos  mas  pequefios. 
Al  igual  que  en  1531,  hoy  nos  envia  como  testigos  de  su 
amor  para  gritar  al  mundo  que  jDios  esta  siempre  con 
nosotros! 

-  Padre  Carlos  N.  Arce.  Vicario  para  los  Hispanos 


§  nope  ana  support 


Bj  Darcy  Holley  Pictures  by  Denmark  Photo  &  Video 

What  a  beautiful  16-year-old  girl!  Outgoing,  bright, /ho        friendly,  and 
settling  into  a  new  life  with  her  supportive  and  welcoming  B"other  and 
sister-in-law,  Kaeli  moves  to  Cary,  NC  from  Connecticut  alp  |>rought 

with  her  a  baby  due  sewn  months  later.  Her  sister-/n-law  contacted 
The  Gabriel  Project,  a  national  Catholic  crisis  pr/gnancy  minis- 
try locally  based  at  St.  Michael  in  Cary  and  working  in  con 
junction  with  parishioners  from  St.  Mary  Magdfalene  and  St. 

Andrews  in  Apex.  /Through  the  Gabriel  Project  Kaeli  re- 
ceived praters,  fri/ndship,  guidance  l  items  tp  get  ready 
for  the  baby^s  arrwal,  and  a  loving  team  of  'angels,"  as  jj 
the  volunteers  are  fondly  called,  to  support  her  on 
her  journey  ofj/hoosing  life  for  her  baby. 
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With  a  beautiful,  stable  place  to  call  home, 
Kaeli  continued  her  education.  She  spent 
time  with  her  brother  and  his  family,  and 
a  Gabriel  Project  volunteer  who  also  vol- 
unteered in  youth  ministry  encouraged  Kaeli  to  attend  the 
youth  group  at  church.  The  teens  at  St.  Michael  the  Arch- 
angel were  wonderful  examples  of  God's  love  and  accep- 
tance. They  befriended  and  supported  Kaeli,  and  her  faith 
and  involvement  in  the  church  grew.  Kaeli  was  offered  a 
scholarship  for  a  weekend  youth  group  retreat.  When  I 
asked  Kaeli,  "What  did  the  retreat  experience  do  for  you?" 
she  responded,  "It  made  me  feel  loved!  Even  though  I  was 
16  and  pregnant,  I  felt  supported  and  not  judged.  It  made 
me  happy!  Adoration  made  me  break  down  and  cry,  and 
it  brought  me  closer  to  God." 


Kaeli  had  a  healthy  pregnancy,  but 
as  she  contemplated  life  she  decided  it 
would  be  better  for  this  baby  to  be  raised 
by  a  loving  family  who  was  looking  to 
adopt  a  child,  rather  than  by  a  16-year- 
old.  It  was  an  enormous  decision  to  put 
her  baby  up  for  adoption.  "She  was  bom 
on  July  28,  2008  when  I  was  17,"  Kaeli 
recalls.  'All  kinds  of  people  came  to  see 
me  when  I  had  her.  I  wasn't  alone.  She 
was  with  me  for  3  days  in  the  hospital, 
and  then  joined  by  her  adoptive  family  a 
few  days  later.  It's  an  open  adoption,  so  I 
can  know  her  family  and  where  she  is  liv- 


ing. Sometimes  they  call  and  invite  me  to 
see  her,  like  on  her  birthday  and  around 
Christmas.  What  would  I  have  done 
without  The  Gabriel  Project  and  church? 
It  was  my  biggest  support  group  through 
it  all. 

"The  Gabriel  Project  helped  me  find  the 
resources  for  adoption,  guided  me  to  the 
church  youth  group,  and  was  beside  me 
all  the  way.  Now  I'm  19,  and  gotta  think 
about  the  rest  of  my  life.  I  wish  I  had  that 
support  around  me  now."  Some  areas  of 
Kaeli's  life  have  been  difficult  since  the 
adoption,  but  she  continues  to  fight  for 


goodness  in  her  world.  Kaeli  graduated 
from  high  school,  is  going  to  church, 
preparing  for  college  with  a  focus  on 
children  and  medicine,  and  is  listening  for 
Gods  call.  "It  was  weird  being  pregnant  at 
16,  but  God  helped  me  through  it." 

had's  family  immediately 
came  to  the  rescue  when 
he  suddenly  found  his 
world  forever  changed. 
His  mother,  father  and 
teenage  brother  welcomed  him  and  his 
infant  sons  into  their  small,  already  filled- 
to-the  brim  home.  Chad  was  a  loving, 
hard  working,  23  year  old  father  of  four- 
month-old  twin  boys,  Gage  and  Kaleb, 
when  their  mother  walked  out  on  them. 
Harsh  realities  quickly  set  in.  How  would 
he  raise  the  twins  on  his  own  and  work  to 
support  them?  Their  mom  left  with  their 
car  seats  and  many  other  necessities  and 
didn't  look  back.  The  expense  and  com- 
mitment of  raising  one  baby  is  plenty,  but 
Chad  had  two.  The  whole  situation  was 
incredibly  overwhelming. 

Chad's  mom  contacted  The  Gabriel 
Project  for  help  with  baby  items  they  des- 
perately needed  and  for  support  for  Chad 
and  his  boys  as  they  made  the  transition 
into  their  unexpected  new  life.  Gabriel 
Project  volunteers  brought  car  seats,  a  crib 
and  mattress,  clothes,  and  other  items  the 
boys  would  need.  They  offered  comfort, 
prayers,  encouragement,  and  resources 
specifically  for  parenting  twins. 

A  week  later,  Chad's  brother  was 
headed  into  the  shower,  but  had  stopped 
for  a  moment  to  help  with  the  boys 
when  lightning  struck  and  set  the  house 
ablaze.  By  the  grace  of  God  they  all 
made  it  out  safely.  The  damage  to  the 
house  was  extensive,  and  the  family  was 
immediately  displaced.  Expenses  and 
tensions  mounted  quickly  as  the  fam- 
ily moved  into  a  hotel  with  twin  babies. 
The  house  had  been  a  rental  and  they 
did  not  have  insurance  to  cover  their 
housing  or  the  many  items  lost  in  the 
fire,  including  clothes  for  Chads  brother 
to  wear  to  school.  The  family  told  their 
Gabriel  Project  "angels"  of  the  devastation 
as  they  struggled  to  find  direction  and 
understanding.  The  "angels"  stretched  out 
their  arms  and  reached  into  their  Catholic 
communities  and  found  the  love  of  God 
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among  the  people  and  parishioners  who 
heard  their  cry  for  help. 

The  family  endured  much  change, 
stress,  and  difficulty  in  a  very  small 
amount  of  time.  The  Gabriel  Project, 
with  the  help  of  its  surrounding  parishes, 
lifted  some  of  the  burdens  of  this  loving 
family  through  prayer,  time,  and  dona- 
tions of  money,  clothing,  furniture,  and 
household  items  "It  was  huge  for  me  and 
my  family,"  said  Chad.  "We  didn't  know 
where  to  go  at  that  point.  It  was  a  God- 
send we  came  across  the  Gabriel  Project.  I 
cant  imagine  doing  it  without  their  help." 
The  Gabriel  Project  "angels"  were  deliver- 
ing some  final  items  as  the  family  settled 
into  their  new  home  when  Chads  Dad, 
a  wonderful  man  and  grandpa,  asked, 
"Where's  the  closest  Catholic  church?" 

God  always  seems  to  send  a  rainbow 
after  the  flood.  Chad's  family  was  able  to 
find  a  more  spacious  house  where  the 
entire  family  has  stayed  together  to  raise 
the  boys.  Chad  stays  at  home  with  the 
twins,  who  are  almost  2  years  old  now, 
while  Grandma  and  Grandpa  work.  It  is 
true  that  "In  God,  all  things  are  possible." 

Monica  is  a  23-year- 
old  single  mother 
who  has  lost  her  job, 
suffered  domestic 
abuse,  and  was 
evicted  from  her  apartment  a  few  short 
days  before  her  son  was  bom.  With  little 
support  from  her  family  and  estranged 
from  the  baby's  father,  who  was  in  jail, 
she  had  no  one  to  turn  to.  Monica  has 
found  the  support  she  needs  in  The 
Gabriel  Project.  "The  first  day  someone 
from  Gabriel  Project  showed  up  I  was  so 
stressed  out,"  she  said.  I  was  thinking, 
'What  am  I  going  to  do?  I  hope  this  baby 
doesn't  come  early!"' 

The  Gabriel  Project  set  about  trying  to 
stabilize  Monica's  environment  and  situa- 
tion so  that  the  baby  could  be  welcomed 
without  the  chaos  that  threatened  to  sur- 
round him.  'Angels"  gathered  baby  items 
and  opened  lines  of  communication 
with  Monicas  mother.  Monica  learned 
about  Interact,  a  place  where  she  could 
find  domestic  abuse  counseling  and 
safe  housing.  Gabriel  Project  volunteers 
shared  encouragement,  prayers,  and 
heartfelt  care  and  concern  with  Monica. 


"The  Gabriel  Project  was  a  huge  relief," 
she  said.  "Thanks  to  them  I  was  finally 
starting  to  feel  a  little  prepared.  It  felt 
good  to  hear  somebody  actually  say 
things  were  going  to  be  okay." 

Monicas  "angel,"  along  with  her  mom, 
who  was  inspired  to  stay  and  help, 
delivered  her  son,  Virtue,  on  July  20, 
2010.  Monica  recalls,  "She  (my  angel) 
helped  carry  me  along  and  stabilized  me 
mentally.  The  support  calmed  me  down 
and  brought  me  back  to  Earth." 

Monica  did  not  lose  her  faith  in  all 
she  had  been  through.  On  the  con- 
trary she  said,  "I  prayed  and  prayed 
and  prayed.  God  is  my  best  friend.  My 
other  friends  are  only  there  when  it's 
convenient  for  them."  She  has  learned 
the  importance  of  believing  God  has  a 
greater  plan. 

Monica  has  finished  her  time  at  Inter- 
act and  is  now  in  transitional  housing. 
The  Gabriel  Project  has  furnished  her 
apartment  with  donations  of  furniture, 


household,  and  baby  items.  And  she  is 
actively  looking  for  a  job  through  the 
Work  First  program,  which  will  assist 
with  daycare  vouchers  for  Virtue.  Monica 
hopes  to  attend  computer  classes  and 
eventually  college.  A  vehicle  through  the 
ministry,  Wheels  for  Hope,  is  also  in  her 
sights.  Monica  said,  "I'm  a  little  nervous, 
but  I  need  to  keep  moving  forward  in 
life.  This  is  a  stepping  stone." 

Everyday  God  calls  to  us.  Have  you 
given  God  the  opportunity  to  use  you 
for  His  great  works  here  on  Earth?  Know 
that  you  are  blessed,  appreciated,  loved, 
and  needed  in  your  community.  Let 
these  stories  fill  your  heart  and  help  you 
understand  the  great  needs  of  our  world 
right  here  in  our  own  backyard.  God  is 
calling  you.  He  is  asking  you  and  me, 
each  of  us  to  "Love  One  Another  as  I 
Have  Loved  You." 

-  Darcy  Holley  is  Gabriel  Project  Coordinator  for  St. 
Michael  the  Archangel  Parish  in  Cary,  NC. 


Contact  The  Gabriel  Project 


The  Gabriel  Project  is  parish-based.  If  you  or  someone  you  know 
is  experiencing  a  crisis  pregnancy,  or  if  you  wish  to  volunteer  or  donate 
money  or  items  to  the  Gabriel  Project,  contact  the  Gabriel  Project 
through  BirthChoice,  3820  Merton  Drive,  Suite  219,  Raleigh,  NC 
27609,  919.781.5433.  Or  call  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  Parish  at 
919.468.6107  or  visit  gabrielproject@stmichaelcary.org. 


i  Y  a    que    usted    lo  pregunta! 


cTiene  Dios  Favorites  6  Pref eridos? 


A ma  Dios  a  algunas  personas  mas  que  a  otras? 
^Acaso  tiene  Dios  favoritos  o  preferidos? 
Esta  es  una  vieja  cuestion  discutida,  con 
siglos  de  bistoria:  ^Hay  una  raza  escogida? 
^Estan  algunas  personas  predestinadas  al  cielo  o  al 
infierno?  ^Ama  Dios  a  los  pobres  mas  que  a  los  ricos? 
<•  Quiere  Dios  mas  a  los  pecadores  que  a  los  justos?  ^Ama 
Dios  a  los  virgenes  mas  que  a  los  casados?  Con  mirada 
superficial,  pareceria  que  la  Escritura  al  menos  insinua 
que  Dios  ama  mas  a  unos  que  a  otros.  Pero,  ^es  verdad? 


Es  dificil  responder  a  esta 
pregunta,  porque  en  parte  es  una 
pregunta  engafiosa.  Generalmente, 
cuando  formulamos  este  tipo  de 
contraposiciones  (iQuiere  Dios  a  esta 
persona  mas  que  aquella?),  estamos 
formateando  la  cuestion  de  forma 
erronea. 

Por  ejemplo,  cuando  Jesus  nos  dice 
que  hay  mas  alegria  en  el  cielo  por  la 
conversion  de  un  pecador  extraviado 
que  por  otras  noventa  y  nueve 
personas  que  al  parecer  no  necesitan 
arrepentirse,  no  esta  afirmando  que 
Dios  ame  mas  profundamente  a  los 
pecadores  que  a  las  personas  rectas. 
Para  Jesus,  hablando  en  este  contexto 
especifico,  no  hay  personas  rectas. 
Hay  solamente,  pecadores  (gente  que 
siente  necesidad  de  conversion),  y 
presuntuosos  (gente  pecadora  que  no 
ha  reconocido  todavia  la  necesidad 
de  arrepentimiento).  La  conversion, 
al  menos  en  este  contexto  particular, 
no  es  una  precondicion  para  la  vida 
cristiana.  Es  la  vida  cristiana.  No  hay 
santos,  solo  pecadores,  y  la  aventura 
cristiana  es  siempre  una  aventura  de 
conversion,  un  volver  al  redil.  Nos 
abrimos  para  recibir  el  amor  de  Dios 
siempre  que  somos  conscientes 
de  eso.  Dios  da  trato  de  favor  a  los 
pecadores,  los  prefiere  y  favorece, 
pero  ahi  estamos  incluidos  todos 
nosotros. 

Lo  mismo  ocurre  con  la  pregunta 


de  si  Dios  ama  mas  a  los  pobres  que 
a  los  ricos.  Jesus  nos  dice,  al  parecer 
sin  equivocarse,  que  Dios  siente  un 
amor  preferencial  por  los  pobres, 
pero  6significa  eso  que  Dios  ama 
menos  a  los  ricos? 

De  nuevo,  tenemos  que  tener 
cuidado  en  el  modo  como 
contrastamos  estas  categorias: 
pobres  contra  ricos.  Lo  que  se  esta 
afirmando  no  es  que  Dios  nos  ame 
mas  cuando  somos  pobres  que 
cuando  somos  ricos.  Mas  bien  la  idea 
consiste  en  que  Dios  nos  ama  en 
nuestra  pobreza  -  y  que  nos  dejamos 
amar  mas  facilmente,  y  expresamos 
mas  sencillamente  nuestra  gratitud, 
cuando  reconocemos  nuestra 
pobreza.  Para  Jesus  hay  solo  dos 
clases  de  personas:  Las  que  son 
pobres  y  las  que  no  asumen  su  propia 
pobreza.  Y  no  es  que  Dios  prefiera 
que  seamos  pobres,  ni  que  nos  ame 
mas  cuando  somos  pobres. 

Mas  bien,  es  precisamente 
al  sentirnos  pobres  y  asumir 
humildemente  nuestra  pobreza, 
cuando  mas  facilmente  invitamos 
al  amor  a  entrar  en  "nuestra  casa", 
tanto  al  amor  de  Dios  como  al  de  los 
otros.  Dios  ciertamente  prefiere  a 
los  pobres,  pero,  si  verdaderamente 
reconocemos  nuestra  humilde 
condicion,  los  pobres  somos  todos 
nosotros. 

El  mismo  principio  debe  aplicarse 


a  cuestiones  en  torno  a  la  santidad  y 
a  la  sexualidad.  iAcaso  nos  ama  Dios 
mas  cuando  somos  sexualmente  "no- 
consumados"  (virgenes)  que  cuando 
no  lo  somos? 

Los  Evangelios  destacan  que 
Jesus  nacio  de  un  seno  virgen,  que  lo 
enterraron  en  una  tumba  virgen  y  que 
nosotros  estamos  invitados  a  tener  un 
corazon  virginal.  Por  eso,  dentro  de  la 
espiritualidad  cristiana,  al  igual  que  en 
las  tradiciones  espirituales  de  todas 
las  grandes  religiones  del  mundo, 
ha  habido  siempre  una  corriente  de 
pensamiento  que  sugiere  que  Dios, 
de  alguna  manera,  bendice  mas  la 
vida  celibe  que  la  vida  no-celibe;  que 
la  virginidad  es  el  estado  espiritual 
preferido.  6Nos  ama  Dios  mas 
cuando  somos  virgenes? 

Una  vez  mas,  debemos  tener 
cuidado  sobre  como  contrastamos 
las  categorias:  virgen  y  no-virgen.  Lo 
que  se  suele  ensenar  es  que  Dios 
ama  lo  virginal  dentro  de  nosotros. 
El  contraste  no  es  entre  los  que 
duermen  solos  y  los  que  no,  sino 
entre  los  que  protegen  lo  virginal 
dentro  de  si  mismos  y  los  que  no;  y 
entre  los  que  pueden  sudar  sangre 
para  aguantar  la  tension  de  vivir  sin 
consumacion  (de  cualquier  especie) 
y  los  que  no  pueden.  Es  justamente 
al  proteger  lo  virginal  en  nosotros 
y  al  no  pasar  por  alto  los  ritmos 
innatos  propios  de  la  vida,  causados 
por  nuestras  tensiones,  cuando  nos 
abrimos  y  nos  disponemos  mas  para 
recibir  amor  -el  amor  de  Dios  y  el 
amor  humano-.  Dios  ciertamente 
prefiere  a  los  virgenes,  pero,  si 
vivimos  nuestras  vidas  con  genuina 
reverencia  y  paciencia,  ahi  estamos 
incluidos  todos  nosotros. 

Lo  mismo  cabe  decir  sobre  Jesus 
cuando  propone  a  los  ninos  como 
ideal.  No  nos  esta  ensenando  que 
Dios  quiera  a  los  ninos  mas  que  a 
los  adultos.  El  contraste  no  se  da 
entre  ninos  y  mayores,  sino  entre  los 
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Obispo  Burbidge 


iQiie  grande  es  el  Amor 
de  Dios  para  con  Nosotros! 


Cuando  recitamos  el  Credo  durante  la  Misa 
de  Navidad,  la  Iglesia  nos  invita  a  hacer  una 
genuflexion  en  las  palabras,  Tor  el  poder  del 
Espiritu  Santo,  nacio  de  la  Virgen  Maria  y  se  hizo 
hombre".  Con  razon  nos  arrodillamos  ante  estas  palabras,  ya 
que  proclaman  el  centro  de  la  verdad  de  nuestra  fe:  Jesucristo 
es  el  Hijo  de  Dios,  el  Hijo  de  Maria  y  el  Salvador  del  Mundo. 

De  una  manera  poderosa,  la  Navidad  celebra  el  amor 
profundo  de  Dios  para  con  nosotros;  un  amor  tan  grande  que 
mando  a  su  unico  Hijo  para  estar  con  nosotros;  para  perdonar 
nuestros  pecados;  para  guiamos  con  su  verdad  y  justicia;  para 
damos  la  paz  y  la  alegria  que  el  mundo  no  puede  brindar;  y 
para  ofrecernos  vida  eterna.  Pero  no  es  suficiente  para  nosotros 
solo  reflexionar  sobre  el  regalo  que  Jesus  es  para  nosotros  y 
para  toda  la  humanidad;  debemos  darle  la  oportunidad  que 
impacte  nuestras  vidas  cada  dia  y  todos  los  dias. 


El  precioso  regalo  del  amor  de  Dios 
para  nosotros  se  celebra  en  la  Iglesia  al 
revelarse  El  mismo  en  su  Palabra  y  en 
los  Sacramentos,  muy  especialmente 
en  el  regalo  de  la  Eucaristla.  Cada 
Navidad  estoy  edificado  al  ver  el 
numero  de  individuos  y  familias  que 
estan  presentes  en  la  Misa  de  este  dia 
sagrado.  Su  acto  de  presencia  refleja 
su  comprension  de  que  hay  un  lugar 
de  honor  para  todos  ustedes,  queridos 
amigos,  en  la  comunidad  de  la  Iglesia 
de  Cristo.  Jesus  te  necesita.  El  te 
necesita  aqui  semana  tras  semana  para 
rendirle  culto,  adorarlo  y  para  permitirle 
alimentarte  con  el  regalo  de  El  mismo. 
Si  por  alguna  razon  usted  no  ha  podido 
asistir  a  la  Misa  semanalmente,  quizas 
la  promesa  renovada  de  hacerlo  es  el 


que,  como  ninos,  son  conscientes  de 
su  necesidad  de  recibir  ayuda  y  los 
que,  a  causa  de  su  soberbia  o  de  sus 
heridas  ya  no  admiten  su  necesidad  de 
Dios  ni  de  los  demas.  Precisamente, 
al  admitir  la  profunda  verdad  de  que 


unico  regalo  que  Jesus  esta  pidiendo  de 
ti  al  celebrar  su  nacimiento. 

El  regalo  que  Jesus  es  para  el  mundo 
es  celebrado  cuando  reflejamos  en 
nuestras  vidas  un  profundo  respeto 
por  la  santidad  de  toda  vida  humana. 
La  humanidad  que  Jesus  abraza  en  el 
vientre  de  la  Virgen  es  una  humanidad 
digna  de  honor,  respeto  y  amor.  Todo 
aquel  que  posee  esa  humanidad  posee 
la  dignidad,  independientemente  de  la 
raza  o  el  origen  etnico,  genero,  cultura, 
riqueza  o  educacion.  Un  ser  humano 
es  precioso  a  los  ojos  de  Dios  no  por 
lo  que  el  o  ella  hayan  logrado  en  su 
vida;  lo  que  es  importante  es  que  cada 
mujer,  hombre  y  nino  comparta  la 
humanidad  con  el  Hijo  de  Maria,  que 
es  el  Hijo  de  Dios. 


no  somos  autosuficientes,  es  cuando 
nos  abrimos  de  modo  preferencial  a 
acoger  en  nosotros  el  amor  de  Dios  y 
de  los  demas.  Dios  prefiere  realmente 
a  los  que  son  como  ninos,  pero  -asi 
lo  esperamos-,  ahi  estamos  incluidos 


Por  lo  tanto,  debemos  trabajar 
incansablemente  para  proteger  y 
defender  la  vida,  especialmente  la  vida 
de  los  no  nacidos  y  las  vidas  de  los 
mas  vulnerables.  Muchos  de  ustedes, 
durante  todo  el  ano  y  especialmente 
en  esta  temporada  sagrada,  brindan 
una  estupenda  ayuda  a  los  pobres, 
al  que  tiene  hambre,  al  que  esta  sin 
hogar  y  a  los  necesitados  en  medio  de 
nosotros.  Oren  a  Dios  para  que  esta 
demostracion  poderosa  de  nuestra 
conviccion  en  la  dignidad  de  cada 
persona  continue. 

Tambien  aprovecho  esta  ocasion 
para  invitarlos  a  que  me  acompanen 
a  celebrar  publicamente  y  defender 
la  santidad  de  toda  vida  humana  el 
proximo  mes:  Sabado,  15  de  enero  del 
201 1-  Misa  en  la  Parroquia  de  Saint 
Joseph  seguida  por  el  Youth  Rally  for 
Life  en  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral  y  el  NC 
Rally  y  Marcha  por  la  Vida;  y  el  Lunes, 
24  de  enero  del  201 1-  Misa  por  la  Vida 
en  la  Basilica  del  Santuario  Nacional  de 
la  Inmaculada  Concepcion,  seguida  por 
la  Marcha  por  la  Vida  en  Washington, 
DC  jSu  presencia  sera  verdaderamente 
agradecida! 

"Por  el  poder  del  Espiritu  Santo, 
nacio  de  la  Virgen  Maria  y  se  hizo 
hombre".  |Que  por  la  realizacion  de 
cuanto  Dios  nos  ama  nos  lleve  a  doblar 
las  rodillas  cada  Navidad  y  cada  dia 
de  nuestras  vidas  y  celebrar  con  una 
fe  renovada  el  regalo  que  Jesucristo  es 
para  nosotros  y  toda  la  humanidad! 
Por  la  intercesion  de  Maria  nuestra 
Madre  y  San  Jose,  que  nuestro  Serior 
Jesus  los  bendiga  en  abundancia  con 
su  paz  al  celebrar  su  nacimiento  y 
durante  el  Ano  Nuevo. 


todos. 

iTiene,  pues,  Dios  preferidos  o 
favoritos?  Si,  pero  no  entre  personas 
diferentes,  sino  entre  diferentes 
actitudes  y  estados  de  animo  dentro 
de  nuestras  propias  almas. 


nnmoa 


Tocados  por  Angeles 

El  Proyecto  Gabriel  brinda  esperanza  y  apoyo 

a  las  madres  y  los  padres  que  han  escogido  la  Vida. 


f  ue  chica  tan  hermosa  de  16  arios!  Sobresaliente,  bril- 

■         m  ^antC'  honesta,  amistosa,  y  estableciendo  una  nucva  vida 
K         W  con  su  hermano  y  curiada  que  la  apoyan  y  la  reciben, 
^^^^^    Kaeli  se  mudo  de  Connecticut  a  Cary,  Carolina  del 

Norte  con  2  meses  de  embarazo.  Su  cunada  contacto  al 
Proyecto  Gabriel,  un  ministerio  catolico  nacional  de  embarazos  en 
crisis,  localizado  en  St.  Michael  en  Cary  y  trabajando  en  conjunto 
con  feligreses  de  St.  Mary  Magdalene  y  St.  Andrew  en  Apex.  A  traves 
del  Proyecto  Gabriel,  Kaeli  recibio  oraciones,  amistad,  orientation,  y 
articulos  para  preparar  la  llegada  del  bebe,  y  un  equipo  amoroso  de 
"angeles",  asi  les  llaman  a  los  voluntarios  por  carifio,  para  apoyarla  en 
su  jornada  al  escoger  la  vida  de  su  bebe. 


Con  un  lugar  hermoso  y  es- 
table  para  llamarle  hogar,  Kaeli 
continuo  su  education.  Ella 
paso  tiempo  con  su  hermano  y 
con  su  familia,  y  una  volun- 
taria  del  Proyecto  Gabriel,  que 
tambien  fue  voluntaria  del 
ministerio  juvenil,  animo  a 
Kaeli  a  asistir  al  grupo  juvenil 
de  la  iglesia.  Los jovenes  en  St. 
Michael  the  Archangel  eran 
un  ejemplo  maravilloso  del 
amor  de  Dios  y  de  aceptacion. 
Se  hicieron  amigos  de  Kaeli 
y  la  apoyaron,  logrando  que 
su  fe  y  participation  en  la 
iglesia  aumentara.  A  Kaeli  le 
ofrecieron  una  beca  para  un 
retiro  de  jovenes  de  un  fin  de 
semana.  Cuando  le  pregunte 


a  Kaeli,  ",;C6mo  te  hizo  sentir 
la  experiencia  del  retiro?"  ella 
respondio,  ujMe  hizo  sentirme 
amada!  |A  pesar  de  que  tenia 
16  arios  y  embarazada,  senti 
apoyo  y  no  juzgada!  jMe  hizo 
sentirme  feliz!  La  Adoration  al 
Santisimo  me  quebranto  y  me 
hizo  llorar,  y  me  acerco  mas  a 
Dios". 

Kaeli  tenia  un  embarazo 
muy  saludable,  pero  al  con- 
templar  la  vida  ella  decidio  que 
seria  mejor  para  el  bebe  ser 
criado  por  una  familia  amorosa 
interesada  en  adoptar  a  un 
bebe,  en  lugar  de  una  j oven 
de  16  anos.  Fue  una  decision 
enorme  poner  a  su  bebe  en 
adoption.  "La  nina  nacio  el  28 


de  julio  cuando  yo  tenia  1 7 
anos",  recuerda  Kaeli.  Cuando 
nacio,  todo  tipo  de  gente  vino  a 
verme.  No  estaba  sola.  La  nina 
estuvo  conmigo  por  tres  dias 
en  el  hospital,  y  despues  de 
unos  dias  se  unio  a  su  familia 
adoptiva.  Es  una  adoption 
abierta,  yo  conozco  a  su  familia 
y  donde  esta  viviendo.  A  veces 
me  llaman  para  invitarme  a 
que  la  vea,  como  en  su  cum- 
pleanos  y  en  las  Navidades. 
iQue  hubiera  hecho  sin  el 
Proyecto  Gabriel  y  la  Iglesia? 
Fue  el  apoyo  mas  grande 
durante  todo  el  proceso. 

"El  Proyecto  Gabriel  me 
ayudo  a  encontrar  recursos 
para  la  adoption,  invitan- 


dome  al  grupo  de  jovenes  de 
la  iglesia,  y  estaban  a  mi  lado 
todo  el  tiempo.  Ahora  tengo 
19  arios,  y  tengo  que  pensar  en 
mi  futuro.  Quisiera  tener  ese 
mismo  apoyo  en  este  momen- 
to".  Algunas  areas  de  la  vida  de 
Kaeli  han  sido  dificiles  desde 
la  adoption,  pero  ella  continua 
luchando  para  superarse  en 
este  mundo.  Kaeli  se  graduo 
de  la  escuela  secundaria,  asiste 
a  la  iglesia,  se  esta  preparando 
para  la  universidad  enfo- 
candose  sobre  los  nirios  y  la 
medicina,  y  esta  escuchando 
el  Uamado  de  Dios.  "Era  raro 
estar  embarazada  a  los  16, 
pero  Dios  me  ayudo  durante  el 
proceso". 

La  familia  de  Chad  inme- 
diatamente  vino  a  su  rescate 
cuando  de  repente  encontro 
su  mundo  cambiado  para 
siempre.  Su  madre,  su  padre 
y  su  hermano  adolescente  lo 
acogieron  a  el  y  a  sus  bebes  al 
pequerio  hogar,  ya  lleno  hasta 
el  borde.  Chad  de  23  anos,  era 
una  persona  amorosa,  trabaja- 
dora,  padre  de  unos  gemelitos 
de  tan  solo  4  meses,  Gage  y 
Kaleb,  cuando  fueron  abando- 
nados  por  su  madre.  Una  dura 
realidad  que  se  sucedid  rapido. 
^Como  criar  y  mantener  a  los 
gemelitos  el  solo?  La  madre  de 
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los  gemelos  se  marcho  con  las 
sillas  de  seguridad  para  el  auto 
y  con  muchos  otros  articulos 
de  los  bebes  sin  mirar  atras. 
Los  gastos  y  el  compromise 
para  criar  a  un  bebe  es  grande, 
pero  Chad  tenia  a  dos  a  quien 
criar.  La  situacion  fue  increible- 
mente  abrumadora. 

La  madre  de  Chad  contacto 
al  Proyecto  Gabriel  para  pedir 
ayuda  con  articulos  para  bebes, 
que  necesitaban  urgentemente, 
y  apoyo  para  Chad  y  sus 
bebes  durante  esta  transicion 
inesperada  en  sus  vidas.  Los 
voluntarios  del  Proyecto 
Gabriel  les  regalaron  sillas 
de  seguridad  para  autos,  una 
cuna  y  colchones,  ropa  y  otros 
articulos  que  podrian  necesitar 
los  bebes.  Le  ofrecieron 
consuelo,  oraciones,  aliento,  y 
recursos  especificamente  para 
criar  a  unos  gemelos. 

Una  semana  despues,  el 
hermano  de  Chad  estaba  por 
darse  una  ducha,  pero  antes  se 
detuvo  por  un  momento  para 
ayudar  con  los  bebes  cuando 
un  rayo  cayo  provocando 
fuego  en  el  hogar.  Por  la  gracia 
de  Dios  todos  lograron  salir 
ilesos.  El  dario  a  la  casa  fue 
enorme,  y  la  familia  fue  des- 
plazada  a  otro  lugar.  Los  gastos 
y  las  tensiones  aumentaron 
rapidamente  cuando  la  familia, 
con  los  bebes,  se  mudo  a  un 
hotel.  La  casa  era  de  renta  y  no 
contaba  con  un  seguro  para 
cubrir  los  danos  de  la  casa  o 
de  los  articulos  por  el  fuego, 
incluyendo  la  ropa  del  her- 
mano de  Chad  para  la  escuela. 
La  familia  le  hizo  saber  al 
Proyecto  Gabriel,  sus  "angeles", 
sobre  la  devastation  al  luchar 
para  encontrar  la  direction  y 
la  comprension.  Los  "angeles" 
estrecharon  sus  manos  y  llega- 
ron  a  su  comunidad  Catolica 
y  encontraron  el  amor  de  Dios 
por  medio  de  la  gente  y  los 
feligreses  quienes  acudieron  al 
grito  de  auxilio. 


La  familia  sufrio  muchos 
cambios,  estres  y  dificultades 
en  muy  poco  tiempo.  El 
Proyecto  Gabriel,  con  el  apoyo 
de  sus  feligreses,  alivio  algunas 
cargas  de  la  amorosa  familia 
por  medio  de  la  oration,  de 
tiempo,  de  donaciones  mon- 
etarias,  de  ropa,  de  muebles  y 
de  articulos  para  el  hogar  "Fue 
demasiado  para  mi  familia 
y  para  mi",  dijo  Chad.  "No 
sabiamos  a  donde  ir  en  ese 
momento.  El  Proyecto  Gabriel 
fue  enviado  por  Dios.  No  me 
puedo  imaginar  haberlo 
hecho  sin  la  ayuda  de  ellos".  El 
Proyecto  Gabriel  "los  angeles" 
entregaba  los  ultimos  articu- 
los mientras  que  la  familia  se 
instalaba  en  su  nuevo  hogar 
cuando  el  Padre  de  Chad,  un 
hombre  y  abuelo  maravilloso, 
pregunto,  "<>D6nde  queda  la 
Iglesia  Catolica  mas  cercana?" 

Dios  siempre  envia  un  arco 
iris  despues  de  la  inundation. 
La  familia  de  Chad  encontro 
una  casa  espaciosa  donde  la 
familia  entera  ha  permanecido 
unida  para  criar  a  los  bebes. 
Chad  se  queda  en  casa  con 
los  gemelos,  de  casi  2  arios 
ya,  mientras  que  la  Abuela  y 
el  Abuelo  trabajan.  Es  verdad 
que  "en  Dios,  todo  es  posible". 

Monica  tiene  23  anos, 
es  madre  soltera  que  acaba 
de  perder  su  trabajo,  sufrio 
violencia  domestica  y  fue 
desalojada  de  su  apartamento 


pocos  dias  antes  que  naciera  su 
bebe.  Con  poco  de  apoyo  por 
parte  de  su  familia  y  separada 
del  padre  de  su  bebe,  que  se 
encontraba  en  la  carcel,  no 
tenia  a  quien  recurrir.  Monica 
ha  encontrado  el  apoyo  que 
necesita  en  el  Proyecto  Gabriel. 
"El  primer  dia  una  persona  del 
Proyecto  Gabriel  se  presento  yo 
estaba  muy  estresada',  dice  ella. 
Estaba  pensando,  ^Que  voy  a 
hacer?  jEspero  que  este  bebe 
no  se  adelante"! 

El  Proyecto  Gabriel  intento 
estabilizar  la  situacion  y  un 
ambiente  seguro  para  Monica 
para  que  el  bebe  Uegara  sin  el 
caos  que  lo  amenazaba.  Los 
"angeles"  recaudaron  articulos 
de  bebe  y  lineas  abiertas  de 
comunicacion  con  la  mama  de 
Monica.  Monica  aprendio  so- 
bre Interactuar,  un  lugar  donde 
podia  encontrar  consejeria  con 
respecto  a  violencia  domestica 
y  sobre  un  hogar  seguro. 
Los  voluntarios  del  Proyecto 
Gabriel  compartieron  aliento, 
oraciones,  atencion  y  preocu- 
pacion  sincera  por  Monica.  "El 
Proyecto  Gabriel  fue  un  gran 
alivio",  dijo  ella.  "Gracias  a  ellos 
finalmente  empece  a  sentirme 
un  poco  preparada.  Me  sentia 
bien  cuando  me  decian  que 
todo  iba  a  estar  bien". 

Monica,  a  lado  de  los 
"angeles"  y  de  su  madre, 
quien  se  sintio  inspirada  para 
quedarse  y  ayudar,  dio  a  luz  a 


v  B  Proyecto  Gabriel  tiene  su  base  en  la  par- 
roquia.  Si  usted  o  alguien  que  usted  conoce  esta 
experimentando  un  embarazo  en  crisis,  o  si  usted 
desea  ser  voluntario,  donar  dinero  o  articulos  al 
Proyecto  Gabriel,  comuniquese  con  Proyecto  Ga- 
briel a  traves  de  Birth  Choice,  3820  Merton  Drive, 
Suite  2 1 9,  Raleigh,  NC  27609, 9 1 9.78 1 .5433. 
O  llame  a  la  parroquia  de  Saint  Michael  the  Arch- 
angel el  9 1 9.468.6 1 07  o  ingrese  a  la  pagina  web 
de  gabrielprqject@stmichaelcary.org. 


su  hijo,  Virtue,  el  20  de  julio 
del  2010.  Recuerda  Monica, 
"Ella  (mi  angel)  me  ayudo  a 
salir  adelante  y  a  estabilizarme 
mentalmente.  Su  apoyo  me 
tranquilizo  y  me  llevo  de 
regreso  a  la  Tierra". 

Monica  no  perdio  su  fe  a 
pesar  por  lo  que  habia  pasado. 
Al  contrario,  dice  ella,  "yo 
oraba  y  oraba  y  oraba.  Dios 
es  mi  mejor  amigo.  Mis  otros 
amigos  solo  aparecen  cuando 
les  conviene".  Monica  ha  apre- 
ndido  la  importancia  de  creer 
que  Dios  tiene  un  plan  mayor. 

Monica  ha  terminado  su 
tiempo  en  Interactuar  y  esta 
ahora  en  una  transicion  de 
hogar.  El  Proyecto  Gabriel  ha 
amueblado  su  apartamento 
con  donaciones  de  muebles, 
articulos  para  el  hogar,  y  para 
el  bebe.  Ella  actualmente  esta 
buscando  un  trabajo  a  traves 
del  programa  de  Work  First, 
que  la  ayudaran  con  la  guard- 
eria  rnfantil.  Monica  desea 
asistir  a  clases  de  computation 
y  finalmente  a  la  universidad. 
Tiene  un  vehiculo  a  traves 
del  ministerio  de  Wheels  for 
Hope.  Monica  dijo,  "Estoy  un 
poco  nerviosa,  pero  tengo  que 
seguir  adelante  con  mi  vida. 
Este  es  un  paso  duro". 

Cada  dia  Dios  nos  llama. 
,-Le  has  dado  la  oportunidad 
a  Dios  de  usarte  para  realizar 
sus  trabajos  maravillosos  aqui 
en  la  Tierra?  Sabelo  que  estas 
bendecido,  valorado,  amado, 
y  necesitado  por  tu  comuni- 
dad. Deja  que  estas  historias 
llenen  tu  corazon  y  te  ayuden 
a  entender  la  gran  necesidad 
del  mundo  aqui  mismo  en 
nuestro  propio  patio.  Dios  te 
esta  Uamando.  El  nos  pide  a 
ti  y  a  mi,  a  cada  uno  nos  dice 
Amense  Unos  a  Otros  Como 
Yo  los  he  Amado". 

-  Darcy  Hollcy  cs  el  Coordinador  del 
Proyecto  Gabriel  de  la  Parroquia  de  St. 
Michael  the  Archangel  en  Cary,  NC. 


marriage  matters 


"He's  gained 
weight,  and  I'm 
not  attracted  to 
him  anymore." 


she  says 


Susan  says:  Ken  was  fit 

and  handsome  when  we  got 
f       married.  We  used  to  spend  a 
lot  of  time  outdoors  -  playing  tennis  and  hiking. 
Now,  the  only  exercise  he  gets  is  the  weekly  walk 
around  the  yard  behind  the  lawn  mower.  The 
rest  of  the  time  he  does  nothing  but  watch  sports 
on  TV  -  and  it  shows.  This  is  becoming  a  "deal 
breaker"  for  me. 

"I'm  too  stressed 
to  exercise." 


he  says 


Ken  says:  Susan  didn't  men- 
tion that  I  got  a  new  job  a  cou- 
f       pie  of  years  ago  - 1  work  long 
days  and  have  a  three-hour  daily  commute.  When 
I  get  home,  I  am  absolutely  exhausted.  All  I  want  is 
a  few  minutes  of  quiet  time  on  the  couch  in  front  of 
the  TV  before  I  go  to  bed  and  start  the  whole  thing 
over  again  in  the  morning.  I'd  like  a  little  support, 
instead  of  constant  nagging  to  work  out. 


Tom  says,  "Many  of  us  were  fit  and  hand- 
some when  we  got  married,  but  time  and 
our  natural  maturing  cycle  and  the  stress 
associated  with  daily  life  tend  to  modify 
how  we  were  back  then." 

Along  with  the  inevitable  pull  of  gravity  and  the  normal 
changes  of  time,  having  a  new  job  with  a  long  commute  and 
no  time  for  exercise  can  take  a  physical  toll  and  put  a  stress  on 
marriages,  as  well. 

Ken  and  Susan  need  to  become  intentional  about  the  adjust- 
ments both  need  to  make.  The  fact  that  Ken  has  a  daily  three- 
hour  commute  most  certainly  will  cut  down  on  the  time  they 
will  have  to  spend  together  nurturing  their  relationship.  When 
we  marry,  the  vows  we  take  in  part  say, ". . .  in  sickness  and 
in  health  . .  ."Jo  thinks  they  should  also  say, "..  and  especially 
when  our  bodies  change  due  to  difficult  schedules  and  lack  of 
the  right  activities." 

Jo  and  I  remember  all  too  well  the  time  in  our  life  together 
when  Tom  was  faced  with  a  long  commute  each  day  and  the 
toll  it  took  on  our  family  life  and  on  our  relationship.  It  too  be- 
came a  deal-breaker  for  us;  it  forced  us  into  making  a  difficult, 
life -altering  change.  As  Jo  pointed  out,  it  was  only  after  a  lot  of 
heart-to-heart  communicating  between  the  two  of  us,  and  then 


taking  it  to  prayer,  that  we  were  we 
able  to  come  to  a  solution  we  could 
both  live  with. 

Ken  and  Susan,  this  is  a  time  for 
the  two  of  you  to  be  open  to  each 
other  in  your  communications.  Ask 
what  can  you  do  for  each  other  to  keep 
your  relationship  No.  1  in  each  other's 
heart.  We  both  believe  the  real  issue  for 
Ken  and  Susan  is  not  Kens  weight.  It  is 
a  manifestation  of  something  deeper:  a 
loss  of  feeling  special  in  each  other's  eyes. 
For  example,  if  it  was  only  about  the 
lawn  not  being  mowed,  Jo  suggests  you 
could  hire  someone  to  mow  the  yard,  thus 
creating  some  time  for  the  two  of  you  to  go 
hiking,  or  play  a  game  of  tennis,  or  maybe 
just  take  a  30-minute  walk  twice  a  week  so 
you  can  share  some  events  of  your  day. 

Paradoxically,  Ken  also  may  find  he 
has  more  energy  just  by  expending  a  little 
energy.  Even  a  short  walk  in  the  evening 
with  Susan  after  the  daily  commute  would  be 
enough  to  gain  additional  energy.  While  you 
are  walking  and  talking,  you  should  refrain  from 
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money  tip 


Paying  for  college  education 
for  your  children  - 

can  you  afford  it? 

College  education  can  give  you 
that  competitive  edge  in  your  job 
market,  not  to  mention  it's  always 
great  to  learn  more  about  the 
world.  But  education  keeps  getting  more  and 
more  expensive.  If  you  have  children,  you  need 
to  decide  how  much  help  you  will  give. 

Things  to  consider: 

■  What  type  of  college  do  you  want  them  to  at- 
tend? In-state  or  out  of  state?  A  public  school 
or  private  school?  Paying  in-state  tuition  at  a 
public  university  will  be  significantly  cheaper 
than  paying  for  Yale  or  Harvard. 

■  What  alternative  funds,  such  as  scholarships 
and  grants,  will  be  available?  When  will  your 
child  start  school? 

Here  are  several  savings  options: 

■  If  you  know  you'll  be  deciding  on  an  in-state 
public  school,  you  may  want  to  consider  a 
pre-paid  tuition  plan.  With  these  plans,  you 
can  pay  for  future  tuition  at  today's  rates. 

■  Consider  a  529  Plan,  a  vehicle  for  investing 
for  future  education  costs. 

■  Another  savings  plan  is  called  a  Coverdell 
Education  IRA.  Both  529  and  Education  IRA 
accounts  allow  tax-deferred  growth,  and, 
when  used  for  qualified  education  expenses, 
the  earnings  can  be  received  tax-free.  Check 
with  your  tax  adviser  for  your  unique  situa- 
tion. 


put-downs  and  innuendoes;  focus  instead  on 
what  made  your  relationship  grow,  why  you 
fell  in  love  with  each  other,  why  you  are  proud 
of  each  other  and  what  makes  your  spouse 
special.  Remember  that  loving  someone  means 
helping  him  or  her  see  new  ways  to  grow.  In 
fact,  when  you  rekindle  that  special  feeling  for 
each  other,  you  will  once  again  see  Jesus  in 
the  face  of  your  beloved  -  and  it  will  become 
a  whole  lot  easier  to  forgive  each  other  for 
the  weight  redistribution  that  mother  nature 
inflicts  on  all  of  us. 

-  Tom  and  Jo  Anne  Fogle  help  prepare  couples  for  marriage. 


IGNITED  BY  TRUTH 

gth  Annual  Conference 


February  25-26, 2011 


ignited! 

North  Carolina  State  Fairgrounds,  Raleigh 

Bringing  to  light  the  truth  of  the  teachings  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and  igniting  in  our  hearts  a  love  for  our  Faith 


Matthew  Kelly 

Author  of  "Rediscovering  Catholicism" 
"Is  Catholicism  Still  Relevant?" 

Dr.  Brant  Pitre 

Professor  of  Sacred  Scripture 
taught  by  Dr.  Scott  Hahn 
Jesus  and  the  Jewish  Roots  of  the  Eucharist" 

Jeremy  Rivera 

Director  of  Communications  for  FOCUS 
(Fellowship  of  Catholic  University  Students) 
"Call  to  Evangelization" 


Dr.  Reinhard  Huetter 

Professor  of  Christian  Theology 
at  Duke  Divinity  School 
'Drawn  to  the  Church  by  the  Light  of  Divine  Faith" 


Dr.  Patrick  Yeung  &  Dr.  Patrick  0'Connell 

Duke  University  Medicine 
"Catholic  Bioethics  and  Women's  Fertility: 
Current  Issues  and  Technology" 


Bishop  Michael  F.  Burbidge 

Diocese  of  Raleigh,  NC 
Vigil  Mass  Celebrant  and  Homilist 


MORE  SPEAKERS  COMING  SOON! 


FREE  Friday  Evening  Workshops! 

"Discover  the  Catholic  Church"  7-9:30pm 

Full  Program  Saturday  Includes  Lunch! 

8:30am-6:30pm  |  Registration  is  now  open! 

Discounts  for  Early  Registration! 


For  more  details  and  to  register  online  visit: 

www.lgnitedByTruth.com 


things  to  do: 

Fayetteville  Deanery 
Vocations  Celebration, 

December  3,  7  p.m,  St.  Ste- 
phen the  First  Martyr  Catholic 
Church,  Sanford.  The  Most 
Reverend  Michael  F.  Bur- 
bidge  will  preside.  Please  join 
us  as  we  pray  for  an  increase 
in  vocations  to  the  Priesthood 
and  Religious  Life. 

Festival  Familiar  de 
Navidad-Family  Christ- 
mas Festival,  December  4, 
1  1  a.m.  -  1 0  p.m.  La  pastoral 
Juvenil  Hispana  y  Los  Pere- 
grinos  JMJ  Madrid  201  1 ,  les 
hacemos  la  cordial  invitacion 
a  nuestro  Festival  De  Navidad 
en  el  cual  tendremos:  Pas- 
torela,  Posada,  juegos  para 
nihos,  comida,  bebidas,  Rifa, 
Venta  de  articulos  religiosos, 
karaoke,  Baile  y  mucho  mas. 
Short  Journey  Center,  2323 
Cleveland  Road,  Smithfield, 
NC  27577. 

SEARCH  #161,  December 
10-12,  Short  Journey  Cen- 
ter, 2323  Smithfield  Road, 
Smithfield,  NC  27577. 
Search  is  a  weekend  retreat 
for  1  1th-  12th  grade  youth. 
Activities  encourage  self- 
discovery  and  reflections  on 
relationships  with  others  and 
with  God.  Retreat  team  is 
made  up  of  past  Searchers 
who  model  leadership,  faith 
sharing,  and  ministry  with 
their  peers.  Adults  in  youth 
ministry  also  attend  and  par- 
ticipate in  Search.  Searches 
usually  fill  up  quickly,  so 
sign-up  for  the  earliest 
date  possible  to  ensure 
yourself  a  space.  Contact 
919.821.9770. 

Quo  Vadis  Group,  De- 
cember 1 4,  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m. 
at  Sacred  Heart  Cathedral, 


2 1  9  Edenton  Streeet, 
Raleigh,  NC  27613.  High 
school  aged  boys  are  invited 
to  attend  the  Quo  Vadis 
Group,  which  meets  once  a 
month,  usually  on  a  Tuesday 
evening.  Quo  Vadis  provides 
a  fraternal  environment  and 
an  opportunity  to  gather 
for  fellowship,  prayer  and  a 
discussion  on  discernment 
and  vocations.  Dinner  is  pro- 
vided. Next  group  January 
18,  201  1.  Please  contact 
the  Office  of  Vocations  for 
more  information  at  9 1  9- 
832-6279. 

Vocations  Prayer  Group 
for  Women,  December  1  6, 
7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1  9  Eden- 
ton Street,  Raleigh,  N.C 
27603.  Single  Catholic 
women  between  the  ages 
of  1  7-45  who  are  commit- 
ted to  praying  for  vocations, 
growing  in  holiness  while  in 
the  midst  of  the  world,  and 
discerning  the  call  of  Christ 
are  invited  to  the  Vocations 
Prayer  Group  for  Women. 
Thursday  evening  meetings 
will  begin  in  Sacred  Heart 
Cathedral  with  Adoration  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  7 
pm  followed  by  Benediction. 
At  8  pm  the  group  will  move 
to  the  Office  of  Vocations 
for  fellowship  and  discus- 
sions. Meetings  should  end 
by  9  pm.  Contact  Fr.  Ned 
Shlesinger,  vocations® 
raldioc.org. 

Simbang  Gabi  Mass. 

The  Filipino  Community  in 
the  Triangle  is  organizing  a 
Simbang  Gabi  Mass  to  take 
place  at  Immaculate  Con- 
ception Church  on  Friday, 
December  1  7,  at  7  p.m. 
A  potluck  reception  featur- 
ing traditional  Filipino  food 
associated  with  the  Simbang 
Gabi  will  follow  in  the  Olive 


Tree  Building.  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi's  Fr.  Julian  Jagudilla, 
OFM,  will  preside  at  Mass, 
which  will  be  celebrated  in 
Tagalog. 

The  Simbang  Gabi  Mass 
is  a  Filipino  Advent  tradition 
dating  back  to  the  mid- 
1  850s,  where  a  Novena 
of  Masses  is  celebrated  in 
preparation  for  Christmas. 
Because  most  people  at  the 
time  were  outdoor  laborers 
(fishermen,  farmers,  etc.), 
the  Mass  took  place  very 
early  in  the  morning,  usually 
at  4  a.m.  This  was  gener- 
ally followed  by  a  breakfast 
that  included  such  Filipino 
delicacies  as  glutinous  rice 
cake,  savory  rice  porridge, 
and  ginger  tea. 

This  tradition  has  been 
brought  to  the  United  States 
and  all  over  the  world  where 
Filipinos  live.  Filipinos  in  the 
Triangle  area  have  celebrat- 


ed this  tradition  for  the  past 
eight  years.  The  public  is 
invited  to  attend.  Immaculate 
Conception  Church  is  lo- 
cated just  off  of  the  Durham 
Freeway  on  West  Chapel 
Hill  Street  in  Durham.  For 
more  information,  please 
contact  Fr.  Julian  Jagudilla 
on  919-847-8205,  ext. 
241. 

Priesthood  Discernment 
Group,  December  1 8,  9 
a.m.  -  1  p.m.  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral,  2 1  9 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  27603.  Adult  Catholic 
men  between  the  ages  of 
1  7-48  discerning  a  possible 
call  to  Priesthood  are  invited 
to  the  Priesthood  Discern- 
ment Group  meetings  held 
on  the  third  Saturday  of 
each  month.  If  you  are  just 
beginning  to  contemplate 
a  vocation  or  are  more 


Upcoming 
events  at  Avila 
Retreat  Center 

7 1 1  Mason  Road, 
Durham.  2771 2.  To 
register  or  for  more 
information,  call 
919.477.1285. 


gvo; 
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Serenity  Retreat  for 
recovering  Women:  A  Journey  of  Ongoing  Humil- 
ity and  Responsibility.  January  7-9,  201  1 ,  Friday 
7  p.m.  -  Sunday  noon.  Sr.  Karen  Ann  Jackson, 
CSC,  is  a  member  of  the  Congregation  of  the 
Sisters  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Notre  Dame,  Indiana. 
She  has  facilitated  1  2-step  retreats  throughout  the 
U.S.  Donation:  $130. 

Rediscovering  the  Practice  of  Praying  To- 
gether, Tuesday,  January  1 8,  201 1 ,  9:30  a.m. 
-  2  p.m.  Presenter:  Rev.  James  Banks,  Pastor 
of  Peace  Evangelical  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Durham  and  author  of  The  Lost  Art  of  Praying 
Together  and  other  works  on  prayer.  Donation: 
$30  (includes  lunch). 


Seeking  Catholic  School  Principal 
for  201 1-12  school  year 


St.  Thomas  More  School,  C  hapel  Hill,  North  Carolina,  is  an 
essential  ministry  of  the  Catholic  Community  of  St.  Thomas  More. 
The  school  was  founded  in  1964,  and  is  accredited  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS).  The  current  enrollment 
is  400  students  in  grades  Pre-K.  through  8th. 
Qualifications: 

•  The  candidate  must  be  an  experienced  school  leader,  inspiring 
and  committed  to  advancing/enriching  the  school's  mission  in  an 
environment  that  cultivates  faith  formation,  technology  advancement 
and  promotes  academic  excellence  to  students. 

•  The  candidate  must  be  a  practicing  Catholic  with  strong  Catholic 
values,  seeking  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  build  upon  the  success 
of  the  school  and  must  have  demonstrated  successful  experience  in 
spiritual  leadership,  school  finances  and  institutional  advancement. 

•  The  candidate  must  have  a  Master's  Degree  in  Education  or  a 
related  field,  with  a  minimum  of  three  years  experience  as  a  Principal 
and  a  North  Carolina  Principal  License,  or  eligibility  for  a  North 
Carolina  License. 

•  The  candidates  must  have  superior  communication  and 
interpersonal  skills  and  be  knowledgeable  in  current  areas  of  learning, 
teaching  and  professional  development. 

Send  a  cover  letter  stating  interest  and  qualifications  for  the 
position,  a  current  resume,  and  a  statement  of  educational  philosophy, 
along  with  salary  requirements  and  2  or  3  references  including  names, 
addresses,  e-mails  and  phone  numbers  by  mail  to: 


Principal  Search  Committee 
940  Carmichael  Street 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  27514 


Or  by  email  to:  STMprincipalsearch@st-thomasmore.org 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  the  position  is  filled. 


920  Carmichael  St.,  Chapel  Hill,  NC  27514 


serious  about  a  call  to 
priesthood  please  consider 
attending  this  group.  The 
Priesthood  Discernment 
Group  provides  a  fraternal 
environment  in  which  to 
discuss  your  discernment 
of  a  possible  call  to  Priest- 
hood with  other  men  who 
are  also  examining  the  call. 
The  group  discusses  issues 
central  to  the  call  and  does 
so  within  the  context  of 
prayer,  presentations,  and 
discussion.  The  morning 
begins  with  Mass.  Coffee 
and  doughnuts  will  be  avail- 
able in  the  Office  of  Voca- 
tions (two  doors  down  from 
the  Cathedral)  after  Mass. 
Morning  Prayer,  a  discus- 
sion/presentation about 
d  iscernment/  Priesthood , 
Daytime  Prayer,  and  lunch 
follow.  Next  group  January 
1  5,  201  1 .  For  more  infor- 
mation contact  the  Vocations 
Office,  919.832.6279. 

TALLER  DE  FOR- 
MACION  RENOVACION 
CARISMATICA  CATOLI- 

CA,  December  1 8,  8  a.m.  - 
3  p.m,  St.  Raphael  the  Arch- 
angel Church,  5801  Falls  of 
Neuse  Road,  Raleigh,  NC 
27609.  Hermano(a)  de  la 
Renovacion  Carismatica 
Catolica:  Quieres  amar  mas 
al  Senor  Jesus?  Quieres 
acercarte  mas  a  Dios?  Qui- 
eres conocer  y  vivir  mejor 
tu  Fe  catolica?  Entonces  te 
invitamos  a  que  asistas  a 


r 


los  Talleres  de  Formacion 
que  tenemos  cada  2  meses 
en  la  diocesis  de  Raleigh, 
NC.  Ven  y  aprenderas  con 
nosotros  la  fe  en  Cristo 
y  como  vivirla  en  nuestro 
mundo  actual.  Ven  y  reci- 
biras  muchas  bendiciones 
del  Senor  con  alabanzas, 
ensenanzas  y  muchas  ac- 
tividades.  Llamanos  para  in- 
scribirte  y  con  mucho  gusto 
te  acompanaremos  en  este 
Camino  de  Fe.  Ven  Espiritu 
Santo,  llena  los  corazones 
de  tus  fieles  y  enciende  en 
ellos  el  fuego  de  tu  amor!. 
Amen. 

SAVE  THE  DATE!  9th 
Annual  Ignited  By  Truth 
Catholic  Conference,  Feb- 
ruary 25-26,  201  1  at  the 
NC  State  Fairgrounds,  Ra- 
leigh. "Bringing  to  light  the 
truth  of  the  teachings  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  igniting 
in  our  hearts  a  love  for  our 
Faith."  Speakers  include 
Matthew  Kelly,  Author  of 
Rediscovering  Catholicism, 
and  Dr.  Brant  Pitre,  Profes- 
sor of  Sacred  Scripture  at 
Notre  Dame  Seminary  in 
Louisiana.  Bishop  Michael 
F.  Burbidge  will  be  the  Cel- 
ebrant and  Homilist  at  the 
vigil  Mass.  More  speakers 
and  details  coming  soon! 
www.lgnitedByTruth.com. 

5th  annual  Jolly  Elf  Trail 
Run,  December  1  1  at  Bond 
Park  in  Cary.  A  Second  Em- 


www.Diocese 
ofRaleigh.org 

Visit  your 
Diocesan  Web 
site  frequently  for 
current  stories, 
homilies  and  events. 


pire  GRAND  PRIX  series 
event  sponsored  by  St.  Mi- 
chael the  Archangel  Catholic 
School.  The  event  includes 
a  competitive  5K,  a  One 
Mile  Fun  Run  and  a  Kid's 
200  Yard  Dash.  Last  year 
we  had  over  700  registered 
runners.  This  year,  we  are 
expecting  more  runners 
with  bells  on  their  shoes.  A 
holiday  theme  surrounds  the 
event  complete  with  a  DJ, 
announcer,  Jolly  Elf  contest, 
tasty  treats,  cheering  elves, 
and,  of  course,  the  sound  of 
bells  ringing  as  the  runners 
make  their  way  through  the 
park.  Bring  the  family;  all 
involved  are  touched  with  a 
positive  energy  and  smiles 
aplenty.  For  more  informa- 
tion and  registration,  visit  us 
at  http://school.stmichael- 
cary.org  or  contact  Cid  Car- 
doso Jr.  at  9 1  9.466.01 01 
ext.8  or  Isaac  Kunkel  at 
919.  270.4073. 


Single  &  Single  Again 
201 1  Mass  Schedule 

-  Single-Single  Again  is  a 
group  of  single,  divorced, 
or  widowed  Catholic  adults, 
brought  together  through 
common  interest  as  we  pray, 
work  and  play  together.  The 
group  was  formed  to  offer 
help  and  support  in  fac- 
ing the  challenges  of  being 
single  and  "single  again"  in 
the  Catholic  Church.  We 
meet  for  Mass  at  Cardi- 
nal Gibbons  High  School 
chapel  once  monthly  on 
Sundays  at  5:30  p.m.  If  you 
are  interested  to  become 
a  part  of  our  community, 
please  plan  to  attend  Mass 
with  us.  Upcoming  Mass 
schedule:  Dec  1  9,  Jan  1  6, 
Feb  20,  March  20,  April 
10,  May  15,  June  12.  Visit 
our  website  at  http://www. 
singlesingleagain.com/  for 
more  information  about  SSA 
ministry. 
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parish  profile 

Collaborating  to  Build  God's  Kingdom 


The  Catholic 
Community  of 
Saint  Francis  of 
Assisi  began  on 
April  25,  1982  with  125 
families  from  neighboring 
parishes,  Saint  Raphael  the 
Archangel  and  Our  Lady 
of  Lourdes.  Since  then, 
one  of  the  most  notable 
characteristics  of  Saint 
Francis  has  been  its  growth, 
new  construction  repeatedly 
giving  way  to  newer  construction  to  keep 
up  with  the  needs  of  a  parish  membership 
that  currently  numbers  5000  families. 


In  ihe  beginning,  under  their  first  pastor,  Fr.  James  English, 
S.J.,  parishioners  worshipped  at  Leesville  Road  Baptist  Church, 
Lynn  Road  Elementary  School  and  in  the  backyard  of  the 
pastor.  The  picnic  table  was  the  altar  and  parishioners  brought 
lawn  chairs  and  blankets  to  sit  on.  In  inclement  weather,  the 
liturgy  moved  indoors  to  the  living  room. 

Todays  church  holds  more  than  a  thousand  people,  and  is 
part  of  a  sprawling  campus  that  includes  a  school  and  pre- 
school, multiple  office  and  meeting  spaces,  a  memorial  garden 
and  columbarium  and,  most  recently  a  gym  and  community 
center,  a  separate  chapel  and  a  life -long  learning  center.  From 
early  on,  however,  Saint  Francis  has  considered 
its  expansion  to  be  about  more  than  bricks 
and  stone.  The  focus  is  on  facilitating  the 
parish's  many  ministries  and,  just  as 
important,  welcoming  people  to  carry 
out  those  ministries. 

Collaboration  is  the  word  that  best 
characterizes  the  Catholic  Community  of  St. 
Francis,  in  the  opinion  of  Fr.  Mark  Reamer, 
OSF,  the  parish's  fourth  pastor  and  the 
third  Franciscan  to  have  that  responsibility. 
He  defines  that  word,  borrowing  from  the 
book  Uniting  Our  Gifts  in  Ministry  (Loughlan 
Sofield,  ST;  Carroll  Juliano,  SHCJ),  as  "the 
identification,  release,  and  union  of  all  the  gifts 
in  ministry  for  the  sake  of  mission." 


The  concept  permeates  all  that  happens  -  and  a  lot  happens 
-  at  St.  Francis. 
Trevor  Thompson,  Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries,  says  that 
there  are  more  than  seventy  ministries  of  outreach  and  small 
faith  communities  at  Saint  Francis,  all  made  possible  by 
committed  volunteers  working  together. 

Christine  Miesowicz,  Director  of  Lifelong  &  Middle 
School  Faith  Formation,  and  Jennifer  Bigelow,  Principal  of 
the  The  Franciscan  School  (TFS),  point  to  collaboration 
between  the  evangelization  and  education  ministries.  They 
can't  exist  in  isolation,  Christine  says,  because  educating 
children  in  the  faith  has  to  include  evangelizing  the  parents. 
Jennifer  also  talks  about  the  integration  of  Catholic  social 
teaching  into  TFS.  "You  can't  just  learn  about  it,"  she  says, 
"you  need  to  do  it,  so  our  students  collaborate  in  outreach 
activities  as  part  of  our  curriculum." 

Marc  Kielty  Coordinator  of 
Communications  and  Facilities,  explains 
collaboration  this  way:  "We  don't  have 
just  one  group  responsible  for,  say, 
social  justice;  instead  everyone  tries  to 
see  how  that  can  fit  into  their  ministry  and 
how  their  ministry  can  enhance  that  mission." 

Father  Mark  says  that  a  perennial 
challenge  at  Saint  Francis  is  "making 
our  largeness  feel  small,  helping  people 
feel  connected."  By  working  and  praying 
together  to  build  God's  Kingdom,  the 
members  of  Saint  Francis"  find  themselves 
more  connected  not  only  to  each  other  and 
to  the  parish  mission,  but  also  to  the  people 
and  needs  of  the  entire  Body  of  Christ. 


St.  Francis 
of  Assisi, 
Raleigh 

1  1401 
Leesville  Road 
Raleigh,  NC 
27617 
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Get  into  the  s/m/h£  of  living  at  Pennybyrn 


Come  see  why  Pennybyrn  at  Maryfield  is  the 
community  of  choice  for  Catholic  Retirees! 

•  Daily  Mass 

•  Perpetual  Eucharistic  Adoration  Chapel 

•  Peace  Chapel  for  Meditation 

•  Apartment  Homes  and  Cottages 

•  Fine  and  Casual  Dining 

•  Opportunities  for  Volunteerism 

•  Social  and  Spiritual  Activities 

•  Fitness  and  Wellness  Focus 

•  Full  Continuum  of  Care 

•  And  so  much  more! 


Where  retirement  living  takes  on  a  whole  new  spirit. 
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\S0        at  MARYFIELD 

Sponsored  by  the  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Servants  of  the  Mother  of  God 


Visit  us  today,  or  call  (336)  821-4050 
or  toll-free  (866)  627-9343. 

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.org 
109  Penny  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27260 

Located  less  than  a  mile  from  downtown  Jamestown  and 
only  10  minutes  from  Greensboro.  All  faiths  welcome. 


cottage  neighborhood  ofec/I/fox  drop-in  tours  M-F  2-4  p.m.;  Sat  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 


,  _  «  ,:  _r  _  The  Diocese  of  Raleigh  is  now  on  Facebook  to  share  news,  stories,  photos  and  video  from 
raceoooK.    across  Eastern  North  Carolina.  Find  us  at  www.facebook.com/dioceseofraleigh. 
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